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NEW  ABA  BIRDFiniDING  GUIDE! 

A Birder’s  Guide  to  Louisiana 

If  you  like  seeing  lots  of  birds,  you'll  love  Louisiana.  Bird  density  is  higher  in  Louisiana  than  almost  any- 
where in  the  country,  and  some  of  the  concentrations  are  stunning.  Spring  migration  in  the  coastal 
woodlots  and  rice  fields  is  unforgettable  and  yet  even  the  prime  spots  are  relatively  uncrowded  with 
people.  Summer  provides  excellent  chances  to  see  breeders  like  Swallow-tailed  Kite,  Swainson’s 
Warbler,  and  Bachman’s  Sparrow.  Autumn  sees  a long,  protracted  procession  of  migratory  birds 
working  their  way  southward,  and  wintering  birds  arrive  with  each  passing  cold  front.  Perhaps  the 
most  exciting  aspect  of  Louisiana  birding  is  the  opportunity  for  discovery.  Louisiana  is  still  largely 
composed  of  wildlife  habitat  with  cities  sprinkled  throughout,  rather  than  the  other  way  around. 

A Birder's  Guide  to  Louisiana  will  guide  you  to  the  best  birding  spot  in  Louisiana.  The  guide 
contains  descriptions,  maps,  species  lists,  and  directions  for  over  100  sites. 
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For  the  first  time  ever,  you  can  get  a FULL  copy  of  an  ABA  Birdfinding  Guide  online  for  FREE! 

Just  go  to  www.alia.org/siteguides/ii.html.  The  ABA  gratefully  acknowledges  the  support 
of  the  Atchafalaya  National  Heritage  Area  In  making  this  free  e-guide  possible.  Hard  copies 
are  available  for  purchase  from  Buteo  Books  at  www.buteobooks.coin  or  800-722-2400. 
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ABA  Convention: 
Corpus  Christi,  Texas 

April  22-27,  2014 


ABA  Convention  Staff; 

Jeff  Gordon,  Tom  Johnson,  Jennie  Duberstein, 
Ted  Floyd,  Jen  Brumfield,  George  Armistead, 
and  more.  Speakers  include  Gerrit  Vyn, 

Brian  Sullivan  and  Jeffrey  Kimball, 

Registration  Fee:  $1445 

Migration  is  at  its  best  in  April  along  the  Gulf  Coast  and 
there's  no  better  spot  to  take  it  all  in  than  Corpus  Christi. 

Join  ABA  members  and  staff  for  thrilling  field 
trips  in  search  of  migrants 
and  Texas  speciakies,  . 
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ABA  Birding  Rally: 
Plymouth,  Massachusetts 

January  31-February  3,  2014 


Hosts:  Marshall  Iliff,  Jeff  & Liz  Gordon,  Wayne 
Petersen,  Mark  Faherty,  Eric  Hynes,  George 
Armistead,  and  more.  Cost:  $750 

When  the  Pilgrims  arrived  at  Plymouth  in  1620,  what  did  they  see? 
There  must  have  been  Razorbills,  Black  Guillemots,  and  probably 
murres,  and  even  Great  Auks  working  the  coast.  Things  have  changed 
a bit  since  Captain  Myles  Standish's  days,  but  a lot  is  still  the  same 
too.  The  Clam  Chowder  has  always  been  good,  and  the  tough,  plump 
Purple  Sandpipers  still  work  the  tide-line  along  the  rocks,  while  scot- 
ers and  Common  Eiders  still  drift  offshore,  just  as  they  did  in  1620. 
The  Cape  Cod  area  is  a hotbed  for  rarities  too.  Join  your  ABA  birding 
friends  in  legendary  Plymouth! 


King  Eider  with  Common  Eiders 


South  Africa  Safari 

October  7-17,  2014 

Capetown  and  Kruger 
National  Park 


ABA  Safari  Staff:  Adam  Riley, 

Jeff  & Liz  Gordon,  Forrest  Rowland, 
George  Armistead,  and  more. 

Registration: 

Opens  January,  2014 


Big  game,  incredible  birds,  an  amazing  group 
of  people  all  gathering  for  a great  cause. 

Join  the  ABA, 

Birding  Adventures,  and 
South  Africa  for  an 


unique 

Safari 


For  all  the 
latest  details 
on  these  and 
more  ABA 
events,  go  to 
events.aba.org, 
email  us  at 
events(a)aba.org, 
or  call  us  at 
(800)  850-2473 
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ON  THE  COVER:  A first  far  Ontario  and  Canada, 
this  Thick-billed  Kingbird  delighted  many 
birders  at  Presqylle  Provincial  Park,  ftorttium- 
berland  County  28-31  (here  29)  August  2012. 
Photograph  by  Brandon  Holden. 
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Le  Conte's  Sparrow,  Essex  County,  Ontario  (see  page  61  for  details).  Photograph  by  Man  Wormington. 
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Abstract 

TLie  rufous-necked  Green  Heron  (Butorides 
virescens)  of  North  America  and  the 
Caribbean  hybridizes  with  the  gray-necked 
Striated  Heron  (B.  striata)  of  South  America 
in  central  Panama  and  on  islands  of  the 
southern  Caribbean.  Based  on  a color  pho- 
tograph of  nine  voucher  specimens  used  as  a 
hybrid  index,  we  obtained  neck  color  scores 
(ranging  from  gray  to  purplish  brown)  of 
42  live  individuals  photographed  in  central 
Panama  during  10-16  July  201 1.  Neck  color 
scores  ranged  from  1-8  (x=3.7,  SD=2.2). 
Presumed  B.  striata  with  scores  of  1—3  com- 
prised 52%  of  the  population,  presumed  B. 
virescens  with  scores  of  7-8  comprised  14% 
of  the  population,  and  presumed  hybrids 


with  a score  of  5 comprised  14%  of  the 
population.  The  proportion  of  intermediate 
scores  of  4-6  was  slightly  but  not  signih- 
cantly  lower  than  a sample  of  44  museum 
specimens  collected  from  1908-1966  (33% 
versus  43%).  The  increased  variability  and 
intermediacy  of  neck  color  within  the  con- 
tact zone  strongly  implies  that  hybridization 
still  occurs  between  the  two  species  in  cen- 
tral Panama.  Because  random  mating  tends 
to  reduce  variability  around  an  intermediate 
phenotype,  the  current  full  range  of  phe- 
notypes among  herons  presumably  breed- 
ing in  central  Panama  suggests  a tendency 
toward  assortative  mating  despite  frequent 
hybridization.  The  two  taxa  appear  to  have 
achieved  essential  reproductive  isolation, 


thus  supporting  their  current  treatment  as 
distinct  species. 

Introduction 

Two  species  of  Butorides  herons  are  currently 
recognized:  the  rufous-necked  Green  Heron 
(B.  virescens)  of  North  America  and  the 
West  Indies,  and  the  gray-necked  Striated 
Heron  (B.  striata)  of  South  America  (includ- 
ing dark  B.  s.  sundevalli  of  the  Galapagos 
Islands)  and  the  Old  World  (A.O.U.  1998, 
Banks  et  al.  2003).  They  were  usually  treated 
as  distinct  species  until  Payne  (1974)  pro- 
vided evidence  of  extensive  hybridization 
where  their  ranges  meet  in  central  Panama, 
several  southern  Garibbean  islands,  and 
coastal  northern  South  America.  Based  on 
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VARIATION  & HYBRIDIZATION  IN  GREEN  HERON  AND  STRIATED  HERON 


Payne’s  (1974)  conclusions,  the  American 
Ornithologists’  Union  (1976,  1983)  merged 
Green  Heron  and  Striated  Heron  into  a sin- 
gle species.  Green-backed  Heron  (B.  striata). 

Specimens  from  the  Panamanian  con- 
tact zone  were  subsequently  re-analyzed  by 
Monroe  and  Browning  (1992),  who  con- 
cluded that  Payne’s  (1974)  voucher  speci- 
mens used  as  a hybrid  index  included  juve- 
niles and  did  not  represent  a continuous  se- 
ries. Monroe  and  Browning’s  (1992)  conclu- 
sions that  B.  virescens  and  B.  striata  seldom 
hybridized  and  should  be  regarded  as  dis- 
tinct species  were  accepted  by  the  American 
Ornithologists’  Union  (1993,  1998),  which 
re-split  B.  striata  into  Green  Heron  (B.  vires- 
cens) and  Striated  Heron  (B.  striata). 

Hayes  (2002)  re-examined  Payne’s  (1974) 
voucher  specimens  and  published  a photo- 
graph demonstrating  that  all  had  attained 
adult  neck  coloration  and  appeared  to  rep- 
resent a continuous  series.  A re-analysis  of 
Payne’s  (1974)  data  demonstrated  increased 
variability  and  intermediacy  in  the  contact 
zone  between  B.  virescens  and  B.  striata,  im- 
plying hybridization  (see,  e.g.,  Schueler  and 
Rising  1976).  Hayes  (2002)  noted  that  phe- 
notypicaily  “pure”  B.  virescens  and  B.  striata 
coexisted  within  the  contact  zone,  suggest- 
ing that  assortative  mating  occurred,  but 
noted  that  the  sample  size  of  museum  speci- 
mens was  small  and  it  remained  uncertain 
whether  both  parental  phenotypes  actually 
bred  within  the  hybrid  zone. 

At  the  eastern  end  of  the  hybrid  zone, 
Hayes  (2006)  analyzed  historic  and  cur- 
rent variability  of  the  two  taxa  in  Trinidad 
and  Tobago  by  comparing  museum  speci- 


mens and  live  individuals  in  the  field 
■with  a color  photograph  of  Payne’s  (1974) 
voucher  specimens  used  as  a hybrid  index. 
In  Trinidad,  the  population  is  dominated 
by  B.  striata-,  in  nearby  Tobago,  the  popula- 
tion is  dominated  by  B.  virescens,  but  with 
an  increase  in  variability  and  intermediacy 
suggestive  of  hybridization.  Hayes  (2006) 
demonstrated  a significantly  lower  pro- 
portion of  intermediate  phenotypes  in  the 
current  Tobago  population  compared  with 
museum  specimens,  suggesting  a shift 
within  the  past  century  toward  relatively 
“pure”  phenotypes.  Hayes  (2006)  con- 
cluded that  the  two  taxa  tended  to  mate  as- 
sortatively  and  therefore  appeared  to  have 
achieved  essential  reproductive  isolation, 
supporting  their  current  treatment  as  dis- 
tinct species. 

In  this  study  we  review  the  histori- 
cal status  of  Butorides  herons  in  Panama 
and  document  current  variation  among 
Butorides  herons  in  the  hybrid  zone  of  cen- 
tral Panama.  We  compare  our  data  with 
specimens  collected  >45  years  ago  to  infer 
the  extent  of  hybridization,  gene  how,  and 
assortative  mating  between  the  two  taxa 
and  to  assess  whether  a recent  shift  in  the 
direction  of  gene  flow  has  occurred  in  the 
region,  based  on  scoring  neck  coloration 
and  inferring  gene  flow  from  phenotype. 

Historical  status  in  Panama 

Early  ornithologists  were  confused  by 
the  status  of  Butorides  herons  in  Panama. 
Thayer  and  Bangs  (1906)  identified  a 
specimen  collected  in  central  Panama 
in  1904  as  B.  striata.  Oberholser  (1916) 


Neck  color  variation  (counter-clockwise 
from  bottom  left  of  page  4,  scores  1 
through  8)  of  potentially  breeding 
adult  Butorides  herons  along  a 6-km 
section  of  the  Chagres  River  in  central 
Panama  on  14  and  15  July  201 1 . 
Photographs  by  Floyd  Hayes. 
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described  rufous-necked 
specimens  from  south- 
ern Central  America  and 
northern  South  America, 
including  ten  specimens 
from  Panama,  as  a new 
subspecies  of  B.  virescens, 
which  he  named  B.  v.  hyper- 
notius.  Oberholser  (1916) 
also  described  22  rufous- 
necked specimens  from  the 
Pearl  Islands  in  the  Bay  of 
Panama  as  a new  endemic 
subspecies  of  B.  virescens, 
which  he  named  B.  v.  mar- 
garitophilus.  Slone  (1918) 
reported  two  specimens  of 
B.  st7iata  and  one  specimen 
of  B.  V.  hypernotius  collected 
m central  Panama  in  1911 
and  1912.  Hallman  (1924) 
collected  five  specimens  of 
B.  virescens  and  observed 
two  active  nests  with  eggs  and  chicks  at 
Balboa,  central  Panama,  on  13  May  1916. 

Griscom  (1929)  collected  a specimen 
identified  as  B.  s.  striata  at  El  Real,  Darien, 
in  eastern  Panama,  which  he  claimed  to  be 
the  first  report  from  Central  America,  but 
overlooked  earlier  reports  from  Panama  by 
Thayer  and  Bangs  (1906)  and  Stone  (1918). 
Griscom  (1929)  believed  Hallinan’s  (1924) 
specimens  of  B.  virescens  represented  a new 
subspecies  of  B.  striata,  which  he  described 
and  named  as  B.  s.  patens.  Griscom  (1935) 
later  summarized  the  status  of  all  Butorides 
taxa  in  Panama.  Hellmayr  and  Conover 
(1948)  synonymized  B.  v.  hypernotius  with 
B.  V.  maculatus  of  the  West  Indies,  attributed 
B.  sriiata  specimens  collected  by  Thayer  and 
Bangs  (1906)  and  Hallinan  (1924)  to  B.  s. 
patens,  and  regarded  Griscom’s  (1929)  speci- 
men of  B.  s.  striata  as  the  only  record  from 
Panama,  but  overlooked  Stones  (1918)  re- 
port. 

Van  Tyne  (1950)  obtained  eight  specimens 
and  “many  satisfactory  sight  records”  of  B. 
striata  on  Barro  Colorado 
Island  in  central  Panama, 
reported  a nest  of  B.  striata 
with  eggs  on  28  July  1925 
and  half-grown  fledglings  on 
11  August  1925,  stated  that 
B.  virescens  was  not  a breed- 
ing resident,  and  questioned 
the  validity  of  B.  s.  patens. 

Eisenmann  (1952)  reported 
both  resident  and  migra- 
tory forms  of  B.  virescens  and 
resident  B.  striata  at  Barro 


Figure  1 . Sampling  localities  of  Butorides  herons  in  Panama  during  10-1 6 July  201 1 . 
Numbers  represent  the  number  of  samples  at  each  locality. 


Colorado  Island  and  reported  second-hand 
accounts  of  “supposedly”  B.  virescens  nests 
with  eggs  on  24  March  (T.  Gilliard)  and  28 
April  1935  (Skutch). 

Wetmore  (1965)  summarized  data  from 
many  new  specimen  and  sight  records  of 
four  taxa  in  Panama:  (1)  migrant  B.  v.  vi- 
rescens from  North  America,  a common 
winter  visitor  from  October  to  April;  (2) 
resident  B.  v.  maculatus,  common  west  of 
the  Canal  Zone  but  ranging  eastward  to 
near  Colombia;  (3)  resident  B.  v.  margaii- 
tophilus,  endemic  to  the  Pearl  Islands;  and 
(4)  resident  B.  s.  striata,  ranging  from  cen- 
tral Panama  eastward  and  more  common 
toward  the  east.  Wetmore  (1965)  found  a 
nest  of  B.  virescens  with  eggs  in' west-central 
Panama  on  25  February  1956  and  attrib- 
uted earlier  reports  of  nesting  B.  virescens 
on  Barro  Colorado  Island  to  B.  s.  striata. 
Wetmore  (1965)  synonymized  B.  s.  patens 
with  B.  s.  striata  and  suggested  the  possi- 
bility of  “occasional  mixed  mating  among” 
B.  virescens  and  B.  striata  “when  they  range 


together,”  but  dismissed  B. 
s.  patens  as  individual  varia- 
tion within  B.  s.  striata. 

Using  a series  of  voucher 
specimens  for  scoring  neck 
coloration  on  a scale  of 
1-9  (from  gray-necked  B. 
striata  to  rufous-necked  B. 
virescens),  Payne  (1974)  re- 
ported considerable  varia- 
tion in  neck  color  scores 
among  44  specimens  from 
central  Panama,  collected 
from  1908-1966  (dates 
from  online  specimen  cata- 
logs), with  a mean  score  of 
4.8  (SD=2.1,  range=l-9; 
Table  1).  A subset  of  15 
specimens  collected  from 
May-September,  which 
probably  eliminated  mi- 
gratory B.  V.  virescens, 
averaged  slightly  lower 
scores  (x=4.1,  SD=1.6,  range=2-7;  Table 
1).  Payne’s  (1974)  data  revealed  a dine  of 
predominantly  rufous-necked  birds  in  west- 
ern Panama  to  predominantly  gray-necked 
birds  in  eastern  Panama,  with  a higher  pro- 
portion of  intermediate  phenotypes  (scores 
of  4-6)  in  central  Panama  than  in  western 
Panama.  Payne  (1974)  pointed  out  that  B. 
V.  margaritophilus  from  the  Pearl  Islands  was 
similar  to  populations  from  other  Caribbean 
islands  and  later  subsumed  B.  v.  maculatus 
and  B.  v.  margaritophilus  into  B.  v.  virescens 
(Payne  1979). 

Little  has  been  published  on  the  status  of 
Butorides  herons  in  Panama  during  the  past 
few  decades.  Recent  field  guides  (Ridgely 
1976,  Angehr  and  Dean  2010)  tend  to  echo 
the  conclusions  of  Wetmore  (1965)  and 
Payne  (1974).  Willis  and  Eisenmann  (1979) 
noted  that  B.  virescens  had  become  rare  and 
B.  stiiata  was  nearly  extirpated  at  Barro 
Colorado  Island  in  central  Panama,  due  to 
competition  for  food  with  an  introduced 
species  of  peacock  bass  (Cichla  pleiozona). 


m.  NECK  COLOR  SCGRES 


Time  period 

r 

2 

3 

n 

5 

6 

B 

8 

9 

1908-1966  (May-Sep  only) 

0 

3 

3 

3 

3a 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1908-1966  (year-round) 

2 

4 

6 

11 

6 

2 

6 

6 

1 

2011  (July) 

7 

1 

10 

5 

3 

6 

5 

5 

1 

0 

a ; indudes  one  spedmen  scored  as  "4-5"  by  Payne  ( 1 974) 


Table  1 . Frequency  of  neck  color  scores  of  Butorides  herons  In  central  Panama  based  on  museum  specimens 
collected  during  1 908-1966  (Payne  1 974)  and  photographs  of  live  birds  in  201 1 (this  study). 
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Methods 

During  10-16  July  2011,  we  searched 
for  Butorides  herons  in  wetlands  in  cen- 
tral Panama  between  78°  45’  and  80°  00’ 
W longitude.  Searches  were  conducted  by 
foot,  car,  and  motorboat.  A GPS  unit  was 
used  to  obtain  coordinates  of  different  sam- 
pling locations.  For  each  Butorides  found, 
we  attempted  to  obtain  digital  photographs 
clearly  illustrating  its  neck  coloration.  We 
tried  to  avoid  sampling  the  same  bird  twice 
and  scrutinized  photographs  of  similar  ap- 
pearing birds  to  ensure  that  each  sample 
was  a unique  individual  (e.g.,  differences 
in  lore  coloration,  distribution  of  coloring 
on  neck,  pale  edges  of  wing  coverts,  etc.). 
We  compared  each  photographed  indi- 
vidual with  a photograph  of  a series  of  nine 
voucher  specimens  used  by  Payne  (1974) 
as  a hybrid  index  in  which  neck  coloration 
was  scored  on  a scale  of  1-9,  ranging  from 
gray  to  dark  purplish-brown  (see  Figure  1 of 
Hayes  2002).  Because  juveniles  and  imma- 
tures  have  streaked  necks  (always  browner 
than  adults  of  S.  striata),  only  adults  and 
subadults  that  had  fully  acquired  adult  neck 
coloration  (Hayes  2002)  were  scored.  When 
an  individual  appeared  intermediate  in  neck 
coloration  between  two  voucher  specimens, 
we  chose  the  specimen  it  most  closely  re- 
sembled. Our  neck  color  scores  were  based 
on  a group  consensus  by  the  authors. 

According  to  Payne  (1974),  specimens 
scored  1-4  (gray  to  brownish  gray)  occur 
throughout  the  South  American  range  of 
B.  striata,  and  specimens  scored  6-9  (gray- 
ish red-brown  to  purplish  brown)  occur 
throughout  the  North  American  range  of 
B.  virescens.  Potential  hybrids,  especially 
those  that  have  backcrossed  with  a parental 
phenotype,  may  be  difficult  to  distinguish 
from  presumably  “pure”  phenotypes  (Hayes 
2006).  Individuals  scored  as  5 occur  only  in 
the  hybrid  zones  and  in  isolated  B.  v.  baha- 
mensis  of  the  Bahamas  (Payne  1974);  thus, 
individuals  with  a neck  coloration  score  of 
5 in  Panama  presumably  represent  hybrids, 
whereas  those  with  lower  or  higher  neck  col- 
oration scores  may  be  either  relatively  “pure” 
or  hybrid  genotypes. 

We  compared  our  data  on  current  neck 
color  variation  in  central  Panama  with  his- 
torical data  published  by  Payne  (1974)  for 
44  specimens  collected  from  central  Panama 
(excluding  offshore  islands)  between  79-81° 
W longitude,  during  the  period  of  1908- 
1966  (dates  from  online  specimen  catalogs). 
Because  neck  color  scores  were  ordinally 
ranked  and  did  not  meet  the  assumptions 
of  parametric  statistical  tests,  nonparametric 


Mann-Whitney  U tests  (z  statistic)  and  two- 
sample  chi-square  tests  (O’  statistic)  were 
used  to  compare  the  distribution  of  neck  col- 
oration scores  between  current  and  historical 
time  periods  (Zar  1998). 

Results 

We  obtained  neck  color  scores  from  42  indi- 
viduals in  central  Panama,  all  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Panama  Canal  between  78°  54.42’  and 
79°  41.54’  W longitude  (Fig.  1).  All  neck 
color  scores  were  obtained  during  10-16 
July  2011,  and  most  of  our  samples  (79%) 
were  obtained  from  a boat  along  a 6-km  sec- 
tion of  the  Chagres  River  east  of  Gamboa 
(Figure  1).  Our  data  revealed  considerable 
variability  in  neck  color  scores,  ranging 
from  1-8  (x=3.7,  SD=2.2;  Frontispiece  and 
Table  1).  Mean  neck  color  scores  were  low- 
er, although  not  significantly,  than  those  of 
museum  specimens  collected  during  May- 
September  (x=4.1;  z=0.72,  P=0.47).  Mean 
neck  color  scores  were  signihcantly  lower 
than  museum  specimens  collected  year- 
round  (x=4.8;  z=2.29,  P=0.02),  presumably 
reflecting  a lower  proportion  (or  absence)  of 
migratory  B.  v.  virescens  from  North  America 
in  our  sample.  Presumed  B.  virescens  with 
scores  of  7-8  comprised  14%  of  the  popula- 
tion, presumed  B.  striata  with  scores  of  1-3 
comprised  52%  of  the  population,  and  pre- 
sumed hybrids  with  a score  of  5 comprised 
14%  of  the  population.  No  birds  were  ob- 
served with  a score  of  9,  which  is  relatively 
rare  in  B.  virescens  (Payne  1974). 

When  neck  scores  were  collapsed  into 
three  categories  (1-3,  4-6,  and  7-9),  a lower 
proportion  of  intermediate  phenotypes  (4- 
6)  occurred  among  our  sample  of  live  indi- 
viduals than  for  specimens  collected  during 
May-September  (33%  versus  53%),  but  the 
differences  were  not  signihcant  (0\=2.01, 
P=0.37;  Table  1).  The  proportions  of  pheno- 
types between  our  sample  of  live  individuals 
and  specimens  collected  year-round  differed 
signihcantly  (0^2=6.23,  P=0.04),  but  the  pro- 
portion of  intermediate  phenotypes  in  our 
sample  was  only  slightly  lower  (33%  versus 
43%)  and  contributed  only  9%  of  the  overall 
chi-square  value.  The  signihcant  differences 
between  our  sample  of  live  individuals  and 
specimens  collected  year-round  is  attribut- 
able to  proportionately  more  gray-necked 
phenotypes  (scores  of  1-3;  52%  versus  27%) 
and  fewer  rufous-necked  phenotypes  (scores 
of  7-9;  14%  versus  30%)  in  our  sample, 
presumably  reflecting  a lower  proportion 
(or  absence)  of  migratory  B.  v.  virescens  from 
North  America  in  our  July  sample. 

No  two  individuals  were  seen  within  10 


m of  each  other;  thus,  none  were  suspected 
of  being  mated  pairs.  One  apparently  nest- 
ing individual  flew  with  a stick  in  its  bill, 
but  we  could  not  determine  its  identity.  Most 
individuals  were  adults.  We  obtained  pho- 
tographs of  three  juveniles  (excluded  from 
our  sample)  along  the  Chagres  River  near 
Gamboa  on  14  and  15  July.  Two  had  mostly 
attained  adult  neck  coloration,  which  was 
bright  rufous,  clearly  identifying  them  as  B. 
virescens.  The  third  also  had  a rufous  neck 
but  with  heavier  streaking  and  was  almost 
certainly  B.  virescens. 

Discussion 

Although  some  criticize  the  use  of  hybrid 
indices  as  too  crude  and  subjective,  inde- 
pendent studies  yield  nearly  identical  re- 
sults (Corbin  and  Barrowclough  1977). 
Independent  scoring  of  neck  coloration  of 
museum  specimens  of  Butorides  herons  from 
Panama  using  voucher  specimens  (Monroe 
and  Browning  1992),  and  from  Trinidad  and 
Tobago  using  a color  photograph  of  Payne’s 
(1974)  voucher  specimens  (Hayes  2006), 
yielded  results  very  similar  to  those  of  Payne 
(1974).  Independent  scoring  of  neck  color- 
ation of  live  Butorides  herons  in  the  held  in 
the  United  States  Virgin  Islands  (Hayes  and 
Hayes  2006)  and  in  Trinidad  and  Tobago 
(Hayes  2006)  using  a color  photograph 
of  Payne’s  (1974)  voucher  specimens  also 
yielded  results  nearly  identical  to  those  of 
Payne  (1974). 

In  this  study  we  chose  to  score  neck  col- 
oration based  on  photographs  of  live  birds, 
which  we  considered  more  objective  than 
scoring  neck  coloration  based  on  observa- 
tions in  the  held.  Our  initial  assessments  of 
neck  color  scores  were  nearly  always  within 
±1  score  of  our  hnal  consensus.  However, 
variation  in  lighting  and  exposure  poten- 
tially affects  the  scoring  of  neck  coloration  in 
photographs  of  live  birds.  In  a few  individu- 
als represented  in  multiple  photographs,  the 
neck  color  score  varied  by  ±1  score,  in  which 
case  our  chosen  score  was  based  on  the  av- 
erage of  the  photographs.  We  conclude  that 
using  Payne’s  (1974)  voucher  specimens  to 
score  neck  color  in  Butorides  herons  is  accu- 
rate within  ±1  score. 

Our  data  indicate  that  all  phenotypes 
ranging  from  1-8  are  present  during  the 
month  of  July,  at  a time  when  migratory  B. 
V.  virescens  from  North  America  is  unlikely 
to  be  present,  and  when  local  populations 
of  Butorides  nest  with  published  egg  dates 
ranging  from  25  February  (Wetmore  1965) 
to  28  July  (Van  Tyne  1950).  As  discussed 
above,  the  identity  of  Butorides  herons  nest- 
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ing  in  central  Panama  has  been  disputed. 
Van  Tyne  (1950)  carefully  identified  B.  stri- 
ata nesting  on  Barro  Colorado  Island  and 
questioned  the  credibility  of  earlier  reports 
of  nesting  B.  virescens'  thus,  it  remains  un- 
certain whether  B.  virescens  actually  breeds 
in  central  Panama.  Our  observations  of  both 
immature  and  adult  B.  virescens  during  the 
breeding  season  strongly  suggest  that  they 
nest  in  the  area,  although  some  or  all  may 
be  non-breeding  migratory  individuals  from 
elsewhere. 

The  increased  variability  and  intermedia- 
cy of  Butorides  herons  in  central  Panama,  in 
contrast  with  populations  dominated  by  B. 
virescens  in  western  Panama  and  populations 
dominated  by  B.  striata  in  eastern  Panama, 
strongly  implies  that  hybridization  still  oc- 
curs between  the  two  taxa  in  central  Panama. 
Because  random  mating  within  a hybrid  zone 
tends  to  reduce  variability  around  an  inter- 
mediate phenotype,  the  current  presence  of 
the  full  range  of  phenotypes  among  herons 
presumably  breeding  in  central  Panama  sug- 
gests that  most  B.  virescens  and  B.  striata  mate 
assortatively  despite  frequent  hybridization. 
We  concur  with  Hayes  (2002,  2006)  that  the 
two  taxa  appear  to  have  achieved  essential 
reproductive  isolation  (Johnson  et  al.  1999), 
thus  supporting  their  current  treatment  as 
distinct  species. 

On  the  southeastern  Caribbean  island  of 
Tobago,  Hayes  (2006)  demonstrated  a his- 
torical decline  in  the  proportion  of  interme- 
diate phenotypes  (neck  color  scores  of  4-6), 
which  accounted  for  72%  of  18  specimens 
collected  from  1892-1913  but  only  34%  of 
50  live  individuals  during  2000-2002,  sug- 
gesting a recent  increase  in  assortative  mat- 
ing despite  occasional  hybridization.  Our 
data  from  central  Panama  suggest  a similar 
historical  decline  in  the  current  proportion 
of  intermediate  phenotypes  (33%  with  neck 
color  scores  of  4-6)  compared  with  speci- 
mens collected  year-round  65-103  years 
earlier  (43%)  and  using  a smaller  subset  of 
specimens  collected  during  May-September 
(53%).  The  lack  of  statistical  signihcance 
could  be  explained  by  the  more  recent 
dates  of  specimens  collected  from  central 
Panama  (compared  with  Tobago),  dilution 
of  the  year-round  sample  by  migrant  B.  vi- 
rescens with  high  neck  color  scores,  and  the 
small  number  of  specimens  in  the  May- 
September  sample.  Although  it  is  premature 
to  conclude  that  any  historical  shift  in  gene 
frequencies  has  occurred  in  central  Panama, 
such  a pattern  should  be  looked  for  in  fu- 
ture decades. 
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In  autumn,  millions  of  passerines  migrate 
southward  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  many 
of  these  passing  through  eastern  Florida 
before  moving  into  the  tropics  to  winter.  Some 


stop  to  feed  and  rest  at  sites  such  as  Bill  Baggs 
Cape  Florida  State  Park,  situated  at  the  south- 
ern tip  of  Key  Biscayne,  a barrier  island  east  of 
Miami.  The  restored  native  vegetation  in  the 


park  provides  fruit  and  insects  essential  for  mi- 
grant birds  to  put  on  fat  before  heading  over 
water  to  vrintering  destinations  such  as  the  Ca- 
ribbean islands  and  northern  South  America. 

The  Cape  Florida  Banding  Station  is  located 
within  the  park’s  hardwood  hammock  and  is 
operated  each  fall  from  mid-August  through  the 
first  week  of  November.  Of  the  105  species  of 
birds  banded  at  the  station  between  2002  and 
2013,  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  (Setophaga 
caerulescens)  is  the  most  frequently  captured.  In 
addition  to  the  3660  individuals  captured  2002- 
2012,  an  additional  688  have  been  banded  there 
during  other  seasons.  Among  these  4348  birds, 
there  have  been  numerous  examples  of  aberrant 
plumages,  including  two  or  three  birds  showing 
both  male  and  female  aspects  (Figures  1-12). 

For  several  of  the  aberrant  Cape  Florida 
birds,  we  have  considered  gynandromorphism 
to  be  a possible  explanation  for  the  plumages 
observed.  Most  gynandromorphic  birds  are 
thought  to  have  both  an  ovary  and  a testis, 
which  give  rise  to  both  male  and  female  char- 
acteristics in  plumage  and  other  morphological 
attributes.  Bilateral  gynandromorphs  typically 
have  an  ovary  on  the  left  side  of  the  body  and  a 
testis  on  the  right  (seldom  the  reverse)  and  have 
male  and  female  plumages  on  right  and  left, 
respectively,  sometimes  sharply  demarcated 
along  the  bird’s  midline.  During  the  first  mitotic 
division  of  the  fertilized  ovum,  normally  both 
halves  of  the  embryo  carry  chromosomes  of 
the  same  sex,  but  in  bilateral  gynandromorphs, 
one  half  of  the  embryo  carries  the  male  chro- 
mosomes and  the  other  half  female  (Gill  1995). 
“Mosaic  gynandromorphism’’  is  a term  applied 
to  birds  that  have  both  male  and  female  plum- 
age characteristics  but  with  asymmetries,  such 
as  patches  of  male-like  plumage  that  appear 
on  the  otherwise  “female”  side.  The  causes  for 
such  plumages  have  yet  to  be  elucidated;  some 
individuals  of  this  sort  have  both  ovary  and 
testis,  whereas  others  do  not  (Hollander  1975). 
Whatever  the  causes  for  such  plumages,  the 


This  bird  appears  to  be  a mosaic  gynandromorph,  with  female  features  most  prevalent.  The  back  is  green  with  a slight  blue  wash 
that  is  often  seen  on  adult  (after  hatching  year,  or  AHY)  females,  but  not  on  hatching  year  (HY)  females.  Hatching  year  males  show 
a distinctly  blue  back,  with  variable  amounts  of  green  wash.  The  extent  of  black  on  the  sides  of  the  face  and  throat  are  male-like, 
though  not  as  extensive  as  in  typical  males.  Some  HY  males  have  white  mottling  on  their  throats,  while  others  have  a white  "trim" 
(supercilium  and  lower  eye  crescent),  a feature  of  females.  Most  HY  males  and  all  AHY  males  have  a solid  black  throat,  face,  and 
breast.  The  black  on  this  bird's  right  side  of  the  face  is  more  extensive,  extending  down  onto  the  breast  sides.  The  left  side  shows  a 
"female"  pattern,  though  much  darker  than  that  seen  in  typical  females.  On  the  left  side,  note  the  pronounced  whitish  malar  that 
bordering  the  black  auriculars/cheek.  The  supercilium  and  eye  crescent  are  present  but  not  well  defined,  and  the  black  does  not 
extend  down  the  sides  of  the  breast,  though  there  is  a bit  on  the  throat.  The  "handkerchief"  wing  patch  is  small  and  suggestive  of 
HY  female.  Banded  on  29  October  2007,  the  bird  was  recorded  as  HY  of  unknown  sex,  in  average-to-good  condition. 
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GYNANDROMORPHISM  IN  BLACK-THROATED  BLUE  WARBLERS  ' 


This  bird  was  considered  an  aduit  (AHY)  femaie  at  the 
time  of  banding,  aithough  the  piumage  was  unfamiiiar 
to  us.  The  bird  iooks  like  a typicai  femaie  except  that 
the  green  on  the  back  extends  down  onto  the  throat 
and  sides  of  the  breast,  with  a slight  buff  mottling. 

In  some  adult  female  passerines,  we  have  observed 
plumage  characteristics  that  are  typical  of  males,  so  it 
is  unclear  whether  this  bird  is  merely  an  older  female 
with  male-like  plumage.  In  aduit  female  Black-throat- 
ed Blue  Warblers,  male-like  attributes  we  have  ob- 
served include  a distinct  blue  tone  on  the  upperparts, 
combined  with  a well-defined  white  wing  patch  and 
dark  cheeks.  This  bird  was  banded  1 5 October  201 0 and 
recorded  as  an  AHY  female  in  average  condition. 
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Cape  Florida  Banding  Station  birds  would  ap- 
pear to  be  mosaic  gynandromorphs  rather  than 
more  clear-cut  bilateral  gynandromorphs. 

We  have  considered  other  possible  causes 
of  the  plumage  aberrations  depicted  here. 
Molt  suspension,  for  instance,  sometimes  oc- 
curs when  there  are  insufficient  resources  for 


age  variation.  Because  most  male 
birds  have  at  least  some  testicular 
asymmetry,  we  rejected  this  con- 
dition as  a plausible  explanation 
for  the  plumages  observed  at 
Cape  Florida  as  well.  Finally,  we 
considered  hybrid  combinations, 
but  we  found  no  match  for  the  plumages  pre- 
sented here  among  known  hybrid  combinations 
and  could  think  of  no  other  hypothetical  com- 
binations that  might  produce  these  plumages. 

Apparent  bilateral  gynandromorphic  Black- 
throated  Blue  Warblers  have  been  reported  in 
California  24  October  1987  (Patten  1993),  Vir- 


completion of  molt.  In  sexually  dimorphic  spe- 
cies in  which  the  male  acquires  a female-like 
plumage  as  a result  of  molt,  suspended  molt 
can  sometimes  create  a patchwork  male/fe- 
male appearance.  Because  male  Black-throated 
Blue  Warblers  do  not  undergo  this  sort  of  molt, 
this  scenario  would  not 
be  relevant  to  the  Cape 
Florida  birds.  Graves 
(2004)  studied  testicular 
asymmetries  in  the  spe- 
cies but  did  not  suggest 
correlation  between  di- 
rectional asymmetry  in 
testicular  size  and  plum- 


This  individual  appears  to  be  a 
mosaic  gynandromorph,  though 
the  green  back  is  extensively 
washed  with  blue  on  both  sides 
and  the  entire  crown  is  very  blue. 
The  undertail  coverts  are  sym- 
metrically buf  colored.  There  is 
a black  mask  on  both  sides  of  the 
face,  with  the  black  most  con- 
centrated in  the  lores.  There  are 
traces  of  female-like  eye  cres- 
cents. The  face,  throat,  breast,  and 
side  areas  that  would  be  black  in  a 
typical  male  and  greenish-gray  or 
yellowish  buff  in  a typical  female, 
are  a confused  mix  of  green, 
black,  gray,  and  buff.  The  white 
"handkerchief"  wing  patch  is  large 
on  this  bird,  but  this  is  a feature 
we  find  to  be  variable.  Banded 
1 7 October  201 0,  it  was  recorded 
as  a HY  bird  of  unknown  sex,  in 
average-to-good  condition. 


ginia  5 October  2004  (Day  2005),  and  West  Vir- 
ginia 20  September  2005  (North  American  Birds 
60:  173).  In  all  three  cases,  the  bird’s  left  side 
had  male-like  plumage.  These  birds  were  not 
collected,  so  their  status  as  gynandromorphs 
remains  conjectural  (Graves  et  al.  1996). 
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tones  in  the  head  than  some  males  in  formative 
plumage,  closer  to  plumage  tones  and  patterns 
of  juvenile  males.  Precise  ageing  and  sexing  of 
Evening  Grosbeaks  is  best  done  in  the  hand 
(Yunick  1977). 

Distinguishing  possible  gynanders  from  aber- 
rantly pigmented  individuals  such  as  xanthro- 
chroic  individuals  (Saunders  1958,  Helleiner 
1979,  Nelson  1984)  can  be  difficult  or  impos- 
sible in  the  case  of  some  birds.  The  Tadoussac 
bird  appears  to  exhibit  strong  lateral  differences 
in  plumage,  but  the  yellow  spots  on  uppertail 
coverts  (right  side  only)  would  appear  to  be  ab- 
errant for  any  age  or  sex,  and  the  yellow  wash 
on  the  bird’s  secondaries  (right  side)  is  also 
atypical  and  also  suggestive  of  xanthrochroism. 
The  bird  was  not  collected  or  captured  for  clos- 
er study,  so  the  reason  or  reasons  for  its  unusual 
plumage  cannot  be  determined.  It  is  possible 
that  the  bird  exhibits  both  gynandromorphism 
and  xanthrochroism. 

Most  bilateral  gynandromorphs  show  male 
characteristics  on  the  right  side,  female  on  the 
left,  and  typically  the  sex  organs  differ  cor- 
respondingly, with  a testis  on  the  right  and  an 
ovary  on  the  left.  Nevertheless,  as  Graves  et  al. 
(1996)  note,  there  are  “no  standard  conven- 
tions for  analysis”  and  identification  of  gynan- 
dromsrphsi  and  so  reports  of  such  individuals 
s>b^e(i;oniy  on  phenotype  are  usually  tentative. 


The  first  reports  of  apparent  gynanders  in 
Evening  Grosbeak  came  in  the  mid-1950s, 
during  the  irruptions  of  the  species  that  swept 
through  the  northeastern  and  mid-Atlantic 
United  Stales,  Single  birds  identified  as  possible 
bilateral  gynandromorphs  were  noted  at  Pitts- 
field, Massachusetts  25-30  November  1955;  in 
York  County,  Maine  in  winter  1958-1959;  in  the 
hamlet  of  East  Chatham,  New  York  13  January 
1959;  and  at  Adams,  Berkshire  County,  Mas- 
sachusetts 10  May  1959  (Shaub  1960);  York 
County,  Maine  also  had  reports  of  gynanders 
in  winter  1960-1961  and  1961-1962  (Packard 
1962)  and  at  Warren,  Knox  County,  Maine  26 
April  1962  (Laybourne  1967).  Subsequently, 
Cadbury  (1973)  described  one  from  Pember- 
ton Township,  Burlington  County,  New  Jersey 
present  intermittently  from  10  November  1972 
through  2 March  1973,  and  Tordoff  (1983) 
documented  one  found  dead  at  a feeding  sta- 
tion at  Craig  Lake,  Cass  County,  Minnesota  3 
January  1982.  As  this  paper  was  going  into  lay- 
out, another  gynandromorph  Evening  Grosbeak 
was  reported  20  January  2013  byJean-Frangois 
Rousseau  at  Saint-Onesime-d’Ixworth,  Quebec. 

The  most  exhaustive  description  of  a gyn- 
andromorphic  Evening  Grosbeak,  a bird  col- 
lected at  Arlington,  Virginia  30  March  1962 
(Fast  1962),  was  published  by  the  Smithsonian 
Institution’s  feather  expert  Roxie  Laybourne.  In 
that  individual,  the  male  plumage  was  on  the 
left  side  and  the  testis  on  the  right,  while  the 
female  plumage  was  on  the  right  and  the  ovary 

Figure  1 


An  animal  that  is  genetically  part  female 
and  part  male  is  called  a gynandro- 
morph or  gynander.  When  the  male  and 
female  portions  of  the  animal  occur  distinctly 
on  its  right  and  left  sides,  the  animal  is  called 
a bilateral  gynandromorph.  In  birds,  bilateral 
gynandromorphs  are  usually  first  suspected  be- 
cause of  their  aberrant  plumages,  with  the  male/ 
female  plumage  distinctions  sometimes  sharply 
and  strikingly  divided  along  the  bird’s  longitu- 
dinal axis. 

In  birds,  bilateral  gynandromorphs  appear  to 
be  very  rare,  but  they  have  been  reported  on 
more  than  ten  occasions  in  Evening  Grosbeak 
(Coccothraustes  vespertinus),  a species  that 
exhibits  striking  plumage  differences  between 
males  and  females  (Gillihan  and  Byers  2001). 
The  individual  presented  here  from  Tadoussac, 
Quebec  (Figures  1-4)  appears  to  be  a hatch- 
ing-year (HY)  bird,  that  is,  a bird  in  formative 
plumage,  with  worn  edges  to  more-tapered 
flight  feathers  (adults  would  show  fresher  and 
broader  flight  feathers  in  November).  The 
brownish  tertials  would  not  be  seen  in  an  adult 
male.  This  bird  has  typical  female  plumage  on 
the  left  side  and  male-like  plumage  on  the  right 
side;  the  male  side  has  more  muted  plumage 
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on  the  left.  Laybourne  (1967)  noted  that  there  were  only  two 
instances  of  such  “crossed”  individuals  in  the  literature,  a Red- 
shafted  Flicker  (Colaptes  auratus  cafer,  Cabanis  1874)  and 
a Eurasian  Bullfinch  (Pyrrhula  pyrrhula\  Benoit  1950).  Kue- 
merlove  (1954)  considered  gyanders  with  female  plumage  on 
the  right  side  to  be  very  rare.  Terres  (1980)  indicated  that  the 
1959  Nev/  York  Evening  Grosbeak  showed  female  plumage 
on  the  right  side,  and  the  same  was  true  of  the  1959  Massa- 
chusetts bird  (Laybourne  1967).  The  1982  Minnesota  gynan- 
dromorph  was  more  typical  in  having  both  the  testis  and  male 
plumage  on  the  right  side  (Tordoff  1983). 

Among  birds,  the  first  bilateral  gynandromorphs  were  de- 
scribed by  Cabanis  (1874),  and  since  that  time,  the  list  of  spe- 
cies has  grown  to  several  dozen  (see,  e.g.,  Kumerloeve  1987, 
Patten  1993),  perhaps  in  part  because  of  the  rise  in  the  pop- 
ularity of  birding.  It  is  possible  that  gynanders  are  no  more 
frequent  in  Evening  Grosbeak  than  in  other  bird  species,  and 
their  detection  in  Evening  Grosbeaks  has  perhaps  resulted 
from  the  increasing  popularity  of  bird-feeding  stations.  How- 
ever, to  date,  a large  proportion  of  reports  of  gynanders  come 
from  the  Fringillidae,  and  it  may  be  that  gynanders  are  indeed 
more  frequent  in  this  family  than  in  others. 
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Fall  2012  was  birdy — everywhere  in 
North  America.  In  fact,  it  is  possible  that 
for  sheer  geographic  span  of  fascinating 
bird  occurrences,  fall  and  early  winter  2012  ri- 
valed just  about  any  other  season  on  the  books, 
combining  irruptions  of  boreal-forest  nesters, 
Asian  vagrants,  eastern  birds  in  the  West  (and 
vice-versa),  and  more  hurricane-flung  (and 
grounded)  birds  than  in  just  about  any  previ- 
ous season.  There  was  not  a dull  moment,  and 
for  many  regions,  the  remarkable  avian  phe- 
nomena of  autumn  continued  without  pause 
into  the  winter  season. 

Part  of  this  season’s  marvel  is  attributable  to 
a dynamic  of  which  we  are  aware  but  a dynam- 
ic that  may  not  be  fully  appreciated:  birders  are 
increasing  in  number,  and  birders  are  increas- 
ingly well  connected  through  the  new  media, 
particularly  eBird  and  other  technologies  that 
circulate  bird  observations  rapidly.  Of  course, 
we  are  accustomed  to  seeing  the  information- 
sharing networks  light  up  when  irruptions  of 
finches  or  owls  occur,  with  data  dispersing 
in  rapid  fashion  over  periods  of  weeks  and 
months.  But  the  most  dramatic  example  of  our 
Digital  Age  is  surely  the  instantaneous  commu- 
nication that  occurs  during  singular  weather 
events  like  this  season’s  strike  of  Hurricane,  or 
Superstorm,  Sandy. 

Fifteen  years  ago,  searching  for  scattered 
clues  about  hurricanes’  impacts  on  birds  in 
the  1890s  through  the  1980s,  we  telephoned 
the  “usual”  people  (it  seems  there  were  fewer 
experts  then),  looked  into  musty  books  and 


journals  in  academic  libraries,  made  pilgrim- 
ages to  study  slide  collections  and  to  screen  old 
film  footage,  and  pored  over  trays  of  specimens 
in  museums.  Whereas  in  the  early  1990s  there 
were  still  very  records  from  which  to  interpret 
storms’  effects  on  birds,  we  now  see  stronger 
patterns  emerging,  partly  owing  to  the  increase 
in  storms  themselves  but  mostly  to  the  positive 
feedback  loop:  more  information  in  circula- 
tion, more  searchers,  leading  to  more  informa- 
tion (and,  over  time,  more  searchers).  Hurri- 
cane Irene  of  2010  was  the  first  test  of  the  new 
technologies  during  a storm  (Farnsworth  and 
lliff  2012),  During  the  passage  and  landfall  and 
aftermath  of  Sandy,  one  could  see  eBird  lists 
uploaded  from  the  field  almost  instantly — a 
blooming  of  Pomarine  Jaegers,  Leach’s  Storm- 
Petrels,  and  thousands  of  birds  generally  across 
a wide  swath  of  the  continent’s  interior,  from 
the  mid-Atlantic  to  the  Great  Lakes. 

So  in  addition  to  the  ability  to  chase  a single 
rarity,  birders  now  have  the  ability  to  see  pat- 
terns almost  as  they  are  happening.  Now,  instead 
of  going  to  The  Tree  or  The  Magic  Hedge  or 
The  Picnic  Table  and  waiting  for  a (or  the  next) 
stakeout,  many  birders  monitor  various  media 
for  evolving  patterns  in  bird  distribution — 
then  go  out  to  the  best  local  habitats,  even 
micro-habitats,  and  searching  for  what- 
ever species  appears  to  be  on  the  move 
regionally  in  that  moment:  Cave 
Swallow,  Cassin’s  Sparrow, 

Leach’s  Storm-Petrel, 

McCown’s  Longspur, 


Black  Scoter,  Red-throated  Pipit.  This  activity 
is  not  “chasing”  but  is  also  not  an  unaided  or 
unexpected  process  of  discovery — more  a can- 
ny, timely  application  of  well-analyzed  recent 
data  to  the  local  landscape.  Although  there  is 
guidance,  there  is  still  the  thrill  of  discovery, 
of  documenting  something  rarely  (or  never  be- 
fore) seen  in  one’s  state,  or  county,  or  refuge, 
or  yard.  For  our  combined,  and  shared,  under- 
standing of  the  status  and  distribution  of  birds 
(which  have  been  changing  at  astonishingly 
rapid  rates),  this  sort  of  activity  is  extremely 
valuable.  It  may  also  reduce  to  some  degree  our 
negative  impacts  on  the  planet’s  health,  at  least 
compared  to  long-distance  bird-chasing. 

The  Storm  Report 

The  year  2012  nearly  closed  as  a forget- 
table hurricane  season.  Summer  had  no 
really  notable  storms,  and  only  Cate- 
gory 1 Isaac  stood  out  as  memora- 
ble for  most  of  the  autumn.  That 
storm  approached  the  mouth 
of  the  Mississippi  River  on 
28  August,  making  land- 
fall at  Port  Fourchon 
Louisiana  the  next 


Though  it  was  not  unusual  for  Hurricane  Isaac  to  displace  Magnificent  Frigatebirds 
to  Gulf  coast  locations,  this  Hitchcockian  alignment  of  birds  on  power  lines  in 
Baldwin  County,  Alabama  2 September  2012  was  a surprise. 

Photograph  by  Janice  Neitzel. 
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morning,  when  it  was  downgraded  to  tropical 
storm  status,  then  moved  north-northwest- 
ward, becoming  a tropical  depression  over 
northern  Louisiana  30  August.  The  remnants 
of  the  storm  tracked  northward  toward  the 
central  Great  Lakes.  Although  many  birders 
got  out  in  the  rain,  most  of  them  north  of  the 
Gulf  coast  states  found  only  grounded  shore- 
birds  in  their  areas,  but  there  were  a few  re- 
markable birds  found  well  inland,  one  of  them 
as  far  north  as  Michigan,  after  Isaac. 

We  have  come  to  expect  Magnificent  Frig- 
atebirds  sprinkled  liberally  along  the  coast 
after  even  moderate  tropical  storm  landfall 
(frontispiece),  but  a few  were  also  found  well 
inland  in  Mississippi  31  August  and  1-2  Sep- 
tember and  in  Louisiana  north  to  Alexandria 
30-31  August.  We  also  expect  a good  scatter  of 
Bridled  and  Sooty  Terns  after  such  storms,  but 
very  few  were  reported  after  Isaac.  A Bridled  at 
Ocean  Springs,  Mississippi  31  August  and  one 
at  Gulf  State  Park,  Baldwin  County,  Alabama 
1-2  September  were  the  only  ones  mentioned; 
in  Florida,  a Sooty  Tern  inland  at  Paynes  Prai- 
rie 27  August  might  have  been  associated  with 
the  storm.  Five  Royal  Terns  at  Lake  Wright 
Patman,  Texas  31  August  were  clearly  storm- 
driven  there,  as  were  9 Royals  at  Baton  Rouge 
29  August.  Small  numbers  of  jaegers  (most 
identified  as  Pomarine),  Black  Terns,  and  a few 
other  tern  species  were  also  found  coastally 
and  inland  after  the  storm.  Most  other  coastal 
species,  like  Laughing  Gull  and  Brown  Peli- 
can, did  not  appear  to  be  much  displaced,  but 
Florida  rehabilitation  centers  received  multiple 
boobies  (Figures  1,  2)  after  Isaac,  including  an 
adult  white-morph  Red-footed  Booby,  quite 
a rare  age/morph  anywhere  in  the  Lower  48 
United  States. 

The  most  remarkable  records  associated 
with  Isaac  were  those  of  Great  Shearwater, 
which  spanned  five  states.  A small  team  in- 
cluding Bob  and  Lucy  Duncan,  Daniel  Stange- 
land,  and  Craig  Litteken  did  some  seawatching 
in  Escambia  County,  Florida  30  August  and  2 
September,  logging  11  Cory’s,  35  Great,  and 
33  Audubon’s  Shearwaters  (plus  30  unidenti- 
fied shearwaters)  and  a respectable  13  Band- 
rumped  Storm-Petrels.  These  are  high  from- 
shore  Gulf  counts  of  all  of  these  species,  but 
the  count  of  35  Greats — a species  thought  to  be 
very  scarce  in  the  Gulf — was  especially  surpris- 
ing. Perhaps  the  high  count  in  western  Florida 
provides  context  for  single  Great  Shearwaters 
in  even  less-expected  locations:  Lake  Pontchar- 
train,  Louisiana  30  August;  Hattiesburg,  Mis- 
sissippi 31  August  (a  state  first);  Lake  Wright 
Patman,  Cass  County  in  northeastern  Texas  31 
August;  and  near  the  mouth  of  the  Platte  River, 
Benzie  County,  Michigan  8-9  September  (that 


state’s  second  record  of  any  tubenose).  Small 
numbers  of  Greats  were  also  seen  on  pelagic 
trips  off  Florida  and  Alabama,  perhaps  also  in- 
dicative of  a “good”  year  for  them  in  the  north- 
ern Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Also  as  a result  of  Isaac,  Mississippi  caught 
up  with  neighboring  states’  tubenose  records, 
garnering  its  first  firm  records  of  Cory’s  Shear- 
water, Audubon’s  Shearwater,  and  Band- 
rumped  Storm-Petrel,  this  last  one  found  20 
kilometers  inland  at  Vancleave  30  August.  A 
Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  at  New  Roads, 
Pointe  Coupee  Parish  the  same  day  was  the  first 
inland  storm-petrel  of  any  species  ever  record- 
ed in  Louisiana,  and  Florida  also  had  a Band- 
rumped  brought  in  for  rehabilitation  (Figure 
3).  One  wonders  how  many  other  tubenoses 
moved  inland  but  were  not  discovered — surely 
more  than  a few.  Any  in-hand  Band-rumped 
Storm-Petrels  represents  an  excellent  opportu- 
nity for  understanding  which  of  the  four  North 
Atlantic  sorts  (Grant’s,  Madeiran,  Monteiro’s, 
Cape  Verde)  visit  North  American  waters.  It 
would  be  marvelous  if  some  enterprising  team 
could  address  what  is  mostly  a mystery  at  this 
point!  If  specimens  are  not  salvageable,  then 
at  least  a few  feathers  are  worth  retaining  and 
sending  to  a major  museum  with  an  ornitho- 
logical collection. 

Commended  reading  in  this  issue  is  the 
Special  Attention  box  in  the  Arkansas  and 
Louisiana  regional  report,  which  details  the 
discovery  of  scores  of  dead  Clapper  Rails  and 
Mottled  Ducks  east  of  New  Orleans  following 
the  passage  of  Isaac  (Figure  4).  If  a minor  Cat- 
egory 1 storm  can  produce  such  a killing  field, 
the  mind  boggles  to  think  of  how  many  birds 
lost  their  lives  during  Katrina  or  any  number  of 
other  recent  Gulf  hurricanes  that  were  much 
stronger  than  Isaac. 

As  late  October  2012  approached,  Atlantic 
and  Gulf  coastal  dwellers  were  on  the  verge 
of  taking  a collective  sigh  of  relief  that  their 
homes  and  businesses  had  dodged  the  bullet 
for  another  year,  in  what  had  been  predicted 
to  be  a very  active  season  for  tropical  cyclones. 
But  then  Sandy  was  christened,  on  22  October, 
and  we  held  our  collective  breath. 

So  much  has  been  written  and  broadcast 
about  Superstorm  Sandy  since  the  storm  made 
landfall  near  Brigantine,  New  Jersey  at  7:30 
p.m.  on  29  October  that  it  would  superfluous 
to  provide  the  meteorological  data  we  nor- 
mally furnish  here.  In  brief,  this  storm  began 
as  a late-season  hurricane  in  the  Caribbean, 
making  landfall  in  Jamaica  24  October  as  a 
Category  1 storm,  then  in  Cuba  25  October  as 
a Category  3,  then  crossed  the  Bahamas  as  a 
Category  1 . The  storm  weakened  slightly  over 
the  next  two  days,  then  re-strengthened  to  a 


Figures  1 -3.  The  South  Florida  Wildlife  Rehabilitation 
Center  at  Fort  Lauderdale,  Broward  County  received 
multiple  seabirds  displaced  by  Hurricane  Isaac,  includ- 
ing this  trio:  a Red-footed  Booby,  a Brown  Booby,  and  a 
Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  (here  14  September  2012). 
There  are  fewer  than  five  records  of  adult  white-morph 
Red-footed  Booby  for  the  state,  and  as  yet  there  is  no 
clear  understanding  of  which  sorts  of  Band-rumped 
Storm-Petrel  occur  in  Florida  or  indeed  anywhere 
in  North  America.  Photographs  by  The  South  Florida 
Wildlife  Rehabilitation  Center. 

Category  1 hurricane  off  the  Carolinas. 

As  it  moved  into  colder  waters,  Sandy  tech- 
nically became  extra-tropical  before  landfall 
in  New  Jersey.  This  means  that  instead  of  a 
closed,  warm  core  of  wind  circulation  charac- 
teristic of  tropical  cyclones,  the  storm’s  energy 
became  derived  primarily  from  baroclinic  ac- 
tivity, in  this  case,  from  the  mid-level  trough 
that  Sandy  encountered  at  the  latitude  of  New 
Jersey.  Sandy  became  an  amalgam  of  tropical 
and  mid-latitude  systems,  a fairly  common  oc- 
currence with  tropical  cyclones  as  they  reach 
higher  latitudes,  and  was  dubbed  “Superstorm 
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Sandy"  in  the  mass  media.  Most  storms  at  this 
time  of  year  curve  northeastward  and  out  to 
sea,  but  Sandy  was  prevented  from  taking  this 
path  by  a strong  high-pressure  area  centered 
over  southern  Greenland.  This  sharp  westerly 
turn  into  the  New  Jersey  coast  was  accurately 
predicted  eight  days  in  advance  by  European 
forecast  models  but  not  until  about  one  day  in 
advance  by  North  American  forecasters. 

After  landfall,  the  stonn  moved  west-north- 
westward across  Pennsylvania  and  then  more 


northward  in  western  Pennsylvania,  toward 
Lake  Erie  and  then  into  Ontario,  where  it  dissi- 
pated, still  packing  very  strong  vrinds.  Coastal 
sites  to  the  north  of  the  center  of  circulation, 
from  central  New  Jersey  north  to  western  Long 
Island,  Staten  Island,  and  lower  Manhattan, 
sustained  massive  damages,  estimated  at  more 
than  $65  billion. 

As  is  true  in  other  storms,  we  have  diffi- 
culty in  many  cases  distinguishing  seabirds 
displaced  from  the  ocean  from  those  that 


have  been  grounded  or  concentrated  in  their 
migration  through  the  continent.  Jaegers  and 
Red  Phalaropes — two  of  the  most  conspicu- 
ous of  Sandy’s  seabirds — make  the  case  clearly. 
In  Table  1,  we  have  attempted  to  compile  raw 
numbers  of  all  seabirds  observed  29  Octo- 
ber through  1 November  (thus  likely  to  have 
been  affected  in  some  way  by  the  storm)  in 
the  northeastern  quadrant  of  North  America, 
at  least  in  areas  that  were  influenced  by  this 
very  large  storm.  Our  reporting  network,  com- 
bined with  the  data  from  eBird,  probably  cap- 
tured most  of  the  storm  birds  observed,  though 
surely  only  a tiny  fraction  of  the  birds  actually 
affected  were  observed  by  people. 

We  should  note  before  commencing  an 
overview  here  that  state-level  summary  articles 
are  beginning  to  emerge  on  the  storms  effects 
on  birds  (e.g.,  Malosh  2013),  and  these  should 
be  consulted  for  the  finer  details  of  individual 
reports.  I should  mention  too  that  our  readers 
in  the  West  have  certainly  heard  enough  about 
these  hurricanes  (we  feel  your  pain),  but  per- 
haps if  there  is  another  landfalling  hurricane 
out  west,  some  of  the  speculation  here  will  be 
useful. 

Sandy  provided  a rare  example  of  a late- 
season  landfalling  hurricane  and  certainly 
the  only  one  that  has  been  documented  ex- 
haustively. October  hurricanes  that  strike  the 
Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  are  scarce,  with  only 
1 1 records  of  strikes  since  1950:  six  in  Elorida, 
three  in  Louisiana,  one  in  Texas,  and  one  in  the 
Carolinas.  Eor  birders,  “productive”  storms  in- 
cluded Hazel  of  1954,  which  struck  the  Caro- 
linas as  a Category  4 storm  and  drove  multiple 
White-tailed  Tropicbirds  to  the  mountains 
of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania;  Opal  of  1995, 
which  struck  the  Florida  Panhandle  as  a Cat- 
egory 3 and  produced  a Masked  Booby  via  tele- 
vision newscast  Qackson  1996;  see  the  Nova 
Scotia  report  of  Burrowing  Owl,  in  this  issue); 
and  Wilma  of  2005,  also  a Category  3,  which 
hit  Florida,  then  moved  up  the  coast,  pushing 
Chimney  Swifts  to  Atlantic  Canada  and  across 
to  Ireland,  western  Europe,  and  Africa  in  great 
numbers  (Dinsmore  and  Farnsworth  2006). 
Such  storms  have  been  overshadowed  in  our 
remembrance  by  Katrina  of  2005  and  now  by 
Sandy,  but  their  impacts  were  considerable  on 
both  manmade  structures  and  natural  habitats, 
especially  dunes  and  islands. 

October  storms  that  might  be  less  memo- 
rable, because  they  were  not  hurricanes  when 
they  struck  land  (or  did  not  make  full  land- 
fall), include  Grade  of  1959,  which  produced 
the  famous  film  footage  of  the  “Hawk  Moun- 
tain Petrel,”  an  aberrant  bird  that  could  well 
have  been  a Kermadec  Petrel  (Hess  1997), 
and  Ginger  of  1971,  which  pushed  a flock  of 


Table  1 iolpn*  J :odb'rrl ' 
iStipefsto'rm  Sandy,  f ' 


during  29  Octobsr  through  1 November  2012  in  areas  affected  by  Hurricane/ 


STATE  OR  PROViNCE 


SPECIES 

TOTAl 

VT 

Cory's  Shearwater 

804 

787 

4 

1 

9 

2 

Great  Shearwater 

28 

26 

3 

unidentified  shearwater  (large) 

37 

6 

33 

Manx  Shearwater 

36 

36 

Herald  Petrel 

1 

1 

unidentified  gadfly  petrel 

1 

1 

Leach's  Storm-Petrel 

229 

1 

1 

147 

11 

1 

11 

2 

46 

3 

4 

2 

Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel 

1 

1 

Wilson's  Storm-Petrel 

8 

4 

3 

1 

unidentified  storm-petrel 

5 

1 

2 

Magnificent  Frigatebird 

2 

2 

1* 

Red-billed  Tropicbird 

1 

1 

unidentified  tropicbird 

1 

1 

Red  Phalarope 

269 

43 

1 

3 

14 

152 

60 

/ 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

29 

4 

5 

20 

Pomarine  Jaeger 

474 

5 

2 

13 

201 

142 

68 

2 

41 

/ 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

75 

1 

25 

35 

13 

1 

i 

/ 

unidentified  jaeger 

24 

1 

11 

5 

6 

1 

1 

/ 

South  Polar  Skua 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

28 

5 

3 

8 

1 

8 

3 

/ 

Ross's  Gull 

2 

1 

1 

Sabine's  Gull 

2 

It 

2 

/ 

Arctic  Tern 

2 

1 

1 

Sooty  Tern 

3 

1 

It 

1 

1 

Bridled/Sooty  Tern 

3 

3 

Black  Tern 

1 

1 

Dovekie 

2 

2 

Razorbill 

3 

3 

t = individual  also  included  in  the  Pennsylvania  total 
* = Rhode  Island  bird  also  seen  in  Massachusetts  (one  of  2 total  there) 

/ = recorded  but  not  unusual  locally  and  presence  probably  not  indicative  of  entrainment  or  long-distance  displacement  by  Sandy 


-16  NORTHAMERICANBIRDS 


THE  CHANGING  SEASONS:  BIRDY 


Figure  4.  This  collection  of  dead  Clapper  Rails  (and  a few  Mottled  Ducks)  was  found  along  a small  stretch  of  flood 
protection  levee  east  of  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  8 September  201 2,  a week  or  so  after  the  passage  of  Hurricane  Isaac. 

The  extrapolated  death  toll  of  rails  along  the  several  kilometers  of  levee  at  this  site  would  have  run  into  the  thousands; 
presumably,  these  birds  succumbed  as  a result  of  Isaac's  high,  prolonged  storm  surge  that  impacted  extreme  southeastern 
Louisiana.  Photograph  by  Paul  Link/Louisiana  Department  of  Wildlife  and  Fisheries. 


30  Leach’s  Storm-Petrels,  flanked  by  2 White- 
faced Storm-Petrels,  into  Oregon  Inlet  on  the 
North  Carolina  Outer  Banks  (Teulings  1972). 
For  historical  perspective,  recall  that  in  1959, 
eastern  North  America  had  almost  no  records 
of  any  species  of  gadfly  petrel  (Black-capped 
Petrel  was  considered  a vagrant,  with  just  a 
handful  of  records),  and  in  1971,  North  Amer- 
ica had  two  previous  records  of  White-faced 
Storm-Petrel — and  the  flock  of  Leach’s  rep- 
resented a first  state  record.  Historically,  hur- 
ricane records  of  Leach’s  Storm-Petrels  away 
from  pelagic  environments  vastly  outnumber 
records  of  all  other  storm-petrel  species  com- 
bined in  eastern  North  America,  and  so  there  is 
abundant  precedent  for  the  Sandy  experience. 

We  have  very  little  avian  information  from 
the  Greater  Antilles  or  Bahamas,  where  Sandy 
must  have  had  a powerful  effect  on  birdlife, 
but  Florida  reported  a Red-billed  Tropicbird 
at  Pompano  Beach  26  October,  apparently 
pushed  shoreward  by  Sandy,  as  was  one  found 
ailing  at  Carney’s  Point,  Salem  County,  New 
Jersey  30  October.  Sandy  did  have  a few  pre- 
dictable coastal  “hurricane  birds”  such  as  Mag- 
nificent Frigatebirds  (Figures  5,  6),  but  what 
made  the  storm  unique  was  not  so  much  the 
composition  of  the  species  detected  during  and 
after  the  storm  but  the  birding  community’s 
unprecedented  levels  of  coverage  and  connec- 
tivity which  produced  a trove  of  information 
on  what  birds  were  where  and  when.  Even 
more  than  was  true  during  Hurricane  Irene, 
one  could  sit  at  home  and  watch  the  birds  ap- 
pear on  the  computer  in  real  time,  as  the  storm 
progressed  from  the  mid-Atlantic  to  the  eastern 
Great  Lakes.  As  with  Irene,  too,  the  pits  of  our 


stomachs  were  knotted,  knowing  that  friends 
and  family  across  an  enormous  area  had  lost 
power,  lost  trees,  lost  homes.  At  least  286  peo- 
ple were  killed  by  the  storm;  in  Isaac,  41  lost 
their  lives. 

Birds  that  are  not  present  in  coastal  or  inland 
areas  except  after  landfall  of  a major  storm  are 
sure  signs  of  entrainment,  that  is,  being  carried 
within  the  storm  and  moved  out  of  pelagic  ar- 
eas into  terrestrial  environments.  Inland,  such 
birds  are  normally  found  near  bodies  of  wa- 
ter, but  that  is  not  always  the  case.  The  rarest 


true  pelagic  bird  found  after  Sandy  was  found 
underneath  a mailbox  in  Hollidaysburg,  Penn- 
sylvania, a light-morph  Herald  Petrel  (Figure 
7),  the  first  for  the  state,  assuming  the  Hawk 
Mountain  Petrel  was  a Kermadec.  This  species 
has  been  found  in  the  interior  of  North  Ameri- 
ca only  a few  times  before  (New  York  in  August 
1933;  Virginia  in  September  1996  and  Septem- 
ber 2003),  with  a few  other  records  from  Vir- 
ginia and  North  Carolina  in  coastal  bays  and 
sounds  (1996,  1998).  Leach’s  Storm-Petrels 
were  the  only  other  tubenoses  photographed 


lird,  photographed  at  Little  Compton,  Newport  County,  Rhode  Island  on  30 
October  201 2,  was  present  through  31  October.  Apparently  the  same  bird  was  also  seen  in  adjacent  Bristol  County,  Massachusetts  on  30  October.  Photographs  by  Geoff  Dennis. 
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Figure  7.  Hurricane  Sandy  took  this  poor  Herald  Petrel 
from  somewhere  in  the  North  Atlantic  to  its  final  resting 
place,  beneath  a mailbox  in  Hollidaysburg,  Pennsylvania 
(here  3 November  2012).  This  represents  the  first  record 
for  the  state  and  only  the  third  record  for  the  interior  of 
North  America.  Photograph  by  Mike  Lanzone. 

during  the  storm;  a staggering  228  were  tallied 
inland,  from  ten  states  plus  Ontario,  where  2 
singles  seen  30  October  were  almost  550  ki- 
lometers from  Brigantine.  In  looking  at  these 
records  in  eBird  maps,  it’s  clear  that  almost  all 
of  the  birds  were  along  the  track  of  the  storm 
or  just  north  of  the  storm  center’s  track,  pre- 
cisely as  one  would  expect,  given  that  the  in- 
tense “right-front”  quadrant  and  the  center  of 
the  circulation  have  been  identified  in  the  past 
as  the  bird-bearing  parts  of  the  storm.  Sight  re- 
cords of  8 total  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels,  far  less 
expected  than  Leach’s  inland,  especially  in  late 
October,  will  surely  receive  records  committee 
review.  Some  of  these  are  likely  correct,  but  the 
most  astounding  of  these  was  the  single  bird 
seen  by  lakewatchers  at  Van  Wagners  Beach, 
Ontario,  where  a Leach’s  and  2 unidentified 
storm-petrels  were  also  observed. 

Though  the  coast  of  New  Jersey  north  of 
Brigantine  had  essentially  no  storm  coverage 
(birding  was  not  possible  there),  southernmost 
New  Jersey  and  plenty  of  inland  areas  in  New 
Jersey  did  have  coverage,  including  the  Dela- 
ware River.  And  of  course,  when  storms  are 
active,  birders  tend  to  mobilize  quickly  across 
the  entire  metro  area,  from  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia through  Boston,  as  birds  of  all  sorts 
are  to  known  seek  refuge  in  unusual  places 
during  periods  of  rain  and  turbulence,  even 
areas  hundreds  of  kilometers  from  the  storm’s 
center.  The  span  of  Leach’s  Storm-Petrel  re- 
cords after  Sandy  shows  a textbook  pattern  of 
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entrainment;  the  hundreds  of  birders  active  to 
the  south  of  storm’s  path  (in  this  case,  south 
of  the  Maryland/Pennsylvania  border)  saw  zero 
Leach’s,  as  one  might  have  predicted. 

Many  tubenoses  were  pushed  by  power- 
ful easterly  winds  into  windward  shores  from 
Long  Island  Sound  north  to  Cape  Cod  Bay, 
among  them  all  of  the  regular  shearwater  spe- 
cies other  than  Audubon’s.  Such  coastal  birds 
have  been  called  “displaced”  rather  than  “en- 
trained” (see  Farnsworth  and  lliff  2012),  but 
there  are  shades  of  gray  here — a storm-petrel 
discovered  in  the  Delaware  River  could  have 
been  “entrained”  to  that  location  (over  land)  or 
“displaced”  (over  water)  up  the  Delaware  Bay 
into  the  river.  We  still  know  very  little  about 
birds’  actual  paths  during  storms.  Certainly 
some  or  most  of  the  Delaware  River  Leach’s 
came  over  land  rather  than  up  Delaware  Bay 
to  reach  metropolitan  locations,  where  dozens 
of  birders  marveled  at  their  appearances  and 
posted  images  to  Facebook,  Flickr,  and  other 
image-sharing  sites.  A Herald  Petrel  in  Blair 
County,  Pennsylvania  (just  south  of  Altoona) 
has  clearly  been  “entrained”  thither,  but  what 
of  Herald  Petrels  in  Croatan  Sound  or  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  not  nearly  as  far  from  the  ocean? 
How  much  terrestrial  habitat  or  how  much  dis- 
tance must  be  traversed  to  make  the  displace- 
ment/entrainment distinction?  Is  a Sooty  Tern 
found  on  the  Connecticut  coast  less  likely  to 
have  been  “entrained”  than  one  discovered  100 
kilometers  inland?  And  how  do  we  know,  with 
birds  not  far  from  the  coast,  if  they  actually 
flew  over  any  land  at  all? 

Birds’  flight  vectors  with  respect  to  storms, 
tropical  or  otherwise,  are  matters  of  conjecture 
in  most  cases.  Surely,  many  factors  come  into 
play;  the  initial  location  of  the  birds  in  relation 
to  the  low-pressure  features;  the  strength  of 
the  features  overall  and  in  the  birds’  locations; 
the  degree  of  precipitation  and  turbulence;  the 
topography  encountered  by  flying  birds  (in- 
cluding manmade  structures);  the  individual 
bird’s  energy  reserves  and  health;  and  diver- 
gent species-specific  strategies  for  dealing  with 
high  winds  and  coastlines  (Sooty  Terns  and 
frigatebirds  commonly  disperse  far  inland  dur- 
ing tropical  storms  that  make  landfall,  whereas 
Bridled  Terns  and  Brown  Pelicans  in  the  paths 
of  the  same  storms  do  far  less  often).  All  of 
these  differences  have  been  mulled  over  and 
over  in  this  essay  since  the  mid-1990s,  when 
we  entered  the  most  active  period  for  Atlantic 
tropical  cyclones  yet  recorded. 

In  past  storms,  many  displaced  birds  have 
been  observed  reorienting  toward  the  Atlan- 
tic (toward  the  southeast  or  south-southeast) 
after  storm  winds  abated.  In  Maryland,  New 
Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania,  Leach’s  were  seen 


being  hunted  by  Peregrine  Falcons  (Figure  8), 
and  even  a Bald  Eagle  attempted  to  capture 
one,  so  we  won’t  know  whether  they  were  fit 
enough  to  attempt  a return  to  the  ocean.  And 
we  really  don’t  know  to  what  degree  shearwa- 
ters and  jaegers,  for  instance,  were  battered  by 
the  storm  winds  and  whether  any  succumbed 
as  a result  of  Sandy.  The  hard-hit  beaches  part 
were  closed  for  many  days  after  landfall,  so  if 
wrecked  birds  were  present  on  beaches,  they 
would  have  been  inaccessible. 

Sandy’s  signature  species,  Pomarine  Jaeger 
(Figure  9)  and  Red  Phalarope,  could  well  rep- 
resent a mixture  of  individuals  and  flocks  dis- 
placed from  the  ocean  and  grounded  migrants 
that  were  already  in  interior  areas.  A very  care- 
ful analysis  might  be  able  to  tease  out  those 
that  were  likely  displaced  from  those  that  were 
grounded,  but  we  will  leave  that  exercise  for 
those  with  access  to  more  powerful  comput- 
ers! The  same  is  true  of  numerous  shorebirds, 
terns,  gulls.  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  (Figure 
10),  which  could  have  come  from  lakes,  from 
the  ocean,  or  from  active  overland  migration 
to  their  sites  of  discovery.  In  the  final  tally,  the 
proportions  of  birds  reported  by  hundreds  of 
observers  fit  well  with  what  we  know  about 
the  timing  of  these  species’  migration:  Poma- 
rine Jaegers  outnumbered  Parasitics  about  6:1; 
Red  Phalaropes  outnumbered  Red-necked  9:1, 
and  so  forth.  So  even  though  it  has  been  dif- 
ficult to  determine  actual  counts  of  birds  (there 
was  duplication  in  some  counts  from  lakes, 
rivers,  even  ocean  coastlines),  the  proportions 
matched  expectations. 

Usually  lost  in  the  discussion  of  hurricanes’ 
effects  on  seabirds  are  the  coastal  species 
moved  a short  distance  inland  or  northward, 
species  such  as  Laughing  Gull,  Black  Skimmer, 
Royal  Tern,  and  Brown  Pelican,  and  indeed 
there  were  many  such  species  and  individu- 


Figure  8.  The  fates  of  many  storm-blown  seabirds  were 
documented  during  Hurricane  Sandy  by  intrepid  birders, 
many  of  whom  were  linked  together  by  their  smart  phones 
and  other  devices.  Leach's  Storm-Petrels,  including  this 
bird  at  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  29  October  201 2,  were 
easy  prey  for  Peregrine  Falcons,  and  one  was  even  attacked 
by  a Bald  Eagle.  Photograph  by  Tom  Johnson. 
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Figure  9.  A remarkable  number  of  Pomarine  Jaegers  exited  Delaware  Bay  in  the  wake  of  Hurricane  Smdy, 
occasionally  moving  past  Cape  May  Point,  New  Jersey  in  groups  of  as  many  as  20  individuals  (here  30  October 
2012).  Photograph  by  Sam  Galick. 


als  recorded  during  and 
after  Sandy — the  regional 
reports  contain  some 
detail,  but  eBird  and  the 
state -level  journals  have 
the  most  detail  on  such 
records.  But  we  would  be 
remiss  if  we  didn’t  men- 
tion the  amazing  Penn- 
sylvania records  of  coastal 
birds  inland:  9 American 
Oystercatchers  recorded 
across  the  state,  as  far 
west  as  Bedford  County 
(plus  2 at  Sandy  Point 
State  Park,  Maryland),  a 
Northern  Gannet  at  West 
Fairview  in  Cumberland 
County  (another  at  Port  Deposit,  Maryland), 
and  a spectacular  Saltmarsh  Sparrow  found  at 
Pine  Run,  Bucks  County  1-4  November. 

Pelagic  species  that  have  mostly  departed 
the  well-covered  pelagic  waters  of  the  western 
North  Atlantic  were  reported  in  the  smallest 
numbers:  in  addition  to  the  Wilson’s  Storm-Pe- 
trels were  3 Sooty  Terns,  3 South  Polar  Skuas, 
2 Red-billed  Tropicbirds,  2 Sabine’s  Gulls,  2 
Arctic  Terns,  and  a Band-rumped  Storm-Pe- 
trel. Naturally,  the  singular  and  scarce  birds 
receive  the  most  scrutiny,  but  there  was  very 
good  documentation  for  most  of  these,  and 
many  observers  commendably  left  multiple 
jaegers,  shearwaters,  storm-petrels,  3 Bridled/ 
Sooty  Terns,  a gadfly  petrel,  and  one  tropicbird 
unidentified  to  species.  The  number  of  un- 
identified birds  reported  was  comforting  and 
was  consonant  with  proportions  from  previ- 
ous storms.  Foul  weather  makes  observations 
challenging,  and  some  identifications  cannot 
be  made. 

The  reason  for  the  dramatic  westerly  turn 
that  Sandy  took,  and  partly  also  responsible  for 
tbe  intense  easterlies  that  battered  New  Eng- 
land (and  produced  elevated 
numbers  of  seabirds  at  watch- 
es in  eastern  Massachusetts), 
was  clear:  a high-pressure 
feature  was  centered  over 
southern  Greenland,  and  its 
southern  edge  brought  east- 
erly winds  over  a large  part  of 
the  East  Coast,  just  as  Sandy’s 
northern  fringes  did.  This  fea- 
ture is  known  as  a Rex  Block 
(here  also  called  “Greenland 
Block”)  and  produces  unusu- 
ally powerful  easterly  winds 
at  about  5000  m altitude  and 
lower;  the  famed  Santa  Ana 
winds  of  California  are  one 


effect  of  a Rex  Block,  but  of  course  there,  the 
easterlies  blow  offshore  rather  than  onshore. 

We  can  say  with  some  confidence  that  this 
feature,  in  concert  with  features  farther  to  the 
east,  over  the  Atlantic  and  in  Europe,  conveyed 
about  25  Northern  Lapwings  (Table  2)  to 
North  America,  from  Newfoundland  to  Geor- 
gia, beginning  27  October,  with  the  last  one 
found  24  February  (Figure  11;  see  also  Brin- 
kley 2011,  which  details  a flight  more  likely 
to  have  been  propelled  initially  by  very  cold 
weather  in  Europe).  This  is  one  of  the  largest 
passages  of  this  species  to  the  New  World  on 
record.  And  surely  some  of  the  seabirds  seen 
in  New  England  were  moved  closer  to  shore 
by  these  onshore  winds.  But  what  about  other 
birds  that  occurred  during  this  period?  Could 
the  2 Arctic  Terns  recorded  30  October,  one  in 
Massachusetts  and  one  in  Maryland,  have  been 
driven  primarily  by  this  Rex  Block  rather  than 
primarily  by  Sandy?  There  are  very  few  records 
of  Arctic  Tern  so  late  in  the  season  in  or  off 
the  Northeast,  and  so  some  observers  believe 
this  bird  must  have  been  driven  some  distance 
northward,  not  just  westward,  to  First  En- 


counter Beach.  However, 
the  Maryland  bird,  at  Vio- 
lette’s  Lock,  Montgomery 
County,  would  seem  to 
have  been  storm-ground- 
ed, perhaps  part  of  a 
(weak,  recent)  pattern  of 
late  interior  Arctic  Terns 
around  the  Great  Lakes. 
We  will  rarely  be  able 
to  assign  such  a bird  to 
one  weather  system  ver- 
sus another;  as  with  the 
1991  “Perfect  Storm”  (or 
“Hallowe’en  Nor’easter”), 
which  occurred  during 
virtually  the  same  date 
range,  these  features  in- 
teract in  ways  we  have  barely  begun  to  com- 
prehend. We  attempt  to  tease  apart  their  influ- 
ences at  our  peril. 

What  was  completely  and  utterly  new  in 
Sandy?  Well,  for  the  hrst  time,  Ross’s  Gulls 
were  recorded  during  passage  of  a tropical 
system’s  remnants:  an  adult  passed  Long  Point 
State  Park,  Cayuga  County,  New  York  on  30 
October  (Figure  12),  and  another  adult  moved 
by  Waverly  Beach,  Ontario  1 November.  Al- 
though there  was  some  discussion  online 
about  these  birds  being  related  to  the  high- 
pressure  feature  stationed  over  the  northwest- 
ern North  Atlantic,  it  seems  very  unlikely  that 
they  reached  Cayuga  Lake  and  Lake  Erie  from 
the  ocean:  this  species’  “pattern”  of  vagrancy 
in  the  East  suggests  that  these  were  birds  al- 
ready present  in  the  Great  Lakes/Finger  Lakes 
regions  and  merely  (!)  grounded  by  tbe  bad 
weather,  not  displaced  from  ocean  environ- 
ments. Many,  if  not  all,  prior  easterly/southerly 
records  of  Ross’s  Gull  can  be  found  in  eBird 
or  in  the  Avian  Knowledge  Network,  and  the 
take-home  messages  from  the  scattered  records 
would  seem  to  be:  1)  go  birding  often  around 
large  reservoirs  and  lakes  in 
fall  and  winter;  and  2)  bird 
windward  shores  during 
heavy  weather  and  just  after- 
ward. 

It  seems  certain  that  a fair- 
weather  day  would  not  have 
permitted  birders  to  observe 
these  Ross’s  Gulls  or  indeed 
the  panoply  of  kittiwakes, 
jaegers,  and  waterfowl  (espe- 
cially Brant  and  scoters  but 
virtually  all  species  of  wa- 
terfowl were  recorded)  that 
also  appeared  on  Lake  Erie, 
Lake  Ontario,  and  Cayuga 
Lake — and  spanned  from 


Figure  10.  These  six  Black-legged  Kittiwakes,  swept  by  the  winds  of  Hurricane  Sandy  toward  the  western 
end  of  Lake  Ontario,  were  among  an  astounding  total  of  88  tallied  off  Van  Wagners  Beach,  Hamilton 
County  30  October  2012.  Photograph  by  Brandon  Holden. 
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Figurt  1 1 . One  of  six  Northern  Lapwings  that  appeared 
in  New  England  in  autumn  2012,  this  individual  graced 
Cumberland  Farms,  Middleboro,  Plymouth  County, 
Massachusetts  from  11  (here)  through  13  November. 
Although  invasions  of  lapwings  are  not  without  prec- 
edent in  North  America,  this  was  the  largest  recorded 
since  1966.  Photograph  by  Ian  Davies. 


Figure  12.  A miraculous  sighting  on  Cayuga  Lake  at  Long 
Point  State  Park,  Cayuga  County,  New  York,  this  Ross's 
Gull  materialized  in  front  of  eBird  Team  Leader  Chris 


Wood,  who  managed  to  get  a decent  photograph  despite 
the  winds  and  rain  of  decaying  Hurricane  Sandy  30 
October  2012.  The  only  other  record  of  this  species  on  this 
fabled  lake  comes  from  Myers  Point  and  Stewart  Park  on 
1 2 January  1 995.  Photograph  by  Chris  Wood. 


Figure  13.  Fall  2012  was  remarkable  because  of  the 
spectacular  invasion  of  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  into 
Texas  and  indeed  throughout  North  America.  In  Texas, 
they  were  found  in  all  regions  of  the  state  and  in  large 
numbers  in  some  areas.  This  one  was  the  farthest  south 
of  these  birds  at  South  Padre  Island,  Cameron  County, 
present  from  1 6 October  through  the  end  of  the  season 
(here  13  November).  Photograph  by  Bill  Supulski. 


the  western  Great  Lakes  through  the  eastern 
New  England  and  Pennsylvania — on  those 
days.  Rough  weather  doesn’t  just  bring  these 
birds  down  to  our  mortal  vantage  point,  near 
ground  level:  onshore  winds  also  concentrate 
these  birds  near  shorelines,  providing  for  high 
counts  and  remarkable  diversity,  including  a 
few  real  pearls,  like  those  pink  Ross’s  Gulls. 

Hurricane  birding  isn’t  always  about  tuben- 
oses,  after  all. 

Autumn  Crossroads: 

South/North,  West/East 

The  storm  and  hurricane  action  in  North 
America  spanned  much  of  the  United  States 
east  of  the  Mississippi  River  this  season,  but  in 
the  "West,  the  birding  business  was  also  brisk. 
As  in  the  East,  the  irruption  of  boreal-nesting 
passerines,  especially  of  Eringillids  and  Red- 
breasted Nuthatches,  was  perhaps  as  expansive 
as  ever  recorded,  the  latter  species  reaching 
into  Texas  in  unprecedented  numbers  (Fig- 
ure 13).  Eastern/boreal  Neotropical  migrant 
passerines  were  in  elevated  numbers  from  the 
western  Great  Plains  to  the  Rockies  to  the  West 
Coast,  in  some  places  in  triple  the  re- 
cent average  seasonal  counts.  And  there 
was  also  a patchy  pageant  of  Asian/Pa- 
dhc  birds  out  of  range. 

If  there  is  a common  thread  to  these 
phenomena,  it  is  probably  the  hypoth- 
esis that  the  nesting  season  for  many 
species  was  strong,  thus  producing 
more  potential  vagrants  (Veit  2000), 
but  local  weather  phenomena,  climate 
trends,  and  food  availability  all  also 
profoundly  affect  the  birds  we  observe. 
Divining  the  vectors  along  which  vari- 
ous birds  travel  is  always  a tenuous 
endeavor,  but  such  large  numbers  of 
some  species  were  recorded — and  re- 
ported so  rapidly,  with  precise  location/ 
time  data — that  one  could  watch  flights 
of  some  of  the  most  numerous  species’ 
flights  unfold  “live,”  as  with  the  hurri- 
cane-blown birds.  Ornithologically,  this 
is  a very  exciting  time  to  be  alive:  we 
have  so  much  access  to  information, 
so  quickly,  that  our  challenge  becomes 
how  to  keep  up:  how  to  mine,  analyze, 
and  apply  what  we  can  now  so  readily 
obtain. 


Fanfare  of  finches 

The  hnch  flight  of  fall  (and  winter) 
2012  showed  movements  of  virtually 
all  species,  with  some  species  reaching 
farther  south  than  in  several  decades. 
Even  the  so-called  “superflight”  of 
finches  in  1997-1998  was  not  as  exten- 


sive, and  in  many  areas,  the  only  comparable 
flights  in  memory  occurred  in  the  early  1970s 
(Bock  and  Lepthien  1976).  Since  that  time,  we 
have  been  armed  with  a Finch  Forecast,  thanks 
to  Ron  Pittaway,  but  we  can  now  also  observe 
the  unfolding  of  the  flights  daily,  on  eBird 
maps,  and  as  a result,  we  can  almost  observe 
the  vectors  of  travel,  mostly  to  the  south  and 
east,  though  the  gaps  in  data  and/or  detection 
mean  we  are  still  just  beginning  to  understand 
such  movements. 

Pine  Grosbeaks  were  not  among  tbe  big 
headliners  in  fall  2012,  but  “hundreds”  were 
noted  moving  southward  over  Headingley, 
Manitoba  11  November,  with  neighboring 
North  Dakota  also  detecting  its  “first  notable 
numbers  seen  in  several  years”  in  late  October 
through  November,  according  to  Ron  Mar- 
tin. To  the  east,  only  a few  singles  were  seen 
in  southern  Ontario  31  October  and  2-4  No- 
vember. Far  to  the  west,  the  species  occasioned 
little  comment,  but  one  in  western  Washington 
at  Tenino  18  November  was  locally  rare. 

Purple  Finches  also  received  relatively 
little  comment  this  year,  despite  a splendid 


I Table  2,  Reporls  of  Northern  Lapwing  in  North  America,  October  ' 
i 2012throughFebroa^^  I01S. 


Location 

e 

MundyPond,  St.Johns,  NL 

1 

27  Oct 

First  Encounter  Beach,  Eastham,  MA 

1 

30  Oct 

Nantucket,  MA 

2 

30  Oct* 

Tuckahoe  Turf  Farm,  Berwick,  ME 

1 

3 Nov 

Robert  Moses  S.P.,  Suffolk,  NY 

1 

8 Nov 

near  Allentown,  Mercer,  NJ 

1 

8 Nov 

Main  Brook,  Northern  Peninsula,  NL 

1 

10  Nov 

Deep  Hollow  Ranch,  Montauk,  NY 

2 

10-14  Nov 

Sandy  Point,  Shelburne,  NS 

1 

n-12Nov 

Cumberland  Farms,  Middleboro,  MA 

1 

11-13  Nov 

Bridgewater,  MA 

1 

11  Nov-1  Jan 

Canso,  NS 

1 

13-28  Nov 

Back  Bay  N.W.R.,VA 

1 

20  Nov 

Kingsburg,  Lunenburg,  NS 

1 

1 Dec 

New  Egypt,  Ocean,  NJ 

3 

14Jan+ 

Little  Compton,  Newport,  Rl 

2 

1-7  Feb 

Cordova,  Talbot,  MD 

1 

3-4  Feb 

Bulloch,  GA 

1 

6-21  Feb 

Person,  NC 

1 

24-27  Feb 

*These  2 birds  overwintered  and  were  joined  by  a third  lapwing  on 
26  Feb  2013.  (Spring  migrants  in  the  Northeast  will  be  treated  in  the 
spring  season  essay.) 
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Figure  14.  As  did  most  of  the  "winter"fiiiches  and  as  did  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  in  autumn 
2012,  Evening  Grosbeaks  irrupted  across  an  enormous  area  of  the  continent.  Many,  such  as 
these  at  Marienville,  Forest  County,  Pennsylvania  18  November,  gorged  themselves  at  bird 
feeders  before  wandering  onward.  Photograph  by  Geoff  Malosh. 


(for  recent  years)  showing  in  the 
East.  Large  numbers  were  noted 
at  feeders  in  southern  Ontario  in 
October,  which  translated  into  ex- 
cellent Atlantic  coastal  flights  soon 
thereafter:  1270  passing  Cape  May 
3 November,  80  at  Kiptopeke,  Vir- 
ginia 11  November  were  counts 
not  seen  so  far  south  in  decades. 

In  the  West,  where  recorded  of- 
ten as  single  birds  (and  boldfaced 
in  many  regions).  Purples  were  at 
Lewiston,  Idaho;  at  Pyramid  Lake, 

Nevada;  in  Walla  Walla  County, 
Washington;  and  in  Inyo  County, 

California.  These  were  probably 
of  the  western  subspecies,  calif or- 
nicus,  but  a calling  Purple  Finch 
at  Bradley  Lake,  Pierce  County, 

Washington  20  November  was  apparently  of 
the  nominate  subspecies,  for  which  that  state 
only  has  a single  record. 

For  Pine  Grosbeak  and  Purple  Finch — as 
well  as  for  Red  Crossbill  and  Evening  Gros- 
beak (see  below) — multiple  taxa  and/or  Call 
Types  (or  simply  Types)  have  been  described 
in  recent  years.  As  we  learn  more  about  these 
different  Types,  we  see  disparate  and  complex 
patterns  of  irruption  in  each,  with  some  Types 
clearly  dispersing  widely  and  others  not  de- 
tected at  all  or  detected  only  in  small  numbers 
away  from  core  range  (and  of  course,  for  some 
of  the  more  nomadic  Types,  “core  range”  is  dif- 
ficult to  define!).  Nevertheless,  from  a conti- 
nental perspective,  the  2012-2013  finch  flight 
qualified  as  a rare  “superflight,”  with  signifi- 
cant movement  detected  in  all  northern  hnch 
species. 

Massive  flights  of  Pine  Siskins  were  reported 
in  some  areas,  but  far  more  were  detected  east 
of  100°  W longitude  than  west  of  it.  As  usual, 
the  hrst  inklings  of  a flight  came  from  Canada, 
where  observers  in  Northumberland  County, 
Ontario  called  it  “easily  the  heaviest  flight  on 
record,”  with  reports  of  over  3000  siskins  in 
late  September.  To  the  west.  Hawk  Ridge  near 
Duluth,  Minnesota  had  a peak  count  of  4050 
siskins  14  October.  The  coast  of  Maine  had  up 
to  350  per  site  in  late  September;  New  Hamp- 
shire reported  up  to  423  in  mid-October;  and 
Connecticut  had  a flight  of  1650  at  Lighthouse 
Point  21  October.  But  the  greatest  single  site 
count  was  in  New  York,  a week  later:  20,275 
siskins  at  Robert  Moses  State  Park,  Long  Island 
on  the  morning  of  27  October!  Counters  at 
Cape  May,  New  Jersey  rallied  with  a count  of 
6750  on  2 November  (and  a three-day  total  of 
18,380  on  1-3  November),  but  imagine  a sin- 
gle backyard  in  Cape  May  County,  New  Jersey 
with  1200  siskins  in  view,  a tally  without  equal 


there.  At  about  the  same  time,  the  Virginia 
coast  recorded  its  highest  numbers,  roughly 
2000  birds  from  31  October  through  2 No- 
vember (season  total  at  Kiptopeke  of  12,728), 
and  triple-digit  flocks  were  seen  across  much 
of  Maryland.  Near  the  same  latitude,  171  sis- 
kins were  at  Pekin,  Indiana  27  October,  and 
the  species  was  “widespread”  by  the  third  week 
of  October  in  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  with 
high  counts  from  50  to  about  95  by  months 
end.  On  10  November,  Chicago  Botanic  Gar- 
den held  183  siskins;  Hampton  Cemetery  in 
Franklin  County,  Iowa  had  200;  and  birders  in 
Forsyth  County,  Georgia  found  165  siskins.  A 
bit  later,  100  siskins  had  reached  Chillicothe, 
Missouri  23  November.  Farther  south,  single 
digits  of  siskins  reached  Baton  Rouge  in  late 
October  and  Miami  on  28  November. 

To  the  west,  siskins  were  not  nearly  as  nu- 
merous; there  were  a few  early  birds  in  the 
Dakotas,  Nebraska,  and  Kansas,  but  no  sub- 
stantial flight  followed.  The  Special  Attention 
box  in  the  Colorado  and  Wyoming  report  in 
fact  details  the  exodus  of  the  species  after  Au- 
gust from  that  region,  which  shows  up  neatly 
in  eBird  data.  Arizona  and  southern  California 
had  localized  incursions  of  siskin  flocks,  from 
the  Lower  Colorado  River  Valley  to  the  Pacihc 
coast,  mostly  in  mid-October. 

Redpolls  of  both  species  contributed  might- 
ily to  the  finch  bonanza,  though  as  usual  most 
of  the  action  was  in  the  northern  tier  of  the 
Lower  48,  not  on  the  Pacific  coast  or  in  the 
Southeast,  but  the  northern  Rockies  did  have  a 
hne  showing  of  both  (a  story  to  be  told  in  full 
in  the  winter  issue). 

Ontario,  and  southern  Canada  generally, 
reported  the  first  influxes  of  redpolls  during 
October,  and  a very  early  Common  Redpoll 
arrived  at  Uxbridge,  Massachusetts  2 Octo- 
ber, though  most  New  England  arrivals  came 


synchronously  on  24  October  to 
Vermont,  Maine,  and  Connecticut. 
By  the  middle  of  October,  north- 
ern New  Englanders  were  enjoying 
three-digit  flocks,  and  dozens  were 
seen  south  to  Connecticut,  New 
York,  and  New  Jersey  by  late  No- 
vember. Maryland,  West  Virginia, 
and  Virginia  had  about  a dozen 
Common  Redpolls  each,  which 
is  notable,  but  by  late  November, 
North  Carolina  had  already  re- 
corded 5,  which  is  a red-letter  total 
there,  and  Kentucky  had  a single 
by  11  November. 

In  the  Midwest,  the  first  Com- 
mon Redpolls  were  2 in  Chicago’s 
Lincoln  Park  31  October,  and 
numbers  built  steadily  in  Novem- 
ber, with  peaks  of  140  at  Chicago  Botanic  Gar- 
den 18  November  and  136  at  an  Indiana  feeder 
a week  later.  In  Iowa,  the  first  Common  was  at 
Red  Feather  Prairie  27  October,  soon  followed 
by  another  in  Missouri,  and  flocks  of  a dozen 
or  two  graced  that  region  by  the  end  of  No- 
vember as  well. 

To  see  redpolls  in  four  digits,  one  had  to 
bird  farther  west.  In  North  Dakota,  observers 
logged  1000+  redpolls  per  day  commonly  by 
late  November,  with  the  highest  count  of  1870 
birds  coming  25  November.  South  Dakota  also 
had  very  high  numbers  (in  the  hundreds),  but 
farther  south  in  the  Southern  Great  Plains,  Ne- 
braska had  only  a few  and  Kansas  just  2 red- 
polls by  the  end  of  November.  However,  the 
Rockies  and  Great  Basin  were  alive  with  red- 
polls in  the  fall  and  right  through  the  winter 
months.  At  Jackson  Hole,  Wyoming,  75  were 
recorded  in  late  October,  and  Colorado  quickly 
followed  suit,  recording  8 in  Boulder  County 
6 November  and  scores  subsequently,  with  a 
high  count  of  65  at  Baseline  Reservoir  24  No- 
vember. Northern  Utah’s  first  redpolls  arrived 
8 November  in  Cache  County,  with  16  more 
birds  found  by  season’s  end,  and  one  frequent- 
ed a Nevada  feeder  at  Fallon  27  November. 
Washington  was  awash  in  redpolls  again  this 
year,  with  the  earliest  bird  noted  at  Ridgefield 
20  October  (!).  The  southernmost  Common 
Redpoll  in  autumn  reached  New  Mexico’s  Dry 
Cimarron  Valley  24  November,  the  state’s  third 
record  in  the  past  six  years. 

Reports  of  Hoary  Redpoll  typically  represent 
a tiny  fraction  (well  under  1%)  of  autumn- 
period  redpoll  reports,  but  this  season  saw  far 
more  than  usual.  Well  ahead  of  the  hordes  was 
the  Hoary  that  reached  St.  Louis  County,  Min- 
nesota 22  October.  Single  Hoaries  with  docu- 
mentation were  noted  in  Maine  (1 1 and  17  No- 
vember), northern  New  York  (20,  22,  and  24 
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November),  Ohio  (24  November),  Illinois  (18 
November),  Indiana  (20  and  25  November), 
South  Dakota  (seven  reports  in  November), 
and  Montana  (8  birds;  25,  26,  and  28  Novem- 
ber). The  Indiana  birds  marked  the  first  time 
that  this  species  had  ever  been  reported  in  the 
state  in  the  fall  season,  and  the  western  Mon- 
tana records  were  called  the  “best  appearance 
ever.”  Still  farther  west,  eastern  Washington 
had  three  reports  with  details  of  Hoaries  (25, 
28,  and  30  November).  The  winter  essay  will 
have  more  to  say  about  redpoll  movements, 
which  were  called  “spectacular”  in  the  conti- 
nent's center  and  which  involved,  once  again, 
four  different  taxa  in  the  continents  northeast- 
ern corner,  keeping  online  feeder-watchers  and 
photographers  busy  with  discussions  of  Hor- 
nemanns  and  Greater  Redpoll  subtleties. 

Marvelous  birds  even  where  common.  Red 
Crossbills  and  White-winged  Crossbills  mes- 
merized birders  at  many  locations  where  they 
are  rarely  seen.  At  least  10  Types  of  Red  Cross- 
bills have  been  recognized  in  North  America, 
and  at  least  half  of  those  Types  were  on  the 
move  m fall  2012,  though  the  vast  majority  of 
records  appeared  to  be  of  Type  3,  which  nests 
primarily  in  the  Pacific  Northwest. 

Manitobans  were  among  the  first  to  note 
the  massive  movement  of  Red  Crossbills, 
which  started  there  m late  July;  all  flight  calls 
recorded  there  point  to  Type  3.  This  irruption 
thus  involved  birds  that  were  crossing  the  con- 
tinent in  an  easterly  direction.  In  Quebec,  the 
Tadoussac  Bird  Observatory  logged  230  Red 
Crossbills,  almost  all  of  Type  3 but  with  a few 
Type  10  also  recorded,  a Type  also  most  closely 
associated  with  the  Pacific  Northwest.  On  the 
heels  of  the  Canadian  prairie  flights,  the  pas- 
sage of  1252  Reds  at  Minnesota’s  famed  Hawk 
Ridge  2 August  smashed  that  site’s  previous 
high  count  by  a factor  of  four!  Southern  Ontar- 
io began  getting  Red  Crossbills  by  late  August, 


“the  most  in  decades,”  according  to  Margaret 
Bain,  and  observers  at  Point  Pelee  documented 
many  as  Type  3. 

Still  farther  south  and  east,  in  New  England, 
the  Red  irruption  was  called  the  “largest  in 
decades,”  with  a trickle  that  began  in  August 
leading  to  hundreds  as  cooler  weather  arrived 
in  October.  Maryland,  Ohio,  and  Pennsylva- 
nia had  Red  Crossbills  arrive  2 September  (!), 
with  huge  numbers  to  follow,  the  species  being 
recorded  in  14  Maryland  and  30  Pennsylva- 
nia counties  by  30  November.  Flights  of  Red 
Crossbills  were  “off  the  charts”  on  the  mid- 
Atlantic  coast,  with  daily  highs  of  315  at  Cape 
May  and  270  at  Cape  Charles  (Kiptopeke)  in 
mid-November,  the  latter  unheard  of.  Record- 
ists at  both  of  these  peninsular  locations  were 
assiduous  in  documenting  their  finds,  and  all 
found  that  Type  3 Reds  were  predominant, 
with  a smaller  proportion  of  Type  10.  However, 
Cape  May  recorded  a few  Type  2 and  Type  1, 
while  Cape  Charles  had  a single  verified  Type 
4 on  30  November.  Maryland’s  highest  count 
also  came  from  the  coast,  23  at  Assateague  Is- 
land 20  November;  birders  in  that  state  verified 
Type  3 and  Type  10  Reds  this  season.  Remark- 
ably, several  Type  3 Reds  were  audio-recorded 
all  the  way  south  to  Bartow  County,  Georgia 
in  November,  the  southernmost  record  of  this 
Type  in  the  East  and  the  state’s  first. 

Illinois  and  Indiana  were  blessed  with  nu- 
merous Red  Crossbills,  with  counts  peaking 
around  60  birds  per  location,  while  Iowa  had 
over  30  reports  involving  300  birds,  the  largest 
Hock  being  of  50  birds,  again  with  all  record- 
ings indicating  Type  3 Reds.  Farther  south, 
birders  in  Missouri  audio-recorded  their  Reds, 
detecting  Type  3 but  also  Type  2.  Kentucky 
birders  enjoyed  the  first  irruption  of  the  spe- 
cies “in  many  years”  starting  in  mid-Novem- 
ber, and  their  recordings  from  Lexington  also 
proved  to  be  Type  3. 

At  the  continent’s  center,  the  Great 
Plains  were  not  left  out  of  this  historic 
flight.  In  mid-August,  North  Dakotans 
began  recording  numbers  of  Type  3 
(and  a few  Type  2),  and  by  the  season’s 
end,  21  counties  had  records  of  the 
species,  with  the  highest  single  count 
being  of  50  birds.  Nebraska  and  Kan- 
sas likewise  tallied  about  200  each  in 
total,  while  21  were  recorded  in  Okla- 
homa; Kansas  recordings  proved  to  be 
of  Type  2 birds  in  August  and  Septem- 
ber (not  unexpected  there),  but  the 
state’s  first  Type  4 birds  (2  individuals) 
were  documented  in  Ellis  County  11 
November.  Texans  recorded  the  spe- 
cies mostly  in  the  state’s  western  half, 
with  the  earliest  bird  noted  in  Lubbock 


Figure  1 5.  This  first-winter  Rustic  Bunting  was  found  by 
Margo  Hearne  at  Massett  on  Haida  Gwaii  1 9 October  201 2, 
part  of  a fascinating  set  of  Asian  visitors  to  British  Columbia 
and  farther  south  to  California.  Photograph  by  Ray  Woods. 

22  October  and  the  peak  count  of  30  coming 
from  El  Paso.  Audio-recordings  from  Lub- 
bock on  29  November  confirmed  that  these 
birds  were  of  Type  2.  In  Colorado,  the  eastern 
plains  produced  ten  reports  of  Red  Crossbills 
involved  apparently  Type  2 and  Type  5 in  what 
was  called  a “modest  irruption.” 

In  the  Southwest,  “large  numbers”  of  Reds 
were  reported  across  New  Mexico,  with  double 
digits  south  to  the  Rio  Grande  "Valley  there,  but 
Arizona  had  few  reports,  the  largest  being  just 
11  birds  at  Parker  19  September.  The  Pacific 
Northwest,  where  the  flight  presumably  began, 
was  covered  up  in  crossbills:  1400  birds  were 
counted  at  Heceta  Beach,  Oregon  22  Novem- 
ber; scores  of  reports  came  from  the  northern 
California  coast,  all  apparently  involving  Type 
3;  and  southern  California  likewise  had  Type 
3 but  also  Type  2 in  elevated  numbers  in  the 
lowlands  south  to  San  Diego  County. 

So  far  as  we  know,  only  the  Gulf  coast  states 
were  left  out  of  the  crossbill  avalanche.  Thank- 
fully, a paper  is  in  preparation  (by  crossbill 
guru  Matt  Young)  on  the  2012-2013  flight  of 
Red  Crossbills,  and  we’ll  be  sure  to  mention  it 
here  when  it’s  published. 

Though  not  as  numerous  as  Red  Crossbills 
in  most  areas.  White-winged  Crossbills  were 
almost  as  widespread  as  Reds,  which  is  very 
unusual  in  many  of  our  reporting  regions.  In 
all  areas,  arrival  and  peak  of  passage  was  later 
for  White-winged  than  Red,  regardless  of  the 
Type  of  Red  involved.  White-winged  Crossbill 
is  polytypic,  with  Two-barred  Crossbill  (sub- 
species bifasciata)  found  only  in  Europe,  and 
our  nominate  subspecies  is  known  only  from 
North  America.  So  far,  no  one  has  described 
multiple  Types  of  this  species  in  North  Amer- 
ica; the  former  subspecies  megaplaga,  of  His- 
paniola, has  been  elevated  to  full  species,  His- 
paniolan  Crossbill. 


Figure  16.  In  a bountiful  year  for  Sharp-tailed  Sandpipers  in  North 
America,  these  two  were  of  a remarkable  group  of  1 5 juveniles  dis- 
covered at  Pantage  Lake  nearQuesnel,  British  Columbia  5 September 
2012.  Photograph  by  Rod  Sargent. 
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Southern  Canada,  from  Manitoba  to  Que- 
bec, held  much-elevated  numbers  of  White- 
winged Crossbills,  and  the  count  of  831  at 
Hawk  Ridge,  Minnesota  broke  all  state  records 
28  October.  By  the  end  of  November,  the  spe- 
cies had  been  detected  in  33  Minnesota,  28 
Wisconsin,  39  Michigan,  and  12  North  Da- 
kota counties.  Farther  east,  43  Pennsylvania 
counties  had  records  of  White -wingeds  by  the 
end  of  the  period,  and  Ohio,  Illinois,  and  In- 
diana had  widespread  reports  in  double  digits 
by  mid-November,  though  most  were  from 
the  northern  halves  of  those  states.  Iowa’s 
first  record  came  1 November  with  9 birds  in 
Dickinson  County,  but  as  many  as  56  per  site 
were  recorded  by  mid-month,  and  Missouri 
even  produced  four  records  totaling  7 birds  in 
November.  The  southerly  edge  of  the  flight  in 
November  was  defined  by  7 in  Kentucky,  one 
in  Tennessee,  and  two  reports  (18  birds  total) 
from  West  Virginia. 

In  the  West  and  the  Plains,  records  of  the 
species  were  spotty,  as  is  typical  there.  Boze- 
man, Montana  had  its  largest-ever  flock,  of  230 
birds  13  November.  Nebraska  had  34  reported 
from  seven  locations  all  season,  whereas  Kan- 
sas had  just  two  reports  totaling  13  birds  on 
11  November.  Five  White-wingeds  reached 
Washington  by  the  end  of  November,  and  there 
were  no  November  reports  farther  south  on  the 
Pacific  coast.  Colorado’s  only  report  of  White- 
winged Crossbill  was  of  2 birds  in  Clear  Creek 
County,  and  New  Mexico  had  small  numbers, 
also  probably  local  nesters,  at  Elk  Mountain, 
near  Serpent  Lake,  and  around  Sandia  Crest, 
where  they  had  been  reported  in  the  summer. 

Most  of  the  record-breaking  totals  of  the 
species  came  from  the  East,  from  Rhode.  Is- 
land to  North  Carolina.  In  New  England,  a 
few  White-wingeds  in  September  presaged  the 


massive  flight  throughout  that  region,  but  the 
coast  logged  the  highest  counts;  up  to  150  in 
Maine,  300  in  Massachusetts,  and  an  aston- 
ishing 650  moving  past  a single  location  in 
Rhode  Island  19  November.  Thousands  passed 
through  Cape  May  during  the  season,  mostly 
between  late  October  and  mid-December,  with 
a record-high  count  of  410  on  3 November.  To 
the  south,  Marylanders  detected  the  species  in 
16  counties,  while  Virginia’s  records  spanned 
the  state  from  the  mountains  (flocks  up  to  13 
birds)  to  the  coast,  where  the  final  tally  came  to 
158  at  Kiptopeke,  far  eclipsing  all  previous  sea- 
sons combined.  Late  November  also  produced 
records  of  up  to  7 White-wingeds  in  northeast- 
ern North  Carolina  at  Manteo  and  6 at  Corolla, 
while  2 were  in  the  Great  Dismal  Swamp  in 
adjacent  Virginia. 

As  welcome  and  wonderful  as  all  of  these 
finches  were,  most  birders  will  remember  the 
season  as  an  outstanding  one  for  those  stun- 
ning Evening  Grosbeaks  (Figure  14),  chiefly 
in  the  East,  where  birds  of  the  nominate  sub- 
species (also  called  Type  3)  are  the  expected 
Type.  “It  was  a return  to  glory  days  for  Evening 
Grosbeaks,  which  delighted  many  observers 
whose  backyard  bird  feeders  had  lacked  visits 
from  this  species  for  many  years,”  as  Tom  Reed, 
Shai  Mitra,  Bob  Paxton,  and  Frank  Rohrbach- 
er  write  in  the  Hudson-Delaware  report.  The 
American  Birding  Association  had  selected  this 
species  as  its  Bird  of  the  Year  for  2012,  in  part 
because  there  were  subtle  signs  of  the  coming 
irruption:  outbreaks  of  Spruce  Budworm  in 
the  eastern  parts  of  the  boreal  forest  in  Canada, 
which  have  typically  preceded  irruptive  cycles 
in  the  East  in  decades  past,  were  reported  in 
2010  and  2011,  and  so  we  at  ABA  felt  it  would 
be  good  to  raise  awareness  during  an  irruption 
cycle  about  the  conservation  issues  that  Eve- 
ning Grosbeak  and  other  boreal 
forest  nesters  face.  (Needless  to 
say,  we  were  relieved  when  the 
irruption  actually  materialized.) 
In  many  areas,  this  was  the  first 
irruption  since  the  early  1980s, 
and  so  for  many  birders,  it  was 
the  first  flight  they’d  witnessed.  In 
addition  to  the  boreal  forest  nest- 
ers, Evening  Grosbeaks  of  other 
Types  were  found  on  the  move  in 
the  West,  with  one  at  Ejido  Bonfil, 
Baja  California  Sur  15  November 
furnishing  the  first  record  of  the 
species  for  the  entire  Peninsula! 

The  clarions  were  once  again 
sounded  first  in  southern  Mani- 
toba, where  the  waves  of  gros- 
beaks were  the  strongest  so  far 
this  century;  by  October,  flocks 


Figure  18.  Black  Scoter  is  rare  but  apparently  increasing  in 
frequency  in  New  Mexico;  this  year  marked  the  third  consecu- 
tive year  for  the  species  in  the  state,  with  a Sierra  County 
first  adult  male  at  Elephant  Butte  Lake  27  October  2012. 
Photograph  by  David  J.  Cleary. 

of  100  were  being  reported  across  southern 
Ontario  and  Quebec,  where  it  had  been  years 
since  such  numbers  had  been  seen.  Minnesota, 
Wisconsin,  and  Michigan  soon  followed,  with 
the  highest  counts  there  “in  several  decades” 
according  to  Peder  Svingen  and  a fine  tally  of 
136  from  Michigan’s  Whitefish  Point  25  Octo- 
ber. Upstate  New  York  got  its  first  reports  in 
late  September,  and  soon  feeders  across  upstate 
were  murmuring  with  gangs  of  grosbeaks.  In- 
terestingly, New  Englanders  did  not  have  quite 
as  many,  though  Walter  and  Nancy  Ellison 
called  it  “the  best  showing  in  at  least  a decade”; 
high  counts  were  between  20  and  40  in  Octo- 
ber and  November,  whereas  the  mid-Atlantic 
saw  more:  a count  of  64  at  Cape  May  8 No- 
vember, a count  of  26  at  Cape  Charles  6 No- 
vember (season  total  of  82),  a few  dozen  each 
across  Maryland,  West  Virginia,  and  mainland 
Virginia,  and  nine  reports  of  14  total  birds  in 
North  Carolina,  where  the  species  had  become 
a great  rarity  since  the  1980s,  unreported  for 
many  years  at  a time. 

South  of  the  Great  Lakes,  most  states  in  the 
Midwest  shared  in  the  bounty.  Some  17  Ohio 
counties  had  Evening  Grosbeaks  by  the  end  of 
November,  as  did  33  Pennsylvania  counties, 
“hearkening  back  to  the  1980s,  the  most  recent 
period  of  regular  occurrence”  in  the  region,  ac- 
cording to  Vic  Fazio  and  Tom  Johnson  in  the 
Eastern  Highlands  and  Upper  Ohio  River  Val- 
ley region.  In  Indiana,  it  was  the  “best  flight 
since  1993,”  write  Jim  Hengeveld,  Keith  Mc- 
Mullen, and  Geoff  Williamson,  with  10  Illinois 
records  of  28  total  grosbeaks  and  a old-fash- 


Figure  17.  Single  Field  Sparrows  were  recorded  in  each  of  the  three  Prairie 
Provinces  during  fall  2012.  This  bird  was  at  Regina,  Saskatchewan  on  29 
September.  Photograph  by  Kim  Mann. 
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Figure  1 9.  British  Columbia's  first  Cave  Swallow  appeared  at 
Iona  Island  near  Vancouver  11-18  (here  1 2)  November  2012. 
Could  this  bird  be  a "mirror-image"  migrant  of  the  usual 
northeastern  "reverse"  migrant?  Photograph  by  David  Tang. 

ioned  tally  of  31  at  Indiana  Dunes  State  Park 
10  November.  Iowa  had  single  males  at  three 
feeders  in  mid-November,  the  first  reported  in 
that  state  since  1998.  In  the  eastern  half  of  the 
continent,  much  as  for  White-winged  Cross- 
bill, the  southern  boundary  of  the  flight  was 
defined  by  a handful  of  records  from  Missouri 
(singles  at  two  feeders),  Kentucky  (3  birds  to- 
tal at  two  locations),  Tennessee  (where  2 were 
found  at  Paris  16  November),  and  North  Caro- 
lina. For  the  remainder  of  the  year,  and  indeed 
the  entire  winter,  none  were  found  south  of 
those  records,  with  the  remarkable  exception 
of  a single  bird  at  San  Augustine,  Texas  in 
mid-February  2013.  Other  than  this  last  bird, 
it  is  probably  safe  to  assume  that  easterly  and 
midwestern  birds  are  of  the  widespread  Type 
1 (nominate  subspecies),  though  only  Virginia 
birders  confirmed  this  with  audio  recordings 
and  analysis. 

In  the  West,  it  becomes  difficult  to  guess 
which  Type  of  Evening  Grosbeak  might  be 
present;  all  four  (or  even  five)  Types  have 
been  recorded  in  the  West.  Although  Evening 
Grosbeaks  were  reported  from  the  Black  Hills 
of  South  Dakota  (where  Type  1 breeds),  the 
species  was  “almost  absent  elsewhere”  in  the 
Dakotas,  with  only  three  November  reports, 
all  of  singles.  Nebraska,  where  the  species  has 
become  almost  as  scarce  as  in  North  Carolina, 
had  about  9 birds  among  four  locations.  Could 
any  of  these  have  been  of  Type  3?  Almost  cer- 
tainly; but  Type  4,  which  nests  in  the  southern 
Rockies,  should  also  be  a possible  visitor  to  the 
central  and  southern  Plains.  (Unlike  with  Red 
Crossbill  Types,  eBird  does  not  yet  permit  spe- 
cific entry  of  Type  for  Evening  Grosbeak.)  Four 
boldfaced  Evening  Grosbeaks  in  far  western 
Texas  at  the  Davis  Mountains  Resort  3 1 Octo- 
ber could  also  have  been  Type  3 or  Type  4 — but 
how  plausible  is  Type  1 (recorded  to  Colorado) 
or  even  recently  proposed  Type  5 (thought  to 


inhabit  the  Sierra  Madre  of  Mexico,  recorded 
in  southeastern  Arizona)  for  western  Texas?  “It 
was  definitely  a flight  year  for  Evening  Gros- 
beaks in  southern  Arizona”  according  to  Gary 
Rosenberg  and  Mark  Stevenson;  they  received 
14  reports,  mostly  of  multiple  birds.  Were 
these  all  of  Type  5,  thought  to  be  more  preva- 
lent in  southern  Arizona,  whereas  Type  4 is  the 
most  likely  in  northern  Arizona?  California’s 
Sierra  Nevada  has  its  own  nesting  Type  of  Eve- 
ning Grosbeak,  Type  2,  and  it  is  possible  that 
all  of  the  many  records  in  October/November 
across  the  state  were  of  birds  descending  the 
local  mountains  into  the  lowlands.  But  in  fall/ 
winter  2010-2011,  it  was  believed  that  Type  1 
birds  were  involved  in  a statewide  flight  (Da- 
vis et  al.  2011).  This  Type  breeds  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest,  from  British  Columbia  to  Oregon, 
in  the  northern  Rockies  south  to  northern  Wy- 
oming, and  east  to  the  Black  Hills.  It  has  also 
been  recorded  in  Colorado,  where  regional  ed- 
itors report  “a  modest  movement  of  grosbeaks 
from  the  mountains”  into  Pueblo,  Crow  Valley, 
Jackson,  and  Lamar.  Were  these  all  of  Type 
4,  the  local  nester,  as  assumed?  And  what  on 
earth  was  the  Evening  Grosbeak  in  Baja  Cali- 
fornia Sur?  Perhaps  the  next  frontier  (once  we 
figure  out  these  Red  Crossbills)  will  be  Evening 
Grosbeaks!  Although  these  Types  are  believed 
to  be  much  less  nomadic  than  Red  Crossbills, 
we  really  don’t  have  much  data  on  which  to 
base  that  assumption. 

Spice  from  the  East 

A Gray-tailed  Tattler  on  Nantucket  18-20  Oc- 
tober; a Wandering  Tattler  at  Chicago  9 Au- 
gust: two  tattlers  out  of  range  like  this  would 
make  headlines  at  any  season.  Alas,  these  were 
teasers:  as  usual,  extralimital  Pacific  rim  spe- 
cies were  found  mostly  out  west  this  season. 
When  reports  from  offshore  Alaska  began 
trickling  in  with  names  not  often  heard  in 
North  America — Pine  Bun- 
ting, Pin-tailed  Snipe,  Dark- 
sided Flycatcher,  Siberian 
Blue  Robin,  Willow  War- 
bler, Pechora  Pipit,  Rufous- 
tailed Robin — birders  from 
British  Columbia  through 
Baja  took  note,  hoping  for 
some  of  the  lagniappe  to 
spill  down  to  their  latitudes. 

And  in  fall  2012,  nearly 
every  coastal  region  had 
something  to  crow  about. 

For  Canadians,  the  win- 
tering Citrine  Wagtail  found 
at  Comox,  Vancouver  Is- 
land, British  Columbia  14 
November  stole  the  show. 


only  the  second  for  North  America  (the  first, 
improbably,  found  in  Mississippi)  and  was  pur- 
sued by  over  a thousand  birders  from  out  of 
the  province  during  its  long  stay.  Fall  birding  in 
Alaska  had  produced  50  or  more  Bramblings, 
with  some  as  far  east  as  Seward,  and  so  Cana- 
dians were  on  the  lookout,  finding  2 on  Haida 
Gwaii  (formerly  Queen  Charlotte  Islands)  20 
October.  Perhaps  part  of  that  push,  Colorado 
recorded  its  third  Brambling  ever  at  Bear  Creek 
Lake  Park,  Jefferson  County  19-23  November; 
the  regional  editors,  Tony  Leukering,  Steve 
Mlodinow,  and  Matt  Fraker  noted  that  there 
were  other  similar  records  that  lent  a “north- 
western flavor”  to  the  season  there.  Also  on 
Haida  Gwaii,  a Rustic  Bunting  apppeared  19 
October,  only  the  eighth  for  British  Columbia 
(Figure  15).  Farther  south,  Washington  had 
its  second  Northern  Wheatear  at  Westport  26 
October-5  November;  California  had  its  first 
Common  Cuckoo  (oh,  for  a different  English 
name  for  this  magnificent  thing)  at  Watsonville 
Slough,  Santa  Cruz  County  28  September-2 
October;  and  a Little  Bunting  on  Southeast 
Farallon  Island  14  November  was  California’s 
third.  And  in  British  Columbia  in  winter?  Six 
Bramblings,  a Smew,  a Red-flanked  Bluetail. 

As  expected,  most  of  these  birds  were  on  or 
very  near  the  coast  or  offshore  on  islands,  but 
not  all  Asian-origin  birds  were.  A decent  flight 
of  Sharp-tailed  Sandpipers  was  detected  in 
western  Alaska,  with  high  counts  of  16  per  day 
at  Gambell  and  25  per  day  on  St.  Paul  Island, 
and  these  good  numbers  were  passed  down  to 
British  Columbia,  where  more  than  20  were 
found,  among  these  a flock  of  15  juveniles 
near  Quesnel  on  5 September  (Figure  16). 
Washington  and  Oregon  recorded  a remark- 
able 19  in  all,  with  4 of  those  found  east  of 
the  Cascades;  5 were  in  California;  and  Idaho 
had  2 together  in  Ada  County  27-31  October, 
making  only  the  third  record  for  the  state.  The 


Fifure  2i.  Dewrrtown  Ketciiilan's  migrant  trap  earner  near  Millar  Street  produced 
Alaska's  first  confirmed  Asfi-tiiroated  Flycatcher,  which  hung  around  7-17  (here) 
Nowmber  2012.  Photo  by  Steven  f.  Heinl. 
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Figure  21 . Up  to  three  Tropical  Kingbirds  were  reported  in  coastal  British 
Columbia  in  fall  2012,  with  this  one  at  Boundary  Bay,  near  Vancouver  25  Octo- 
ber. Records  were  plentiful  on  the  Pacific  coast  of  the  United  States  during  this 
season,  and  Utah  recorded  its  first  ever.  Photograph  by  WesAslin. 


flight  even  reached  the  East:  a juvenile  Sharp- 
tailed was  at  Lasalle  Landing  Park,  Monroe 
County,  New  York  23  September,  furnishing  a 
second  record  for  the  Rochester  area.  Excellent 
flight  years  for  this  species  in  Alaska  and  the 
Pacific  Northwest  often  bode  well  for  vagrants. 

But  most  Eurasian  shorebirds  in  the  Lower 
48  states  showed  little  or  no  pattern  to  sug- 
gest their  pathways.  Where  did  the  Curlew 
Sandpipers  originate  that  turned  up  at  widely 
spaced  locations  across  the  Lower  48  states? 
Singles  were  Goose  Pond  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Area,  Indiana  18  August  (adult);  Montezuma 
National  Wildlife  Refuge,  New  York  22-24  Au- 
gust (adult);  Jackson  Reservoir,  Morgan  Coun- 
ty, Colorado  23-30  August  (juvenile;  the  state’s 
third);  Chatham,  Massachusetts  24  August- 14 
September  (adult);  and  Bodega  Bay,  California 
19  September  (adult).  Like  the  Black-tailed 
Godwits  in  Texas  and  Virginia  this  season,  a 
Wood  Sandpiper  (state  hrst)  at  Marsh  Mead- 
ows Wildlife  Preserve  near  Jamestown,  Rhode 
Island  13-30  October,  and  another  one  (state 
second)  at  Camp  Pendleton,  California  23-29 
September  could  have  come  from  just  about 
anywhere.  And  in  a fall  season  with  rather 
few  Lesser  Sand-Plovers  detected  in  Alaska, 
Washington  was  fortunate  to  log  its  second 
ever,  at  Ocean  Shores  29-30  August.  Most  of 
these  Eurasian  shorebirds  wax  and  wane  annu- 
ally as  vagrants  to  North  America,  but  we  see 
few  long-term  trends  among  them.  Ruffs  were 


up  in  the  1960s  and  1970s,  then 
down  for  much  of  the  1980s  and 
1990s,  then  more  recently  resur- 
gent, for  instance,  but  such  pat- 
terns are  hard  to  detect  for  most 
Eurasian  species.  For  species 
that  nest  across  a great  expanse 
of  Eurasia,  it’s  very  likely  that 
we  record  vagrants  from  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  nesting  grounds, 
which  would  make  understand- 
ing vectors  of  vagrancy  and  the 
role  of  population  trends  virtually 
impossible,  especially  for  low- 
density  vagrants. 

This  is  equally  true  of  North 
American  species  that  show  weak 
or  complex  patterns.  For  in- 
stance, there  were  scattered  west- 
ern records  of  Field  Sparrow  this 
season,  recalling  the  previous  sea- 
son’s “flight”  of  Brewer’s  Sparrows 
east  of  range.  In  Wyoming,  where 
migrants  are  very  rare,  one  was 
at  Hutton  Lake  30  September.  In 
Colorado,  one  near  Nucla  was  on 
the  West  Slope,  where  it  was  just 
the  sixth  such  record  ever  on  18 
October.  Colorado  had  an  additional  5 Field 
Sparrows  near  the  Front  Range,  an  elevated 
number  for  that  part  of  the  state.  To  the  north, 
single  Field  Sparrows  were  found  at  Elkwater, 
Alberta  30  August,  at  Regina,  Saskatchewan  29 
September  (Figure  17),  and  at  Oak  Hammock 
Marsh  near  Winnepeg,  Manitoba  the  next  day. 
Perhaps  these  birds  were  connected  to  the 
single  Field  Sparrows  that  reached  California, 
where  there  were  just  four  previous  state  re- 
cords: one  at  China  Lake  14-15  October,  the 
other  at  Point  Reyes  3-5  November.  We  have 
too  few  puzzle  pieces  to  hazard  a guess  as  to 
what  the  sources  of  such  birds  might  have 
been.  Unlike  in  some  recent  seasons,  flights  of 
sparrows  were  mostly  scant,  and  indeed  many 
regions  report  reduced  numbers  of  sparrows, 
especially  of  those  species  that  nest  in  drought- 
stricken  areas  (see  the  Colorado  and  Wyoming 
report).  So  we  will  probably  never  know  what, 
if  anything,  connects  these  Field  Sparrow  dots. 

And  speaking  of  riddles:  What  is  going  on 
vHth  Black  Scoter?  There  was  a massive  flight 
of  the  species,  along  with  Razorbills,  down  into 
the  waters  of  the  Southeast,  including  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  in  late  fall  and  winter  2012-2013, 
and  like  the  Razorbills,  the  birds  appeared  to 
be  stressed,  particularly  in  the  southernmost 
localities.  But  in  autumn  2012,  the  fallout 
of  Black  Scoters  was  deemed  one  of  the  best 
on  records  at  interior  locations  from  Penn- 
sylvania (where  Sandy  was  clearly  the  reason 


for  so  many  drop-ins)  to  Idaho  and  eastern 
Washington  to  New  Mexico.  Some  of  the  fall- 
out dates  in  the  West  coincided  with  those  in 
the  East,  but  that’s  certainly  just  because  the 
“Hallowe’en  Scoter”  (so  called  for  the  adult 
male’s  color  palette,  or  perhaps  the  pumpkin 
perched  on  its  bill)  migrates  through  much  of 
the  Lower  48  during  late  October.  Although 
Black  Scoters  normally  outnumber  White- 
winged Scoters  in  coastal  areas,  they  are  out- 
numbered by  White-winged  in  most  interior 
locations,  so  to  have  so  many  regions  reporting 
elevated  numbers  does  make  one  ponder  what 
factor(s)  could  have  led  to  such  reports,  other 
than  Sandy,  that  is.  David  Trochlell,  writing  of 
the  Idaho  and  Western  Montana  region  (well 
out  of  Sandy’s  way),  noted  that  it  was  the  “best 
season  ever  for  rare  Black  Scoters,”  with  2 at 
Silver  Lake,  Montana  and  2 in  Latah  County, 
Idaho.  Just  to  the  west,  eastern  Washington 
recorded  6 — “extraordinary,  given  that  there 
were  only  10  prior  records  for  this  area,”  as 
David  Irons,  Brad  Waggoner,  and  Ryan  Mer- 
rill write.  Oregon  had  two  singles,  at  Wickiup 
Reservoir  and  at  Philomath.  In  New  Mexico,  as 
in  other  western  states,  Sandy  Williams  reports 
that  records  of  Black  Scoter  appear  to  be  on 
the  gradual  increase;  Sierra  County  had  its  hrst 
at  the  excellent  Elephant  Butte  Lake  in  Octo- 
ber 2012  (Figure  18).  It  could  well  be  that  a 
resurgent  population  is  responsible  for  these 
widespread  sightings,  with  numbers  of  reports 
augmented  by  Sandy,  but  one  has  the  feeling, 
as  with  the  Razorbills,  that  there  is  much  more 
to  this  story,  perhaps  a collapse  of  prey  in  stag- 
ing areas,  stopover  areas,  wintering  areas,  or 
all  of  these.  It  is  not  necessarily  the  case  that  a 
surge  in  reports  indicates  a productive  nesting 
season,  and  all  available  data  in  fact  indicate 
long-term  population  declines  in  this  brilliant 
species  (Bordage  and  Savard  2011). 

Records  of  some,  of  many,  species  have  di- 
minished over  time,  but  then  there  are  those 
species  whose  patterns  are  strengthening, 
providing  both  deep  context  and  much  in- 
centive for  birders  seeking  to  hnd  these  spe- 
cies locally.  Think  of  Eurasian  Collared-Dove, 
some  records  of  which  were  found  by  people 
looking  for  them  because  they  were  aware  of 
the  species’  advancing  wave  or  dispersal  pat- 
tern, which  had  a strong  northwesterly  trajec- 
tory. The  spread  of  extralimital  Cave  Swallow 
records  would  also  make  for  a marvelous  case 
study  in  the  spread  of  information;  that  spe- 
cies shows  a powerful  northeasterly  trajectory 
in  late  autumn.  Twenty  years  ago,  there  were  a 
few  scattered  records  of  one  or  2 Cave  Swal- 
lows out  of  range.  Now,  there  are  thousands 
of  records  of  thousands  of  total  birds,  in  part 
thanks  to  increasing  communication  about 
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Figure  22.  This  Philadelphia  Vireo  was  discovered  at  Pena  Blanca 
Lake,  Arizona  20  October  2012  and  remained  until  25  October; 
there  are  fewer  than  20  state  records.  Editors  and  eBird  reviewers 
were  kept  busy  with  numerous  reports  of  this  usually  rare  species 
in  the  West  in  fall  2012.  Photograph  by  Michael  Lester. 


how  and  when  to  look  for  them. 

Most  records  of  extralimital  Cave  Swallows 
are  from  the  Midwest  and  East,  where  there 
were,  again  this  season,  too  many  to  enumer- 
ate here  (we  have  come  to  anticipate  their  ap- 
pearances all  too  well).  But  one  on  Iona  Island, 
Vancouver,  British  Columbia  11-18  November 
(Figure  19)  is  perhaps  a harbinger  of  a more 
birds  on  the  Pacific  coast  in  years  to  come:  with 
such  a strong  tendency  toward  northeasterly 
dispersal,  it  seems  plausible  that  among  these 
thousands  would  be  a few  “mirror”  migrants, 
whose  trajectory  is  northwesterly  rather  than 
northeasterly.  Certainly,  the  Vancouver  bird 
was  found  at  the  prime  time  to  look  for  this 
species  from  the  Great  Lakes  to  Atlantic  Canada 
to  the  Southeast,  as  this  column  has  chronicled 
for  15  years  now.  Whatever  is  driving  them 
northward  in  autumn  shows  no  sign  of  abat- 
ing, though  it  does  appear  to  depend,  invari- 
ably, on  appropriate  meteorological  conditions. 
A co-disperser  northeastward  in  November 
with  Cave  Swallows,  Ash-throated  Flycatcher 
also  made  the  now-expected  appearances  in 
the  East,  but  one  in  Ketchikan,  Alaska  7-17 
November  (Eigure  20)  was  the  state’s  first  with 
documentation,  again  at  the  perfect  vagrancy 
window  as  seen  in  the  Northeast. 

The  northwesterly  dispersing  Tropical  King- 
bird dotted  the  Pacific  coast  this  season  from 
California  to  Sointula,  British  Columbia  (Eig- 
ure  21),  and  one  reached  Provo  Airport  Dike 
adjacent  to  Utah  Lake,  a first  ever  for  Utah 
1 1 September.  There  was  no  real  “mirror"  mi- 
grant Tropical  Kingbird  in  the  East  this  season 
(Florida’s  few  probably  don’t  count  here),  but 
it  has  appeared  as  a singular  vagrant  in  autumn 
on  the  Atlantic  coast  and  should  be  looked 
for  (and  audio-recorded)  at  that  season.  Just 
as  collared-doves  have  a handful  of  noncon- 
formists that  head  for  New  England  instead  of 
Northern  California,  so  do  TKs.  But  how  many 


taxa  or  populations  are  involved  in  these 
records? 

For  people  who  bird  from  the  eastern 
Great  Plains  eastward,  the  appearance  of 
Cave  Swallows  are  a signal  that  other  spe- 
cies could  be  around:  Bell’s  Vireo,  Say's 
Phoebe,  Sage  Thrasher,  western  warblers 
(Audubon’s,  Townsend’s,  Black-throated 
Gray,  and  MacGillivray’s,  exceptionally  oth- 
ers), kingbirds  (Western,  Gray,  Cassin’s,  and 
Tropical),  western  flycatchers  (Hammond’s, 
Dusky,  Gray,  and  Pacific-slope/Cordilleran), 
Black-headed  Grosbeak,  and  Western  Tana- 
ger.  From  Newfoundland  to  Virginia,  many 
birders  have  even  instituted  “Rarity  Round- 
ups” in  November,  in  which  teams  search 
specifically  for  such  fare.  Not  all  of  these 
species  come  from  western  or  southwestern 
areas:  Gray  Kingbirds  probably  come  from  the 
Caribbean,  and  some  of  the  Bell’s  Vireos  have 
been  eastern  rather  than  western  birds.  And 
clearly  not  all  western  vagrants  are  associated 
with  this  window:  the  Thick-billed  Kingbird 
on  the  cover  of  this  issue,  which  spend  28- 
31  August  at  Calf  Pasture,  Presqu’ile  Provin- 
cial Park,  was  not  being  sought  by  its  finder, 
William  Gilmour,  that  day.  In  the  West,  the 
numerous  eastern  species  found  annually  or 
almost  annually  show  much  variation  in  their 
temporal  and  geographic  distribution,  but  Oc- 
tober is  often  the  best  month  to  be  out  to  see 
a diversity  of  such  birds,  at  least  on  the  Pacific 
coast.  But  as  every  regional  report  from  west  of 
the  Mississippi  River  demonstrated,  there  was 
no  bad  month  to  be  out  birding  in  the  West 
this  season. 


Thi  Dialectic  of  Documentation 

With  all  the  various  taxa  and  Types,  irrupting 
finches  have  become  a renewed  challenge:  we 
are  challenged  not  just  to  pay  closer  attention 
but  also  to  adapt  to  new  technologies,  using  re- 
cording gear  and  computers  to  aid  us  in  identi- 
fication. For  many  of  these  Types,  only  record- 
ings of  flight  calls  can  provide  the  possibility  of 
identification:  not  even  a specimen  would  help, 
and  photographs  are  no  more  useful.  By  con- 
trast, for  most  other  passerines,  good  photo- 
graphs (or  video  recordings)  have  become  the 
coin  of  the  realm.  In  recent  years,  it  has  become 
increasingly  clear  that  voucher  photographs  are 
highly  valuable,  even  for  run-of-the-mill  rari- 
ties recorded  annually.  For  instance,  in  autumn 
2012,  there  was  a rather  substantial  increase  in 
eastern  passerines  in  the  central  Rockies  and 
California,  in  some  cases  three-fold  increases 
over  recent  averages.  Our  regional  editors  and 
eBird  reviewers  (much  overlap  between  these 
groups)  found  it  extremely  challenging  to  vet 
what  amounted  to  thousands  of  flagged  reports 
this  season.  It’s  clear,  for  instance,  that  reports 
of  Philadelphia  Vireo  were  above  average  in 
many  parts  of  the  West;  but  how  many  of  these 
were  correctly  identified,  and  how  many  were 
Warbling  Vireos  with  a little  wishful  thinking, 
perhaps  generated  by  the  increasing  records 
of  (actual)  Philadelphias?  A good  photograph, 
such  as  the  one  captured  at  Pena  Blanca  Lake, 
Arizona  20  October  (Figure  22),  is  the  fast- 
est way  to  secure  the  place  of  the  record  for 
overwhelmed  editors,  reviewers,  and  records 
committees,  especially  in  this  Digital  Age,  in 
which  a lot  of  rather  bizarre,  erroneous  reports 


Figure  23.  This  Bay-breasted  Warbler  was  photographed  at  Ash  Meadows  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Nye  County,  Nevada  10- 
1 1 (here  10)  November  2012.  There  are  two  previous  records  of  the  species  endorsed  by  the  Nevada  Bird  Records  Committee. 
In  autumn  2012,  California  had  seven  documented  Bay-breasteds,  a high  number  for  recent  times.  The  identification  of  this 
species  can  be  tricky,  and  even  (especially?)  in  bumper  years  for  vagrants,  documentation  is  extremely  valuable,  as  there  is  a 
very  human  tendency  to  wear  rose-colored  (or  bay-colored)  glasses  when  birding  for  vagrants.  Photograph  by  Greg  Scyphers. 
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Figure  M.This  Yellsw-breasted  Chat  paused  te  get  its 
bearirigs  aboard  the  II.MA  research  rfesse!  Pisces  about 
37  kilometers  east-southeast  of  Matinicus  Reel,  Inax 
County,  Maine  on  7 October  2012.  With  each  passing  year, 
wedetect  more  and  more  ef  these  reverse  migrants  in 
autumn,  oriented  to  the  northeast  or  northwest,  whether 
off  Maine  or  Alaska.  Yet  we  seem  ts  be  no  closer  to  under- 
standing what  drives  these  birds  northward,  where  most 
certainly  perish.  Photegraph  by  Im  Mason. 

appear  online,  leading  some  editors  to  throw 
out  perfectly  valid  reports  that  lack  support- 
ing material.  We  have  entered  a new  era,  and 
rapid  electronic  documentation  has  become  a 
requirement  for  those  who  wish  to  contribute 
to  status  and  distribution  projects  (Figure  23). 

The  data  stream  to  which  we  have  uninter- 
rupted access  provides  clues  and  cues  for  locat- 
ing species  on  the  move  in  our  areas.  But  the 
negative  side  of  this  stream  is  that  it  stokes  a 
desire  that  can  become  inflamed,  resulting  in 
misidentifications.  And  these  misidentifica- 
tions  become  almost  inseparably  interlarded 
into  the  valid  reports.  As  Orson  Welles  learned 
from  directing  “War  of  the  Worlds”  by  radio 
for  Hallowe’en  1938,  new  technologies  can  fire 
imagination  as  quickly  as  they  can  spread  infor- 
mation. Dick  Erickson,  Roberto  Carmona,  and 
Gorgonio  Ruiz-Campos  comment  on  precisely 
the  inverse  phenomenon  in  the  Baja  Califor- 
nia Peninsula  regional  report,  a “negative  feed- 
back loop”  with  regard  to  autumn  birding.  By 
most  reckoning,  the  outstandingly  productive 
season  for  eastern  landbirds  in  Alta  California 
should  have  translated  into  a good  one  on  the 
peninsula.  But  the  lack  of  reports  of  Baja  rari- 
ties early  in  the  season  apparently  discouraged 
some  potential  searchers  from  making  the  run 
down  to  the  peninsula,  and  so  coverage  was 
light,  leading  to  many  tallies  far  below  recent 
averages.  So  while  widespread  reports  of  some 
species  can  lead  to  hope-driven  mispercep- 
tions (what  one  wit  called  “Black  Swift  Fever” 
after  Hurricane  Irene  of  2011),  the  lack  of  re- 
ports can  lead  to  lowered  effort  and  to  perhaps 
false  impressions  of  a lackluster  season. 


A perennial  dig  at  birders  is  that  we  pay  too 
much  attention  to  rare  birds,  far  too  little  at- 
tention to  common  species.  This  column  has 
typically  focused  on  trends  of  many  sorts,  but 
it’s  much  easier  to  deal  with  a handful  of  re- 
cords of  a few  dozen  birds — particularly  those 
found  out  of  range — than  hundreds  of  records 
of  thousands  or  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
birds.  And  so  we  try  to  treat  what  is  novel,  both 
because  what  is  novel  is  of  interest  to  readers 
and  because  it  is  numerically  manageable.  A 
disproportionately  high  number  of  records  in- 
cluded in  this  journal  come  from  islands  and 
boats  (Figure  24).  Think  of  the  chance  encoun- 
ter with  that  Rusty  Blackbird  that  landed  on 
a sailboat  off  the  Islas  Coronado,  Baja  Califor- 
nia 4 November,  only  the  third  record  (since 
1888)  of  that  species  in  that  region  (see  the  Pic- 
torial Highlights,  in  this  issue).  This  bird,  and 
our  final  image,  convey  succinctly  why  such 
records  are  so  often  foregrounded;  “islands”  of 
many  sorts  (including  oil  rigs  in  the  Gulf,  des- 
ert oases,  and  urban  parks)  often  permit  us  to 
see  migration  more  clearly,  in  an  environment 
that  we  can  canvas  thoroughly.  Many  kinds  of 
features  and  environments  concentrate  birds, 
but  islands  and  island-like  places  that  have  few 
“hiding  places”  show  us  a real  cross-section  of 
what  is  moving,  a kind  of  crucible  that  clarifies 
as  well  as  concentrates. 

Southeast  Farallon  Island,  for  instance,  has 
produced  a dazzling  array  of  Asian  strays  over 
the  years — and  many  of  these  birds  would 
probably  have  gone  undetected  had  they 
reached  mainland  California.  Bermuda  and 
Barbados  both  show  us  what  a great  diver- 
sity of  species  crosses  the  Atlantic;  more  than 
a dozen  species  located  on  those  islands  have 
yet  to  be  recorded  in  the  East,  and  some  have 
never  been  seen  in  North  America!  We  look 
to  Alaska’s  islands  to  imagine  what  might  be 
passing  through  the  lower  latitudes  that  most 
of  us  inhabit,  but  those  islands  also  inform 
us,  critically,  about  the  North  American  re- 
verse migrants  that  are  in  transit,  possibly  well 
into  mainland  northeastern  Asia:  this  season, 
Willow  Flycatcher,  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher, 
Western  Kingbird,  Blue-headed  Vireo,  War- 
bling Vireo,  and  wood-warblers  that  would 
surely  too  be  of  interest  to  the  Palearctic  bird- 
er: Mourning,  Chestnut-sided,  and  Cape  May 
Warblers.  On  the  humble  Chesapeake  Bay 
Bridge-Tunnel’s  artificial  islands,  2 House  Spar- 
rows received  boldface  type  as  the  first  of  their 
kind  for  this  well-birded  facility.  There  are,  in 
fact,  very  few  records  of  this  species  from  off- 
shore marine  locations  in  North  America.  Who 
knew  that  House  Sparrows  were  dispersive? 

Island  birding  isn’t  always  about  Pine  Bun- 
tings, after  all... 


“Birdy”  is  coin  specific  to  the  birding  clan. 
If  my  ear  is  correct,  it  means  an  experience 
in  which  many  species,  in  elevated  numbers, 
combine  to  produce  a day  afield  with  challeng- 
es, reward,  and  exhilaration.  We  don’t  use  the 
word  all  that  often,  but  it  was  heard  regularly, 
from  coast  to  coast,  in  autumn  2012.  We  were 
spoiled  this  season,  with  a surfeit  of  birds  and  a 
surfeit  of  information  to  help  us  find  them.  We 
are  also  spoiled  with  remarkable  technologi- 
cal resources  to  help  us  understand  what  we 
see  and  to  document  them  for  our  peers  and 
for  posterity.  There  are  costs  of  many  sorts  as- 
sociated with  adopting  these  technologies,  but 
mastery  is  increasingly  sine  qua  non.  Carrying 
an  audio  recording  device  was  once  cumber- 
some; now  we  can  use  our  “smart  devices”  (no 
longer  simply  telephones)  to  figure  out  what 
Type  of  Evening  Grosbeaks  have  just  invaded 
the  backyard.  Even  in  our  backyards,  there  is 
much,  much  more  that  we  can  pioneer  if  we 
muster  the  gumption.  Even  when  we  see  birds 
moving  in  great  numbers,  we  might  have  no 
idea  how  to  make  sense  of  what  we  witness. 
But  we  owe  it  to  the  birds,  and  those  who  bird 
after  us,  to  produce  clear  and  compelling  doc- 
umentation of  what  we  see  and  what  we  hear. 
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Abstract 

This  paper  analyzes  three  photographs  of  a 
gadfly  petrel  (Pterodroma  sp.)  taken  16  Sep- 
tember 1995  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina, 
and  concludes,  consonant  with  other  recent 
publications,  that  the  bird  is  identifiable  as 
Zino’s  Petrel  (P  madeira).  The  petrel  was  re- 
corded at  the  time  of  the  sighting  as  a Pea’s 
Petrel  (P  jeae  sensu  lato),  assumed  because 
of  its  larger  population  size  and  emerging 
pattern  of  spring  occurrence  to  be  far  more 
likely  to  occur  in  the  western  North  Atlan- 
tic than  Zino’s,  then  a little-known  species 
whose  field  identification  had  not  been  elu- 
cidated. Since  2008,  however,  Zino’s  Petrels 
have  been  observed  at  sea  regularly  off  the 
species’  only  breeding  island,  Madeira,  and 


Figure  1 . When  first  spotted  by  Patteson,  the  Zins's  Petrel 
was  in  flight,  approaching  the  boat's  bow  on  the  starboard 
side.  The  bird's  small  size,  small  bill,  and  underwing 
pattern — mostly  pale,  with  a thick  black  carpal-ulnar 
bar — immediately  suggested  Bermuda  Petrel,  which 
looks  very  similar  in  the  ventral  aspect.  It  was  clear  that 
the  bird  was  molting  the  flight  feathers  (this  image  shows 
the  inner  primaries  have  been  dropped,  most  visible  in  the 
right  wing),  a condition  not  observed  in  the  Fea's  Petrels 
documented  1991-199S  off  Cape  Hatteras  nor  in  the  Fea's 
Petrel  photographed  off  Virginia  one  week  before  the 
Zino's  was  photographed.  This  photograph  shows  very  well 
this  bird's  overall  proportions:  the  petite  head  and  bill, 
small,  rather  dumpy-looking  body,  and  compact  wings 
compared  to  Fea's  Petrel.  Photograph  by  Brian  Patteson. 


results  of  studies  published  since  2010  pro- 
vide reliable  criteria  for  its  at-sea  identifica- 
tion. There  are  no  previous  or  subsequent 
records  of  Zino’s  Petrel  from  North  America. 

Field  encounter 

On  16  September  1995,  Patteson  organized 
and  conducted  a pelagic  birding  excur- 
sion leaving  Hatteras  Inlet,  North  Carolina, 
aboard  the  Miss  Hatteras.  The  guides  aboard 
were  Grayson  Pearce,  Hass,  and  Brinkley. 
The  highlight  of  the  day  was  a small  gadfly 
petrel  (Pterodroma  sp.)  spotted  by  Patteson  at 
14:07  EOT.  The  bird’s  location  was  recorded 
as  34°  37.15’  N,  75°  33.91’  W (about  63  ki- 
lometers south -southeast  of  Hatteras  Inlet), 
where  water  depth  was  about  500  meters; 
the  sea  surface  temperature  was  recorded  as 
27°  C.  Weather  conditions  were  moderate  to 
choppy,  with  winds  from  the  south-south- 
east  at  15-20  knots  (7.7-10.3  m/s);  wind/sea 
conditions  were  recorded  as  Beaufort  Force  3 
at  midday.  Air  temperature  was  about  25.6° 
C,  and  visibility  in  the  afternoon  was  good. 

The  bird  approached  at  the  starboard  bow, 
showing  the  ventral  aspect,  and  Patteson 
first  suspected  a Bermuda  Petrel  (P.  cahow), 
owing  to  the  small  bill  and  underwing  pat- 
tern. However,  on  seeing  the  dorsal  surface, 
with  entirely  pale  tail,  he  identified  the  bird 
as  a Fea’s  Petrel  (P/eae)  and  alerted  everyone 
on  board.  The  bird  circled  the  boat  once  and 
then  departed.  It  was  observed  at  relatively 
close  range  (under  100  m)  by  nearly  all  on 
board,  including  Todd  Pusser,  Jeff  Pippen, 
Keith  Camburn,  and  Heathy  Walker,  for 
roughly  a minute,  and  was  photographed  by 
Patteson  (Figures  1,  2,  3). 

We  noted  that  the  underwing  pattern, 
with  whitish  midwing  panel  of  greater  pri- 
mary and  secondary  coverts,  was  unlike  that 
of  Fea’s  Petrels  observed  annually  in  spring 
since  1992,  but  we  assumed  that  this  pattern 
was  a result  of  the  bird’s  condition  (primary 
molt  was  obvious  in  the  field)  or  to  variation 
in  the  species.  We  also  considered  it  pos- 
sible that  we  had  encountered  a subspecies 
unfamiliar  to  us;  at  that  time,  we  had  no  in- 
formation about  whether  plumages  differed 


between  the  two  subspecies  of  Fea’s  Petrel 
(deserta  and  nominate /eae).  Recent  authors 
have  treated  these  taxa  as  full  species,  Cape 
Verde  Petrel,  P/eae,  nesting  only  in  the  Cape 
Verde  Islands,  and  Desertas  Petrel,  P deserta, 
nesting  at  Bugio  in  the  Desertas  Islands  (see, 
e.g.,  Robb  et  al.  2008,  Jesus  et  al.  2009,  Shiri- 
hai  et  al.  2010).  We  did  not  consider  Zino’s 
Petrel  (P  madeira),  proposed  as  a full  species 
in  the  previous  decade  (Bourne  1983),  to  be 
a likely  candidate,  owing  to  its  small  popula- 
tion; moreover,  its  at-sea  identification  had 
not  been  studied  at  that  time. 

Context 

At  the  time  of  our  observation,  the  only  other 
western  North  Atlantic  reports  of  Fea’s  Petrel 
in  autumn  were  of  one  near  Norfolk  Can- 
yon off  the  Virginia  coast  found  by  Patteson, 
Pearce,  Brinkley,  and  party  a week  earlier, 
on  9 September  1995  (Brinkley  et  al.  2003; 
photograph  by  Patteson  in  the  Virginia  Avian 
Records  Committee  Archive),  and  one  seen 
byj.  Christopher  Haney  and  party  145  kilo- 
meters east  of  St.  Catherine’s  Island,  Georgia 
9 November  1984  (Haney  et  al.  1993).  Fea’s 
Petrel  had  been  detected  regularly  in  North 
Carolina  waters  only  since  1992,  chiefly  in 
spring,  but  probably  valid  sight  records  were 
made  earlier  by  David  S,  Lee  off  North  Caro- 
lina 3 June  1981  (Lee  1984)  and  by  Pearce 
and  Brinkley  on  24  May  1981  (Patteson  and 
Brinkley  2004). 

Despite  multiple  encounters  in  the  early 
1990s,  our  familiarity  with  this  complex  of 
petrels  was  still  low  in  1995,  and  the  litera- 
ture on  this  group  was  limited  and  contained 
sometimes  conflicting,  controversial,  or  un- 
supported claims  (see  summaries  in  Harrop 
2004,  Flood  and  Fisher  2013).  In  the  ensu- 
ing 18  years,  however,  Patteson  and  com- 
pany have  studied  a further  95  Fea’s  Petrels 
off  the  coast  of  North  Carolina  (Brinkley  and 
Patteson  1998,  Patteson  and  Brinkley  2004, 
Howell  and  Patteson  2008,  Patteson  and 
Sutherland  2009,  Patteson  and  Sutherland 
2013;  records  published  in  North  American 
Birds  and  Chat).  Up  to  four  Fea’s  Petrels  per 
day  have  been  recorded  on  these  trips. 
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Away  from  North  Carolina,  there  are  at 
least  nine  other  documented  records  of  Pea’s 
Petrel  in  North  America,  mostly  of  single 
birds  observed  at  sea.  In  addition  to  the  re- 
cords above  there  are  records  from:  waters 
over  The  Gully,  a submarine  canyon,  ca.  71 
kilometers  east-southeast  of  Sable  Island, 
Nova  Scotia  7 July  1997  (Hooker  and  Baird 
1997);  170  kilometers  south  of  the  Burin 
Peninsula,  Newfoundland  13  August  2000 
(Mactavish  2000);  353  kilometers  east  of 
Rudee  Inlet,  Virginia  Beach,  Virginia  19 
June  2011  (C.  Vogel,  in  litt.);  ca.  177  kilo- 
meters east  of  Ossabaw  Sound,  Georgia  22 
June  2012;  and  in  the  same  vicinity  as  the 
last  record,  Nathan  Dias  and  party  recorded 
2 Fea’S'  Petrels  10  June  2013  (N.  W Dias, 
in  ms.).  Other  observations  of  Pea’s  Petrels 
made  from  research  vessels  have  not  yet 
been  made  public.  Probable  Pea’s  Petrels 
(some  identified  as  Fea’s/Zino’s  Petrels)  have 
been  recorded  ca.  101  kilometers  southeast 
of  entrance  buoy  to  the  Charleston,  South 
Carolina  harbor  18  May  1988  (D.  Forsythe, 
eBird);  south  of  the  Burin  Peninsula  9 July 
2007  (K.  Eckert,  B.  Mulrooney;  Mactavish 
2008);  over  Hudson  Canyon,  241  kilome- 
ters due  east  of  Stone  Harbor,  New  Jersey 
14  June  2011  (C.  Vogel,  in  litt.);  and  ca.  14 
kilometers  southeast  of  Montauk,  New  York 
19  June  2012  (Paxton  et  al.  2013).  One  Pea’s 
Petrel  wrecked  inland  at  a reservoir  in  Meck- 
lenburg County,  Virginia  during  the  passage 
of  Hurricane  Fran  6 September  1996,  but 
the  bird  was  observed  only  in  flight,  and  no 
corpse  was  recovered  (Brinkley  et  al.  2001). 
There  are  no  North  American  specimens  of 
birds  in  the  feae-deserta-madeira  complex. 


Figure  2.  As  the  Zinc's  Petrel  banked  to  show  its  dorsal 
aspect,  particularly  the  pearly  gray  tail  and  uppertail 
coverts,  it  was  clear  that  it  was  not  a Bermuda  Petrel,  and 
so  it  was  quickly  announced  to  the  boat  as  a Fea's  Petrel. 
Photograph  by  Brian  Patteson. 
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Re-evaiuation  of  the  photographs 

In  2006,  when  researching  wing  molt  in 
Pea’s  Petrel  (see  Howell  and  Patteson  2007), 
Patteson  and  Steve  N.  G.  Howell  noted  that 
the  September  1995  North  Carolina  petrel 
conformed  closely  to  then-evolving  but  as 
yet  unpublished  criteria  for  Zino’s  Petrel, 
including  its  state  of  primary  molt.  In  the 
mean  time,  Brinkley  had  visited  Madeira  in 
April  2003  and  April  2004,  in  an  effort  to 
locate  Zino’s  Petrel  at  sea,  hnally  succeed- 
ing on  27  April  2004,  when  his  party  of  six 
aboard  the  Torpedo  II!  out  of  Funchal  studied 
a Zino’s  at  close  range  about  8-9  kilometers 
south  of  the  airport,  an  area  not  far  south  of 
where  Jon  Hornbuckle  (in  litt.  to  Brinkley) 
had  reported  seeing  a good  candidate  for  this 
species  from  a seawatch  in  April  1990.  This 
represented  the  first  at-sea  record  of  the  spe- 
cies, and  notes  were  published  electronically 
(Brinkley  2004),  which  spurred  renewed 
interest  in  looking  for  the  species  offshore 
there,  particularly  in  the  month  of  April,  be- 
fore Desertas  Petrels  return  to  breed. 

With  Francis  Zino  and  others,  Hadoram 
Shirihai  investigated  areas  off  the  south- 
eastern coast  of  Madeira  beginning  in  April 
2008  (Shirihai  2008).  Using  large  blocks  of 
frozen  chum,  they  found  Zino’s  Petrels  rela- 
tively easy  to  attract  and  photograph  closely. 
The  results  of  their  extensive  field  studies  of 
Zino’s  Petrels,  as  well  as  Cape  Verde  and  De- 
sertas Petrels,  were  published  two  years  later 
(Shirihai  et  al.  2010).  Since  that  time,  more 
and  more  people  have  been  taking  trips  spe- 
cifically to  observe  gadfly  petrels  and  other 
seabirds  around  Madeira  and  Bugio.  Pho- 
tographs of  Zino’s  Petrels  at  sea  have  since 
become  relatively  commonplace  online, 
and  critical  familiarity  with  the  species  and 
information  on  its  identification  have  both 
spread.  Shirihai  has  studied  the  photographs 
of  the  September  1995  petrel  and  indicates 
(in  litt.  to  Patteson  and  Howell)  that  the  pho- 
tographs represent  an  “easy  and  straightfor- 
ward” identification  as  Zino’s  Petrel. 

In  conducting  research  for  Petrels,  Alba- 
trosses, and  Storm-Petrels  of  North  America: 
A Photographic  Guide,  Howell  travelled  to 
Madeira  in  May  2010,  observing  and  pho- 
tographing Zino’s  Petrels  at  sea.  After  this 
field  experience,  and  correspondence  with 
authorities  on  eastern  North  Atlantic  gadfly 
petrels,  he  was  satisfied  that  the  September 
1995  North  Carolina  petrel  was  identifi- 
able as  a Zino’s  Petrel,  and  he  was  the  first 
to  publish  it  as  such  (Howell  2012).  Bob 
Flood,  who  has  also  studied  and  filmed  Fea’s 
and  Zino’s  Petrels  at  sea  in  recent  years,  has 
published  an  extensive  concurring  analysis 


Figure  3.  This  photograph  of  the  Zino's  Petrel  was  taken  on 
its  closest  pass  by  the  Miss  Hatteras.  The  greater  secondary 
coverts  and  the  greater  primary  coverts  are  mostly  white, 
both  scoring  >3.5  on  the  scale  (0-4)  established  by  Shirihai 
et  al.  (2010)  and  thus  well  outside  the  range  of  Fea's  Petrel 
(both  subspecies).  In  fact,  birds  with  this  much  white  in 
these  coverts  appear  to  be  in  the  minority  (ca.  1 2%)  of 
Zino's  Petrels.  This  image  nicely  depicts  the  bird's  compact, 
delicate  proportions  in  bill,  head,  body,  and  wing,  which 
recall  Bermuda  Petrel.  Photograph  by  Brian  Patteson. 

of  the  1995  North  Carolina  petrel  as  a Zino’s 
(Flood  and  Fisher  2013). 

Although  our  encounter  with  the  bird  was 
relatively  brief,  and  field  notes  minimal,  the 
photographs  support  identification  as  Zino’s 
Petrel  for  the  following  reasons: 

• As  indicated  earlier  by  Howell  and  Pat- 
teson (2007),  the  bird’s  missing  two  in- 
nermost primaries  would  indicate  the 
commencement  of  the  molt  of  primaries; 
among  members  of  the  feae-deserta-ma- 
deira complex,  this  timing  fits  the  molt 
cycle  of  Zino’s  Petrel,  which  for  adults  be- 
gins at  the  end  of  the  breeding  cycle,  in 
late  September,  with  subadults  beginning 
primary  (second  prebasic,  third  prebasic, 
etc.)  molt  a bit  earlier.  Adult  Cape  Verde 
Petrels  would  begin  primary  molt  in  May, 
and  adult  Desertas  Petrels  begin  in  Decem- 
ber, with  subadult  Desertas  Petrels  per- 
haps commencing  primary  molt  as  early  as 
October  (Howell  2012,  Flood  and  Fisher 
2013). 

• The  bird’s  underwing  pattern  fits  only  Zi- 
no’s Petrel,  with  the  greater  coverts  of  both 
secondaries  and  primaries  showing  exten- 
sive white  (Shirihai  et  al.  2010).  Flood  and 
Fisher  (2013)  note  that  the  North  Carolina 
petrel  scores  3. 5-4.0  in  the  extent  of  white 
plumage  in  these  coverts,  which  places  the 
bird  near  the  extreme  for  Zino’s:  Shirihai  et 
al.  (2010)  note  that  of  60  individual  Zino’s 
(representing  perhaps  20%  of  the  popula- 
tion), only  12%  show  this  much  white  in 
these  coverts.  More  importantly,  this  pat- 
tern is  unrecorded  in  Cape  Verde  Petrel  or 
Desertas  Petrel,  which  score  mostly  in  the 
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0. 0-2.0  range,  based  on  studies  of  68  Cape 
Verde  Petrels  and  129  Desertas  Petrels, 
also  relatively  robust  sample  sizes  (Shirihai 
et  al.  2010,  Flood  and  Fisher  2013).  Most 
Zino’s  Petrels  exhibit  less  white  in  these 
coverts  than  did  the  North  Carolina  pe- 
trel, and  some  slightly  more,  but  the  bird 
is  well  out  of  the  area  of  overlap  between 
Zino’s  and  the  larger  congeners  in  the  feae- 
deserta-madeira  complex  (see  Shirihai 
2010,  Graphs  E and  F,  p.  251).  Although 
it  is  possible  to  photograph  a Desertas  Pe- 
trel or  Cape  Verde  Petrel  at  an  angle  such 
that  the  lighting  briefly  illuminates  greater 
coverts  in  the  underwing — as  is  true  of  es- 
sentially all  Procellariids’  plumages,  which 
reflect  light  in  curious  ways — a pattern  of 
truly  white  coverts  like  the  1995  North 
Carolina  individual  is  unknown  in  either 
Desertas  or  Cape  Verde  Petrel. 

• The  bird’s  bill  appears  both  small  and  shal- 
low; although  no  measurements  can  be  ad- 
duced from  the  photographs,  the  dovelike 
appearance  of  the  head/bill  fits  Zino’s  Pe- 
trels observed  by  Howell,  Flood,  Brinkley, 
and  others. 

« In  addition  to  the  small  head  and  bill,  the 
bird  is  lightly  built  in  the  body  and  com- 
pact through  the  wings.  In  Cape  Verde 
Petrel  and  Desertas  Petrel,  the  impres- 
sion is  of  a sturdier  body  and  longer  (and 
sometimes  more  sharply  pointed)  wings. 
Although  impressions  of  proportions  are 
subjective,  observers  with  extensive  com- 
parative experience  are  able  to  distinguish 
Zino’s  readily  from  the  larger  species,  just 
as  experienced  hawkwatchers  identify 
hawks  in  the  genus  Accipiter,  for  instance. 
The  visible  differences  in  bulk,  bill  di- 
mensions, wing  length,  and  wing  shape 
between  these  petrel  species  are  well  sup- 
ported by  all  morphometries  (Zino  et  al. 
2008;  see  also  images  and  videos  included 
in  Flood  and  Fisher  2013). 

Discussion 

The  distribution  of  Atlantic  gadfly  petrels 
at  sea  has  been  little  known  for  most  spe- 
cies, although  Lotek  geolocational  datalog- 
gers have  been  attached  to  breeding  adults 
of  several  species,  and  researchers  have  be- 
gun mapping  typical  ranges  of  adults,  with 
many  surprising  results.  The  movements  of 
nonadults,  however,  are  still  unknown,  and 
such  birds  might  be  expected  to  wander 
beyond  the  range  limits  attributed  to  breed- 
ing adults.  In  recent  years,  several  Desertas 
Petrels  and  Zino’s  Petrels  have  been  outfit- 
ted with  dataloggers,  and  a Desertas  Petrel 
so  outfitted  was  found  to  have  wintered  off 


the  southeastern  United  States  (Ramirez  et 
al.  2013).  Thus  far,  no  breeding  adult  Zino’s 
Petrel  has  been  tracked  into  North  American 
waters  (Zino  et  al.  2011),  but  ongoing  stud- 
ies of  this  type  may  confirm  that  the  species 
visits  the  western  North  Atlantic.  The  dis- 
covery of  new  breeding  cliffs  in  2005,  and 
the  species’  increasing  population,  provides 
some  hope  that  this  species  will  again  be 
documented  in  North  American  waters,  per- 
haps most  likely  in  fall. 
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Autumn  was  not  necessarily  a memo- 
rable season  for  weather,  though  it  was 
the  fifth  warmest  fall  on  record  in  the 
Atlantic  Provinces,  about  1.7°  C above  average 
temperaturewise.  Precipitation  was  slightly  be- 
low the  average  in  New  Brunswick  and  Prince 
Edward  Island,  about  average  in  Nova  Scotia, 
and  slightly  above  average  for  Newfoundland. 
The  season  was  most  memorable  for  a set  of 
birds  that  few  birders  saw — Sulphur-bellied 
Flycatcher,  Dusky  Flycatcher,  multiple  Barolo 
Shearwaters — and  one  that  no  birder  saw: 
Burrowing  Owl! 

GEESE  THROUGH  GULLS 

A Pink-footed  Goose  in  Guernsey  Cove,  Kings 
4 Nov  made  a first  for  Prince  Edward  Island 
OS);  another  frequented  Goulds,  NL  19  Nov+ 
(LdL,  m.ob.).  A gambelli  Greater  White-fronted 
Goose  was  found  at  Onslow,  NS  29  Oct  (EM), 
while  a Jlavirostris  Greater  White-fronted  was 
found  by  12  Nov  at  Indian  Bay,  Cape  Breton 
Island,  NS  (AW).  Single  Cackling  Geese  at  Big 
Island,  NS  28  Sep  (KM)  and  at  Windsor,  NS  28 
Oct  28  (EM)  were  all  of  the  expected  nominate 
subspecies,  as  were  2 at  Onslow,  Hants,  NS  23 
Nov  (EM).  A male  Eurasian  Wigeon  was  on  the 
Barbara  Weit  River,  PEI  26  Oct  (GW).  A male 
Tufted  Duck  was  at  Bissett  Lake,  Halifax  Re- 


A On  17  Feb  2013,  CBC  Television  presented  a "Land  and  Sea"  program  on  the  islands 
JMof  Nova  Scotia.  Dan  Buell,  from  Prince  Edward  Island,  contacted  the  Dave  Currie, 
President  of  the  Nova  Scotia  Bird  Society,  stating  he  noted  was  what  he  thought  was  a Bur- 
rowing Owl  in  a sequence  on  McNab's  Island,  in  Halifax  Harbour.  A review  of  the  program 
indeed  revealed  a stunning  Burrowing  Owl  exactly  as  Dan  Buell  had  described.  Further 
inquiries  followed,  and  the  cameraman,  Wade  Cornell,  confirmed  that  the  owl  was  not 
dubbed  into  the  program  for  appeal,  that  he  had  filmed  it  at  Fort  McNab  on  the  island  on 
1 8 Oct,  and  that  he  was  positive  that  it  wasn't  a pet  of  the  island's  sole  resident  whom  they 
interviewed  on  the  program.  The  image  reveals  the  ow!  is  a better  match  for  the  suppos- 
edly non-migratory  Florida  subspecies  floridana.  It  was  possibly  a ship-assisted  bird,  but 
regardless  this  is  now  considered  the  first  Regional  record  of  the  species. 


gional  Municipality,  NS  2-11  Nov  (RS  et  al.). 

There  was  a totally  unexpected  brief  sight- 
ing of  an  unidentified  frigatebird  at  Bayport, 
Lunenburg,  NS,  after  a southerly  gale  17  Oct 
(AM).  A mass  nest  abandonment  by  Northern 
Gannets  occurred  at  Cape  St.  Mary’s,  NL  9 Aug, 
thought  to  be  tied  to  food  shortages  occasioned 
by  unusually  warm  ocean  temperatures;  a simi- 
lar abandonment  happened  at  the  Bonaventure 
Island,  Quebec  gannetry  at  about  the  same 
time.  An  American  White  Pelican  at  Diligent 
Pond,  Kings,  PEI  8 Nov  + was  the  third  docu- 
mented record  for  the  province  (FC,  m.ob.).  A 
notable  infux  of  Cattle  Egrets  into  the  Maritime 
provinces  began  24  Oct  and  extended  into  Nov. 
There  were  20+  in  Nova  Scotia,  including  a fly- 
ing flock  of  10  at  Hartlen  Point  1 Nov  (DC, 
DCo),  as  many  as  9 in  Prince  Edward  Island, 
including  4 at  Park  Corner,  Prince  24  Oct,  and 
3 reached  St.  Pierre.  A male  Purple  Gallinule 
spent  9-11  Aug  in  a backyard  pond  on  Long 
Island,  Digby,  NS  (GS).  Sandhill  Cranes  con- 
tinue their  Regional  increase.  Four  were  noted 
across  Nova  Scotia,  while  in  Prince  Edward 
Island,  2 were  at  Darnley  Prince  6 Oct,  with  5 
the  next  day  at  Darnley  Bridge,  Prince. 

A minor  influx  of  Northern  Lapwings  was 
detected  beginning  in  late  Oct,  when  a block- 
ing high-pressure  feature  was  stationed  over 
s.  Greenland,  creating  strong  easterly  winds 
across  much  of  the  n.  North  Atlantic  Ocean. 
The  first  lapwing  was  a flyby  at  St.  John’s,  NL 
27  Oct  OW),  followed  by  one  at  an  undisclosed 
location  on  the  Northern  Peninsula,  NL  10  Nov 
(fide  JC).  Two  ad.  lapwings  in  Nova  Scotia  in 
Nov  caused  much  excitement.  The  first,  found 


Q A The  finest  single  day  of  pelagic  birding  in  the  history  of  Nova  Scotia  surely  occurred 
J/a17  Aug.  Tom  Johnson,  on  a research  cruise  in  pelagic  waters  e.  of  Georges  Bank, 
photographed  an  Audubon's  Shearwater,  4 Barolo  Shearwaters,  and  2 White-faced 
Storm-Petrels.  The  cruise  track  extended  from  about  100  km  s.  of  Cape  Sable  Island  to 
1 50-1 60  km  s.  of  Baccaro.  Seawater  temperature  was  21-23°  C,  typical  of  continental  slope 
waters  here.  There  were  a few  previous  Nova  Scotia  sight  records  of  these  species,  plus  one 
old  specimen  of  Barolo  Shearwater,  but  a one-day  trifecta  is  remarkable  anywhere— and 
has  only  ever  occurred  one  other  time  in  the  world,  off  Massachusetts  on  26  Aug,  just  nine 
days  later  (Marshall  J.  Iliff  et  al.)! 


by  Kathy  Ackers  Holmes  1 1 Nov  at  Sandy  Point, 
Shelburne,  was  found  again  the  next  day.  The 
second  lapwing  was  found  by  Ken  McKenna 
and  Charlie  Kendall  13  Nov  at  a ball  field  in 
Canso,  where  it  lingered  until  28  Nov.  A careful 
census  of  Canada’s  only  breeding  population 
of  American  Oystercatchers  at  Cape  Sable 
Island,  NS  7 Aug  tallied  16  birds,  the  highest 
count  to  date  QN  et  al).  A pair  of  Black-necked 
Stilts  at  the  Kildare  River  Estuary,  Prince  1 Aug 
(Mr.  and  Mrs.  Valentine)  made  just  the  second 
record  for  Prince  Edward  Island.  Tina  Leonard 
and  Richard  Thomas  found  an  ad.  American 
Avocet  at  Lamaline,  NL  5 Aug;  locals  noted 
that  2 avocets  had  been  present  during  the  pre- 
vious two  weeks.  Perhaps  the  same  bird  was  at 
Biscay  Bay  2 Sep  (DS).  There  were  2 coopera- 
tive Marbled  Godwits,  the  first  noted  at  St. 
Andrews,  NB  15-23  Sep  (TW,  m.obs.),  the 
second  at  Wolfville,  NS,  11-27  Sep  (BF,  m.ob.). 
Single  Little  Gulls  were  located  at  the  Irving 
Nature  Park,  NB  25  Aug  (GB)  and  at  Little 
Harbour,  Kings,  PEI  2 Sep  (DO,  DS). 

WOODPECKERS  THROUGH  SPARROWS 

Red-bellied  Woodpeckers  are  moving  into 
Prince  Edward  Island,  with  birds  reported  6 
Oct  at  Cape  Egmont,  Prince  (BH)  and  30  Oct 
at  Rollo  Bay,  Kings  (MR).  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon 
had  their  first  Red-bellied  Woodpecker  was  in 
autumn  2011,  but  it  was  not  photographed. 
This  fall,  one  male  was  photographed  near  the 
village  of  Miquelon  22  Oct  (VD),  providing 
the  first  photographically  documented  record. 
Nova  Scotia’s  (and  the  Region’s)  second  con- 
firmed Dusky  Flycatcher,  a hatch-year  bird, 
was  caught,  measured,  and  banded  at  the  At- 
lantic Bird  Observatory  on  Bon  Portage  Island 
18  Oct  (b.  JCh).  Say’s  Phoebe  sightings  from 
New  Brunswick  included  one  at  Hay  Island  28 
Aug  (ph.  AD)  and  one  at  Basse-Aboujagane  25 
Nov  (NB,  R-AM).  Jon  Joy  found  and  photo- 
graphed Newfoundland’s  second  Ash-throated 
Flycatcher  at  Bonavista  30  Oct;  it  lingered  until 
6 Nov.  New  Brunswick’s  second  and  the  Region’s 
fourth  Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher  was  photo- 
graphed 3 Oct  on  White  Head  Island  (RB  photo- 
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graphs  posted  at  <http://flic.kr/s/aHsjCkX93t>). 
It  was  a good  autumn  for  Western  Kingbirds, 
with  6 in  Nova  Scotia,  one  each  in  New  Bruns- 
wick and  Newfoundland,  and  one  on  St.  Pierre 
27  Nov  (LJ).  There  were  2 Northern  Wheatears 
in  Nova  Scotia,  at  Summerville  Beach  PP.  3-4 
Sep  QD)  and  at  Brule,  Colchester  22-24  Sep  QR); 
in  Newfoundland,  one  was  at  Cape  Race  9 Sep 
and  2 at  Trepassey  3 Oct  (both  CD). 

Ken  Knowles  and  John  Wells  found  a 
Golden-winged  Warbler  at  Bear  Cove, 
NL  22-24  Sep.  Many  observers  enjoyed  a 
Prothonotary  Warbler  on  St.  Pierre  26-27 
Sep,  the  third  record  for  the  French  islands. 
Record  late  by  more  than  four  weeks  for  those 
islands,  a Cape  May  Warbler  was  found  23 
Nov  (PB)  and  a Magnolia  Warbler  22  Nov  (LJ). 
Three  Audubon’s  Warblers  in  Nova  Scotia 
this  season  increased  by  50%  the  total  of  six 
previous  provincial  records,  all  in  fall/winter. 
The  first,  a hatch-year  male,  was  found  at  Point 
Pleasant  Park,  Flalifax  6 Nov  (ph.  DC);  the 
second  was  well  described  at  Canso  14  Nov 
(KM,  CK),  while  the  third  was  at  New  Glascow 
29  Nov  (KM).  Seven  of  18  Nova  Scotia  records 
of  Prairie  Warbler  were  from  analysis  of  noctur- 
nal migrant  flight  recordings  made  at  Doctor’s 
Brook,  Antigonish  QK).  Newfoundland’s  earliest 
Townsend’s  Warbler  was  found  at  Bear  Cove 
20  Oct  (BM).  Of  the  15  or  so  previous  provin- 
cial records,  this  is  just  the  second  found  away 
from  St.  John’s. 

There  was  a minor  influx  of  Eastern 


Towhees,  with  7 in  Nova  Scotia,  one  each  in 
New  Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward  Island, 
and  one  at  St.  Pierre  15-18  Oct,  the  eighth  lo- 
cal record,  (PA).  Three  different  Clay-colored 
Sparrows  were  at  St.  Pierre  16-17  Oct,  furnish- 
ing the  fourth  through  sixth  local  records.  An 
unusual  sparrow  was  independently  found 
by  two  observers  at  Duncan’s  Cove,  Halifax 
Regional  Municipality,  NS  4 Oct  (BMy  HT); 
both  thought  the  bird  was  a good  candidate  for 
Baird’s  Sparrow,  based  on  appearance  and  call 
note,  but  the  elusive  nature  of  the  bird  and  the 
poor  weather  precluded  certainty.  Nova  Scotia’s 
eighth  Harris’s  Sparrow  was  photographed  in 
Hants  22-24  Oct  (MH). 

Observers:  Pascal  Asselin,  Norm  Belliveau, 
Patrick  Boez,  Gilbert  Bouchard,  Roger  Bur- 
rows, Ered  Cheverie,  Janice  Chard  QCh),  Jared 
Clarke,  Dominic  Cormier  (DCo),  David  Currie, 
John  Davies,  Lisa  de  Leon,  Vincent  Detcheverry, 
Cliff  Doran,  Aldo  Dorio,  Bernard  Forsythe,  Bill 
Hartford,  Michael  Haynes,  Charlie  Kendell, 
John  Kenney,  Laurent  Jackman,  Bruce  Mac- 
tavish,  Rose-Alma  Mallet,  Ken  McKenna,  Anne 
Mills,  Eric  Mills,  Johnny  Nickerson,  Dwaine 
Oakley,  Marcy  Robinson,  John  Rubin,  David 
Shepard,  Gail  Smith,  Richard  Stern,  Jim  Sut- 
ton, Hans  Toom,  Todd  Watts,  John  Wells,  Alan 
Wilson,  Geoff  Wood.  O 


Blake  Maybank,  144  Bayview  Drive,  White's  Lake, 
Nova  Scotia  B3T 1Z1  (bmaybank@gmaiLcom) 


New  ABA  Birdfinding  Guide! 

A Birder’s  Guide  to  Beiize 

Bursting  at  the  seams  with  wildlife  feathered,  furred,  and 
finned,  tiny  but  diverse  Belize  is  an  ideal  destination  for 
birders  and  naturalists.  Whether  on  your  first  birding 
trip  to  Central  America  or  your  fiftieth,  you'll  find  Belize 
well-forested,  friendly,  easily  navigated,  and  filled  with 
natural  beauty.  This  invaluable  guide  will  help  you  get 
the  most  from  your  time  in  this  splendid  country. 


ORDER  TODAY  FROM  BUTEO  BOOKS! 

Call:  800.722.2460 

Web:  www.buteobooks.com 

Email : customenservice@buteobooks.com 
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Overall,  fall  2012  was  warai.  From 
August  through  October,  temperature 
departures  from  the  normal  were  from 
+1°  to  +3°  C in  the  south  and  from  +1°  to  +2° 
elsewhere.  November  was  slightly  cold  in  sou- 
thwestern Quebec  but  mild  elsewhere.  Rainfall 
fluctuated  from  below  normal  in  August,  above 
normal  in  September  and  October,  to  much  be- 
low normal  in  November.  Only  13  mm  of  rain 
fell  in  November  at  Montreal.  The  migration 
was  lackluster,  especially  for  shorebirds.  Rari- 
ties included  Western  Grebe,  Crested  Caracara, 
Royal  Tern,  and  Gray  Kingbird. 

GEESi  THROUGH  HERONS 

A Greater  White-fronted  Goose  of  the  Green- 
land-nesting  subspecies  Jlavirostris  killed  by 
a hunter  at  Saint-Omer,  Gaspesie  29  Oct  had 
been  banded  as  a first-winter  female  by  Tony 
Fox  et  al.  on  its  wintering  grounds  at  Wex- 
ford, Ireland  19  Mar  2012  (Y.  Deslauriers, /ide 
PP).  Since  1979,  over  2600  Greenland  Greater 
White-fronted  Geese  have  been  marked  in  Ire- 
land, Britain,  Iceland,  and  Greenland,  yet  until 
this  year,  only  one  has  ever  been  re-sighted  in 
North  America  (fide  T.  Fox).  Single  Barnacle 
Geese  visited  Saint-Leon-de-Standon  24-25 
Sep  (RG,  J.  Forgues),  Pointe-aux-Outardes  6 
Oct  (D.  Saint-Laurent,  D.  Dorais,  JPB  et  al), 
and  Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu  28  Oct-21  Nov 
(R.  & G.  Boulet,  m.ob.)  for  a grand  total  of 
nine  Regional  records  this  year.  Single  Trum- 
peter Swans  occurred  at  Val  d’Or  3-4  Nov  (CS, 
RL)  and  Remigny  6-10  Oct  (L.  Grondin,  C. 
Cote),  both  from  the  Abitibi  region.  Over  80% 
of  Quebec’s  30  records  originate  from  the  Abi- 
tibi-Temiscamingue  region.  Eurasian  Wigeons 


were  scarce  except  for  a tight  group  of  4 (one 
ad.  male,  one  ad.  female,  and  2 juvs.)  at  Sainte- 
Luce  3 Nov  (E  Fradette). 

A Pacific  Loon  was  at  Saint-Stanislas-de- 
Kostka  1 Nov  (M.  Dennis).  More  photographic 
documentation  of  this  species  is  needed,  espe- 
cially for  the  Montreal  area,  where  none  has 
ever  been  photographed.  A Western  Grebe 
brightened  Gatineau  16-28  Oct,  a first  confir- 
med record  for  Quebec  (JD,  ph.,  m.ob.).  Ad. 
Northern  Gannets  were  more  numerous  than 
usual  in  Aug  in  the  St.  Lavnence  R.  estuary,  and 
at  the  same  time,  young  birds  were  observed 
dying  of  starvation  at  the  colony  on  Bonaven- 
ture  Island.  Reproductive  success  of  only  8% 
was  estimated,  there  compared  to  75%  nor- 
mally. The  high  temperature  of  the  water  in 
the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  was  apparently  res- 
ponsible for  the  scarcity  of  surface  fish  and  the 
desertion  of  the  colony  by  adults.  The  western- 
most Great  Cormorant  reached  Chambly  basin 
8-16  Nov  (RB,  D.  Stobbe). 

A Little  Blue  Heron  appeared  at  Sherbrooke 
28  Aug  (Y.  Poulin,  B.  Pichette),  while  a Trico- 
lored Heron  stopped  at  Baie-Sainte-Catherine  20 
Sep  (A.  Cote,  JE  Ouellet).  Single  Cattle  Egrets 
were  at  Saint-Gedeon  18  Oct  (S.  Boivin),  Saint- 
Fulgence  21  Oct  (D.  Lord),  Roberval  22  Oct  (M. 
Bouchard  et  al),  Roquemaure  27  Oct  (CS,  RL), 
and  Terrebonne  4-6  Nov  (Y.  Gauthier,  m.ob.). 

¥ULTURiS  THROUGH  CUCKOOS 

Single  Black  Vultures  ventured  to  Gaspe  23  Aug 
(DJ)  and  Saint-Germain-de-Kamouraska  30 
Sep-18  Oct  (E  Girardin,  m.ob.).  Interestingly, 
about  80%  of  Quebec’s  60  records  have  occur- 
red e.  of  Quebec  City.  On  the  morning  of  28 
Aug,  an  apparent  Crested  Caracara  was  seen 
flying  southward  at  Saint- Aime,  s.  of  Yamaska 
(E  Gagnon).  The  bird  was  seen  from  a distance 
of  300-400  m,  but  the  absence  of  barring  in 
the  secondaries  and  the  extent  of  white  on  the 
breast  eliminated  Southern  Caracara.  The  pat- 
tern of  vagrancy  to  the  ne.  of  breeding  range 
has  been  very  strong  in  recent  years. 

A juv.  Purple  Gallinule  first  noted  at  Cap 
Tourmente  17  Oct  was  found  dead  31  Oct  (S. 
Blackburn,  S.  Lemieux,  GC,  ph.  G.  Garant). 
Single  juvs.  also  made  appearances  at  Les  Me- 
chins  8 Oct  (ph.,  MH  Saint-Pierre)  and  Rimous- 
ki  21-23  Oct  0-  L^rivee  et  al).  The  number  of 
Regional  records  now  stands  at  25,  all  but  one 
in  the  fall  season.  A flock  of  60  Sandhill  Cranes 
seen  flying  westward  at  Pointe-aux-Anglais, 
North  Shore  9 Oct  (E  Gallant)  was  a very  sur- 
prising sight  so  far  east.  Also  indicative  of  the 
continued  increase  in  the  population,  a flock  of 
500  was  reported  at  Albanel,  Lac  Saint-Jean  2 
Oct  0-  Hubert),  while  smaller  flocks  were  re- 
ported in  more  southerly  localities,  e.g.,  55  at 
Sainte-Anne-du-Lac  21  Sep  (R.  Richer),  25  at 


Notre-Dame-de-Lourdes  14  Oct  (M.  Gosselin), 
and  15  at  Yamaska  N.E  23  Oct  (D.  Brunelle). 
After  a high  count  of  over  100  individuals  in  fall 
2011,  the  number  of  Hudsonian  Godwits  was 
down  to  two  dozen  this  season.  Single  Marbled 
Godwits  made  a stop  at  Maple  Grove  8-22  Aug 
(PB,  m.ob.)  and  at  Sainte-Flavie  8-9  Aug  (E  Otis, 
E Lachance).  About  25  Buff-breasted  Sandpi- 
pers were  recorded  across  the  province,  mainly 
in  late  Aug  and  early  Sep.  Up  to  2 Long-billed 
Dowitchers  lingered  at  Montmagny  19  Aug-28 
Oct  (L.  Belleau  et  al),  up  to  10  at  Cap  Tour- 
mente 12  Sep-29  Oct  (GC  et  al),  and  singles 
stopped  at  Gentilly  21  Oct  (C.  Archambault,  A. 
Daigle)  and  Riviere-Ouelle  2-4  Nov  (CA,  CG). 
None  were  reported  near  Montreal,  where  they 
were  regular  during  the  years  1990-2000. 

The  number  of  Little  Gulls  is  down  in  re- 
cent years  in  s.  Quebec  but  appears  to  remain 
constant  on  the  North  Shore.  A stunning  juv. 
brightened  Ehilipsburg  19  Aug  (ph.  A.  Des- 
champs),  an  imm.  was  at  Deschenes  28  Sep 
QD),  a second-cycle  bird  was  at  Sainte-Cathe- 
rine  21  Oct  (RB),  and  2 were  in  Gaspesie  in  late 
Aug  and  early  Sep  (AC  et  al).  Single  Laughing 
Gulls  were  found  at  Riviere-au-Renard  26  Aug 
(DJ,  E.  Asselin)  and  at  He  aux  Basques  18  Oct 
(R.  Deschenes  et  al.).  A Franklin’s  Gull  was 
identified  at  Pointe-du-Lac  7 Aug  (M.  Bisson). 
Up  to  4 different  birds  were  in  the  Tadoussac 
area  between  1 1 Aug  and  4 Sep  (m.ob.).  Rare  in 
Abitibi,  4 Caspian  Terns  turned  up  at  Val  d’Or 
8 Sep  (E  Dubois  et  al),  while  a Black  Tern  at 
Bridgeville  7 Sep  was  also  a rarity  for  Gaspesie 
(AC,  Y.  Cyr).  A Royal  Tern  was  nicely  photo- 
graphed at  Sainte-Luce  22  Aug,  furnishing  only 
the  second  record  for  the  province  (R,  Houde). 
The  westernmost  Long-tailed  Jaeger  was 
spotted  at  Riviere-Ouelle  9 Aug  OFR)- 

Small  flocks  of  Dovekies  wandered  eastward 
to  La.  Pocatiere  and  Riviere-Ouelle  in  late  Oct, 
while  500  at  Cap  d’Espoir  30  Oct  and  1775  on 
5 Nov  were  notable  counts  (AC).  A Black  Guil- 
lemot at  Venise-en-Quebec  17-18  Nov  (ph.  JG. 
Papineau)  represented  a very  unusual  record 
inland.  A White-winged  Dove  reached  Bona- 
venture  Island  6 Aug  (ph.,  H.  Mailhot-Cou- 
ture),  while  most  probably  the  same  bird  was 
at  Perce  1 1 Aug  (ph.,  L.  Ross).  A second  White- 
winged Dove  was  at  Riviere-au-Tonnerre  21-26 
Oct  0-  Lizotte,  C.  Malo).  The  post-breeding 
dispersal  of  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  resulted  in 
the  appearance  of  13  individuals  in  the  Region 
between  mid-Sep  and  mid-Oct,  the  highest 
count  for  the  past  five  years. 

OWLS  THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

A Great  Gray  Owl  was  very  early  at  Baie- 
Comeau  19  Oct  (M.  Letourneau,  N.  Caron). 
Boreal  Owls  moved  southward  this  fall,  fol- 
lowing their  four-year  cycle,  with  the  first  in 
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This  Cave  Swallow  at  Isle-aux-Coudres,  Quebec  1 3 November  2012  was  part  of  a large  flight  of  the  species  throughout  the 
Great  Lakes  region  and  beyond,  reaching  as  far  as  British  Columbia.  Photograph  by  Samuel  Denault. 


evidence  at  Tadoussac  Bird  Observatory,  where 
140  were  captured.  The  McGill  Bird  Observa- 
tory Bnally  made  some  captures  of  their  own, 
with  4 birds  at  the  Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue 
station  5-7  Nov  (SDu).  Vagrant  Red-headed 
Woodpeckers  were  at  Parc-Nature  Pointe-aux- 
Prairies  12  Aug  QC),  Outremont  (Montreal) 
15  Aug  (J.  Paquette),  Saint-Augustin-de-Des- 
maures  20-22  Oct  (S.  & P Pleau),  and  Quebec 
City  3 Oct+  {fide  GC,  m.ob.).  Small  numbers  of 
Red-bellied  Woodpeckers  were  reported  across 
e.  Quebec,  with  singles  at  Riviere  Saint-Jean  10 
Oct+  (R.  Poulin,  C,  Germain),  La  Pocatiere  21 
Oct  (CA,  CG),  Riviere-Ouelle  23  Nov  (G.  Pelle- 
tier), Saint-Fabien-de-Panet  26  Oct  (G.  Pilote), 
and  Sainte-Luce  28  Nov  (G.  Lavoie). 

A surprising  4 Selasphorus  hummingbirds 
were  found  this  fall:  an  ad.  male  Rufous  at  Val- 
des-Bois  31  Aug-1  Sep  (S.  Bedard),  an  uniden- 
tified female-type  at  Hebertville  25  Oct-14  Nov 
(E.  Girard,  Jide  GS),  an  imm.  female  Rufous  at 
Sherbrooke  2 Oct-30  Nov  {fide  J.  Turgeon), 
and  an  imm.  male  Rufous  at  Maria  early  Oct-1 
Dec  (L.  Bernier,  D.  Mill,  ph.  AC).  Now  found 


with  some  regularity  in  the  past  few  years.  Wes- 
tern Kingbirds  were  reported  at  six  localities 
this  fall,  a single-season  record:  Riviere-Ouelle 
21  Sep  (CA,  CG),  Saint-Joachim  23  Sep  (ph.  B. 
Frechette,  M.  Chalifoux),  Gatineau  6 Oct  QD), 
Tadoussac  19  Oct  (SDe),  Saint-Norbert-d’Ar- 
thabaska  3 Nov  (DG,  C.  Roy),  and  Cap  d’Espoir 
24  Nov  (AC).  A Gray  Kingbird  was  adequately 
described  from  Maria  3 Nov  QE.  Joubert),  the 
province’s  second  record  of  the  species,  both 
from  Baie  des  Chaleurs.  A Scissor-tailed  Flycat- 
cher was  at  Cap-d’Espoir  7 Nov  (C.  Berthelot- 
Collin,  R.  Collin),  while  Abitibi’s  first  was  at 
Belcourt  20  Oct  (E.  Lahaie,  ph.  A.  Lahaie).  Also 
a showy  first  for  Abitibi  was  a full-tailed  ad. 
Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  at  Authier-Nord  22-29 
Sep  (C.  Plante  et  ah).  Imm.  White-eyed  Vireos 
were  reported  from  Cap  Tourmente  27-28  Sep 
(RG  et  al.)  and  Rimouski  15  Oct  (G.  Gendron). 
Very  rarely  found  on  the  North  Shore,  a War- 
bling Vireo  was  at  Tadoussac  26  Sep  (SDe). 

TITMOUSE  THROUGH  CROSSBILLS 

A Tufted  Titmouse  at  Riviere-Ouelle  25  Oct 


was  out  of  range  (D.  Faucher);  another  was 
at  Ferme-Neuve  12  Nov  (A.  Crepeau).  White- 
breasted Nuthatches  dispersed,  with  single 
birds  far  out  of  range  at  Bonaventure  1 1 Nov 
(D.  Gauthier,  F Nolin)  and  Baie-Trinite  also 
1 1 Nov  (OB,  JPB).  Late  and  lost  Marsh  Wrens 
were  discovered  at  Rimouski  7 Nov  (DR)  and 
Pabos  Mills  21  Nov+  QM.  Smith,  m.ob.).  Nor- 
thern Wheatears  staged  an  excellent  fall  flight, 
with  singles  at  Old  Harry  11  Sep  (N.  Frappier, 
P Laporte,  J.  Laporte),  Rimouski  17-27  Sep  0- 
Roy,  m.ob.),  Yamaska  20  Sep  (L.  Cournoyer, 
B.  Goulet,  E Ouellet),  Saint-Gedeon  23  Sep 
(R.  Bouchard),  Riviere-Ouelle  28  Sep  (CA, 
CG),  and  Dune-du-Nord,  Magdalen  Islands  2 
Oct  (AR).  A Townsend’s  Solitaire  was  at  Lus- 
kville  18  Oct  (J.  Savard),  another  at  Matane- 
sur-Mer  26  Oct  (R.  Giroux,  D.  Lemieux),  and 
another  at  Saint-Damien-de-Buckland  29-30 
Nov  (RG).  A Gray-cheeked  Thrush  at  Sainte- 
Eoy  (Quebec  City)  24  Nov  was  record  late  (ph. 
OB).  Single  Bicknell’s  Thrushes  were  banded 
at  McGill  Bird  Observatory  29  Sep  and  2 Oct 
(ph.  SDu).  Varied  Thrushes  were  discovered  at 
Les  Eboulements  27  Nov-6  Dec  (N.  Savard) 
and  LAnse-a-Beaufils  29  Nov  (].  Wiseman, 
fide  L.  Lagueux).  Casual  on  the  North  Shore,  a 
Brown  Thrasher  stopped  by  Pointe-des-Monts 
14  Oct  OPB).  Bohemian  Waxwings  appeared  a 
full  month  earlier  than  usual,  by  late  Sep  across 
many  regions  of  s.  Quebec,  and  as  early  as  4 
Sep  at  Pointe-Lebel  (OB).  Very  rarely  found 
during  fall  migration,  a Blue-winged  Warbler 
was  at  Princeville  26  Aug  (DG),  another  at 
Rimouski  1 Sep  (DR),  and  a third  at  Matane  6 
Sep  Q.  Beaulieu,  E Viau).  The  fall’s  sole  Yellow- 
throated  Warbler,  now  an  annual  staple,  was  at 
ile-des-Soeurs  19-28  Nov  (PB).  A Connecticut 
Warbler  at  Cap  Tourmente  2-8  Oct  (E  & R. 
Dion  et  al.)  was  unusual  by  virtue  of  its  long 
stay.  A young  Prairie  Warbler  delighted  many 
at  Quebec  City  18-26  Nov  (A.  Gagnon,  L. 
Plante).  A Worm-eating  Warbler  at  Gatineau 
10  Sep  was  well  described  (P.  Harris).  A Yel- 
low-breasted Chat  made  a brief  appearance  at 
He  Perrot  13  Sep  (A.  Quenneville). 

A male  Spotted  Towhee,  the  province’s  twen- 
ty-first, was  at  Angliers  10  Nov-1  Dec,  a first 
for  the  Abitibi  region  (G.  Bemeche).  A robust 
total  of  over  15  Clay-colored  Sparrows  was 
reported  this  fall,  most  from  the  North  Shore, 
with  6 coming  from  Tadoussac  alone  (SDe).  A 
Eield  Sparrow  at  Tadoussac  27  Oct  (SDe)  made 
for  a very  rare  record  for  the  North  Shore.  A 
Lark  Sparrow  held  on  to  feeders  at  Gaspe  12- 
18  Sep  (DJ),  and  another  at  Sainte-Anne-de- 
Bellevue  1 Oct  (B.  Bamhurst,  M.  McIntosh) 
represented  a very  rare  record  for  sw.  Quebec. 
Two  migrant  Nelson’s  Sparrows  intercepted  at 
Ville-Marie  27  Sep  QF)  "were  the  first  for  the 
Temiscamingue  region.  Phenomenal  numbers 


Q A While  Cave  Swallow  movements  may  no  longer  be  worthy  of  a Special  Attention  co- 
J/alumn  in  most  of  the  East,  they  remained  very  rare  in  Quebec  until  this  fall's  unprece- 
dented influx.  Most  ended  up  at  a single  spot,  when  SDe  discovered  approximately  20  Cave 
Swallows  at  the  e.  end  of  lle-aux-Coudres  1 3 Nov,  at  the  time  a record-late  date!  They  settled 
down  for  the  night  under  several  barges  that  were  out  of  water,  where  a specimen,  the  first 
for  the  province,  was  collected  14  Nov.  That  day,  a total  of  31  birds  were  counted  by  DJ. 
Leandri-Breton,  including  small  flocks  leaving  the  island  heading  back  toward  the  southwest, 
as  temperatures  dropped  below  freezing.  Additional  birds  were  found  across  the  island  by 
various  observers,  including  a second,  road-killed  specimen.  Only  one  bird  was  left  by  1 5 Nov 
(G.  Lord  et  al.).  Farther  e.,  2 were  seen  warming  themselves  on  asphalt  at  Routhierville  in  the 
Matapedia  River  valley  14  Nov  (AC).  A single  Cave  Swallow  was  seen  heading  southwestward 
along  the  St.  Lawrence  River  at  Quebec  City  24  Nov  (D.  Labarre,  S.  Cardinal)  after  another 
warm  spell. These  are  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  weather  systems  to  bring  Cave  Swallows  to  Que- 
bec since  the  first  in  1 999,  and  the  number  of  records  for  the  province  now  stands  at  1 4. 
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of  sparrows  congregated  along  the  n.  shore  of 
the  St.  Lawrence  River  8-9  Oct,  as  evidenced 
by  estimates  of  1200  White-throated  Sparrows, 
2600  White-crowned  Sparrows,  and  5000+ 
Dark-eyed  Juncos  at  Cap  Tourmente  (R.  Le- 
page, R Lane  et  al).  A cismontanus  Dark-eyed 
Junco  (sometimes  called  Cassiar  Junco)  was 
at  Cantley  11  Oct  (R.  Fournier,  D.  St-Jacques, 
ph.).  A Summer  Tanager  at  Deschenes  6 Aug 
(RL.  Dubois,  D.  Dallaire)  provided  a rare  sum- 
mer record,  while  more  typical  late  fall  occur- 
rences at  Amos  27  Oct-5  Nov  Q-  Gervais, 
J.  Labrecque)  and  Quebec  City  18-19  Nov 
(J.  Moreau,  B.  Desmeules  et  al.)  found  frigid 
conditions.  Scarlet  Tanagers  at  Longue-Pointe- 
de-Mingan  14  Sep  (S.  Tremblay,  D.J.  Ward)  and 
Authier-Nord  11  Oct  Q-  Gagnon)  were  good 
finds  far  out  of  range.  The  fall’s  only  Western 
Tanager  was  at  Sainte-Felicite  20-22  Nov  (C. 
Belanger, /ide  D.  Desjardins). 

Northern  Cardinals  staged  an  impressive 
invasion  out  of  habitat  and  range  this  fall,  li- 
kely the  largest  flight  of  the  sort  since  fall  of 
1995.  Birds  appeared  by  late  Oct  all  the  way 


to  the  e.  end  of  the  Gaspe  Peninsula  (6  birds), 
in  the  Lower  St.  Lawrence  (15+  birds),  Abi- 
tibi  (11  birds),  Saguenay-Lac-Saint-Jean  (10+ 
birds),  and  on  the  North  Shore  all  the  way  up 
to  Mingan  (9+  birds).  A total  of  4 Dickcissels 
was  reported  this  fall,  3 on  the  North  Shore  and 
one  in  the  Gaspesie  region.  A female  Yellow- 
headed Blackbird  was  at  Yamachiche  12  Aug 
and  2 Sep  (M.  Bourassa).  An  ad.  male  Brewer’s 
Blackbird  was  at  Ville-Marie  27  Oct  QF).  Late 
ad.  male  Orchard  Oriole  sightings  were  made 
at  Parc-Nature  Pointe-aux-Prairies  12  Aug  QC) 
and  Chateauguay  24  Aug  (T.  Long).  The  season 
saw  the  Tadoussac  B.O.’s  Red  Crossbill  num- 
bers being  topped,  with  a season  total  of  230 
birds  heading  southwest  (SDe).  It  appears  as 
though  all  crossbills  belonged  to  Type  3,  on  the 
basis  of  flight  calls  identified  by  audiospectro- 
graphic  analysis.  This  Type  was  reported  widely 
across  e.  Quebec  from  Sep  into  Nov,  with  much 
lesser  numbers  of  Type  10. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  boldface): 
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Is.),  Yann  Rochepault  (North  Shore),  Jean- 
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Roy  (Bois-Francs),  Danielle  Ruest,  Germain 
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Autumn  2012  weather  featured  a warm 
August,  a wet  September,  a warm  but 
rather  dry  October,  and  a cool  dry  No- 
vember. October  had  below-average  precipita- 
tion, despite  featuring  Hurricane  Sandy  29-30 
October,  which  effectively  grazed  our  Region 
as  it  turned  inland  just  south  of  New  England. 
Nonetheless,  it  was  a huge  storm  that  pushed 


a goodly  number  of  seabirds  into  Long  Island 
Sound,  usually  not  an  especially  maritime  arm 
of  the  Atlantic.  Major  flight  days  of  the  autumn 
included  a strong  rather  early  push  along  the 
coast  on  29  August  after  a cold  front  and  good 
flights  on  11  and  15/16  September,  the  lat- 
ter including  the  largest  Broad-winged  Hawk 
flight  of  the  season.  There  were  large  numbers 
of  migrants  on  the  coast  4-7  October,  particu- 
larly offshore  at  Monhegan  Island.  On  13  Oc- 
tober, after  a cold  front,  there  was  a huge  flight 
of  late  season  migrants  featuring  thousands  of 
juncos.  In  a dry  November  with  few  storms, 
the  nor’easter  of  7-8  November  produced  the 
largest  coastal  Dovekie  flight  in  a very  long 
time. 

Cave  Swallows  had  a big  late  season  flight 
again  after  skipping  2011,  reaching  as  far  north 
as  Maine.  Many  low-density  migrants  that  stray 
eastward  and  northward  into  the  Region  had 
big  years,  including  Clay-colored  and  Lark 
Sparrows,  Dickcissel,  and  Blue  Grosbeak.  The 
season  also  saw  the  best  winter  finch  flight  in 
a long  time,  featuring  both  crossbills  in  great 
numbers  in  southern  coastal  areas.  Pine  Gros- 
beaks south  to  Connecticut,  Common  Redpolls 
with  a few  Hoaries,  and  even  a modest  Evening 
Grosbeak  push  into  southern  New  England. 

It  was  an  excellent  year  for  rare  birds  in- 


cluding a very  rare  autumn  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Duck,  Pink-footed  Geese,  Barolo 
Shearwater,  Red-billed  Tropicbird,  Brown 
Booby,  Magnificent  Frigatebird  (post-Sandy), 
Little  Egrets,  a record  flight  of  Selasphorus 
hummingbirds  featuring  2 Allen’s,  Bell’s  Vireo 
(becoming  regular),  and  an  impressive  five 
Audubon’s  Warblers.  It  was  an  especially  good 
year  for  rare  Palearctic  shorebirds,  including 
six  Northern  Lapwings  and  the  Region’s  first 
Wood  Sandpiper  in  Rhode  Island.  The  rarest 
shorebird  and  surely  the  best  bird  of  the  season 
was  the  utterly  unexpected  Gray-tailed  Tattler 
seen  on  Nantucket  Island  in  late  October. 

Abbreviations:  Block  Island  (Washington,  RI); 
Bluff  Point  (Bluff  Point  Coastal  Reserve,  Gro- 
ton, New  London,  CT);  Brookline  Bird  Club 
(B.B.C.);  Charlotte  (on  L.  Champlain  shore, 
Chittenden,  VT);  Cousin’s  Island  (Sandy  Point 
Beach,  Cousin’s  Island,  Yarmouth,  Cumber- 
land, ME);  Cumberland  Farms  (Cumberland 
Farms,  Middleboro,  Plymouth,  MA);  Delta  Park 
(Colchester,  Chittenden,  VT);  Hammonasset 
(Hammonasset  Beach  S.P,  Madison,  New  Ha- 
ven, CT);  Lighthouse  Point  (at  New  Haven, 
New  Haven,  CT);  Monhegan  (Monhegan  Is- 
land, Lincoln,  ME);  Plum  Island  (Parker  River 
N.WR.,  Newbury/Rowley,  Essex,  MA);  South 


VOLUME  67  (2013)  • NUMBER  1 


35 


NEW  ENGLAND 


Beach  (South  Beach  Island,  Chatham,  Barnstable, 
MA);  South  Shore  Bird  Club  (S.S.B.C.)- 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  IBIS 

Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck  is  usually  a late 
spring  and  early  summer  vagrant  in  the  North- 
east; the  first  autumn  records  for  New  England 
were  singles  at  Plum  Island  4 Aug  (ph.  B.  Har- 
ris) and  Great  Meadows  N.WR,,  Middlesex,  MA 
1-2  Sep  (m.ob.).  Pink-footed  Geese  occurred  in 
the  Region  for  the  fourth  autumn  in  a row,  with 
individuals  at  Artichoke  Reservoir,  West  New- 
bury, Essex,  MA  20  Oct  (ph.  G.  Gove  et  al.)  and 
Cherryfield,  Washington,  ME  6-27  Nov  (].  Wilcox, 
m.ob.).  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  matched  last 
autumns  record  tally  of  23  with  3 in  Vermont,  7 in 
Maine,  one  in  Massachusetts,  and  12  in  Connecti- 
cut. The  earliest  were  3 at  Collins  Pond,  Aroostook, 
ME  2 Oct  (BS),  and  the  high  count  was  7 at  Broad 
Brook  Pond,  East  Windsor,  Hartford,  CT  11  Nov 
(T.  Johannsson).  Ross’s  Goose  reports  included  one 
at  Sharon,  Norfolk,  MA  26  Oct-Dec  (Y  Zollo  et  al.) 
and  single  birds  at  Dead  Creek  W.M.A.  4,  18,  & 
24  Nov  (RP,  TGM,  JM).  A small  white  goose  over 
Quaker  Ridge  Hawkwatch,  Greenwich,  Litchfield, 
CT  13  Oct  (L.  Tiller)  may  have  also  been  a Ross’s.  A 
good  inland  flight  of  Brant  13  Oct  produced  high 
counts  of  1430  at  Charlotte,  Chittenden,  VT  (B. 
Pfeiffer,  TGM,  J.  Lincoln),  and  375  at  Glastonbury, 
Hartford,  CT  (B.  Asteriades).  A Black  Brant  photo- 
graphed at  Plymouth,  MA  2 Nov  (RB)  was  the  first 
for  autumn  in  New  England  since  2006.  A Bar- 
nacle Goose  was  present  at  Broad  Brook  Pond,  East 
Windsor,  CT  21  Oct+  (C.  Ekroth,  m.ob.),  with  2 
observed  there  26  Oct  (M.  Viens  et  al).  At  least  40 
Cackling  Geese  were  reported  16  Sep+,  with  16 
in  Vermont,  6 in  Maine,  7 in  Massachusetts,  10  in 
Connecticut,  and  one  in  Rhode  Island.  Eight  early 
Tundra  Swans  passing  Cove  Island,  Stamford,  Li- 
tchfield, CT  13  Oct  (P  Dugan)  were  the  only  ones 


Barolo  Shearwater  occurred  for  the  second  time  off  Massachusetts 
in  201 2 (the  first  was  in  2007).  This  one  was  found  on  26  August 
near  Oceanographer  Canyon  by  participants  on  a pelagic  trip  spon- 
sored by  the  Brookline  Bird  Club.  Photograph  by  Tom  Johnson. 


found  in  the  Region  this  autumn.  The  16  Eurasian 
Wigeons  were  the  most  encountered  since  2002. 
Reports  ranged  from  25  Sep  through  the  end  of 
Nov,  with  high  counts  of  3 at  Marstons  Mills,  Barn- 
stable, MA  7-26  Oct  (one  there  through  29  Nov 
(M.  Keleher,  m.ob.)  and  5 on  Nantucket  21  Oct 
QT  et  al).  A Eurasian  Wigeon  x American  Wigeon 
hybrid  was  photographed  at  Newton,  Middlesex, 
MA  and  seen  throughout  Nov  (E.  Dahl,  m.ob.). 
There  were  excellent  numbers  of  Blue-winged  Teal 
observed,  including  the  highest  count  of  510  in 
wild  rice  at  the  Abagadassett  River  mouth,  Sagada- 
hoc, ME  1 Sep  (PV).  Also  of  interest  was  a female 
Ring-necked  Duck  x scaup  hybrid  photographed 
in  Windsor,  VT  21-28  Nov  (SH  et  al);  this  com- 
bination is  sometimes  mistaken  for  Tufted  Duck. 
Another  impressive  high  count  was  3600  Lesser 
Scaup  at  Goose  Bay,  Bridport,  Addison,  VT  26  Oct 
(IW,  RP).  The  only  King  Eider  reported  was  a re- 
turning drake  at  Gloucester,  Essex,  MA  18-24  Nov 
Q.  Willson,  J,  Offerman).  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes 
were  also  scarce,  with  just  14  reported,  9 of  them 
in  Maine,  beginning  on  28  Oct  at  Caribou,  Aroos- 
took (BS).  Impressive  inland  Black  Scoter  fallout 
numbers  were  277  at  Lake  Dunmore,  Salisbury, 
Addison,  VT  31  Oct  (RP)  and  783  on  Quabbin  Res- 
ervoir, MA  5 Nov  (L.  Therrien). 

Pacific  Loons  continue  to  be  well  reported,  with 
at  least  9 observed  in  five  of  the  Region’s  six  states; 
a basic-plumaged  bird  was  apparently  summer- 
ing at  Casco  Bay,  Cumberland,  ME  15  Aug  (PV,  JR 
D.  Abbott),  and  all  others  were  noted  9 Oct  and 
later.  An  impressive  post-breeding  concentration 
of  Pied-billed  Grebes  at  Christina  Reservoir  1 Aug 
came  to  71  birds,  half  of  which  were  juvs.  (BS). 
Single  Eared  Grebes  were  reported  twice,  16  Sep- 
7 Oct  at  Simpsons  Point,  Brunswick,  Cumberland, 
ME  (G.  Smith,  ph.  LB,  ph.  MJI,  m.ob.),  and  7-15 
Oct  at  Rye  Harbor,  Rockingham,  NH  (J.  Smith, 
ph.  LM,  ph.  LK,  m.ob.).  The  Bay  State  recorded 
a Western  Grebe  at  North  Beach,  Orleans,  Barn- 
stable 11  Nov  (ph.  C.  Goodrich),  and  an  impres- 
sive 2-4  were  at  Plum  Island  from  23  Nov  into  Dec 
0-  Shack,  m.ob.).  The  usual  handful  of  Audubon’s 
Shearwaters  was  found  on  the  continental  slope  s. 
of  Cape  Cod,  with  one  off  Nantucket  14-16  Aug 
(TJ),  and  3 over  slope  canyons  25-26  Aug  (MJI, 
TJ,  B.B.C.).  Far  more  impressive  was  a Barolo 
Shearwater  at  Oceanographer  Canyon  on  the 
26  Aug  Brookline  Bird  Club  extreme  pelagic  trip, 
only  the  second  for  Massachusetts  and  perhaps 
the  third  for  the  Region  (MJI,  ph.  TJ,  m.ob.).  The 
same  trip  revealed  an  impressive  7 White-faced 
Storm-Petrels,  with  5 in  the  vicinity  of  Dogbody 
Canyon,  further  establishing  the  regular  rare  oc- 
currence of  this  wave -walker  far  offshore  of  New 
England  in  late  summer  (ph.  MJI,  ph.  TJ,  B.B.C.). 
Also  recorded  were  9 Band-rumped  Storm-Pe- 
trels, with  6 of  them  near  Oceanographer  Canyon 
25  Aug  (ph.  MJI,  ph.  TJ,  B.B.C.).  As  if  to  place  an 
exclamation  mark  on  the  trip,  a juv.  Red-billed 


We  seldom  have  the  chance  to 
assess  a truly  late  season  hur- 
ricane in  New  England,  so  Hurricane 
(also  known  as  Super  Storm)  Sandy 
was  a rare  opportunity  for  Regional 
observers.  The  main  impact  of  this 
storm  on  bird  distribution  and  num- 
bers was  on  Long  Island  Sound  and 
s.  of  Cape  Cod,  with  a light  scatter 
of  inland  displacements  from  the 
Connecticut  River  eastward  (Table 
1 ).  Also  of  note  for  birds  and  birders 
was  the  destruction  of  coastal  habi- 
tats, especially  the  erosion  and  loss 
of  tidal  marshes  and  the  rearrange- 
ment of  barrier  beaches. 

Along  the  Connecticut  shoreline 
on  30  October,  there  were  reports 
of  at  least  4 Cory's  Shearwaters  at 
Old  Saybrook,  along  with  at  least  2 
Great  Shearwaters  and  30  unidenti- 
fied large  shearwaters  at  Madison, 
1 1 Leach's  Storm-Petrels  at  three  lo- 
cations, 37  coastal  Red  Phalaropes, 
8 Black-legged  Kittiwakes,  single 
Bridled/Sooty  Terns  at  three  loca- 
tions, a Parasitic  Jaeger,  and  2 Poma- 
rine  Jaegers,  2 Dovekies,  and  at  least 
3 Razorbills,  2 of  those  just  prior  to 
the  storm  proper  on  29  October. 
Other  likely  storm-displaced  birds 
included  Cory's  Shearwater,  Leach's 
Storm-Petrel,  and  Red  Phalarope  in 
Rhode  Island.  Many  pelicans,  both 
American  White  and  Brown,  were 
seen  after  the  storm,  lingering  well 
into  November.  A Magnificent  Frig- 
atebird  frequented  the  Dartmouth/ 
Westport  and  Compton  areas  of 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island, 
respectively,  from  30-31  Oct. 

Inland  displacements  included 
at  least  one  Leach's  Storm-Petrel 
in  se.  New  Hampshire  that  had  the 
misfortune  of  becoming  a Herring 
Gull's  meal  and  several  Red  Phala- 
ropes that  may  have  been  displaced 
or  forced  down  by  the  approaching 
storm.  Several  ad.  Black-legged  Kit- 
tiwakes on  n.  Lake  Champlain  were 
most  likely  related  to  Sandy,  as  ads. 
are  not  the  normal  age  class  in- 
land. At  least  5 Laughing  Gulls  were 
found  in  sw.  New  Hampshire  30  Oct. 
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i Table  1 . Species  of  note  associated  with  Hurricane/Super  Storm  Sandy  in  New  Englanj  29  October-5  November  2012. 


Species  (Number,  If  >1) 

Location(s) 

Date(s) 

Observer(s)'  ' ' 

Notes  ;■  T," 

Cory's  Shearwater  (4) 

Old  Saybrook,  Middlesex,  CT 

30  Oct 

A.  Griswold  et  al. 

Cory's  Shearwater 

Barrington  Beach,  Barrington,  Bristol,  Rl 

1 Nov 

B.  Shamgochian 

32  km  up  Narragansett  Bay  from  ocean 

Great  Shearwater  (2) 

Old  Saybrook,  CT 

30  Oct 

A.  Griswold  etai. 

Great  Shearwater 

Madison,  New  Haven,  CT 

30  Oct 

M.  Aronson 

unidentified  large  shearwater 

Old  Saybrook,  CT 

30  Oct 

A.  Griswold  etal. 

unidentified  large  shearwater  (30) 

Madison,  CT 

30  Oct 

K.  Mueller 

streaming  eastward 

Leach's  Storm-Petrel 

East  Providence,  Rl 

29  Oct 

T.  Seller 

38  km  up  Narragansett  Bay  from  ocean 

Leach's  Storm-Petrel 

Massabesic  Lake,  Manchester, 

Rockingham,  NH 

30  Oct 

E.  Masterson,J.  Woolf, 

C.  Sheridan,  etal. 

photographed;  observed  being  captured 
and  carried  away  by  Herring  Gull  (D.  Lipsy) 

Leach's  Storm-Petrel  (7) 

Old  Saybrook,  CT 

30  Oct 

A.  Griswold  etal. 

Leach's  Storm-Petrel  (3) 

Stamford,  Fairfield,  CT 

30  Oct 

P.&J.  Dugan 

Leach's  Storm-Petrel 

Fairfield,  Fairfield,  CT 

30  Oct 

A.  Burdo  et  al. 

unidentified  storm-petrel 

Fairfield,  Fairfield,  CT 

30  Oct 

A.  Burdo  etal. 

Magnificent  Frigatebird 

South  Dartmouth  and  Westport, 

Bristol,  MA/Little  Compton,  Newport,  Rl 

30-31  Oct 

P.  Champlin,  G.  Dennis, 

M.  Spoor 

male,  photographed 

Red  Phalarope  (2) 

Shippan  Point,  Stamford 

29  Oct 

P.&J.  Dugan 

Red  Phalarope  (34) 

Old  Saybrook,  CT 

30  Oct 

A.  Griswold  etal. 

Red  Phalarope 

Stratford,  CT 

30  Oct 

F.  Mantliketal. 

Red  Phalarope 

Great  Pond,  Simsbury,  Hartford,  CT 

30  Oct 

R.  Preston 

75  km  inland 

Red  Phalarope 

Goosewing  Beach  Preserve,  Newport,  Rl 

30  Oct 

G.  Dennis 

photographed 

Black-legged  Kittiwake  (5-6) 

Thompson's  Pt.,  Charlotte,  VT 

30  Oct 

T.  G.  Murin,  C.  Provost,  J.  Mead  et  al. 

ads.,  5 together;  one  there  31  Oct  and  3 Nov 

Black-legged  Kittiwake  (2) 

Old  Saybrook,  CT 

30  Oct 

A.  Griswold  et  al. 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

Stratford,  CT 

30  Oct 

F.  Mantlik  et  al. 

Black-legged  Kittiwake  (3) 

Madison,  CT 

30  Oct 

K.  Mueller 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

Fairfield,  CT 

30  Oct 

A.  Burdo  etal. 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

Waterford,  CT 

30  Oct 

D.  Provencher 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

Upton,  MA 

1 Nov 

M.  Byrne 

found  dead,  photographed 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

Quabbin  Park,  MA 

5 Nov 

LTherrien 

photographed 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

Turner's  Falls,  Franklin,  MA 

5 Nov 

J.  Smith 

Laughing  Gull  (2-3) 

Connecticut  River,  Vernon, 

Windham,  VT/Hinsdale,  Cheshire,  NH 

30  Oct 

D.  Clark,  H.  Galbraith,  E.  Masterson 

Laughing  Gull 

Spofford  Lake,  Chesterfield,  Cheshire,  NH 

30  Oct 

E.  Masterson 

photographed 

Laughing  Gull  (2) 

Powder  Mill  Pond,  Hancock/Greenfield, 
Hillsborough,  NH 

30  Oct 

P.  Brown,  D.  & L.  Stokes 

photographed 

Sooty/Bridled  Tern 

Old  Saybrook,  CT 

29  Oct 

J.  Musset,  N.  Bonomo 

most  likely  Sooty 

Sooty/Bridled  Tern 

Stamford,  CT 

30  Oct 

P.&J  Dugan 

Sooty/Bridled  Tern 

Fairfield,  CT 

30  Oct 

A.  Burdo  etal. 

Pomarine  Jaeger 

Stamford,  CT 

30  Oct 

P.  & J.  Dugan 

Pomarine  Jaeger 

Bridgeport,  CT 

31  Oct 

T.  Johnson 

light-morph  ad.,  over  1-95 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

Old  Saybrook,  CT 

30  Oct 

A.  Griswold  et  al. 

unidentified  jaeger 

Old  Saybrook,  CT 

31  Oct 

G.  Hanisek 

Dovekie  (2) 

Shippan  Point,  Stamford,  CT 

29  Oct 

P.  & J.  Dugan 

Razorbill  (2) 

Stratford,  CT 

29  Oct 

F.  Mantlik 

Razorbill 

Stratford,  CT 

30  Oct 

F.  Mantlik 
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The  Brookline  Bird  Club's  deepwater  pelagic  trip  enjoyed 
this  Red-billed  Tropicbird  26  August  2012  near  Oceanogra- 
pher Canyon,  Massachusetts.  Photograph  by  Tom  Jobmon. 


Tropicbird  was  also  photographed  at  Ocean- 
ographer Canyon  26  Aug  (ph.  MJI,  ph.  TJ, 
B.B.C.).  In  addition  to  this  unexpected  indi- 
vidual, the  Seal  Island  N.WR.,  Knox,  ME  Red- 
billed Tropicbird  returned  for  its  eighth  year 
and  stayed  until  at  least  4 Aug  (P  Moynahan, 
M.  Zimmerman,  S.  Motyl).  After  several  re- 
ports in  autumn  2011,  another  Brown  Booby 
graced  the  Regions  coastal  waters  this  season, 
as  one  landed  on  a fishing  boat  several  km 
off  Sakonnet  Point,  RI  11  Aug  and  remained 
through  the  rest  of  the  day  (ph.  1.  Parente).  A 
large  flight  of  13,700  Northern  Gannets  was 
recorded  at  Race  Point,  Provincetown,  MA 
just  prior  to  the  arrival  of  Hurricane  Sandy  28 
Oct  (BN).  It  was  a good  autumn  for  inland- 
straying  Great  Connorants  with  4 in  New 
Hampshire,  including  one  on  the  Saco  River 
in  Crawford  Notch,  Carroll  7-20  Sep  (ph.  K. 
Knath,  ph.  K.  Thorley,  et  al.),  a juv.  at  Keene, 
Cheshire  6-10  Oct  (ph.  M.  Moore  et  al),  and 
another  juv.  at  Spofford  Lake,  Cheshire  23  Nov 
(A,  Burnett  et  al).  Other  inland  strays  were 
at  Watertown-Winnemaug,  Litchfield,  CT  14 
Nov  (GH)  and  Windsor,  VT  17-29  Nov  (ph. 
SH,  m.ob.).  American  White  Pelican  appears 
to  be  transitioning  from  a rarity  to  a regular. 


if  scarce,  stray,  with  as  many  as  14  reported. 
Eleven  of  these  were  seen  after  29  Oct  in 
Maine  (1),  New  Hampshire  (3),  Massachusetts 
(2),  Connecticut  (4),  and  Rhode  Island  (1)  and 
may  have  been  displaced  from  wintering  areas 
by  Sandy.  Others  included  2 at  Plum  Island  1 1 
& 13  Oct  (T.  Wetmore  et  al),  one  at  Bruns- 
wick, Cumberland,  ME  14  Oct  (ph.  PV,  JP,  JB), 
and  another  over  Lighthouse  Point  17  Oct  (S. 
Satin).  All  but  one — at  South  Boston  5 Oct  (R, 
Donovan) — of  a record  24  Brown  Pelicans  ap- 
pear to  have  been  displaced  into  the  Region  by 
Sandy,  with  birds  reported  in  Connecticut  (5), 
Rhode  Island  (7),  and  Massachusetts  (11),  the 
last  accompanying  a white  pelican  at  Eastham, 
Barnstable  17-24  Nov  (W  Sprauve,  m.ob.). 

Eight  of  the  10  Least  Bitterns  reported  from 
early  Aug  through  11  Sep  were  found  in  e. 
Massachusetts,  with  singles  observed  in  Ver- 
mont and  Connecticut.  Little  Egrets  generally 
occur  m spring  and  early  summer,  with  only 
two  autumn  reports  in  New  England,  both  in 
Aug  1998.  This  total  doubled  in  2012  with  a 
relatively  expected  late  summer  record  18  Aug 
at  Scarborough  Marsh,  Cumberland,  ME  (ph. 
DH  et  al.)  and  an  unprecedented  late  season 
record  at  Barnstable,  MA  21  Nov-9  Dec  (ph. 
J.  Kricher,  ph.  E.  Hoopes,  m.ob.).  Tricolored 
Herons  continue  to  dwindle  outside  of  Con- 
necticut, with  only  3 of  16  reported  n.  and  e. 
of  the  Nutmeg  State.  A few  Yellow-crowned 
Night-Herons  ranged  northward  to  coastal 
Maine  and  New  Hampshire,  the  maximum 
in  Massachusetts  being  6 at  Eastham  3 Sep 
(D.  Clapp),  but  in  the  Regional  stronghold  of 
Connecticut,  the  high  count  was  30  at  Strat- 
ford, Fairfield  15  Oct  (K.  Van  Der  Aue).  More 
than  usual  White  Ibis  occurred  in  New  Eng- 
land, with  a juv.  at  Chatham,  Barnstable,  MA 
29  Aug  (ph.  D.  Manchester),  presumably  just 
one  other  young  bird  seen  at  several  locations 
along  Long  Island  Sound  in  Connecticut  from 
6 Sep  at  West  Haven  (J.  Oshlick)  to  the  East 
River  marshes  of  Madison  and  Guilford  29  Sep 
(S.  Robinson),  and  two  Nov  reports,  of  perhaps 
one  bird  presumably  displaced  by  Sandy,  on 
the  Narrow  River,  Narragansett,  Washington,  RI 
9-13  Nov  (ph.  N.  Anthes)  and  at  Allens  Pond, 
South  Dartmouth,  Bristol,  MA  14-15  Nov  (ph. 
PC).  A Glossy  Ibis  at  Allen  Brothers  Marsh, 
Rockingham,  Windham,  VT  30  Jul-7  Aug  was 
the  only  inland  stray  this  autumn  (DC,  m.ob.). 
As  White-faced  Ibis  increases  as  a spring  and 
early  summer  visitor  and  identification  of  non- 
breeding birds  improves,  autumn  records  are 
increasing  as  well;  one  was  at  Scarborough 
Marsh,  ME  26-27  Aug  (C.  Turnbull,  ph.  DH, 
D,  Garceau). 

VULTURES  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

Black  Vultures  in  n.  New  England  numbered 


5,  from  a bird  seen  with  an  impressive  180 
Turkey  Vultures  at  Epping,  Rockingham,  NH  18 
Sep  0-  O’Shaughnessy)  to  one  well  n.  in  the 
Champlain  Valley  at  Shelburne  Pond,  Chit- 
tenden, VT  13  Nov  (PW).  High  counts  from  s. 
New  England  demonstrate  the  species’  estab- 
lishment in  the  Region,  with  83  at  New  Mil- 
ford, Litchfield,  CT  10  Nov  (J.  Dugan).  With 
a small  breeding  population  in  the  Region, 
Mississippi  Kites  continue  to  be  reported:  this 
season,  singles  were  at  Chester,  Middlesex,  CT 
1 Sep  (A.  Landsman),  at  Phillipston,  Worces- 
ter, MA  5 Sep  0-  Williams),  and  near  a known 
nesting  area  at  Newmarket,  Rockingham,  NH  9 
Sep  (BG).  The  Broad-winged  Hawk  migration 
in  New  England  had  two  peaks,  1 1-12  Sep  and 
15-17  Sep,  with  a maximum  count  of  3500 
at  the  Greenwich  Audubon  Center,  Fairfield, 
CT  16  Sep  (NB,  S.  Beal).  The  only  Swainson’s 
Hawk  of  the  season  was  reported  from  Pack 
Monadnock,  NH  10  Sep  (H.  Walters).  Given 
the  somewhat  sparse  record  of  hybridization 
among  hawks  and  related  birds,  particularly 
in  the  genus  Buteo,  the  continuing  residency  of 
a Red-shouldered  x Red-tailed  Hawk  hybrid 
over  the  past  six  years  in  Westminster,  Wind- 
ham, VT  is  of  considerable  interest  (ph.  17 
Nov,  S.  Russo).  Forty-one  Golden  Eagles  were 
reported,  from  Vennont  (9),  New  Hampshire 
(14),  Maine  (3),  Massachusetts  (4),  Connecti- 
cut (10),  and  Rhode  Island  (1). 

Just  one  Purple  Gallinule  was  observed  this 
autumn,  at  Norfolk,  MA  7-13  Oct  Q-  Baur, 
m.ob.).  Common  Gallinules  continue  to  nest 
locally  in  w.  Vermont,  vrith  high  counts  of  7 
each  at  West  Haven,  Rutland  9 Aug  (W  Elli- 
son, N.  Martin)  and  Brandon,  Rutland  8 Sep 
(S.  Wetmore).  This  rail  is  scarce  elsewhere  in 
New  England;  one  was  in  New  Hampshire,  7 
in  Massachusetts,  and  3 each  in  Connecticut, 
Maine,  and  Rhode  Island.  Sandhill  Cranes  con- 
tinue to  increase,  with  an  unprecedented  high 
count  of  19  (including  5 juvs.)  at  Chartrand 
Dairy,  Somerset,  ME  16  Nov  (W  Sumner,  LB), 
families  reported  at  two  Champlain  Valley  loca- 
tions, Bristol,  Addison  through  31  Oct  (m.ob.) 
and  Fairfield,  Franklin  2 Aug  (D.  Allard,  C. 
Bill),  and  small  migrating  family  groups  of  3 at 
Lighthouse  Point,  CT  24  Aug  (early;  B.  Banks) 
and  4 at  Canaan,  Litchfield,  CT  25  Oct  (M.  Ken- 
nedy). 

Given  the  timing  of  the  beginning  of  the 
extraordinary  Northern  Lapwing  invasion 
of  2012,  one  wonders  if  birds  were  shifted 
westward  by  the  passage  of  Sandy  as  the  storm 
practically  spanned  the  North  Atlantic  Ocean. 
The  first  lapwings  appeared  30  Oct  at  outer 
coastal  locations  at  First  Encounter  Beach, 
Eastham,  MA  (MaF  et  al.)  and  Nantucket  (2 
birds;  VL,  m.ob.),  the  latter  birds  overwin- 
tering. Subsequent  lapwings  included  one  at 
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Berwick,  York,  ME  3 Nov  (A.  Aldrich,  ph.  K. 
Janes)  and  2 within  a few  km  of  each  other  at 
Cumberland  Farms  11-13  Nov  0-  Carlisle  et 
al.)  and  Bridgewater,  Plymouth  12  Nov-31  Dec 
(K.  Ryan,  m.ob.).  American  Avocets  continued 
a three-year  run  of  above-average  numbers:  9 
were  observed  at  coastal  localities,  including 
singles  at  Truro,  Barnstable,  MA  13-19  Aug  (ph, 
E.  Hoopes  et  al),  Biddeford  Pool,  York,  ME  17 
Aug  0-  Fecteau),  Steuben,  Washington,  ME  26- 
29  Aug  (R.  Hildreth,  ph.  LB),  Rye,  Rockingham, 
NH  30  Aug  (LK,  ph.  JL),  Duxbury,  Plymouth, 
MA  2 Sep  (RB),  presumably  the  same  bird  at 
Plymouth,  MA  7-12  Sep  (ph.  G,  Harriman), 
Stratford,  Fairfield,  CT  3-9  Sep  (D.  Caporaso), 
and  2 at  Briggs  Marsh,  Little  Compton,  New- 
port, RI  1-7  Oct  (B.  Gearheart,  J.  St.  Jean,  R. 
Emerson).  It  was  indeed  a remarkable  autumn 
for  rare  shorebirds  and  the  rarest  of  them  was 
the  amazing  Gray-tailed  Tattler  found  during 
the  seemingly  star-crossed  Nantucket  Bird- 
ing  Festival;  the  tattler,  just  the  fourth  for  the 
coterminous  United  States  and  the  first  for  e. 
North  America,  was  well  photographed  18- 
20  Oct  (ph.  JT,  S.  Perkins,  P Alden).  A juv. 
Western  Willet  made  a rare  appearance  at 
Colchester  and  Shelburne,  Chittenden,  VT  29 
Aug-8  Sep  (ph.  LC,  JM,  F Pratt,  m.ob.).  Also 
among  the  array  of  extraordinary  shorebirds 
was  Rhode  Island’s  and  New  England’s  first, 
and  the  Lower  48’s  seventh.  Wood  Sandpiper, 
found  at  Marsh  Meadows  Nature  Preserve, 
Jamestown,  Newport  13  Oct  by  Carlos  Pedro 
and  seen  and  documented  by  many  until  30 
Oct  (m.ob.).  Upland  Sandpiper  continues  its 
downward  trend  in  New  England,  with  per- 
haps as  few  as  5 total  reported  in  2012,  all  in 
August.  Three  reports  of  Whimbrels  from  "Ver- 
mont’s Champlain  Valley  was  a tad  above  aver- 
age, with  singles  at  Missisquoi  N.WR.,  Franklin 
11  Aug  Q.  Filiberti),  Delta  Park  17  Aug  (PW), 
and  Charlotte  Town  Beach,  Chittenden  8 Sep 
(LC,  J.  Osborn  et  al.).  Coastal  high  counts 
of  Hudsonian  Godwit  continue  to  fall,  with 
a maximum  of  just  47  at  South  Beach  6 Aug 
(EO  et  al);  Vermont  had  three  reports  of  single 
birds  beginning  29  Aug  at  Missisquoi  N.WR. 
(M.  Kim);  and  the  last  recorded  was  unusual 
in  the  Connecticut  River  valley  at  Brattleboro, 
Windham  10  Oct  (ph.  D.  Johnston).  A Bar- 
tailed Godwit  graced  the  “elbow”  of  Cape  Cod 
at  South  Beach  21  Jun-15  Sep  (BN,  m.ob.). 
Marbled  Godwit  numbers  were  at  the  average 
for  the  past  four  autumns,  with  28  total  report- 
ed on  the  coast  from  Maine  to  Connecticut,  in- 
cluding high  counts  of  5 each  at  South  Beach 
4 Aug  (C.  Turnbull)  and  Hampton  Harbor, 
Rockingham,  NH  5 Sep  (ph.  LM,  SMi  et  al).  A 
count  of  24  Sanderlings  at  Delta  Park  28  Aug 
was  very  good  for  Lake  Champlain  QM,  TGM). 
An  ad.  Little  Stint  at  South  Beach  1-8  Sep  (ph. 


BN,  m.ob.)  was  yet  another  excellent  shore- 
bird  find  for  2012.  A Least  Sandpiper  at  Perry 
Pond,  Charlestown,  Washington,  RI  29  Nov 
(DF)  was  exceptionally  tardy.  Of  interest  is  the 
continued  almost  regular  appearance  of  White- 
rumped  Sandpiper  x Dunlin  hybrids,  with  one 
at  Plum  Island  26  Aug  (ph.  S.  Arena).  The  total 
of  31  Baird’s  Sandpipers  was  below  average  for 
the  past  decade;  the  best  counts  were  inland, 
with  4 at  Fryeburg,  Oxford,  ME  31  Aug-2  Sep 
(B.  Crowley,  J,  Scott)  and  5 at  Delta  Park  1 Sep 
(TGM,  C.  Provost).  The  season’s  lone  Curlew 
Sandpiper  was  at  various  locations  in  Cha- 
tham, MA  24  Aug-14  Sep  (EO,  MaF,  D.  Ber- 
nstein, m.ob.).  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  were 
at  close  to  the  recent  15-year  average  of  48/ 
year  at  44  this  season,  with  high  counts  of  5 on 
Plum  Island  2-3  Sep  (S.  Sullivan,  RH  et  al.)  and 
4 each  at  Berwick,  Washington,  RI  1-7  Sep  (R. 
Dewire  et  al.)  and  Rocky  Hill  Meadows,  Hart- 
ford, CT  9 Sep  (R  Comins  et  al).  The  only  Ruff 
was  at  Barrington  Beach,  Bristol,  RI  23-27  Oct 
(B.  Shamagochian).  Wilson’s  Phalarope  num- 
bers have  been  drifting  downwards  over  the 
past  30  years,  with  averages  of  ll/year  from 
1985-1994,  10/year  from  1995-2004,  and  6/ 
year  from  2005  to  the  current  autumn  season, 
when  just  5 were  reported,  3 in  Maine  25  Aug- 
18  Sep  and  2 in  Massachusetts,  with  a notably 
late  juv.  at  Plum  Island  16-20  Oct  (RH  et  al). 
Inland  Red  Phalaropes  appear  to  have  been  re- 
lated to  the  passage  of  Sandy:  one  at  Charlotte, 
Chittenden,  VT  31  Oct  QM,  TGM,  L.  Haugh), 
a dead  one  at  South  Hadley,  Hampshire,  MA 
1 Nov  (N.  Chamey),  and  one  at  Colchester 
Point,  Chittenden,  VT  3 Nov  (B.  Heitzman). 

GULLS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

A total  of  8 Sabine’s  Gulls  was  close  to  the  long- 
term average  for  New  England  in  autumn; 
the  first  was  on  Stellwagen  Bank  9 Aug  (BN), 
followed  by  2 ads.  there  23  Aug  and  one  25 
Aug  (TJ,  S.  Jay  Frontierro,  D.  Clapp),  an  ad. 
on  Jeffrey’s  Ledge  31  Aug  (ph.  E.  Raynor,  H. 
Tetreault),  one  seen  ashore  for  only  the  third 
time  (out  of  15  total  records)  in  Rhode  Island 
at  Napatree  Point,  Washington  6 Sep  (ph.  DF,  S. 
Talbot),  one  on  Lake  Champlain  at  Grand  Isle, 
VT  23  Sep  (DJH),  finally  and  a late  juv.  at  First 
Encounter  Beach,  Eastham,  MA  9 Nov  (ph.  JT, 
BN,  m.ob.).  Fifteen  Black-headed  Gulls  was 
average  for  recent  years;  they  were  reported 
from  five  states,  with  9 in  Massachusetts,  and 
most  were  on  the  coast  save  2 at  Grand  Isle,  VT 
23  Sep  and  16-17  Oct  (DJH)  and  one  on  North 
Farm  Reservoir,  Wallingford,  New  Haven,  CT 
1 Nov  (K.  Mueller).  Little  Gull  numbers  have 
gone  down  over  the  past  three  years  from  an 
average  of  31/year  2000-2009  to  just  16/year 
since  2010;  15  this  autumn  included  9 in  Ver- 
mont, 2 in  Maine,  and  4 in  Massachusetts.  A 


hybrid  gull  found  at  Sachuest  Point,  Middle- 
town,  Newport,  RI  16  Aug  appears  to  be  a 
Laughing  x Ring-billed  (ph.  R.  Larsen).  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls  were  found  in  all  six  New 
England  states,  with  the  majority  on  the  coast 
and  the  majority  of  those  in  Massachusetts; 
the  farthest  inland  was  an  ad.  at  Charlotte,  VT 
2-22  Oct  (TGM,  m.ob.).  The  Brookline’  Bird 
Club  trip  recorded  a single  Bridled  Tern  25 
Aug  near  Oceanographer  Canyon  (ph.  MJI,  ph. 
TJ,  JT,  m.ob.).  Although  still  very  scarce.  Gull- 
billed Terns  have  occurred  more  frequently  of 
late,  with  records  in  four  of  the  past  six  years; 
this  season,  there  was  a single  juv.  at  Cove  Is- 
land, Stamford,  CT  4 Sep  (P.  Dugan).  Caspian 
Terns  continue  to  increase  on  Lake  Champlain, 
with  a new  maximum  count  of  45  at  Delta  Park 
6 Aug  (D.  Rankin).  About  80  migrant  Caspian 
Terns  were  found  in  the  remaining  five  states, 
all  on  the  coast,  the  high  count  of  12  coming 
from  Plum  Island  12  Sep  (MaF)  and  the  last 
bird  a single  at  Provincetown,  MA  27  Oct  (BN). 
Remarkably,  none  were  reported  after  Sandy. 
Late  terns  displaced  by  Sandy  included  a Com- 
mon Tern  in  the  upper  Connecticut  River  val- 
ley at  Springfield,  Windsor,  VT  30-31  Oct  (D. 
Hardy  et  al.)  and  an  Arctic  Tern  at  First  En- 
counter Beach,  Eastham,  MA  30  Oct  QT  et  al). 
Good  numbers  of  Forster’s  Terns  pushed  north- 
ward to  Maine  with  a maximum  of  12  at  Bid- 
deford, York  26  Oct  (D.  Doubleday)  and  after 
Sandy  150  were  counted  at  Old  Saybrook,  CT 
30  Oct  (NB,  E Gallo,  et  al).  Two  Royal  Terns 
got  as  far  n.  as  West  Bath,  Sagadahoc,  ME  1 Aug 
(MiF);  at  least  6 were  found  in  Massachusetts, 
with  a high  count  of  3 at  Plum  Island  10  Oct 
(D.  Larson  et  al.)  and  the  last  one  at  West- 
port,  Bristol,  MA  30  Oct  post-Sandy  (PC).  Two 
were  found  in  Aug  in  Rhode  Island,  whereas 
all  those  found  in  Connecticut  were  during 
or  after  Sandy,  with  a maximum  of  5 at  Old 
Saybrook  30  Oct  (NB,  FG  et  al.)  and  2 linger- 
ing well  into  Nov,  the  last  at  Hammonasset  17 


Red  Phalaropes  were  among  the  marine  birds  pushed  into 
Long  Island  Sound  by  Hurricane  Sandy.  This  was  one  of  34 
seen  at  Cornfield  Point,  Old  Saybrook,  Middlesex  County, 
Connecticut  on  30  October  2012.  Photograph  by  Frank  Gallo. 
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Remarkably,  two  male  Mountain  Bluebirds  were  found  in  New 
England  in  November  2012.  This  bird  was  present  at  Jamestown, 
Newport  County,  Rhode  Island  2-22  (here  10)  November  and 

enjoyed  by  many  observers.  Photograph  by  Chris  Powell. 

Nov  (T.  Antanaitis).  The  only  Sandwich  Tern 
for  autumn  2012  was  found  at  Short  Beach, 
Stratford,  Fairfield,  CT  26  Aug  (C.  Barnard). 
Black  Skimmers  occurred  n.  to  Pine  Point, 
Scarborough,  Cumberland,  ME,  with  5 on  26 
Sep  (R.  Lambert,  E Mitchell)  and  a single  bird 
lingering  until  15  Oct  Q-  Stevens).  The  latest 
skimmers  of  the  autumn  occurred  after  Sandy 
in  Long  island  Sound,  where  3 were  found 
in  coastal  Connecticut,  the  last  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Oyster  River,  West  Haven,  New  Haven 
1 Nov  (C.  Loscalzo).  Single  Great  Skuas  were 
seen  on  N.O.A.A.  surveys  in  the  Gulf  of  Maine 
off  Maine  21  Aug,  7 Oct,  and  10  Oct  (TJ,  DVP), 
and  at  least  7 were  seen  on  a N.O.A.A.  survey 
off  Massachusetts  at  Georges  Bank  16-17  Sep 
(TJ).  South  Polar  Skuas  included  one  4 km  se. 
of  Monhegan  6 Aug  (DL);  5 were  noted  on  a 
Georges  Bank  N.O.A.A.  survey  18  Aug  (TJ), 
with  10  there  16-17  Sep  (TJ);  and  one  was  53 
km  e.-se.  of  Matinicus  Rock  7 Oct  (TJ,  DVP). 
Lake  Champlain  jaegers,  including  unidentified 
birds,  numbered  15:  those  identified  included 
a juv.  Pomarine  21  Oct  at  Charlotte  (TGM);  5 
Parasitics  5 Sep-30  Oct,  all  at  Charlotte  save 
one  at  Grand  Isle  8 Oct  (TGM,  J.  Osborn; 
DJH);  and  an  ad.  Long-tailed  off  Grand  Isle  1 
Oct  (DJH).  Coastal  Long-tailed  Jaegers  totaled 
11,  all  from  Massachusetts  3 Aug-7  Oct,  the 
last  being  a dark-morph  juv.  seen  from  shore 
at  Provincetown  (ph.  BN).  Jaegers  driven  into 
Long  Island  Sound  by  Sandy  were  Pomarines  at 
Stamford  30  Oct  (J.  Dugan)  and  Bridgeport  31 
Oct,  surely  a Halloween  apparition  over  Inter- 
state 95  (TJ),  and  a Parasitic  at  Old  Saybrook 
30  Oct  (A.  Griswold  et  al.).  The  best  Dovekie 
flight  in  decades  took  place  in  the  Bay  State  7-8 
Nov,  with  1400  at  Race  Point,  Provincetown 
(BN)  and  3470  at  Andrews  Point,  Gloucester, 
Essex  (RH  et  al.)  on  the  former  date  and  2625 
at  First  Encounter  Beach,  Eastham  (BN)  on  the 
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latter.  Razorbill  numbers  built  up  through  Nov 
in  Massachusetts,  with  the  top  count  of  630 
recorded  under  surprisingly  mild  conditions 
(although  with  a northeasterly  breeze)  at  Race 
Point  22  Nov  (BN). 

DOVES  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Single  White-winged  Doves  were  photo- 
graphed at  Westport,  Bristol,  MA  23  Aug  (MJI) 
and  at  a feeder  in  Winterport,  Waldo,  ME  2-6 
Nov  (ph.,  tj.  Wyatt  et  al.).  In  contrast  to  last 
autumn’s  influx,  no  Snowy  Owls  were  reported 
by  season’s  end  in  New  England.  A Northern 
Hawk  Owl  spent  21-23  Nov  hunting  along 
a roadside  in  Fryeburg,  Oxford,  ME  (ph.  B. 
Crowley,  m.ob.);  another  found  stunned  on 
a highway  shoulder  at  Topsham,  Sagadahoc, 
ME  29  Nov  (ph.  B.  Cole)  recovered  enough 
to  fly  away.  Barred  Owls  dispersed  southward, 
evidenced  by  a report  of  3 at  the  Boston  Pub- 
lic Gardens  18  Nov  (D.  Anderson  et  al.)  and 
numerous  sightings  in  coastal  or  urban  areas 
where  they  do  not  breed  in  Rhode  Island,  in- 
cluding Napatree  Point,  Washington;  a record 
total  of  12  Barred  Owls  were  found  dead  or 
injured  in  the  Ocean  State.  The  reclusive  Long- 
eared Owl  was  reported  a remarkable  seven 
times,  including  2 each  caught  by  banders  in 
Addison,  VT  and  Plymouth,  MA.  Most  of  about 
15  Short-eared  Owl  sightings  were  in  the  ex- 
pected Champlain  Valley  and  coastal  locations, 
the  exception  being  an  emaciated  individual 
found  at  Perham,  Aroostook,  ME  9 Oct  that 
later  died  (fide  ph.  BS).  An  intensive  search  at 
Hammonasset  13  Oct  located  an  impressive  15 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  (M.  Barriger).  Ob- 
servers intercepted  peak  Common  Nighthawk 
flights  of  641  at  Westminster  Station,  Wind- 
ham, VT  22  Aug  (DC  et  al.)  and  1026  at  Pow- 
dermill  Pond,  Hillsborough,  NH  3 Sep  (D.  & L. 
Stokes).  Tardy  migrants  were  observed  at  Pros- 
pect Harbor  Point,  Hancock,  ME  13  Oct  (ph. 
C.  Hill)  and  Jamaica  Plain,  Suffolk  and  Cam- 
bridge, Middlesex,  MA  16  Oct  (R.  Schain;  JT). 
Reports  of  Chuck-will’s-widow,  which  now  ap- 
parently nests  on  Cape  Cod,  came  from  Truro 
and  Orleans  through  mid- August. 

An  outstanding  tally  of  600  Chimney  Swifts 
was  made  over  Waterbury,  New  Haven,  CT  20 
Aug  (GH).  Continued  scrutiny  of  late-season 
hummingbirds  turned  up  a single  female/imm. 
Ruby-throated  at  North  Falmouth,  Barnstable, 
MA  31  Oct+  (1.  Nisbet).  A grand  total  of  at  least 
31  Selasphorus  hummingbirds  was  reported  in 
the  Region  beginning  in  mid-August.  Most  re- 
markable were  2 Allen’s  Hummingbirds  in  the 
Bay  State:  a male  banded  at  Great  Barrington, 
Berkshire  that  remained  25  Oct-19  Nov  (ph. 
G.  Ward,  A.  Hill)  and  another  male  photo- 
graphed at  Vineyard  Haven,  Dukes  29  Nov  (S. 
Stephens).  Rufous  Hummingbirds  were  dis- 


tributed across  Massachusetts  (7),  Connecticut 
(3),  Maine  (2),  and  and  Rhode  Island  (2).  The 
15  unidentified  Selasphorus  were  mostly  in  s. 
New  England,  with  the  exception  being  one 
at  Monkton,  Addison,  VT  21-29  Oct  (tJ.  Lind- 
holm).  Of  the  Regional  total  of  15  Red-headed 
Woodpeckers,  8 were  in  Massachusetts;  only  3 
were  reported  for  more  than  a single  day  at  any 
location,  attesting  to  the  nomadic  tendencies 
of  the  species.  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  migra- 
tion was  at  peak  on  Monhegan  8 Oct,  when  65 
were  counted  QT  et  al.).  The  largest  flights  of 
Northern  Flickers  noted  this  season  were  100 
at  Block  Island  16  Sep  (D.  Finizia)  and  130  at 
Bluff  Point  13  Oct  (CE,  GW). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WRENS 

Testing  the  limits  of  late-season  nesting,  a pair 
of  Eastern  Wood-Pewees  was  observed  feed- 
ing a juv.  at  Essex,  Chittenden,  VT  24  Sep  (N. 
Kotovich).  A late  wood-pewee  on  Nantucket  4 
Nov  gave  repeated  calls  confirming  its  identity 
as  an  Eastern  (VL,  TP).  Photographs  circulated 
of  a 3 Nov  Empidonax  flycatcher  from  Tiverton, 
Newport,  RI  (P  O’Neill)  led  to  much  discussion 
but  no  conclusion  on  whether  it  was  a western 
species  or  a Least  Flycatcher.  New  Hampshire’s 
first  Say’s  Phoebe  was  a cooperative  bird  near 
the  water  treatment  plant  at  Penacook,  Merri- 
mack 17-23  Nov  (C.  Borg,  m.ob.);  the  Regional 
first  of  the  season  was  photographed  at  Plum 
Island  4-5  Oct  (E.  Labato  et  al.),  and  one  at 
Shelton,  Fairfield,  CT  12  Oct  (A.  Zemba)  awaits 
acceptance  as  the  Nutmeg  State’s  second,  the 
first  being  a specimen  collected  over  100  years 
ago.  Two  Ash-throated  Flycatchers  were  en- 
countered, the  first  at  Squantum,  Norfolk,  MA 
3-5  Nov  (M.  McWade,  m.ob.),  the  other  at 
Lighthouse  Point  12  Nov  (GH  et  al.).  About  17 
Western  Kingbirds  were  tallied  between  24  Sep 
and  the  end  of  the  season,  all  along  the  coast 
from  Monhegan  to  Westport,  Fairfax,  CT.  The 
highest  count  at  one  time  was  3 at  Eastham, 
MA  26  Oct-Nov  (C.  Goodrich  et  al.).  An  East- 
ern Kingbird  at  Greenwich  Audubon  Center, 
Fairfield,  CT  13  Oct  (P  Wolter)  was  two  weeks 
later  than  any  others  reported  in  the  Region  this 
season.  A Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  appeared  at 
Wellfleet  Bay  WS.,  Barnstable,  MA  6 Nov  (ph. 
J.  Shine).  The  first  Loggerhead  Shrike  reported 
in  these  pages  since  2006  was  photographed  at 
Chatham  6 Sep  (D.  Manchester  et  al.).  North- 
ern Shrikes  staged  their  greatest  irruption  since 
the  banner  season  of  2007,  with  at  least  89  re- 
ported; the  first  was  reported  at  Plymouth,  MA 
18  Oct  (MaF),  but  only  3 reached  Connecticut, 
and  none  were  found  in  Rhode  Island.  About  9 
White-eyed  Vireos  were  reported  from  coastal 
Maine  7 Aug-24  Nov,  the  last  one  at  Kettle 
Cove,  Cumberland,  ME  (L.  Seitz,  S.  Walsh).  A 
Bell’s  Vireo  was  photographed  on  Monhegan 
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r A After  a hiatus  last  year,  favorable  conditions  once  again  brought  large  numbers  of 
3 #1  Cave  Swallov\/s  to  the  New  England  coast.  The  first  few  were  sighted  30  Oct-1  Nov 
in  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and  Connecticut,  and  much  larger  influxes  came  12-16 
and  24-25  Nov.  The  latter  flight  brought  an  estimated  12-16  to  New  Hampshire  and  2-3  to 
Cumberland,  ME,  while  one  of  2 in  Maine  on  14  Nov  reached  Machiasport,  Washington  (C. 
Bartlett).  As  in  past  flight  years,  the  total  number  of  swallows  present  through  the  season  is 
difficult  to  determine,  but  a conservative  estimate  would  be  250-I-.  The  highest  counts  were 
reported  from  Allen's  Pond,  South  Dartmouth,  MA,  with  55  on  14  Nov  (PC)  and  Lighthouse 
Point,  with  a maximum  flock  of  25  on  16  Nov  (J.  Zipp);  small  numbers  were  seen  at  many 
locations  along  the  coast  from  Connecticut  to  New  Hampshire.  A single  moribund  bird  was 
found  about  65  km  inland  at  Worcester,  Worcester,  MA  16  Nov  and  later  transferred  to  Har- 
vard University's  Museum  of  Comparative  Zoology  (*). 


5-6  Oct  (D.  Hitchcox  et  al),  another  was  at 
Green  Point  W.M.A.,  Georgetown,  Sagadahoc, 
ME  8-9  Oct  (ph.  MiF,  tLB,  et  al),  and  a third 
was  at  Gay  Head,  MA  23  Oct  (ph.  L.  McDow- 
ell). A 28  Sep  visit  to  Sears  Island,  Waldo,  ME 
produced  25  Blue-headed  Vireos  (LB),  while  2 
tardy  individuals  were  found  at  Portland,  ME 
16  Nov  (DL)  and  one  was  at  East  Shore  Park, 
New  Haven,  CT  25  Nov  (J.  Oshlick).  The  lat- 
est Regional  Red-eyed  Vireo  was  on  Cuttyhunk 
Island,  Dukes,  MA  24  Nov  (ID). 

Fish  Crows  continue  to  fare  well  in  the  Re- 
gion, evidenced  by  counts  of  11  at  Concord, 
NH  24  Aug  (R.  Woodward)  and  120  at  the 
Boston  Nature  Center  27  Oct  (E  Peterson). 
Unusually  large  flocks  of  Homed  Larks  were 
sighted  across  the  Region  in  Nov,  including  up 
to  1000  at  the  Nashua,  Hillsborough,  NH  air- 
port (C.  Sheridan,  D.  & D.  Fortnam).  Marshes 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Connecticut  River  be- 
tween Old  Lyme  and  Essex,  well  known  for 
hosting  hordes  of  Tree  Swallows,  also  shelter 
good  numbers  of  Purple  Martins  early  in  the 
staging  period,  the  high  count  this  season  be- 
ing 1500  on  2 Aug  (H.  Golet,  T.  Hendrickson). 
The  maximum  Tree  Swallow  count  reached  an 
estimated  500,000  on  30  Sep  (E  Gallo).  Once 
again,  a few  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows 
stayed  late,  with  one  at  Sakonnet  Point,  New- 
port, RI  17  Nov  (ph.  R.  Emerson)  and  up  to 
4 at  East  Shore  Park’s  water  treatment  plant. 
New  Haven,  CT  21  Nov+  (m.ob.).  An  imm. 
Cliff  Swallow  was  identifiably  photographed  al 
Grand  Isle,  VT  1 Nov  (DJH). 

The  estimated  maximum  count  of  Barn 
Swallows  at  the  Old  Lyme  roost  was  15,000 
on  5 Aug  (GH,  FM  et  al),  and  a few  partici- 
pated in  the  late  season  flights,  with  one  at  East 
Shore  Park,  New  Haven  22  Nov  (P.  Wolter)  and 
2 at  Mashpee,  Barnstable,  MA  24  Nov  (M.  & 
A.  Keleher).  There  was  a sizable  coastal  flight 
of  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  in  mid-Sep,  repre- 
sented by  counts  of  500  at  Block  Island  16  Sep 
(D.  Finizia)  and  300  on  Monhegan  19  Sep  (PV 
et  al);  high  numbers  continued  to  be  encoun- 
tered inland  later,  including  106  at  Quabbin 


10  Nov  (T.  Pirro).  Carolina  Wrens  have  found 
New  England’s  offshore  islands  to  their  lik- 
ing, with  high  counts  of  8 on  Monhegan,  38 
on  Cuttyhunk,  MA,  and  an  impressive  93  on 
Block  Island. 

WHEATEAR  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

A Northern  Wheatear  at  Andover,  Essex,  MA 

11  Sep  (B.  Muldoon)  did  not  stay,  but  others 
lingered  at  Block  Island  30  Sep-5  Oct  (S.  Tal- 
bot, D.  Finizia),  at  Kennebunk,  York,  ME  8-11 
Oct  (K.  Janes,  m.ob.),  and  at  Orleans,  MA  11- 
18  Oct  (D.  Reynolds  et  al).  Observers  at  Light- 
house Point  tallied  276  Eastern  Bluebirds  3 
Nov  (F  Gallo,  NB  et  al).  A Mountain  Bluebird 
was  photographed  at  Gloucester,  MA  11-14 
Nov  QB  et  al),  and  another  settled  in  at  a Fort 
Getty  campground  in  Jamestown,  Newport,  RI 
2-22  Nov  to  the  delight  of  many  observers  (M. 
Lindsay,  m.ob.).  Banders  at  South  Monomoy 
found  a Townsend’s  Solitaire  in  their  nets  5 
Oct  (ph.  J.  Junda);  another  was  found  not  far 
away  at  Traro  20-21  Oct  (P.  Brown  et  al).  Ver- 
mont’s second  solitaire  was  observed  feeding 
on  winterberry  at  Missisquoi  N.W.R.,  Swanton, 
Franklin  6 Nov  (ph.,  tK.  Pollander).  Fourteen 
Bicknell’s  Thrushes,  part  of  Vermont’s  larg- 
est breeding  population,  remained  on  Mount 
Mansfield,  Chittenden/Lamoille  22  Sep  (C.  Rim- 
mer).  Analysis  of  nocturnal  flight  calls  record- 
ed over  Norwalk,  Fairfield,  CT  5 Oct  yielded 
one  Bicknell’s,  10  Gray-cheeked,  and  120 
Swainson’s  Thmshes  (NB).  Several  Swainson’s 
Thrushes  lingered  late,  with  one  on  Nantucket 
3 Nov  (TP,  VL),  2 on  the  annual  Maine  Rar- 
ity Roundup  at  Ogunquit  and  Portland  4 Nov 
(G.  Smith,  DL  et  al),  and  a record-late  bird 
vHth  an  injured  leg  at  South  Hamilton,  Essex, 
MA  18  62:  20  Nov  (ph.  D.  Walters).  A single 
Varied  Thrush  made  an  appearance  on  Cutty- 
hunk, MA  23  Nov  (ID).  It  was  a good  year  for 
American  Pipits,  with  many  triple-digit  counts 
recorded,  the  highest  being  540  at  Somers, 
Tolland,  CT  16  Nov  (FM).  Bohemian  WaxvHngs 
staged  a modest  flight,  the  first  flock  of  30  was 
at  Washburn,  Aroostook,  ME  20  Oct  (BS);  they 


arrived  over  the  next  few  days  as  far  s.  as  Cape 
Cod,  and  numbers  quickly  grew.  The  largest 
flock  was  of  250  at  Middlebury,  Addison,  VT 
12  Nov  (R.  Payne,  C.  Ramsayer).  Good  num- 
bers of  Snow  Buntings  joined  the  large  flocks 
of  larks  and  pipits  in  fields  in  Nov,  with  1000 
at  Boire  Field  airport  in  Nashua,  Hillsborough, 
NH  1 1 Nov  (C.  Sheridan  et  al.)  the  largest  flock 
reported.  Many  observers  are  now  confirming 
their  estimates  of  these  flocks  through  photo- 
graphic documentation. 

Four  of  the  5 Golden-winged  Warblers  in 
the  Region  were  encountered  in  Aug,  the  lone 
exception  being  one  on  Monhegan  23-26  Sep 
(DH,  P.  Miliotis,  m.ob.).  Coastal  migration 
watchers  continue  to  compile  impressive  war- 
bler totals;  observers  at  Cousin’s  Island,  ME 
recorded  seasonal  high  counts  of  31  Black- 
and-white  Warblers,  199  American  Redstarts, 
and  234  Northern  Parulas  29  Aug,  243  Black- 
polls  16  Sep,  and  71  Black-throated  Greens 
17  Sep  (DL  et  al).  At  Bluff  Point,  the  16  Sep 
flight  included  an  estimated  400  redstarts,  200 
Black-throated  Greens,  and  100  Blackpolls 
among  about  5000  warblers  of  26  species  (DP, 
NB  et  al);  other  good  flights  there  were  noted 
on  24  Sep,  7 Oct,  and  13  Oct;  the  latter  date 
saw  650  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  tallied  (GW, 
CE).  High  warbler  counts  elsewhere  included 
300  Palms  on  Monhegan  4 Oct  (DH),  123 
Pines  at  the  Ware  River  Important  Bird  Area, 
Worcester,  MA  21  Sep  (M.  Lynch  et  al),  557 
Yellow-rumpeds  at  Cuttyhunk  7 Oct  (ID),  and 
706  Yellow-rumpeds  at  Seabrook,  NH  21  Oct 
(S&JMi).  Among  the  scarcer  species,  15  Ten- 
nessee Warblers  at  Freedom,  Carroll,  NH  25 
Aug  (G.  & A.  Robbins)  represented  an  encour- 
aging high  count  for  this  species,  which  seems 
to  be  increasing  although  still  a long  way  from 
its  peak  populations  in  the  1980s  and  early 
1990s.  Record  Regional  totals  of  about  132 


One  of  three  in  New  England  in  2012,  this  Le  Conte's 

Sparrow,  was  found  on  Monhegan  Island,  Maine  on  7 
October.  Photograph  by  Derek  Lovitch. 
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Orange-crowned  and  62  Connecticut  Warblers 
may  reflect  increased  abundance,  changing  mi- 
gration patterns,  or  increased  observer  experi- 
ence with  these  species.  Seasonal  high  counts 
of  3 Orange-crowned  Warblers  came  from 
Hammonasset  8 Oct  (J.  Tirado)  and  Sudbury, 
Middlesex,  MA  22  Oct  Q-  Malone),  while  those 
for  Connecticut  Warbler  were  7 at  Framing- 
ham, Middlesex,  MA  16  Sep  0.  Hoye  et  al.)  and 

5 at  Cumberland  Farms  23  Sep  0.  Sweeney 
et  al).  There  seemed  to  be  fewer  “southern” 
warblers  in  the  Region  this  autumn;  a single 
Worm-eating  Warbler  was  at  Paxton,  Worcester, 
MA  13  Sep  (R.  Jenkins);  Prothonotary  Warblers 
were  at  Chatham,  MA  4 Aug  (E  Atwood),  Oaw- 
catuck.  New  London,  CT  10  Aug  (B.  Dewire), 
and  Bluff  Point  16  Sep  (DP);  a Hooded  Warbler 
was  on  Monhegan  24  Sep  (S.  Barnes,  DL  et  al.) 
and  5 others  in  Massachusetts  13  Sep-5  Oct; 
and  Yellow-throated  Warblers  were  on  Block 
Island  22  Sep  (D.  Wilson)  and  at  Scarborough 
State  Beach,  Narragansett,  Washington,  RI  1,  2, 

6 11  Nov  0.  Scranton).  Yellow-breasted  Chats 
were  found  in  elevated  numbers  but  not  the 
lOO-r  of  201 1.  Maxima  of  3 came  from  Monhe- 
gan 7 Oct  0T,  m.ob.)  and  Rockport,  MA  8 Oct 
(B.  Harris  et  al),  and  2 landed  on  a N.O.A.A. 
survey  vessel  50-100  km  offshore  in  the  Gulf  of 
Maine  5 & 7 Oct  (TJ,  ph.  DVP).  As  usual,  there 
were  some  notably  tardy  individuals  among  the 
warblers,  including  Northern  Waterthrush  on 
Cuttyhunk  25  Nov  (ID),  Nashville  Warbler  at 
Dorchester,  Suffolk,  MA  24  Nov  (R.  Donovan), 
Cape  May  Warbler  on  Nantucket  20  Nov  (TP), 
Bay-breasted  Warbler  at  Westport,  MA  1 Nov 
(MJI),  Chestnut-sided  Warbler  on  Monhegan 
24  Oct  0.  Pierson),  Black-throated  Blue  War- 
bler at  Osbomedale  S.P.,  Derby,  New  Haven,  CT 
17  Nov  (K  Estate),  Canada  Warbler  on  Mon- 
hegan 5 Oct  (W  Nichols),  and  Wilson’s  War- 
bler at  Portland,  ME  18  Nov  (LB).  The  Region’s 
now  well-known  Nov  warbler  hot  spot.  East 


Shore  Park,  New  Haven,  CT,  sheltered  a Black- 
throated  Green  Warbler  23  Nov  (M.  Szantyr,  E 
Wolter  et  al.)  and  an  impressive  collection  that 
included  Black-and-white,  Blackpoll,  and  Prai- 
rie Warblers  and  Yellow-breasted  Chat  30  Nov 
(C.  Loscalzo,  B.  Devine  et  al.).  The  first  west- 
ern vagrant  of  the  season  was  a Black-throated 
Gray  Warbler  banded  on  South  Monomoy  6 
Oct  (ph.  J.  Junda);  single  Audubon’s  Warblers 
were  found  at  Long  Beach,  Stratford,  Fairfield, 
CT  1 1 Nov  (C.  Barnard  et  al.).  Silver  Sands  S.P., 
Milford,  CT  12-13  Nov  0.  Oshlick  et  al).  East 
Shore  Park  17-23  Nov  (m.ob.),  Cuttyhunk  25 
Nov  (ID),  and  Boston  Public  Gardens  29  Nov- 
6 Dec  (T.  Spahr,  m.ob.);  and  a Townsend’s 
Warbler  was  at  Winterport,  Waldo,  ME  28-30 
Nov-h  0.  Wyatt,  m.ob.). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

American  Tree  Sparrows  arrived  earlier  and  in 
better  numbers  than  in  the  past  several  years. 
The  first  was  found  at  Plum  Island  1 1 Oct  (R 
& E Vale),  and  the  Regional  maximum  was  100 
at  Dorchester,  Suffolk,  MA  17  Nov  (R.  Dono- 
van et  al).  Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  present 
in  record  numbers  beginning  3 1 Aug;  at  least 
190  were  distributed  across  the  Region  from 
inland  records  in  Vermont’s  Connecticut  River 
valley  and  New  Hampshire’s  White  Mountains 
to  2 that  landed  on  the  N.O.A.A.  research  ves- 
sel Pisces  5 & 7 Oct  about  50-100  km  offshore 
in  the  Gulf  of  Maine  (TJ,  ph.  DVP).  It  is  hard 
to  assess  how  many  found  their  way  to  Mon- 
hegan; the  high  count  there  was  13  on  6 Oct 
0T,  DH  et  al),  while  the  onshore  maximum 
was  10  at  Truro,  MA  20  Sep  (B.  Harris  et  al.). 
Nearly  150  Vesper  Sparrows  Regionwide  rep- 
resented a very  good  total  for  this  declining 
species.  A Lark  Sparrow  feeding  in  a weedy 
field  at  Norwich,  Windsor  5 Sep  (tSH,  D.  Har- 
dy et  al.)  became  Vermont’s  first  documented 
by  photographs;  about  36  others  were  discov- 


ered across  the  Region,  with  2 on  Appledore 
Island,  Kittery,  York,  ME  18  Aug  (B.  Griffith  et 
al.),  2 on  Tuckernuck  Island,  MA  29  Aug  (R. 
Veit),  and  1-2  reported  from  Monhegan  13-30 
Sep  (m.ob.).  There  was  a coincidence  of  high 
counts  for  Savannah  Sparrow  on  14  Oct,  with 
300  at  Penacook,  NH  (PH),  400  at  Cumber- 
land Farms  (S.S.B.C.),  and  250  at  Rocky  Hill, 
Hartford,  CT  (P.  Comins  et  al.)  preceded  by  800 
on  Monhegan  4 Oct  (DH).  Monhegan  hosted 
the  first  Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  of  the  season  7 Oct 
(L.  Brinker,  ph.  DL  et  al);  another  appeared 
at  Durham,  Middlesex,  CT  16  Oct  (NB);  and  a 
third  entertained  birders  at  Fort  Hill,  Eastham, 
MA  30  Oct-17  Nov  0T  et  al).  Vermont  bird- 
ers continue  to  encounter  Nelson’s  Sparrows  in 
appropriate  habitat  in  mid-Oct,  with  sightings 
at  Simm’s  Point,  Grand  Isle  (DJH),  Delta  Park, 
Colchester  (N.  Kotovich),  and  Pomainville 
WM.A.,  Pittsford,  Rutland  (ph.  I.  Worley  et  al.). 
Another  inland  report  came  from  Pittsfield, 
MA  17  Sep  (K.  Hanson),  while  two  reports  of 
the  nominate  subspecies  came  from  the  Maine 
coast.  High  counts  of  common  migrant  spar- 
rows were  concentrated  13-14  Oct,  including 
425  Song  Sparrows  at  Easton,  Fairfield,  CT 
(S.  Kruitbosch),  an  estimated  2000  White- 
throated  Sparrows  and  2200  Dark-eyed  Juncos 
at  Bluff  Point  (CE),  and  70  White-crowned 
Sparrows  and  2500  juncos  at  Umbagog 
N.WR.,  Coos,  NH  (R.  Quinn)  on  the  former 
date,  and  1086  Swamp  Sparrows  at  Cumber- 
land Farms  on  the  latter  (S.S.B.C.).  A 20  Nov 
White-crovmed  Sparrow  at  Vernon,  Windham, 
VT  proved  to  be  of  the  w.  subspecies  gambelli 
(ph.,  tH.  Galbraith  et  al).  Among  less  numer- 
ous species,  the  Fox  Sparrow  high  count  of  29 
was  at  Lexington,  Middlesex,  MA  13  Nov  (MR), 
and  20  Lincoln’s  Sparrows  were  encountered 
at  Pickering  Ponds,  Rochester,  Strafford,  NH  8 
Oct  (D.  Hubbard,  S.  Young). 

Summer  Tanager  reports  included  an  early 
bird  visiting  a bath  at  Gilsum,  Cheshire,  NH  5 
Sep  (M.  Wright),  followed  by  one  at  Cousin’s 
Island  16  Sep  (DL),  a male  at  Lexington,  MA 
22  Sep  (MR),  one  at  Allen’s  Pond,  South  Dart- 
mouth, MA  4 Oct  (PC),  one  on  Monhegan  6 
Oct  (LB,  ph.  DH  et  al),  and  the  last  at  Truro, 
MA  7 Oct  (C.  Skowron).  The  seasonal  high 
count  of  27  Scarlet  Tanagers  came  from  Bluff 
Point  10  Sep  (CE),  and  a tardy  individual  was 
found  on  Nantucket  27  Nov  (K.  Blackshaw). 
A male  Western  Tanager  was  seen  briefly  at 
Hammonasset  21  Sep  (tB.  Asteriades),  while 
another  long-staying  individual  was  photo- 
graphed at  Berkley,  Bristol,  MA  18  Nov-2  Dec 
(fide  G.  Dennis).  With  nearly  50  individuals 
reported.  Blue  Grosbeaks  were  again  present  in 
above-average  numbers  2 Sep-16  Nov.  Massa- 
chusetts and  Connecticut  each  had  16,  Rhode 
Island  5,  and  Maine  11.  One  of  the  Maine  birds 


A Clay-colored  Sparrow  joined  Pine  Siskins  on  the  deck  of  the  H.O.A.A.  research  wssel  Pisces  about  17S  kilometers  east-southeast 
from  Portland  in  the  Gulf  of  Maine  an  S October  201 2.  Forty-sewn  bird  species  were  seen  on  or  frem  the  Pisces  this  day,  30  of  them 
passerines  (eight  warbler  and  eight  sparrow  species),  plus  Northern  Flicker.  Photograph  by  TomJohnssn. 
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Only  the  Green  Moontain  State's  second,  this  Townsend's  Solitaire  partook  of  rose  hips  at  Missssquei  National  Wildlife 
Refuge,  Swanton,  Franklin  County,  Vermont  on  6 November  201 2 but  was  not  relocated.  The  white  tips  of  some 
scapulars  indicate  a hatch-year  bird.  PkotagmphbfKaykePsilmder. 


was  well  inland  in  a community  garden  in  Wa- 
terville,  Kennebec  Tl  Sep  (ph  LB,  H.  Wilson),  as 
was  one  at  Concord,  NH  13-14  Oct  (R.  Wood- 
ward et  al).  A thorough  census  of  two  loca- 
tions in  Penacook,  NH  turned  up  76  Indigo 
Buntings  15  Sep  (PH),  and  the  latest  of  several 
tardy  individuals  was  at  Fort  Hale,  New  Haven, 
CT  26-29  Nov  Q.  Oshlick).  Both  Painted  Bun- 
tings of  the  season  were  males,  the  first  was  at 
Cove  Island  Park,  Stamford,  Fairfield,  CT  27 
Oct  (P.  Dugan  et  al),  and  the  second  was  pho- 
tographed in  Methuen,  Essex,  MA  25  Nov-28 
Dec  (P.  Sevier).  At  least  166  Dickcissels  report- 
ed 11  Aug-4  Nov  set  a seasonal  record,  with 
40-50  each  in  Maine,  Massachusetts,  and  Con- 
necticut, 12-14  in  New  Hampshire  and  Rhode 
Island,  and  2 in  Vermont.  Single -location  high 
counts  came  on  24  Sep,  of  8 at  Monhegan  (JT 
et  al.)  and  5 at  Lighthouse  Point  (GH  et  al), 
and  one  individual  landed  on  the  N.O.A.A. 
research  vessel  Pisces  about  65  km  se.  of  Ma- 
tinicus  Rock  in  the  Gulf  of  Maine  13  Oct  (TJ, 
ph.  DVP). 

The  late  Aug  peak  of  Bobolink  migration  in 
the  Region  was  marked  by  1748  at  Northamp- 
ton 25  Aug  (T.  Gagnon);  a very  tardy  individual 
was  noted  there  22  Nov  (S.  Mayo).  There  was 
a paucity  of  Eastern  Meadowlark  reports  from 
n.  New  England;  they  fared  somewhat  better 
to  the  south,  with  a high  count  of  27  at  Tiver- 
ton, RI  1 Nov  (].  Magill).  Four  Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds  were  encountered,  the  first  a young 
male  at  Sherwood  Island  S.P.,  Westport,  CT  5 
Oct  (ph.  NB),  followed  by  3 in  Massachusetts, 
at  Hadley  13-14  Oct  (S.  Sumer,  J.  Drucker), 
at  Millennium  Park,  Boston  22  Oct  (MJI),  and 
at  Cumberland  Farms  18  Nov  (|T).  Encourag- 
ing counts  of  Rusty  Blackbird  included  50  at 
Haverhill,  Grafton,  NH  29  Sep  (SH  et  al),  60 
at  Missisquoi  N.W.R.,  Swanton,  Franklin,  VT 
20  Oct  (K.  Copenhaver  et  al),  and  54  at  West- 
borough,  Worcester,  MA  25  Oct  (N.  Paulson). 
Most  Orchard  Oriole  reports  were  from  Aug, 
as  expected  for  this  early  migrant,  except  for 
singles  in  Maine  at  Biddeford  10  Sep  (LB)  and 
on  Monhegan  25  Sep  and  5 Oct  (ph.  JT,  BN; 
ph.  DH).  Two  Bullock’s  Orioles  wandered  into 
the  Region:  an  ad.  male  was  photographed  at 
Brunswick,  Cumberland,  ME  4 Nov  (J.  & L. 
Pierson),  and  a young  male  was  at  Ellington, 
Tolland,  CT  18-24  Nov  (D.  McTigue  et  al). 

Pine  Grosbeaks  were  on  the  move  early  this 
season,  with  first  reports  in  late  Oct;  they  be- 
came widespread  in  early  Nov,  and  one  reached 
Farmington,  Hartford,  CT  14  Nov  (S.H.  John- 
ston) Numbers  built  up  to  maxima  of  70  at 
Waterville,  Kennebec,  ME  (LB,  T.  Persons), 
40  at  Middlebury,  Addison,  VT  (A.  Kneidel  et 
al),  and  19  at  Turners  Falls,  Franklin,  MA  (Z. 
Jakub).  Red  Crossbills  staged  one  of  their  larg- 
est irruptions  in  the  Region  in  decades.  The 


first  few  appeared  in  Aug  and  early  Sep  as  far 
s.  as  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  followed 
by  flocks  of  10-30  inland  and  coastal  high 
counts  of  56  at  Westport,  MA  (E  Champlin), 
60  at  Hammonasset  (B.  Devine,  D.  Jernigan), 
and  85  at  East  Beach,  Charlestown,  RI  (m.ob.). 
The  White-winged  Crossbill  flight  followed  a 
similar  pattern  but  was  even  more  spectacular. 
The  first  few  in  Sep  were  precursors  of  much 
more  to  come.  The  Maine  maximum  was  150 
on  Monhegan  26  Oct  Q.  Pierson);  at  Salis- 
bury, MA,  an  estimated  250-300  through  Nov 
delighted  photographers  as  well  as  passing 
Merlins;  and  650  birds  were  estimated  from 
photographs  at  East  Beach,  Charlestown,  RI 
19  Nov  (D.  Gochfeld,  m.ob.).  Redpolls  also 
contributed  to  the  finch  bonanza,  with  a very 
early  Common  Redpoll  at  Uxbridge,  Worcester, 
MA  2 Oct  (S.  Wheelock)  and  firsts  on  24  Oct 
in  Vermont,  Maine,  and  Connecticut.  Flocks 
were  not  far  behind,  with  200  at  Addison,  VT 
15-16  Nov  (JM,  S.  Glynn),  150  at  Stratham, 
Rockingham,  NH  26  Nov  (SMi),  65  at  Truro, 
MA  22  Nov  (BN),  and  20  in  Litchfield,  CT  27 
Nov  (NB).  As  is  frequently  the  case  during  ir- 
ruptions, a few  Hoary  Redpolls  were  reported, 
although  most  reports  lacked  detailed  descrip- 
tions or  photographic  documentation.  Two  in 
Maine  were  accompanied  by  convincing  pho- 
tographs, the  first  at  South  Portland  11  Nov 
(DH  et  al.)  and  the  other  at  Clinton,  Kennebec 
17  Nov  (LB).  The  Pine  Siskin  flight  was  sub- 
stantial but  early,  peaking  in  late  Sep  through 
Oct;  coastal  high  counts  included  350  on  Mon- 
hegan 28  Sep  0T,  BN),  423  in  New  Hampshire 


13  Oct  (SMi),  and  1650  at  Lighthouse  Point 
21  Oct  (S.  Mayo).  Evening  Grosbeaks  were 
present  in  modest  numbers,  producing  their 
best  showing  in  the  Region  in  at  least  a de- 
cade. The  maximum  count  in  Massachusetts 
was  35  at  Heath,  Franklin  7 Oct  (D.  Potter);  20 
were  at  Lighthouse  Point  22  Oct  (GH  et  al); 
and  Maine  high  counts  came  5 Nov,  with  41 
at  Kennebunk  (S.  Schulte)  and  40  at  Bremen, 
Lincoln  (DH). 

Subregional  editors  (boldface),  contribu- 
tors (italics),  and  observers:  Audubon  Soci- 
ety of  New  Hampshire,  W Banks,  Jim  Berry, 
Louis  Bevier,  Bird  Observer  (journal),  Nick 
Bonomo,  Rick  Bowes,  Paul  Champlin,  Larry 
Clarfeld,  Don  Clark,  Chris  Elphick,  Mike  Fa- 
hay  (MiF),  Mark  Faherty  (MaF),  Rachel  Far- 
rell, Dan  Finizia,  Ben  Griffith,  Greg  Hanisek, 
Spencer  Hardy,  Rick  Heil,  Doug  Hitchcox, 
David  J.  Hoag,  Pam  Hunt,  Marshall  J.  Iliff,  Tom 
Johnson,  Lauren  Kras,  Jason  Lambert,  Ver- 
non Laux,  Derek  Lovitch,  Frank  Mantlik,  Eric 
Masterson,  Jim  Mead,  Len  Medlock,  Steve  & 
Jane  Mirick  (SMi),  Ted  G.  Murin,  Blair  Nikula, 
Ellison  Orcutt,  Trish  Pastuszak,  Ron  Payne, 
Dave  Provencher,  Marj  Rines,  Bill  Sheehan, 
Jeremiah  Trimble,  David  Vander  Pluym,  Peter 
Vickery,  Paul  Wieczoreck,  G.  Williams,  Ian 
Worley.  1^ 
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Fall  2012  was  simply  one  for  the  books. 
Intriguing  movements  of  normally  sed- 
entary species,  numerous  vagrants,  an 
extreme  weather  event,  and  a remarkable  ir- 
ruption of  winter  finches  all  contributed  to  a 
most  interesting  season  of  birding. 

According  to  Cornell  University’s  Northeast 
Regional  Climate  Center,  August  was  warmer 
than  average  throughout  the  Region,  with  vari- 
able precipitation,  while  September  and  Octo- 
ber were  both  warmer  and  wetter  than  aver- 
age. Conversely,  November  was  significantly 
cooler  and  among  the  driest  ever  in  New  Jersey 


and  Delaware.  It  goes  without  saying  that  the 
lasting  meteorological  memory  of  the  season 
will  be  Hurricane  Sandy,  the  most  destructive 
storm  to  affect  coastal  portions  of  the  region 
since  the  storied  nor’easter  of  March  1962. 

The  season’s  eclectic  list  of  rarities  included 
Cinnamon  Teal,  Red-billed  Tropicbird,  Red- 
dish Egret,  Northern  Lapwing,  Sharp-tailed 
Sandpiper,  Ross’s  Gull,  Elegant  Tern,  Anna’s 
Hummingbird,  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher,  and 
Virginia’s  "Warbler. 

Abbreviations:  Avalon  (full-time  seawatch, 
Cape  May,  NJ);  Bombay  Hook  (Bombay  Hook 
N.WR.,  Kent,  DE);  Brigantine  (Brigantine  Unit 
of  Edwin  B.  Forsythe  N.WR.,  Atlantic,  NJ); 
Cape  May  (s.  of  Cape  May  Canal,  Cape  May, 
NJ);  Derby  Hill  (hawkwatch,  se.  corner  Lake 
Ontario,  Oswego,  NY);  Hamlin  Beach  (S.P., 
on  L.  Ontario  w.  of  Buffalo);  Higbee  Beach 
(WM.A.,  Cape  May,  NJ);  Jamaica  Bay  Qamaica 
Bay  N.W  R.,  New  York  City);  Montauk  (e.  tip 
of  Long  Island);  Montezuma  (N.WR.,  Sen- 
eca, NY);  New  Jersey  Bird  Records  Committee 
(N.J.B.R.C.);  Prime  Hook  (N.WR.,  Sussex,  DE); 
Robert  Moses  (S.P.,  Suffolk,  NY);  Sandy  Hook 
(Gateway  National  Recreation  Area,  Monmouth, 
NJ). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FRIGATBIRD 

At  least  one  Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck 
continued  from  summer  at  Brigantine  until 
at  least  28  Aug  (m.ob.).  It  was  a good  season 
for  Greater  White-fronted  Geese,  with  32  in 


New  York  and  9 in  New  Jersey.  One  found  at 
Sandy  Pond,  Oswego,  NY  on  the  peculiar  date 
of  17  Aug  (BP)  had  likely  summered  there.  A 
minimum  of  8 Ross’s  Geese  visited  Montezuma 

24  Oct-14  Nov  QM,  m.ob.).  Barnacle  Goose 
continues  to  become  a more  frequent  sight. 
Multiple  sightings  in  coastal  New  York  were 
thought  to  represent  3 individuals:  Prospect 
Park  24  Oct  (ph.  AW);  Inwood  Hill  Park  Il- 
ls Nov  (Annie  Barry,  m.ob.);  Mattituck,  Suf- 
folk 12-25  Nov  0S,  m.ob.);  and  Van  Cortland 
Park  25-30  Nov  (Dave  Mako,  m.ob.).  Another 
found  at  Paramus,  Bergen,  NJ  7-8  Nov  (Doug 
Morel)  would  furnish  a second  county  record. 
Cackling  Geese  were  widely  reported,  par- 
ticularly in  New  York,  where  an  impressive  35 
were  found  at  Iroquois  N.WR.,  Genesee,  NY 

25  Oct  (WW,  JP).  Two  Black  Brant  were  likely 
returning  birds  at  Deal,  Monmouth,  NJ  18  Nov 
(SB,  Linda  Mack).  A Cinnamon  Teal  in  eclipse 
plumage  was  discovered  at  Bombay  Hook  16 
Sep  (ph.  Charlie  Long);  presumably  the  same 
individual  was  seen  again  21  Oct  (Bruce  Pe- 
terjohn),  by  this  time  almost  fully  in  alternate 
plumage.  Remarkably,  this  would  represent 
Delaware’s  sixth  record  of  this  western  stray. 

A definitive  peak  to  Red-throated  Loon  mi- 
gration occurred  on  the  slightly  late  date  of  26 
Nov,  when  858  were  tallied  at  Hamlin  Beach 
(RS)  and  a notable  10,541  were  counted  at 
Avalon  (TM).  A large-scale  movement  of  Com- 
mon Loons  included  2112  migrating  along  Ca- 
yuga Lake  at  Taughannock  Falls  S.P,  Tompkins, 
NY  3 Nov  (Ethan  Kistler);  the  site  has  had  a 


^ A Hurricane  Sandy  originated  as  a low-pressure  system  in  thd  Caribbean  during  the  third  week  of  Oct,  becoming  a tropical  storm  22  Oct 
Otxand  a hurricane  24  Oct.  The  storm  moved  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  as  it  reached  mid-Atlantic  waters,  it  was  drawn  westv/ard  by  a 
strong  upper-level  trough  over  the  East  and  a blocking  high-pressure  feature  to  the  north,  it  made  landfall  at  2000  EDT  29  Oct,  near  Atlantic 
City,  NJ.  Sandy's  destructive  storm  surge  and  high  winds  caused  widespread  and  significant  damage  throughout  coastal  areas,  particularly 
the  cen.  and  n.  New  Jersey  shorelines.  New  York  City,  and  Long  island.  Access  to  many  birding  hotspots  was  impossible  after  the  storm,  and 
for  many  observers  birding  took  a backseat  to  far  more  pressing  issues. 

Those  birders  who  were  able  to  search  for  storm-blown  waifs  in  the  days  afterward  were  rewarded  Vi/ith  an  intriguing  mix  of  seabirds.  An 
unidentified  gadfly  petrel  (Pterodroma  sp.)  was  seen  from  Baiting  Hollow,  Suffolk,  NY  30  Oct  {Doug  Futuyma),  and  an  unidentified  tropicbird 
was  seen  exiting  Gravesend  Bay,  Kings,  NY  the  same  morning  (Shane  Blodgett).  A Red-billed  Tropicbird  was  found  stranded  at  Carney's 
Point,  Salem,  NJ  and  taken  to  a rehabilitator  (ph.,  fide  Don  Freiday).  There  were  a few'  reports  of  Wilson's  Storm-Petrels,  and  a Band-riimped 
Storm-Petre!  was  photographed  at  Cape  May  {AHu,  ph.  MO'B,  m.ob.).  A rare-from-shore  South  Polar  Skua  was  photographed  in  flight  over 
Staten  island  30  Oct  (ph.  Anthony  Ciancimino,Tom  St.  Pierre),  and  another  passed  Cape  May  1 Nov  (tMO'B). 

Most  of  Sandy’s  avian  cargo  featured  species  more  typical  of  late  Oct  in  the  North  Atlantic.  Large  numbers  of  Pomarine  Jaegers  were  dis- 
placed, best  represented  by  1 30  exiting  Delaware  Bay  at  Cape  May  30  Oct  (m.ob.).  Leach's  Storm-Petrels  appeared  at  a number  of  coastal  and 
inland  locales,  including  a local  first  record  at  Niagara  S.P.,  Niagara,  NY  30  Oct  (JP,  Joe  Mitchell).  Red  Phalarope  sightings  were  also  Vi/idespread 
and  included  multiple  individuals  in  all  three  states.  The  aforementioned  area  of  high  pressure  or'Yex  block/'which  played  an  integral  role  in 
the  storm's  left-hand  swing  into  the  New  Jersey  shoreline,  also  intensified  Sandy's  effects  on  birds.  The  strong  easterlies  associated  with  the  s. 
portion  of  this  high  pressure  over  the  North  Atlantic,  probably  coupled  with  the  easterlies  on  the  n.  portion  of  Sandy,  helped  pull  4 Northem 
Lapwings  into  the  Region,  including  singles  8 Nov  at  Robert  Moses  (ph.Tim  Byrne)  and  near  Allentown,  Mercer,  NJ  8 Nov  (ph.  SG)  and  2 at 
Montauk  1 0-1 4 Nov  (JRA,  Peter  Max  Polshek).  Equally  spectacular  was  the  Ross's  Gull  at  Long  Point  S.P.,  Cayuga,  NY  30  Oct  (ph.  Chris  Wood) 
that  likely  arrived  on  the  same  winds.  These  remarkable  conditions  may  have  also  contributed  to  the  above-average  7 Black-headed  Gulls 
tabulated  Regionally  6-21  Nov. 
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New  Jersey's  third  Northern  Lapwing,  found  at  a corporate  park  near  Allentown , Mercer 
County  8 November  2012,  was  one  of  four  noted  in  the  Hudson-Delaware  region  in  the 
days  following  Hurricane  Strndy.  Photograph  by  Sam  Galick. 


migratory  loon  count  for  nearly  20 
years.  Single  Pacific  Loons  were 
at  Montauk  26  Nov  (TJ,  DG),  at 
Moriches  26-30  Nov  (Dick  Belanger 
et  al.),  and  Wilson,  Niagara,  NY  15 
Oct  (WD);  4 migrants  passed  Ava- 
lon 22  Oct-20  Nov  (TM,  Bob  Fogg 
et  al).  Pied-billed  Grebes  were  in- 
triguingly  numerous  in  New  Jersey, 
with  notable  figures  including  72 
at  Brigantine  13  Oct  (Pete  Bacinski) 
and  30+  at  Cape  May  27  Oct  (TR  et 
al.)  An  Eared  Grebe  at  Batavia,  Gen- 
esee, NY  28  Sep-18  Oct  increased  to 
2 birds  25-30  Oct  (KF,  WW  et  al); 
one  was  found  along  the  Intracoastal 
Waterway  near  Ocean  City,  Cape 
May,  NJ  30  Sep  (ph.  Bill  Lynch). 

New  Jersey’s  fourth  Black-capped 
Petrel  was  seen  over  Wilmington 
Canyon  28  Sep  (ph.  LS);  more  coverage  of  the 
Region’s  outermost  pelagic  waters  would  prob- 
ably reveal  this  species  to  be  annual  during 
early  autumn.  An  Audubon’s  Shearwater  enliv- 
ened a seawatch  at  Camp  Hero,  Suffolk,  NY  22 
Sep  (AC).  Though  the  species  is  a regular  visi- 
tor at  least  as  far  n.  as  Hudson  Canyon  in  late 
summer  and  autumn,  this  sighting  would  rep- 
resent New  York’s  first  documented  record  from 
shore.  A pelagic  trip  out  of  Lewes,  Sussex,  DE 
recorded  a Regional  high  count  of  120  Band- 
rumped  Storm-Petrels  (Paul  Guris,  m.ob.);  this 
species  was  little  known  in  the  Region  as  re- 
cently as  10  years  ago,  and  recents  studies  off 
North  Carolina  indicate  that  several  taxa  occur 
there.  Adult  Northern  Gannets  are  extremely 
rare  on  Lake  Ontario,  so  sightings  of  individu- 
als at  Hamlin  Beach  1 Sep  (DT),  Gravely  Bay, 
Jefferson,  NY  13  Oct  (Tony  Shrimpton),  and 
Derby  Hill  21  Oct  (BP,  Ken  Burdick)  were  out- 
standing. American  White  Pelicans  continue  to 
occur  with  more  regularity;  New  York  reports 
this  season  included  one  at  Jamaica  Bay  14 
Aug-11  Oct  (AB,  m.ob.)  and  2 at  Marshlands 
Conservancy,  Rye  7-9  Oct  (Margaret  & Albie 
Collins,  Gail  Benson,  TWB).  In  New  Jersey,  10 
passed  Brigantine  28  Nov  (Rick  Wright  et  al.) 
and  were  seen  a few  hours  later  at  Cape  May 
(PD).  A wandering  flock  of  5 inhabited  coastal 
Delaware  7 Sep-24  Oct  (m.ob.).  An  inland 
Brown  Pelican  surprised  observers  at  Erie  Ba- 
sin Marina,  Buffalo,  NY  27  Aug  (Gail  Benson, 
TWB).  An  ad.  female  Magnificent  Frigatebird 
found  its  way  to  Jarvis  Sound,  Cape  May,  NJ 
7 Sep  (ph.  Bob  Lubberman  et  al),  possibly  a 
product  of  Hurricane  Isaac,  which  made  land- 
fall along  the  n.  Gulf  Coast  28  Aug. 

HERONS  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

New  Jersey’s  second  Reddish  Egret,  a dark- 
morph  imm.,  was  at  Brigantine  23-27  Aug 


Qimmy  Warren,  m.ob.)  and  then  rediscovered 
at  Island  Beach  S.E,  Ocean,  NJ  31  Aug  (ph. 
Alex  Tongas).  An  evening  survey  of  Pea  Patch 
Island,  New  Castle,  DE  30  Aug  produced  sig- 
nificant counts  of  380  Little  Blue  Herons  and 
817  Cattle  Egrets  (Chris  Bennett,  m.ob.).  It 
appears  that  the  vast  majority  of  the  Region’s 
dwindling  Cattle  Egret  population  now  breeds 
at  Pea  Patch.  An  imm.  White  Ibis  discovered  at 
Reed’s  Beach,  Cape  May,  NJ  19-25  Nov  (Matt 
Webster,  Ron  Fry)  made  the  season’s  only  re- 
port and  was  possibly  related  to  Sandy.  Jamaica 
Bay  hosted  a White-faced  Ibis  30  Sep  (AB,  SA), 
an  excellent  autumn  record. 

Vincent  Nichnadowicz  was  startled  to  find 
a Crested  Caracara  at  East  Windsor,  Mercer, 
NJ  8 Sep;  the  bird  remained  through  13  Sep 
and  was  seen  by  many.  What  was  presumably 
the  same  individual  appeared  a few  km  away 
at  Columbus,  Burlington,  NJ  1 1 Oct  (fide  Bill 
Boyle).  Reports  of  this  species  in  extralimital 
settings  have  increased  sharply  over  the  past 
ten  years.  Autumn  records  of  Mississippi  Kites 
are  increasing  in  recent  years  but  are  still  no- 
table. One  was  at  Cape  May  trailing  the  pas- 
sage of  a cold  front  16  Aug  (TR),  and  another 
appeared  at  Hook  Mountain,  Rockland,  NY  30 
Aug  (Carol  Weiss).  Two  were  seen  at  Hamlin 
Beach  on  the  outlandish  date  of  25  Oct  (KF, 
DT).  A strong  hawk  flight  at  Cape  May  11 
Oct  was  dominated  by  2631  Sharp-shinned 
Hawks  (TR),  representing  the  site’s  largest 
daily  total  of  this  declining  species  since  Oct 
2003.  Impressive  hawk  flights  occurred  on  the 
strong  westerly  winds  that  followed  Hurricane 
Sandy.  Daily  totals  of  1000+  birds  occurred 
1-6  Nov  at  Cape  May,  including  a record  263 
Red-shouldered  Hawks  5 Nov  (VE).  The  Ash- 
land, New  Castle,  DE  hawkwatch  found  itself 
under  a carpet  of  6167  Broad-winged  Hawks 
16  Sep  (Bob  Rule,  Kim  SteiningerX  a record 


count  for  that  site.  The  season’s  first 
Swainson’s  Hawk  passed  the  Chestnut 
Ridge  Hawkwatch,  Bedford,  NY  1 1 Sep 
(Genevieve  Rozhon,  Angela  Wood- 
side)  and  was  followed  by  a total  of  4 
at  Cape  May  25  Sep-6  Nov  (TR,  VE, 
PD,  m.ob.).  Rough-legged  Hawk  went 
unrecorded  at  all  of  the  Region’s  e.  and 
s.  hawkwatches;  the  species’  absence  is 
increasingly  becoming  the  norm,  espe- 
cially in  southerly  portions  of  its  range. 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

American  Golden-Plovers  were  widely 
reported  between  mid-Aug  and  mid- 
Sep,  with  a peak  count  of  99  at  River- 
head,  Suffolk,  NY  19  Aug  (DR).  Piping 
Plovers  staged  at  traditional  locations 
along  the  coast  in  Aug;  a hearty  total 
of  45  were  present  at  Brigantine  Island, 
Atlantic,  NJ  3 Aug,  including  one  previously 
banded  on  wintering  grounds  in  the  n.  Baha- 
mas (Ryan  Risher).  Reports  of  the  declining 
Upland  Sandpiper  were  few  but  included  4 at 
Upper  Pittsgrove,  Salem,  NJ  25  Aug  (Chuck  63: 
Elaine  Crunkerton).  Approximately  50  Hud- 
sonian  Godwits  were  seen  in  New  York  this 
season  (fide  ROP),  contrasting  with  a moder- 
ately low  total  of  12  in  New  Jersey  (fide  SG). 
The  season  high  of  30+  at  Bombay  Hook  25 
Aug  (Clive  Harris)  was  among  the  highest 
tallies  ever  recorded  in  Delaware.  An  impres- 
sive 300  Pectoral  Sandpipers  overtook  Mont- 
ezuma 25  Aug  Qay  McGowan).  Two  excellent 
Eurasian  shorebirds  were  reported  in  upstate 
New  York  during  the  first  half  of  the  season.  A 
juv.  Curlew  Sandpiper  was  at  Montezuma  22 
& 24  Aug  (Douglas  Robinson,  Brad  Carlson). 
A month  later,  a juv.  Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper 
stopped  over  at  Lasalle  Landing  Park,  Monroe, 
NY  23  Sep  (Gary  Chapin,  m.ob.),  constitut- 
ing the  fourth  state  record.  A nice  total  of  17 
Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  came  from  Johnson 
Sod  Farm,  Cumberland,  NJ  5 Sep  (HT).  The 
period’s  only  Ruff  was  at  Jamaica  Bay  2 Aug 
(DR);  the  N.J.B.R.C.  has  reinstated  it  to  the 
list  of  birds  requiring  documentation  for  that 
state.  As  many  as  16  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  were 
distributed  throughout  New  York  6 Aug- 19 
Oct  (m.ob.);  6 Red-necked  Phalaropes  made 
for  an  excellent  observation  at  Montezuma  17 
Aug  (Tim  Lenz).  A Red  Phalarope  appeared  at 
Derby  Hill  during  a northwesterly  blow  6 Oct 
(Dave  Wheeler). 

A juv.  Long-tailed  Jaeger  was  photographed 
at  Derby  Hill  21  Oct  (Drew  Weber),  a late  date, 
though  it  is  worth  mentioning  that  3 were  seen 
at  this  location  19  Oct  2010  (Kevin  McGann, 
BP).  Single  Franklin’s  Gulls  appeared  in  New 
York  at  Wilson,  Niagara  17  Aug  (WD,  Betsy 
Potter),  at  Montezuma  7-11  Oct  (TL,  Brad 
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Walker,  m.ob.),  at  Derby  Hill  21  Oct  (ph.  Billy 
Weber),  and  along  the  Lower  Niagara  River 
8-25  Nov  QP,  m.ob.);  New  Jersey  birds  were 
at  East  Point,  Cumberland  10  Sep  (Clay  Sutton) 
and  Cape  May  3 Nov  (ph.  TR,  JD,  m.oh.).  A 
first-cycle  Thayers  Gull,  accompanied  by  ex- 
cellent held  notes  and  photographs,  visited 
Robert  Moses  19  Oct  (SSM),  about  as  early 
as  the  species  has  been  recorded  in  autumn. 
Sabine’s  Gulls  put  in  appearances  at  Buffalo 
Small  Boat  Harbor,  Erie,  NY  15  Oct  (ph.  Joe 
Mitchell,  JP)  and  Cayuga  Lake  1 1 Nov  (CW, 
Jessie  Barry).  Lake  Ontario’s  second  ever  Sand- 
wich Tern  lingered  from  summer  through  26 
Aug  at  Sandy  Pond,  Oswego,  NY  (m.ob.).  Bird- 
ers converged  on  Sandy  Hook  to  glimpse  New 
Jersey’s  hrst  Elegant  Tern  2-22  Sep  (ph.  Tom 
Boyle,  m.ob.),  which  may  have  been  present 
for  almost  a month  before  it  was  conhrmed 
(SB,  pers.  comm.).  Another  remarkable  report 
was  of  a wayward  Brown  Noddy  at  Broadkill 
Beach,  Sussex,  DE  11  Aug  (Ed  Sigda),  made 
even  more  signihcant  by  the  fact  that  the  bird’s 
appearance  was  unrelated  to  any  nearhy  tropi- 
cal weather  system.  Black  Terns  put  in  an  ex- 
cellent showing  at  many  coastal  locations  dur- 
ing late  Aug  and  early  Sep,  with  respective  state 
highs  of  138  at  Plum  Island,  Suffolk,  NY  7 Sep 
QS)  and  74  at  Cape  May  20  Aug  (CR).  Land- 
based  observers  at  Montauk  noted  the  season’s 
hrst  Razorbill  23  Nov  (AC)  and  hrst  Dovekie 
24  Nov  (AC,  DR),  which  would  be  followed 
by  above-average  numbers  of  both  species 
seen  from  the  New  Jersey  coast  in  subsequent 
weeks. 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

The  pioneering  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  of 
Cape  May  lingered  through  the  season,  with  a 
maximum  of  5 recorded  6 Sep  (Karl  Lukens). 
Multiple  White-winged  Doves  were  found  in 
New  Jersey  and  entailed  sightings  in  all  four 
months,  including  at  least  2 individuals  during 
the  hrst  week  of  Nov  (TR,  JD,  m.ob.).  Another 
was  seen  at  Fire  Island  23  Oct  (Mary  Norman- 
dia).  After  last  year’s  irruption,  this  autumn’s 
only  Snowy  Owl  reports  came  from  Kingston, 
Ulster,  NY  7-12  Nov  (ph.  Jeff  Nicol  et  al.)  and 
Wilson  Hill  WM.A.,  St.  Lawrence,  NY  29  Nov 
(fide  JeH  Bolsinger).  Barred  Owls  staged  an  in- 
teresting autumn  movement  that  was  easiest  to 


observe  in  urban  areas.  A clear  example  of  this 
pertained  to  reports  of  at  least  3 in  New  York 
City’s  Central  Park  3 Nov+  (m.ob.),  along  with 
singles  at  New  York  Botanical  Garden  17  Nov 
(Debbie  Becker)  and  in  Queens  30  Nov  (Peter 
Post).  A Boreal  Owl  was  reported  from  Greece, 
Monroe,  NY  22  Nov  (DT).  The  autumn  hight 
of  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  was  impressive, 
with  banding  stations  reporting  robust  num- 
bers. Examples  included  40  caught  at  Burdette, 
Schuyler,  NY  Qohn  & Sue  Gregoire)  and  36 
caught  at  Hammond  Hill,  Tompkins,  NY  Oohn 
Confer)  16  Oct,  along  with  53  caught  at  Cape 
May  5 Nov  (Katy  Duffy,  AHu).  An  unprec- 
edented evening  movement  of  1200+  Com- 
mon Nighthawks  over  Cape  May  6 Sep  was  six 
times  greater  than  the  previous  state  maximum 
(CR,  TJ,  Tony  Leukering  et  ah).  Hummingbirds 
again  grabbed  headlines  this  fall,  most  notably 
in  Delaware,  where  two  species  were  added 
to  the  state  list.  An  Anna’s  Hummingbird  at 
Newark,  New  Castle  27  Oct+  (Diane  Freebery, 
Andy  Ednie,  m.ob.)  was  followed  by  a Calli- 
ope Hummingbird  in  Wilmington,  New  Castle 
9-11  Nov  (ph.  Harold  Davis).  An  increased  ef- 
fort to  maintain  hummingbird  feeders  through 
Nov  undoubtedly  contributed  to  the  approxi- 
mately 26  Selasphorous  sp.  hummingbirds 
that  were  reported,  about  half  of  which  were 
identified  as  Rufous  Hummingbirds  (fide  ROP, 
SG).  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers  participated  in 
a very  obvious  fall  movement  along  the  coast, 
evidenced  by  a record  season  total  of  234  at 
Higbee  Beach  (CR).  Perhaps  most  striking  were 
the  94  that  passed  the  Cape  May  Hawkwatch 
30  Sep  (PD,  TR). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

Say’s  Phoebes,  not  found  annually  in  the  Re- 
gion, performed  nicely  this  season.  Individuals 
turned  up  at  Sandy  Hook  27  Sep  (Nick  Taylor, 
m.ob.),  Cape  May  30  Sep  (WHO,  m.ob.),  and 
Fire  Island  22  Oct  (AC).  Conversely,  the  sea- 
son’s only  confirmed  Ash-throated  Flycatcher 
was  photographed  at  Cape  May  24  Nov  (Nick 
Kontonicolas  et  ah),  an  unexpected  drop  after 
numerous  records  over  the  past  several  years. 
An  unidentified  Myiarchus  flycatcher  appeared 
at  Montauk  10  Nov  (JA).  Western  Kingbirds 
were  more  numerous  than  in  fall  201 1,  as  evi- 
denced by  about  a dozen  in  New  York  and  a 


similar  number  in  New  Jersey  (fide  ROP,  SG); 
most  were  found  along  the  coast.  A Scissor- 
tailed  Flycatcher  surprised  observers  at  Sunk- 
en Meadow  S.P.,  Suffolk,  NY  11  Nov  (ph.  Beth 
& Jerry  Platt),  while  a Fork-tailed  Flycatcher 
provided  just  a few  hours  of  joy  at  Oceanside 
Marine  Nature  Study  Area,  Queens,  NY  19  Sep 
(Mike  Farina,  ph.  KF  et  ah).  Visiting  Swedish 
birder  Anders  Blomdahl  photographed  a Bell’s 
Vireo  at  Cape  May  13-14  Sep,  the  eighth  re- 
cord for  that  state  and  an  impressive  seventh 
for  Cape  May.  Blue  Jays  staged  large  flights 
across  the  Region  in  Sep  and  Oct,  underscored 
by  2809  flying  westward  along  Oneida  Lake  16 
Sep  (Mickey  Scilingo).  The  celebrated  Purple 
Martin  roost  at  Mauricetown,  Cumberland,  NJ 
reached  an  astonishing  peak  of  200,000  birds 
11  Aug  (fide  PD). 

Red-breasted  Nuthatches  flooded  the  Re- 
gion throughout  the  season.  Notable  were 
flights  of  209  at  Robert  Moses  8 Oct  (MMc) 
and  427  at  Higbee  Beach  5 Oct  (SG),  where  the 
season  total  was  a record  3255.  To  place  this 
into  perspective,  the  combined  total  for  the 
species,  systematically  counted  in  “morning 
flight’’  at  this  location,  was  only  3676  over  the 
previous  nine  years  (CR,  pers.  comm.).  White- 
breasted Nuthatches  were  also  clearly  on  the 
move,  showcased  by  at  least  31  throughout 
Cape  May  21  Oct  (CR,  TR  et  al.)  and  several 
reports  along  Long  Island  barrier  beaches  (fide 
SAu).  The  Higbee  Beach  season  total  of  66 
nearly  matched  the  previous  combined  nine 
years’  total  of  84  (CR,  pers.  comm.).  An  un- 
equaled flight  of  313  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers 
animated  Higbee  Beach  16  Aug  (CR  et  al.). 
Two  Northern  Wheatears  appeared  within  a 
mile  of  each  other  at  Cape  May  9 Oct  (Greg 
Fitchett,  m.ob.).  Both  were  of  the  expected 
subspecies  leucorhoa  of  Greenland  and  Arctic 
Canada,  and  as  is  often  the  case,  the  weather 
leading  up  to  their  appearance  was  dreary  with 
easterly  winds.  A Townsend’s  Solitaire  paused 
in  a Cape  May  backyard  long  enough  to  be- 
come a first  county  record  25  Oct  (RC,  Robert 
Kirk).  Some  81  Gray  Catbirds  were  found  at 
Caumsett  S.P.,  Suffolk,  NY  2 Sep  (KF).  Bohe- 
mian Waxwings  went  unrecorded  in  autumn 
2011  but  returned  this  year,  with  numerous 
reports  throughout  upstate  New  York  during 
Nov  (fide  ROP). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

As  reports  of  Golden-winged  Warblers  con- 
tinue to  decrease  during  fall  migration,  reports 
of  hybrids  continue  to  increase,  highlighted  by 
2 Lawrence’s  Warblers  photographed  at  Glen- 
hurst  Meadows,  Somerset,  NJ  19  Aug  (HT). 
A Virginia’s  Warbler  stole  the  show  at  Alley 
Pond  Park,  Queens,  NY  31  Oct+  (EM,  m.ob.), 
delivering  a first  record  for  the  Empire  State. 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


r A Almost  nonexistent  in  2011,  Cave  Swallows  returned  with  a vengeance  in  2012,  with 
J/lfartoo  many  reports  to  list  out  individually.  At  least  159  were  tallied  at  Hamlin  Beach 
25  Oct  (AG,  KF,  DT).  ATlore  than  1 00  per  day  were  present  at  Cape  May  1 6-24  Nov,  with  a new 
state  high  count  of  270  recorded  during  the  evening  of  17  Nov  (RC,  TR).  Cave  Swallows  also 
visited  Cape  Henlopen  S.R,  Sussex,  DE  1 0, 1 7,  & 24  Nov  (JO  et  al.),  along  with  2 at  Augustine 
Beach,  Newcastle,  DE  4 Nov  (Michael  Moore).  There  were  just  eight  accepted  records  of  the 
species  for  Delaware  prior  to  201 2. 
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The  season's  winter  finch  irruption  was  among  the  most  notable  ever  recorded  in  the 
Region,  particularly  the  Region's  southerly  reaches  (Table  1).  Large  numbers  of  Red 
Crossbills,  White-winged  Crossbills,  Pine  Siskins,  Purple  Finches,  and  Evening  Grosbeaks 
were  recorded  at  many  locations. 

Purple  Finches  began  moving  in  Aug  and  were  followed  by  numerous  reports  of  Pine  Sis- 
kins in  Sep.  Siskin  numbers  Increased  to  levels  never  before  seen  in  many  areas.  A minimum 
of  1200  swarmed  a backyard  feeding  station  in  Villas,  Cape  May,  NJ  during  early  Nov  (JD). 
Massive  flights  were  also  witnessed  at  several  sites,  including  an  incredible  20,275  that  flew 
westward  past  Robert  Moses  21  Oct  (SSM  et  aL). 

Red  Crossbills  started  to  appear  in  coastal  locations  in  mid-Oct,  with  an  onslaught  of  re- 
ports beginning  the  second  week  of  Nov.  Analysis  of  the  birds' flight  calls  rendered  audio- 
spectrographs revealed  that  Type  3 Red  Crossbills  represented  the  vast  majority  of  reports. 
Small  numbers  of  Type  1 0s  were  recorded  later  in  Nov,  along  with  very  few  Type  1 and  Type 
2 Red  Crossbills  (fide  ROP,  Matt  Young,  MO'B).  White-winged  Crossbills  also  appeared  in  large 
numbers  beginning  in  early  Nov  and  continued  through  Dec. 

It  was  a return  to  glory  days  for  Evening  Grosbeaks,  which  delighted  many  observers 
whose  backyard  bird  feeders  had  lacked  visits  from  this  species  for  many  years.  Reports  of 
the  species  began  in  late  Sep  in 
upstate  New  York,  and  coastal 
locations  even  got  In  on  the  ac- 
tion in  Nov. 

Common  Redpolls  began 
trickling  into  the  Region  in 
late  Oct  and  increased  during 
Nov.  In  Mew  York,  single  Hoary 
Redpolls  were  reported  at  Fort 
Drum,  ie/ferson  20  Nov  (JB),  Fort 
Niagara,  Niagara  22  Nov  (AG), 
and  Hamlin  Beach  24  Nov  (DT). 


T4fe  Ufiak  daily  flights  at 'elected  Dfidies  at 

Cape  May  Point  NJ  durirrg  fel!  2012 

Spede  lliti  Total  Observers  i 

Pine  Siskin 

2 Nov 

6570 

M0'B,TR 

■ Red  Crossbill 

16  Nov 

315 

TR,SG 

White-winged  Crossbill 

3 Nov 

410 

MO'B.TR 

Evening  Grosbeak 

SNov 

64 

RC,  Mike  Fritz 

Purple  Finch 

3 Nov 

1270 

M0'B,SG 

Common  Redpoll 

29  Nov 

19 

DG,TR 

Approximately  5000  Yellow-rumped  Warblers 
transited  Fire  Island  22  Oct  (R.  J.  Kurtz),  while 
the  peak  at  Cape  May  was  31,117  on  21  Oct 
(CR).  An  Audubon’s  Warbler  was  a splen- 
did find  at  Syracuse,  Onondaga,  NY  27  Nov+ 
(ph.  Andrew  Van  Norstrand).  The  Garden 
State’s  twelfth  Townsend’s  Warbler  hesitated 
at  Brigantine  on  the  surprisingly  early  date  of 
13  Aug  (Don  Freiday),  though  this  date  does 
coincide  with  movements  of  the  species  in  the 
West,  and  there  are  multiple  Sep  records  in  the 
East.  A late  Yellow-throated  Warbler  attended 
a feeder  at  Milford,  Kent,  DE  4 Nov  (CB).  A 
stunning  1068  Blackpoll  Warblers  streamed 
over  Cape  May  29  Sep,  a total  that  did  not  ac- 
count for  many  hundreds  more  unidentified 
warblers  which  were  also  likely  this  species 
(CR,  pers.  comm.).  It  was  a stellar  season  for 
finding  Connecticut  Warblers,  and  numerous 
reports  flowed  in  during  late  Sep.  The  season 
total  of  25  at  Higbee  Beach  was  a half-dozen 
shy  of  the  all-time  record  (CR  et  al).  A late 
Summer  Tanager  greeted  birders  at  Battery 
Park,  New  York  City  28  Oct  (Richard  Zaineld- 
in,  Andrew  Rubenfeld,  Eric  Ozawa).  A back- 
yard in  Athens,  Greene,  NY  was  illuminated 


by  a Western  Tanager  29-30  Nov  (ph.  Will 
Raup,  m.ob.). 

Clay-colored  Sparrows  continue  to  become 
a more  frequent  sight  in  fall  migration.  Eas- 
ily more  than  40  were  reported  in  New  York, 
including  as  many  as  1 1 on  Long  Island  7 Oct 
(fide  ROP).  Roughly  35  were  seen  in  New  Jer- 
sey (fide  SC),  while  singles  appeared  at  Cape 
Henlopen  S.P.,  Sussex,  DE  1 & 7 Nov  QO); 
the  species  was  only  recently  removed  from 
the  review  list  in  Delaware.  Single  Le  Conte’s 
Sparrows  were  recorded  at  Warren,  Somerset, 
NJ  2-23  Oct  GE  et  al.),  Floyd  Bennett  Field, 
Kings,  NY  6 Oct  (Rob  Jett,  ph.  Heydi  Lopes, 
Chris  Eliot),  Rosedale  Park,  Mercer,  NJ  23-24 
Oct  (Tyler  Christensen,  ph.  Chris  Brown),  and 
Ithaca,  Tompkins,  NY  17-19  Nov  (Tom  Schul- 
enberg,  m.ob.).  Remarkable  were  3 Harris’s 
Sparrows  discovered  in  New  York  backyards 
during  Nov,  with  first-county  records  at  Lake- 
port,  Madison  3-7  Nov  (Janet  Akin)  and  Canas- 
tota,  Madison  3-9  Nov  (ph.  Ruth  Kuryla),  and 
another  was  at  Necomb,  Essex  17  Nov  (ph. 
Charlotte  Demers).  An  Oregon  Junco  was  in 
a Wayne,  Steuben,  NY  backyard  25-26  Nov 
(Wade  & Melissa  Rowley).  Painted  Bunting 


records  included  an  ad.  male  photographed 
at  a feeder  in  Port  Jefferson,  Suffolk,  NY  (ph. 
Bill  Walsh)  10  Nov  and  a green  bird  at  Alley 
Pond  Park  25-26  Nov  (ph.  EM  et  al.).  The  sea- 
son’s only  Brewer’s  Blackbird  was  discovered  at 
Montauk  11  Nov  (MMc,  m.ob.).  Late -season 
Orchard  Orioles  likely  represented  reverse  mi- 
grants at  Robert  Moses  5 Oct  (SSM)  and  New 
Castle,  Westchester,  NY  21  Oct  (Anne  Swaim, 
ph.  David  Wyly). 

Observers  (subregional  compilers  in  bold- 
face): Jorn  Robert  Ake,  Deborah  Allen  (Cen- 
tral Park,  NYC),  Seth  Ausubel  (Long  Island: 
ssausubel@nyc.rr.com),  Andrew  Baksh,  Chris 
Bennett  (D.N.R.E.C.),  Scott  Barnes  (Voice 
of  New  Jersey  Audubon),  Michael  Bochnik 
(Lower  Hudson  Valley:  bochnikm@cs.com), 
Jeff  Bolsinger  (St.  Lawrence,  NY:  cadybols@ 
gisco.net),  Joseph  Brin  O^r;  Syracuse,  NY 
Rare  Bird  Alert),  T.  W.  Burke  (NYC  Rare  Bird 
Alert),  Mark  Chao  (Finger  Lakes,  NY:  mark- 
chao@imt.org),  Anthony  Collerton,  Richard 
Crossley,  Willie  D’Anna,  Joe  DiCostanzo,  Jim 
Dowdell,  Pete  Dunne,  Andrew  P.  Ednie  (Bird- 
line Delaware),  Vince  Elia,  Jeff  Ellerbusch, 
Rob  Fanning,  Ken  Feustel,  Kurt  Fox,  Sam 
Galick,  Doug  Gochfeld,  Andy  Guthrie,  K.  C. 
Griffith  (Genesee,  NY:  ckgrif@localnet.com), 
Alec  Humann  (AHu),  Tom  Johnson,  Pat  Lind- 
say (PLi;  Long  Island:  pjlindsay@optonline. 
net),  Tom  Magadan,  Michael  McBrien  (MMc), 
Melinda  McCormack  (Adirondacks:  mrad- 
dyduck@aol.com).  Jay  McGowan,  Eric  Miller, 
Shaibal  Mitra  (Long  Island:  mitra@mail. 
csi.cuny.edu),  Michael  Morgante  (Niagara 
Frontier:  morgm@adelphia.net),  Jennifer  Ot- 
tinger,  Michael  O’Brien,  Jim  Pawlicki,  Matt 
Perry  (Oneida  Lake  Basin,  NY:  mperry63@ 
roadrunner.com).  Bill  Purcell,  Tom  Reed, 
Derek  Rogers,  Cameron  Rutt,  Larry  Scacchetti, 
John  Sepenoski,  Robert  G.  Spahn  (Rochester 
area),  Dave  Tetlow,  Harvey  Tomlinson,  Lance 
Verderame  (Sullivan,  NY),  Dave  Wheeler 
(Oneida  Lake  Basin,  NY:  Tigger64@aol.com), 
Alex  Wilson,  Chris  Wood,  Will  Yandik  (Hud- 
son-Mohawk  region,  NY:  wyandik@hotmaiI. 
com),  Matthew  Young  (Susquehanna  region, 
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This  fall  season  was  remarkable  for  two 
reasons:  the  rare  passage  of  a late  Octo- 
ber hurricane,  Sandy,  and  a massive  ir- 
ruption of  northern  finches.  Hurricane  Sandy 
made  landfall  in  central  New  Jersey  29  October 
and  brought  very  heavy  rains  and  high  winds  to 
the  coasts  of  both  Regional  states  27-29  Octo- 
ber; erosion  of  coastlines  was  significant  along 
Atlantic  beaches  and  barrier  islands.  The  entire 
Region  also  experienced  a “super-irruption”  of 
northern  finches,  with  the  highest  numbers 
of  Pine  Siskins,  Red  Crossbills,  White -winged 
Crossbills,  and  Evening  Grosbeaks  seen  in 
many  years  and  record-high  counts  for  some 
locations.  The  Kiptopeke  Songbird  Banding 
Station  operated  for  its  fiftieth  consecutive  fall, 
from  15  August  through  1 1 September,  and  the 
Kiptopeke  Hawkwatch  celebrated  its  thirty- 
sixth  autumn,  31  August  through  30  Novem- 
ber. Highlights  of  the  season  included  Western 
Grebe,  Herald  Petrel,  five  Black-capped  Petrels, 
Brown  Booby,  Swainsons  Hawk,  Northern  Lap- 
wing, three  Long-billed  Curlews,  Black-tailed 
Godwit,  two  Ruffs,  Sabines  Gull,  South  Polar 
Skua,  three  Says  Phoebes,  and  extremely  late 
Black-necked  Stilts,  Connecticut  Warbler,  Phil- 
adelphia Vireo,  and  Blue  Grosbeak.  In  addition 
to  our  many  individual  contributors,  we  thank 
Adam  D’Onofrio,  Dan  Perkuchin,  jo  Solem, 
and  Bill  Williams  for  their  assistance  in  compil- 
ing and  interpreting  this  seasons  records. 

Abbreviations:  Back  Bay  (Back  Bay  N.WR., 
Virginia  Beach,  VA);  Bay  (Chesapeake  Bay); 
C.B.B.T.  (Chesapeake  Bay  Bridge-Tunnel, 
Northampton,  VA);  Chine.  (Chincoteague 
N.WR.,  Accomack,  VA);  Craney  (Craney  Is- 
land, Portsmouth,  VA);  E.S.VN.WR.  (Eastern 
Shore  of  Virginia  N.WR.,  Northampton):  Hog 
(Hog  Island  WM.A.,  Surry):  Kipt.  (Kiptopeke 
S.P,  Northampton). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  PELICANS 

Greater  White-fronted  Goose  is  more  often 


found  in  winter  than  fall,  and  this 
season  was  no  exception,  as  only  2 
were  reported:  one  in  Queen  Anne’s, 
MD  21  Oct  (JW)  and  another  in 
Charles  City,  VA  24  Nov  (ph.  ABr). 
A probable  Ross’s  Goose  x Snow 
Goose  hybrid  was  found  in  King 
William,  VA  23  Nov  with  a flock  of 
1600  Canada  Geese  and  a Cackling 
Goose  (ph.  FA).  Numerous  Brant 
were  displaced  by  Hurricane  Sandy. 
In  Maryland,  the  majority  of  extra- 
limital/unusual  reports  came  from 
locations  along  the  Bay,  with  other  reports 
from  along  the  Potomac  and  Susquehanna 
Rivers.  The  highest  count  of  storm-displaced 
birds  was  140  at  Port  Deposit,  Cecil,  MD  30 
Oct  (MJl  et  al);  the  highest  count  in  D.C.  was 
2 on  the  Potomac  River  30  Oct  (EH).  One 
inland  bird  was  found  at  Fulton  Pond,  How- 
ard, MD  30  Oct  (KS,  m.ob.),  making  the  first 
county  record  since  1959.  A Brant  with  a Can- 
ada Goose  flock  at  Bristol  13  Nov  (WC)  made 
only  the  third  record  for  Virginia’s  Mountains 
and  Valleys  province.  A Tundra  Swan,  possi- 
bly injured,  was  seen  at  Perryville  Community 
Park,  Cecil,  MD  17-24  Aug  (LJ,  m.ob.).  Virginia 
had  notable  counts  of  2305  Gadwalls  at  Back 
Bay  6 Nov  QG)  and  3109  Northern  Shovelers 
at  Craney  1 Nov  (RBe,  GB,  BT).  The  season’s 
only  Common  Eiders  were  a female  at  C.B.B.T. 
16-17  Nov  (AB,  EO)  and  3 at  Ocean  City  In- 
let, Worcester,  MD  18  Nov  (JLS).  Just  as  with 
Brant,  Sandy  greatly  increased  the  number  of 
inland  scoters  in  Maryland  and  D.C.  Most  no- 
tably, birders  found  Black  Scoters  in  eight  dif- 


ferent Maryland  counties  on  30  Oct;  the  largest 
flock,  containing  55  birds,  was  reported  from 
Lapidum,  Harford  (MH  et  al).  To  a lesser  ex- 
tent, Surf  and  White-winged  Scoters  were  also 
reported  in  unusual  locations;  both  species 
were  forced  up  the  Potomac  and  Susquehanna 
Rivers,  but  there  were  fewer  reports  of  White- 
winged Scoters  than  Surf  Scoters.  High  counts 
included  27  Surf  Scoters  at  Lapidum,  Harford 
(MH  et  al.)  and  12  White-winged  Scoters  on 
the  Potomac  River,  Prince  George’s,  MD  (SS). 
In  Virginia,  Surf  Scoter  reports  attributable 
to  Sandy  included  2 at  Willow  Lake,  n.  Rock- 
bridge, VA  29-30  Oct  QPa,  AO,  ph.  DR);  7 at 
Burke  Lake  Park,  Fairfax  29  Nov  (FA);  and  9 
at  Lake  Frederick,  Frederick,  VA  30  Oct  (DC). 

A Red-throated  Loon,  uncommon  so  far  up 
the  James  River,  was  at  Ragged  Island,  Isle  of 
Wight  25  Nov  (NF).  Another,  seen  during  the 
Hurricane  Sandy  aftermath  at  Conowingo  Dam, 
Cecil  30-31  Oct  (MJI,  MH,  m.ob.)  was  notable, 
as  was  one  a month  later  on  Centennial  Lake, 
Howard  28  Nov  (BHi,  m.ob.).  An  exceptional 
count  of  93  Pied-billed  Grebes  was  recorded  at 
Piscataway  Creek,  Prince  George’s,  MD  28  Oct 
(RO).  Having  successfully  oversummered,  a 
Homed  Grebe  finally  departed  Violette’s  Lock, 
Montgomery,  MD  5 Oct  (DCz,  m.ob.).  Two 
Red-necked  Grebes  visited  Conowingo  Lake, 
Cecil,  MD  1 Nov  (TF,  m.ob.).  An  Eared  Grebe 
was  found  at  Castaways  Campground,  Worces- 
ter, MD  20  Nov  (DHa)  while  observers  were 
looking  for  a cooperative  Western  Grebe  pres- 
ent there  19-24  Nov  (SDy,  m.ob.). 

A voyage  out  of  Lewes,  DE  25  Aug  produced 


what  was  called  “the  best  pelagic  trip  in  Mary- 


The  Black-tailed  Godwit  at  Chincoteague  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Accomack  County,  Virginia  represented  a first  state  record.  Found 
by  Bruce  Dudek  8 August  2012,  it  was  subsequently  elusive  but  was  re-located  in  the  same  area  5-6  (here  5)  October  and  was  enjoyed 
by  many  birders  that  weekend  during  Eastern  Shore  Birding  and  Wildlife  Festival  and  subsequently.  Photograph  by  Dustin  Welch. 
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land’s  history,”  with  a Regional  record-high  10 
species  of  tubenose;  11  Cory’s,  one  Manx,  53 
Great,  and  10  Audubon’s  Shearwaters;  85  Wil- 
son’s, 58  Leach’s,  122  Band-rumped,  and  one 
White-faced  Storm-Petrel,  plus  two  species 
of  gadfly  petrel:  Maryland’s  first  Herald  Petrel 
approached  the  boat  shortly  after  sunrise  and 
remained  in  view  for  nearly  an  hour,  followed 
quickly  by  2 Black-capped  Petrels,  then  3 
more,  bringing  the  total  to  5 Black-cappeds. 
Virginia  has  recorded  5 Herald  Petrels  (4  as- 
sociated with  hurricanes),  but  North  Carolina 
pelagic  trips  record  small  numbers  (up  to  17 
per  year)  annually.  Maryland  has  two  prior  re- 
cords of  Black-capped  Petrel,  whereas  Virginia 
has  records  of  about  75,  and  unpublished  data 
from  deepwater  surveys  in  recent  years  indi- 
cate that  the  species  is  a regular  component  of 
the  avifauna,  at  least  in  the  warmer  months,  far 
offshore  of  the  Region.  In  the  wake  of  Hurri- 
cane Sandy,  a remarkable  3 Leach’s  Storm-Pe- 
trels were  found  at  Conowingo  Dam,  Harford/ 
Cecil,  MD  30-31  Oct  (MJl,  m.ob.),  where  they 
m.ade  first  county  records.  One  of  these  barely 
escaped  alive  on  two  occasions:  after  avoiding 
2 Peregrine  Falcons  by  sitting  on  the  water,  the 
petrel  narrowly  avoided  a Bald  Eagle  that  at- 
tempted to  pluck  it  up  like  a fish. 

A Northern  Gannet  was  found  flying  high 
above  the  Susquehanna  River  at  Lapidum  and 
Port  Deposit,  Harford/Cecil  30  Oct  (PD  et  al), 
also  related  to  Sandy.  A subad.  Brown  Booby 
at  New  Inlet,  Northampton  6 Oct  (HTA)  was 
a great  rarity;  Virginia  has  just  three  photo- 
graphic records  of  the  species  plus  one  partial 
specimen.  Rare  during  the  warmer  months,  a 
Great  Cormorant  was  found  roosting  on  Skim- 
mer Island,  Worcester,  MD  12  Aug-2  Sep  (MH, 
m.ob.).  Two  Anhingas  were  found  along  the 
1-95  corridor:  one  near  Old  Richfood  Rd.,  Ha- 
nover 12  Aug  (MAK,  GK),  the  other  on  a stump 
at  a roadside  pond  in  Prince  George,  VA  23  Sep 
(BR).  In  Maryland,  an  American  White  Pelican 
was  found  at  Poplar  Island,  Talbot  8-9  Oct  QR; 
Vincent  de  Sanctis);  three  records  came  from 
Worcester,  including  4 birds  at  Goshen  Farm  8 
Nov  (KGr),  3 flying  over  South  Point  Rd  11 
Nov  (RG),  and  one  at  Castaway’s  Campground 
25  Nov  (VD  et  ah).  Additional  American  White 
Pelicans  were  seen  flying  over  Kipt.  on  mul- 
tiple occasions  29  Sep+,  with  a peak  count  of 
14  birds  10  Nov  (SK  et  al);  a single  was  near 
Fisherman  Island  N.W.R.,  Northampton  17  Nov 
(fide  AB);  and  4 were  at  Dameron  Marsh  Natu- 
ral Area  Preserve,  Northumberland,  VA  9 Nov 
OL,  MJ). 

HERONS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

A Great  White  Heron  continued  at  Fort  Fred- 
erick S.P.,  Washington,  MD  (MJ,  m.o.b.).  A re- 
markable 587  Great  Blue  Herons  were  observed 


from  Kipt.  29  Sep  (SK, 

HTA  et  al),  an  all-time 
single-site  high  count 
for  Virginia.  Post-breed- 
ing dispersal  brought 
single  Tricolored  Herons 
to  Herrington  Harbor, 

Anne  Arundel,  MD  7-8 
Sep  (DHa),  North  Beach 
24  Aug  (TB),  and  The 
Plantations,  Wicomico, 

MD  31  Aug-2  Sep  (JCu, 

JH,  m.ob.);  2 juvs.  were 
a nice  find  at  Hog  3 Aug 
(ph.  AD).  Seldom  seen  w. 
of  the  coastal  plain,  a Cattle  Egret  was  notable 
at  Violette’s  Lock,  Montgomery,  MD  4 Aug  QLS). 
A roost  of  65  Black-crowned  and  28  Yellow- 
crowned  Night-Herons  at  Oyster,  Northampton 
23  Sep  (FSB)  were  probably  mostly  migrants. 
A Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron  at  Skimmer  Is- 
land, Worcester  10  Nov  (MH,  AT)  was  both  late 
and  locally  rare.  With  only  four  sightings  (well 
below  the  11  in  2011  and  eight  in  2010),  this 
fall  White  Ibis  counts  in  Maryland  were  low. 
Virginia,  where  numbers  of  breeding  White 
Ibis  have  increased  sharply  in  recent  years,  had 
a modest  count  of  391  at  the  E.S.VN.WR.  28 
Sep  (FT)  but  an  impressive  21-24  juvs.  well  in- 
land at  Staunton  View  Park,  Meckknberg/Char- 
lotte,  VA  7 Aug  (AD,  PG,  MFo). 

The  thirty-sixth  consecutive  Kiptopeke 
Hawkwatch,  a Coastal  Virginia  Wildlife  Ob- 
servatory project  since  1995,  recorded  15,092 
diurnal  raptors  from  Kipt.  during  884.8  ob- 
servation hours  over  87  of  92  possible  count 
days  31  Aug-30  Nov.  This  was  the  lowest  rap- 
tor total  at  this  site  since  2002  and  was  37% 
below  the  2009-2011  average.  However,  the 
Kiptopeke  Hawkwatch  did  record  two  notable 
records,  including  its  800,000th  raptor  with 
an  American  Kestrel  on  9 Sep  and  its  second 
record  of  Swallow-tailed  Kite  the  next  day 
(SK).  Up  to  4 Swallow-tailed  Kites  put  on  an 
extended  show  sw.  of  Lexington,  Rockbridge, 
VA  10  Aug-8  Sep  (ph.  DR  et  al,  m.ob.),  fur- 
nishing the  first  county  record  since  1890, 
while  another  lingered  for  more  than  a week 
at  Gretna,  Pittsylvania,  VA  30  Aug-8  Sep  (LM). 
Five  Mississippi  Kites  hunting  over  a Dinwid- 
die,  VA  field  2 Aug  (AD)  made  a rare  sight. 
The  only  Mississippi  Kite  found  in  Maryland 
was  at  Merry  Go  Round  Farm,  Montgomery, 
MD  24  Aug  (DCz).  One  of  the  highest  single- 
day counts  for  Maryland  in  recent  years,  an 
impressive  2500  Broad-winged  Hawks  were 
observed  flying  over  Great  Oak  Pond,  Kent  16 
Sep  (WEl,  NMa).  The  first  in  Maryland  since 
2007,  a second-year  Swainson’s  Hawk  was 
observed  at  Swan  Harbor,  Dorchester,  MD  15 
Sep  (GLA,  HTA).  A Yellow  Rail  was  observed 


on  the  open  sand  in  front  of  the 
marsh  vegetation  on  Assateague 
Island,  Worcester  24  Nov  (ph. 
DCz,  MT),  providing  a rare 
photographic  opportunity.  An 
American  Coot  nearly  lasted  the 
summer  at  Northampton  Lake, 
Prince  George’s,  MD  but  depart- 
ed 13  Aug  (RO).  In  Maryland, 
single  Sandhill  Cranes  were 
reported  at  Swan  Creek,  Anne 
Arundel  4 Oct  (TCa,  m.ob.),  at 
Huntingtown,  Calvert  25  Aug- 
28  Nov  (TBec,  m.ob.),  and  at 
Assateague  Island,  Worcester  8 
Oct  (MH,  SH).  Virginia  had  a single  in  a soy- 
bean field  at  Lancaster  4 Aug  (FS,  fide  TS)  and 
another  near  Lexington,  Rockbridge  5 Sep  (ph. 
DR).  A remarkable  6 Sandhill  Cranes  were  seen 
to  approach  but  not  land  at  the  Nazarene  wet- 
lands, Rockingham,  VA  11  Nov  (VL,  WL). 

Several  days  of  powerful  northeasterly  winds 
preceded  the  appearance  of  the  state’s  first  con- 
firmed Northern  Lapwing  at  Back  Bay,  just 
w.  of  the  visitor  center  20  Nov,  discovered  by 
the  ornithology  class  of  Eric  Walters  from  Old 
Dominion  University;  the  students  sorted  out 
the  identification  quickly  and  telephoned  lo- 
cal birders  (ph.  NH,  RN,  EW  et  al),  but  the 
bird  (at  one  point  pursued  by  an  eagle)  did 
not  linger.  A color-banded  juv.  Piping  Plover 
at  Craney  2 Aug  (ph.  BW,  BT,  DY)  had  hatched 
11-12  Jun  at  Grand  Marais,  MI  on  Lake  Supe- 
rior (KDav,  fide  BT).  Forty-nine  Piping  Plovers 
made  a fine  count  at  Chine.  9 Sep  (JBu,  CM). 
The  31  Black-necked  Stilts  (15  ads.,  16  juvs.) 
at  Craney  9 Aug  (RBe  et  al.)  made  the  highest 
tally  of  the  season;  a single  was  still  at  Chine. 
10  Aug  (RLAk);  and  2 were  quite  late  at  Back 
Bay  20  Nov  (ESB,  RLAk,  RBr).  Inland  Ameri- 
can Avocets  included  a single  at  the  Hunting 
Creek  mudflats,  Fairfax  15  Aug  (RO),  5 at  Hog 
18  Aug  (ph.  AB),  and  a lone  bird  near  Lexing- 
ton, Rockbridge  12  Sep  (DR).  American  Avocets 
were  present  throughout  the  season  at  Craney, 
with  a peak  count  of  62  birds  6 Sep  (RBe  et  al). 
A late  Spotted  Sandpiper  was  found  at  Centen- 
nial Lake,  Howard  4-22  Nov  (BO).  An  Upland 
Sandpiper  visited  the  Chesterfield  County  Air- 
port, VA  29-30  Aug  (RSI).  Long-billed  Curlews 
have  been  detected  in  the  Virginia  barrier  is- 
lands almost  annually,  usually  as  singles,  since 
2003  (none  were  reported  2007-2008);  3 were 
at  Hummock  Cove  near  Wachapreague,  Ac- 
comack 12  Oct  (ph.  LS,  RK,  DT).  An  impressive 
flock  of  16  Hudsonian  Godwits  flew  over  King 
George,  VA  25  Aug  (FA).  Maryland  was  treated 
to  at  least  five  different  Hudsonian  Godwit 
sightings.  Most  interesting  among  them  were 
two  sightings  of  possibly  the  same  flock  on  25 
Aug,  when  19  birds  were  first  spotted  flying 


This  Morthera  Lapwing  was  found  at  Back 
Bay  Natisna!  Wildlife  Refuge,  Virginia  Beach, 
Virginia  on  29  November  201 2 by  an  orni- 
thology class  from  Old  Dominion  University, 
furnishing  the  first  accepted  record  for  the 
state.  Phetogmph  by  Lapa  Hed/ar. 
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This  stunning  adult  Sabine's  Gull  was  found  by  Tom  Field  at 
Triadelphia  Reservoir,  Howard  County  and  Montgomery  County, 
Maryland  8-12  (here  9)  September  2012.  There  are  only  seven 
prior  state  records  of  the  species.  Photograph  by  Jared  Fisher. 

southward  at  Fort  Smallwood  S.P,  Anne  Arun- 
del (BH)  and  then,  a short  time  later,  16  were 
seen  farther  s.  on  the  Bay  near  North  Beach, 
Calvert  (TMD).  Virginia’s  first  Black-tailed 
Godwit  was  discovered  at  Chine.  8 Aug  (BD), 
photographed  there  11  Aug  (ph.  RG),  and  re- 
found 5 Oct  (EO).  The  bird  reappeared  spo- 
radically 6,  15,  & 26  Oct  (m.ob.).  A second 
record  for  Swan  Creek,  Anne  Arundel,  a Mar- 
bled Godwit  lingered  16-20  Aug  (BH,  m.ob.); 
singles  were  also  found  on  Poplar  Island,  Tal- 
bot 10-13  Aug  QH  et  al.)  and  on  the  Hunting 
Creek  mudflats,  Fairfax  20  Aug  (ML,  RO). 

A Ruddy  Turnstone  was  a good  find  at  Swan 
Creek,  Anne  Arundel  14-24  Sep  (MJI,  m.ob.).  A 
Red  Knot  flew  from  the  Hunting  Creek  mud- 
flats, Fairfax  into  airspace  over  Prince  George’s, 
MD  17  Aug  (ML).  On  the  w.  side  of  the  Bay, 
2 Purple  Sandpipers  were  at  Grandview  Natu- 
ral Preserve,  Hampton,  VA  24  Nov  (ph.  EM). 
Notable  inland  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  re- 
cords, both  3 Sep,  included  18  birds  at  Charles 
City  (AB,  ABr)  and  16  at  Staunton  View  Park, 
Mecklenberg  (AD,  PG).  A Ruff  was  on  private 
property  near  Damsontown  Rd.  27-28  Nov 
(HTA,  m.ob.);  another  was  nicely  documented 
at  Chine.  30  Aug  (ph.  WH).  A Wilson’s  Snipe 
along  Blue  Ridge  Rd.,  Chesapeake,  VA  9 Aug 
(DD)  reset  the  state’s  Coastal  Plain  extreme  ear- 
ly date  by  three  days.  Four  different  Wilson’s 
Phalaropes  were  found  26  Aug:  one  at  Hurlock 
WT.P,  Dorchester  (JS,  m.ob.),  one  at  Oakwood 
Turf  Farm,  Wicomico,  MD  (SDy,  m.ob.),  and  2 
at  Murray  Sod  Farm,  Worcester  QLS,  m.ob.). 
Wilson’s  Phalaropes  frequented  Craney  9 
Aug-13  Sep  (RB  et  al.)  with  a peak  count  of  17 
birds  on  6 Sep  (BW,  RBe  et  al);  this  is  a very 
high  count  for  recent  decades.  Red  Phalaropes 
were  reported  widely  on  the  East  Coast  after 
Hurricane  Sandy,  but  Red-necked  Phalarope 
reports  were  few:  6 birds  on  the  Susquehanna 
River  at  Lapidum  and  Port  Deposit,  Harford/ 
Cecil  (MH  et  al),  one  at  Piscataway  Park,  Prince 
George’s,  MD  (RO),  and  one  at  Violette’s  Lock, 
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This  Swainson's  Hawk  was  near  Swan  Harbor,  Dorchester  County,  Maryland 
1 5 September  2012,  found  during  the  1 7th  Dorchester  County  fall  bird 
count  by  George  Armistead  and  Harry  Armistead.  There  are  four  prior 
records  of  the  species  for  Maryland.  Photograph  by  George  L Armistead. 


Montgomery,  MD  (DCz),  all  30  Oct.  Earlier 
in  the  season,  2 Red-neckeds  were  at  Craney 
2-19  Aug  (BW  et  al.)  and  4 there  23  Aug  (BW 
et  al).  Red  Phalaropes  were  reported  widely 
in  Maryland  after  Hurricane  Sandy,  making 
appearances  in  six  counties,  most  notably  at 
Conowingo  Lake,  Harford/Cecil  30  Oct-4  Nov, 
where  a flock  of  19  birds  put  on  a show  for 
birders  (MJI,  m.ob.).  A few  weeks  later,  a Red 
Phalarope  showed  at  Chine.  28  Nov  (ph.  RBr). 

GULLS  THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

An  ad.  Sabine’s  Gull  in  breeding  plumage  was 
discovered  resting  on  the  water  at  Triadelphia 
Reservoir,  Howard/Montgomery,  MD  8-12  Sep 
(ph.  TF,  GKi,  m.ob.).  A Black-headed  Gull  that 
has  been  loafing  in  a parking  lot  at  Hunt  Val- 
ley Towne  Centre,  Baltimore  (RR,  m.ob.)  since 
winter  2011-2012  continued  into  the  fall.  Per- 
haps connected  to  Hurricane  Sandy,  a Little 
Gull  was  found  at  Conowingo  Lake,  Cecil  4 
Nov  (CP),  while  the  presence  of  45  Laughing 
Gulls  at  Violette’s  Lock,  Montgomery,  MD  30 
Oct  (DCz)  was  most  certainly  attributable  to 
the  storm.  Two  different  Franklin’s  Gulls  were 
found  in  Maryland,  including  one  at  Harbor 
Hospital  Center,  Baltimore  17  Oct  QCo)  and 
another  at  Conowingo  Lake,  Cecil/Harford 
(TF).  Reports  of  Iceland  Gulls  spiked  as  Hur- 
ricane Sandy  came  through  the  Region,  with  a 
total  of  four  reports  in  Maryland  30  Oct-3  Nov 
(m.ob.).  A drive  down  the  OSV  zone  on  As- 
sateague  Island,  Worcester  13  Aug  (BBa,  MBu) 
produced  215  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls;  the 
Virginia  portion  of  the  island  produced  628  on 
9 Sep  QB,  CM),  a very  high  count  for  the  date. 
A Glaucous  Gull  at  Kipt.  17  Nov  (SK,  ESB), 
seen  from  the  hawkwatch,  was  the  season’s 
sole  report  and  the  281st  bird  species  identi- 
fied from  the  observation  platform. 

An  active  one-egg  Least  Tern  nest  at  Craney 
2 Aug  established  a new  Virginia  late  egg-date 
(BW,  BT,  DY).  Common  Terns  were  another 
species  forced  inland  by  Hurricane  Sandy,  with 


a whopping  50  individuals  reported  at 
Conowingo  Dam,  Cecil  30  Oct  (MJI, 
m.ob.).  Other  Common  Tern  reports 
on  30  Oct  were  restricted  to  the  Po- 
tomac River  in  Montgomery,  MD  and 
Prince  George’s,  MD  (m.ob.).  A notable 
non-storm  related  report  came  from 
Point  Lookout  S.P,  St.  Mary’s,  MD  9 
Sep  OlS),  where  420  were  found  fly- 
ing down  the  Potomac  River,  around 
the  point,  and  back  northward  up 
the  Bay.  A late  Common  Tern  was 
at  C.B.B.T.  3 Nov  (AD,  PG),  and  an 
Arctic  Tern  was  at  Violette’s  Lock, 
Montgomery,  MD  30  Oct  (DCz);  these 
both  could  have  been  displaced  or 
grounded  by  the  storm.  A juv.  Arc- 
tic Tern  was  found  on  the  25  Aug  pelagic  off 
Worcester  (PGu  et  al).  Black  Skimmers  showed 
up  at  several  inland  locations  in  Maryland  after 
Hurricane  Sandy,  including  3 at  Lapidum  and 
Port  Deposit,  Harford/Cecil  30  Oct  (MH,  JLS, 
m.ob.);  one  at  Violette’s  Lock,  Montgomery,  MD 

30  Oct  (TG,  m.ob.);  one  at  Connowingo  Dam, 
Harford/Cecil  31  Oct  (MJI,  m.ob.);  and  one 
on  Hart-Miller  Island,  Baltimore  1 Nov  (KGr, 
RFR).  The  peak  Black  Skimmer  count  was  600 
near  E.S.VN.WR.  28  Sep  (PT).  An  intermedi- 
ate-morph  South  Polar  Skua  was  at  C.B.B.T, 
as  well  as  a Pomarine  Jaeger  and  2 unidenti- 
fied jaegers  30  Oct  (ESB).  Pomarine  Jaeger  was 
perhaps  the  “bird  of  the  storm,”  showing  up 
in  no  fewer  than  nine  Maryland  counties  30- 

31  Oct.  The  two  highest  counts  were  27  from 
Lapidum  and  Port  Deposit,  Harford/Cecil  30 
Oct  (MH,  JLS,  m.ob.)  and  31  on  the  Potomac 
River,  Prince  George’s,  MD  30  Oct  (ML,  m.ob.). 
Two  Pomarines  slipped  by  Cape  Charles  31 
Oct  (ESB).  A Parasitic  Jaeger  was  off  Chine.  14 
Sep  (EM,  LMe). 

A Eurasian  Collared-Dove  continued  at  Re- 
idtown  Rd.,  Washington,  MD  until  its  departure 
on  11  Aug  (ML,  m.ob.).  Two  White-winged 
Doves  showed  up  in  Maryland:  one  at  Fort 
McHenry,  Baltimore  9 Nov  QCu)  and  one  at 
West  Ocean  City  Pond,  Worcester  15  Nov  (SH, 
m.ob.).  An  injured  juv.  Black-billed  Cuckoo 
lingered  at  Centennial  Lake,  Howard  12-16  Oct 
(BO,  m.ob.).  Two  Long-eared  Owls  were  ob- 
served rising  and  hunting  at  Kipt.  9 Nov  (PBo, 
TMD).  A Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  banded  9 
Nov  2010  at  Kipt.  was  recaptured  in  Powhatan, 
VA  13  Oct  (fide  BT).  A banded  female  Ruby- 
throated  Hummingbird  visited  a backyard 
feeder  in  Parole,  Anne  Arundel  30  Oct-15  Nov 
(PTa);  a female  that  overwintered  2011-2012 
at  a feeder  in  Governor’s  Land,  fames  City  re- 
turned to  the  same  feeder  30  Nov.  The  bird 
had  been  banded  28  Jan  2012  and  was  identi- 
fied this  season  through  photographs  (ph.  TM, 
BPe).  It  was  a banner  season  for  Rufous  Hum- 
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mingbirds  in  Maryland,  with  eight  records,  but 
only  3 were  reported  in  Virginia,  including  an 
imm.  male  at  Governor’s  Land,  James  City  17 
Oct+  (ph.  TM,  BPe),  a hatch-year  male  banded 
in  a residential  yard  in  Chester,  Chesterfield  28 
Oct-i-  (ph.  JK;  b.  24  Nov  by  BPe),  and  a flyby  at 
Kipt.  5 Oct  (C.  Brennan).  Maryland’s  sixth  Cal- 
liope Hummingbird  visited  a feeder  in  Tilgh- 
man,  Talbot  15-22  Nov  (VD,  m.ob.). 

Three  Say’s  Phoebes  were  noted  in  Virginia 
this  season;  the  species  had  been  recorded  only 
eight  times  previously  in  the  state.  The  hrst 
was  at  Pleasure  House  Point,  Virginia  Beach 
6-8  Oct  (SC  et  al,  ph.  KR),  the  next  along 
the  Bridle  Trail  parking  lot.  Sky  Meadows  S.P, 
Fauquier,  VA  5 Nov  (PN),  and  yet  another  was 
found  in  Highland,  VA  15  Nov  (ph.  WT);  one 
more  would  turn  up  in  December.  A handful  of 
Western  Kingbirds  showed  up  in  Maryland,  in- 
cluding three  reports  of  singles  from  Worcester 
and  one  at  Milltown  Landing,  Prince  George’s 
16  Sep  (ML,  m.ob.)  A Western  Kingbird  was 
among  380  Eastern  Kingbirds  that  passed  Kipt. 
6 Sep  (SK);  another  was  there  16  Oct  (DG,  NS 
et  al);  one  was  at  the  Cape  Charles  Post  Office 
25  Oct  (ESB);  and  additional  Virginia  reports 
spanned  8 Sep-25  Oct.  Found  in  Nov  about 
every  third  year  in  Maryland,  a White-eyed 
Vireo  was  a nice  hnd  at  Perryville  Community 
Park,  Cecil  4 Nov  (MJ);  the  species  winters  in 
se.  Virginia.  Scarce  on  the  Atlantic  coast  at  any 
season,  a Warbling  Vireo  was  banded  at  Kipt. 
1 Sep  (CB),  the  first  since  2006;  another  was  at 
Sunset  Beach,  Northampton  10  Sep  (ESB).  An 
extremely  late  Philadelphia  Vireo  near  Norge, 
James  City  5 Nov  (BW)  represented  the  hrst 
Nov  record  for  Virginia. 

The  peak  Purple  Martin  count  at  the  Shock- 
oe  Bottom,  Richmond  roost  was  19,500  birds 
6 Aug  (SR).  A late  Northern  Rough-winged 
Swallow  was  found  at  Point  Lookout  S.P.,  St. 
Mary’s  23-24  Nov  (TB,  JKo),  and  one  exceeded 
the  Virginia  Coastal  Plain  extreme 
late  date  by  three  days  at  Kipt.  23 
Nov  (SK).  The  now  expected  late  fall 
Cave  Swallow  incursion  began  with 
27  birds  off  the  C.B.B.T.  20  Oct  (DG 
et  al).  Over  the  following  two  weeks, 
three  additional  reports  from  Virgin- 
ia’s coast  would  surface.  Though  now 
expected  along  the  immediate  coast 
in  fall,  they  remain  very  rare  else- 
where in  the  Region.  Four  Cave  Swal- 
lows clung  to  a Wax  Myrtle  at  the 
College  Creek  hawkwatch  she,  James 
City  29  Oct  (BT)  during  heavy  rain 
from  Hurricane  Sandy:  another  was 
near  Sealston,  King  George,  VA  30  Oct 
(FA);  and  2 others  were  seen  feeding 
over  a soybean  held  in  Charles  City  1 
Nov  (ABr).  In  Maryland,  there  were 


eight  reports  of  Cave  Swallows,  including  one 
that  was  found  at  Governor’s  Bridge,  hying 
from  Prince  George’s,  MD  into  Anne  Arundel  6 
Nov  (RO),  where  it  made  a hrst  county  record. 
Another  6 at  Turkey  Point,  Cecil  17  Nov  also 
established  a hrst  county  record  (MH  et  al).  A 
deceased  Cave  Swallow  was  found  in  a West- 
ernport  front  yard,  Allegany,  MD  3 Nov  (RB). 
Barn  Swallows  that  hedged  at  Washington,  VA 
27  Aug  (fide  RM)  set  a new  late  nesting  record 
for  the  Mountains  and  Valley  province,  where 
the  previous  record  was  3 Aug. 

CHICKADEES  THROUGH  BLACKBIRDS 

A small  number  of  Black-capped  Chickadees 
moved  into  n.  Maryland,  with  most  records 
centered  near  Elkton,  Cecil  31  Oct+  (SM).  The 
southernmost  record  in  Maryland  was  from  Pa- 
tapsco  Valley  S.P,  Baltimore  13  Nov  QCo).  In 
nw.  Virginia,  a more  signihcant  Black-capped 
Chickadee  invasion  was  detected  in  Nov  in 
Frederick,  Warren,  Clarke,  and  Page:  40-80% 
of  the  birds  at  monitored  feeders  were  Black- 
cappeds  (RCS).  Along  with  the  flight  of  hnches 
this  season,  a major  irruption  of  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  reached  the  Region  in  early  Sep; 
the  species  was  widespread  and  abundant  for 
the  remainder  of  the  fall  season.  New  state  high 
counts  included  105  on  Assateague  Island, 
Worcester  5 Oct  (SH,  m.ob.)  and  386  passing 
Kipt.  17  Oct  (SK,  DG  et  al).  Extremely  rare 
so  far  n.  on  the  Western  Shore  of  Maryland, 
2 Brown-headed  Nuthatches  were  at  Army 
Lodging,  Anne  Arundel  10  Oct  (MSt,  m.ob.). 
Lingering  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  were  found 
at  Turkey  Point,  Cecil  17  Nov  (LJ,  m.ob.)  and 
at  Newport  News  Park,  Newport  News  21  Oct 
(PR);  the  species  frequently  lingers  in  e.  Vir- 
ginia into  the  Christmas  Bird  Count  period. 

Bicknell’s  Thrushes  were  heard  while  listen- 
ing for  nocturnal  migrants  from  atop  a park- 
ing garage  in  Bel  Air,  Harford  19-29  Sep  (MH). 


Unusually  late  for  the  Ridge  and  Valley  region 
of  Maryland,  a Gray  Catbird  was  found  at 
Rocky  Gap  S.P,  Allegany  19  Nov  (BBa,  MBu). 
Single  Lapland  Longspurs  were  at  Kipt.  25  & 
26  Nov  (SK,  ESB),  and  Maryland  had  three 
reports;  one  along  Oland  Rd.,  Frederick  (Betsy 
Bangert,  Michael  Burchett),  8 along  Lilypons 
Rd.,  Frederick  30  Nov  (GMa),  and  one  along 
Jasontown  Rd.,  Carroll  25  Nov  (RR).  Single 
Snow  Buntings  were  at  Swan  Harbor,  Harford 
17  Nov  (TCa  et  al),  at  Reddish  Knob,  Augusta 
4 Nov  (VL,  GM),  near  Chesconessex,  Accomack 
21  Nov  (Lynn  Gillingham),  and  at  Willow 
Lake,  Rockbridge  17-18  Nov  (WT).  Two  Snow 
Buntings  were  also  at  Big  Meadow,  Shenan- 
doah N.P.,  Madison,  VA  4 Nov  (ph.  BHo);  and 
a flock  of  30-35  made  an  excellent  find  at  Big 
Meadows,  Shenandoah  N.P,  Madison  24  Nov 
(TMD). 

Late  Ovenbirds,  both  singles,  were  found  at 
the  E.S.VN.WR.  4 Nov  (DY)  and  Loch  Raven 
Reservoir,  Baltimore  23  Nov  (KC).  A very  late 
Blue-winged  Warbler  was  at  Northampton 
Lake,  Prince  George’s,  MD  8-9  Oct  (RO).  Re- 
ported very  rarely  in  the  Region,  particularly 
in  the  Piedmont,  a Lawrence’s  Warbler  was 
nicely  documented  on  the  Rockfish  Valley 
Trail,  Nelson,  VA  13  Sep  (ph.  MF).  Late  Black- 
and-white  Warblers  were  at  Susquehanna  S.P, 
Harford  25  Nov  (WC,  m.ob.).  Mainland  Farm, 
James  City  4 Nov  (BW),  and  Weyanoke  Sanc- 
tuary, Norfolk,  VA  17  Nov  (EE).  This  fall  saw 
more  Connecticut  Warbler  reports  than  any  in 
recent  memory.  In  Maryland,  there  were  re- 
ports in  12  counties  and  in  Virginia,  at  least  a 
dozen,  all  singles,  were  recorded  2 Sep-7  Oct. 
An  ad.  male  Connecticut  Warbler  showed 
up  very  late  at  Carroll  Park,  Baltimore  2 Nov 
(ph.  MH).  The  season’s  hrst  substantial  pas- 
serine flight  on  the  coast  delivered  about  500 
American  Redstarts  and  350  Northern  Paru- 
las  through  E.S.VN.WR.  and  Sunset  Beach, 
Northampton  on  the  morning  of  10 
Sep  (ESB,  PBo,  TMD,  Roberta  Kel- 
1am).  A fallout  of  at  least  43  Black- 
poll  Warblers  was  witnessed  at  City 
Pt.,  Hopewell  VA  21  Oct  (AB,  ABr). 
An  Audubon’s  Warbler  was  nicely 
photographed  at  Sunset  Beach, 
Northampton  18-21  Oct  (ph.  DG, 
GLA,  GK,  MAK,  m.ob.);  the  bird  was 
unusual  in  persisting  in  an  area  that 
normally  serves  as  a brief  stopover 
site  for  reverse  migrants  in  autum. 
This  subspecies  has  been  verihed 
only  once  before  in  the  county  and 
perhaps  a half-dozen  other  times  in 
the  state. 

An  “interesting  sparrow”  found  at 
Mount  Pleasant  Farm,  Howard  25  Oct 
(KD,  HP)  was  determined  to  be  a Le 


The  beaches  of  Assateague  Island,  Worcester  County,  Maryland  are  not  normally  the  setting 
for  Yellow  Rails;  this  bird  was  flushed  24  November  2012  in  the  dunes  by  chance  but  posed 
obiigingly  before  making  its  way  back  to  the  marshes.  Photograph  by  Dave  Czaplak. 
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Contes  (RR).  At  least  7 Lark  Sparrow  spanned 

18  Aug-30  Sep  at  the  expected  Virginia  coastal 
locations,  where  the  species  is  rare  but  regular; 
5 were  found  at  Assateague  Island,  Worcester 

16  Aug-27  Oct  (m.ob.).  In  Virginia,  at  least  5 
Lark  Sparrows  were  noted  inland,  where  the 
species  is  much  rarer.  A well-documented 
Nelson’s  Sparrow  at  Lake  Shenandoah,  Rock- 
ingham, VA  4 Nov  (ph.  DL,  GMo)  made  an  un- 
usual Mountains  and  Valleys  record.  A 19  Oct 
survey  of  Poquoson,  VA  marshes  from  Messick 
Pt.  produced  19  Nelson’s,  4 Saltmarsh,  and  3 
Seaside  Sparrows  (DY).  The  same  day,  30  Nel- 
son’s Sparrows  were  at  Bull’s  Farm,  Northamp- 
ton (FMS,  DG,  GLA  et  al.).  A White-crowned 
Sparrow  at  Kipt.  28  Sep  (SK  et  al.)  preceded 
the  species’  normal  10  Oct  arrival  date  by  a 
dozen  days  and  was  the  first  of  many  on  the 
coast. 

A male  Western  Tanager  returned  to  a back- 
yard buffet  banquet  at  Settler’s  Mill,  James  City, 
VA  13  Nov+  for  its  fifth  consecutive  year  (BW). 
A Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  was  carefully  identi- 
fied in  a Ferndale  yard,  Anne  Amndel  24  Nov 
(E&SA).  A Blue  Grosbeak  at  fogbound  Kipt. 

19  Nov  (FSB,  SK,  BW)  was  well  beyond  that 
species’  31  Oct  extreme  late  date  for  Virginia; 
another  was  found  at  the  Ocean  City  Airport, 
Worcester  20-23  Nov  (DHa,  m.ob.).  A female 
Painted  Bunting  was  at  a Chesapeake  feeder 

17  Nov  (ph.  KK).  A very  late  Bobolink  was  at 
Bell  Isle  S.P,  Lancaster,  VA  17  Nov  (PD).  An  ad. 
male  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  discovered 
at  Flart-Miller  Island,  Baltimore  17  Sep+  (KGr, 
RFR,  m.ob.),  where  it  was  consistently  found 
on  weekly  surveys  for  the  duration  of  its  stay. 
Two  male  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  were  in 
a mixed  flock  with  cowbirds  and  starlings  at 
Cape  Charles,  VA  3 Oct  (LS,  ph.  FSB);  a young 
female  was  in  Cape  Charles  15  Oct  (FSB).  A 
Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  reported  near 
Blue  Bill  Lane,  Accomack  9 Oct  (LG);  and  a 
young  male  was  at  the  Roanoke  sewage  ponds 
27-30  Sep  (RBr  et  al.). 

FINCHES  THROUGH  EXOTICS 

Taken  as  a whole,  the  flight  of  northern  finches 
into  the  Region  was  probably  unprecedent- 
ed; for  instance,  observers  at  Kipt.  and  Cape 
Charles  enjoyed  studies  of  eight  Fringillid  spe- 
cies on  both  18  & 19  Nov  (SK,  BT,  BW,  FSB  et 
al).  We  know  of  no  historical  reports  of  such 
a “grand  slam”  in  the  Middle  Atlantic  region, 
where  crossbills,  redpolls,  and  Fvening  Gros- 
beaks are  normally  scarce,  and  where  a co-ir- 
ruption has  not  occurred  for  about  40  years.  Of 
course,  since  the  1970s,  technologies  for  docu- 
menting birds  have  improved  immensely,  and 
ten  Types  of  Red  Crossbill  (and  four  of  Fve- 
ning Grosbeak)  have  been  described  in  North 
America  only  in  recent  decades.  Observers  in 


One  of  three  found  in  Virginia  in  fall  2012,  this  Say's  Phoebe 
was  present  at  Pleasure  House  Point,  Virginia  Beach  6-8  (here 
7)  October;  Virginia  Beach  has  one  other  record  of  the  species, 
from  1957.  Photograph  by  Xeith  Roberts. 

Maryland  and  Virginia  carefully  documented 
their  finds  with  audio-recordings,  permitting 
the  identification  of  three  new  Red  Crossbill 
Types  for  Virginia. 

A Purple  Finch  at  Bridgewater,  Rockingham, 
VA  24  Sep  (BBe)  made  the  first  of  the  season. 
Thereafter,  moderate  numbers  were  reported 
across  the  Region,  though  80  made  a very  high 
count  for  recent  decades  at  Kipt.  11  Nov  (SK 
et  al).  The  high  count  in  Maryland  was  30  at 
Davidsonville  Park,  Anne  Arundel  8 Oct  (BH 
et  al.).  In  Virginia,  the  first  Red  Crossbill  of 
the  season  passed  Sunset  Beach  11  Oct  (FSB, 
RLAk),  piquing  expectations  that  others  might 
follow,  and  they  did,  in  unprecedented  num- 
bers. Over  the  period  8-30  Nov,  for  example, 
1085  were  observed  passing  Kipt.  (29  addi- 
tional flocks  were  heard  but  not  seen),  with 
a one-day  high  of  270-1-  on  20  Nov  (SK,  FSB 
et  al.),  and  records  of  large  numbers  extended 
into  Jan,  for  a seasonal  total  of  2334  (2975, 
if  adjusted  for  heard-only  birds).  Analysis  of 
recordings  indicate  most  Red  Crossbill  were 
of  Type  3 and  Type  10,  with  a single  Type  4 
documented  30  Nov  (SK,  RLAn);  none  of  these 
Types  had  ever  been  reported  in  Virginia  pre- 
viously (see  Kolbe,  S.  R.,  and  F.  S.  Brinkley. 
2013.  The  2012-2013  irruption  of  finches 
[Fringillidae]  as  monitored  at  Kiptopeke  State 
Park,  Northampton  County,  Virginia.  Raven 
84:  32-46).  The  first  Red  Crossbill  in  Maryland 
was  detected  near  North  Beach,  Anne  Arundel 
2 Sep  (TMD).  By  the  end  of  the  season,  this 
species  had  been  found  in  14  of  the  23  Mary- 
land counties,  with  the  largest  flock  totaling 
23  birds  at  Assateague  Island  20  Nov  (JLS). 
Of  the  Maryland  reports  identified  to  Type,  3 
birds  were  Type  10  and  12  were  Type  3.  White- 
winged Crossbills  were  even  more  widespread 


than  Red  Crossbills,  with  16  Maryland  coun- 
ties represented.  Though  peaking  about  two 
weeks  later  than  Red  Crossbills,  White-winged 
Crossbills  appeared  on  about  twice  as  many 
checklists.  The  White-winged  Crossbill  peak 
count  at  Kipt.  was  7 birds  4 Nov,  including  6 at 
Kipt.  (SK)  and  a single  in  Cape  Charles  (FSB), 
but  larger  flocks  would  follow  there  in  Decem- 
ber. At  least  seven  more  reports  of  the  same 
species  came  from  Virginia,  topping  out  with  a 
flock  of  13  at  Big  Meadows,  Shenandoah  N.R, 
Madison  24  Nov  (TMD);  unprecedented  for 
Suffolk,  VA  were  2 White-wingeds  along  Jeri- 
cho Ditch  Lane,  Great  Dismal  Swamp  N.W.R. 
22  Nov  (FF,  NF,  Don  Schwab). 

There  were  approximately  10  reports  of 
Common  Redpolls  in  Maryland,  including  one 
individual  seen  on  a pelagic  about  80  km  off- 
shore of  Ocean  City,  Worcester  17  Nov  (PGu 
et  al.).  Common  Redpoll  reports  in  Virginia 
included  7 total  passing  Kipt.  14-21  Nov  (SK, 
FSB  et  al.);  3 in  Cape  Charles  19  Nov  (ph.  FSB); 
1-3  birds  at  Blandy  Fxperimental  Farm,  Clarke 
17-18  Nov  QT,  WH);  and  a single  at  Huntley 
Meadows,  Fairfax  22  Nov  (KG  et  al.).  Siskin 
numbers  surged  in  mid-Oct  at  several  loca- 
tions. Counts  of  250-t-  birds  occurred  on  sev- 
eral Oct  dates  at  Kipt.,  for  example,  and  1900-1- 
were  tallied  31  Oct-2  Nov  (SK).  Pine  Siskins 
were  similarly  common  in  Maryland,  with  nine 
reports  each  exceeding  100  birds.  The  first  sig- 
nificant Fvening  Grosbeak  irruption  since  the 
late  1990s  began  with  11  birds  flying  over  a 
private  residence  in  Flkton,  Cecil  24  Oct  (SM). 
The  irruption  petered  out  in  the  third  week 
of  Nov,  after  most  birders  got  a chance  to  en- 
joy cooperative  birds  at  feeders  in  Howard  26 
Oct-1  Nov  (RR,  m.ob.)  and  Harford  17  Nov-i- 
(LF,  m.ob.).  In  Virginia,  Fvening  Grosbeaks 
irrupted  in  Nov,  particularly  along  the  coast, 
where  they  were  detected  at  Kipt.  almost  daily 
4-27  Nov,  with  a high  count  of  26  birds  6 Nov 
(SK,  FSB).  Away  from  the  coast,  notable  sight- 
ings included:  6 at  Weyers  Cave,  Augusta  8 Nov 
(MHo);  4 at  an  Arlington,  VA  feeder  4 Nov  QA); 
2 at  a Warren,  VA  feeder  13  Nov  (F&AB);  and 
a lone  female  at  a James  City  residential  feeder 
18  Nov  (NB).  An  Fvening  Grosbeak  in  Giles  23 
Nov  was  the  first  on  the  observer’s  farm  in  two 
decades  (TBr).  An  apparent  Furopean  Green- 
finch was  a great  surprise  at  a Pulaski  feeder  9 
Nov  (ph.  MM);  the  bird  is  presumed  to  have 
escaped  or  been  liberated  from  captivity.  The 
species  has  not  been  reported  previously  in  the 
Region.  Two  House  Sparrows  at  C.B.B.T.  10 
Nov  (HTA,  RLAk)  were  the  first  ever  for  that 
heavily  birded  location. 

Contributors:  Lee  Adams,  Robert  L.  Ake 
(RLAk),  Glen  Alton,  Janet  Anderson,  Robert  L. 
Anderson  (RLAn),  George  Armistead  (GLA), 
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Harry  T.  Armistead,  Elaine  & Stan  Arnold,  Fred 
Atwood,  Betsy  Bangert  (BBa),  James  Barnes, 
Nancy  Barnhart,  Mary  Reid  Barrow,  Tom  Brob- 
son  (TBr),  Ruth  Beck  (RBe),  Tammy  Beck  (TBec), 
Paul  Bedell  (PBe),  Tyler  Bell,  Marissa  Benavente 
(MBe),  Bill  Benesh  (BBe),  Frederic  & Ann  Bo- 
gar,  Perri  Borowiecki  (PBo),  Arun  Bose,  Michael 
Bowen  (MBo),  Roy  Boyle,  Virginia  & George 
Boyles,  Calvin  Brennan,  Edward  S.  Brinkley, 
Jean  Brougton  QBr),  Bill  Brown,  Harry  Brown, 
Rexanne  Bruno  (RBr),  Allen  Bryan  (ABr),  Paul 
Budde,  Joelle  Buffa  OBu),  Mike  Burchett  (MBu), 
Tim  Carney  (TCa),  David  Carr,  Linda  Chittum, 
Steve  Coari,  Wallace  Coffey,  Jon  Corcoran  QCo), 
Keith  Costley,  Jeff  Culler  OCu),  Nathan  Cum- 
mings, Inge  Curtis,  Terri  Cuthriell,  Dave  Cza- 
plak  (DCz),  Karen  Darcy,  Kathy  Davis  (KDav), 
Todd  M.  Day,  Vincent  De  Sanctis,  Paul  Dennehy 
Adam  D’Onofrio,  Diana  Doyle,  Bruce  Dudek, 
Sam  Dyke  (SDy),  Wendy  Ealding,  Les  Eastman, 
Walter  Ellison  (WEl),  Elisa  Enders,  Jack  Eswor- 
thy  IV,  Marshall  Faintich,  Tom  Field,  Nick  Flan- 
ders, Mary  Foster  (MFo),  John  Gallegos,  Kurt 


Gaskill,  Lynn  Gillingham,  Paul  Glass,  Hannah 
Glass,  Doug  Gochfeld,  Kevin  Graff  (KGr),  Tim 
Guida,  Paul  Guris  (PGu),  Ron  Gutberlet,  Dan 
Haas  (DHa),  Matt  Hafner,  Natasha  Hagemeyer, 
Joe  Hanfman,  Bill  Hill  (BHi),  William  Hohen- 
stein,  Mariannis  Houff  (MHo),  Scott  Houston, 
Barbara  Houston  (BHo),  Bill  Hubick,  David 
Hughes,  Marshall  J.  Iliff,  J.  Lance  & Maryalyce 
Johnsen,  Mark  Johnson,  Lin  Just,  Julie  Kacmar- 
cik,  Karen  Kearney,  Rick  Kellam,  Geraldine  King 
(GKi),  Barry  Kinzie,  Mary  Alice  Koeneke,  Ste- 
phen Kolbe,  Glen  Koppel,  Jane  Kostenko  0Ko)> 
Krystal  Krejcik  (KKr),  Allen  Lamer,  Vic  Lau- 
bach,  William  Leigh,  Diane  Lepkowski,  Mikey 
Lutmerding,  Gail  Mackieman  (GMa),  Gabriel 
Mapel,  Nancy  Martin  (NMa),  Roger  Mayhom, 
Sean  McCandless,  Larry  Meade  (LMe),  Lexi 
Meadows,  Ernie  Miller,  Stauffer  Miller  (SMi), 
Thomas  Moore,  Clyde  Morris,  Greg  Moyers 
(GMo),  Mark  Mullins,  Chris  Murray,  Robyn 
Nadolny,  Paul  Nasca,  Tiffany  Nguyen,  Ann 
Olsen,  Carol  O’Neill,  Ellison  Orcutt,  Robert 
Ostrowski,  Bonnie  Ott,  Janet  Paisley,  John  Pan- 


cake QPa).  Chuck  Parker,  Howard  Patterson, 
Bruce  Peterjohn  (BPe),  Mike  Purdy,  Jan  Reese, 
Bryan  Rhodes,  Marc  Ribaudo,  Sue  Ridd,  Robert 
E Ringler,  Keith  Roberts,  Les  Roslund,  Phyllis 
Roth,  Dick  Rowe,  Russ  Ruffing,  Jared  Satchell, 
Tom  Saunders,  Frank  Schaff,  Bob  Schamerhorn, 
Lou  Schiavo,  Lauren  Schneider  (LSc),  Kurt 
Schwarz,  Mike  Shank,  Greg  Shupe,  Robert  C. 
Simpson,  Dan  Small,  Fletcher  M.  Smith,  Gary 
Smith  (GSm),  James  L.  Stasz,  Michael  Stewart 
(MSt),  Randy  Suhl,  Sherman  Suter,  Brian  Taber, 
Pat  Tate  (PTa),  Joshua  Taylor,  Wes  Teets,  Dean 
Thompson,  Andrew  Thornton,  Paul  Thut, 
MaryAnn  Todd,  Jim  Valimont,  William  & Cher- 
yl Walsh,  Eric  Walters,  Gerry  Weinberger,  Bill 
Williams,  James  Wilson,  Dave  Youker.  © 


MarkT.  Adams,  2300  Rocky  Run,  Charlottesville, 
Virginia  22901,  (markadamsphd@yahoo.com) 
Robert  Ostrowski,  816  Easley  Street,  Apt.  1525, 
Silver  Spring,  Maryland,  (rjostrowski@gmail.com) 
Arun  Bose,  P.  0.  Box  8807,  Richmond, 

Virginia  23225,  (arun1bose@gmail.com) 
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Carolina  and  whipped  up  winds 
of  tropical  storm  force  well  inland, 
coupled  with  unseasonable  heavy 
snow  in  the  Southern  Appalachians. 
Perhaps  the  most  remarkable  record 
of  the  period  was  the  Region’s  first 
Dusky  Flycatcher,  which  turned  up 
at  the  renowned  MAPS  station  on 
Jekyll  Island. 

Abbreviations:  A.I.S.S.  (Andrews 
Island  Spoil  Site,  Glynn,  GA);  L.S.S.I. 
(Little  St.  Simons  Island,  Glynn,  GA); 
WP.D.  (West  Point  Lake  Dam,  Troup, 


Ken  Blankenship 
Richard  Hall 
Josh  Southern 


Though  autumn  began  with  above-aver- 
age precipitation,  by  October  and  No- 
vember a dry  pattern  had  developed, 
leaving  much  of  the  Region  again  in  drought. 
Mean  temperatures  were  near  normal  or  slight- 
ly below  normal  throughout  the  period.  Hurri- 
cane Isaac  primarily  affected  Gulf  Coast  states, 
but  this  huge  system  sent  bands  of  wind  and 
rain  well  into  Georgia,  producing  shorebird 
fallouts  and  displacing  some  seabirds.  Also 
dealing  a glancing  blow  was  Hurricane  Sandy, 
which  dumped  heavy  rain  on  eastern  North 


GA). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

The  maximum  of  Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Ducks  was  52  at  the  Altamaha  Waterfowl  Man- 
agement Area,  GA  24  Nov  (GK);  breeding  in 
the  state  was  confirmed  at  two  new  sites:  2 ads. 
with  18-20  ducklings  were  in  Lee  3 Aug  (WS), 
and  10-1-  ads.  with  3 young  were  at  Tolomato 
Pond,  McIntosh  3 Sep  (BCh).  Typical  were  lO-i- 
reports  of  Ross’s  Geese.  A Mute  Swan  was  ob- 
served at  Lake  Conestee  N.A.,  SC  18  Nov-f  (PS, 
JK,  m.ob.).  A male  Eurasian  Wigeon  was  at 
Bodie  island,  NC  5 Nov-i-  (BB,  AW  et  al),  and  a 
male  Cinnamon  Teal  returned  to  Clayton,  GA 
24  Oct-16  Nov  (ph.  CL).  An  American  Black 
Ducks  was  at  Lake  Blalock,  GA  25  Aug  QS), 
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and  2 were  in  Whitfield,  GA  27  Aug  (DI),  Sin- 
gle Common  Eiders  were  at  Huntington  Beach 
S.P.,  SC  21  Nov  (ST)  and  Shalotte  Inlet,  NC  24 
Nov  (TP),  and  a group  of  5 Long-tailed  Ducks 
was  on  Falls  Lake,  NC  22  Nov  (TB,  HL). 

Continuing  a trend  on  large  inland  reser- 
voirs, a Pacific  Loon  was  again  found  at  Lake 
Hartwell,  GA  10  Nov  QH,  MM);  2 summering 
Common  Loons  remained  on  Lake  Blue  Ridge, 
GA  12  Aug  (TS).  Impressive  were  414  Pied- 
billed Grebes  counted  at  Lake  Seminole,  GA  25 
Nov  (KB);  easily  surpassing  any  single  site  to- 
tal, it  is  notable  that  only  birds  visible  from  the 
dam  are  represented!  Casual  to  our  Region — 
and  even  less  likely  to  be  found  inland — a 
Western  Grebe  was  at  WED.  23-24  Nov  (ph. 
RM,  m.ob.).  A Red-necked  Grebe  was  at  Lake 
Horton,  GA  11-12  Nov  (KB,  RB).  Dispersing 
Wood  Storks  were  well  represented:  an  excel- 
lent inland  count  of  60  was  recorded  at  Eufaula 
N.WR.,  GA  4 Oct  (WC),  while  4 remained  at 
Sunset  Beach,  NC  24  Nov  (TP,  RVE).  Perhaps 
steering  clear  of  Hurricane  Isaac,  an  ad.  female 
Magnificent  Frigatebird  was  observed  inland 
over  Durham,  NC  2 Sep  QS')  relocated 
an  hour  later  on  Jordan  Lake  (ph.  AI);  more 
typical  were  individuals  seen  from  the  Baum 
Bridge,  Dare,  NC  18  Sep  (DCa,  WL)  and  over 
Charleston,  SC  25  Oct  (CM).  Once  considered 
accidental.  Brown  Booby  is  likely  an  annual 
visitor  to  our  Region  during  post-breeding  dis- 
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Generally  the  less  numerous  of  Georgia's  two  large  shear- 
water species,  this  Great  Shearwater  and  four  others  were 
tucked  into  a raft  of  over  150  Cory's  and  a lone  Audubon's  on 
22  September  120  about  8 kilometers  west  of  Navy  Tower  R4, 
or  about  110  kilometers  off  the  coast  of  Cumberland  Island, 
Georgia.  Photograph  by  Gene  Keferl. 


Perhaps  the  only  thing  more  impressive  than  an  inland 
Magnicifent  Frigatebird  over  a shopping  mall  parking  lot 
would  be  re-locating  it  successfully  at  nearby  Jordan  Lake  to 
photograph  it!  This  feat  was  accomplished  here  on  2 Septem- 
ber 2013  at  Durham,  North  Carolina.  Photograph  byAlilyoob. 

persal;  most  reports  involve  juvs.  roosting  on  or 
near  jetties  among  Brown  Pelicans,  or  offshore, 
particularly  at  the  Navy  towers  off  the  coasts 
of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina.  All  reports  this 
fall  came  from  the  former  state:  one  at  Jekyll 
Island  3 Aug  (KB,  RB);  4 near  Navy  tower  R5 
on  22  Sep  (KB  et  al),  from  which  also  hung  3 
dead  individuals;  and  a remarkable  14  at  the 
same  tower  29  Sep  (BG,  C&PK).  Returning  for 
its  5th  consecutive  autumn  was  a Great  Cor- 
morant at  Lake  Walter  E George,  GA  17  Nov 
(PA  et  al);  another  was  at  Cedar  Island,  NC  28 
Nov  (BB).  An  excellent  count  of  150  Ameri- 
can White  Pelicans  was  recorded  at  WPD.  24 
Nov  (F&RB,  MM),  while  imm.  Brown  Pelicans 
wandered  inland  to  Lake  Lanier,  GA  19  Aug 
(TL)  and  Lake  Nonnan,  NC  6-12  Sep  (RP,  DW 
et  al).  A Glossy  Ibis  appeared  in  mountainous 
Henderson,  NC  19-21  Sep  (WF),  at  the  same 
spot  where  one  was  present  m May.  The  north- 
ernmost report  of  Roseate  Spoonbill  was  of  2 at 
Sunset  Beach,  NC  5 Aug  QE),  while  the  high- 
est count  was  a state  record  132  tallied  at  the 
A.l.S.S.  13  Sep  (TK). 

The  Regional  high  count  of  Swallow-tailed 
Kites  was  40  in  Brantley,  GA  1 Aug  (TK),  while 
above-average  concentrations  were  intriguing 


in  several  w.  North  Carolina  counties  in  late 
Aug.  The  latter  flocks  appeared  to  be  part  of  a 
spate  of  unusual  n.  sightings  along  the  South- 
ern Appalachians  this  fall,  even  reaching  well 
into  Virginia.  The  latter  half  of  the  period  was 
highlighted  by  several  raptors  of  northern  af- 
hnity.  Imm.  Northern  Goshawks  were  seen  in 
flight  at  Alligator  River  N.WR.,  NC  25  Nov 
QL)  and  over  Tyrrell,  NC  the  same  day  (DC, 
HL).  An  imm.  light-morph  Swainson’s  Hawk 
was  reported  in  Orange,  NC  18  Nov  (DC);  fall 
and  winter  sightings  of  this  species  in  South- 
east have  been  increasing  for  a decade  or  more. 
A light-morph  Rough-legged  Hawk  patrolled 
the  marshes  of  Cedar  Island  N.WR.,  NC  25 
Nov  (CA).  Golden  Eagles  soared  over  Hilton 
Head  Island,  SC  5 Nov  (KG),  the  Wilmington 
River,  Chatham,  GA  20  Nov  (DD),  and  Alliga- 
tor River  N.WR.,  NC  25  Nov  (LA,  JL). 

RAILS  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

Single  Yellow  Rails  flushed  at  Santee  N.WR., 
SC  29  Sep  (DCM,  ND)  and  at  North  River 
Marsh,  Carteret,  NC  27  Nov  QFu).  Resident 
Black  Rails  were  heard  calling  in  a marsh  near 
Wanchese,  Dare,  NC  20  Aug  QLe)  and  at  Bear 
Island  W.M.A.,  SC  23  Sep  (DG  et  al).  An  imm. 
Purple  Gallinule  remained  at  Savannah  N.WR., 
SC  8 Nov  (ph.  BC).  A tally  of  5000-1-  Semipal- 
mated  Plovers  was  one  of  several  impressive 
totals  in  an  extraordinary  shorebird  congrega- 
tion at  Ft.  Fisher,  NC  3 Aug  (HS,  GM).  Though 
present  at  the  site  year-round,  161  American 
Avocets  were  nonetheless  outstanding  at  the 
A.l.S.S.  2 Aug  (KB,  RB).  Nine  Long-billed  Cur- 
lews were  present  at  L.S.S.l.  28  Sep  (ph.  JM), 
an  impressive  number  even  for  the  Region’s 
only  reliable  location  for  observing  the  spe- 
cies. Sizeable  flocks  containing  3500-1-  Semi- 
palmated  Sandpipers  and  5500-r  Short-billed 
Dowitchers  were  noted  at  Ft.  Fisher,  NC  3 Aug 
(HS,  GM).  The  outer  bands  of  Hurricane  Isaac 
led  to  several  remarkable  shorebird  observa- 
tions in  Bartow,  nw.  Georgia:  2 Sanderlings 
lingered  28  Aug-3  Sep  (KB,  RB);  42  Semipal- 
mated  Sandpipers  28  Aug  (NF,  JM);  8 Western 
Sandpipers  30  Aug  (JM);  194  Least  Sandpipers 
28  Aug  (NF,  JM);  and  one  Baird’s  Sandpiper  28 
Aug  (m.ob.);  another  Baird’s  was  grounded  in 
Morgan,  GA  29  Aug  (MB,  MJ).  Wilson’s  Phala- 
ropes  were  reported  from  all  three  states,  with 
a noteworthy  high  count  of  16  at  the  A.l.S.S. 
25  Aug  (PM  et  al). 

Two  hrst-cycle  Sabine’s  Gulls  flying  over 
Lake  Norman,  NC  23  Sep  (NG  et  al.)  provided 
the  lake’s  4th  record  of  the  species,  all  from 
Sep;  one  was  at  WPD.  1-2  Oct  (WC).  A Black- 
headed Gull  was  spotted  from  a ferry  in  the 
Pamlico  Sound,  NC  10  Nov  (]W  et  al).  Eclips- 
ing Georgia’s  record  high  count  was  a tally  of 
45  Franklin’s  Gulls  at  WPD.  19  Oct  (WC).  An 


imm.  Iceland  Gull  was  present  at  Falls  Lake, 
NC  17-22  Nov  (PP,  DS).  Showing  no  signs  of 
slowing  their  range  expansion  along  the  At- 
lantic coast,  82  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  on 
L.S.S.L  29  Sep  QM)  were  significant  both  for 
establishing  a new  state  high  count  and  for 
exhibiting  such  a strong  presence  so  early  in 
the  season.  Quite  rare  inland  in  the  Region, 
an  imm.  Glaucous  Gull  was  at  WPD.  19  Nov 
(ph.  JH).  The  peak  count  of  Gull-billed  Terns 
was  160  at  the  annual  post-breeding  congrega- 
tion at  the  Davis  Impoundment,  Carteret,  NC 
19  Aug  QFu).  Inland  observations  of  70  Black 
Terns  and  2 Common  Terns  at  WPD.  1 Sep 
(PM,  KM)  were  almost  certainly  related  to  the 
passage  of  Isaac.  A Pomarine  Jaeger  rehabili- 
tated from  an  eye  injury  in  Jul  was  released  at 
Jekyll  Island,  GA  6 Aug  (fide  TK).  Only  one 
South  Polar  Skua  was  reported,  on  a pelagic 
trip  off  Hatteras,  NC  13  Oct  (BPI). 

White-winged  Dove  sightings  included  one 
at  Folly  Beach,  SC  1 Nov  (FC),  2 on  Tybee  Is- 
land, GA  9-18  Nov  (PM,  m.ob.),  one  on  Jekyll 
Island,  GA  15  6a:  23  Nov  (LT,  BZ),  and  one  at 
Harris  Neck  N.WR.,  GA  26  Nov  (CD).  A pair 
of  Monk  Parakeets  was  present  at  Kill  Devil 


Off  the  Georgia  coast  22  September  2012,  four  Brown 
Boobies  were  present  on  Navy  Tower  RS,  a structure  that 
has  recently  produced  multiple  records  of  the  species. 
Photograph  by  Gene  Keferl. 


54 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


SOUTHERN  ATLANTIC 


This  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  was  one  of  six  banded  30  November 
201 2 in  Lamar  County,  Georgia.  Photograph  by  Rebecca  Byrd. 


Hills,  NC  early  Sep-r  QL);  there  are  no  stable 
breeding  populations  known  in  the  Region. 
Two  Short-eared  Owls  delighted  participants 
on  a field  trip  to  remote  islets  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Altamaha  River,  GA  14  Oct  (m.ob.);  anoth- 
er was  seen  mid-day,  interacting  with  a Red- 
tailed Hawk  high  above  Alligator  River  N.WR., 
NC  9 Nov  (RD)!  It  was  a productive  season  for' 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  at  the  annual  band- 
ing station  in  Lamar,  GA:  6 were  documented 
between  14-24  Nov,  half  of  which  were  cap- 
tured on  the  night  of  18  Nov  alone  (all  CMu). 

A Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  was  an  un- 
expected guest  at  a feeder  in  Kennesaw,  Cobb, 
GA  20-22  Nov  (SB,  b.  JE).  Among  a few  early 
Rufous  Hummingbirds,  an  ad.  male  feeding 
on  jewelweed  at  Roan  Mountain,  NC  6-15  Sep 
(RK)  was  rare  for  a natural  setting:  the  vast 
majority  are  house  guests.  An  imm.  male  Cal- 
liope Hummingbird  enjoyed  nectar-producing 
plantings  in  a backyard  in  Cobb,  GA  18  Nov-i- 
(B&DZ,  b.  KT). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  LONGSPURS 

A calling  Eastern  Wood-Pewee  was  exception- 
ally late  in  Bartow,  GA  19  Nov  (]M  et  al).  Along 
with  the  prevalence  of  cell  phones  with  simple 
voice  recorders  have  come  increasingly  well- 
documented  observations  of  Alder  Flycatch- 
ers: giving  diagnostic  calls  were  individuals  in 
Troup,  GA  9 Sep  (v.r.  JFF),  at  the  State  Botanical 
Gardens,  GA  12-17  Sep  QM,  m.ob.),  and  at  Al- 
latoona  Creek  W.M.A.,  GA  15  Sep  (v.r.  KB,  RB). 
Vagrant  flycatchers  put  on  quite  a show  this 
season.  Even  seasoned  banders  were  shocked 
as  they  carefully  measured  the  Regions  first 
Dusky  Flycatcher  at  the  MAPS  station  on  Je- 
kyll  Island,  GA  1 Oct  (b.  ER  CMu).  Two  Say’s 
Phoebes  were  picked  out  of  the  plethora  of 
usual  Sayornis  suspects:  one  in  Baker,  GA  11 
Nov  (ph.  LG)  and  another  at  Alligator  River 
N.WR.,  NC  24  Nov  (DC,  HE  et  al).  Above- 
average  numbers  of  Ash-throated  Flycatchers 
were  also  detected,  all  singles  in  North  Caro- 
lina’s coastal  plain:  in  Pender  4 Nov  (DH),  at 
Alligator  River  N.WR.  7 & 28  Nov  (BB,  PE), 
and  in  Craven  27-29  Nov  (MG).  Three  Western 
Kingbirds  were  reported  from  the  Carolinas, 
while  a wayward  Gray  Kingbird  was  a one-day 
wonder  at  Oregon  Inlet,  Dare,  NC  22  Aug  (ph. 


LA,  AW).  A pair  of  Scissor-tailed  Flycatch- 
ers whose  nest  was  destroyed  by  a storm 
remained  in  Bartow,  GA  9 Aug  (m.ob.), 
and  another  was  seen  hawking  insects  on 
Hutchinson  Island,  GA  20  Oct  (CC). 

A Bell’s  Vireo  netted  on  Kiawah  Island, 

SC  6 Sep  (b.  AG  et  al.)  was  the  second 
individual  to  turn  up  at  that  site.  Among 
10  Warbling  Vireo  sightings  Regionwide 
was  a very  late  bird  on  Roanoke  Island, 

NC  23  Nov  OU-  The  annual  e.  flight  of 
Cave  Swallows  was  well  represented  by  at 
least  eight  reports,  among  which  was  an 
impressive  high  count  of  33  at  North  Top- 
sail Beach,  NC  8 Nov  (GG).  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  were  spilling  into  the  Region 
as  early  as  mid-Sep,  heralding  a grand  ir- 
ruption. This  season’s  movement  was  fo- 
cused in  the  coastal  plain  and  especially 
on  barrier  islands,  where  the  highest  den- 
sities were  noted,  epitomized  by  remark- 
able maxima  of  50+  at  Carvers  Creek  S.P.,  NC 
20  Oct  (EC)  and  Bodie  Island,  NC  2 Nov  (AW). 
Seldom  documented.  Golden-crowned  King- 
lets are  rare  among  Georgia’s  nesting  birds;  a 
juv.  was  accompanied  by  2 ads.  in  appropriate 
breeding  habitat  at  Lake  Conasauga,  Murray  4 
Aug  (KB  et  al,  ph.  LG).  A Swainson’s  Thrush 
observed  on  Seabrook  Island,  SC  21  Nov  (DG) 
may  have  been  the  same  individual  mist-netted 
on  nearby  Kiawah  Island,  SC  29  Nov  (b.  AG  et 
al).  Considered  together  with  a scant  number 
of  confirmed  winter  reports  in  recent  years, 
this  may  suggest  that  birders  take  an  extra 
look  at  any  presumed  Hermit  Thrush  on  the 
Region’s  immediate  coast  in  colder  months.  Of- 
ten detected  by  its  flight  calls  was  a Sprague’s 
Pipit  at  the  sod  farm  in  Marshallville,  GA  28- 
30  Nov  (ph.  WC),  the  site’s  second  record.  Up 
to  5 Lapland  Longspurs  per  day  were  noted  in 
fields  of  Cabarrus,  NC  4-17  Nov  QLe  et  al), 
and  single  Snow  Buntings  were  at  Burnt  Moun- 
tain, Pickens,  GA  6 Nov  (ph.  JK)  and  Oregon 
Inlet,  NC  9 Nov  QC  et  al.). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Connecticut  and  Mourning  Warblers  were 
sparse  even  by  Regional  standards,  with  only 
3 of  each  reported.  Providing  only  the  third 
record  for  the  Carolinas,  a MacGillivray’s 


Warbler  was  at  Manteo,  NC  11-12  Oct  (acc., 
JL,  AW).  Though  irregular  in  occurrence  in 
late  autumn,  American  Redstarts  are  among 
the  Region’s  later-lingering  Neotropical  mi- 
grants, typified  by  one  this  season  in  Berkeley, 
SC  27  Nov  (KW);  similarly,  a Wilson’s  War- 
bler remained  in  Stewart,  GA  27  Nov  (WC). 
Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  recorded  in  un- 
precedented numbers  in  all  three  states,  par- 
ticularly in  the  interior:  out  of  22+  sightings, 
6 were  banded  and  7 involved  multiple  birds, 
with  a maximum  of  4 at  Fort  Fisher,  NC  29 
Sep-12  Oct  (SC,  m.ob.).  Lark  Sparrows  were 
likewise  well  represented,  with  13  total  re- 
ports. Summer  Tanagers  remained  at  Ocmul- 
gee  N.M.,  GA  13  Nov  (ph.  JF)  and  in  DeKalb, 
GA  25  Nov  QB).  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  per- 
sisted in  Rome,  GA  6 Nov  (AS),  Waynesville, 
NC  26  Nov+  (BCi),  and  Kitty  Hawk,  NC  30 
Nov  QL).  No  longer  viewed  as  accidental,  such 
sightings  of  the  latter  two  species  are  part  of 
an  apparent  trend  of  ever-later  fall  departures; 
winter  records  of  both  are  also  on  the  rise.  An 
ad.  female  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  teased 
out  of  a flock  of  Brown-headed  Cowbirds  in 
Washington,  NC  23-24  Nov  QLe,  KC).  An  imm. 
female  Orchard  Oriole  was  quite  late  at  New 
Bern,  NC  29  Nov  (ph.  MG). 

Both  the  diversity  and  numbers  of  winter 
finches  appearing  by  the  end  of  the  period  were 
strong  indicators  of  a major  irruption  heading 
straight  for  the  South.  Among  10  reports  of 
Red  Crossbills,  six  came  from  areas  well  out- 
side their  core  range  in  the  s.  Appalachians. 
Significant  observations  included  a continu- 
ing flock  of  18+  expected  Type  1 birds  at  Lake 
Conasauga,  GA  4 Aug  (v.r.  KB  et  al.,fide  MY) 
and  2-4  verified  Type  3 individuals  at  Pine  Log 
WM.A.,  Bartow,  GA  4 & 18  Nov  (v.r.  JM,  jrde 
MY);  the  latter  represented  the  first  record  of 


Q A You  might  call  it  the  "Centennial  Olympic  Park  Effect,"  an  annual  fall  phenomenon 
Jrithat  draws  urban  birders  to  this  tiny  greenspace  amid  the  towering  glass  and  steel 
buildings  of  downtown  Atlanta.  Neotropical  migrants,  particularly  warblers,  can  often  be 
observed  virtually  at  arm's  length,  flitting  about  and  gleaning  the  sparse,  manicured  habitat 
for  anything  nutritious.  As  the  season  winds  down,  a pattern  has  emerged:  many  of  these 
birds  do  not,  or  cannot,  leave.  This  season’s  outliers  included  an  Ovenbird  28  Nov;  an  ex- 
traordinary 7 Tennessee  Warblers  and  one  Nashville  Warbler  27  Nov;  a Magnolia  Warbler  20 
Nov;  a Bay-breasted  Warbler  1 5 Nov;  an  imm.  Mourning  Warbler  1 8-21  Oct;  a Black-throated 
Green  Warbler  20  Nov  (GK);  and  a Yellow-breasted  Chat  20  Nov  (all  NF,  m.ob.). 
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A fiock  of  33  Cave  Swaliov/s  (here  1 1 birds)  at  [Jorth  Topsail  Beach  8 November  2012 
was  the  largest  recorded  to  date  in  North  Carolina.  Photograph  by  Gilberts.  Grant. 


this  Type  in  Georgia  and  the  southernmost  of 
its  kind  in  the  e.  United  States  QM).  Far  more 
rarely  encountered,  White-winged  Crossbills 
showed  up  at  two  coastal  sites;  2-7  at  the  Eliza- 
bethan Gardens  on  Roanoke  Island,  NC  21-24 
Nov  QL,  m.ob.)  and  6 flying  over  Corolla,  NC 
22  Nov  QL).  Common  Redpolls,  normally  quite 
rare,  had  already  been  reported  at  five  sites  in 
North  Carolina  by  late  Nov.  Reported  Region- 
wide, Pine  Siskins  fulhlled  their  role  as  irrup- 
tive  harbingers,  with  matching  high  counts  of 
165  in  Forsyth,  GA  10  Nov  QFF)  and  Macon, 
NC  27  Nov  (CS).  Maybe  the  most  telltale  sign 
of  a real  winter  hnch-fest  was  the  return  of  Eve- 
ning Grosbeaks  to  many  sites  in  North  Caroli- 
na; these  once-numerous  invaders  have  proved 
very  rare  to  absent  in  our  Region  for  well  over 


a decade.  Warranting  detailed 
documentation,  reports  includ- 
ed one  in  Caldwell  15  Nov  (fide 
DM);  one  in  Haywood  17  Nov 
(BCi);  one  in  Orange  16  Nov 
(BB);  one  in  flight  over  St.  Ste- 
phens Park  16  Nov  (DM);  3 in 
Granville  17  Nov  (CSo);  several 
over  the  Elizabethan  Gardens 
on  Roanoke  Island  20  Nov  QL); 
one  over  Weymouth  Woods  20 
Nov  (MMc);  one  in  Durham  23 
Nov  (WCo);  and  3 over  Falls 
Dam,  Wake  23  Nov  (AI). 
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I Florida 


Bruce  H.  Anderson 


Mainland  Florida  was  fortunate  to  es- 
cape the  direct  impact  of  any  tropical 
storm  this  season.  Initially  predicted 
to  make  a direct  hit.  Tropical  Storm  Isaac 


moved  northwestward  through 
the  Straits  of  Florida  26  August, 
with  the  center  of  the  storm  pass- 
ing across  the  lower  Keys  only. 
Several  rare  species  were  found 
displaced  on  local  beaches  and 
brought  to  the  South  Florida  Re- 
habilitation Center  in  Broward 
County,  including  a Band-rumped 
Storm-Petrel,  a white-morph  Red- 
footed Booby,  and  a Brown  Booby. 
Eventually,  this  storm  moved  into 
the  southeastern  Gulf  and  headed 
directly  for  the  southeastern  coast 
of  Louisiana.  As  it  passed  through 
the  Straits,  25-50  cm  of  rain  fell  on 
southern  Florida  from  Palm  Beach 
and  Collier  Counties  southward, 
with  accompanying  wind  gusts 
of  51-59  knots.  Passerine  migrants  began  to 
accumulate  along  the  the  northwestern  Gulf 
coast  on  29  August  under  strong  southeasterly 
winds  that  brought  18  warbler  species  to  the 
Duncans’  yard  in  Santa  Rosa  County.  Mag- 
nihcent  Frigatebirds  were  widespread  in  the 


area,  with  115  counted  roosting  in  trees  near 
the  Duncans’  home.  As  Isaac  dissipated  over 
Louisiana  30  August,  the  Duncans  observed  an 
unprecedented  80  shearwaters  from  Pensacola 
Beach,  Escambia  County,  all  moving  eastward 
on  southwesterly  winds  of  up  to  22  knots. 

A rare  early  cold  front  entered  Florida  8 Sep- 
tember with  northerly  winds  of  up  to  17  knots 
through  10  September.  The  effects  were  seen  as 
early  as  7 September,  when  Schunke  reported 
15  warbler  species  at  Phipps  Park,  Tallahassee. 
Afterward,  fronts  moved  with  some  regularity 
through  the  state,  giving  Floridians  a good  fall 
birding  season. 

Sandy  passed  over  eastern  Cuba  25  October 
as  a Category  2 hurricane,  heading  toward  the 
Bahamas,  growing  in  size  and  intensity  to  about 
193  km  in  diameter  with  sustained  winds  of  89 
knots  near  the  center  of  the  storm  spreading 
clouds  over  the  southern  peninsula  of  Florida. 
Although  the  storm  weakened  somewhat  on  26 
October,  it  remained  a Category  1 hurricane. 
Tropical  storm  warnings  extended  up  Florida’s 
Atlantic  coast,  north  to  Flagler  County,  where 
a storm  surge  of  up  to  one  meter  was  recorded. 
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White-cheeked  Pintails  of  unknown  provenance  are  recorded  nearly  annually  in  south- 
eastern Florida;  these  two  visited  South  Dade  Landfill,  Miami-Dade  County  3-5  (here  3) 
October  2012.  Photograph  by  Larry  Manfredi. 


On  27  October,  the  storm’s  center  passed  by 
the  central  Florida  coast  as  close  as  354  km  to 
the  east  of  Cape  Canaveral,  Brevard  County, 
with  hurricane-force  winds  extending  161  km 
from  the  center,  and  gale-force  winds  reach- 
ing the  coast.  Tropical  storm  warnings  were 
canceled  later  in  the  day  as  the  massive  storm 
teetered  between  tropical  storm  and  hurricane 
strength  moving  northwest  away  from  Florida 
paralleling  the  southeast  US  coast.  Seawatch- 
ing during  Sandy  at  Canaveral  National  Sea- 
shore 25-26  October,  Harris  recorded  about 
250  jaegers,  a Brown  Booby,  5 Magnificent 
Frigatebirds,  5 Sooty/Bridled  Terns,  and  a juv. 
Sooty  Tern. 

West  Indian  vagrants  were  scarce  and  in- 
cluded a possibly  wild  White-cheeked  Pintail, 
Thick-billed  Vireo,  Yellow-green  Vireo,  and 
Western  Spindalis. 

Abbreviations/definitions:  big  bend  (the  part 
of  Florida  from  the  Apalachicola  River  through 
Jefferson)-,  FLMNH  (Florida  Museum  of  Natu- 
ral History,  Gainesville);  FO.S.R.C.  (Florida 
Ornithological  Society  Records  Committee); 
Lake  Apopka  (Lake  Apopka  Restoration  Area, 
Orange  unless  otherwise  stated);  N.E.R.R.  (Na- 
tional Estuarine  Research  Reserve);  panhandle 
(that  part  of  Florida  from  the  Apalachicola  Riv- 
er through  Escambia)-,  Paynes  Prairie  (Paynes 
Prairie  Preserve  S.P.,  Alachua);  record  (only 
those  reports  verihable  from  photograph,  vid- 
eotape, or  specimen  evidence);  report  (any 
observation);  S.T.A.  (Stormwater  Treatment 
Area);  S.T.F  (Spray  Treatment  Fields);  Viera 
Wetlands  (Ritch  Grissom  Memorial  Wetlands, 
Viera,  Brevard). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  HAWKS 

while  the  peninsula  experienced  only  a minor 
water  dehcit  by  the  conclusion  of  the  rainy  sea- 
son, geese  and  ducks  arrived  on  time  and  re- 
mained in  good  numbers  throughout  the  sea- 
son. The  nesting  season  of  Black-bellied  Whis- 
tling-Duck extended  well  into  fall,  with  chicks 
reported  at  Lake  Killarney,  Leon  17  Sep-19 
Oct  (Ed  WoodrufO,  Lettuce  Lake  Park,  Tampa, 


Hillsborough  23  Sep  Qohn 
Fagan),  elsewhere  at  Tam- 
pa 20  Oct  (Gail  Parsons), 
and  at  Viera  Wetlands  28 
Oct  (Jennifer  Cenker);  fall 
breeding  is  likely  regular 
for  this  species.  Greater 
White-fronted  Geese  have 
been  increasing  in  num- 
bers in  the  panhandle  an- 
nually, with  one  flock  of 
35  at  Fort  Walton  Beach 
S.T.F,  Okaloosa  8 Nov 
(L&RAD);  2 wandered  s. 
to  Watermelon  Pond,  Alachua  14  Nov  (Dean 
& Samuel  Ewing).  The  largest  flock  of  Snow 
Geese  was  59  at  St.  Marks  N.WR.,  Wakulla  23- 
25  Nov  (BPr,  VP).  In  the  peninsula,  mostly  sin- 
gles or  pairs  were  reported  at  six  locations  s.  to 
Hillsborough  (RN,  Thad  Roller).  Rare  anywhere 
in  the  state,  2 Ross’s  Geese  were  at  St.  Marks 
N.WR.  23-26  Nov  (BPr,  JC).  Late  breeding,  a 
hen  Wood  Duck  and  6 chicks  were  at  Oviedo, 
Seminole  26  Aug  (EK).  Up  to  2 male  Eurasian 
Wigeons  at  Merritt  Island  N.WR.,  Brevard  9 
Nov-i-  (MH,  MBr)  were  the  usual  fare  for  fall 
at  that  location.  Single  drake  Cinnamon  Teal 
were  reported  at  Fort  Walton  Beach  S.T.F  30 
Sep-6  Oct  (MS);  Merritt  Island  N.WR.  3 Oct+ 
(DaS);  S.T.A.  IE,  Palm  Beach  3 Nov  OHB);  St. 
Marks  N.WR.  23  Nov  (AW);  and  S.T.A.  5,  Hen- 
dry 24  Nov  (ME).  Two  White-cheeked  Pintail 
remained  at  South  Dade  Landhll,  Miami-Dade 
3-5  Oct  Qosh  Friers,  LaM);  because  this  species 
is  kept  frequently  by  aviculturists,  provenance 
is  always  an  issue,  and  the  FO.S.R.C.  did  not 
accept  these  as  naturally  occurring  because 
they  were  close  to  human  populations. 

Surf  and  Black  Scoters  arrived  in  above- 
average  numbers,  with  the  latter  species  stag- 
ing an  invasion  that  continued  into  the  winter. 
Surf  Scoters  were  hrst  noted  at  Ponce  de  Leon 
Inlet,  Volusia,  where  Brothers  counted  10  on  7 
Nov  (MBr).  This  species  is  rare  inland,  but  2 
were  found  at  Lake  Elberta  Park,  Tallahassee 
14  Nov  (ES),  and  up  to  6 were  seen  at  Lake 
Apopka  21-23  Nov  (HR).  The  hrst  Black  Sco- 
ters included  30  at  Fort  Clinch  S.P.,  Nassau  31 
Oct  (PaL);  on  7 Nov,  Brothers  counted  100  at 
Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet,  and  200  off  Volusia  al- 
most daily  throughout  the  season.  Oddly,  on 
30  Nov,  100  were  noted  in  St.  Johns,  with  70 
seen  flying  northward  (GDa).  The  Gulf  coast 
had  fewer  numbers  of  scoters  than  the  Atlantic, 
with  a high  count  of  only  6 Black  Scoters  at 
Bowditch  Point,  Fort  Myers  Beach,  Lee  28  Nov 
(VM).  Very  rare  anywhere  in  the  state,  a male 
Common  Merganser  was  photographed  at  J. 
N.  “Ding”  Darling  N.WR.,  Lee  23  Nov  (p.a., 
fide  BAh). 

A Red-necked  Grebe  was  especially  rare  in- 


land at  Lake  Elberta  Park  13  Nov+  (p.a.,  ES, 
m.ob.);  there  are  fewer  than  10  state  records 
of  the  species.  Also  of  note,  an  Eared  Grebe 
turned  up  at  Alligator  L.,  Columbia  30  Nov 
QKr).  An  American  Flamingo  at  Snake  Bight, 
Everglades  N.P,  Monroe  6-11  Sep  (ph.  Carl 
Harrold)  had  been  banded  as  a fledgling  at 
Rio  Lagartos  Biosphere  Reserve  in  the  Mexican 
state  of  Yucatan,  4 Sep  2010  (fide  Pete  Frez- 
za) — the  same  location  where  the  hrst  banded 
flamingo  ever  detected  in  Florida  had  been 
banded.  A moribund  Northern  Fulmar  was 
picked  up  at  Daytona  Beach  Shores,  Volusia  14 
Oct  (MBr;  FLMNH).  At  least  11  Black-capped 
Petrels  off  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  16  Sep  were 
highlights  of  a pelagic  trip  that  also  included 
a Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  and  83  Cory’s 
Shearwaters,  at  least  3 of  which  were  identihed 
as  Scopoli’s  Shearwater,  the  nominate  subspe- 
cies that  nests  in  the  Mediterranean  (MBr  et 
al).  Tropical  Storm  Isaac  brought  tubenoses  to 
Escambia  30  Aug  and  2 Sep,  when  30  unidenti- 
hed  shearwaters  were  tallied,  as  well  as  1 1 Co- 
ry’s, 35  Great,  and  33  Audubon’s  Shearwaters 
and  13  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels  (L&RAD, 
Daniel  Stangeland,  Craig  Litteken).  Elsewhere 
in  the  Gulf,  2 Great  Shearwaters  were  28  km 
off  Clearwater  Beach,  Pinellas  31  Aug,  and  one 
was  18  km  off  there  8 Sep  (Stan  Czaplicki). 
A Red-billed  Tropicbird,  probably  displaced 
by  Hurricane  Sandy,  was  seen  from  Pompano 
Beach,  Broward,  as  was  another  unidentihed 
tropicbird,  26  Oct  (p.a.,  Russ  Titus). 

Brown  Booby  reports  involved  3 birds  on 
the  Atlantic  coast  at  Huguenot  Memorial  Park, 
Duval  18-23  Aug  (Kevin  Dailey);  one  at  Ca- 


Three  Scopoli's  Shearwaters,  the  nominate  subspecies  of 
Cory's  Shearwater,  were  identified  on  a pelagic  trip  off  Ponce 
de  Leon  Inlet,  Volusia  County,  Florida  16  September  2012. 
Photograph  by  Michael  Brothers. 
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Very  rare  in  Florida,  this  Baird's  Sandpiper  was  identified  at  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet,  Volusia  County 
30  August  201 2.  Photographs  by  Michael  Brothers. 


naveral  N.S.  25  Oct  (MH); 
and  another  single  on  the 
Gulf  at  the  Sunshine  Skyway, 

Pinellas  25  Aug  (Rich  Millerh 
Fifty-two  Northern  Gannets 
at  Curry  Flammock  S.E,  Mon- 
roe 30  Oct  (RAG,  TK)  was  a 
high  number  for  the  Keys. 

At  the  same  location,  1800 
American  White  Pelicans 
20  Oct,  and  a total  of  2300 
there  through  3 Nov  (RAG, 

TK),  were  not  surprising,  as 
numbers  of  the  species  winter  in  nearby  Cuba. 
Only  locally  breeding  in  the  panhandle  and 
big  bend,  480  Brown  Pelicans  were  tallied  at 
a colony  at  Apalachicola  Bay,  Franklin  20  Sep 
(RC).  An  early  American  Bittern  appeared  at 
Bunche  Beach  9 Aug  (VM).  Other  migrating 
herons  were  in  evidence  when  253  Great  Blue 
Flerons  passed  Curry  Hammock  S.P  16  Sep- 
9 Nov  (RAG,  TK),  and  200  flew  in  from  the 
ocean  near  St.  Augustine,  St.  Johns  3 Oct,  with 
400  estimated  there  the  next  day  (Diane  Reed). 
In  addition,  7 Great  Egrets  were  observed  in 
migration  about  87  km  off  Ponce  de  Leon 
Inlet  2 Nov  (MBr).  Lone  Great  White  Herons 
wandered  n.  of  their  breeding  range  to  Merritt 
Island  N.WR.  18  Aug  QT)  and  Orlando,  Or- 
ange 21  Nov  (DF).  A White-faced  Ibis  stopped 
at  Lake  Apopka  12  Sep  (HR),  where  regular; 
the  species  has  not  been  reported  breeding  in 
Florida  since  the  late  1930s. 

A Snail  Kite  at  Alligator  Lake  7-19  Sep  had 
been  banded  as  a nestling  at  Lake  Tohopeka- 
liga,  Osceola  (about  176  km  to  the  s.)  in  Jun 
2012  QKr,  JoH).  Two  pairs  of  Snail  Kites  had 
active  nests  at  Edward  Medard  Park  2 Sep 
(BAh,  EK),  where  the  species  is  only  casual. 
A Bald  Eagle  at  Spruce  Creek  Park,  Volusia  26 
Sep  was  seen  to  capture  a Snowy  Egret  in  flight 
(David  Hartgrove)!  There  are  several  coastal 
hawkwatches  around  the  state,  but  the  Flori- 
da Keys  Hawkwatch  at  Curry  Hammock  S.P, 
Monroe  is  the  busiest  and  the  southernmost 
migration-monitoring  site  in  the  continental 
United  States  (<http://floridakeyshawkwatch. 
wordpress.com/>).  Although  about  1650 
Swallow-tailed  Kites  staged  at  Lake  Apopka  3 
Aug  (HR),  only  40  were  tallied  at  the  hawk- 
watch  this  entire  fall,  with  highs  of  12  on 
15  & 19  Sep.  Swallow-tailed  Kites  winter  in 
South  America  and  are  early  migrants,  with 
most  leaving  the  state  by  late  August.  Breed- 
ing in  northernmost  Florida,  only  six  peninsu- 
lar locations  reported  migrating  Broad-winged 
Hawks  in  migration;  the  highest  count  was  12 
at  Sanibel  Lighthouse  Park,  Lee  21  Oct  (VM). 
It  is  amazing  that  the  Florida  Keys  Hawkwatch 
counted  a total  of  7236  Broad-wingeds  this  fall 
(up  from  5831,  the  previous  high  set  in  2011). 


Swainson’s  Hawk  is  another  species  recorded 
in  real  numbers  only  at  the  Florida  Keys  Hawk- 
watch. Swainsons  are  not  known  to  breed  in 
Florida,  though  they  winter  regularly  in  small 
numbers  in  the  agricultural  areas  outside  of 
Everglades  N.P,  Monroe.  This  fall,  migrating 
Swainsons  were  reported  at  three  peninsu- 
lar locations  with  a high  of  only  1 1 at  Genius 
Drive  Nature  Preserve,  Winter  Park,  Orange 
28  Oct  (BFIA  et  al.) — yet  105  passed  over  the 
hawkwatch,  with  a high  of  56  on  30  Oct.  An- 
nual in  Florida,  a juv.  Golden  Eagle  was  over 
Port  Charlotte,  Charlotte  30  Oct  Qeff  Bouton). 

RAILS  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Regularly  pelagic  during  migration,  when  of- 
ten found  feeding  in  lines  of  Sargassum  in  the 
Gulf  Stream,  6 American  Coots  were  watched 
off  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  2 Nov  (MBr).  Becom- 
ing more  regular  in  the  n.  peninsula,  a Limp- 
kin  was  at  Florida  State  College,  Jacksonville, 
Duval  22  Aug  (Phil  Graham).  On  various  dates 
from  17  Sep  through  20  Nov,  American  Gold- 
en-Plovers were  found  in  normal  numbers, 
with  4 at  three  locations  on  the  Gulf  coast  (MS, 
L65:RAD,  Don  Morrow)  and  3 at  two  locations 
near  the  e.  coast  (VM,  MG).  A Snowy  Plover 
found  at  Anclote  Key  Preserve  S.P,  Pasco  9 Oct 
had  been  banded  in  Bay  (a  distance  of  368  km) 
as  a chick  in  2008,  and  had  nested  there  this 
season  but  lost  its  single  chick,  at  two  weeks, 
to  a Gull-billed  Tern!  Also,  at  Anclote  9 Oct 
were  a Piping  Plover  banded  this  year  on  the 
Missouri  River,  and  another,  at  least  eight  years 
old,  banded  in  2005  on  Lewis  and  Clark  Lake, 
both  in  Yankton,  SD  (all  fide  KT).  Sauvageau 
photographed  banded  Piping  Plovers  at  Hon- 
eymoon Island  S.P  8 Nov:  one  is  a female  of 
unknown  age,  banded  in  2005  at  Port  Inland, 
Mackinac,  MI,  on  the  n.  shore  of  Lake  Michigan. 
She  has  been  breeding  for  many  summers  on 
North  Manitou  Island  in  Sleeping  Bear  Dunes 
National  Lakeshore,  Leelamau/Benzie,  ML  Even 
more  interesting,  is  that  she  was  “Rocky’s” 
mate  for  the  past  two  summers.  “Rocky”  is  a 
male  Piping  Plover  that  has  wintered  for  hve 
consecutive  years  on  Crandon  Beach,  Key  Bis- 
cayne,  Miami-Dadc,  his  moniker  came  from  his 


first  breeding  season  when  he 
tried  to  incubate  4 egg-shaped 
rocks  in  a scrape  next  to  the 
true  nest  scrape.  This  pair 
bred  successfully  this  sum- 
mer in  Michigan,  and  “Rocky” 
returned  to  Crandon  Beach 
20  Nov  for  his  sixth  sea- 
son. The  other  Piping  Plover 
photographed  by  Sauvageau 
batched  in  summer  2012  at 
Sleeping  Bear  Dunes  National 
Lakeshore;  the  male  of  the  ad. 
pair  was  killed  by  a pet  cat  shortly  after  the 
female  left  on  migration  and  the  chicks  had 
not  yet  learned  to  fly  (alljide  RD).  This  fall,  the 
first  Piping  Plovers  were  on  time  on  the  Gulf  at 
Cape  Romano,  Rookery  Bay  N.E.R.R.,  Collier 
2 Aug  (3;  TB)  and  on  the  Atlantic  at  Titusville, 
Brevard  18  Aug  (1;  JT). 

Two  early  American  Avocets  still  in  breeding 
plumage  arrived  at  Cayo  Costa  S.P,  Lee  1 1 Aug 
(CE).  Rare  inland,  single  Willets  were  found  at 
Auburndale,  Polk  5 Aug  (CF),  Oviedo  19  Aug 
(PH),  and  Lake  Apopka  31  Aug  (HR).  At  Ev- 
erglades Agricultural  Area,  Palm  Beach  12  Aug, 
60  Upland  Sandpipers  made  a remarkably 
high  count  in  Florida  (Mark  Berney).  As  usual, 
the  few  Long-billed  Curlews  were  singles  on 
the  Gulf  at  Cape  Romano  2 Aug  (TB),  Fort  De 
Soto  Park,  Pinellas  10  Aug-22  Sep  (DSa),  and 
Bunche  Beach,  Ft.  Myers,  Lee  all  season  (male; 
CE);  however,  one  returned  for  a third  season 
to  Joe  Overstreet  Landing,  Lake  Kissimmee, 
Osceola  20  Sep+  (EK,  m.ob.),  where  it  remains 
the  only  Long-billed  verified  inland  in  the 
state.  Long- winged  peeps  are  rare  in  Florida  in 
fall.  Two  White-rumped  Sandpipers  visited  at 
Carrabelle  Beach,  Franklin  1 Sep  (RC),  while 
singles  were  at  Lake  Apopka  9 Sep  (HR)  and 
Merritt  Island  N.WR.  28  Oct  (MH).  Lone,  and 
very  rare,  Baird’s  Sandpipers  were  identified  at 
Merritt  Island  N.WR.  21  Aug  (MG,  DF)  and 
Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  30  Aug  (MBr).  Ten  Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers  were  noted  1 Aug-14 
Oct  at  six  locations  from  the  big  bend  (RC, 
ES,  AW)  to  s.  peninsula  (RoT,  Trey  Mitchell, 
VM,  Stan  Damon).  With  one  or  2 found  per 
year,  a Ruff  at  Lake  Apopka  9 Sep  (HR)  was 
not  unexpected.  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  appeared 
at  their  usual  haunts  in  normal  numbers;  16 
Wilson’s  at  four  locations  included  a high  of 
up  to  10  at  Merritt  Island  N.WR.  7 Aug-24 
Oct  (MBr,  Phyllis  Mansheld,  MH).  Red-necked 
and  Red  Phalaropes  were  in  normal  numbers, 
also,  with  4 Red-neckeds  and  3 Reds  off  Ponce 
de  Leon  Inlet  16  Sep  and  2 Nov  (both  MBr), 
respectively.  In  addition,  a Red-necked  was  at 
Merritt  Island  N.WR.  24  Oct  (MH)  and  a Red 
at  Amelia  Island  S.P,  Nassau  12  Nov  (Laura 
Johannsen). 
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This  leucistic  Blye-gray  Gnatcatcher  was  identified  at  Central  Winds  Park, 
Seminole  County,  Florida  17  October  2012.  Photograph  by  Scott  Simmons. 


The  only  Black-legged  Kittiwake  made  an 
appearance  on  the  Atlantic  coast  near  Marine- 
land,  St.  Johns  23  Nov  (GDa),  as  did  a Sabine’s 
Gull  at  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  24  Oct  (MBr). 
Reports  of  12  Franklin’s  Gulls  were  received; 
Brothers  identified  at  least  6 Franklin’s  in  Volu- 
sia 9 Oct-13  Nov,  while  4 were  found  along 
the  coast  in  the  panhandle  22  Oct-15  Nov+ 
(LK,  Graham  & Annette  Williams,  PaL).  Two 
Iceland  Gulls  passed  through,  with  one  ad.  at 
Canaveral  N.S.  18  Nov  (PH)  and  a first-cycle 
bird  at  Ponce  Inlet  26  Nov  (MBr).  Also  at  Ponce 
Inlet,  Brothers  found  an  ad.  Glaucous  Gull 
29  Nov  (MBr).  In  the  Keys,  35  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  were  counted  at  three  locations, 
with  33  at  Curry  Hammock  S.E  30  Oct  (TK), 
a high  count  that  far  south.  Following  favor- 
able winds,  single  Sooty  Terns  were  seen  from 
beaches  at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  15  Sep  (David 
McRee)  and  Canaveral  N.S.  25  Oct  (MH),  with 
one  inland  at  Paynes  Prairie  27  Aug  (Lloyd  Da- 
vis), possibly  a result  of  Tropical  Storm  Isaac. 
Like  Brown  Pelicans,  nonbreeding  Royal  Terns 
are  increasing  in  numbers  at  some  inland  lo- 
cations, including  44  at  Brandon,  Hillsborough 
6 Nov  (EK).  Although  there  are  reports  annu- 
ally of  SandvAch  Terns  at  the  Polk  phosphate 
mines,  one  photographed  at  nearby  Edward 
Medard  Park,  Plant  City,  Hillsborough  4 Nov 
(RN)  provided  Florida’s  first  verified  inland  re- 
cord. A bird  resembling  a Cayenne  Tern,  the 
eurygnatha  subspecies  of  Sandwich  Tern,  was 
photographed  on  Longboat  Key,  Sarasota  10 
Aug  (Bonnie  Samuelson);  Michael  Brothers 
was  the  last  to  report  this  bird  at  Siesta  Key, 
Sarasota  23  Oct.,  The  FO.S.R.C.  concluded  that 
this  bird  was  more  likely  an  aberrant  Sandwich 
Tern  with  a yellowish  bill.  Another  tern,  first 
discovered  at  North  Lido  Beach,  Sarasota  25 
May  2013  (RiG),  was  thought  to  be  an  Elegant 
Tern;  this  bird  continued  to  be  seen  at  Siesta 
Key  Beach  through  9 Nov  (Bonnie  Samuelson, 
SW).  Some  believe  the  bird  to  be  a Sandwich 
Tern  x Elegant  Tern  hybrid,  possibly  one  from 
the  mixed  mating  and  nesting  of  the  two  spe- 
cies in  Florida  verified  in  the  mid-2000s  (see 
Paul,  R.T.,  A.  E Paul,  B.  Pranty  A.  B.  Hodgson, 
and  D.  J.  Powell.  2003.  Probable  hybridization 
between  Elegant  Tern  and  Sandwich  Tern  in 
west-central  Florida.  North  American  Birds  57: 
280-282).  The  FO.S.R.C.  has  not  yet  conclud- 
ed deliberation  on  this  individual.  Rarely  iden- 
tified in  Florida  single  Long-tailed  Jaegers  were 
described  at  Fort  Matanzas  N.M.,  St.  Johns  1 
Oct  (GDa),  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  24  Oct  (MBr), 
and  Canaveral  N.S.  25  Oct  (MH). 

A Common  Ground-Dove  at  Mead  Garden, 
Winter  Park  24  Aug  0T)  was  a migrant,  as  the 
species  is  not  known  to  breed  there.  Lone,  rare 
Black-billed  Cuckoos  stopped  at  St.  George  Is- 
land S.E,  Franklin  9 Sep  (JMu)  and  Bill  Baggs 


Cape  Florida  S.E,  Miami-Dade  23 
Sep  (MDa).  Probable  immigrants, 
as  they  are  not  known  to  breed 
at  any  of  these  locations  or  regu- 
larly migrate  out  of  Florida,  were 

2 Smooth-billed  Anis  in  Monroe  at 
Fort  Zachary  Taylor  Historic  S.E, 

Key  West  21-22  Sep  (Jide  Rangel 
Diaz)  and  6 more  at  Marquesas 
Keys  21  Sep  {fide  Rangel  Diaz);  an- 
other was  at  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida 
S.E  3 Oct+  (RD).  Reports  of  single 
Groove-billed  Anis  came  from  Fort 
Pickens,  Gulf  Islands  N.S.,  Escam- 
bia 24  Sep  (L&RAD),  Redlands,  Mi- 
ami-Dade 17  Oct  (fide  BRa),  and  St. 

Joseph  Peninsula  S.E,  Gulf  18  Oct 
(fide  BPR).  Another  post-breeding  disperser 
that  occasionally  shows  up  on  barrier  islands,  a 
Burrowing  Owl  visited  Hone)mioon  Island  S.E 
8-11  Nov  (DSa,  EK).  Western  hummingbirds 
were  in  good  numbers  throughout  the  state:  2 
Buff-bellied  Hummingbirds  appeared  far  s.  at 
Naples,  Collier  26-28  Oct  (Rebecca  Galligan); 

3 Black-chinned  Hummingbirds  were  banded 
at  Tallahassee  5,  28,  & 30  Nov  (FD);  and  of  29 
Selasphorus  reported  throughout  the  state,  24 
were  identified  as  Rufous,  including  14  singles 
banded  in  the  panhandle  and  big  bend  8 Sep- 
30  Nov  (fide  FD). 

Still  considered  a rare  and  local  breeder 
throughout  the  cen.  and  s.  peninsula,  migrant 
Red-headed  Woodpeckers  were  in  evidence 
this  season,  with  singles  at  Genius  Drive  Na- 
ture Preserve,  Winter  Park  9 & 15  Sep  (BHA 
et  al),  at  three  Pinellas  locales — including 
Boyd  Hill  Nature  Preserve,  St.  Petersburg  12 
Sep  (DSa),  Honeymoon  Island  S.E  14-16  Sep 
(Gail  Deterra),  and  Fort  De  Soto  Park  16  Sep 
(BAh) — and  at  Matheson  Hammock  Park,  Mi- 
ami-Dade  21  Oct-i-,  with  2 from  8 Nov+  (LaM). 
At  Florida  Keys  Hawkwatch,  Peregrine  Falcons 
stole  the  show  vAth  a record  high  of  3836  for 
the  season  (previous  high  2976  in  2011)  with  a 
daily  high  of  651  on  10  Oct  (fide  RAG). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Rarely  identified  in  Florida  by  voice  or  defini- 
tive photographs,  lone  Yellow-bellied  Flycatch- 
ers were  satisfactorily  reported  at  St.  George 
Island  S.E  9 Sep  QC,  JMu),  Paynes  Prairie  26 
Sep  (fide  RR),  Mead  Botanical  Garden  26-29 
Sep  (PH,  BHA),  and  Hillsborough  River  S.E, 
Hillsborough  30  Sep  (BAh).  A total  of  5 lone 
Say’s  Phoebes  were  verified  at  Astatula,  Lake  30 
Sep+  (Bob  & Leann  Streeper;  for  the  5th  year  at 
this  site);  Tarpon  Springs,  Pinellas  7 Oct  (Tom 
Mast);  Taminco,  Santa  Rosa  8 Oct  (LK,  Larry 
Goodman);  Weekiwachee  Preserve,  Hernando 
19  Oct  (DL);  and  Fort  Walton  Beach  S.T.F  10 
Nov-1  Dec  (MS).  Other  western  flycatcher 


species  also  appeared  in  good  numbers,  in- 
cluding 9 individual  Vermilions  at  eight  loca- 
tions from  Escambia  24  Sep  (B&JC,  L&RAD) 
to  Miami-Dade  13  Oct-t  Q-  Boyd),  and  11  Ash- 
throateds  from  Escambia,  where  3 singles  were 
detected  at  Fort  Pickens  11-27  Oct  (B&JC, 
L&RAD),  to  Miami-Dade  17  Nov+  (]HB). 
Other  notables  included  a Brown-crested  Fly- 
catcher at  Lake  Apopka  28  Nov+  (HR)  and 
Tropical  Kingbirds  at  Bald  Point  S.E,  Franklin 
9-10  Oct  (AW,  JMu)  and  Frog  Pond  WM.A.  8 
Nov+  (LaM,  JHB),  with  a Tropical/Couch’s  at 
Water  Conservation  Area  3,  Broward  29  Oct 
(Karen  Donnelly)  that  had  the  long-billed  ap- 
pearance of  a Tropical  (all  p.a.).  After  several 
years  without  a report  of  a Cassin’s  Kingbird 
at  Lake  Apopka,  one  was  noted  there  23  Nov 
(p.a.,  HR),  while  at  S.T.A.  5,  one  appeared  24 
Nov  (p.a.,  ME,  Charles  Smith)  for  the  5th  con- 
secutive year.  A first  on  the  Volusia  pelagics,  an 
Eastern  Kingbird  was  photographed  26  km  off 
Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  16  Sep  (MBr,  BHA)  as  it 
headed  for,  but  failed  to  land,  on  the  boat.  A 
few  Gray  Kingbirds  wander  inland  every  year; 
this  season’s  singles  dropped  in  at  Joe  Over- 
street  Landing  6 Aug  (CF)  and  Lake  Apopka  19 
Sep  (HR).  Rare  were  a Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  at 
Big  Pine  Key,  Monroe  19-22  Oct  (Adam  & Gina 
Kent);  a Thick-billed  Vireo  at  the  Deering  Es- 
tate, Cutler,  Miami-Dade  17  Nov  (p.a.,  RoT); 
lone  Bell’s  Vireos  at  Matheson  Hammock  Park 
9-29  Sep  QHB,  RoT),  Miramar,  Broward  9 Oct 
(Ken  Schneider),  and  Fort  Pickens  27-29  Oct 
Games  Pfeiffer);  a Warbling  Vireo  at  Cedar  Key, 
Levy  7 Oct  (DHe);  12  Philadelphia  Vireos  state- 
wide; a Yellow-green  Vireo  at  Bill  Baggs  Cape 
Florida  S.E  17  Sep  (MDa,  Elizabeth  Golden); 
and  8 Horned  Larks  at  North  Hampton  Golf 
Club,  Nassau  3 Nov  (Richard  Johannsen). 

Usually  uncommon  to  rare  in  migration  in 
Florida,  2500  Cliff  Swallows  were  estimated 
over  Jupiter  Inlet  Colony,  Palm  Beach  13  Sep, 
with  a count  taken  every  five  minutes  over  a 
four-hour  period  Qack  & Liz  Hailman).  Lone 
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This  Black-faced  Grassqyit  at  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida  State 
Park,  Miami-Dade  County,  Florida  was  discovered  IS 
Movember  2012.  Photograph  by  Elizabeth  Golden. 


Cave  Swallows  paused  at  Fort  Pickens  22  Oct 
(RAD)  and  Fort  De  Soto  Park  19  Nov  (EP), 
while  80  were  at  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  1 Nov  Oct 
(MBr);  only  casual  inland  n.  of  the  extreme  s. 
peninsula,  where  the  species  breeds,  one  Cave 
was  identified  at  Altamonte  Springs,  Seminole 
6 Nov  (PH).  Rare  in  Florida  and  usually  con- 
fined to  the  panhandle  and  big  bend  areas,  at 
least  56  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  invaded  the 
peninsula  at  least  s.  to  Brevard  2 Nov-r  (3;  MH, 
m.ob.),  Orange  12  Nov-i-  (3;  PH),  and  at  two  lo- 
cations in  Hillsborough  4-5  Nov  (one;  Gretchen 
Nareff,  BAh)  and  18  Nov  (2;  Rocky  Milburn). 
Only  five  reports  ofWood  Thrushes  (MBr,  John 
Hutchison,  BHA,  PH,  BAh,  RoS)  were  received 
from  the  peninsula,  very  low  for  fall.  First  re- 
ported with  young  in  summer  2012,  a total  of 
8 Common  Mynas  at  Milton,  Santa  Rosa  28  Oct 
included  both  ads.  and  imms.  (Nelda  Seever, 
Peggy  Baker);  this  panhandle  location  is  about 
735  km  from  the  nearest  known  established 
population  at  Clewiston,  Hendry  in  the  s.  pen- 
insula. Always  rare  and  local,  Sprague’s  Pipits 
were  identified  at  Fort  Walton  Beach  S.T.E 
8-15  Nov  (one;  RAD),  Apalachicola  9 Nov-t-  (4; 
JMu),  and  Kanapaha  Prairie,  Alachua  29  Nov 
(one;  RR)  for  the  second  year  in  the  peninsula. 
A Cedar  Waxwing  at  Melbourne  Beach,  Brevard 
26  Sep  (Andy  Bankert)  was  very  early.  Casual 
in  Florida,  a Lapland  Longspur  visited  Hickory 
Mound  Impoundment,  Taylor  2-6  Nov  (Sharon 
Hester,  JMu),  while  a Snow  Bunting  loitered  at 
Canaveral  N.S.  17  Nov-r  (Bob  Sicolo  et  al,  J. 
Greenlaw). 

An  Ovenbird  captured  at  Bill  Baggs  Cape 
Florida  S.P  15  Oct  had  been  banded  as  a 
hatch-year  bird  22  Sep  2004  (MDa).  Other 
noteworthy  warblers  this  fall  were;  14  reports 
of  Golden- winged  Warbler  and  13  of  Blue- 
wmged  Warbler  statewide,  in  addition  to  a 
hybrid  (Brewster’s  Warbler)  at  Walt  Disney 
World,  Orange  9 Oct  (]T);  28  banded  Swain- 
son’s  Warblers  at  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida  S.P. 
16  Aug-24  Oct  (MDa),  in  addition  to  11  other 
reports  of  the  species  in  the  peninsula  and 
Keys  22  Aug-8  Nov,  all  of  singles;  13  reports 
of  Nashville  Warbler  in  the  peninsula  and  the 


Keys  7 Sep-25  Nov,  all  singles  except  3 at 
Fort  De  Soto  Park  10  Sep  (EP);  a Connecticut 
Warbler  at  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida  S.P  3 Oct 
(MDa);  a MacGillivray’s  Warbler  at  Enchant- 
ed Forest  Park,  Miami-Dade  9 Oct  (p.a.,  Jim 
King),  with  possibly  a second  at  Tropical  Park, 
Miami-Dade  27  Nov+  (LaM);  3 Mourning  War- 
blers at  Gulf  Breeze  30  Aug-29  Sep  (L&RAD); 
15  reports  of  Cerulean  Warbler  in  the  penin- 
sula 13  Aug-21  Sep,  all  of  singles  except  6 at 
Sawgrass  Lake  Park,  Pinellas  19-23  Aug  and  2 
there  9-10  Sep  (EH,  RoS)  and  10  at  James  E. 
Grey  Preserve,  New  Port  Richey,  Pasco  9 Sep 
(KT);  lone  Blackpoll  Warblers  at  Fairchild 
Tropical  Garden,  Miami-Dade  6 Oct  QHB)  and 
Harry  R Leu  Gardens,  Orlando  11  Oct  (]T); 
an  Audubon’s  Warbler  at  Sanibel  Lighthouse 
Park  5 Oct  (p.a.,  VM);  11  reports  of  Canada 
Warblers  in  the  peninsula  29  Aug-6  Oct,  all  of 
singles  except  2 at  St.  Petersburg  10  Sep  (EH); 
eight  reports  of  Wilson’s  Warbler  statewide 
10  Sep-15  Nov,  all  of  singles  except  6 at  St. 
George  Island  S.P  2 Oct  QoH,  Steve  Nesbitt, 
JMu)  and  2 at  Tallahassee  3 Nov  (ES).  A female 
Western  Spindalis  at  Virginia  Key,  Miami-Dade 
remained  28  Nov-r  (RD). 

Sparrows  of  interest  included;  24  reports  of 
Clay-colored  Sparrows  statewide  28  Aug  (at 
Gainesville,  Alachua'  Mary  Schubert)  through 
17  Nov,  all  of  singles  except  at  four  locations 
with  a top  count  of  4 at  Bald  Point  S.P.  4 Oct 
(JMu);  14  reports  of  Lark  Sparrows  statewide 
13  Aug-10  Nov,  all  of  singles;  lone  Le  Con- 
te’s Sparrows  at  Daytona  Beach  4 Nov  (MBr), 
Gulf  Harbors  G.C.,  Pasco  10  Nov  (Melissa 
Vetricek),  and  Lake  Woodruff  N.WR.,  Volusia 
15  Nov  (HR);  a Saltmarsh  Sparrow  banded 
at  Shell  Key  Preserve,  Pinellas  4 Nov  (Lauren 
Deaner);  and  4 single  imm.  Seaside  Sparrows 
at  Merritt  Island  N.WR.  5 Aug  (Lawrence  Tay- 
lor), Cypress  Point  Park,  Tampa  1 1 Sep  (Char- 
lie Fisher),  Daytona  Beach  14  Sep  (fide  MBr), 
and  Fort  De  Soto  Park  16  Sep  (Claire  Herzog); 
and  lone  Lincoln’s  Sparrows  at  Lake  Seminole 
Park  1-6  Nov  (Colin  Gjervold),  Lake  Apopka 
4 Nov  (HR),  Gulf  Harbors  7-8  Nov  (DSa,  KT), 
and  Possum  Branch  Preserve,  Safety  Harbor, 
Pinellas  8-11  Nov  Oini  Wells).  Single  Western 
Tanagers  were  reported  at  Gulf  Breeze  9 Sep 
(JC)  and  Fort  Pickens  23  Sep  (B&JC),  'with  2 
at  St.  George  Island  S.P  10  Sep  (GDa).  Only 
casual  in  Florida,  a Black-headed  Grosbeak 
paused  at  Carrabelle  Beach  22  Oct  (Cheryl 
Griffin).  For  only  the  second  time,  a pre- 
sumed Indigo  Bunting  x Painted  Bunting 
hybrid  male  was  recorded  in  Florida,  photo- 
graphed at  Redlands,  Miami-Dade  5 Nov  (fide 
BRa).  South  of  the  kno-wn  Florida  breeding 
range,  lone  Painted  Buntings  were  early  at 
Vero  Beach,  Indian  River  14  Aug  (Billi  Wag- 
ner); Seminole,  Pinellas  15  Aug  (Amy  Nulph), 


and  Cockroach  Bay  Preserve,  Hillsborough  25 
Aug  (BAh).  Very  unpredictable  in  the  state,  a 
Dickcissel  was  found  at  Lake  Apopka  17  Aug 
(HR). 

Only  casual  in  Florida,  a Western  Mead- 
owlark was  identified  at  Fort  Walton  Beach 
S.T.E  14  Nov  (p.a.,  LD).  More  than  usual,  nine 
reports  of  13  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  were  ‘ 
received  from  the  panhandle  (MS,  JC)  s.  to 
Sarasota  (VP),  all  of  singles  except  for  up  to  4 
at  Hague,  Alachua  11  Oct-i-  (MM,  John  Martin). 

Two  Brewer’s  Blackbirds  arrived  in  the  penin- 
sula, where  the  species  is  casual,  at  Bayport 
Park,  Hernando  1 Nov+  (DL)  and  Clewiston  13 
Nov  (EK).  The  only  report  of  Shiny  Cowbird  ' 
was  of  one  at  Cedar  Key  15  Aug  (DHe).  Al-  i 
though  a breeding  population  exists  in  Florida 
in  at  least  Broward  and  Miami-Dade,  Bronzed 
Cowbirds  from  w.  populations  continue  to  i 
visit  the  state  in  fall  and  winter,  including  6 ; 

singles  along  the  Gulf  from  Franklin  (RC,  JMu)  I 
s.  to  Sarasota  (SW),  in  addition  to  2 in  Alach-  ■ 
ua  (MM,  Jonathan  Mays)  and  9 at  ClevHston 
8 Nov+  (DaS,  EK);  the  species  may  be  pres- 
ent year-round  at  the  last  location.  Bullock’s  1 
Orioles  appeared  at  opposite  ends  of  the  state, 
with  single  ad.  males  at  Pensacola  12-30  Nov  J| 

(Vaughan  Hedrick)  and  Long  Key  S.P,  Monroe  | 

17  Oct  (RAG).  Now  regular  but  rare  in  win-  i 

ter  in  the  cen.  peninsula,  8 Pine  Siskins  were  ) 

unexpected  at  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida  S.P.  28 
Nov  (RD).  I 

Contributors  (and  members  of  the  Florida  ; 
Ornithological  Society  Field  Observations  ' 

Committee,  in  boldface);  Brian  Ahern  (BAh),  i 
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Callaway,  Rodney  & Lydia  Cassidy,  Jim  Cava-  ( 
nagh,  Kevin  Daily  (KDi),  Gary  Davis  (GDa),  i 

Michelle  Davis  (MDa),  Robin  Diaz,  Fred  Di-  ; 

etrich,  Lucy  & Robert  A.  Duncan,  Margaret  . 

England,  Charlie  Ewell,  Cole  Fredericks, 

David  Freeland,  Rafael  A.  Galvez  (RAG),  Mur- 
ray Gardler,  Eric  Haney,  Al  & Bev  Hansen, 
Mitchell  Harris,  Dale  Henderson  (DHe),  John 
Hintermister  (JoH),  Paul  Hueber,  Les  Kelly, 

Ted  Keyel,  Jerry  Krummrich  QKr),  Ed  Kwa- 
ter,  Patrick  & Doris  Leary  (PaL),  Darcy  Love,  | 
Mike  Manetz,  Larry  Manfredi  (LaM),  Vince 
McGrath,  Paul  Miller,  John  Murphy  (JMu), 

Roger  Newell,  Eric  Plage,  Valeri  Ponzo,  Bill 
Pranty  (BPr),  Brian  Rapoza  (BRa),  Harry  Rob- 
inson, Rex  Rowan,  Danny  Sauvageau  (DSa),  ■>: 
Elliot  Schunke,  David  Simpson  (DaS),  Ron 
& Lori  Smith  (L&RoS),  Malcolm  Swan,  John 
Thornton,  Roberto  Torres  (RoT),  Ken  Tracey, 
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The  fall  of  2012  may  go  down  in  the  re- 
cord books  as  one  of  the  most  interest- 
ing and  exciting  seasons  ever  for  Ontario 
birders.  The  edge  of  Hurricane  Sandy  brought 
rain  and  high  winds  to  the  south  in  late  Oc- 
tober, with  accompanying  pelagic  strays  that 
included  Wilson’s  and  Leach’s  Storm-Petrels, 
a cloud  of  Black-legged  Kittiwakes,  an  Arctic 
Tern,  and  a Razorbill.  Bohemian  Waxwings 
appeared  in  good  numbers,  an  unexpectedly 
good  passage  of  Common  Nighthawks  was 
encouraging,  and  there  was  a late  fall  incur- 
sion of  Northern  Cardinals  well  north  of  their 
usual  range.  There  were  good  southbound 
flights  of  several  winter  finch  species  related  to 
widespread  failure  of  fruiting  and  cone-bearing 
trees  in  the  north  of  the  province  and  beyond. 
In  southern  James  Bay,  formal  shorebird  sur- 
veys were  again  conducted  this  season  under 
the  direction  of  the  Canadian  Wildlife  Service 
and  the  Royal  Ontario  Museum  with  assistance 
from  the  Ministry  of  Natural  Resources.  Sites 
surveyed  included  Longridge  Point  and  Little 
Piskwamish  Point.  Unrelated  to  the  foregoing, 
two  late-season  expeditions  to  Netitishi  Point, 
from  21  October  through  3 November  and  16- 
26  November  respectively,  produced  a wealth 
of  exceptional  sightings. 

Apart  from  the  hurricane  disturbance,  the 
weather  remained  warm  and  dry  over  most  of 
the  province  for  much  of  the  period.  Fall  leaf 
colors  were  the  most  vivid  and  long  lasting 
for  several  years,  and  the  north  remained  lush 
and  green  extremely  late  into  the  season.  The 
northwest  had  storms,  snow,  and  some  extreme 
cold  in  early  October,  but  warmer  temperatures 
returned,  and  there  was  little  significant  snow- 
fall before  the  end  of  the  period.  Water  levels  in 
the  Great  Lakes  were  very  low,  providing  good 
littoral  shorebird  habitat.  Bird  migration  was 
slow  and  protracted  in  these  mild  conditions, 
resulting  in  many  late  departure  dates. 


Several  extreme  rarities  were  reported 
through  the  season  including  Vega  Gull,  Kelp 
Gull,  and  Thick-billed  Kingbird.  Also  notable 
were  Tufted  Duck,  Wilson’s  and  Leach’s  Storm- 
Petrels,  Magnificent  Frigatebird,  Great  Cormo- 
rant, Brown  Pelican,  Ross’s  Gull,  Mew  Gull, 
Dovekie,  Razorbill,  Fish  Crow,  Sage  Thrasher, 
and  Painted  Bunting. 

Abbreviations:  G.T.A.  (Greater  Toronto  Area); 
H.B.C.A.  (Holiday  Beach  Conservation  Area, 
Holiday  Beach,  Essex);  H.C.H.  (Hawk  Cliff 
Hawkwatch,  Port  Stanley,  Elgin);  H.S.A.  (Ham- 
ilton Study  Area);  L.EB.O.  (Long  Point  B.O., 
Port  Rowan,  Norfolk);  Point  Pelee  (Point  Pelee 
Birding  Area);  R.O.M.  (Royal  Ontario  Museum, 
Toronto);  S.L.  (Sewage  Lagoons);  T.C.B.O. 
(Thunder  Cape  B.O.,  Thunder  Cape,  Thunder 
Bay);  V.W.B.  (Van  Wagners  Beach,  Hamilton). 
Ontario  is  divided  into  “north”  and  “south” 
regions  along  47°  N latitude.  Place  names  in 
italics  refer  to  counties,  districts,  and  regional 
municipalities. 

WATIEFOWL  THROUGH  GREBES 

With  very  few  records  for  s.  James  Bay,  an 
ad.  frontalis  Greater  White-fronted  Goose  was 
notable  at  Longridge  Point,  Cochrane  11  Sep 
(MSF,  JLH,  GS).  There  were  at  least  42  Greater 
White-fronted  Geese  in  the  s.  of  the  province 
29  Sep+,  mostly  one  or  2 accompanying  Can- 
ada Geese;  a flock  of  32  at  Leith  near  Owen 
Sound,  Grey  15-17  Oct  (PAM,  m.ob.)  was  ex- 
ceptional. Very  unusual  for  Algonquin  P.P.  was 
a flock  of  100  Snow  Geese  (80  blue,  20  white) 
seen  passing  over  Scorch  Lake  5 Nov  (WC,  FJ). 
The  southbound  movement  of  Snow  Geese 
through  e.  Ontario  began  with  8000  birds  near 
Casselman,  Prescott  & Russell  10  Nov  (ERC), 
with  30,000  reported  at  the  nearby  Lafleche 
Landfill,  Stormont,  Dundas  & Glengarry  15  Nov 
(PB).  A Ross’s  Goose  frequented  the  quarry 
pond  on  Moodie  Dr.,  Nepean,  Ottawa  6 Oct- 
12  Nov  (m.ob.),  with  a second  at  Carp  Rd.  near 
McGee  Side  Rd.,  Ottawa  7 Oct  (m.ob.).  There 
were  2 Ross’s  Geese  near  Westneath,  Renfrew 
26  Oct  (MF),  one  at  the  Lafleche  landfill  13 
Nov  QMB),  and  2 there  14  Nov  (JW)  and  17 
Nov  (TLH);  singles  were  at  Lakefront  Prom- 
enade Park,  Mississauga,  Peel  3-11  Nov  (DEP 
et  al.),  at  the  Tip  of  Point  Pelee  N.E,  Essex  13 
Nov  (AW  et  al),  and  at  Welland,  Niagara  24 
Nov  (|Mo).  The  Brant  flight  was  excellent,  with 
24,100  passing  Netitishi  Pt.,  Cochrane  in  strong 
n.  -winds  29  Oct  (JDV,  AW),  followed  on  30 
Oct  by  an  unusually  large  flight  at  several  lo- 
cations on  the  Great  Lakes,  including  2086  at 
Oshawa  Second  Marsh,  Durham  (TLH),  450  at 
Kingston,  Frontenac  (PRM),  281  at  VWB.  (BNC 
et  al),  250  at  Sarnia,  record  high  for  Lambton 
(m.ob.),  and  220  at  the  Tip  of  Long  Point,  Nor- 


folk (m.ob.),  again  a record  high  count  for  the 
location.  Cackling  Geese  were  widely  reported 
in  the  s.,  usually  in  small  groups  among  Can- 
ada Geese,  -with  a high  count  of  2 1 at  Cranberr}' 
Marsh,  Whitby,  Durham  1 Oct  (HGC) — all  sur- 
passed in  the  n.  by  the  120  at  Emo  S.L.,  Rainy 
River  29  Sep  (KGDB). 

The  64  Wood  Ducks  at  Sanctuary  Pond, 
Point  Pelee  19  Nov  (AW)  made  a very  high 
number  for  the  late  date.  Single  male  Eurasian 
Wigeons  were  at  Bruce  Mines  S.L,  Algoma  5-10 
Oct  (DMB,  m.ob.),  Thickson’s  Bay,  Whitby, 
Durham  3 Nov^-  (ALA,  m.ob.),  Mountsberg 
Reservoir,  HamiltonAVellington  4-17  Nov  (RAvT, 

m. ob.),  and  Rondeau  RE,  Chatham-Kent  10-17 
Nov  (SRC,  JTB,  BAM);  the  last  was  joined  by  a 
second  male  11  Nov  (CDA,  JTB,  KJB,  SRC).  An 

ad.  male  Cinnamon  Teal  was  shot  by  a hunter 
at  Big  Rice  Bay,  Long  Point,  Norfolk  17  Nov 
(SKc,  ph.).  Very  rare  for  Moosonee,  Cochrane 
was  a male  Canvasback  22-29  Sep  (CJN  et  al). 
A female  Tufted  Duck  associated  with  scaup  at 
Shirleys  Bay,  Ottawa  20-23  Oct  (BMDL,  BFDL, 
WvH,  m.ob.).  An  imm.  male  King  Eider  was 
off  Stoney  Creek  Lakeshore,  Hamilton  14-20 
Nov  (KAMn,  m.ob.),  and  there  were  2 imm. 
males  there  24-25  Nov  (KGDB  et  al).  At  Net- 
itishi Point,  a female-type  Common  Eider  22 
Oct  QDy  AW)  furnished  one  of  only  a few 
records  for  extreme  s.  James  Bay.  There  was  a 
juv.  Harlequin  Duck  at  Little  Piskwamish  Point, 
Cochrane  28  Aug  (MKP);  in  the  s.,  there  were 
scattered  reports  totalling  20+  birds  (m.ob.).  A 
male  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  visited  Shirleys  Bay, 
Ottawa  16  Oct+  (m.ob.),  and  there  were  subse- 
quent Nov  reports  of  another  male  at  the  near- 
by Remic  Rapids  on  the  Ottawa  River  (m.ob.); 
an  ad.  female  was  at  Wiarton  S.L.,  Grey  17  Nov 
(ABV),  and  Presqu’ile  EE  had  one  male,  likely 
a returning  bird  from  previous  years,  22  Nov+ 
(FMH,  m.ob.). 

A male  Northern  Bobwhite  was  at  Dorland, 
Oxford  16  Aug  QMH).  ks  origin  unknown, 
but  it  was  in  a location  where  the  species  last 
bred  in  the  county  in  the  late  1980s.  Single 
Pacific  Loons  were  at  Thickson’s  Bay,  Whitby 
24  Oct  (DSK),  Oshawa  harbor  27  Oct-1  Nov 


Hurricane  Sandy's  gale  force  easterly  winds  brought  spectacu- 
lar birditjg  to  the  western  end  of  Lake  Ontario,  including  this 
Leach's  Storm-Petrel  at  Van  Wagners  Beach,  Hamilton  County 
30  October  201 2.  Photograph  by  Brandon  Holden. 
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Escaping  the  winds  of  Hurricane  Sandy,  this  Cattle  Egret  took  ref- 
uge behind  the  Visitor  Centre  at  Point  Pelee  National  Park,  Essex 
County,  Ontario  29  October  2012.  Photograph  by  Kory  J.  Renaud. 


(MP,  m.ob.),  Newcastle  harbor,  Durham  30  Oct 
(PJH),  East  Lake,  Prince  Edward  18  Nov  (TLH), 
and  Pigeon  Lake,  Peterborough  24  Nov  (DAS, 
m.ob.).  A pair  of  Red-necked  Grebes  at  Col. 
Sam  Smith  Park  with  one  small  chick  10  Aug 
(BPB)  provided  the  hrst  successful  nesting  rec- 
ord for  Toronto.  An  ad.  Eared  Grebe  frequented 
the  Townsend  S.L.,  Haldimand  23  Aug-12  Sep 
(AMG,  m.ob.),  joined  by  a juv.  12  Sep  (BRH). 
Reports  of  single  Western  Grebes  came  from 
Batchawana  Bay,  Algoma  6-8  Oct  (TLH,  m.ob.). 
Cloud  Bay,  Thunder  Bay  7 Oct  (BJM,  NGE),  Ot- 
tawa on  the  Ottawa  River  below  the  Deschenes 
Rapids  16-28  Oct  QD,  m.ob.),  and  the  St.  Law- 
rence River  at  Hoople  I.,  Stormont,  Dundas  & 
Glengarry  4 Nov  QKB);  2 were  at  Sarnia  7 Oct 
(CC,JS). 


TUBENOSES  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

Hurricane  Sandy’s  gale  force  easterly  winds 
brought  a spectacular  day  of  birding  at  VWB. 
30  Oct,  including  a Wilson’s  Storm-Petrel 
(RZD  et  ah),  the  second  record  for  the  H.S.A., 
and  a Leach’s  Storm-Petrel  (DRD  et  al.),  a first 
for  the  H.S.A.;  another  Leach’s  was  identified  at 
Thickson’s  Bay,  Whitby  30  Oct  (GC),  a first  for 
Durham  and  the  G.T.A.,  and  at  least  2 more  un- 
identified stonn-petrels  were  seen  at  VWB.  that 
day  (BEH,  BRH  et  ah).  An  ad.  male  frigatebird 
(presumably  Magnificent)  sailed  along  the  Lake 
Huron  shoreline  at  Ipperwash  Beach,  Lambton 
23  Aug  (DSR)  and  was  then  seen  at  Tobermory, 
Bruce  25  Aug  (MSJ  et  ah).  An  imm.  Magnificent 
Frigatebird  was  observed  briefly  as  it  drifted  w. 
over  Long  Point  townsite  7 Sep  (RWW).  The 
only  Northern  Gannet  of  the  season  was  an 
ad.  at  Netitishi  Point  23  Oct  ODV,  AW);  an  ad. 
Great  Cormorant  at  the  same  location  1 Nov 
(AW,  JDV)  was  the  first  for  n.  Ontario.  Small 
numbers  of  American  White  Pelicans  were  re- 
ported around  the  Great  Lakes,  with  one  stand- 
ing at  the  Tip  of  Point  Pelee  27  Oct  (MBR,  JLH) 
the  most  unexpected.  A juv.  Brown  Pelican 
first  seen  24  Aug  on  Lake  Erie  well  offshore 
from  Pioneer  Beach  (KJM,  VL)  was  the  third  for 
Point  Pelee  and  was  observed  later  that  day  at 
Rondeau  EE  (AMM,  RBM  et  al),  where  it  pro- 
vided Rondeau’s  first  record;  at  Bluff  Bar  25  Aug 
(PV  et  al.)  it  provided  Long  Point’s  second  re- 
cord and  subsequently  frequented  Buffalo,  NY 
27  Aug,  then  the  s.  shore  of  L.  Erie  in  Ohio 
through  8 Oct. 

A Great  Egret  was  n.  to  Iron  Bridge,  Algoma 
9 Aug  (RCr,  m.ob.).  Great  Egret  roost  counts 
included  719  at  H.B.C.A.  21  Aug  (DVCW)  and 
444  at  Luther  Marsh,  Wellington  6 Sep  (LM).  An 
ad.  Little  Blue  Heron  at  North  Gower,  Ottawa 
25  Aug  (MAG)  was  undoubtedly  the  same  bird 
originally  seen  there  4 Jul;  the  juv.  at  Holiday 


Beach  since  23  Jul  (KJR,  DVCW,  m.ob.)  was 
last  reported  8 Aug,  while  a juv.  at  Stromness, 
Haldimand  since  29  Jul  (DH  et  al.)  was  last  re- 
ported 14  Aug.  Single  Cattle  Egrets  were  seen 
at  Blackheath,  Haldimand  19  Oct  (BRH,  m.ob.), 
Augsburg,  Renfrew  19-23  Oct  (MM,  m.ob.), 
Noland  Flats,  Manitoulin  24-26  Oct  (MWr), 
Point  Pelee  N.P.  29  Oct  (RTh,  TTD  et  al), 
Houghton  Centre,  Norfolk  11  Nov  (AJ),  Long 
Bay,  Manitoulin  13  Nov  (RTo),  and  Sault  Ste. 
Marie  early-20  Nov  (fide  KAMk).  Very  unusual 
for  Algonquin  PE  was  an  ad.  Black-crowned 
Night-Heron  near  Big  Trout  Lake  16  Aug 
(MEO);  Rondeau  PE  held  78  imms.  9 Sep  0TB, 
KJB,  BAM).  An  ad.  Yellow-crowned  Night-Her- 
on at  Hillman  Marsh,  Essex  12  Sep  QDV)  was 
one  of  very  few  records  of  a fall  ad.  for  the  prov- 
ince. At  Presqu’ile  PE,  a Plegadis  ibis  was  seen 
distantly  on  Gull  Island  6 Aug  (FMH,  m.ob.); 
a Glossy  Ibis  was  seen  by  many  on  mudflats  at 
nearby  Gosport,  Northumberland  22  Oct-2  Nov 
(MR,  m.ob.);  another  Plegadis  ibis  flew  over  the 
marsh  at  H.B.C.A.  21  Oct  (TRR  RRP).  Also  at 
H.B.C.A.,  4 ad.  White-faced  Ibis  were  seen  9 
Sep  (TRR  JC);  both  before  and  after  this  obser- 
vation, the  same  birds  were  present  in  adjacent 
Michigan. 

Single  Black  Vultures  were  at  H.B.C.A.  3 Sep 
(TRP  et  al.)  and  near  Uxbridge,  Durham  24 
Sep  (AGO;  up  to  4 were  regularly  seen  over 
Queenston,  Niagara  2 Nov-f  (m.ob.),  moving 
between  landfill  sites  on  the  New  York  and  On- 
tario sides  of  the  Niagara  River,  while  another 
was  at  Dundas  Valley,  Hamilton  22-27  Nov  (RN, 
m.ob.).  The  season  total  for  Turkey  Vultures  at 
the  H.B.C.A.  hawkwatch  was  31,888,  reflecting 
the  species’  ongoing  high  numbers  in  Ontario, 
though  this  count  was  not  a record.  Excep- 
tional for  s.  James  Bay,  single  Turkey  Vultures 
were  seen  at  Little  Piskwamish  Point  28  Aug 
and  Longridge  Point  28-29  Aug  (MKP,  RWW 


^ A Legendary  Netitishi  Point,  at  the  extreme  s.  end  of  James  Bay  about  34  km  directly  e.  of  Moosonee,  continues  to  provide  exceptional  sight- 

/lings.  This  fall,  two  late-season  visits  were  made.  The  first  was  by  Alan  Wormington  and  Joshua  D.  Vandermeulen,  who  visited  21  Oct-3  Nov. 
The  second  visit  was  made  1 6-26  Nov  by  Andrew  E.  Keaveney.  Both  expeditions  experienced  bouts  of  stormy  weather  with  associated  northerly 
winds  (which  is  good  for  bird  movements),  and  overall  it  was  relatively  mild,  with  no  extended  periods  that  could  be  described  as  extremely  cold. 

Significant  sightings  during  the  first  visit  included  7 King  Eiders  30  Oct  (lesser  numbers  on  other  dates),  a Common  Eider  22  Oct  (very  few 
local  records),  single  Harlequin  Ducks  26  & 30  Oct,  a Northern  Fulmar  29  Oct,  an  unidentified  (dark)  Puffinus  shearwater  3 Nov  (AW  only),  an 
ad.  Northern  Gannet  23  Oct  (second  record  for  n.  Ontario,  with  the  first  also  at  Netitishi  Point  29  Oct  1981),  an  ad.  Great  Cormorant  1 Nov  (a 
first  record  for  n.  Ontario),  2 Black-legged  Kittiwakes  and  2 Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  30  Oct,  a Pomarine  Jaeger  29  Oct  and  2 more  30  Oct,  and 
an  exceptionally  late  Western  Kingbird  1 Nov  (third  local  record).  A massive  waterfowl  migration  witnessed  on  29  Oct,  when  birds  were  flying 
eastward  and  presumably  exiting  James  Bay  via  Hannah  Bay,  included  24,100  Brant,  63  American  Wigeons,  600  American  Black  Ducks,  400 
Mallards,  32  Northern  Shoveiers  (record  late),  6600  Northern  Pintails,  and  280  Green-winged  Teal.  Other  sightings  that  were  locally  record  late 
included  a Lesser  Yellowiegs  22  Oct,  a Baird's  Sandpiper  27  Oct-1  Nov  (exceptionally  late),  4 Bonaparte's  Gulls  30  Oct,  3 Parasitic  Jaegers  29  Oct, 
a Winter  Wren  22  Oct  (JDV  only),  and  a Savannah  Sparrow  23  Oct  (AW  only). 

The  second  trip  likewise  had  some  excellent  sightings,  which  included  a Northern  Fulmar  2.4  Nov  and  a Dovekie  19  Nov  (third  record  for  n. 
Ontario,  with  the  previous  two  records  also  at  Netitishi  Point).  This  late  visit  had  numerous  sightings  that  established  new  record-late  migration 
dates  for  s.  James  Bay:  a Red-necked  Grebe  24  Nov,  6 White-winged  Scoters  and  2 Black  Scoters  24  Nov,  5 Purple  Sandpipers  and  20  Dunlins  23  Nov, 
a Ring-billed  Gull  and  2 Thayer's  Gulls  23  Nov,  2 Great  Black-backed  Gulls  26  Nov,  a Dark-eyed  Junco  26  Nov,  and  a Red-winged  Blackbird  19  Nov. 
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This  juvenile  Baird's  Sandpiper  at  Netitishi  Point,  Cochrane  District,  Ontario  27  October  (here)  through 
1 November  201 2 was  exceptionally  late  for  southern  James  Bay.  Photograph  by  Alan  Wormington. 


et  al);  3 different  birds  were 
apparently  involved  in  the 
sightings.  The  first  success- 
ful Bald  Eagle  nesting  at  Port 
Colborne,  Niagara  in  over  100 
years  was  confirmed  by  the 
sighting  of  2 ads.  accompanied 
by  a juv.  19  Aug  (RLG,  LSG). 

The  Broad-winged  Hawk  flight 
was  good  in  the  s,  but  did 
not  reach  the  record  counts 
achieved  in  2011;  a dark- 
morph  bird  was  observed  at 
Heber  Down  C.A.,  Durham  16 
Sep  (MW).  A light-morph  juv. 

Swainson’s  Hawk  was  seen  at 
Port  Rowan  23  Sep  (SAM)  for 
L.RB.O.’s  fifth  record;  a juv.  28 
Sep  QC,  TRP)  and  single  ads. 

28  Sep  (TRP)  and  12  Oct  (CR  et  al.)  were  seen 
at  H.B.C.A.;  and  a juv.  was  at  H.C.H.  4 Nov 
(RWW,  JJP).  A light-morph  ad.  Harlan’s  Hawk 
was  photographed  over  Moosonee  29  Sep  (AW, 
JDV,  MWJ),  the  first  for  n.  Ontario.  There  was 
a good  flight  of  Golden  Eagles,  with  an  exciting 
one-day  count  of  51,  of  which  20%  were  ads., 
at  H.C.H.  3 Nov  (fide  DJB);  the  14  over  Heber 
Down  C.A.  on  the  same  day  (fide  MW)  was  a 
record  high  count  for  the  G.T.A. 

RAILS  THROUGH  JAEGERS 

A Yellow  Rail  was  ticking  in  the  sedges  at  Goer- 
timus  Island,  Algoma  2 Sep  (DMB),  and  one  was 
flushed  at  Coote’s  Paradise,  Hamilton  20  Oct 
(DP).  The  only  King  Rail  reported  was  one  call- 
ing intermittently  at  the  Bird  Studies  Canada 
headquarters  in  Port  Rowan  8-13  Aug  QDM  et 
al).  The  6000  American  Coots  at  Mitchell’s  Bay, 
Chatham-Kent  23  Oct  (BAM)  made  an  excep- 
tional number  for  the  date  and  location. 

An  unbanded  juv.  Piping  Plover  was  photo- 
graphed during  a shorebird  survey  at  the  Tip 
of  Long  Point  15  Aug  (RWH).  Single  American 
Avocets  were  at  Strathroy  S.L.,  Middlesex  5 Aug 
(BAM,  m.ob.),  Rondeau  PP  10  Sep  (MPJB), 
Hillman  Marsh  12-21  Sep  QDV,  m.ob.),  and 
Mosaic  Ponds,  Stromness  21-23  Sep  (KGDB, 
m.ob.).  A Solitary  Sandpiper  at  Sturgeon  Creek 
5 Nov  (KAMn)  was  very  late  for  Point  Pelee, 
and  one  at  Oakville,  Halton  6 Nov  (CEE)  was 
record  late  for  the  H.S.A.  On  28  Oct,  the  100 
Greater  Yellowlegs  on  Gull  Island,  Presqu’ile 
PR  (WJC,  MWPR)  and  the  68  at  Cobourg  har- 
bor (KDN,  MJCB)  far  exceeded  previous  high 
counts  for  Northumberland.  One  or  possibly  2 
Willets  were  at  Owen  Point,  Presqu’ile  PP  12- 
13  Aug  (WDG,  m.ob.),  with  one  there  at  the 
late  date  of  21  Oct  (RDM  et  al);  one  was  at 
the  Tip  of  Long  Point  25  Aug  (MKS,  JAK),  and 
2 were  in  Rondeau  Bay,  Chatham-Kent  12  Sep 
(MPJB).  with  one  there  13  Sep  QRB).  A late 


Upland  Sandpiper  was  n.  to  Marathon,  Thun- 
der Bay  15-16  Sep  (MTB).  On  19  Aug,  flocks  of 
molting  ad.  Hudsonian  Godwits  totalling  1975 
birds  flew  s.  past  Longridge  Point,  with  the  first 
juv.  noted  20  Aug  (BNC,  JI,  RTr,  RWW).  Sub- 
sequently, 12  Hudsonian  Godwits  were  at  Con- 
stance Bay,  Ottawa  8 Sep  OHS).  6 visited  Mis- 
sion Pt.,  Timiskaming  9 Sep  QF),  and  there  were 
scattered  reports  of  ones  and  twos  elsewhere  in 
the  s.  from  several  locations.  A juv.  Marbled 
Godwit  was  at  Wildwood  Lake,  Oxford  30  Aug- 
9 Sep  (E&LJ,  m.ob.),  one  was  at  Miramichi  Bay, 
Bruce  3-4  Oct  QAT,  m.ob.),  and  another  was  at 
Oshawa  Second  Marsh,  Durham  23  Sep-2  Oct 
(BEH,  PJH,  m.ob.).  Single  Western  Sandpipers 
were  at  Port  Stanley  S.L.  16  Aug  (GCP),  Ron- 
deau PR  25  & 31  Aug  ORB,  MPJB),  and  Osh- 
awa Second  Marsh  31  Aug  (TLH).  A late  Least 
Sandpiper  was  in  Hamilton  Harbour,  Hamilton 
29  Nov  (KMN).  In  Aug,  White-rumped  Sand- 
pipers were  the  commonest  shorebirds  in  s. 
James  Bay,  with  a total  of  41,400  tallied  at  just 
two  locations  27  Aug  (MKR  RWW,  Jl,  BNC  et 
al).  An  early  Purple  Sandpiper  was  at  Sebasto- 
pol Point,  Presqu’ile  PR  9 Oct  (FMH  et  al),  and 
small  numbers  subsequently  appeared  at  sev- 
eral other  shoreline  locations  in  the  south.  Ex- 
tremely early  for  a juv.  Dunlin  in  s.  Ontario  was 
one  photographed  at  Sturgeon  Creek,  Roint 
Relee  30  Aug  (STR  VSB).  An  ad.  Long-billed 
Dowitcher  was  at  Shirleys  Bay,  Ottawa  22  Aug 
(BMDL).  Red-necked  Rhalaropes  were  fairly 
widely  reported  in  the  s.  after  the  first  juv.  at 
the  Nonquon  S.L.,  Durham  8-11  Aug  (MHD  et 
al),  with  the  high  count  for  the  season  being  1 1 
at  Blenheim  S.L.,  Chatham-Kent  1 1 Sep  (PAW  et 
al),  a record  number  for  the  Rondeau  area.  A 
juv  Red  Phalarope  was  at  the  Tip  of  Point  Pelee 
22-23  Sep  (ACB,  m.ob.);  another  was  at  nearby 
Hillman  Marsh  13-15  Oct  (RPC  et  al);  and 
other  singles  were  at  Batchawana  Bay,  Algoma  8 
Oct  (DMB,  KWZ),  the  Leslie  Street  Spit,  Toronto 


1 1 Oct  (MSF  et  al),  Bath,  Lennox  & 
Addington  13  Oct  (KH),  and  Point  Ed- 
ward Lighthouse,  Lambton  30  Oct  (SJ); 
the  Tip  at  Long  Point  had  2 Reds  30 
Oct-1  Nov  (TM,  SAM). 

Black-legged  Kittiwakes  swept  up 
by  Hurricane  Sandy  in  large  numbers 
were  driven  by  gale  force  e.  winds  to 
the  extreme  w.  end  of  Lake  Ontario, 
where  YWB.  had  10  on  29  Oct  (BRH 
et  al.)  and  an  astounding  88  the  fol- 
lowing day  (BRH  et  al).  In  Durham 
30  Oct  there  were  5 juvs.  off  Oshawa 
Second  Marsh  (TLH),  2 at  Thickson’s 
Bay  (GC),  and  one  off  Newcastle  har- 
bor (PJH);  Lake  Ontario  also  held  10 
off  Point  Petre,  Prince  Edward  1 Nov 
(TLH)  and  singles  off  Wolfe  Island, 
Frontenac  6 Nov  (PRM)  and  Bath,  Len- 
nox & Addington  the  same  day  (KH).  On  Lake 
Erie,  2 flew  past  the  Tip  of  Long  Point  30  Oct 
(SAM,  RR,  APT,  MKS),  and  24  juvs.  were  tallied 
off  Waverly  Beach,  Fort  Erie,  Niagara  1 Nov 
(BRH,  MVAB,  KGDB,  RWW);  one  flew  past  the 
Tip  of  Point  Pelee  11  Nov  (MBR,  JLH  et  al). 
On  Lake  Huron,  an  ad.  and  a juv.  were  off  the 
Point  Edward  lighthouse,  Sarnia,  Lambton  29 
Oct  (AEK),  with  3 juvs.  there  30  Oct  (m.ob.). 
Flying  eastward  down  the  Ottawa  River  at  Con- 
stance Bay  1 Nov  were  another  3 juv.  Black- 
legged Kittiwakes  (BMDL,  BFDL).  A total  of 
104  Sabine’s  Gulls  was  tallied  at  VWB.  29  Aug- 
30  Oct  (m.ob.),  including  a record  high  count 
of  52  (46  juvs.  and  6 ads.)  on  1 Sep  (CEE  et  al.) 
and  another  ad.  16  Sep  (RZD).  A juv.  Sabine’s 
Gull  was  with  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  on  Lake  Dore, 
Renfrew  5 Sep  (MM,  MF),  2 juvs.  were  off  the 
Point  Edward  lighthouse,  Sarnia  30  Oct  (SMJ, 


This  adult  light-morph  Harlan's  Hawk  at  Moosonee,  Cochrane 
District  29  September  2012  made  the  first  record  for  northern 
Ontario.  Photograph  by  Joshua  D.  Vandermeulen. 
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This  juvenile  Mew  Gull  lingered  at  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  landfill,  Algoma 
County,  Ontario  28  (here  29)  September  through  1 1 0ctober  201 2,  appear- 
ing only  a day  after  an  adult  Mew  Gull  was  seen  at  the  same  location;  both 
were  very  unusual  for  the  location.  Photograph  by  Kirk  Melt. 


JLH),  and  2 were  off  Waverly  Beach,  Fort  Erie 
1 Nov  (BRH,  MVAB,  KGDB,  RWW);  a juv.  at 
Longridge  Point  30  Aug  (RWW,  JI)  provided 
one  of  only  a few  fall  records  for  s.  James  Bay. 
Single  ad.  Black-headed  Gulls  were  at  Ipper- 
wash  Beach,  Lamhton  28  Aug  (MPA),  Rondeau 
townsite  3 Sep  (AEK,  m.ob.),  Erie  Beach,  Chat- 
ham-Kent  30  Oct  (SRC),  and  Waverly  Beach, 
Fort  Erie  1 Nov  (BRH,  MVAB,  KGDB,  RWW). 
Single  ad.  Black-headed  Gulls  were  also  seen 
at  Sandbanks  RP,  Prince  Edward  28  Nov  (TLH) 
and  at  Niagara  Falls,  Niagara  29  Nov  (DBW, 
m.ob.).  Little  Gulls  were  mostly  found  at  trad- 
itional sites  where  high  counts  included  7 ads. 
at  Port  Burwell  PR,  Elgin  4 Aug  (SK),  12  in  the 
Inner  Bay  at  Long  Point  15  Nov  (SAM),  and 
24  at  East  Lake,  Prince  Edward  28  Nov  (TLH). 
An  ad.  Ross’s  Gull  was  part  of  a spectacular 
day’s  birding  at  Waverly  Beach,  Fort  Erie  1 Nov 
(BRH,  MVAB,  KGDB,  RWW).  A second-winter 
or  basic  ad.  Laughing  Gull  was  at  Leamington 
Marina,  Essex  10-17  Aug  (AW,  m.ob.),  and 
an  ad.  was  on  Thickson’s  Bay,  Whitby  30  Oct 
(GC);  a first-summer  Laughing  at  Longridge 
Point  17-20  Aug  (RWW,  JI,  BNC,  RTr)  made 


only  the  second  record  ever  for  James 
Bay.  In  the  s.,  a near-ad.  Franklin’s 
Gull  frequented  the  Tip  of  Long  Point 
12  Sep-4  Oct  (m.ob.),  an  ad.  visited 
Oshawa  Second  Marsh  24  Sep  (MA), 
VWB.  had  a first-cycle  bird  27  (RWS, 
BSC)  & 30  Sep  (RZD  et  al.),  and  an 
aerial  survey  of  Luther  Marsh,  Wel- 
lington found  one  on  27  Sep  (TLH); 
single  ads.  were  at  Rondeau  PR  30 
Sep  QTB  et  al.)  and  Sarnia  29  Oct 
(BAM).  A second-cycle  Franklin’s 
frequented  the  Niagara  River  7 Nov-i- 
QMP,  m.ob.).  An  ad.  Mew  Gull  was 
found  at  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  landfill 
27  Sep  (KWZ);  most  surprisingly, 
there  was  a juv.  at  the  same  location 

28  Sep-11  Oct  (KWZ,  m.ob.),  later  seen  at 
nearby  Bellevue  Park  19  Oct  (KAMk).  Only  one 
California  Gull  was  reported  in  the  period:  a 
second-year  bird  at  the  Tip  of  Long  Pt.  17  Aug 
(DMB,  MKS,  JAK).  An  ad.  Vega  Gull,  currently 
treated  as  subspecies  vegae  of  Herring  Gull  by 
some  authorities,  was  at  Wheatley  Harbour 

29  Sep  and  the  Tip  of  Point  Pelee  2-13  Oct 
(KAMn,  WGL,  RPC,  m.ob.);  there  is  but  one 
previous  Canadian  record  of  this  taxon,  also 
from  Ontario.  A juv.  and  a second-cycle  imm. 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  at  the  North  Bay 
landfill  26  Sep  (AW,  JDV,  MWJ)  provided  a first 
ever  record  for  Nipissing'  very  rare  on  L.  Su- 
perior, an  ad.  was  at  the  Thunder  Bay  landfill. 
Thunder  Bay  9 Oct  (NGE,  BJM)  and  a juv.  at  the 
Schreiber  landfill.  Thunder  Bay  16  Oct  (AW). 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie 
were  present  14  Sep-19  Oct,  with  5 juvs.  on 
the  last  date  being  the  maximum  count  (KWZ). 
Very  unusual  for  such  an  inland  location,  a juv. 
and  a second-cycle  Great  Black-backed  Gull 
were  at  Gillies  Lake,  Timmins,  Cochrane  6 Nov 
(AW).  An  ad.  Kelp  Gull,  a first  for  Ontario  and 
Canada,  was  well  photographed  at  Wheatley 


Harbour  7 6a:  9 Sep  (AW),  appearing  to  be  of 
the  nominate  subspecies.  The  800  Forster’s 
Terns  along  the  Haldimand  shore  of  Lake  Erie 
21  Aug  QDV)  provided  a significant  count.  A 
juv.  Arctic  Tern  at  Port  Weller,  Niagara  2 Nov 
(DMB  et  al.)  was  another  waif  displaced  by 
Hurricane  Sandy. 

Twelve  Pomarine  Jaegers  were  tallied  at 
VWB.  27  Sep-30  Oct  (BRH,  m.ob.),  2 were  off 
Winona,  Hamilton  31  Oct  (BRH  et  al),  and  a 
juv.  was  off  Oakville  lakeshore  4 Nov  (LSE).  A 
Pomarine  Jaeger  was  observed  at  Batchewana 
Bay  8 Oct  (DMB,  KWZ),  2 were  off  Oshawa 
Second  Marsh  30  Oct  (TLH),  3 including  a 
dark  ad.  were  off  the  Tip  of  Long  Point  30  Oct 
(SAM,  RR,  MKS,  APT),  one  was  off  Point  Petre 
31  Oct  (GCP)  and  2 there  the  next  day  (TLH), 
at  least  14  dark  juvs.  flew  and  drifted  down- 
river at  Waverly  Beach,  Fort  Erie  1 Nov  (BRH, 
MVAB,  KGDB,  RWW),  and  a juv.  flew  past  the 
Tip  of  Point  Pelee  10  Nov  (MBR,  KAMn).  A 
total  of  29  Parasitic  Jaegers  was  tallied  at  VWB. 
1 Sep-2  Nov  (CEE,  m.ob.),  and  there  were  scat- 
tered ones  and  twos  in  some  other  locations, 
with  4 off  the  Tip  of  Long  Point  30  Oct  (SAM, 
RR,  APT,  MKS),  but  it  was  not  a stellar  passage 
year.  Twelve  Long-tailed  Jaegers  were  counted 
off  VWB.  24  Aug-30  Oct  (BSC,  m.ob.),  and 
there  were  46  unidentified  jaegers  tallied  there 
20  Aug-30  Oct  (RZD,  m.ob.).  Single  juvs.  flew 
past  the  Tip  of  Point  Pelee  2 Sep  (AW,  WGL, 
KAMn,  JMT)  and  along  Thickson’s  Bay,  Whitby 
4 Sep  (GC),  while  the  juv.  at  Rondeau  EE  13 
Sep  QRB,  MPJB)  was  the  first  record  there  for 
many  years;  a subad.  was  observed  at  the  Tip  of 
Long  Point  1 Nov  (SAM,  APT). 

AUKS  THROUGH  WRENS 

A lone  Dovekie  was  at  Netitishi  Point  19  Nov 
(AEK).  A Razorbill  was  flushed  by  a helicopter 
off  Thickson’s  Bay  30  Oct  and  scoped  in  flight 
(GC);  an  unidentified  alcid  was  seen  the  same 


Furnishing  the  first  record  for  Ontario  and  Canada,  this  adult  Kelp  Gull,  apparently  of  the  nominate  subspecies,  visited  Wheatley  Harbour,  Chatham-Kent  Municipality  7-9  September  2012; 
the  image  on  the  left  was  taken  9 September,  the  image  on  the  right  7 September.  Photographs  by  Alan  Wormington. 
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Representing  the  second  record  for  Ontario  and  Canada, 
this  adylt  Vega  Gyll  (the  vegse  subspecies  of  Herring  Gull) 
frequented  the  Tip  of  Point  Pelee  Kationai  Park,  Essex  County 
2-1 3 (here  5)  October  2012.  PhBtogmph  by  Bmndon  Holden. 

day  off  nearby  Oshawa  Second  Marsh  (TLH); 
and  a large  unidentified  alcid  was  off  VWB.  30 
Oct  OBF).  An  ad.  Black  Guillemot  in  breeding 
plumage  was  off  Longridge  Point  5 Aug  (BNC, 
JDV,  DC),  a freshly  dead  juv.  was  found  on 
the  beach  there  3 Sep  (ASMH,  AWT,  MSF,  GS; 
*ROM  160309),  and  there  were  2 at  Netitishi 
Point  28  Oct  QDV,  AW). 

A White-winged  Dove  was  at  the  Tip  of 
Long  Point  15  Nov  (MKS,  SAM),  providing 
L.EB.O.’s  10th  sighting  and  latest  fall  date.  A 
Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  at  Selim,  Thunder  Bay 
30  Sep  (MTB  et  al.)  was  both  rare  and  late  for 
Lake  Superior.  Longridge  Point  had  a rare  sum- 
mering record  of  a Snowy  Owl,  a 3-5  year  old 
male,  seen  there  17  Jul-9  Sep  (KCH,  RIGM, 
JB,  JG,  m.ob.).  Single  Northern  Hawk  Owls 
appeared  on  the  South  River,  Nipissing  1 Nov 
(CB),  s.  of  Ottawa  International  Airport,  Ot- 
tawa 8-10  Nov  (KCH,  m.ob.),  in  Howland 
Twp.,  Manitoulin  9 Nov  (EG),  and  on  Opeongo 
Lake  Rd.,  Algonquin  PP.  17-19  Nov  (CM  et 
al).  Great  Gray  Owls  were  seen  at  six  sites  in 
Algonquin  EE  27  Sep-1  Nov,  all  appearing  to 
be  residents  rather  than  dispersers  from  farther 
n.,  with  young  of  the  year  noted  at  three  of 
the  sites:  near  Cache  Lake,  Joe  l^ke,  and  Wolf 
Howl  Pond  (fide  RGT);  a Great  Gray  Owl  was 
seen  at  Laurier  Woods,  North  Bay,  Nipissing  24 
Oct  (KE).  Hilliardton  Marsh,  Timiskaming  had 
an  amazing  fall  season,  banding  a record  total 
of  202  Boreal  Owls,  including  17  on  one  night 
(BDM);  T.C.B.O.  also  banded  one  at  Thunder 
Cape  15  Oct  (/ide  JMW).  Few  Boreal  Owls  were 
seen  in  the  s.,  though  single  hatch-year  birds 
were  banded  at  Leslie  Street  Spit,  Toronto  8 
Nov  (fide  AG)  and  at  the  Tip  of  Long  Point  8 
Nov  (MKS,  MRI,  TM)  for  L.EB.O’s  third  record. 
The  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  movement  was 
excellent:  622  were  banded  at  Thunder  Cape, 
Thunder  Bay  making  this  the  most  abundant 
species  banded  there  this  fall  and  the  fourth 
highest  banding  total  in  T.C.B.O. ’s  22  years 


of  operation  (fide  JMW);  960  were  banded  at 
Prince  Edward  Point,  Prince  Edward  and  a fur- 
ther 937  at  Long  Point,  for  L.RB.O.’s  second 
highest  total  since  consistent  monitoring  began 
in  1998  (fide  SAM). 

The  Common  Nighthawk  passage  was  most 
encouraging  during  the  period,  with  high 
counts  of  115-t  near  Emo,  Rainy  River  22  Aug 
(MSD),  300-400  near  Aubrey  Lake,  Dryden 
22  Aug  (JM,  JWD),  and  190  near  Britt,  Parry 
Sound  24  Aug  (SMcG).  Very  intriguing  was  a 
late  nighthawk  that  could  not  be  assigned  to 
species  flying  over  Port  Rowan  25  Oct  (SAM). 
A locally  record-late  Eastern  Whip-poor-will 
was  at  Rondeau  RE  4 Nov  0TB,  SRC,  BAM). 
Extremely  rare  for  James  Bay  was  a Chimney 
Swift  at  Longridge  Point  4 Sep  (MSF,  JLH), 
where  there  had  been  only  one  previous  report 
of  an  unidentified  swift.  An  ad.  male  Rufous 
Hummingbird  visiting  feeders  at  Presqu’ile 
P.P.  4 Aug  (WDG,  m.ob.)  was  a one-day  won- 
der and  the  first  for  Northumberland;  another 
ad.  male  was  at  Kama  Point,  Thunder  Bay  5-8 
Aug  (ME);  and  an  ad.  female  at  Bovraianville, 
Durham  11  Aug-8  Nov  (COD,  SC  et  al.)  was 
banded  in  early  Nov,  but  the  homeowners  did 
not  wish  to  host  additional  visitors.  Very  rare 
on  Lake  Superior,  an  imm.  Red-headed  Wood- 
pecker was  at  Heron  Bay,  Thunder  Bay  15  Oct 
(AW).  Eight  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers  were  re- 
ported in  Thunder  Bay  during  the  period,  with 
single  birds  at  Terrace  Bay,  Murillo,  and  Rosslyn 
and  5 in  Thunder  Bay  City  (fide  BDR);  the  Red- 
bellied  Woodpecker  at  Atikokan,  Rainy  River 
(DRu)  represented  the  second  record  for  the 
location.  A Pileated  Woodpecker  at  Moosonee 
1 Oct  QDV,  MWJ)  was  at  the  n.  limit  of  the  spe- 
cies’ range. 

An  unusually  high  count  of  American  Kes- 
trels was  the  36  tallied  between  Bonfield  and 
Mattawa,  Nipissing  26  Aug  (GB);  on  the  same 
day,  12  were  found  in  a small  area  of  open  fields 
sw.  of  Sundridge,  Nipissing  (SJO,  MJP).  A Pere- 
grine Falcon,  mobbed  by  Common  Ravens, 
was  a rare  migrant  over  Atikokan  2 Oct  (DHE). 
Single  dark-morph  Gyrfalcons  were  noted  at 
Gull  Island,  Presqu’ile  EP.  31  Oct  (RDM),  Dor- 
land,  Oxford  1 Nov  QMH),  Holiday  Beach  3-14 
Nov  (CR  et  al),  and  VWB.  4 Nov  (EKH,  JBF). 

The  Eastern  Wood-Pewee  on  the  Toronto 
Islands,  Toronto  4-6  Nov  (GCP,  ALA,  m.ob.) 
set  a new  record-late  date  for  the  G.T.A.  An 
Acadian  Flycatcher  at  Point  Pelee  23  Aug  QDV) 
was  a rare  sighting  for  fall.  A Great  Crested  Fly- 
catcher at  Fish  Point,  Pelee  Island,  Essex  7 Nov 
(SUO,  SLS)  was  record-late  for  the  Pelee  Island 
Bird  Observatory.  Marking  a first  record  for 
Ontario  and  the  second  for  Canada,  a Thick- 
billed Kingbird  at  Calf  Pasture,  Presqu’ile  P.P. 
28-31  Aug  (WDG,  m.ob.)  was  the  occasion  for 
one  of  the  largest  “twitches”  at  Presqu’ile  for  a 


long  time.  Single  Western  Kingbirds  were  at 
Pukaskwa  N.E,  Thunder  Bay  31  Aug  QT)  and 
at  the  Tip  of  Long  Point  7-8  Sep  (AMG  et  al.) 
and  1 Oct  (SAM  et  al).  An  imm.  male  Scissor- 
tailed  Flycatcher  was  at  Fauquier,  Cochrane  2-4 
Oct  (AW,  JDV,  MWJ).  A White-eyed  Vireo  was 
banded  at  Cabot  Head,  Bruce  22  Sep  (NM),  and 
single  imms.  were  at  VWB.  21-22  Sep  (RZD), 
Old  Cut,  Long  Point  7 Oct  (L.EB.O.),  and  Point 
Pelee  10  Oct  (MJN).  Durham  hosted  a Fish 
Crow  at  Bowmanville  11  Sep  (GG),  and  2 were 
at  nearby  Westside  Marsh  23  Sep  (BEH,  PJH). 
A Purple  Martin  at  Point  Pelee  6 Oct  (KGDB, 
BRH)  was  very  late,  and  2 Northern  Rough- 
winged Swallows  there  13  Nov  (AW,  RPC  et  al.) 
were  locally  record  late.  A Cliff  Swallow  at  Bate 
Island,  Ottawa  3-6  Nov  (m.ob.)  was  extremely 
late  for  Ottawa.  The  Cave  Swallow  passage 
began  26  Oct  with  148  swallows  passing  Fifty 
Point  C.A.,  Hamilton/Niagara,  most  thought 
to  be  Caves  (BRH  et  al);  2 flew  around  treed 
islands  on  the  Niagara  River  above  the  Falls  27 
Oct  (GCP);  Pelee  Island  had  2 at  Fish  Point  29 
Oct  (GCG)  and  2 at  Stone  Rd.  15  Nov  (GCG, 
SUO);  at  Long  Point,  the  first  individual  circled 
the  lighthouse  at  the  Tip  late  31  Oct  (MKS  et 
al.)  to  be  banded  the  next  morning,  5 flew  by 
the  Tip  1 Nov  (ALB,  APT),  and  an  ad.  was  at 
Port  Rowan  13  Nov  (SAM  et  al.);  Northum- 
berland’s first  documented  record  was  of  5 off 
Chub  Point  1 Nov  (DJM,  JSB,  MJP);  there  were 
4 at  Port  Burwell  2 Nov  QMH  et  al),  one  at 
Palmyra,  Chatham-Kent  8 Nov  QMH),  and  3 at 
Erieau,  Chatham-Kent  9 Nov  (SRC);  Point  Pelee 
recorded  one  2 Nov  (STP)  and  2 from  13-23 
Nov,  with  one  remaining  until  24  Nov  (BRH, 


This  Cave  Swallow  was  one  of  two  lingering  at  Point  Pelee  Na- 
tional Park,  Essex  County,  Ontario  13-23  (here  13)  November 
2012.  Photographs  by  Alan  Wormington. 
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Among  a large  irruption  of  Blatk-capped  Chickadees  into 
southern  Ontario  in  early  November  2012  were  a few  Boreal 
Chickadees,  including  this  one  enjoyed  by  many  observers  at 
Cranberry  Marsh,  Whitby,  Region  of  Durham  10-15  (here  14) 
November  2012.  Photograph  by  Rosemary  Harris. 

KGDB  et  al);  Ottawa’s  first  record  was  one  at 
Bate  Island  on  the  Ottawa  River  3-6  Nov  (ID, 
m.ob.)  and  a second  was  at  Constance  Bay  23- 
24  Nov  QHS,  BMDL);  and  Prince  Edward  had 
3 at  the  Kaiser  Crossroad  5 Nov  (KH).  There 
were  3 Barn  Swallows  at  the  Burlington  Skyway 
S.L.,  Halton  4 Nov  (RC  et  al),  with  2 remaining 
there  into  Dec. 

A large  irruption  of  Black-capped  Chicka- 
dees occurred  at  Long  Point  late  Oct-early 
Nov,  with  a high  of  3800  estimated  passing 
through  the  Tip  on  2 Nov  alone  (L.PB.O.). 
Not  surprisingly,  a few  Boreal  Chickadees  were 
found  outside  their  usual  range  at  this  time, 
including  one  with  Black-capped  Chickadees 
at  Duchesny  Falls,  North  Bay  22  Oct  (LAF  et 
al),  at  least  2 at  Presqu’ile  PR  26  Oct-14  Nov 
(RDM,  m.ob.),  one  at  Mountsberg  C.A.,  Wel- 
lington 8 Nov  QDV),  and  one  at  Cranberry 
Marsh,  Whitby  10-15  Nov  (HH,  m.ob.).  Single 
singing  Carolina  Wrens  were  n.  to  Marathon 
14-20  Aug  (MTB),  Kagawong,  Manitoulin  1-6 
Sep  (SJT),  Moosonee  30  Sep  (MWJ,  JDV,  AW) 
for  the  first  record  for  the  Hudson  Bay  Low- 
lands and  likely  the  most  northerly  record  ever, 
and  a feeder  in  North  Bay  10  Oct+  (KE);  2 were 
reported  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie  27  Nov  QR),  and 
another  visited  a feeder  at  Michipicoten  River, 
Algoma  10  Nov-r  (JMO  et  al). 

THRUSHES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  17  Eastern  Bluebirds  at  Abitibi  Canyon, 
Cochrane  27  Sep  (AW,  JDV)  made  an  excep- 
tional number  this  far  north.  A male  Mountain 
Bluebird  was  at  Prince  Edward  Point,  Prince  Ed- 
ward 12  Nov  (BER).  A Townsends  Solitaire  was 
at  YWB.  11  Oct  (MDA,  BDA,  m.ob.),  another 
visited  Bernard  Lake,  Sundridge  9 Nov  (DRN), 
an  imm.  was  banded  on  the  Leslie  Street  Spit  9 
Nov  (AC),  and  an  ad.  was  at  Bells  Corners,  Ot- 
tawa 17-18  Nov  (m.ob.).  Single  Varied  Thrush- 


This  immature  male  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  was  north 

to  Fauquier,  Cochrane  District  2-4  (here  2)  October  201 2, 
providing  one  of  few  records  for  the  Cochrane  District. 
Photograph  by  Alan  Wormington. 

es  were  at  Thunder  Bay  City  6 Oct  (TSHB), 
Harris  Hill,  Rainy  River  19  Oct  (CAEG),  Sleep- 
ing Giant  PP,  Thunder  Bay  30  Oct  (LMO),  and 
Burks  Falls,  Parry  Sound  30  Nov-i-  (DB).  The 
first  Sage  Thrasher  for  Long  Point  was  photo- 
graphed at  the  Tip  30  Sep-1  Oct  (SAM  et  al). 

Bohemian  Waxwings  appeared  relatively 
early  and  in  good  numbers  across  the  province, 
even  in  areas  where  they  are  not  often  seen:  un- 
common in  Algonquin  P.P,  small  flocks  were 
seen  from  24  Oct  onward  (m.ob.),  and  one  at 
Point  Pelee  17  Nov  (MBR,  JLH,  RJC,  JMT)  was 
the  first  there  since  2006.  A Lapland  Longspur 
was  seen  at  Bronte,  Halton  19  Sep  (MWJ),  a 
record-early  date  for  the  H.S.A.  Very  unusual 
for  Algonquin  P.P  was  an  imm.  Connecticut 
Warbler  at  Radiant  Lake  17  Aug  (MWPR);  9 
Connecticut  Warblers  were  banded  by  L.PB.O. 
23  Aug-6  Oct,  with  scattered  observations  at 
all  three  stations  (m.ob.).  A Kentucky  Warbler 
was  at  the  Tip  of  Long  Point  17  Aug  (MKS  et 
al).  A Cerulean  Warbler  at  Woodland  Cem- 
etery, Halton  23  Sep  (RZD,  BNC,  DRD)  was 
very  late.  Point  Pelee  had  a record-late  imm. 
American  Redstart  15  Nov  (AW  et  al.)  and  a 
very  late  Blackpoll  Warbler  12  Nov  QDV).  A 


A very  bedraggled  immature  Western  Kingbird  at  Netitishi 
Psint  1 November  2012  was  exceptionally  late,  only  the 
third  ever  record  for  southern  James  Bay,  and  record  late  for 
northern  Ontario.  Photograph  by  Alan  Wormington. 


Yellow  Palm  Warbler  at  Goldsmith,  Essex  28 
Sep  (MBR,  JLH)  was  record  early  for  Point 
Pelee;  one  was  banded  at  the  Tip  of  Long  Point 

28  Sep  with  another  seen  the  same  day  and  2 
banded  there  2 Oct  (L.PB.O.);  and  one  was  at 
Erieau  13  Oct  (BAM).  The  summering  Yellow- 
throated  Warbler  at  Rondeau  PE  was  last  seen 

29  Aug  (AMM,  RBM).  A Yellow-breasted  Chat 
was  banded  at  Ruthven  Historical  Park,  Cay- 
uga, Haldimand  22  Sep  (RL). 

An  American  Tree  Sparrow  at  Longridge 
Point  10  Sep  (MSF,  GS,  JLH)  was  a very  early 
fall  migrant.  A Clay-colored  Sparrow  at  the 
North  Bay  landfill  26  Sep  (AW)  was  very  late 
for  Nipissing;  other  individuals  were  noted  in 
Point  Pelee  28  Sep  (WGL,  KAMn)  and  6 Oct 
(KGDB,  BRH)  and  at  Long  Point  P.P  8-22  Oct 
(m.ob.).  Single  Le  Contes  Sparrows  were  found 
at  Guelph,  Wellington  2 Oct  QBF  et  al),  Con- 
stance Creek,  Ottawa  3 Oct  QHS),  VWB.  6 Oct 
(TGT),  Blenheim  S.L.  7 Oct  (BAM),  and  Lake 
Travers  Marsh  15  Oct  (LAF  et  al);  one  at  Point 
Pelee  22-24  Nov  (AW,  JMT  et  al.)  was  very  late. 
Nelson’s  Sparrows  were  found  in  small  num- 
bers at  traditional  sites,  with  an  influx  of  up  to 
16  at  the  mouth  of  Constance  Creek  27  Sep-7 
Oct  QHS,  m.ob.).  A female-type  Summer  Tan- 
ager  was  at  Old  Cut,  Long  Point  25  Sep  (CA), 
and  there  was  a female  Western  Tanager  in 
Westdale  Ravine,  Hamilton  4 Nov  (RZD,  CEE). 
Northern  Cardinals  made  an  unexplained 
surge  northward,  with  at  least  12  in  Algon- 
quin PR,  where  they  are  usually  very  rare,  late 
Sep-Nov  (fide  RGT);  the  North  Bay  area  had 
reports  from  feeders  in  at  least  30  locations  14 
Oct-i-  (fide  MJP);  Manitoulin  reported  a “strange 
influx,”  with  9 at  a feeder  usually  hosting  one 
at  most  in  South  Baymouth  27  Oct  (DRo)  and 
24  individuals  tallied  at  various  locations  28 
Oct  (fide  CTB);  and  unusually  high  numbers 
visited  rural  feeders  in  Muskoka  through  Nov, 
rather  than  feeders  in  towns,  where  they  are 
more  expected  (fide  BLT).  A female-type  Indigo 


This  immature  male  Carolina  Wren  at  Moosonee,  Cochrane  Dis- 
trict, Ontario  30  September  201 2 provided  the  first  record  for  the 
Hudson  Bay  Lowlands  and  apparently  the  most  northerly  record 
anywhere  for  this  species.  Photograph  by  Alan  Wormington. 
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Bunting  at  the  Moosonee  S.L.  30  Sep  (JDV,  AW, 
MWJ)  was  very  rare  for  s.  James  Bay.  A male 
Painted  Bunting  frequented  a feeder  in  North 
York,  Toronto  21-28  Oct  (MD).  At  Point  Pelee, 
breeding  Dickcissels  at  Hillman  Marsh  were 
last  reported  8 Aug  (BAM),  and  the  last  of  the 
birds  breeding  in  the  Onion  Fields  was  seen 
there  24  Aug  QDV).  An  ad.  female  Dickcissel 
at  West  Beach  22  Aug  (PDC)  was  considered  a 
fall  migrant;  3 were  near  Lavender,  Dufferin  28 
Aug  (TLH),  where  they  had  apparently  bred  in 
pastureland;  one  was  at  Pumpkin  Point,  Sault 
Ste.  Marie  2 Sep  (DMB);  at  the  Tip  of  Long 
Point  singles  were  seen  13  Sep  (SMJ,  JLP)  and  6 
Oct  (MKS);  a female  at  Calf  Pasture,  Presqu’ile 
P.P.  15  Sep  (RC,  m.ob.)  was  the  first  for  the 
area  since  2006;  and  an  imm.  male  at  Burgess 
Park,  Woodstock  27  Nov  QMH)  furnished  the 
second  fall  record  for  Oxford. 

A family  unit  of  4 Western  Meadowlarks 
was  at  Pass  Lake,  Thunder  Bay  9 Aug  (BJM); 
a calling  Western  at  Seacliff  7 Oct  (AW,  BRH, 
RPC)  was  record  early  and  rare  for  Point  Pelee. 
A flock  of  18  meadowlarks  w.  of  Port  Ryerse, 
Norfolk  1 Nov  ORA)  was  noteworthy.  There 
were  4 Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  in  a wet- 
land near  Mitchell’s  Bay,  Chatham-Kent  6 Sep 
(AEK),  a known  breeding  location;  after  an 
early  snowstorm,  one  frequented  a feeder  near 
Wabigoon  Lake,  Dryden  7-13  Oct  (DJMS),  one 
was  at  Hidden  Valley,  Kitchener,  Waterloo  13 
Oct  (NET),  and  a male  was  near  Paris,  Brant 
12  Nov  QBF). 

Many  “winter  finches”  appeared  in  the  s. 
of  the  province  by  the  end  of  the  period.  The 
Pine  Grosbeak  movement  was  light  through 
Nov,  though  singles  reached  the  Tip  of  Long 
Pt.  31  Oct  (SAM)  and  Old  Cut  2-4  Nov  (CAS). 
Purple  Finches  visited  feeders  in  the  s.  in  good 
numbers  through  Oct  but  then  became  scarce. 
Red  Crossbills  were  widespread  starting  late 
Aug,  even  in  the  sw.,  where  Chatham-Kent  re- 
ported several  flocks  of  5-10  birds,  the  most  re- 
corded in  decades  (fide  BAM),  and  Point  Pelee 
had  similar  numbers  28  Aug-23  Nov,  the  first 
since  1997,  including  first-ever  records  of  Type 
3 (fide  AW).  White- winged  Crossbills  remained 
plentiful  in  the  nw.  but  also  moved  southward, 
with  a record  11  banded  at  Old  Cut,  Long 
Point  through  the  season  (fide  SAM).  Common 
Redpolls  moved  in  good  numbers,  with  scat- 
tered reports  in  the  s.  of  single  Hoary  Redpolls 
among  the  flocks  (m.ob.).  Pine  Siskins  des- 
cended in  huge  numbers  from  late  Sep  through 
Oct:  in  Northumberland,  it  was  considered  eas- 
ily the  heaviest  flight  on  record,  with  reports  of 
some  3043  birds,  including  flocks  of  up  to  200 
(fide  CEG).  Evening  Grosbeaks  were  also  wel- 
comed back  to  s.  areas  of  the  province  they  had 
not  visited  for  some  time,  with  flocks  of  100  or 
more  at  several  locations. 
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This  handsome  Townsend's  Solitaire  feasted  on  rosehips  at  Bernard  Lake,  Parry  Sound  District 
9 November  2012.  Photograph  by  Donald  R.  Norman. 


Corrigendum:  For  the 
fall  2011  season  (North 
American  Birds  66:  68- 
75),  delete  the  Western 
Sandpiper  at  Netitishi 
Point  8 Nov. 
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Overshadowing  all  other  aspects  of  au- 
tumn 2012  was  the  passage  of  Hur- 
ricane Sandy,  which  made  landfall  in 
coastal  New  Jersey  29  October.  The  storm  had 
tremendous  impacts  on  birds  in  Pennsylvania, 
reflected  by  the  astonishing  haul  of  storm- 
related  rarities  and  regular  migrants  that  ap- 
peared during  the  high  rains  and  heavy  winds 
of  30  October.  Birding  coverage  was  extensive, 
and  the  ease  of  communication  among  bird- 
ers during  the  storm  facilitated  bird-hnding 
and  dissemination  of  safety  information.  Aside 
from  rain-related  waterbird  fallout,  no  birds  di- 
rectly attributable  to  the  storm  were  discovered 
before  it  made  landfall  on  the  evening  of  29 
October;  however,  at  hrst  light  on  30  October, 
a statewide  rarity  bonanza  and  amplihed  wa- 
terfowl fallout  were  in  full  effect.  Storm  bird 
fallout  was  heaviest  along  the  lower  Delaware 
and  Susquehanna  Rivers;  however,  reservoirs 
in  the  southeast,  Ridge-and-valley,  and  south- 
ern Allegheny  Plateau  also  received  some  cov- 
erage. Sightings  of  seabird  rarities  were  con- 
centrated near  the  center  of  the  storms  track 
across  southern  Pennsylvania  on  30  October 
(with  some  exceptions),  while  general  fallout 
of  waterbird  migrants  was  felt  nearly  statewide 
29-31  October.  This  storms  major  stories  in 
Pennsylvania  involved  the  large  numbers  and 
wide  distribution  of  sightings  of  Leach’s  Storm- 
Petrel,  Red  Phalarope,  and  Pomarine  Jaeger, 
but  the  widespread  fallouts  of  waterfowl  and 
shorebirds  were  also  signihcant. 

At  about  the  same  time.  Cave  Swallows  were 
found  in  unprecedented  numbers,  28  October 
through  1 November.  Most  appeared  to  be  of 
subspecies  pelodoma,  as  expected,  and  were 
most  likely  hatching-year  dispersers  that  were 
concentrated  with  other  swallows  along  rivers 
and  reservoirs  by  the  storm’s  passage  (rather 
than  vagrants  that  were  carried  to  Pennsylvania 
by  the  storm’s  track).  Aside  from  the  swallows, 
the  only  passerine  record  that  seems  attribut- 
able to  Sandy  was  the  Saltmarsh  Sparrow.  It  is 
likely  that  this  was  a coastal  refugee  seeking 
unflooded  habitat  following  the  storm  surge 
incursion  over  much  of  the  saltmarsh  habitat 
along  the  mid-Atlantic  coast;  indeed,  the  keen 


finders  had  been  targeting  such  potential  refu- 
gee species  at  the  location,  a grassy,  reservoir- 
edge  meadow  known  for  consistent  records 
of  migrant  rails  and  Ammodramus  sparrows. 
Finally,  the  Region  experienced  strong  flights 
of  virtually  all  northern  hnches,  many  of  which 
continued  into  the  winter  season. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  PETRELS 

An  average  flight  of  Snow  Geese  in  the  west  be- 
gan early  with  the  arrival  of  Ohio  singles  25  Sep 
in  Lorain  (Black  River  Audubon)  and  Delaware 
(GMi).  In  contrast  to  fall  2011,  a mere  3 Ross’s 
Geese  were  detected  in  Ohio,  with  one  early 
appearance  in  Erie  9 Oct  (DGo).  Still  rare  in 
West  Virginia,  one  was  in  Charleston,  Kanawha 
17-18  Nov  (Hulett  Good,  Doren  Burrell). 
Roughly  40  Cackling  Geese  across  Ohio  was 
par  for  recent  fall  seasons.  The  only  flock  noted 
within  the  Central  Highlands  was  in  Alleghe- 
ny, PA  21-29  Nov  (6;  MV,  STh).  Along  with  a 
steady  uptick  in  reports  of  Cackling  Geese  and 
Greater  White-fronted  Geese,  two  Greenland- 
nesting geese  have  become 
essentially  annual  in  with 
the  huge  Canada  (and  oc- 
casionally Snow)  Goose 
flocks  of  se.  Pennsylva- 
nia: a Pink-footed  Goose 
visited  Peace  Valley  Park, 

Bucks  17-19  Nov  (AM) 
and  a Barnacle  Goose  was 
in  Lower  Makeheld  Twp., 

Bucks  30-31  Oct  (Devich 
Farbotnik).  Mute  swan, 
a rare  visitor  to  West  Vir- 
ginia, may  be  attempting  a 
foothold  there,  as  a pair  remained  at  McClintic 
WM.A,  Mason  17  Aug  (TD),  about  60  km  from 
a breeding  site  in  Hocking,  OH,  where  12  were 
present  1 1 Aug  (TD).  A strong  flight  of  Tundra 


Swan  was  detected.  Along  the  main  corridor 
over  the  mountains,  the  450  in  Jefferson  14 
Nov  (N.  Wade  Snyder)  made  a healthy  count 
for  West  Virginia.  This  was  coincident  with 
1750  in  Mercer,  PA  14  Nov  (R.  Nugent),  while 
in  ne.  Ohio,  the  main  passage  came  24  Nov 
with  1350  in  Geauga  (DGo,  Christine  McAn- 
lis).  Substantial  numbers  off  the  main  flyway 
included  393  at  Killdeer  Plains  WA.,  Wyandot, 
OH  24  Nov  (CBo),  representing  a record  count 
from  the  glaciated  plains.  Trumpeter  Swans  are 
increasing  in  Pennsylvania,  and  although  they 
have  been  regular  in  nw.  Pennsylvania  for  sev- 
eral years,  they  are  still  rare  in  the  southeast. 
One  was  at  Chambers  Lake,  Chester  17-20 
Nov  (Rick  Robinson),  2 were  on  the  Schuylkill 
River,  Chester  26  Nov-i-  (Lisa  Miller,  Rob  Blye), 
and  2 were  seen  at  Green  Lane  Reservoir,  Mont- 
gomery 19  Nov  (AM,  Judy  Mirabella).  A female 
King  Eider  offered  great  views  off  Edgewater 
Park,  Cuyahoga  16-17  Nov  (ph.  JBr,  m.ob.). 
A Harlequin  Duck  was  off  Headland  Beach 
S.P,  Lake  30  Oct  (KM).  An  exceptional  Sandy- 
induced  fallout  of  Ruddy 
Ducks  across  the  Region 
was  punctuated  by  flocks 
in  Pennsylvania  of  4964 
at  Greenlick  Run  Reser- 
voir, Fayette  29  Oct  (STh), 
3000  at  Prince  Gallitzin 
S.P,  Cambria  29  Oct  (fide 
GM),  and  1200  at  Yellow 
Creek  S.P,  Indiana  30  Oct 
(Richard  Nugent).  In  West 
Virginia,  at  least  4100  were 
on  Cheat  Lake,  Monongalia 
30  Oct  (T.  Bronson). 

Hurricane  Sandy  dropped  early  Red-throat- 
ed Loons  onto  lakes  and  rivers;  the  species 
was  detected  in  an  impressive  16  Pennsylvania 
counties  30-31  Oct,  about  two  weeks  before 


One  of  hundreds,  perhaps  thousands,  displaced 
by  Hurricane  Sandy,  this  Leach's  Storm-Petrel 
was  captured  on  film  at  Shawnee  State  Park, 
Bedford  County,  Pennsylvania  on  30  October 
2012.  Photograph  by  Geoff  Malosh. 


C On  the  heels  of  the  second  largest  flight  into  Lake  Erie's  Central  Basin  in  201 1,  Sonc//s 
.✓fldisplacement  of  Brant  in  2012  was  startling,  as  it  surpassed  the  record  flight  of  1985. 
Reports  from  numerous  lakeshore  sites  in  Ashtabula,  Lake,  and  Cuyahoga  in  late  Oct  likely  In- 
volve some  overlap  in  numbers  but  no  fewer  than  425  birds  were  detected  (JBr,  DSr,  m.ob.). 
The  main  flight  involved  a state  record  330  birds  off  Perry  Township  Park,  Lake  28  Oct  (LK), 
with  95  following  along  in  Ashtabula  31  Oct  (JHy).The  165  in  Cleveland  30  Oct  (JBr)  made 
the  largest  concentration  recorded  for  Cuyahoga.  As  usual,  the  shallow  Western  Basin  never 
fares  so  well  with  this  species,  and  just  1 2 were  detected  in  Lucas  1 1 Nov  (GMi).  Eleven  birds 
were  found  inland,  led  by  the  count  of  5 in  Hartcock  9-20  Nov  (JLo,  RSs).  Individuals  trickled 
down  the  Ohio  River,  visiting  Jefferson,  OH  23  Nov  (SP),  Wetzel,  WV  7 Nov  (WJ),  and  Raven- 
swood,  Jackson,  WV  10  & 17  Nov  (MG,  TD).  Likely  the  same  bird,  one  was  downstream  at 
Gallipolis  Ferry,  Mason  23  Nov  (MG,  DP),  representing  only  the  2nd  record  for  the  s.  Ohio 
River  corridor  in  West  Virginia.  A remarkable  22  on  Cheat  Lake,  Monongalla,\N\/  29  Oct  (John 
Boback)  were  at  the  s.  tip  of  the  flight,  in  Pennsylvania,  at  least  680  were  detected  w.  of  the 
Allegheny  Front,  highlighted  by  200  at  Beltzville  Lake,  Carbon  Oct  30  (RW),  1 53  in  Bedford  30 
Oct  (ML),  77  in  Fayette  29  Oct  (STh),  and  75  in  Indiana  31  Oct  (Jeff  McDonald). 
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C A Like  the  flight  of  Brant,  the  displacement  of  sea  ducks  into  the  Lake  Erie  Basin  was 
Dt\of  epic  proportions.  Of  more  than  300  Surf  Scoters  found  in  Ohio  waters,  90%  were 
on  Lake  Erie,  with  a third  of  those  in  Cuyahoga  led  by  flocks  of  65  on  27  Oct  and  47  on  30 
Oct  (JBr).  Inlands  reports  s.  to  the  Ohio  River  included  3 each  in  Clermont  17  Nov  (BSy)  and 
Washington  27  Oct  (Kyle  Carsen).  Thirty  were  located  in  West  Virginia  led  by  21  on  Cheat 
Lake,  Monongalia  30  Oct  (DC). 

The  White-winged  Scoter  flight  across  Ohio  was  the  most  extensive  ever  recorded,  inland, 
about  50  were  scattered  across  14  counties  led  by  1 0 in  Richland  28  Oct  (GC)  and  1 1 in  Han- 
cock 1 Nov  (RSs).This  reflected  the  unprecedented  movement  along  Lake  Erie  involving  no 
fewer  than  300  birds,  with  200  off  Sims  Park,  Cuyahoga  27  Oct  the  highest  count  (JBr).  This 
represents  a record  high  count  for  Cleveland  and  the  state.  The  previous  record  of  1 86  set 
in  1990  was  a spring  count  10  Mar,  also  at  Sims  Park. The  central  Highlands  of  Pennsylvania 
saw  about  60  birds  drop  down  across  nine  counties  led  by  22  at  Yellow  Creek  S.P.,  Indiana  30 
Oct  (Tim  Schrekengost).This  flight  spilled  over  into  West  Virginia,  where  1 1 total  were  found 
atTygart  Lake,  Taylor  29  Oct  (5;  Joe  Hildreth),  Cheat  Lake,  Monongalia  28-30  Oct  (2;TB,  DC), 
Alpine  Lake,  Preston  17  Nov  (2;TB),  and  Kimsey  Run  Lake,  GrantSl  Oct-17  Nov  (2;  DCa,  FA). 

Even  less  likely  to  be  found  in  the  Allegheny  highlands,  only  Black  Scoters  were  reported 
in  w.  Pennsylvania  away  from  Lake  Erie.  These  included  birds  in  Clearfield  18  Nov  (1;  Jackson 
Martini),  in  Cambria  1 Nov  (2;  Michael  David),  in  Somerset  28  Oct  (2;  ML,  Blaine  Carnes),  and 
at  Yellow  Creek  S.P.,  Indiana  30  Oct  (3;  ph.Tim  Schrekengost).  Other  Black  Scoters  were  s.  to 
West  Virginia  at  Cheat  Lake,  Monongalia  28  Oct  (7;TB),Tygart  Lake,  Taylor  15  Nov  (2;  ph.  Joe 
Hildreth),  and  at  South  Mill  Lake,  Grant  4 Nov  (1;  FA).  Over  100  Black  Scoters  were  recorded 
in  the  Central  Basin  of  Lake  Erie  led  by  40  offLa/(e29  0ct  (LK).  Fourteen  in  a flock  at  Maumee 
Bay  S.P.,  Lucas  28  Oct  (SD)  were  the  only  ones  to  reach  the  Western  Basin.  In  Pennsylvania, 
scoter  reports  tended  to  involve  lower  numbers,  with  the  largest  single  species/single  loca- 
tion count  being  38  Surf  Scoters  along  the  Susquehanna  River,  Dauphin  30  Oct  (m.ob.). 


typical  peak  flights  through  the  state.  Eleven 
Ohio  counties,  away  from  Lake  Erie,  hosted 
the  species,  and  one  appeared  at  Belleville 
Lock  & Dam,  Wood  8-15  Nov  Qon  Bennedetti, 
Dick  & Jeanette  Esker,  Kyle  Carsen,  m.ob.) 
for  only  the  second  on  the  Ohio  River  in  West 
Virginia  in  the  past  10  years.  Pennsylvania’s 
fourth  Pacific  Loon  appeared  at  Bentleyville, 
Washington,  PA  3-10  Nov  (Andy  Berchin  et 
al).  Though  discovered  several  days  after  the 
storm’s  passage,  this  bird  was  likely  to  have 
been  grounded  by  Sandy.  Memorial  Lake  S.P., 
Lebanon,  PA  was  a grebe  mecca,  with  all  five 
of  that  state’s  recorded  species  being  present 
simultaneously  in  Nov.  This  show  was  high- 
lighted 4-16  Nov  by  the  state’s  second  record  of 
Western  Grebe  (Lou  Carpenter,  m.ob.).  Ohio 
hosted  one  at  Mosquito  Lake  S.P,  Trumbull  25 
Oct-3  Nov  (CCh,  HM,  CH,  m.ob.)  and  one 
on  La  Due  Reservoir,  Geauga  2-21  Nov  (KM, 
M.  Valencic,  m.ob.).  The  Red-necked  Grebe 
flight  through  Ohio  was  slightly  above  average, 
with  11  birds,  all  singles  but  for  2 at  Marys- 
ville, Union  30  Oct-5  Nov  (ph.  DSr,  ph.  IS,  M. 
Schroeder,  m.ob.).  Pour  Ohio  Eared  Grebes 
27  Oct-18  Nov  were  reported  as  singles  from 
Allen  (RA)  and  Trumbull  (BWa,  SI),  with  2 at 
Findlay  Reservoir,  Hancock  (RSs). 

A moribund  light-morph  Herald  Petrel, 
furnishing  Pennsylvania’s  first  record,  was 


found  under  a mailbox  in  Hollidaysburg,  Blair 
3 Nov,  certainly  the  rarest  of  birds  reported 
in  the  wake  of  Sandy.  Leach’s  Storm-Petrels 
were  found  in  nine  Pennsylvania  counties  30 
Oct,  with  a high  count  of  17  on  the  Delaware 
River  in  Philadelphia  (George  L.  Armistead, 
ph.,  m.ob.);  Peregrine  Falcons  killed  at  least 
2 Leach’s  and  were  seen  chasing  several  oth- 
ers along  the  lower  Delaware  River  Qeff  Gor- 
don, m.ob.).  None  were  recorded  the  next  day, 
indicating  either  rapid  returns  to  the  ocean 
(possibly  true  of  the  Delaware  and  Susque- 
hanna River  sightings)  or  quick  demise  in 
an  inland  setting.  Prior  to  Sandy,  there  were 
only  two  documented  Leach’s  Storm-Petrel  re- 
cords from  Pennsylvania.  Reports  of  Wilson’s 
Storm-Petrel  during  and  just  after  Sandy  (from 
Berks  30  Oct  and  Huntingdon  31  Oct)  will  be 
reviewed  by  Pennsylvania  Ornithological  Re- 
cords Committee. 

GANNETS THROUGH  JAEGERS 

A very  rare  inland  ad.  Northern  Gannet  was 
among  many  storm  highlights  30  Oct  on  the 
Susquehanna  River,  Dauphin,  PA  (Melissa 
Roach).  Six  American  White  Pelicans  were 
reported  from  Ohio,  with  singles  at  East  Fork 
S.P,  Clermont  13  Oct  (BSy),  Buck  Creek  S.P., 
Clark  30  Oct  (DO,  B.  Menker),  and  Hoover 
27-30  Oct  (ph.  PHu,  BWa,  m.ob.),  and  3 in 


the  Western  Basin  marshes,  Lucas/Ottawa  29- 
30  Sep  (m.ob.).  A Brown  Pelican  at  Atwood 
Lake,  Carroll  24-30  Sep  (fide  Jim  McCormac, 
ph.  LK,  S.  Lindon,  m.ob.)  was  a first  for  the 
Unglaciated  Plateau  of  Ohio.  Remarkably,  an- 
other (same?)  bird  was  found  on  the  Muddy 
creek  embayment  of  Sandusky  Bay,  Sandusky  8 
Oct  (ph.  JBo)  and  generated  a report  the  same 
day  near  Lake  Erie  in  adjacent  Ottawa  (OBS). 
Post-breeding  dispersal  of  Snowy  Egrets  in  Aug 
brought  6 to  portions  of  Ohio  away  from  the 
breeding  sites  in  the  Western  basin.  Especially 
notable  were  4 in  the  ne.,  where  2 were  seen 
at  West  Branch  Reservoir,  Portage  15  Aug  (K. 
Parsons)  and  singles  at  Chippewa  Lake,  Medina 
6 & 26  Aug  (CDr,  Ben  Nickley)  and  m Ma- 
honing 6 Aug  (CH).  Surprisingly  late  vagrants 
appeared  on  Lake  Erie  in  Cuyahoga:  one  in  the 
Rocky  River  drainage  3-11  Sep  GbP  E-  Kam- 
posek)  and  one  at  Wendy  Park,  Cleveland  29 
Sep-6  Oct  QBr,  R.  Kassouf,  m.ob.). 

Rare  autumn  reports  of  American  Bittern 
from  the  s.-cen.  Allegheny  Highlands  involved 
singles  at  Lake  Somerset,  Somerset,  PA  25  Sep 
(ML)  and  in  Barbour,  WV  4 Oct  (KA).  The  late 
flight  of  Cattle  Egrets  was  widespread,  with  sin- 
gles along  the  Cleveland  lakefront  14  Oct  Obr), 
at  East  Fork  S.P,  Clermont  18-20  Oct  (Renne  & 
Bill  McGill),  at  Sandy  Ridge  Metropark,  Lorain 
17-19  Oct  (M.  Sandy,  BWa),  in  Licking  20  Oct 
(MB),  at  Byers  Woods,  Ashland  27  Oct  (GC), 
and  at  Killbuck  Marsh  WA.,  Wayne  25  Nov 
(Dwayne  Martin).  Two  White-faced  Ibis  were 
at  Fernald  Preserve,  Hamilton,  OH  6 Sep  (ph. 
David  Tibbetts).  Three  unidentified  Plegadis 
appeared  at  Ottawa  N.W.R.,  Lucas/Ottawa,  OH 
22  Sep  Qohn  Habig). 

The  5 Black  Vultures  at  Byrd  Dam,  Mason, 
WV  represented  a high  concentration  for  an 
Ohio  River  site  23  Aug  (CE).  One  was  n.  to 
Medina,  OH  7 Aug  (Maria  Stager.  Nathan 
Stenner).  A Golden  Eagle  had  reached  the 
Hanging  Rock  hawkwatch,  Monroe  by  16  Sep 


Hurricane  Sandy  brought  many  Leach's  Storm-Petrels  inland, 
including  this  bird  at  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  29  October 
2012.  Photograph  by  Tom  Johnson. 
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C A The  post-breeding  flight  of  Little  Blue  Herons  that  began  in  Jul,  the  largest  into 

3 tithe  Region  since  the  1930s,  continued  into  Aug.  Seven  birds  in  sw.  Ohio  included 

4 at  Caesar  Creek  S.P.,  Clinton  (HM,  Doug  Gilham,  L.  Hertzog),  and  1 0 were  found  in  cen. 
Ohio  led  by  6 at  Dillon  W.A.,  Muskingum  1 Aug  (MB,  MSm). Three  at  Kokoslng  Lake,  Knox 
3 Aug  (DMC)  were  exceptional  for  that  county.  The  ne.  enjoyed  20  birds,  including  6 
at  La  Due  Reservoir,  Geauga  6 Aug  (I.  Schmidt,  W.  Hatch),  4 at  V/est  Branch  Reservoir, 
Portage  12  Aug  (A.  Freeman),  and  4 at  Mill  Creek  Wildlife  Sanctuary,  Mahoning  18  Aug 
(JHy).  Rare  county  records  came  from  Tuscarawas  14  Aug  (HM),  Carrol!  28  Aug  (KM), 
Medina  25-27  Aug  (JBr,  CDr),  and  Cuyahoga  25  Aug  (JBr).The  flight  was  also  detected 
in  w.  Pennsylvania.  West  Virginia  had  singles  at  two  locations  along  the  Ohio  River  in 
Wood  1 1 Aug  (TB),  and  4-5  were  at  Green  Bottom  \¥.A.,  Cabell  2-17  Aug  (MG,  R.  Talbert, 
TD,  m.ob.),  with  2 remaining  there  25  Aug  (DP). 


(Deborah  Beutler).  Rare  in  cen.  Ohio,  one  was 
in  Knox  23  Nov  (DMC).  During  the  five  days 
after  Sandy,  121  Goldens  passed  Bake  Oven 
Knob,  Lehigh,  PA.  A Swallow-tailed  Kite  was 
photographed  near  Holmesville,  Holmes,  OH 
6 Aug  (ph.  S.  Snyder).  Apparently  represent- 
ing another  local  breeding  effort  in  Ohio,  3 
Mississippi  Kites,  an  ad.  in  the  company  of 
2 juvs.,  were  in  the  greater  Cincinnati  area  at 
Lever  Park,  Hamilton  Co.  3-14  Aug  (J.  Cade, 
ph.  LK,  ph.  B.  Powell,  m.ob.).  The  only  reli- 
able report  of  a Northern  Goshawk  from  Ohio 
came  from  Ottawa  N.WR.,  Lucas/Ottawa,  OH 


Locally  rare,  this  Yeliow-crowned  Night-Heron  was  at  Cook 
Forest,  Jefferson  Coonty,  Pennsylvania  26  Aygust  2012. 
Photograph  by  Geoff Malosh. 


31  Oct  QBo).  A Swainson’s  Hawk  was  nicely 
documented  from  Hogueland  Rd.,  Grant,  WV 
30  Sep  (ph.  FA),  while  one  at  Hawk  Moun- 
tain Sanctuary,  Schuylkill,  PA  4 Nov  (Anthony 
Uhrich,  Kim  Gruener)  was  late. 

Yellow  Rails  found  in  Somerset  6 Oct  (ML) 
and  Washington  5-6  Oct  (Dave  Wilton,  STh) 
fall  into  the  typical  Oct  migration  window  in 
Pennsylvania.  Nine  American  Oystercatchers 
were  reported  in  Pennsylvania  30  Oct:  one  at 
Nockamixon  S.R,  Bucks  (ph.  Bill  Etter  et  al),  3 
at  West  Fairview,  Dauphin  (MR  et  al),  one  at 
Penn  Warner  Tract,  Bucks  (fide  CM),  2 at  Mar- 
ket Square  Memorial  Park,  Delaware  (DC,  TJ, 
CR),  and  2 rather  far  w.  at  Shawnee  S.P.,  Bed- 
ford (CM,  ML,  STh);  there  are  few  state  records 
otherwise,  at  least  one  of  those  clearly  related 
to  tropical  storm  activity.  An  American  Golden- 
Plover  in  Grant,  WW  29  Sep  (FA)  was  rare  for 
the  Allegheny  Front.  A Piping  Plover  appeared 
at  Conneaut  20  Aug  QHy,  m.ob.).  Outstanding 
was  a flock  of  10  American  Avocets  at  V/infield 
Locks  and  Dam,  Putnam,  WV  6 Aug  (CE).  The 
Lake  Erie  flight  featured  18  within  the  Western 
Basin  led  by  9 at  Ottawa  N.WR.,  Lucas/Ottawa, 
OH  4 Sep  (KM),  while  16  were  detected  within 
the  Central  Basin,  the  highest  count  being  6 
in  Cleveland  5 Aug  (JBr).  The  bulk  of  14  in- 
land birds  appeared  at  Funk  Bottoms,  Wayne 
6 Sep  (12;  SS).  A weak  Willet  flight  through 
Ohio  numbered  just  22  at  Lake  Erie 
sites  led  by  10  at  Conneaut  5 Aug 
QHy).  Eight  inland  w.  of  the  Ap- 
palachians made  a decent  count; 
5 were  at  Caesar  Creek  S.E,  War- 
ren, OH  5 Aug  (RA)  and  a single  at 
Green  Bottom  W.A.,  Cabell,  WV  25 
Aug  (Charles  Thompson).  In  a sea- 
son not  noted  for  lingering  shore- 
birds,  4 Lesser  Yellowlegs  at  Ottawa 
N.WR.,  Lucas/Ottawa,  OH  23  Nov 
(SD)  were  late.  Seven  Upland  Sand- 
pipers along  Lake  Erie  away  from 
dwindling  breeding  sites  may  owe 
more  to  intensive  field  effort  than 
a real  uptick  in  numbers  (JBr,  JBo, 


Lake  Somerset  in  Somerset  County,  Pennsylvania  makes  an  excellent  fall  blrd- 
ing  destination,  as  suggested  by  this  American  Avscet,  photographed  there  7 
September  2012.  Photograph  by  Geoff  Malosh. 


Kenn  Kaufman,  m.ob.).  A subpar  migration  of 
Western  Sandpiper  through  Ohio  peaked  with 
10  at  Ottawa  N.WR.,  Lucas/Ottawa,  OH  7-8 
Nov  (|Bo,  SD).  One  in  Monongalia  10  Sep  (DC) 
is  a rare  report  from  West  Virginia.  An  average 
flight  of  Whimbrel  along  Lake  Erie  numbered 
10  total,  with  4 in  Cleveland  5 & 12  Aug  (JBr). 

Among  23  total  Hudsonian  (Sodwits  in  the 
Western  basin,  14  were  at  South  Creek,  San- 
dusky Bay,  Sandusky  30  Aug  QBo);  one  was 
inland  to  Batelle-Darby  Metropark,  Frank- 
lin, OH  1 Sep  QPo).  During  Sandy,  2 were 
on  the  Susquehanna  River  at  West  Fairview, 
Dauphin  30  Oct  (AM.  RK,  m.ob.).  About  15 
Marbled  Godwits  were  scattered  along  Lake 
Erie  through  13  Oct  (E.  Kistler,  m.ob.).  Singles 
were  inland  to  Berlin  Lake,  Stark  25  Aug  (KM) 
and  St.  Mary’s  State  Fish  Hatchery,  Auglaize, 
OH  12-13  Aug  (ph.  DSr,  MB,  m.ob.).  The  Re- 
gional autumn  high  count  of  195  Red  Knots 
came  very  late  on  the  Susquehanna  River,  Dau- 
phin 30  Oct  (Ramsay  Koury).  The  Ohio  flight 
involved  about  12  birds  from  four  counties.  A 
Sanderling  at  Vandalia,  Lewis  27  Aug  (WJ)  was 
the  only  one  reported  from  West  Virginia.  A 
White-rumped  Sandpiper  lingered  at  St.  Mary’s 
State  Fish  Hatchery,  Auglaize,  OH  6-14  Nov 
(ph.  DSr).  An  average  flight  of  Baird’s  Sandpip- 
ers was  highlighted  by  7 at  Findlay  Reservoir, 
Hancock,  OH  8 Sep  (RSs).  A strong  flight  of 
Pectoral  Sandpipers  was  noted  through  the  w. 
portion  of  the  Region;  representative  tallies  in- 
cluded 90  at  Dillon  W.A.,  Muskingum,  OH  1 
Aug  (KM),  111  at  Mosquito  Creek  Reservoir, 
Trumbull,  OH  14  Aug  (RG),  147  at  Battelle- 
Darby  Metropark,  Franklin,  OH  8 Aug  (DSr), 
180  at  Ottawa  N.WR.,  Lucas/Ottawa,  OH  12 
Oct  Obo),  and  210  at  McClure  Marsh,  San- 
dusky Bay,  Ottawa,  OH  7 Aug  QBo).  In  the  e. 
portion  of  the  Region,  large  numbers  of  Dun- 
lins were  knocked  down  by  Sandy  in  27  Penn- 
sylvania counties.  The  strongest  Ohio  flight 
of  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  through  the  w.  in 
several  years  involved  22  birds  at  inland  locales 
with  another  23  along  Lake  Erie.  An  early  ar- 
rival 4 Aug  at  Hoover  (ph.  DSr,  BWa)  was  at 
the  vanguard  of  a peak  inland  tally  of  8 birds 
at  Findlay  Reservoir,  Hancock,  OH  8 Sep  (RSs). 
Six  at  Medusa  Marsh,  Erie,  OH  led  counts  on 
Lake  Erie  26  Aug  OBo).  Single  Long-billed 
Dowitchers  within  the  Allegheny  foothills, 
where  rare,  were  reported  from  Mosquito  Lake, 
Trumbull,  OH  14  Aug  (RG),  Crawford,  PA  30 
Sep  (S.  Collins),  and  Somerset,  PA  24-26  Sep 
(ML,  J.  McDonald).  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  had 
a strong  presence  in  w.  Ohio  5 Aug-12  Sep, 
when  at  least  24  birds  were  found  across  Ohio, 
with  2 reaching  nw.  Pennsylvania.  An  aston- 
ishing 190  Red  Phalaropes  were  reported  from 
18  Pennsylvania  counties  spanning  the  width 
of  the  state,  with  dates  ranging  from  29  Oct-1 
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Interior  reservoirs  can  be  excellent  places  to  find  errant  Franklin's  Gulls  In  autumn.  These 
five  dropped  in  at  Shenango  River  Reservoir,  Mercer  County,  Pennsylvania  22  September 
2012.  Photograph  by  Geoff Malosh. 


ThisWhimbrel  at  Lake  Somerset,  Pennsylvania  7 September  2012  furnished 
one  of  few  Somerset  County  records.  Photograph  by  Geoff  Mahsh. 


Nov  coincident  with  the  passage  of  Sandy.  Five 
Red-necked  Phalaropes  were  reported  from 
three  Pennsylvania  counties. 

Despite  low  numbers  of  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  re- 
ported across  22  Pennsylvania  counties,  small 
gull  diversity  was  impressive  during  Sandy.  In 
Pennsylvania,  Little  Gulls  were  found  at  three 
sites  away  from  Lake  Erie  during  or  immedi- 
ately after  the  storm:  one  in  Butler  31  Oct,  one 
in  Centre  30  Oct,  and  2 in  Wyoming  31  Oct, 
while  one  put  down  at  Tygart  Lake,  Taylor  29 
Oct  OHi),  for  a rare  West  Virginia  record.  Along 
Lake  Erie,  the  usual  few  Little  Gulls  appeared 
at  eight  locations  within  the  Central  Basin  27 
Oct-23  Nov  QBr,  KM,  IK,  m.ob.).  Boat  trips  on 
Lake  Erie,  typically  out  of  Cleveland  within  the 
Central  Basin,  have  enhanced  our  knowledge 
of  a few  fall  migrants  like  Sabine’s  Gull.  Four 
were  detected  23  Sep  (LK,  DGo,  m.ob.),  with 
3 present  15  Sep  QBr,  m.ob.).  In  Pennsylvania, 
Sabine’s  Gulls  were  found  in  Philadelphia  30 
Oct  and  Huntingdon  3 1 Oct  and  3 Black-legged 
Kittiwakes  were  seen  on  30  Oct,  one  each  in 
Bedford,  ClarionNenango,  and  Dauphin.  Two 
kittiwakes  appeared  off  the  Cleveland  lakefront 

30  Oct  QBr).  Single  Laughing  Gulls  appeared 
in  Ohio  at  Walnut  Beach,  Ashtabula  30  Aug 
(JHy)  and  East  Fork  S.P.,  Clermont  14  Nov  0-W 
Rettig),  with  2 at  Findlay  Reservoir,  Hancock 

31  Oct  (RSs).  The  detection  of  100+  Franklin’s 
Gulls  across  the  interior  of  Ohio  was  led  by 
31  at  Buck  Creek  S.P.,  Clark  23  Sep  (DO).  An- 
other 17  along  Lake  Erie  included  7 at  Huron, 
Erie,  OH  22  Sep  (DGo).  Up  to  4 were  at  Evans 
Lake,  Mahoning,  OH  21  Oct  QHy).  Five  were  in 
Pennsylvania  at  Shenango  Reservoir,  Mercer  22 
Sep  (GM).  A second-cycle  Mew  Gull  at  Huron, 
Erie,  OH  13  Oct  (ph.  DGo)  was  a great  find. 
Aug  records  of  Ohio  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls 
were  restricted  to  the  ne.  but  were  widespread 
thereafter,  as  evidenced  by  one  at  Indian  Lake 
S.P.,  Logan  5 Sep  (ph.  DSr)  and  15  at  Findlay 
Reservoir,  Hancock  17-20  Nov  (RSs,  JLo),  the 
second  highest  count  ever  from  the  interior. 

Sandy  was  clearly  responsible  for  wide- 


spread sightings  of  ex- 
tralimital/late  terns,  with 
Common  Terns  in  13 
counties  and  Forster’s 
Terns  in  15  counties  in 
Pennsylvania.  These  spe- 
cies sometimes  linger  late, 
but  the  widespread  sight- 
ings of  dozens  of  individ- 
uals suggest  entrainment/ 
displacement  from  coastal 
areas.  Common  Terns  are 
decidedly  uncommon  in 
the  Middle  Atlantic  states 
in  late  Oct,  which  suggests  that 
many  Commons  were  displaced 
northward  some  distance  before 
being  blown  inland.  Only  one 
Sooty  Tern  was  found,  a juv. 

Pennypack,  Philadelphia,  PA  30 
Oct  at  (Marshall  J.  lliff;  m.ob.); 
tropical  terns  were  not  expected 
to  appear  in  numbers  due  to 
this  storm’s  late  date.  Five  Royal 
Terns  were  at  Pennypack,  Phila- 
delphia 30  Oct  (Tom  Johnson, 
m.ob.),  and  one  was  at  Nocka- 
mixon  S.P,  Bucks  31  Oct  (Bill 
Etter,  Ben  Davies).  Single  Black 
Skimmers  were  found  in  Dau- 
phin, Lancaster,  and  Eranklin,  PA 
30  Oct;  only  tbe  Lancaster  bird  lingered  more 
than  one  day,  being  seen  until  4 Nov.  In  w. 
Pennsylvania,  one  of  the  storm’s  more  exciting 
results  was  the  presence  of  2 juv.  Black  Skim- 
mers at  McKees  Rocks,  Allegheny  4-6  Nov;  one 
lingered  until  9 Nov  (Mark  Vass;  m.ob.).  Ohio 
and  West  Virginia  did  not  detect  terns  in  el- 
evated numbers  during  or  after  the  storm.  In 
Ohio,  Caspian  Terns  were  noted  in  abundance: 
120  on  South  Creek,  Sandusky  Bay,  Sandusky 
30  Aug  was  among  the  higher  fall  counts  for 
the  state  (J.  Bosler),  and  49  at  La  Due  Reser- 
voir, Geauga  8 Aug  (SI)  was  exceptional  for  the 
ne.  away  from  Lake  Erie. 

An  astonishing  140  Po- 
marine  jaegers  were  re- 
ported from  16  counties  in 
Pennsylvania,  with  a major- 
ity of  these  found  in  flocks 
of  58  along  the  Susque- 
hanna River  in  Dauphin 
(RK,  AM,  m.ob.)  and  29  in 
Fayette  (MF).  As  many  as 
13  Parasitic  Jaegers  were  re- 
ported from  nine  counties, 
rounding  out  a spectacular 
jaeger  day  for  the  state.  Very 
few  unidentified  jaegers 
were  reported,  which  was 
somewhat  troubling,  given 


the  low  proportion  of  the  birds  that  were  pho- 
tographed or  documented  in  any  way,  the  poor 
visibility  during  the  storm’s  passage,  and,  for 
many  observers,  the  dearth  of  experience  in 
identifying  young  jaegers.  Two  inland  Poma- 
rine  Jaegers  on  the  Pennsylvania  border  at  Ev- 
ans Lake,  Mahoning,  OH  1 Nov  (CH)  were  like- 
ly storm  related,  but  Lake  Erie  jaeger  watchers 
did  not  detect  any  increase  as  a result  of  Sandy: 
about  7 Parasitic  Jaegers  were  reported  from 
the  Central  Basin  (ph.  LK,  m.ob.),  and  as  8-9 
Pomarine  Jaegers  made  the  high  count  27  Oct 
OBr). 

OWLS  THROUGH  FALCONS 

The  pair  of  nesting  Barn  Owls  at  Belleville, 
Wood,  WV  fledged  a second  brood  2 Oct  (DJE). 
A strong  flight  of  Northern  Saw- whet  Owls  was 
heralded  by  early  arrival  in  Harrison,  OH  9 Sep 
(SP)  and  in  Tuscarawas,  OH  13  Sep  (HM).  The 
species  had  reached  the  greater  Cincinnati 
area  by  10  Oct  (Cincinnati  Nature  Center).  In 
Pennsylvania,  a record  435  were  banded  at  Lit- 
tle Gap,  Northampton  (RW  et  al).  A multi-site 
project  from  Cumberland  to  Schuylkill  banded 
3474  plus  251  foreign  recaptures  (S.  Wei- 
densaul).  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  are  slowly 
gaining  ground.  The  “original”  breeding  group 
continues  at  Shady  Grove,  Franklin,  PA  and 
recent  clusters  at  Shartlesville,  Berks  and  Fon- 


Most  Pennsylvania  records  of  American  Oystercatcher  have  been  made  during  or  after 
tropical  disturbances;  these  two  were  recorded  well  inland  at  Shawnee  State  Park, 
Bedford  County  30  October  2012.  Photograph  by  Geoff Malosh. 
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These  juvenile  Black  Skimmers  at  McKees  Rocks,  Allegheny  County,  Pennsylvania  4 November 
2012  were  displaced  there  by  Hurricane  Sandy  four  days  prior.  Photograph  by  Geoff  Malosh. 


tana,  Lebanon  suggest  increase  in  this  fringe 
population.  Two  sightings  in  Centre,  2 & 15 
Aug,  were  exceptional  (Mike  Dreibelbis,  AL). 
This  season  was  exceptional  for  its  records  of 
vagrant  hummingbirds;  in  fact,  this  was  easily 
the  best  autumn  ever  for  unusual  humming- 
birds in  Pennsylvania.  In  addition  to  46  Rufous 
Hummingbirds  in  20  counties  (and  34  addi- 
tional unidentified  Selasphorus  reported  in  14 
counties),  the  state  saw  its  third  and  fourth  Al- 
lens Hummingbirds,  both  imm,  males,  one  in 
Bucks  12  Nov+  (Babe  Webster,  SW),  the  other 
in  Montgomery  1 Oct+  (Cathy  Lavoie,  SW).  The 
states  second  Calliope  Hummingbird,  also 
an  imm.  male,  was  in  Chester  16  Oct-11  Nov 
(Wayne  Laubscher,  Nick  Pulcinella).  A Rufous/ 
Allens  Hummingbird  was  at  Harman,  Ran- 
dolph, WV  6-14,  18  Oct  (Herb  & Sarah  Mey- 
ers). Pennsylvania’s  first  Black-chinned  Hum- 
mingbird was  photographed  by  Rich  Dulay 
at  Morrisville,  Bucks  10  Nov.  A Ruby-throated 
was  noted  in  Hemy,  OH  2 Nov  (Linda  Kurth). 

The  famous  Prairie  Falcon  of  Cumberland, 
PA  returned  for  its  seventh  winter  to  a broad 
agricultural  valley  11  Nov  (STh);  it  was  seen 
through  the  period.  Ohio’s  fifth  Prairie  Falcon 
was  at  Findlay  Reservoir,  Hancock,  OH  13-16 
Sep  (RSs,  JLo,  m.ob.).  Early  Merlins  appeared 
along  the  Cleveland  lakefront  8 Aug  (E.  Mc- 
Quaid)  and  s.  to  Wetzel,  WV  6 Aug  (WJ). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Well-documented  Western  Kingbirds  were  in 
w.  Cuyahoga,  OH  22  Oct  (ph.  R.  & K.  KassouO 
and  at  Bolivar  Heights  Battlefield,  Jejferson,  WV 
23  Sep-3  Oct  (Deb  Hale,  ph.  MO.,  m.ob.). 
Another  was  in  Lake,  OH  2 Oct  Qerry  Talking- 
ton).  A Pacific-slope/Cordilleran  Flycatcher 
at  Carlisle  Springs,  Cumberland,  PA  18-25  Nov 
(RK,  ph.,  v.r.  TJ)  was  audio-recorded  giving 
call  notes  consistent  with  male  Pacific-slope 
“position”  notes.  Cave  Swallows  were  found 


in  nine  Pennsylvania 
counties  during  and  af- 
ter the  passage  of  Hur- 
ricane Sandy,  with  one 
in  Philadelphia  pres- 
ent 28  Oct  before  the 
storm  arrived.  At  least 
one  lingered  through 
the  period  with  the 
large  flock  of  Northern 
Rough-winged  Swal- 
lows that  now  winters  at 
the  Northeast  Regional 
Water  Pollution  Con- 
trol site  in  Philadelphia 
(m.ob.).  A Northern  Shrike  at  Cathedral  S.P, 
Preston,  WV  27  Oct  (tDavid  Daniels)  repre- 
sents the  southernmost  fall-period  record  for 
the  Region.  A Bell’s  Vireo  lingered  through  1 1 
Sep  at  the  Heritage  Trail  Metropark,  Franklin, 
OH  breeding  site  (ph.  IS),  providing  a rare  de- 
parture date  from  this  easternmost  outpost  for 
the  species.  Up  to  3 Fish  Crows  were  reported 
21  Oct+  from  the  e.  Cuyahoga,  OH  location 
established  the  previous  spring  (ph.  A.  Jones, 
Michelle  Leighty,  M.  Gustafson),  Ohio  reports 
of  Common  Raven  were  restricted  to  se.  Ohio 
River  counties,  where  one  was  at  the  Short 
Creek  public  boat  launch,  Jefferson  23  Nov 
(SP),  up  to  3 in  Harrison  12  Aug  and  24  Nov 
(SP),  and  2 described  from  Washington  13  Oct 
(K.  Jones).  A concentration  of  11  along  Steele 
Ridge,  Putnam,  WV  20  Sep  (CE)  was  notable; 
this  low-elevation  site  is  just  20  km  from  the 
Ohio  River. 

Sedge  Wrens  were  reported  at  Pennypack 
Ecological  Restoration  Trust,  Montgomery,  PA 
13  Aug-14  Oct  and  were  confirmed  breeding 
there;  this  location  lies  outside  of  their  recent 
range  in  cen.  and  w.  Pennsylvania,  but  the  late 
dates  are  normal  for  breeding  in  ne.  Pennsyl- 
vania, likely  signifying  re-nesting  of  birds  that 
first  bred  farther  w.  in  spring. 
While  the  Montgomery  birds 
were  still  present,  a migrant 
appeared  16-17  Sep  in  Allegh- 
eny, PA  (Paul  Hess).  Rare  in 
West  Virginia,  a Sedge  Wren 
was  at  Greenbottom  W.A., 
Cabell  11-12  Aug  (MG.  G. 
Rankin).  A Northern  Wheat- 
ear,  furnishing  the  fifth  record 
for  Pennsylvania,  was  found 
foraging  in  parking  lots  in 
Reading,  Berks  4 Oct  (Mike 
Slater).  A Townsend’s  Soli- 
taire was  at  Allegheny  Eront, 
Bedford,  PA  13  Oct  (AL),  and 
a Varied  Thrush  was  at  South 
Middleton  Twp.,  Cumber- 
land, PA  4 Nov  (Vern  Gauth- 


ier, Kathy  Kuchwara,  Annette  Matthes).  Two 
American  Pipits  were  well  studied  at  Hoover, 
Delaware,  OH  on  the  exceptionally  early  date 
of  6 Aug  (CBo).  West  Virginia  best  illustrated 
the  protracted  fall  migration  of  Tennessee 
Warblers,  with  singles  at  Pipestem  S.P.,  Sum- 
mers 16  Aug  OJP)  and  in  Grant  4 Nov  (FA). 
Late  migrant  Ovenbirds  appeared  on  the  Ohio 
State  University  campus  at  Columbus  9 Nov 
(IS)  and  at  Shaker  Lakes,  Cuyahoga,  OH  1 Nov 
(L.  Gooch).  Late  Northern  Waterthrushes  in- 
cluded singles  at  Pleasant  Hill  Lake,  Richland 
29  Oct  (GC)  and  Ohio  State  University  campus 
at  Columbus  2-16  Nov  (ph.  PHu).  A Cape  May 
Warbler  lingered  at  East  Harbor  S.P,  Ottawa, 
OH  10  Nov  (GMi);  a Wilson’s  Warbler  tarried 
at  Sims  Park,  Cuyahoga,  OH  15  Nov  (ph.  NA). 

Chipping  Sparrows  continue  to  fare  well  late 
into  the  season  as  evidenced  by  double-digit 
tallies  through  mid-Nov  in  sw.  Ohio  (B.  Wul- 
ker).  With  a half-dozen  singles  restricted  to  the 
ne.,  the  Ohio  passage  of  Clay-colored  Sparrow 
was  modest.  An  early  arrival  was  detected  at 
Cuyahoga  N.P,  Cuyahoga  12  Sep  (Dwight  & 
Ann  Chasar).  A rare  Lark  Bunting  was  found 
in  Tuscarawas,  OH  3-21  Nov  (m.ob.).  A Har- 
ris’s Sparrow  was  near  Bowling  Green,  Wood, 
OH  11-12  Nov  (Mark  Rozmarynowycz,  Annie 
Crary,  Josh  Haughawout,  m.ob.).  Pennsylva- 
nia’s fourth  record  of  Saltmarsh  Sparrow  at 
Pine  Run,  Bucks  1-4  Nov  (Cameron  Rutt,  AM) 
was  likely  related  to  Hurricane  Sandy,  all  pre- 
vious state  records  have  been  from  Oct-early 
Nov,  Healthy  numbers  of  Nelson’s  Sparrow 
were  reported  across  the  Region.  The  least 
expected  was  one  in  Harrison,  OH  3 Oct  (S. 
Pendleton);  the  species  remains  rare  within 
the  Allegheny  foothills.  A Le  Conte’s  Sparrow 
at  Waterloo  Mills  Preserve,  Chester  23-29  Nov 
(AL,  Brian  Henderson,  m.ob.)  made  the  only 
report  from  Pennsylvania.  Late  for  the  Central 
Basin,  a Summer  Tanager  was  at  Headlands 
Beach  S.P,  Lake,  OH  28  Oct  (CCh).  After  ten 
years  as  a rare  summer  visitor  to  the  Ohio  Riv- 
er around  Mason,  WV,  Blue  Grosbeaks  made  a 
move  upriver,  with  singles  at  Belleville  Ohio 


A species  that  appears  to  be  increasing  as  a visitor  east  of  its  typical  range  in  the  non- 
breeding season,  this  Western  Grebe  was  caught  on  film  at  Memorial  Lake  State  Park, 
Lebanon  County,  Pennsylvania  10  November  201 2.  Photograph  by  Geoff  Malosh. 
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The  fall  of  2012  brought  a lovely  flight  of  Evening  Grosbeaks  to  parts  of 
the  Northeast,  Eastern  Highlands,  and  Mid-Atlantic  that  had  not  seen  such 
numbers  in  decades.  This  adult  male  was  at  Marienville,  Forest  County, 
Pennsylvania  18  November.  Photograph  by  Geoff  Malosh. 


River  access,  Wood  11  Aug  (TBn)  and  Lower 
Newport,  Washington,  OH  16-22  Aug  (K. 
Carlsen,  R.  Lane).  A wayward  Dickcissel  was 
a fine  yard  bird  in  Summers,  WV  14  Oct  QJP). 
Two  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  in  Ohio  in- 
cluded one  at  Fernald  Preserve,  Hamilton  (Paul 
Krusling)  and  one  at  Ottawa  N.WR.,  Lucas/Ot- 
tawa, OH  13  Oct  QPo)-  Rarely  detected  in  fall, 
a Western  Meadowlark  was  found  at  Findlay 
Reservoir,  Hancock  (RSs,  JLo).  Single  Brewers 
Blackbirds  appeared  at  Headlands  Dunes  State 
Nature  Preserve,  Lake  1 Oct  (IKr),  Killdeer 
Plains  WA.,  Marion  22  Oct  (Gene  Stauffer), 
and  at  Waverly  Wood,  WV  20  Nov  (MSm). 

“Winter  finches”  of  most  species  staged  a 
massive  flight  through  the  Region  this  autumn. 
Beginning  in  early  Sep  and  peaking  in  Oct 
and  Nov,  Red  Crossbills  were  reported  from 
30  Pennsylvania  counties.  This  early  flight  in 
Ohio  brought  one  to  Holmes  2 Sep  (GMi),  8 to 
Charles  Mill  Reservoir,  Ashland  14  Sep  (GC), 
and  small  numbers  to  Lake  Erie  sites  in  Ottawa 
QBr)  and  Lake  (JP)  29  Sep.  Beginning  at  the 
end  of  Sep  and  peaking  near  the  end  of  Nov, 
White-winged  Crossbills  were  reported  from 
43  Pennsylvania  counties.  The  arrival  in  Ohio 
was  marked  by  17  in  Hancock  4 Nov  (RSs),  15 
in  Columbus  8 Nov  (ph.  IS,  PHu),  and  10  in 
Cincinnati  17  Nov  (K.  Westendorf).  Reports 
from  West  Virginia  were  limited  16  at  Grand- 
view Cemetery,  Marion  19  Nov  Qoey  Herron) 
and  2 in  Monongalia  16  Nov  (KA).  Common 
Redpoll  followed  a similar  temporal  pattern 
to  White-winged  Crossbill  but  was  mostly  re- 
stricted to  the  n.  parts  of  the  Region.  West  Vir- 
ginia had  3 Common  Redpolls  at  two  locations 
in  Jefferson  14-17  Nov  (MO,  CDC),  “a  few”  in 
Preston  14  Nov  (G.  Felton),  and  one  in  Hardy 
22  Nov  (ph.  DCa).  Exceptional  for  the  season, 
a Hoary  Redpoll  photographed  at  Lake  View 
Cemetery,  Cuyahoga,  OH  24  Nov  (ph.  NA) 
was  at  the  vanguard  of  the  best  winter  for  the 


species  in  Ohio.  Evening  Gros- 
beaks entered  the  Region  in 
mid-Oct  and  peaked  in  early 
Nov,  reaching  the  farthest  sw. 
corner  in  Clermont,  OH  by  10 
Nov  (D.  Glauser)  This  was  the 
first  large  flight  into  the  state  in 
many  years,  with  reports  from 
17  Ohio  counties.  Evening 
Grosbeaks  were  also  reported 
in  33  Pennsylvania  and  eight 
West  Virginia  counties,  hear- 
kening back  to  the  1980s. 

Initialed  observers  (subre- 
gional editors  in  bold):  OHIO: 

Nancy  Anderson  (NA),  Rick 
Asamoto  (RA),  Charlie  Bom- 
baci  (CBo),  Justin  Bosler  QBo), 

Margaret  Bowman  (MBo), 

Jen  Brumfield  Qbr),  Cory  Chiappone  (CCh), 
Gary  Cowell  (GC),  Chris  Decker  (CDr),  Sher- 
rie Duris  (SD),  Dan  Gesauldo  (DGo),  Ryan 
Golterman  (RG),  Craig  Holt  (CH),  Jeff  Harvey 
OHy),  Paul  Hurtado  (PHu),  Ethan  Kistler  (EK), 
Sally  Isacco  (SI),  Laura  Keene  (LK),  Irene  Krise 
(IKr),  Daniel  McCament  (DMD),  Greg  Miller 
(GMi),  Kent  Miller  (KM),  Jeff  Loughman  (JLo), 
Hallie  Mason  (HM),  Doug  Overacker  (DO), 
Scott  Pendleton  (SP),  Jeffery  Pontius  0Po)> 
Robert  Sams  (RSs),  Irina  Shulgina  (IS),  Dave 
Slager  (DSr),  Mike  Smith  (MSm),  Su  Snyder 
(SS),  Bill  Stanley  (BSy),  Ben  Warner  (BWa). 
PENNSYLVANIA:  Dan  Altif,  Tom  Amico,  Katie 
Andersen,  George  Armistead,  Kathy  Becker, 
Tim  Becker,  Alan  Berger,  Ed  Bernot,  Scott  Bills, 
Justin  Bosler,  Dan  Brauning,  Denis  Brennan, 
Lee  Carnahan,  Blaine  Carnes,  Lou  Carpen- 
ter, Chuck  Chalfant,  Ed  Chubb,  Dick  Colyer, 
Michael  David,  Ben  Davies,  Amy  Davis,  Jeff 
Davis,  Vince  DeAntoniis,  Joe  DeMarco,  Jar- 
rod  Derr,  Cory  DeStein,  Chris  Dewaghe,  Gerry 
Dewaghe,  Tom  Dick, 
Gordon  Dimmig,  Gary 
Edwards,  Carl  Eng- 
strom,  Mike  Epler,  Bill 
Etter,  Devich  Farbot- 
nik,  Anna  Fasoli,  John 
Fedak,  Todd  Fellen- 
baum,  Dave  Ferry,  Mike 
Fialkovich,  Ryan  Fick, 
David  Fisher,  Nikki 
Flood,  Norwood  Fred- 
erick, Nate  Fronk,  Ian 
Gardner,  Doug  Goch- 
feld,  Jeff  Gordon,  Greg 
Grove,  A1  Guarente, 
Barbara  Haas,  Frank 
Haas,  Bert  Harris,  Brian 
Henderson  (Montgom- 
ery), Amy  Henrici,  Paul 


Hess  (sw.  Pennsylvania),  Margaret  Higbee, 
Roger  Higbee,  Carol  Hildebrand,  Charles  Hil- 
debrand, Deuane  Hoffman,  Joyce  Hoffmann, 
Jason  Horn,  Jim  Hoyson,  Marshall  Iliff,  Mark 
Johnson,  Tom  Johnson,  Jon  Kauffman,  Bill 
Keim,  Rudy  Keller,  Steve  Kloiber,  Ramsay 
Koury,  Rick  Koval,  David  Kyler,  Trudy  Ky- 
ler,  Alex  Lamoreaux  (AL),  Chris  Langman, 
Mike  Lanzone  (ML),  Wayne  Laubscher,  Josh 
Lefever,  Kevin  Lutz,  Geoff  Malosh  (Pennsyl- 
vania), Andy  Markel,  Rand  Mcllvane,  Dave 
McNaughton,  Pat  McShea,  Jerry  McWil- 
liams (Erie),  Holly  Merker  (Chester),  Bran- 
don Miller,  August  Mirabella  (AM),  Jeff  Payne, 
Steve  Pinkerton,  Aiden  Place,  Nick  Pulcinella, 
Marian  Quinn,  Rich  Rehrig,  Joan  Renninger, 
Ken  Rieker,  Kevin  Ripka,  Melissa  Roach,  Peter 
Robinson,  Rick  Robinson,  Cameron  Rutt,  Matt 
Sabatine,  Bob  Schutsky  Dan  Schwartz,  Sandy 
Schwartz,  Ben  Schweinhardt,  Brian  Shema, 
Jerry  Skinner,  Mike  Slater,  Jerry  Stanley,  Russ 
States,  George  Tallman,  Shannon  Thompson 
(STh),  Neil  Troyer,  Gary  Tyson,  Jim  Valimont, 
Mark  Vass,  Brian  Weaver,  Billy  Weber,  Dustin 
Welch,  Scott  Weidensaul  (SW),  Patricia  Wil- 
liams, Richard  Williams,  Martin  Wilson,  Dave 
Wilton,  Rick  Wiltraut,  Frank  Windfelder,  Eric 
Witmer,  Dan  Yagusic,  David  Yeany  IT  WEST 
VIRGINIA:  Kyle  Aldinger  (KA),  Frederick  At- 
wood (FA),  Terry  Bronson  (TB),  David  Carr 
(DCa),  David  Courtney  (DC),  Todd  Deal  (TD), 
Carol  Del-Colle  (CDC),  Cynthia  Ellis  (CE), 
Dick  & Jeanette  Esker  (DJE),  Mike  Griffith 
(MG),  Joe  Hildreth  QHi),  Wilma  Jarrell  (WJ), 
Matt  Orsie  (MO),  David  Patick  (DP),  Jim  & 
Judy  Phillips  QJP).  O 


Victor  W.  Fazio,  III,  18722  Newell  Road, 

Shaker  Heights,  Ohio  44122  (bcvireo@sbcglobal.net) 
Tom  Johnson,  24  Meadowood  Drive, 

Hummelstown,  Pennsylvania  17036  (tbj4@cornell.edu) 


Eared  Grebe  Is  an  erratic  visitor  to  Pennsylvania;  this  one  was  documented  at  Memorial 
Lake  State  Park,  Lebanon  County  1 0 November  2012.  Photograph  by  Geoff  Malosh. 
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INDIANA  LAKEFRONT; 


James  D.  Hengeveld 
Keith  A.  McMullen 
Geoffrey  A.  Williamson 


Regional  temperatures  were  near  nor- 
mal during  August  but  dropped  to 
lower-than-average  levels  throughout 
the  remainder  of  the  season.  For  most  of  the 
Region,  the  summer  drought  was  in  stark 
contrast  to  above-normal  precipitation  levels 
during  August  that  increased  to  very  ample 
levels  during  September,  including  record 
amounts  of  rainfall  in  southeastern  Illinois, 
though  the  northern  tier  was  drier  than  usual. 
Above-average  precipitation  continued  Re- 
gionwide through  October  before  receding  to 
very  low  levels  during  November,  especially 
m Indiana  and  northeastern  Illinois.  The  lin- 
gering effects  of  the  heat  and  dryness  of  sum- 
mer included  concentrations  of  waders  and 
shorebirds  in  areas  that  were  first  to  recover 
moisture  during  the  fall  rainfall,  along  with 
a poor  songbird  migration  commented  upon 
by  many  observers.  The  vestiges  of  Hurricane 
Sandy  in  October  did  not  produce  any  rarities 
for  the  Region. 

The  absence  of  huge  Herring  Gull  concen- 
trations with  associated  northern  gull  species 
on  the  Lake  Michigan  lakefront  added  to  a 
pattern  with  many  Arctic  and  sub-Arctic  spe- 
cies, including  waterfowl  and  loons,  which 
were  slow  to  move  southward.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  incursions  of  other  northern  and 
western  species,  including  large  numbers 
of  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  and  Bohemian 
Waxwings,  were  stunning.  The  winter  finch 
irruption  was  spectacular,  with  record  num- 
bers of  Red  and  White-winged  Crossbills  and 
of  Common  and  Hoary  Redpolls,  along  with 
fine  flights  of  Pine  Siskins  and  Evening  Gros- 
beaks. With  some  exceptions,  local  breed- 
ers appeared  to  depart  early,  while  passage 
migrants  registered  many  late  dates.  Rarities 
were  in  good  supply  and  included  a num- 
ber of  southern  species  such  as  Wood  Stork, 


Reddish  Egret,  multiple  Swallow-tailed  Kites, 
impressive  numbers  of  extralimital  Mississip- 
pi Kites,  and  Black  Skimmer,  Northern  and 
western  vagrants  were  well  represented,  and 
the  Region  hosted  its  first  Wandering  Tattler 
and  second  Calliope  Hummingbird. 

Abbreviations:  Carlyle  (Carlyle  Lake,  s.  Illi- 
nois); Dunes  (Indiana  Dunes  S.R,  Porter,  IN); 
FWA.  (Fish  and  Wildlife  Area);  Goose  Pond 
(Goose  Pond  FWA.,  Greene,  IN);  Greene  Val- 
ley (Greene  Valley  Forest  Preserve,  DuPage, 
IL);  Illinois  Beach  (Illinois  Beach  S.P,  Lake, 
IL);  Lake  Monroe  (Monroe,  IN);  Miller  (Miller 
Beach,  Lake,  IN);  Montrose  (Montrose  Point 
in  Chicago’s  Lincoln  Park);  Ogden  (Ogden 
Dunes,  Porter,  IN). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  GREBES 

A Brant  was  described  flying  by  Illinois  Beach 
25  Nov  (p. a.,  tJSS);  Illinois  has  one  accepted 
record  from  each  of  the  last  four  fall  migra- 
tion periods.  A well-photographed  Barnacle 
Goose  near  the  Will/Kendall,  IL  line  27  Nov-r 
(ph.  ASA,  m.ob.)  generated  much  discus- 
sion regarding  origin.  While  the  B.R.C.  has 
yet  to  accept  any  records  of  the  species,  the 
timing  fits  nicely  in  the  pattern  of  about  17 
prior  observations  in  the  state,  and  records 
in  the  East  have  been  increasing  sharply  over 
the  past  15  years  or  so,  along  with  popula- 
tions in  Greenland.  A male  Cinnamon  Teal 
was  a one-day  wonder  at  Bluegrass  FWA.  10 
Oct  (MB),  providing  Indiana’s  first  fall  record. 
A Lesser  Scaup  at  Somerville  Mine,  Gibson 
8 Aug  (SGi)  furnished  just  the  fifth  Aug  re- 
cord for  Indiana,  and  an  impressive  50,000  at 
Carlyle  12  Nov  (DMK)  provided  the  highest 
Illinois  tally  in  over  20  years.  A single  Harle- 
quin Duck  made  an  appearance  at  Montrose 
12  Nov  (ASA,  JWL).  All  three  scoter  species 
had  a decent  flight  in  the  Region.  Three  flyby 
Surf  Scoters  at  Miller  22  Sep  (JKC  et  al.)  rep- 
resented the  second  earliest  fall  record  for  In- 
diana, and  47  past  Miller  26  Oct  QKC,  EMH, 
NM,  LS,  MT)  tied  Indiana’s  fourth  highest 
tally,  while  a heavy  waterbird  migration  28 
Oct  past  Gillson  Park,  Wilmette,  Cook,  IL 
included  7 Surf,  85  White-vhnged,  and  25 
Black  Scoters  (EGy).  Scattered  inland  scoter 
observations  were  more  numerous  this  sea- 
son than  typical. 

Single  inland  Red-throated  Loons  were 
noted  29  Oct  at  Lake  Monroe  (DRW),  31 
Oct  at  Eagle  Creek  Park,  Indianapolis  (ER), 
and  24-26  Nov  at  Clinton  Lake,  DeWitt,  IL 
(ph.  MJW  et  al).  The  Lake  Michigan  high 
count  was  14  at  Beverly  Shores,  Porter,  IN 
and  Dunes  22  Nov  OJM)-  The  season’s  lone 
Pacific  Loon  was  seen  at  Peoria  Lake,  Taze- 
well, IL  9-10  Nov  (KBR,  KAM  et  al).  The 


less  common  grebes  (Red-necked,  Eared, 
and  Western)  were  all  in  good  supply.  Eight 
Red-necked  Grebes  were  reported  from  Lake 
Michigan,  and  among  4 seen  away  from  there 
were  early  arrivals  at  Lake  Gibson,  Gibson,  IN 
3 Sep  (ph.  CEM)  and  at  Lake  Springfield, 
Sangamon,  IL  10-27  Oct  (HDB).  The  Region’s 
7 Eared  Grebes  included  2 juvs.  at  Lake 
Springfield,  Sangamon,  IL  22  Aug  (HDB).  In- 
diana’s first  Sep  record  of  Western  Grebe  was 
logged  at  Miller  15  Sep  OKC,  SRB  et  al);  this 
or  another  bird  was  at  Whiting  Park,  Lake 
18  Sep  (CS)  and  5 Oct  OJM,  JCK).  Among  7 
others  were  2 on  Lake  Lemon,  Monroe,  IN  4 
Nov  O&SH  et  al),  notable  as  a multiple-bird 
group  away  from  Lake  Michigan. 

STORKS THROUGH  CRANES 

Two  Wood  Storks  initially  found  at  Goose 
Pond  11  Aug  (ph.  MRB)  remained  through 
24  Aug  O&SH),  with  one  remaining  until 
2 Sep  (LM).  A Neotropic  Cormorant  ap- 
peared 8 Sep  at  Carlyle  (ph.  DMK),  while 
another  was  noted  at  Illinois  Beach  10  Sep 
(ph.  PWS).  At  Goose  Pond,  the  count  of  221 
American  White  Pelicans  25  Sep  (LWS)  was 
more  than  double  the  previous  fall’s  maxi- 
mum for  Indiana.  An  imm.  White  Ibis  visited 
Carlyle  4-10  Aug  (ph.  KAM,  MSS,  ph.  CLH, 
YJ,  DMK).  A White-faced  Ibis  was  noted  at 
Emiquon  N.WR.,  Fulton,  IL  23-24  Sep  (KBR, 
ph.  CD,  m.ob.),  and  another  was  reported  at 
Pyramid  S.R,  Perry,  IL  20  Oct  (DM,  LSt).  An 
unidentified  Plegadis  ibis  was  at  Goose  Pond 
5 Sep  (DRW  et  al),  2 were  in  Mason,  IL  26 
Sep  with  one  remaining  until  28  Sep  (KBR), 
and  2 were  at  Hennepin-Hopper  Lake  Resto- 
ration Area,  Putnam,  IL  7 Nov  (ph.  TH).  Part 
of  the  season’s  nice  showing  of  herons  was 
Illinois’s  fourth  Reddish  Egret  11-15  Aug  at 
Rend  Lake,  Jefferson  (CLH,  RES,  ph.  TAM, 
tDTW,  m.ob.). 

An  astounding  4 Swallow-tailed  Kites 
were  reported,  the  first  4 Aug  at  Homer  Lake, 
Champaign,  IL  (tEJC)  (p.a.).  One  initially  dis- 
covered s.  of  Morefield,  Switzerland,  IN  22 
Aug  (SP)  was  subsequently  seen  26  Aug  (BF, 
TM  et  al),  with  the  others  1 Sep  at  Middle- 
fork  Savanna,  Lake,  IL  (tKA)  and  14  Sep  at  Il- 
linois Beach  (ph.  PWS,  JRRS).  The  n.  satellite 
nesting  site  for  Mississippi  Kite  in  Rockford, 
IL  again  produced  young;  a juv.  was  there  6 
Aug  (ph.  JCL).  The  first  nesting  of  Mississippi 
Kite  in  Posey,  IN  was  confirmed  5 Aug  when  a 
nest  with  a single  nestling  was  found  (A&JG, 
fide  SS).  Mississippi  Kites  put  in  an  incred- 
ible showing  away  from  the  Region’s  s.  tier. 
Among  the  season’s  8 passing  Illinois  Beach 
were  a surprising  4 seen  all  at  once  27  Aug 
(PWS  et  al).  Six  others  were  recorded  across 
n.  and  cen.  Illinois.  An  impressive  6 migrant 
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This  is  one  of  two  Wood  Storks  that  played  hide-and-seek  at  Goose  Pond  Fish  and  Wildlife  Area,  Greene  County,  Indiana  for  at 
least  two  weeks  beginning  11  (here  17)  August  2012,  providing  Indiana's  nineteenth  record.  Photograph  by  Michael  Topp. 


Swainson’s  Hawks  were  noted  in  Illinois,  all 
lone  birds.  A light-morph  juv.  Ferruginous 
Hawk  passed  Greene  Valley  25  Sep  (p.a., 
tREF,  tFS,  tvs  et  al).  A notable  season  total 
of  16  Golden  Eagles  included  2 at  Greene  Val- 
ley 10  Nov  (REF  et  al.)  and  3 at  Shades  S.R, 
Montgomery,  IN  25  Nov  (DG,  SE,  MM). 

The  season  boasted  5 Yellow  Rails.  One 
flushed  from  the  “Burn”  in  n.  Montgomery,  IN 
13  Sep  (CCM),  with  another  22  Sep  at  Mon- 
trose (RDH).  A freshly  dead  bird  was  found 
at  Hammond  Sanctuary,  Lake,  IN  6 Oct  (MT), 
and  sightings  occurred  9 & 1 1 Oct  at  Prairie 
Ridge  State  N. A.,  Jasper,  IL  (CLH).  Remark- 
ably, at  least  3 Black  Rails  were  reported  in 
Indiana:  at  Falls  of  the  Ohio  S.P.,  Clark  3 Sep 
(AG),  at  Wolf  Lake,  Lake  15  Oct  (EMH),  and 
at  the  “Burn,”  Montgomery  13-14  Sep  and  25 
Oct  (CCM).  Three  King  Rails  were  reported 
at  Willow  Slough  EWA.,  Newton,  IN  8 Aug 
QBH).  A large  movement  of  Sandhill  Cranes 
along  Lake  Michigan  occurred  23  Nov,  in- 
cluding 10,135  passing  Illinois  Beach  (PWS, 

m. ob.). 

SHOREBIRDS 

The  total  of  27  American  Golden-Plovers  re- 
ported in  Indiana  was  the  lowest  since  1994. 
Piping  Plover  sightings  included  2 seen  in 
Adams,  IL  5 Aug  (AMR,  PJR),  a juv.  at  Lake 
Monroe  7-10  Aug  (SRE  et  al),  a single  in 
East  Peoria,  Tazewell,  IL  31  Aug  (TH,  DH), 
and  a banded  individual  at  Montrose  22  Sep 
(EG,  EM,  RS).  The  400-h  Black-necked  Stilts 
reported  from  Indiana  were  the  most  ever 
for  the  state.  An  excellent  tally  of  36  Ameri- 
can Avocets  was  made  in  Adams,  IL  5 Aug 
(AMR,  PJR),  while  2 tardy  avocets  remained 
at  Emiquon  N.WR.,  Fulton,  IL  until  25  Nov 
(MAM,  APS). 

A Solitary  Sandpiper  at  j.  1.  Case  Wetlands, 
Terre  Haute,  Vigo  21  Nov  (MG)  established  a 
new  late  date  for  Indiana.  The  Region’s  first 
Wandering  Tattler  was  a one-day  wonder  at 
Montrose  9 Aug  (ph.  ML,  ph.  SGS);  subse- 
quent searchers  could  not  relocate  this  gem. 
A Whimbrel  made  an  unusual  inland  appear- 
ance 27  Aug-1  Sep  at  Lake  Decatur,  Macon, 
IL  (TAM).  An  excellent  tally  of  50  Hudsonian 
Godwits  occurred  at  Carlyle  13  Aug  (MSS, 
MJB).  All  56  Hudsonian  Godvrits  reported 
in  Indiana  were  at  inland  sites,  including  5 1 
at  Goose  Pond  between  13  Aug  and  5 Sep, 
the  28  on  15  Aug  (LWS)  more  than  doubling 
the  previous  inland  maximum  for  the  state. 
Among  9 Marbled  Godwits  reported  was  an 

ad.  at  Brookville  Reservoir  4 Aug  (WHB)  that 
provided  the  first  record  for  the  lake  and  for 
Union,  IN.  Ruddy  Turnstones  were  reported 
from  Indiana  in  disturbingly  low  numbers. 
Always  scarce,  4 Red  Knots  were  reported.  A 


late  White-rumped  Sandpiper  was  logged  at 
Cane  Ridge  WM.A.,  Gibson,  IN  4 Nov  (G&LB, 
DC).  Exciting  (but  brieO  was  the  sighting  of 
an  ad.  Curlew  Sandpiper  in  breeding  plum- 
age at  Goose  Pond  18  Aug  (TW).  An  Indiana 
state-record  104  Stilt  Sandpipers  were  tallied 
at  Goose  Pond  5 Aug  (DRW,  BW).  Buff-breast- 
ed Sandpipers  were  widespread  and  in  good 
numbers;  larger  concentrations  included  33 
at  Rend  Lake,  Jefferson,  IL  26  Aug  (CLH)  and 
11  in  Mendota,  LaSalle,  IL  8 Sep  (DJS).  Red- 
necked Phalaropes  were  also  widespread, 
with  reports  from  at  least  23  Illinois  coun- 
ties, and  with  an  impressive  count  of  31  at 
Sawmill  Lake,  Putnam,  IL  27  Aug  (TH).  Early 
Red  Phalaropes  detected  in  Illinois  included 
one  28  Jul  at  Rend  Lake,  Jefferson  (CLH)  and 
another  at  Meredosia  N.WR,,  Morgan  1 Aug 
(CD,  MJB,  m.ob.). 

GULLS  THROUGH  OWLS 

A Black-legged  Kittiwake  made  an  appearance 
3 Nov  at  Montrose  (MD,  ph.  NG,  m.ob.).  On 
11  Nov,  a rare  inland  Black-legged  Kittiwake 
was  at  Falls  of  the  Ohio  (MA),  where  at  least 
the  following  day  it  wandered  into  Clark,  IN 
(DS).  There  was  a nice  flight  of  Sabine’s  Gulls 
in  Indiana  that  included  a rare  ad.  at  Miller  1 


Sep  OKC,  RJP,  MT,  SRB,  KJB  et  al),  8 birds  at 
Dunes  (BB,  BJG)  and  16  at  Miller  QKC.  JG, 
KJB)  18  Sep,  the  latter  providing  Indiana’s 
second  highest  daily  count.  However,  just  4 
were  noted  this  fall  from  Illinois.  Franklin’s 
Gulls  were  in  good  numbers;  notable  were 
100  at  Carlyle  15  Oct  (KAM)  and  42  at  Lake 
Monroe  23  Sep  (LWS,  KM),  The  presumed 
Laughing  Gull  x Ring-billed  Gull  hybrid  near 
se.  Chicago  was  present  13  Oct  after  an  ab- 
sence of  several  months  (ph.  AAA).  An  ad. 
California  Gull  was  seen  at  Carlyle  28-29  Sep 
(ph.  DMK,  ph.  KAM,  CLH,  YJ).  A first-cycle 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  that  was  found  in- 
land at  Brookville  Reservoir,  Union,  IN  3 Oct 
(RW)  was  confirmed  4 Oct  (ph.  DR,  WHB) 
and  remained  through  14  Oct  (WHB). 

Least  Terns  were  seen  in  good  numbers  in 
Indiana,  and  Black  Terns  had  a good  Regional 
flight.  The  653  Black  Terns  27  Aug  at  Miller 
(JCK)  represented  Indiana’s  fourth  largest 
count,  and  200  were  noted  8 Sep  at  Carlyle 
(DMK).  Regrettably,  the  Common  Tern  col- 
ony at  Great  Lakes  Naval  Training  Center, 
Lake,  IL  had  no  nesting  success  this  year  (fide 
DRD),  and  the  species’  flight  through  Indiana 
was  deemed  abysmal.  At  Lake  Gibson,  Gib- 
son, Indiana’s  seventh  Black  Skimmer  was 
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Following  the  first  Illinois  and  Indiana  regional  record  from  fall  2011,  this  first-cycle  male  Calliope  Hummingbird  first  appeared 
at  Salvia  flowers  before  finally  coming  to  a nearby  feeder  on  the  west  side  of  Bloomington,  Indiana,  here  27  November  2012. 
Photograph  by  Jeffrey  E.  Belth. 


discovered  4 Sep  (ph.  G&LB). 

An  unidentified  jaeger  zipped  by  7 Sep  at 
Carlyle  (DMK),  while  another  thought  to  be  a 
Parasitic  was  at  Gillson  Park,  Wilmette,  Cook, 
IL  30  Sep  (tEGy).  Of  17  Parasitic  Jaegers 
seen  on  the  Indiana  Lake  Michigan  lakefront, 
3 birds  each  were  seen  8 Sep  at  Miller  QKC, 
ph.  RJS,  LN,  KJB  et  al.),  9 Sep  at  Dunes  (BJG), 
and  18  Sep  at  Dunes  (BB).  Incredibly,  counts 
of  3 Long-tailed  Jaegers  were  also  made  in  In- 
diana on  three  dates,  all  at  Miller:  the  record- 
early  date  of  10  Aug  (MT,  BD,  JCK,  LN),  on  3 
Sep  OJM),  and  on  18  Sep  QKC,  KJB). 

A White-winged  Dove  was  seen  at  Illinois 
Beach  21  Aug  (DTW,  AES).  An  imm.  male 
Snowy  Owl  was  brought  to  a rehabilitation 
facility  in  Sycamore,  DeKalb,  IL  20  Nov  (fide 
CG);  singles  were  seen  in  Indiana  at  Wakaru- 
sa  WT.E,  Elkhart  28  Nov  O&EH,  GK,  PY)  and 
at  the  U.S.  Steel  landfill,  Gary  28  Nov  OJM). 
Many  excited  birders  witnessed  a Burrowing 
Owl  at  Montrose  6 Oct  (ph.  JIE,  TJCv,  ph. 
JGo,  m.ob.)  and  the  same  bird  again  there  15 
Oct  (RDH,  ph.  JGo).  There  was  a huge  flight 
of  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  through  the 
Region  comparable  to  the  invasion  of  2007. 
Banding  stations  netted  189  birds  in  Brown, 
IN  (fide  J6a:SH),  97  in  Greene,  IN  (fide  JGw), 
and  47  at  Dunes  (fide  BB). 

HUMMINGBIRDS  THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

A late  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  was  in 
Chicago  11  Nov  (ph.  PK),  and  3 late  birds 
were  confirmed  through  the  end  of  Nov  in 
Indiana  (fide  DG).  Illinois  hosted  one  Selas- 
phorus  hummingbird  in  Aug;  9 others  were 


reported  from  the  Region,  with  6 identified 
as  Rufous.  On  the  heels  of  the  Regions  first 
record  this  past  winter,  a second  Calliope 
Hummingbird,  this  one  a first-cycle  male 
(fide  NN,  AC,  BP-B),  appeared  at  a Blooming- 
ton, IN  feeder  7 Nov-i-  (S&JB,  m.ob.).  Early 
Merlins  were  noted  in  Sangamon,  IL  12  Aug 
(HDB)  and  at  Montrose  15  Aug  (ph.  RDH).  A 
Prairie  Ealcon  was  noted  near  Areola,  Doug- 
las, 1L3N0V  (ph.,tTDF). 

A Say’s  Phoebe  at  Illinois  Beach  30  Aug 
(RDJ,  tPWS,  JSw)  was  Illinois’s  first  since 
2009.  An  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  at 
Greene  Valley  21-24  Aug  (MAM,  v.r.,  tREF) 
was  nicely  documented.  What  might  have 
been  another  was  seen  and  photographed  at 
a distance  in  Lee,  IL  14  Aug  (ph.  CM);  the 
bird  was  possibly  seen  over  the  next  three 
days,  but  no  conclusive  documentation  was 
obtained.  Western  Kingbirds  seen  at  Rock- 
ford, Winnebago,  IL  1 Oct  (TL)  and  Nygren 
Wetland,  Winnebago,  IL  25  Sep  (BCW  et  al.) 
provided  Illinois’s  sixth  and  eighth  latest  re- 
cords, respectively.  A Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher 
at  Northbrook,  Cook,  IL  19-21  Oct  (GR,  ph. 
MC,  m.ob.)  excited  many  observers;  another 
was  seen  at  Rockton,  Winnebago,  IL  27-30 
Sep  (SG,  ph.  DTW,  ph.  KML,  m.ob.). 

Two  Northern  Shrikes  were  seen  at  Proph- 
etstown  S.P.,  West  Lafayette,  IN  22  Oct 
(EMH),  and  the  southernmost  Illinois  sight- 
ings were  at  Prairie  Ridge  State  N.A.  31  Oct 
(ph.  CLH,  RES)  and  at  Stephen  Forbes  S.P.  2 
Nov  (ph.  CLH),  both  in  Marion.  A Blue-head- 
ed Vireo  in  Carroll,  IL  23  Aug  (AS)  was  very 
early.  A Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow  lin- 


gered through  8-9  Nov  in  Kankakee,  IL  QBH). 
There  was  an  unprecedented  flight  of  Cave 
Swallows.  On  8 Nov,  2 were  at  Marquette 
Park,  Lake,  IN  (EMH),  and  2 were  noted  at 
Montrose  (tRCP).  Along  with  3 at  Dunes  11 
Nov  (BJG)  were  an  additional  12  unidentified 
swallows  there  that  were  also  likely  Caves. 
An  observation  of  2-5  swallows  at  Montrose 
12  Nov  (ph.  JGo,  LJK)  included  photographs 
suggestive  of  Cave.  Another  Cave  was  de- 
scribed at  Waukegan,  Lake,  IL  13  Nov  (SDB, 
DD),  and  one  at  Illinois  Beach  was  nicely 
photographed  23  Nov  (ph.  VB,  tAGy  m.ob.). 

NUTHATCHES  THROUGH  SPARROWS 

Red-breasted  Nuthatches  irrupted  in  large 
numbers,  eliciting  many  observer  comments 
on  their  abundance.  A Bewick’s  Wren  at  Lick 
Creek,  Sangamon,  IL  12  & 27  Oct  (ph.  HDB) 
was  a rare  find.  Indiana’s  first  Townsend’s 
Solitaire  since  2009  was  found  at  Ogden  6 
Nov  OCK,  AAA,  KR,  ph.  PBG)  and  lingered 
through  21  Nov  (SPl).  A Swainson’s  Thrush 
near  Kankakee,  IL  26  Nov-i-  (ph.,  tJBH)  was 
Illinois’s  second  latest  ever,  aside  from  a few 
winter  records.  A Hermit  Thrush  in  Warrick 
29  Aug  (CEM)  was  Indiana’s  fourth  for  the 
month  of  Aug.  A Varied  Thrush  was  seen 
at  Morton  Arboretum,  DuPage,  IL  3-9  Nov 
(tJeZ,  JoZ,  JP  m.ob).  Indiana’s  largest  fall 
flight  ever  of  Bohemian  Waxwings  was  high- 
lighted by  4 at  Ogden  (PBG,  AWB,  JC)  and  47 
at  Johnson  Beach,  Porter,  IN  (RJP,  BB,  JCK)  on 
4 Nov,  and  by  55  in  two  flocks  in  Ogden  on  5 
Nov  (BB,  EMH  et  al.),  with  both  dates  earlier 
than  those  of  any  prior  fall  Indiana  records. 
Illinois  hosted  2 at  Chicago  Botanic  Garden, 
Cook  6-9  Nov  (AFS,  ph.,  tMC,  ph.  NAL, 
m.ob.)  and  2 at  Greene  Valley  16  Nov  (AES). 

Quite  late  were  an  Ovenbird  in  Palos  Park, 
Cook,  IL  23  Nov+  (ph.  JCa)  and  a Northern 
Waterthrush  in  Chicago  23  Nov  (ph.  JIE). 
Blue-winged  Warblers  were  astonishingly 
scarce  in  Indiana,  with  only  8 reported  for 
the  season.  A Blue-winged  noted  18  Oct  at 
Montrose  was  rather  tardy  (ABB),  as  was  a 
Black-and-white  Warbler  20  Oct  in  Chicago’s 
Lincoln  Park  (ph.  SJ).  Other  late-departing 
warblers  included  a Tennessee  at  Burnham 
Park,  Cook,  IL  8 Nov  (DPS),  a Nashville  War- 
bler at  Willow  Slough  FWA.,  Newton,  IN 
17  Nov  QBH),  an  imm.  male  Common  Yel- 
lowthroat  at  Montrose  24  Nov  0fE)>  single 
Cape  May  Warblers  at  Grant  Park,  Cook,  IL 
7 Nov  (DFS)  and  at  the  Morton  Arboretum, 
DuPage,  IL  7 Nov  QoZ),  a Northern  Parula  in 
Adams,  IL  20  Oct  (PJR),  a Yellow  Warbler  in 
Chicago’s  Lincoln  Park  10  Oct  (LGM),  a male 
Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  at  a feeder  in 
Indianapolis,  IN  25  Nov  (GLC),  and  a Pine 
Warbler  at  Nauvoo  S.P.,  Hancock,  IL  24  Nov 
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(AMR).  A record  fall  total  for  Indiana  of  229 
Palm  Warblers  was  found  at  three  Lake  sites 
15  Sep  (PES,  AWB,  CAM).  An  ad.  female  Yel- 
low-rumped  Warbler  noted  6 Aug  in  Chicago 
(DFS)  tied  Illinois’s  second  earliest  arrival 
date,  with  other  early  arrivals  at  Montrose  7 
ONN)  (Si  11-12  Aug  (LGM,  GAW).  The  310 
Yellow-rumped  Warblers  at  three  Lake  Mon- 
roe sites  6 Oct  (BB)  represented  a high  count 
for  Indiana  away  from  Lake  Michigan.  Provid- 
ing Illinois’s  second  earliest  arrival  date  was  a 
Black-throated  Green  Warbler  5 Aug  in  Cook 
(DFS),  with  birds  15  Aug  at  Chicago’s  Jackson 
Park  (PRC)  and  Montrose  ONN)  also  early.  A 
Yellow-breasted  Chat  at  Jarvis  Bird  Sanctuary, 
Cook,  IL  21  Oct  (KH)  was  late  to  depart. 

A Clay-colored  Sparrow  was  found  in 
downtown  Indianapolis  12  Oct  (DG),  and 
Indiana’s  hrst  for  the  month  of  Nov  was  at 
Ogden  30  Nov  (ph.  RR,  ER).  An  Indiana 
record  60  Le  Conte’s  Sparrows  were  report- 
ed, the  peak  daily  count  being  1 1 at  Goose 
Pond  20  Oct  (LWS,  KM).  Nelson’s  Sparrows 
also  bad  a fine  flight,  with  9+  in  Chicago  20 
Sep  including  5+  at  Montrose  (RDH)  and  4 
at  Northerly  Island  (BMW),  plus  6 at  Wil- 
low Slough  FWA.,  Newton,  IN  26  Sep  OBH). 
Rollins  Savannah,  Lake,  IL  was  a hotspot  for 
Nelson’s,  with  10+  there  23  Sep  (RDH),  16  on 
25  Sep  (SDB),  and  still  10  remaining  10  Oct 
(SDB).  One  in  Chicago’s  Grant  Park  13  Nov 
(DFS)  was  rather  late.  Harris’s  Sparrows  were 
in  above-average  numbers  in  Illinois,  with  at 
least  1 1 birds  reported,  tbe  earliest  being  in 
Chicago’s  Lincoln  Park:  an  ad.  4 Oct  (LJK) 
and  an  imm.  4-6  Oct  (ph.  JRRS,  m.ob.).  Indi- 
ana’s sole  Harris’s  Sparrow  was  noted  16  Oct 
in  West  Lafayette  (MAr).  Three  early  White- 
throated  Sparrows  were  spotted  in  Chicago 
25  Aug  (GAW,  CLW).  Southern  Illinois’s  first 
Golden-crowned  Sparrow,  an  imm.,  was 
seen  in  Wayne  14  Oct  (ph.  CLH). 

GROSBEAKS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A tardy  Rose -breasted  Grosbeak  lingered  in 
Hancock,  IL  through  24  Nov  (AMR).  Two 
nestling  Blue  Grosbeaks  that  fledged  3 Aug 
in  Chicago  (DGr)  provided  another  recent  n. 
Illinois  nesting  record.  Notable  was  an  imm. 
male  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  at  Eagle  Creek 
Park,  Indianapolis  30  Aug  (RFB).  Only  a sin- 
gle Orchard  Oriole  was  reported  in  Indiana 
for  the  season.  A late  Baltimore  Oriole  was 
photographed  at  a hummingbird  feeder  in 
Sullivan,  IN  7 Nov+  (ph.  JT). 

Red  Crossbills  were  seen  in  excellent 
numbers.  Large  groups  in  Illinois  included 
60  at  Sand  Ridge  S.F,  Mason  25  Nov  (CD, 
TWd),  51  at  Morton  Arboretum,  DuPage  26 
Nov  (YJ),  and  40  at  Fermilab,  DuPage  3 Nov 
(PP,  m.ob.).  Six  other  locations  each  hosted 
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over  a dozen  birds.  A total  of  148  Red  Cross- 
bills reported  in  Indiana  included  groups  of 
2,  one,  and  6 as  far  s.  as  Eagle  Creek  Park, 
Indianapolis  8 Nov  (ph.  JS),  St.  Mary-of-the- 
Woods  College,  West  Terre  Haute  17  Nov 
(SL,  AB,  MG),  and  Shades  S.R,  Montgomery 
25  Nov  (DG,  SE,  MM),  respectively.  A peak 
of  33  White-winged  Crossbills  at  two  sites 
in  Porter  10  Nov  (KJB,  SRB,  JKC,  AK,  LWS 
et  al.)  were  among  Indiana’s  season  total  of 
281  recorded.  Illinois’s  largest  group  was  10 
at  Morton  Arboretum,  DuPage  10  Nov  (ASA, 
AES),  while  those  reaching  the  cen.  tier  in- 
cluded 3 at  Sand  Ridge  S.E,  Mason  3-4  Nov 
(CD,  TWd,  TAM),  one  at  Springfield,  San- 
gamon 5 Nov  (HDB),  and  3 at  Allerton  Park, 
Piatt  8 Nov  (CLH,  RES).  Common  Redpolls 
made  a nice  showing,  with  2 at  Montrose 
31  Oct  (MD)  the  first  arrivals.  Of  the  400+ 
seen  in  Indiana,  the  maximum  count  was 
of  136  at  a feeder  near  Valparaiso,  Porter 
25  Nov  (BJG).  Just  slightly  larger  was  the 
concentration  of  140  noted  at  Chicago  Bo- 
tanic Garden,  Cook,  IL  18  Nov  (AGy  EGy), 
and  it  was  no  surprise  that  a Hoary  Redpoll 
was  found  among  them  (AGy,  ph.  EGy).  A 
pale  redpoll  photographed  at  Schaumburg, 
Cook,  IL  19-20  Nov  (ph.  SAC)  was  possibly 
another  Hoary.  Single  Hoary  Redpolls  near 
Valparaiso,  Porter  20  Nov  (ph.  PBG)  and  at 
Dunes  25  Nov  (BB)  furnished  the  first  Nov 
records  for  Indiana.  Pine  Siskins  were  in  im- 
pressive numbers  as  well;  183  were  counted 
at  Chicago  Botanic  Garden,  Cook,  IL  10  Nov 
(GAW,  ABA),  171  visited  Pekin,  Washington, 
IN  27  Oct  QRS).  and  112  were  seen  at  Clin- 
ton Lake,  DeWitt,  IL  2 Nov  (MEF).  The  fall 
flight  of  Evening  Grosbeaks  in  Indiana  was 
the  best  sincel993  and  included  an  impres- 
sive tally  of  31  at  Dunes  10  Nov  (BB  et  al.) 
and  9 at  Mitchell,  Lawrence  12  Nov  (AK), 
while  28  were  reported  from  10  Illinois  loca- 
tions, including  7 at  Colfax,  McLean  5 Nov 
(TT),  6 at  Warrenville,  DuPage  8 Nov  (SF), 
and  5 in  Iroquois  5-7  Nov  (ph.,  Jide  JBH). 

Contributors  cited  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Andrew  S.  Aldrich,  Kathy  Amberg, 
Alan  B.  Anderson,  Mark  Arvin  (MAr),  Mi- 
chael Autin,  Amar  A.  Ayyash,  Susan  R.  Bagby 
Steven  D.  Bailey,  Michael  J.  Baum,  Sandy  & 
Jeff  Belth,  Vic  Berardi,  Adam  Betuel,  Alex  B. 
Bloss,  H.  David  Bohlen,  Gary  & Lisa  Bow- 
man, Kenneth  J.  Brock  (Indiana),  Michael 
R.  Brown,  Mike  Brown,  Alan  W Bruner,  Brad 
Bumgardner,  Robert  E Buskirk,  William  H. 
Buskirk,  Jeff  Canada,  John  K.  Cassady  Jenna 
Cava  OCa),  Allen  Cbartier,  Elizabeth  J.  Chato, 
Gordon  L.  Chastain,  Paul  R.  Clyne,  Scott  A. 
Cohrs,  Dan  Collins,  Jake  Cvetas  OCv),  Mat- 
thew Cvetas,  Donnie  R.  Dann,  Michelle  Dev- 


lin, Danny  Diaz,  Colin  Dobson,  Bud  Doddril, 
Joshua  1.  Engel,  Scott  Enochs,  Scott  R.  Evans, 
Bonnie  Fancher,  Robert  E.  Fisher,  Steve  Flu- 
ett,  Matthew  E.  Fraker,  Tyler  D.  Funk,  Steve 
Gent,  Christy  Gerbitz,  Michael  Gerringer, 
Steve  Gifford  (SGi),  Al  &Jan  Gmutza,  Nathan 
Goldberg,  Jerry  Goldner  QGo),  Al  Gorman, 
Don  Gorney  Evan  Graff,  Joel  Greenberg, 
Brendan  J.  Grube,  Peter  B.  Grube,  Dave  Gra- 
ver (DGr),  Jess  Gwinn  OGw),  Aaron  Gyllen- 
haal  (AGy),  Ethan  Gyllenhaal  (EGy),  C.  Leroy 
Harrison,  Don  Hartzler,  Ted  Hartzler,  James 
& Susan  Hengeveld,  Jed  B.  Hertz,  Kanae  Hi- 
rabayashi,  Edward  M.  Hopkins,  Robert  D. 
Hughes,  Steven  Jenear,  David  B.  Johnson 
(Illinois),  R.  David  Johnson,  Yeanette  John- 
son, Pamela  Karlson,  Dan  M.  Kassebaum, 
Amy  Kearns,  John  C.  Kendall,  Lawrence  J. 
Krutulis,  Nolan  A.  Lameka,  Matthew  Ligas, 
Joseph  W Lill,  Steve  Lima,  Tom  Little,  John 
C.  Longhenry,  Karen  M.  Lund,  Michael  A. 
Madsen,  Travis  A.  Mahan,  Caroline  A.  Marsh, 
Kathy  McClain,  Jeffrey  J.  McCoy,  Larry  Mc- 
Intosh, Cynthia  McKee,  Keith  A.  McMullen, 
Neal  Miller,  Travis  Miller,  Chuck  E.  Mills, 
Fran  Morel,  Mike  Mulcahy  Don  Mullison, 
Luis  G.  Munoz,  Clint  C.  Murray  Landon 
Neumann,  Nancy  Newfield,  Jill  N.  Niland, 
Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Randy  J.  Pals,  Richard 
C.  Payne,  Shawn  Pennick,  Phyllis  Petrilli,  Jim 
Phillips,  Sam  Plew  (SPl),  Adam  M.  Reyburn, 
Phil  J.  Reyburn,  Kevin  B.  Richmond,  Eric 
Ripma,  Rob  Ripma,  Kirk  Roth,  Dave  Russell, 
Gerry  Rosenband,  Ryan  J.  Sanderson,  Peter  E. 
Scott,  Mark  S.  Seiffert,  Jeffrey  R.  Sells,  Dar- 
rell J.  Shambaugh,  Leland  Shaum,  Robert  E. 
Shelby,  Craig  Shillinglaw,  Randy  Sbonkwiler, 
Andrew  R Sigler,  John  Skene,  Jeffrey  R.  R. 
Skrentny  Jim  S.  Solum,  Sharon  Sorenson, 
Steven  G.  Spitzer,  Vicky  Sroczynski,  Leon- 
ard Stanley  (LSt),  Lee  W Sterrenburg,  Frank 
Sterrett,  Alan  E Stokie,  Douglas  F Stotz,  Anne 
Straight,  Del  Striegel,  Janice  Sweet  QSw),  Paul 
W Sweet,  Torri  Thompson,  Michael  Topp,  Ja- 
mie Tyner,  Terry  Walsh,  Tony  Ward  (TWd), 
Betsy  Whitehead,  Donald  R.  Whitehead, 
Barbara  C.  Williams,  Daniel  T.  Williams,  Jr., 
Roy  Williams,  Christine  L.  Williamson,  Geof- 
frey A.  Williamson,  Benjamin  M.  Winger, 
Matthew  J.  Winks,  Jerry  Zamirowski  (JeZ), 
Jody  Zamirowski  (JoZ).  Many  others  submit- 
ted observations  but  could  not  be  personally 
acknowledged;  all  have  our  thanks  for  their 
contributions. 
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Western  Great  Lakes 


Peder  H.  Svingen 


Despite  some  welcome  rains  in  Michi- 
gan and  Wisconsin,  and  early  snow- 
fall in  northern  Minnesota,  most  of 
the  Region  experienced  continuing  drought. 
Unlike  recent  autumns,  temperatures  were 
near  average  until  warmth  returned  in  No- 
vember. Finches  arrived  in  record-high  num- 
bers along  the  North  Shore,  with  good  num- 
bers of  crossbills  also  reaching  Wisconsin  and 
Michigan. 

Hurricanes  rarely  track  far  enough  west 
or  north  to  bring  rarities  to  the  Region,  but 
Michigan’s  first  Great  Shearwater  was  associ- 
ated with  Hurricane  Isaac,  and  extraordinary 
numbers  of  Brant  reached  Michigan  follow- 
ing Hurricane  Sandy.  Minnesota  celebrated 
its  first  Cassin’s  Kingbird  and  multiple  Clark’s 
Nutcrackers.  Wisconsin  highlights  included 
White-tailed  Kite,  Green  Violetear,  and  Be- 
wick’s Wren.  In  addition  to  the  shearwater, 
Michigan  recorded  its  first  Plumbeous  Vireo 
and  numerous  other  rarities. 

Abbreviations:  Crex  Meadows  (Crex  Mead- 
ows WA.,  Burnett,  WI);  Detroit  River  (De- 
troit River  Hawkwatch,  Wayne,  MI);  Hawk 
Ridge  (Hawk  Ridge  B.O.,  Duluth,  MN); 
North  Shore  (North  Shore  of  Lake  Superior, 
Cook,  Lake,  and  St.  Louis,  MN);  Park  Point 
(Park  Point,  Duluth,  St.  Louis,  MN);  Pointe 
Mouillee  (Pointe  Mouillee  State  Game  Area, 
Monroe,  MI);  Shiawassee  (Shiawassee  N.W.R., 
Saginaw,  MI);  Tawas  Point  (Tawas  Point  S.P, 
Iosco,  MI);  Tiscornia  (Tiscornia  Park,  Berrien, 
MI);  U.P  (Upper  Peninsula,  MI);  Whitefish 
Point  (Whitefish  Point  B.O.,  Chippewa,  MI). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CORMORANTS 

Wisconsin’s  eighth  and  ninth  records  of 
Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck  in  Dane  15- 
17  Aug  OSz)  and  Sheboygan  21-27  Aug  (Wis- 


consin Department  of  Natural  Resources) 
were  consistent  with  post-breeding  disper- 
sal. All  three  states  recorded  Brant,  includ- 
ing a phenomenal  250+  at  Port  Huron,  MI 
30  Oct  (ATC,  DB,  BMu,  SW)  and  up  to  100 
there  31  Oct  (DP,  JZ,  KO),  shortly  after  Hur- 
ricane Sandy  made  landfall  in  New  Jersey  on 
the  29th.  Single  Brant  were  also  recorded  in 
Berrien,  MI  8 Oct  (TB,  RhJ),  Winnebago,  WI 
2 Nov  (BAr),  and  Duluth,  MN  20  Nov  (SZ, 
JLK,  PHS).  An  unidentified  female  eider 
passed  Whitefish  Point  22  Oct  QSP,  SH).  The 
season’s  total  of  432  Surf  Scoters  at  Whitefish 
Point  was  down  for  the  second  consecutive 
fall;  80  in  12  Wisconsin  counties  and  28  in 
1 1 Minnesota  counties  were  also  fewer  than 
last  year.  Whitefish  Point  recorded  3626 
White-winged  Scoters,  including  a peak  of 
360  on  26  Oct  QSP).  A good  showing  of  110 
Black  Scoters  in  19  Wisconsin  counties  was 
surpassed  by  140  at  Tiscornia  10  Oct-29 
Nov  (TB)  and  170  at  Whitefish  Point.  Black 
Scoters  in  12  Minnesota  counties  included 
county  firsts  in  Faribault,  Lincoln,  Mower, 
and  Yellow  Medicine.  Whitefish  Point  tallied 
31,202  Long-tailed  Ducks,  including  6239 
on  24  Oct,  while  15,000  congregated  on  Lake 
Michigan  in  Muskegon,  Ml  1 Nov  (ND). 

A season  total  of  244  Red-throated  Loons 
was  low  for  Whitefish  Point  (JSP),  but  Baer- 
wald  tallied  419  at  Tiscornia  13  Sep-30  Nov 
during  his  waterbird  survey  (TB).  Thirty  Red- 
throated  Loons  in  11  Wisconsin  counties 
were  mostly  found  on  the  Great  Lakes,  while 
11+  birds  along  the  North  Shore  was  more 
than  usual  for  Minnesota.  Michigan  reported 
single  Pacific  Loons  at  Whitefish  Point  13  Sep 
QSP,  KMe,  MJ)  and  Portage  Lake,  Washtenaw/ 
Livingston  27  Nov+  (RWy  m.ob.).  Minnesota 
and  Wisconsin  each  had  3 Pacific  Loons  on 
the  Great  Lakes,  but  a photogenic  inland 
bird  in  Clark,  WI  21-25  Nov  Qf-u)  drew 
the  most  admirers.  A below-average  total  of 
1602  Common  Loons  was  less  than  half  the 
number  (3412)  recorded  last  fall  at  Whitefish 
Point,  and  its  seasonal  total  of  11,029  Red- 
necked Grebes  was  also  subpar.  Michigan  re- 
ported a Western  Grebe  in  Ingham  24-27  Nov 
(BRC,  m.ob.)  and  single  Aechmophorus  grebes 
in  Berrien  2 Nov  (p.a.,  DE,  TB)  and  Schoolcraft 
25  Nov  (p.a.,  JDK).  Up  to  7 Western  Grebes 
in  five  Wisconsin  locations  and  up  to  9 along 
the  North  Shore  were  also  extraordinary. 


HERONS  THROUGH  SHOREBfRDS 

Imm.  Little  Blue  Herons  were  found  in  Grant, 
MN  24  Aug  (KRE  et  al.)  and  two  Michigan 
locations:  Wayne  18  Aug  (KO)  and  Hillsdale 
30  Aug-6  Sep  (JR).  Yellow-crowned  Night- 
Herons  were  documented  in  three  Michigan 
and  three  Wisconsin  locations;  Minnesota’s 
only  report  was  the  imm.  in  Hennepin  8-15 
Sep  (BAF,  SHF).  A Plegadis  ibis  in  Oceana,  Ml 
could  not  be  specifically  identified,  but  4 at 
Pointe  Mouillee  2-23  Sep  (WW,  AMB,  BMu) 
and  one  there  28  Sep  (AMB)  were  White- 
faced. 

Wisconsin’s  fourth  'White-tailed  Kite  and 
hrst  since  1989  graced  Crex  Meadows  17-21 
Sep  (ph.  JFi,  m.ob.).  Single  Mississippi  Kites 
were  photographed  at  Hawk  Ridge  6 (CAR, 
KJB)  & 16  Sep  (KJB,  ABL);  this  continues  to 
be  the  most  predictable  location  for  this  spe- 
cies in  Minnesota.  Michigan  had  a Mississippi 
Kite  at  Otsego,  Allegan  15  Sep  (JR).  Detroit 
River  recorded  93,110  raptors  (down  from 
260,974  last  year),  -with  222  Bald  Eagles  the 
only  above-average  total.  Hawk  Ridge  record- 
ed 56,974  raptors  (70,757  last  year),  with 
above-average  totals  of  1628  Turkey  Vultures, 
4804  Bald  Eagles,  18  Swainson’s  Hawks,  531 
Rough-legged  Hawks,  and  211  Golden  Eagles 
(including  a record-high  57  on  12  Nov).  De- 
troit River  garnered  4 Swainson’s  Hawks  QSt, 
GN).  Michigan  also  reported  a dark-morph 
Swainson’s  circling  over  Portage  Marsh,  Delta 
14  Sep  QDK)  and  a juv.  at  Peninsula  Point  22 
Sep  (LD).  Wisconsin’s  only  Swainson’s  was  a 
moribund  imm.  in  Monroe  26  Aug  (LB). 

Yellow  Rails  were  heard  at  Crex  Meadows 
16  Aug  (PEB)  and  Hennepin,  MN  10  Sep 
(TAT).  A total  of  22  Piping  Plovers  in  five 
Michigan  locations  was  more  than  usual  for 
the  Wolverine  State.  In  Wisconsin,  a maxi- 
mum of  13  Black-necked  Stilts  at  Horicon 
N.WR.  5 Aug  (ASt)  were  all  gone  by  19  Aug. 
Fourteen  American  Avocets  in  five  Wiscon- 
sin counties  and  29  at  six  Michigan  loca- 
tions were  above  average.  Whimbrels  in  12 
Michigan  counties  were  more  than  usual  and 
included  a late  bird  in  Mackinac  4 Oct  (KO). 
One  of  Wisconsin’s  3 Whimbrels  was  inland 
in  Dane  17  Aug  (DDo).  Eighteen  Hudsonian 
Godwits  at  Tiscornia  24  Aug  (and  25  there 
26  Aug)  were  good  fall  counts  for  Michigan 
(TB).  Michigan  tallied  16  Red  Knots  in  five 
locations,  including  one  in  Cheboygan  22  Aug 
QDW).  Wisconsin’s  only  Red  Knot  transited 
Marinette  23  Aug  QC);  Minnesota  had  no  re- 
ports of  knots.  The  Michigan  count  of  300 
Sanderlings  in  Arenac  6 Sep  (DLJ)  was  high. 

No  fewer  than  5 Western  Sandpipers  were 
photographed  in  Michigan!  Singles  visited 
Point  Mouillee  3-6  Sep  (AMB,  BMu,  ST)  and 
Tiscornia  15  Sep  (MHy  TB),  and  up  to  3 were 


Q A Michigan's,  and  the  Region's,  first  Great  Shearwater  was  photographed  near  the 
J/l mouth  of  the  Platte  River,  Benzie  8 Sep  (AVZ).  Most  likely  flung  inland  by  Hurricane 
Isaac,  the  bird  was  found  dead  on  the  beach  about  3 km  s.  of  there  the  following  day  (ph. 
CPu).  Michigan's  only  other  record  of  a tubenose,  a Manx  Shearwater  in  Macomb  19  Aug 
2000,  was  not  a tropical-storm-related  bird.  Possibly  associated  with  Hurricane  Sandy  was 
an  unidentified  sulid  at  South  Haven,  Van  Buren,  Ml  1 Nov  (DMc). 
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at  Pointe  Mouillee  28  & 30  Sep  (AMB,  BMu, 
CWo).  Michigan  tallied  6 Purple  Sandpip- 
ers, while  Wisconsin  had  one  in  Sheboygan 
8-10  Nov  (NS).  A total  of  126  Buff-breasted 
Sandpipers  in  16  Wisconsin  counties  in- 
cluded 67  at  Horicon  N.WR.  24  Aug  (ASi, 
JT).  Red-necked  Phalarope  reports  were  up 
in  Wisconsin  (59  birds  in  14  counties)  and 
Michigan  (14  counties),  but  275  in  33  Min- 
nesota counties  was  less  than  half  of  last  year’s 
total.  Michigan  had  single  Red  Phalaropes  at 
Muskegon  20-24  Oct  0La,  MLa,  KW)  and  St. 
Clair  30  Oct  (ATC,  BMu,  DB,  SW).  Wisconsin 
also  had  single  Reds  in  Fond  du  Lac  2-9  Nov 
(TL)  and  Sheboygan  4-10  Nov  (CB,  PF). 

GULLS  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Michigan’s  11+  Black-legged  Kitti wakes  in- 
cluded an  ad.  at  Whitefish  Point  20  Oct 
0SP).  After  accumulating  more  than  three- 
dozen  records,  Minnesota  recorded  its  first 
ad.  Black-legged  Kittiwake  at  Duluth  28  Nov 
0LK);  a first-cycle  bird  was  there  10  Nov 
(KJB).  Minnesota’s  only  Sabine’s  Gull  visited 
Hennepin  21  Sep  (CMB,  PEB,  TAT,  m.ob.), 
and  all  Wisconsin  sightings  were  from  Wis- 
consin Point  13-22  Sep  (m.ob.).  Michigan 
recorded  single  Sabine’s  in  Berrien  20  Sep 
(TB)  and  Bay  30  Oct  OMS.  MWi),  plus  a to- 
tal of  12  at  Whitefish  Point  22  Sep-23  Oct 
QSP).  Fifteen  Michigan  records  of  Little  Gull 
more  than  doubled  last  fall’s  total,  but  this 
species  has  become  harder  to  find  in  Minne- 
sota. Michigan  cornered  the  rest  of  the  gull 
market  with  ad.  Laughing  Gulls  in  Ottawa  3 
Oct  (TOS)  and  at  Tawas  Point  27  Oct  OEV) 
and  a first-cycle  California  Gull  in  Berrien 
27  Oct  (AA).  Common  Tern  numbers  were 
low  at  Whitefish  Point,  but  Baerwald  tallied 
3572  at  Tiscornia  20  Aug-2  Oct.  Elsewhere 
in  Michigan,  juv.  Arctic  Terns  visited  Mus- 
kegon 20  Oct  (DP,  JP)  and  Mason  22-23  Oct 
(DCD,  BAl,  CL).  Jaegers  were  scarce  on  Lake 
Superior,  but  on  Lake  Michigan,  Baerwald 
tallied  31  jaegers  at  Tiscornia,  and  a Parasitic 
was  identified  there  5 Sep  (MHy).  Consistent 
coverage  at  Tiscornia  was  rewarded  vhth  an 
Ancient  Murrelet  20  Nov  (ph.  TB)  and  an 
unidentified  alcid  passed  Whitefish  Point  1 
Nov  GSP  CJV). 

A Eurasian  Collared-Dove  in  Branch  (FZ) 
and  2 in  Sanilac  QEV)  were  noteworthy  for 
Michigan.  Minnesota’s  22nd  White-winged 
Dove  since  2003  landed  at  Taconite  Harbor, 
Cook  9 Nov  (PLJ).  Snowy  Owls  appeared  in 
five  Minnesota,  four  Michigan,  and  a dozen 
Wisconsin  counties.  Boreal  Owls  were  on  the 
move  at  Hawk  Ridge  and  Whitefish  Point, 
and  one  was  netted  in  Portage,  WI  19  Nov 
(GJ).  Wisconsin’s  seventh  Green  Violetear 
was  taken  by  a Sharp-shinned  Hawk  soon  af- 


ter its  discovery  in  Price  13  Sep  (TN,  MLN). 
Four  of  the  7 Selasphorus  hummingbirds  in 
Wisconsin  and  6 of  the  7 in  Michigan  were 
identified  as  Rufous — unprecedented  num- 
bers for  our  Region.  A Prairie  Falcon  visited 
Big  Stone  N.WR.  10  Aug  (PLJ). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH 
WEAVER  FINCHES 

A Say’s  Phoebe  at  McQuade  Safe  Harbor,  St. 
Louis  6-11  Oct  (KRE  et  al.)  was  the  sixth  for 
the  North  Shore.  Michigan’s  fifth  Vermil- 
ion Flycatcher  lingered  in  Alger  27  Oct-17 
Nov  (SCH,  m.ob.).  Minnesota’s  first  Cassin’s 
Kingbird  vacationed  at  Grand  Marais,  Cook 
27  Oct-12  Nov  (ph.  PHS,  ph.  AXH,  m.ob.). 
An  easterly  Western  Kingbird  turned  up  at 
Whitefish  Point  26  Oct  (JSP,  LD).  A record- 
high  304  Eastern  Kingbirds  were  counted 
during  the  Hawk  Ridge/Lester  River  census 
in  St.  Louis  24  Aug  (KJB).  Each  state  record- 
ed Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher:  singles  strayed 
to  Cottonwood,  MN  2 Aug  (BRB),  Whitefish 
Point  9 Oct  QSP.  KMe),  and  Ozaukee,  WI 
31  Oct-1  Nov  (DPa).  Michigan’s,  and  the 
Region’s,  first  Plumbeous  Vireo  at  War- 
ren Dunes  S.P.,  Berrien  1 Oct  (ph.  BAn,  HA) 
generated  excitement,  but  the  bird  could  not 
be  relocated.  Minnesota  recorded  at  least  3 
Clark’s  Nutcrackers  in  four  locations:  one  in 
Carlton  10-12  Oct  (ph.  KGo)  may  have  flown 
by  Hawk  Ridge  on  the  12th  (ph.  KJB,  m.ob.), 
one  visited  Shoreview,  Ramsey  30  Oct-2  Nov 
(TH,  ph.  AXH,  m.ob.),  and  one  was  near 
Canby,  Lac  Qui  Parle  19  Nov  OFt).  Rare  for 
Wisconsin  was  a Black-billed  Magpie  in  Ash- 
land 14  Oct  (ph.  JA). 

High  counts  of  swallows  at  Muskegon  in- 
cluded 106,000  Trees,  950  Northern  Rough- 
wingeds,  and  44,500  Barns  26  Aug  Oka)- 
Record  high  for  Minnesota  was  a total  of 
6234  Bank  Swallows  in  Jackson  6 Aug  (KJB). 
Michigan’s  eight  records  involving  a total  of 
14  Cave  Swallows  were  mostly  at  Tiscornia 
Park  and  Whitefish  Point,  and  all  were  during 
the  first  half  of  Nov,  except  for  3 at  Tiscor- 
nia 25  Oct  (ph.  TB)  and  one  at  Whitefish  25 
Oct  (JSP,  ph.  JBo).  Nine  Michigan  records  of 
northerly  Carolina  Wrens  included  U.P  sites 
in  Gogebic,  Keweenaw,  Delta,  and  at  Whitefish 
Point.  Wisconsin’s  sixth  Bewick’s  Wren  in  the 
last  30  years  was  photographed  in  Eau  Claire 
27  Oct  (AG).  Three  records  of  Mountain  Blue- 
bird along  the  North  Shore  and  one  in  Anoka! 
Ramsey  20  Oct  (AXH)  were  more  than  usual 
for  Minnesota,  but  none  strayed  farther  east. 
Eight  Townsend’s  Solitaires  in  five  Michigan 
locations  was  more  than  usual  for  the  Wol- 
verine State;  10  solitaires  in  seven  Minnesota 
locations  included  an  early  arrival  in  Henne- 
pin 28  Sep  (BB).  Single  Varied  Thrushes  were 


found  in  four  Minnesota,  four  Michigan,  and 
three  Wisconsin  locations;  most  noteworthy 
was  Michigan’s  first  Sep  record  in  Marquette 
on  the  23rd  (VB).  Bohemian  Waxwdngs  were 
widespread  throughout  the  Region;  one  in 
Luce,  MI  28  Aug  (LD)  was  very  early.  Min- 
nesota’s second  highest  count  of  Cedar  Wax- 
wings  was  of  4467  migrating  along  the  North 
Shore  in  St.  Louis  11  Sep  (KJB).  Two  Smith’s 
Longspurs  in  Pine  27  Sep  and  10  in  Faribault 
24  Oct  (RBJ,  DAC)  were  e.  of  their  usual  mi- 
gration corridor  in  w.  Minnesota. 

Late-lingering  warblers  were  the  theme 
across  the  Region.  Michigan’s  included  a 
Northern  Waterthrush  in  Macomb  10-17  Nov 
OPe),  a Prothonotary  Warbler  in  Delta  17  Nov 
(ph.  SH,  BP,  GR  DE),  a Mourning  Warbler  in 
Washtenaw  7 Oct  (ph.  STo),  single  Northern 
Parulas  in  Macomb  17  Nov  (ACr,  JPe)  and  in 
Kalamazoo  18  Nov  (RKe),  and  a Yellow  War- 
bler in  Oakland  15  Oct  OFo)-  Wisconsin’s  tar- 
dy warblers  included  a Blue -winged  Warbler 
in  Manitowoc  25  Oct  (BD),  a Hooded  Warbler 
in  Milwaukee  1 1 Oct  (TW),  a Northern  Pamla 
in  Dane  10-1 1 Nov  (ph.  JG),  a Black- throated 
Blue  Warbler  in  Bayfield  22  Nov  (SD),  and  a 
Prairie  Warbler  in  Milwaukee  18-20  Oct  (DG), 
"With  possibly  the  same  bird  there  9 Nov  (ph. 
SL);  the  latter  date  was  record  late  for  the 
Badger  State.  Minnesota  chimed  in  with  a 
Common  Yellowthroat  in  Lake  4 Nov  (KRE), 
a Pine  Warbler  in  Washington  20  Nov  (CBu), 
and  a record-late  Yellow-breasted  Chat  in  Du- 
luth 3-7  Nov  (TVi,  DOK,  ph.  JLK,  ph.  PHS, 
m.ob.). 

Rare  and  late  for  the  U.P.  was  a Grasshop- 
per Sparrow  at  Whitefish  Point  12-13  Oct 
(DE,  ph.  JBo,  JSP).  Reports  of  Le  Conte’s 
Sparrow  and  Nelson’s  Sparrow  were  up  in 
Michigan;  most  unusual  were  single  Nel- 
son’s at  Muskegon  22  Sep  (DLa,  ph.  JLa,  JL), 
Macomb  28  Sep  (CWo),  Ingham  5 Oct  (SW), 
and  Whitefish  Point  9 Oct  (JSP,  JMc).  Twenty 
Nelson’s  Sparrows  in  nine  Wisconsin  coun- 
ties made  an  excellent  showing  for  the  Badger 
State.  Minnesota’s  highest  fall  count  of  1035 
White-throated  Sparrows  was  obtained  along 
7 km  of  roadside  in  St.  Louis  22  Sep  (PHS). 
More  than  normal  for  Michigan,  16  reports 
of  Harris’s  Sparrow  were  received,  while  this 
dapper  species  was  found  in  no  fewer  than  73 
of  Minnesota’s  87  counties. 

Summer  Tanagers  were  found  in  two  Min- 
nesota and  three  Wisconsin  counties;  the  lat- 
ter were  all  in  late  Nov.  First-fall  grosbeaks 
can  be  confusing,  but  Wisconsin’s  imm.  male 
Black-headed  Grosbeak  made  a cameo  ap- 
pearance in  Racine  25  Sep  (ph.  SK).  Continu- 
ing from  summer  in  Michigan  were  singing 
male  Blue  Grosbeaks  in  Dickinson  9 Aug  (LD, 
CKi),  Allegan  11  Aug  (DL),  and  Cass  17  Aug 
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QTW);  most  unusual  was  a female  in  Cheboy- 
gan 9-17  Nov  (ph.  TC).  Peak  counts  of  600 
Bobolinks  in  Tuscola,  MI  25  Aug  (CMc)  and 
471  at  Duluth,  MN  26  Aug  (KJB)  were  note- 
worthy. Michigan  also  reported  high  counts 
of  500  Rusty  Blackbirds  in  Marquette  1 Oct 
(SH)  and  400  in  Wayne  21  Oct  QSt). 

Pine  Grosbeaks  and  crossbills  were  re- 
ported in  good  numbers  across  the  n.  half  of 
the  Region,  with  Red  Crossbills  arriving  early 
in  good  numbers.  Minnesota’s  high  count 
of  1252  Red  Crossbills  during  the  Hawk 
Ridge/Lester  River  census  2 Aug  (KJB)  more 
than  quintupled  the  previous  record  of  215! 
White-winged  Crossbills  were  found  in  33 
Minnesota,  28  Wisconsin,  and  39  Michigan 
counties;  a total  of  831  during  the  Hawk 
Ridge/Lester  River  census  28  Oct  (KJB)  fur- 
nished another  record-high  count  for  Min- 
nesota. An  early  Hoary  Redpoll  in  St.  Louis, 
MN  22  Oct  OLK)  was  a harbinger  of  the  inva- 
sion to  follow.  Other  noteworthy  finch  counts 
during  the  Hawk  Ridge/Lester  River  census 
included  4050  Pine  Siskins  14  Oct  and  1323 
American  Goldfinches  13  Sep  (KJB).  All  three 
states  witnessed  the  best  southward  incursion 
of  Evening  Grosbeaks  in  several  decades;  the 
highest  count  was  136  at  Whitefish  Point  25 
Oct  UBo). 

Cited  observers  (subregional  editors  m 
boldface);  Brian  Allen  (BAl),  Brad  Anderson 
(BAn),  Hannah  Anderson  (HA),  Jane  An- 
derson QA),  Nick  Anich  (eBird  Wisconsin), 


Brandon  Arndt  (BAr),  Amar  Ayyash  (AA), 
Tim  Baerwald  (TB),  Karl  J.  Bardon  (KJB), 
Laurie  Bartholomew  (LB),  Vicki  Bennon  (VB), 
Brad  R.  Bolduan  (BRB),  David  Boon  (DB), 
Jason  Bojczyk  OBo),  Cynthia  Bridge  (CB), 
Conny  M.  Brunell  (CMB),  Paul  E.  Budde 
(Minnesota),  Cheryl  Burgmeier  (CBu),  Bob 
Butson  (BB),  Adam  M.  Byrne  (eBird  Michi- 
gan), Thomas  Cadwalader  (TC),  David  A. 
Cahlander  (DAC),  Joan  Campbell  (JC),  Al- 
len T.  Chartier  (Michigan),  Bruce  R.  Cohen 
(BRC),  Annie  Crary  (ACr),  Nathan  DeBruine 
(ND),  Steve  Denker  (SD),  David  C.  Dister 
(DCD),  Dan  Doeppers  (DDO),  Bob  Doma- 
galski  (BD),  Louis  Dombroski  (LD),  Kim  R. 
Eckert  (KRE),  Dan  Elliott  (DE),  Dave  Es- 
sian  (DE),  Bruce  A.  Fall  (eBird  Minnesota), 
Susan  H.  Eall,  Jeff  Eischer  QFi),  Peter  Fissel 
(PE),  James  Fox  OFo),  Jason  Frank  QFr),  Carl 
J.  Freeman  (CJF),  Darlene  Friedman  (DE), 
Anne  Geraghty  (AG),  Kent  Goble  (KGo), 
Joleen  Griffin  QG).  Dennis  Gustafson  (DG), 
Skye  Haas  (SH),  Anthony  X.  Hertzel  (AXH), 
Scott  C.  Hickman  (SCH),  Tammy  Holmer 
(TH),  Matt  Hysell  (MHy),  Doug  L.  Jackson 
(DLJ),  Gene  Jacobs  (GJX  Robert  B.  Janssen 
(RBJ),  Scott  A.  Jennex  (SAJ),  Paul  L.  Johnson 
(PLJ),  Rhoda  Johnson  (RhJ),  Matt  Johnston 
(MJ),  Joseph  D.  Kaplan  QDK),  Rich  Keith 
(RKe),  Sharon  Kennedy  (SK),  Don  O.  Kien- 
holz  (DOK),  Carol  Kier  (CKi),  Jan  & Larry 
Kraemer  QI-K).  Jonathan  Lautenbach  01-^)^ 
Joseph  Lautenbach  (JL),  Michael  Lautenbach 
(MLa),  Darrell  Lawson  (DL),  Terry  Leasa  (TL), 


Chris  Lipps  (CL),  Andrew  B.  Longtin  (ABL), 
Steven  Lubahn  (SL),  Judy  Lund  Oku),  Jeff 
McCoy  OMc);  Chris  McCreedy  (CMc),  Doug 
McWhirter  (DMc),  Ken  Mettie  Jr.  (KMe),  Kip 
Miller  (KMi),  Brad  Murphy  (BMu),  Mary 
Lou  Nicholls  (MLN),  Tom  Nicholls  (TN), 

Greg  Norwood  (GN),  Karl  Overman  (KO), 
Bridgett  Palmer  (BP),  Gary  Parlmer  (GP), 

Dan  Panetti  (DPa),  Andy  Paulios  (eBird  Wis- 
consin), David  Pavlik  (DP),  Jeff  Pavlik  (JP), 
Joanna  Pease  QPe).  Jason  St.  Pierre  QSP), 

Tom  Prestby  (eBird  Wisconsin),  Caleb  Put- 
nam (CPu),  Jack  Reinoehl  (JR),  Cory  A.  Rit- 
ter (CAR),  Joe  Schaufenbuel  (Wisconsin), 

Jim  Schwarz  QSz),  Nick  Seeger  (NS),  Adam 
Sinkula  (ASi),  Thomas  O.  Smythe  (TOS),  Jo- 
seph M.  Soehnel  QMS),  Jonathan  Stein  (JSt), 
Aaron  Stutz  (ASt),  Peder  H.  Svingen  (PHS), 
Scott  Terry  (ST),  Sarah  Toner  (STo),  Joel  Trick 
QT),  Tom  A.  Tustison  (TAT),  Jim  E.  VanAllen 
QEV),  Tim  Viche  (TVi),  Christopher  J.  Vogel 
(CJV),  Will  Weber  (WW),  Jason  D.  Weck- 
stein  ODW),  Kevin  Welsh  (KW),  Thomas  R. 
Wheeker  (TRW),  Myles  Willard  (MWi),  Sean  | 
Williams  (SW),  Chris  Wood  (CWo),  Thomas  ‘ 
Wood  (TW),  Jonathan  T.  Wuepper  (Michi- 
gan), Roger  Wykes  (RWy),  Jerry  Ziarno  QZ), 
Shawn  Zierman  (SZ),  Fred  Zilch  (FZ),  and  Al- 
ice Van  Zoeren  (AVZ).  We  offer  sincere  thanks 
to  the  hundreds  of  additional  contributors 
who  could  not  be  cited  here  individually.  O 


Peder  H,  Svingen,  2602  East  4th  Street,  Duluth, 
Minnesota  55812,  (psvingen@gmail.com) 


Submitting  list  totals  for  publication  is  one  of  the  ABA’s  oldest  traditions,  and  we’re  taking 
the  next  level.  Now,  you’ll  be  able  to  submit  all  of  the  numbers  you  have  In  the  past,  plus  some 
new  ones.  Over  3,006  new  ones,  Including  county  lists!  And  it’s  all  online,  and 
We’ve  preserved  what  was  popular  about  the  previous  system,  while  vastly  Increasing  Its  capaDiimes 
and  bringing  ABA’s  listing  functions  fully  into  the  21st  Century.  GO  ONLINE  FOR  DETAILS. 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


Peter  Kondrashou 
Joshua  P.  Uffman 


Temperatures  were  variable  during  the 
2012  fall  season  across  Missouri  and 
Iowa,  but  drought  conditions  were  the 
notable  weather  pattern  that  continued  to  im- 
pact the  Region,  During  August,  crop  fields 
and  pastures  deteriorated  and  grassfires  in- 
creased in  frequency.  Dropping  river  levels  and 
drying  wetlands  left  returning  waterfowl  and 
shorebirds  only  a few  reliable  locations  to  rest. 
Some  relief  made  it  to  the  Region  over  Labor 
Day  weekend  when  the  remnants  of  Hurricane 
Isaac  brought  steady  rains  across  much  of  Mis- 
souri and  southeastern  Iowa.  Unfortunately  no 
other  system  brought  moisture  to  the  Region 
by  the  season’s  end,  and  drought  conditions 
only  worsened.  September  averaged  cooler 
than  normal,  while  October  and  November 
were  slightly  warmer.  By  the  end  of  the  song- 
bird migration,  many  Iowa  observers  felt  it  was 
mostly  undetectable.  The  only  notable  push 
was  26-27  October,  when  many  peak  counts 
of  waterfowl  arrived. 

A number  of  species  arrived  record  early 
in  Iowa:  Thayer’s  Gull,  Glaucous  Gull,  Mer- 
lin, Smith’s  Longspur,  and  Brewer’s  Blackbird. 
Notable  species  in  Missouri  included  Brown 
Pelican,  Roseate  Spoonbill,  and  Mountain 
Bluebird.  Iowa  hosted  an  abundance  of  rari- 
ties: Roseate  Spoonbill,  Swallow-tailed  Kite, 
Whooping  Crane,  Arctic  Tern,  Rufous  Hum- 
mingbird, and  Rock  Wren.  In  addition,  each 
state  witnessed  a phenomenal  winter  finch 
invasion,  with  multiple  reports  of  Red  Cross- 
bills, White-winged  Crossbills  as  far  south  as 
St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  the  first  Evening  Gros- 
beaks in  many  years  in  each  state. 

Abbreviations:  B.C.A.  (August  A.  Busch  C.A., 
St.  Charles,  MO);  D.R.  (Desoto  N.WR.,  Har- 
rison, LA);  E.B.C.A.  (Eagle  Bluffs  C.A.,  Boone, 


MO);  Forney  (Forney  Lake,  Fremont,  lA); 
Grammer  (Grammer  Grove,  Marshall,  lA); 
Hitchcock  (Hitchcock  Nature  Area  and  Hawk- 
watch,  Pottawattamie,  LA);  M.N.WR.  (Mingo 

N. W.R.,  Stoddard/Wayne,  MO);  M.W.S.U.  (Mis- 
souri Western  State  University,  Buchanan,  MO); 

O. S.C.A.  (Otter  Slough  C.A.,  Stoddard,  MO); 
Pool  #9  (Pool  #9,  Allamakee,  lA);  Pool  #13 
(Pool  #13,  Clinton,  lA);  Red  Rock  (Red  Rock 
Reservoir,  Marion,  lA);  R.M.B.S.  (Riverlands 
Migratory  Bird  Sanctuary,  St.  Charles,  MO); 
Smithville  (Smithville  Lake,  Clay/Clinton,  MO); 
S.L.R.  (Swan  Lake  N.W.R.,  Chariton,  MO); 
S.C.R.  (Squaw  Creek  N.WR.,  Holt,  MO);  Say- 
lonhlle  (Saylorville  Res.,  Polk,  LA);  T.G.P.  (Tow- 
er Grove  Park,  St.  Louis  City,  MO);  Trumbull 
(Trumbull  Lake,  Clay,  lA);  U.S.EWS  (United 
States  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  GROUSE 

Notable  goose  counts  began  in  w.  Iowa  with 
538  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  in  Harrison 
24  Oct  (U.S.EWS.)  and  475  in  Clay  4 Nov 
(LAS).  Hitchcock  hosted  the  most  impressive 
flights,  vHth  9000  Snow  Geese  passing  through 
6 & 12  Nov  and  600  Greater  White-fronteds 
and  39,000  Snows  11  Nov  (MOr).  Red  Rock 
greeted  the  first  2 Ross’s  Geese  28  Oct  QJD),  and 
the  high  count  was  27  in  Hamilton,  LA  6 Nov 
(SJD).  Only  two  Iowa  counts  recorded  more 
than  100  Cackling  Geese,  both  17  Nov:  290  in 
Story  (SJD)  and  180  in  O'Brien  (TMH).  Tnim- 
peter  Swans  peaked  on  27  Nov  in  Missouri, 
vnth  262  tallied  across  St.  Charles/St.  Louis  (PL) 
and  113  at  S.C.R.  Tundra  Swans  peaked  along 
the  Mississippi  River  with  4745  at  Pool  #9  and 
1350  at  Pool  #13  (U.S.EWS.),  both  26  Nov. 
Along  the  Missouri  River,  2041  Wood  Ducks 
stopped  at  D.R.  24  Oct  (U.S.EWS.).  Gadwall 
peaked  across  the  Region  in  late  Oct,  with 
5000  at  Smithville  26  Oct  (KM),  7500  at  Say- 
lorville 27  Oct  (AB),  and  an  incredible  17,800 
at  Pool  #13  on  30  Oct  (U.S.EWS.).  An  Ameri- 
can Wigeon  at  Saylorville  13  Sep  (SJD)  marked 
the  first  arrival  in  the  Region.  The  peak  count 
for  Missouri  was  313  at  O.S.C.A.  12  Oct  (CBa), 
while  Iowa  hosted  950  at  Pool  #9  on  10  Oct 
and  another  350  at  D.R.  7 Nov  (U.S.EWS.). 
An  aerial  survey  estimated  200  American 
Black  Ducks  along  the  Mississippi  River,  Al- 
lamakee,  lA  30  Oct  (DK,  U.S.EWS.).  Flocks 
of  Blue-winged  Teal  numbering  1000-2000 
were  at  three  Iowa  sites  5-20  Sep.  In  Missouri, 
a Northern  Pintail  made  an  early  appearance 
at  R.M.B.S.  5 Aug  (WR);  2500  at  Smithville  26 
Oct  (KM)  was  the  top  count.  Iowa  peak  counts 
included  7245  at  Pool  #13  on  16  Oct  in  the  e. 
(U.S.EWS.)  and  another  3000  at  D.R.  14  Nov 
in  the  w.  (U.S.EWS.).  A combined  total  of  at 
least  21,000  Green-winged  Teal  moved  across 
Iowa  30  Oct-14  Nov  (U.S.EWS.,  SJD). 


Iowa  & Missouri  | 


Canvasbacks  at  Pool  #9  were  estimated 
at  194,470  5 Nov  (U.S.EWS.)— less  than 
half  the  count  recorded  by  U.S.EWS.  at  this 
site  in  2012.  Redhead  counts  away  from  the 
Mississippi  River  included  112  at  Saylorville 
7 Nov  (SJD)  and  185  at  Smithville  12  Nov 
(MBR).  Along  the  Mississippi  River,  1060 
were  at  Pool  #13  on  14  Nov  (U.S.EWS.). 
Ring-necked  Duck  numbers  were  at  8810  at 
Pool  #13  on  30  Oct  and  remained  over  7000 
through  the  end  of  Nov  (U.S.EWS.).  Lesser 
Scaup  numbers  peaked  at  2200-4000  at  Say- 
lorville 26  Oct-7  Nov  (AB,  SJD),  but  the  along 
the  Mississippi  River,  39,800  were  at  Pool  #9 
(U.S.EWS.).  Twenty  Surf  Scoters  visited  12 
Iowa  sites  beginning  14  Oct,  with  5 in  Cerro 
Gordo  (RG)  and  2 in  Dickinson  (ET).  Two  at 
R.M.B.S.  27  Oct  QM,  CM)  and  one  in  Nod- 
away 29-30  Oct  (DAE)  were  Missouri’s  only 
sightings.  Fourteen  White- winged  Scoters 
visited  three  Iowa  sites  25  Oct-9  Nov,  with 
11  of  those  at  Red  Rock  27  Oct  0?).  while 
1 1 in  Nodaway  the  next  day  set  a new  high 
count  for  the  species  in  Missouri  (DAE). 
Black  Scoters  only  visited  Iowa,  with  2 at  Red 
Rock  2 Nov  QF)  and  singles  at  three  other 
sites  through  28  Nov  (JF).  Single  Long-tailed 
Ducks  stopped  at  three  Iowa  sites  4-24  Nov 
(KTM,  SJD,  JF).  Forty  Buffleheads  arrived  in 
Allamakee,  lA  10  Oct,  where  numbers  grew 
to  3250  by  the  end  of  the  month  (U.S.EWS.). 
The  first  10  Common  Goldeneyes  were  a bit 
earlyl6  Oct  in  Allamakee,  lA  (U.S.EWS.). 
Peak  Iowa  counts  came  26  Nov  when  2200 
were  at  Pool  #9  and  another  7700  were  at 
Pool  #13  (U.S.EWS.).  Ruddy  Ducks  num- 
bered 14,500  along  the  Mississippi  River  in 
Clinton,  LA  16  Oct  (U.S.EWS.).  Roadside  sur- 
veys in  Aug  by  Iowa’s  Department  of  Natural 
Resources  found  an  insignificant  increase  in 
Gray  Partridge  numbers  from  2011.  A single 
Ruffed  Grouse  report  came  from  Winneshiek, 
lA  22  Nov  (CJL),  while  the  only  Greater  Prai- 
rie-Chicken reports  were  from  Taberville  Prai- 


This  immature  White  Ibis  at  a farm  pond  In  southern  Boone 
County  was  farther  north  than  expected  for  Missouri  21-25 
Aug  (here  21  Aug).  Photograph  by  Ryan  Douglas. 
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These  four  Roseate  Spoonbills  at  Eagle  Bluffs  Conservation 
Area,  Boone  County  established  Missouri's  twelfth  record  of 
the  species  2 September  2012.  Photograph  by  Ryan  Douglas. 


rie  C.A.,  St.  Clair,  MO,  with  8 on  27  Oct  (RD, 
NM)  and  another  4 on  18  Nov  QC). 

LOONS THROUGH  CRANES 

Red-throated  Loons  were  reported  only  in 
Iowa,  with  a juv.  at  Red  Rock  15  Oct-2  Nov 
Oh  JLF,  JG,  MP)  and  another  at  Saylorville 
20-22  Oct  (ph.  SJD,  JB,  AB).  Singles  at  these 
same  sites  in  late  Nov  may  have  been  the  same 
individuals  Oh  JG,  SJD).  Pacihc  Loons  visited 
three  cen.  Iowa  sites  2-17  Nov:  2 ads.  at  Say- 
lorville (Dth,  JG,  JB)  and  single  juvs.  at  Clear 
Lake,  Cerro  Gordo  (SJD)  and  Red  Rock  OGe). 
Common  Loons  peaked  in  mid-Nov  with  40 
at  Saylorville  (AB)  and  73  at  Clear  Lake,  Cer- 
ro Gordo  (SJD),  both  Iowa,  and  103  were  at 
Smithville  (KM),  Pied-billed  Grebes  numbered 
241  at  Saylorville  31  Aug  (SJD)  and  climbed  to 
572  on  20  Sep  (SJD).  Lake  Manawa,  Pottawat- 
tamie, lA  had  the  most  Horned  Grebes,  with  47 
on  14  Oct  (KDy)  and  65  on  1 Nov  (DTh,  LJP, 
BKP).  Red-necked  Grebes  visited  each  state:  2 
were  in  Macon,  MO  7 Nov  (ph.  PK),  and  then 
2 were  farther  s.  in  Cole,  MO  12  Nov;  in  Iowa, 
2 were  at  Saylorville  12  Oct-2  Nov  (DTh, 
SJD).  An  Eared  Grebe  was  at  Trumbull  27  Aug 
(LAS),  while  up  to  5 migrants  visited  at  least 
eight  other  Iowa  counties  6 Sep-25  Nov.  West- 
ern Grebes  were  only  reported  from  Iowa,  with 
up  to  2 each  at  Lake  Manawa,  Pottawattamie  7 
Oct-4  Nov  (LJP,  BKP,  KDy,  DTh)  and  Red  Rock 
15  Oct-30  Nov  Oh  JG)  and  singles  at  three 
other  sites.  Mark  Orsag  recorded  9300  Dou- 
ble-crested Cormorants  moving  southward  at 
Hitchcock  1-9  Oct.  High  counts  of  American 
White  Pelican  in  Iowa  included  4200  at  Say- 
lorville beginning  11  Aug  (AB)  through  mid- 
Sep  (BE,  SJD),  3000  in  Woodbury  8 Sep  (BEH, 
GLV),  and  4600  at  Hitchcock  the  first  two  days 
of  Oct  (MOr).  Missouri’s  eleventh  Brown  Peli- 
can continued  at  Binder  Lake,  Cole  throughout 
the  fall  season  (TCBa,  m.ob.). 

An  American  Bittern  in  Barton,  MO  14-16 


Nov  (Becky  Wylie)  furnished  one  of  few  Nov 
records.  The  extreme  drought  conditions  led  to 
below-average  heron  counts  in  much  of  the  Re- 
gion, with  only  131  Great  Blue  Herons  in  Kos- 
suth, lA  26  Aug  (MCK)  and  120  Great  Egrets  at 
S.L.R.  7 Aug  (SK).  The  Region’s  last  Great  Egret 
was  at  B.C.A.  19  Nov  QU).  Two  Tricblored 
Herons  made  it  to  Missouri:  an  imm.  at  B.C.A. 
2-11  Aug  (David  Haenni,  m.ob.)  and  one  at 
S.L.R,  6 Sep  (refuge  staff;  fide  SK).  An  imm. 
White  Ibis  visited  a farm  pond  in  Boone,  MO 
21-25  Aug  (tEW,  tKathleen  Anderson,  ph. 
RD,  PK,  Frankie  Cuculich).  No  White-faced 
Ibis  were  reported  from  Iowa;  in  Missouri,  3 
were  at  R.M.B.S.  2 Sep  (PL),  one  in  Greene  4 
Oct  (CBu),  and  at  least  one  in  Lincoln  6 Oct 
(TCMc).  Four  Roseate  Spoonbills  at  E. B.C.A. 
2 Sep  furnished  the  twelfth  Missouri  record 
(ph.  tRD),  and  one  at  Jester  Park,  Polk  5-8  Sep 
was  Iowa’s  third  (tJMC,  tAB,  TJB,  tJG,  tSJD, 
tDA,  SCS,  CJC,  MP). 

Black  Vultures  continue  to  do  well  across 
sw.  Missouri,  with  55  at  Bagnell  Dam,  Miller 
9 Nov  (CBa),  75  at  Table  Rock  Lake,  Taney 
29  Nov  (GSa),  and  3 at  Truman  Dam,  Benton 
23  Nov  (MBR,  Chris  Hobbs).  Thirty-three 
Ospreys  at  Grammer  was  the  second  highest 
total  for  the  hawkwatch  in  its  23  years,  while 
13  in  the  vicinity  of  Saylorville  1 Sep  was  this 
season’s  highest  single-day  count  (SJD).  Iowa’s 
fourth  modern  record  was  provided  by  a Swal- 
low-tailed Kite  at  Otter  Creek  Marsh,  Tama 
25  Aug-1  Sep  (tDA,  tSJD,  tJB,  tPH,  APC), 
Iowa  Mississippi  Kites,  all  singles,  were  at  Des 
Moines,  Polk  8 Sep  (RIC)  and  at  Hitchcock  9 & 
16  Sep  (MOr).  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  numbers 
were  down  at  Iowa’s  two  hawkwatches,  with 
268  at  Grammer  being  the  third  lowest  season 
total  in  its  23  years  (MP)  and  772  at  Hitchcock 
being  the  lowest  since  the  count  began  in  2002 
(MOr).  Northern  Goshawks  only  made  it  as  far 
s.  as  Iowa,  the  first  in  Bremer  30  Sep  (ph.  Jim 
Mason),  2 more  in  late  Oct  (MOr,  SJD),  and 
the  last  in  Ringgold  30  Nov  ORk).  Swainson’s 
Hawks  totaled  1042  at  Hitchcock,  the  high- 
est season  total  since  2006  and  961  of  those 
recorded  1 Oct  (MOr).  Only  20  Rough-legged 
Hawks  hew  past  Hitchcock  this  season,  the 
count’s  worst  total  in  11  years  (MOr).  Thirty- 
two  Golden  Eagles  visited  Iowa,  starting  with 
one  in  Decatur  7 Oct  (BAB)  and  5 of  those  from 
the  e.  (DK,  JE,  BSc,  MP).  Missouri’s  only  Golden 
was  at  Taberville  Prairie  C.A.,  St.  Clair  18  Nov 
OC). 

The  hrst  of  4 Iowa  Yellow  Rails  was  a single 
at  Neal  Smith  N.WR,,  Jasper  22  Sep  (KVS, 
WWH,  Carl  BendorO  and  the  last  was  at  Sugar 
Bottom  Recreation  Area,  Johnson  5 Oct  OLE)- 
Soras  peaked  early  in  Missouri  with  at  least  30 
at  R.M.B.S.  26  Aug  (MT),  while  up  to  28  were 
at  Saylorville  3-4  Sep  (JCe,  RLC,  SJD),  and  an- 


other 20  were  at  Riverton  WA.,  Fremont,  lA 
28  Sep  (KDy).  American  Coots  were  estimated 
at  59,110  along  the  Mississippi  River  at  Pool 
#13  in  mid-Oct  (U.S.EWS.),  while  the  highest 
count  in  the  interior  of  Iowa  was  9500  at  Say- 
lorville 3 Nov  QB).  Missouri  Sandhill  Cranes 
included  2 in  the  e.  in  Lincoln  5 Aug  QU,  Matt 
Malin)  and  a high  of  23  at  S.C.R.  27  Oct  (DAE, 
PL).  In  Iowa,  crane  numbers  built  to  a peak  of 
45  at  Otter  Creek  Marsh,  Tama  23  Sep  (PH, 
SJD,  MP,  JF),  27  were  in  rural  Decatur  27  Nov 
QRL),  and  smaller  numbers  were  reported  from 
eight  other  counties.  A Whooping  Crane  near 
the  Missouri  River  in  Woodbury  25  Nov  was  the 
first  of  the  Canadian  population  in  Iowa  since 
the  spring  of  1999  (t Helen  Harvey). 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  OWLS 

The  shorebird  migration  this  season  did  not 
produce  any  rarities,  but  most  of  the  expected 
species  were  present  in  good  numbers.  Ameri- 
can Golden-Plovers  lingered  in  each  state 
through  Nov,  with  2 in  Dade,  MO  14  Nov 
(GSw)  and  one  at  Saylorville  22  Nov  (SJD, 
AB).  Four  Piping  Plovers  were  at  Forney  5 
Aug  (CJL),  and  a juv.  was  at  Saylorville  10-20 
Sep  (ph.  SJD).  Two  Black-necked  Stilt  records 
made  a first  in  fall  for  Iowa:  an  ad.  female  at 
Burr  Oak,  Winneshiek  2-17  Aug  was  the  earli- 
est fall  record  (DC,  tLZ),  and  4 were  at  Say- 
lorville 31  Aug-1  Sep  (SJD,  ph.  AB).  Greater 


Attendees  of  the  Iowa  Ornithologists'  Union  field  trip  to 
Otter  Creek  Marsh,  Tama  County  were  rewarded  with  Iowa's 
fourth  Swallow-tailed  Kite  25  August  2012  (here);  it  remained 
through  1 September.  Photograph  by  Stephen  J.Dmsmore. 


82 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


IOWA  & MISSOURI 


Yellowlegs  lingered  in  each  state  into  Nov,  with 
the  last  individual  at  New  Albin,  Allamakee,  LA 
25  Nov  (Tom  Schilke).  Hudsonian  Godwits, 
rare  across  the  Region  as  fall  migrants,  made 
record-late  appearances  in  each  state  this  sea- 
son: a juv.  was  at  Saylorville  19  Oct  (SJD),  and 
one  at  S.L.R.  5 Nov  was  Missouri’s  latest  by 
almost  two  weeks  (ph.,  tSK).  Four  Marbled 
Godwits  passed  through  the  Region,  the  ear- 
liest being  2 at  Spirit  Lake,  Dickinson  8 Aug 
(ET),  the  last  a single  at  R.M.B.S.  16  Sep  (MT). 
Ruddy  Turnstones  were  only  reported  in  Iowa, 
with  a juv.  at  Saylorville  (SJD)  and  4 at  Hawk- 
eye  QF).  both  26  Aug,  and  the  only  other  at 
Saylorville  13  Sep  (AB).  Saylorville  hosted  27 
Sanderlings  4 Sep  (JCe);  the  last  4 were  also 
there,  25  Oct  (SJD).  Single  Western  Sandpip- 
ers were  at  Trumbull  12  Aug  (SJD),  Boone,  MO 
15  Aug  (RD),  and  R.M.B.S.  2 Sep  QU),  and  2 
juvs.  were  at  Saylorville  17  Aug-3  Sep  (tSJD, 
ph.  AB).  Twenty-six  Least  Sandpipers  were 
still  in  Lincoln,  MO  26  Nov  0M,  CM).  Pectoral 
Sandpipers  numbered  3500  at  Trumbull  3 Aug 
(SJD),  and  up  to  1000  were  in  Kossuth,  lA  5 
Aug-31  Oct  (MCK).  A high  count  of  206  Stilt 
Sandpipers  was  at  Saylorville  24-26  Aug  QB, 
AB,  SJD).  Fewer  reports  of  Buff-breasted  Sand- 
piper were  received  this  year  compared  to  last, 
with  14  from  five  Missouri  locations  and  over 
40  from  12  locations  across  Iowa;  the  high- 
est count  was  19  at  Saylorville  13  Sep  (SJD). 
The  last  Short-billed  Dowitcher,  a juv,  was  at 
Saylorville  20  Sep  (SJD).  Up  to  10  Red-necked 
Phalaropes  visited  10  Iowa  counties  during 
Aug  and  Sep,  with  the  last  individual  in  Linn 
4 Oct  OF). 

A juv  Sabine’s  Gull  was  at  Saylorville  13-16 
Sep  (AB,  SJD,  RIA,  PHA,  JB),  and  2 were  there 
1 Oct  (SJD).  Two  Laughing  Gulls  made  it  to 
Missouri,  one  at  R.M.B.S.  1-2  Sep  QM,  CM,  PL) 
and  an  imm.  away  from  the  Mississippi  River 
at  Thousand  Hills  S.P.,  Adair  15  Sep  (ph.  PK). 
A Franklin’s  Gull  arrived  early  at  R.M.B.S.  11 
Aug  OM,  CM).  Iowa  recorded  the  peak  counts, 
with  up  to  50,000  at  Saylorville  in  mid-Sep 
(BE,  RLC,  AB),  25,000  over  Hitchcock  20  Sep 
(MOr),  and  23,360  at  Red  Rock  6 Oct  (SJD). 
Recent  history  of  Herring  Gulls  breeding  on 
Iowa  islands  in  the  Mississippi  River  might 
explain  the  early  appearance  of  an  ad.  at  Fort 
Madison,  Lee,  lA  8 Aug  (SJD)  and  an  imm.  at 
R.M.B.S.  8 Aug  (JM,  CM).  Three  Thayer’s  Gulls 
visited  Iowa  with  the  first  one  record  early  by  a 
day  at  Red  Rock  15  Oct  (tJF).  There  were  two 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  reports  from  Mis- 
souri, of  which  an  ad.  at  R.M.B.S.  1 Sep  (ph. 
CMc,  JM,  tCM)  was  record  early;  6 others  were 
reported  from  five  Iowa  locations.  A first-year 
Glaucous  Gull  at  Trumbull  20  Oct  was  record 
early  by  a week  in  Iowa  (tLAS).  Saylorville 
hosted  a number  of  significant  records;  Cas- 


pian Terns  reached  203  by  1 Oct  (BE,  SJD);  a 
Common  Tern  19  Oct  was  Iowa’s  third  latest 
ever  (SJD),  and  the  major  excitement  began 
13  Sep  when  Iowa’s  third  Arctic  Tern,  a juv, 
arrived  (TAB,  tDA)  and  lingered  until  1 Oct 
(tSJD). 

Late  breeding  records  for  Eurasian  Collared- 
Dove  came  from  Stoddard,  MO,  where  one  was 
on  a nest  22  Aug  and  4 young  had  fledged  18 
Sep  (CBa);  2 hatchlings  were  also  observed  in  a 
nest  at  O.S.C.A.  10  Sep  (CBa).  A White-winged 
Dove  was  at  Webb  City,  Jasper,  MO  30  Aug  (Liz 
Mangile).  In  Iowa,  this  species  apparently  bred 
in  or  near  Shenandoah,  Page,  where  several 
pairs  and  at  least  3 juvs.  were  present  from 
the  start  of  the  season  through  6 Oct  (KDy).  In 
sw.  Missouri,  single  Greater  Roadrunners  were 
noted  in  two  counties  (JC).  Barn  Owl  reports 
included  a nesting  pair  with  seven  eggs  in  Cape 
Girardeau,  MO  18  Aug  (CBa),  a family  group  of 
2 ads.  and  4 young  lingering  into  early  fall  after 
successful  nesting  in  Van  Buren,  lA  (ph.  George 
Sheppard,  Jide  SJD),  and  another  individual  in 
Decatur,  lA  30  Sep  (BAB).  After  a phenomenal 
irruption  of  Snowy  Owls  in  2011-2012,  this 
fall  appeared  to  have  the  beginnings  of  a mod- 
erate echo  flight,  with  at  least  1 1 distinct  sight- 
ings in  Iowa  starting  1 Nov  in  Jackson  (Chuck 
Ernst),  but  none  were  reported  in  Missouri. 
Successful  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  band- 
ing stations  make  one  realize  just  how  elusive 
these  birds  are.  In  Missouri,  34  were  banded 
in  Saline  26  Oct-8  Nov  (Ethan  Duke)  and  6 in 
St.  Louis  12-13  Nov  (PL).  In  Iowa,  the  first  flew 
into  the  nets  at  Hitchcock  13  Oct,  where  69 
were  captured  through  19  Nov  QT);  41  were 
banded  16  Oct-14  Nov  at  Mount  Ayr  W.A., 
Ringgold  QT);  stations  in  Monona  and  Fremont 
added  13  more  captures  (JT). 

GOATSUCKERS  THROUGH  LOHGSPURS 

A record-late  Chuck-will’s- widow  was  heard  at 
E.B.C.A.  6 Oct  (TRD,  tNM,  tKyle  McCommis). 
High  counts  of  Chimney  Swift  in  Missouri  in- 
cluded 610  in  Greene  8 Sep  (GSa)  and  590  in 
St.  Louis  7 Oct  (PL).  Rufous  Hummingbirds 
made  appearances  at  two  Christian,  MO  private 
residences,  one  10  Aug  and  the  other  27  Oct+ 
(fide  GSa).  In  Iowa,  an  ad.  female  visited  a Scott 
feeder  from  early  Oct  through  16  Nov  (tSJD, 
tPOR,  ph.  Jo  Ann  Whitmore).  Another  hum- 
mingbird at  a feeder  in  Buchanan,  MO  was  only 
identified  as  a Selasphorus  27-28  Nov  QH). 
Migrating  Red-headed  Woodpeckers  in  Iowa 
were  estimated  at  500  and  240  as  they  passed 
the  tower  at  Hitchcock  1 & 5 Sep  (MOr),  re- 
spectively, and  another  112  were  at  Waubonsie 
S.P.,  Fremont,  lA  23  Sep  (KDy).  A record-early 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  was  in  Daviess,  MO 
13  Sep  (Terry  McNeely  Jide  SK).  The  two  Iowa 
hawkwatches  recorded  low  numbers  for  Amer- 


This  juvenile  Northern  Goshawk  at  Sweet  Marsh,  Bremer 
County  30  September  was  the  first  of  four  Iowa  goshawks 
in  autumn  201 2.  Photograph  by  Jim  Mason. 


This  juvenile  Arctic  Tern,  representing  Iowa's  third  record  of  the 
species,  was  at  Saylorville  Reservoir,  Polk  County  13  (here  23) 
September  through  1 0ctober  2012.  Photograph  by  Aaron  Brees. 


ican  Kestrel,  with  78  at  Hitchcock  being  the 
lowest  ever  for  the  count  (MOr),  and  Grammer 
had  its  third  lowest  in  23  years  of  counts  (MP). 
A Merlin  along  the  Kossuth/Palo  Alto,  lA  county 
line  was  record  early  12  Aug  (ph.  SJD).  Eight 
of  the  10  Prairie  Falcons  that  visited  the  Region 
were  seen  from  the  Hitchcock  tower,  with  the 
first  11  Oct  and  3 each  11  6?  12  Nov  (MOr). 

Notable  Yellow-bellied  Flycatchers  were 
found  in  each  state,  the  first  in  Iowa  11  Aug 
at  Grammer  Grove,  Marshall  (MP)  and  then 
Missouri’s  second  earliest  ever  at  Tower  Grove 
Park,  St.  Louis  City  13  Aug  (ph.,  tCMc);  the 
last  2 were  record  late  for  Missouri  14  & 23 
Oct,  both  at  Tower  Grove  Park  (ph.,  tCMc). 
An  Eastern  Phoebe  in  Scott  16  Nov  (JF)  was 
Iowa’s  second  latest  fall  record.  No  Northern 
Shrikes  were  reported  from  Missouri,  but  Iowa 


VOLUME  67  (2013)  • NUMBER  1 


83 


IOWA  & MISSOURI 


Three  Rufous  Hummingbirds  visited  the  Iowa  and  Missouri 
region  in  autum  201 2.  This  adult  female  was  at  a Scott 
County,  Iowa  feeder  from  early  October  through  16  (here 
13)  November.  Photograph  by  Stephen  J.  Dinsmore. 


This  Sprague's  Pipit  was  one  of  at  least  three  present  at 
Errington  Marsh,  Polk  County,  Iowa  7-20  (here  7)  October 
2012.  Photograph  by  Stephen].  Dinsmore. 


had  24  visit  20  counties  in  all  parts  except  the 
far  w.  part  of  the  state.  A single  Black-billed 
Magpie  was  at  Waubonsie  S.R,  Fremont,  lA  17 
Sep  (Don  Priebe,/ide  KDy).  A few  Barn  Swal- 
lows lingered  late  in  Iowa  at  Red  Rock  24  Nov 
(SJD)  and  over  the  Mississippi  River  in  Scott  27 
Nov  (Walter  Zuurdeeg). 

This  was  an  invasion  year  for  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches,  with  28  Iowa  reports  involving  55 
total  individuals  and  seven  Missouri  reports  to- 
taling over  30.  The  first  one  was  at  Lake  Meyer, 
Winneshiek,  lA  15  Aug  (MP),  and  the  high  count 
of  17  was  at  Rocky  Forks  Lake  C.A.,  Boone,  MO 
21  Nov  (RD).  A Rock  Wren  at  the  base  of  the 
Hitchcock  watch  tower  1 1 Oct  (tjanis  Paseka) 
furnished  Iowa’s  third  record  since  2000.  Af- 
ter a summer  with  no  Iowa  reports,  a Bewick’s 
Wren  was  found  at  Sand  Creek  W.A.,  Decatur 
1 Aug  (CJL).  Missouri’s  thirteenth  Mountain 
Bluebird  spent  15-17  Nov  near  Warrensburg, 
Johnson  (Kurt  Dean,  tEW,  ph.,  t Allen  Smith). 
A Townsend’s  Solitaire  at  the  Waterman  Prairie, 
O’Brien,  lA  28  Oct  became  2 by  8 Nov,  then  3 
on  20  Nov  (LAS,  m.ob.).  An  estimated  250,000 


American  Robins  were  observed  at  Maryville, 
Nodaway,  MO  11-14  Nov  (DAE).  American 
Pipits  totaled  425  at  Saylorville  20  Oct  (SJD, 
AB).  Iowa  Sprague’s  Pipits  included  at  least  2 
at  Union  Slough  N.W.R.,  Bobolink  Waterfowl 
Production  Area,  Kossuth  3-11  Oct  (tMCK, 
POR)  and  3-4  at  Errington  Marsh,  Polk  7-20 
Oct  (TAB,  m.ob.).  In  Missouri,  10  were  at  Prai- 
rie S.P,  Barton  2 Nov  Qoe  Neal, Jide  WR).  Three 
Bohemian  Waxwings  made  it  to  the  Region  in 
O’Brien,  lA  8 Nov  (ph.,  tPOR).  A single  Chest- 
nut-collared  Longspur  was  photographed  by 
Joe  Neal  at  Prairie  S.P,  Barton,  MO  2 Nov  (fide 
WR).  Smith’s  Longspurs  arrived  in  Iowa  early, 
with  4 at  Snake  Creek  Marsh,  Greene  28  Sep 
(tSJD),  while  the  last  sighting  of  6 at  Big  Creek, 
Polk  23  Nov  made  Iowa’s  second-latest  record 
(AB).  In  Missouri,  75  remained  at  Pennsylvania 
Prairie,  Dade  on  the  late  date  of  24  Nov  (CBu). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Nineteen  Ovenbirds  were  banded  at  M.WS.U. 
3-25  Oct  (JH).  A Worm-eating  Warbler  was 
still  at  Duck  Creek  C.A.,  Stoddard,  MO  16  Sep 
(CBa).  Seventy-one  Orange-crowned  Warblers 
were  banded  at  M.WS.U.  21  Sep-25  Oct  QH), 
and  one  remained  at  R.M.B.S.  15  Nov  (JM, 
CM).  An  early  Nashville  Warbler  was  at  Trum- 
bull 3 Aug  (ph.  SJD),  and  96  were  banded  at 
M.WS.U.  5 Sep-17  Oct  QH).  Two  Hooded 
Warblers  were  at  the  Donnellson  Unit,  Lee,  lA 
8 Aug,  where  up  to  5 had  been  present  during 
the  summer  (SJD).  Known  for  having  a strong 
eastward  trajectory  during  fall  migration,  sin- 
gle Blackpoll  Warblers  in  Iowa  were  notable  at 
Hickory  Hills  Park,  Johnson  19  Aug  (tJH),  at 
Des  Moines,  Polk  19  Sep  (tAB),  and  at  a feeder 
in  Nevada,  Story  25  Oct  (ph.,  tSteve  Lekwa), 
the  latter  record  late.  Black-throated  Blue  War- 
blers had  a good  showing  across  the  Region; 
the  first  sightings  were  of  2 at  Squaw  Creek 
Park,  Linn,  lA  1-6  Sep  QF),  one  in  w.  Missouri 
at  M.WS.U.  2 Oct  (only  the  second  for  Jack 
Hilsabeck  in  40  years  of  banding  there),  one  at 
Saylorville  13  Sep  (SJD),  one  at  Liscomb,  Mar- 
shall 30  Sep  (MP),  one  at  Johnston,  Polk  2 Oct 
(DTh),  and  one  in  St.  Louis,  MO  20  Oct  (RD). 
Iowa’s  second  earliest  Palm  Warbler  came  at 
Otter  Creek  Marsh,  Tama  25  Aug  (TAMJ).  Peak 
Yellow-rumped  Warbler  counts  included  100 
along  the  Des  Moines  River,  Kossuth,  lA  25  Sep 
(MCK),  182  at  Red  Rock  6 Oct  (SJD),  and  95 
at  Perry  Community  Lake,  Perry,  MO  11  Oct 
(MH).  The  first  Wilson’s  Warbler  in  Iowa  ar- 
rived 12  Aug  at  Trumbull  (SJD),  and  a few  days 
later  one  in  Livingston  17  Aug  was  record  early 
for  Missouri  by  five  days  (SK). 

A Nelson’s  Sparrow  6 Sep  at  Harrier  Marsh, 
Boone  (DCH)  tied  the  second-earliest  date  for 
Iowa.  A Blue  Grosbeak  pair  was  found  to  still 
be  nesting  at  O.S.C.A.  on  the  late  date  of  30 


Aug,  with  the  female  observed  carrying  food 
to  the  nest  (CBa).  A Rusty  Blackbird  21  Sep  at 
Swan  Lake,  Johnson  QF)  made  Iowa’s  second- 
earliest  record;  the  highest  count  was  of  130 
at  Shawnee  Trail  C.A.,  Barton  25  Nov  QC),  still 
80%  lower  than  the  highest  Missouri  count. 
Three  Brewer’s  Blackbirds  in  rural  Audubon 
26  Sep  (DCH)  were  record  early  by  four  days 
in  Iowa,  while  the  highest  count  of  300  was 
in  Dade,  MO  (GSw).  The  tally  of  100  Great- 
tailed Grackles  at  S.L.R.  9 Oct  (SK)  suggest 
that  the  species  is  becoming  well  established  in 
n.-cen.  Missouri,  The  spectacular  invasion  of 
the  northern  finches  was  the  season  highlight 
for  many.  Red  Crossbills  were  already  present 
in  Iowa  at  the  beginning  of  the  season,  but 
the  noteworthy  flocks  in  the  Region  were  not 
found  until  Nov.  More  than  30  reports  of  close 
to  300  birds  were  received,  with  the  highest 
single  count  of  50  at  Waukon,  Allamakee,  lA 
(JF).  Audio  recording  of  Missouri  birds  indi- 
cated presence  of  Type  2 and  Type  3 (MBR, 
m.  ob.);  eight  recordings  from  Iowa  were  de- 
termined to  be  Type  3 (SJD).  White -winged 
Crossbills  were  prominent  but  arrived  later 
and  were  not  as  numerous  as  Red  Crossbills, 
with  the  first  report  of  9 at  Lake  Park  Cemetery, 
Dickinson,  lA  1 Nov  (LAS,  DCH).  The  highest 
single  count  was  of  up  to  56  at  Hampton  Cem- 
etery, Franklin  lA  8-12  Nov  (tSJD  et  ah);  there 
were  several  reports  from  Missouri,  with  one  at 
Rocky  Forks  Lake  C.A.,  Boone  3 Nov  (RD),  2 at 
Thousand  Hills  S.P,  Adair  4-10  Nov  (FC,  PK), 
2 at  Faust  Park,  St.  Louis  24-29  Nov  (ph.  JM, 
JU,  PL),  and  2 at  Jamesport  Lake  C.A,,  Daviess 
28  Nov  (MBR).  The  first  Common  Redpoll  was 
at  Red  Feather  Prairie,  Polk,  lA  27  Oct  (KVS), 
followed  by  one  Missouri  and  10  Iowa  reports. 
The  notable  flocks  came  from  Iowa,  with  16 


Faust  Park,  St.  Louis  County,  Missouri  was  the  southernmost 
location  in  the  Iowa  and  Missouri  region  to  host  both 
crossbill  species.  This  Red  Crossbill  was  photographed  there 
28  November  2012.  Photograph  by  Jim  Malone. 
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at  Ada  Hayden  Park,  Story  9 Nov  (WO),  28  at 
Buffalo  Basins  WM.A.,  Franklin  17  Nov  (PH), 
and  40  at  Owego  Wetlands,  Woodbury  28  Nov 
(GLV).  Pine  Siskins  flooded  the  Region  starting 
in  late  Sep,  with  multiple  counts  over  30;  the 
highest  Iowa  count  involved  200  at  Hampton 
Cemetery,  Franklin  10  Nov  (RIA  et  al),  and 
100  were  in  Chillicothe,  Livingston,  MO  23 
Nov  (SK).  More  than  1500  individual  siskins 
were  reported  from  the  Region  in  total.  For 
the  first  time  since  1998,  Evening  Grosbeaks 
were  found  in  Iowa,  with  3 males  seen  in  mid- 
Nov  at  feeders:  the  first  at  Oxford,  Johnson 
(tMark  Muller),  the  next  in  the  city  of  Carroll, 
Carroll  10-11  Nov  (ph.,  tShirley  Schirck),  and 
the  last  at  Ridgeway,  Winneshiek  19  Nov  (ph., 
tEllen  Bell).  There  were  two  sightings  from 
Missouri,  again  at  feeders,  only  the  second  and 
third  times  in  the  past  15  years,  and  first  report 
since  2007;  one  at  Kansas  City,  Jackson  7 Nov 


ijide  Linda  Williams)  and  the  next  in  rural  Da- 
viess 12  Nov  {fide  Mark  McNeely). 

Contributors  (subregional  compilers  in  bold- 
face): IOWA:  Danny  Akers  (DA),  Ben  Baldwin 
(BAB),  John  Bissell  QB),  Aaron  Brees  (AB),  Den- 
nis Carter  (DC),  Chris  Caster  (CJC),  John  Cecil 
QCe),  Robert  Cecil  (RIC),  Art  Check  (APC), 
Raymond  L.  Cummins  (RLC),  James  Dinsmore 
OJD),  Stephen  J.  Dinsmore  (SJD),  Keith  Dyche 
(KDy),  Bery  Engebretsen  (BE),  James  Forde 
QF),  Charles  R.  Fuller  (CF),  James  L.  Fuller 
OFF),  Jacob  Gilliam  OG),  Rita  Goranson  (RG), 
Tyler  M.  Harms  (TMH),  Douglas  Harr  (DCH), 
Paul  Hertzel  (PH),  Bill  Huser  (BFH),  Matthew 
C.  Kenne  (MCK),  Darwin  Koenig  (DK),  Corey 
Lange  (CJL),  Jeff  Livingston  OkU,  John  Mc- 
Cecil  Mark  Orsag  (MOr),  Babs  Padel- 

ford  (BKP),  Loren  Padelford  (LJP),  Mark  Pro- 
escholdt  (MP),  Paul  O.  Roisen  (POR),  William 


Scheible  (BSc),  Lee  A.  Schoenewe  (LAS),  Stu- 
art Sparkman  (SCS),  Ed  Thelen  (ET),  Dennis 
Thompson  (DTh),  Jerry  Toll  (JT),  Karen  Viste- 
Sparkman  (KVS),  Gerald  Von  Ehwegen  (GLV). 
MISSOURI:  Chris  Barrigar  (CBa),  Charley  Bur- 
wick  (CBu),  Jeff  Cantrell  (JC),  Frankie  Cucu- 
lich  (FC),  Ryan  Douglas  (RD),  David  Easterla 
(DAE),  Mark  Haas  (MH),  Jack  Hilsabeck  QEI), 
Steve  Kinder  (SK),  Peter  Kondrashov  (PK), 
Pat  Lueders  (PL),  Cbarlene  Malone  (CM),  Jim 
Malone  QM),  Nicholas  March  (NM),  Kristi 
Mayo  (KM),  Chrissy  McClarren  (CMc),  Mark 
Robbins  (MBR),  Bill  Rowe  (WR),  Greg  Samuel 
(GSa),  Greg  Swick  (GSw),  Mike  Thelen  (MT), 
Joshua  P.  Uffman  QU),  Edge  Wade  (EW).  ^ 


Peter  Kondrashov,  20330  State  Highway  N, 
Kirksville,  Missouri  63501,  (pkondrash@gmail.com) 
Joshua  P.  Uffman,  707  Ashton  Way  Circle,  Eureka, 
Missouri  63025,  (Birdsandbugs@sbcglobal.net) 
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Weather  conditions  during  fall  2012 
were  somewhat  variable  during 
the  season.  Overall,  temperatures 
were  relatively  normal  during  August,  al- 
though Bowling  Green  and  Paducah  reached 
101°  F on  1 August  and  2 August,  respec- 
tively. August  precipitation  was  normal  to 
slightly  below  normal  in  all  parts  of  the  Re- 
gion but  the  east.  September  temperatures 
were  overall  normal  or  slightly  cooler  than 
normal  Regionwide,  but  rainfall  was  above 
normal  across  most  of  the  Region  for  the  first 
time  in  more  than  a year  (Louisville  and  Lex- 
ington experiencing  about  two  times  normal 
rainfall  during  the  month).  During  the  pe- 
riod 31  August-1  September,  the  remnants 
of  Hurricane  Isaac  passed  northwest  of  the 


western  part  of  the  Region.  Octo- 
ber was  cooler  than  normal  across 
the  Region,  while  precipitation 
was  slightly  below  to  well  below 
normal  (e.g.,  Lexington  received 
less  than  one-half  of  normal  rain- 
fall). Finally,  November  continued 
to  be  cooler  than  normal,  but  dry 
conditions  returned,  with  all  ma- 
jor stations  reporting  about  one- 
half  (Lexington  and  Paducah)  to 
about  one-fourth  (Bowling  Green, 
Jackson,  and  Louisville)  of  normal 
precipitation  for  the  month. 

Rarity  highlights  in  Kentucky  were  numer- 
ous and  included  Red-throated  Loon,  Great 
White  Heron,  two  Tricolored  Herons,  Glossy 
Ibis,  a continuing  Wood  Stork,  two  Swallow- 
tailed Kites,  Yellow  Rail,  Sabine’s  Gull,  Snowy 
Owl,  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher,  and  Snow 
Bunting.  In  Tennessee,  rarity  highlights  in- 
cluded Western  Grebe,  Neotropic  Cormo- 
rant, Roseate  Spoonbill,  California  Gull,  a re- 
turning Allen’s  Hummingbird,  Cave  Swallow, 
and  Chestnut-collared  Longspun  In  addition, 
the  first  flight  of  northern  finches  to  occur 
in  many  years  commenced  during  October 
and  included  a Common  Redpoll,  as  well  as 
several  reports  of  both  crossbill  species  and 
Evening  Grosbeak. 

Abbreviations:  Anchorage  (Jefferson,  KY); 
Duck  River  (Duck  River  Unit,  Tennessee 
N.WR.,  Humphreys,  TN);  Ensley  (Ensley  Bot- 


toms, including  the  EARTH  Complex  and 
TVA  Lake,  in  sw.  Shelby,  TN);  Minor  Clark 
Fish  Hatchery  (Rowan,  KY);  Rankin  Bot- 
toms (Cocke,  TN);  Sauerheber  (Sauerheber 
Unit  Sloughs  WM.A.,  Henderson,  KY);  South 
Holston  Lake  (Sullivan,  TN). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  GREBES 

Black-bellied  Wbistling-Ducks  were  present 
at  Ensley  through  the  period;  the  high  count 
of  45  was  recorded  16  Nov  QWa).  Waterfowl 
migration  was  relatively  unspectacular  across 
the  Region.  At  least  120  Greater  White-front- 
ed Geese  over  Clarks  River  N.W.R.,  Marshall, 
KY  10  Oct  (HC)  were  the  earliest  to  be  re- 
ported; 3500  were  at  Sauerheber  by  20  Nov 
(DSi).  Two  Ross’s  Geese  at  Union,  Boone,  KY 
17  Nov  (LM)  were  relatively  far  east  in  the 
Region.  Four  Cackling  Geese  were  at  Sau- 
erheber by  20  Nov  (DSi).  Six  Tundra  Swans 
were  first  observed  at  Sauerheber  29  Oct 
(MMr,  ph.  CC);  the  only  other  reports  were 
of  one  on  the  Ohio  River  opposite  Chilo,  OH 
in  Bracken,  KY  16  Nov  (tBWu)  and  one  at 
Hiwassee  Refuge,  Meigs,  TN  17  Nov+  (CM). 
Surf  Scoters  were  found  at  two  Kentucky  lo- 
cales: 2 on  the  Ohio  River  at  Louisville  27  Oct 
(EH,  DStr,  BP),  with  one  there  4-14  Nov  (TB, 
DStr,  MAu  et  al),  and  one  on  Lake  Cumber- 
land, Pulaski  27  Oct  (RD).  In  Tennessee,  one 
to  2 were  reported  from  five  locations,  all  but 
one  in  ne.  Tennessee,  28  Oct-28  Nov.  There 
were  three  reports  of  Black  Scoter:  2 on  the 
Ohio  River  at  Louisville  (EH,  DStr,  BP)  and 
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Tricolored  Herons  remain  rare  but  annual  vagrants  to  the 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky  region.  This  bird  was  present  in 
Trigg  County,  Kentucky  4 August  201 2.  Photograph  by 
Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 

one  on  Lake  Cumberland,  Pulaski.  KY  (RD), 
both  27  Oct,  and  3 on  Boone  Lake,  Sullivan/ 
Washington,  TN  29  Oct  (RK).  The  only  White- 
winged Scoters  reported  were  3 on  Watauga 
Lake,  Carter,  TN  28  Oct,  with  one  still  pres- 
ent 29  Oct  (TM,  B&JP)  and  one  on  the  South 
Holston  River  weir,  Sullivan,  TN  30  Oct  (RK). 

Three  Red-throated  Loons  were  report- 
ed: an  ad.  from  Port  Rd.,  Henry,  TN  2 Nov 
(MCT);  a juv.  on  Green  River  Lake,  Adair,  KY 


Kentucky's  second  documented  report  of  a Great  White 
Heron  came  from  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  where  this  bird  was 
present  29  August  (here)  through  22  September  2012. 
Photograph  by  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 

Recreation  Area,  J.  Percy  Priest  Lake,  David- 
son, TN  28  Nov  (SSo).  A Red-necked  Grebe 
was  on  the  Ohio  River,  Bracken,  KY  4 Nov 
(tJF,  LHo,  JCo)  and  another  at  Lexington,  KY 
4 Nov  (tFH).  In  Kentucky,  the  only  Eared 
Grebe  reported  was  found  on  the  Ohio  River 
just  upstream  from  Louisville  1 Oct  (ph.  EH 
et  al.).  In  Tennessee,  there  were  three  reports: 
one  on  Douglas  Lake,  Jefferson  13  Sep-7  Oct 
(ph.  MS,  m.ob.)  was  an  unusually  early  ar- 
rival; possibly  the  same  individual  was  found 


again  on  Douglas  Lake,  Cocke  20  Nov  (MS); 
and  one  was  at  Britton  Eord,  Tennessee 
N.WR.,  Henry  1 Nov  (MCT).  Interestingly, 
none  had  arrived  at  their  regular  wintering 
location  on  South  Holston  Lake  as  of  the  end 
of  the  period.  A Western  Grebe  on  South 
Holston  Lake  7-13  Nov  (ph.  RK,  m.ob.)  was 
the  first  confirmed  record  for  ne.  Tennessee 
and  the  thirteenth  for  the  state. 

STORKS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

The  imm.  Wood  Stork  at  Anchorage  lingered 
in  the  vicinity  through  23  Aug  (m.ob.);  from 
20  to  128  were  observed  along  Riverport  Rd. 
near  Ensley  22  Aug-2  Sep  (TW,  JWa,  KO, 
MW,  SM).  A Neotropic  Cormorant  was  at 
Duck  River  15  Aug  (DSi),  and  another  was 
at  TVA  Lake,  Ensley  19  Aug-2  Sep  (ph.  JRW, 
GK,  JWa  et  al).  The  only  Anhinga  reported 
was  near  Fayetteville,  Lincoln,  TN  3 Oct 
(DSi).  There  were  a number  of  reports  of 
American  White  Pelicans  from  farther  e.  than 
what  is  now  considered  normal:  one  on  Ot- 
ter Pond,  Caldwell,  KY  12  Aug  0Ri)i  singles 
at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  5 Sep  (EH)  and  14 
Nov  (AG,  DStr),  with  7 there  23  Sep  (TB); 
17  in  Bradley,  TN  9 Nov  (RH);  3-8  at  Rankin 
Bottoms  29  Sep-20  Oct  (SP,  m.ob.);  ca.  30  at 
Guthrie  Swamp,  Todd,  KY  6 Oct  (N&CD,/ide 
MBe);  and  up  to  ca.  40  on  the  Ohio  River  up- 
stream from  Mount  Vernon,  IN  in  Union,  KY 
during  mid-Oct  (MMr,  jrde  CC).  Also  of  inter- 
est for  so  early  in  the  season  were  high  counts 
of  10  on  Lake  Barkley  Trigg,  KY  28  Aug  (HC), 
with  50  in  the  same  vicinity  21  Sep  (JP),  and 
at  least  350  over  Lake  No.  9,  Fulton,  KY  22 
Sep  (MYa,  BY). 

Single  American  Bitterns  were  reported  at 
four  locales:  in  Sullivan,  TN  4 Oct  (WC);  at 
Shady  Valley,  Johnson,  TN  19  Oct  (DW);  just 
n.  of  Lexington,  KY  19  Oct  (JSw)  and  again 
8-10  Nov  (ph.  DL,  ASK);  and  near  Powderly 
Muhlenberg,  KY  17-18  Nov  (TG).  A Great 
White  Heron  was  present  at  the  Falls  of  the 
Ohio  29  Aug  (ph.  TB  et  al.)  through  22  Sep 
(DStr).  Peak  counts  of  Great  Egrets  at  the 
Falls  of  the  Ohio  were  higher  than  at  any  time 
since  the  early  1960s  and  included  93  there 
5 Aug  (TB,  CBk)  and  92  there  19  Sep  (DStr); 
over  850  were  along  Riverport  Rd.  near  En- 
sley 23  Aug  QWa).  Tardy  Great  Egrets  were 
reported  at  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Sandy 
River,  Greenup,  KY  19  & 22  Nov  (CT)  and 
at  the  Ealls  of  the  Ohio  into  Dec  (DStr,  EH, 
TB  et  al).  It  was  a good  season  for  Tricol- 
ored Herons;  2 imms.  were  at  Duck  River  31 
Jul-8  Aug  (ph.  RS  et  al.),  with  at  least  one 
still  present  26  Aug  (SSo,  ph.  CAS,  ph.  ES); 
one  was  at  Drake’s  Creek  Park,  Henderson- 
ville, Sumner,  TN  3 Aug  (BH);  one  was  at 
Honker  Lake,  Land  Between  the  Lakes,  Trigg/ 


17  Nov  (BP,  ph.  EH,  RD);  and  one  at  Cook 


Three  Tricolored  Herons  were  reported  in  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  in  fall  2012,  including  these  two  immatures  at  the  Duck 
River  Unit  of  Tennessee  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Humphreys  County  31  July-8  (here  5)  August.  Photograph  by  Ruben  Stoll. 
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Lyon,  KY  4 Aug  (ph.  BP,  MMn,  R&NP);  and 
one  was  at  Ballard  WM.A.,  Ballard,  KY  11-13 
Aug  (ph.  RCr,  SRe).  White  Ibis  were  reported 
from  three  Tennessee  locations:  22  along  Riv- 
erport  Rd.  near  Ensley  2 Aug  (GK,  JWa);  9 at 
Duck  River  10  Aug  (RS),  with  11  there  21 
Aug  (CFe);  and  an  imm.  at  Rankin  Bottoms 
13  Sep  (MW),  A Glossy  Ibis  was  present  e. 
of  Morganfield,  Union,  KY  31  Aug  (ph.,  tBP); 
one  was  also  present  at  Rankin  Bottoms  2 & 
18  Oct  (MS;  KW).  There  were  four  additional 
reports  of  unidentihed  Plegadis  ibis,  all  in 
Kentucky:  one  at  Kentucky  Lake,  Marshall  8 
Sep  (tMMi);  one  near  Powderly,  Muhlenberg 
7-15  Oct  0N,_/ide  SN,  ph,  TG,  SG),  with  2 
there  12  Oct  (TG);  one  sw.  of  Schochoh,  Lo- 
gan 21-22  Oct  (ST);  and  one  at  Taylorsville 
Lake,  Spencer  23  Oct  (MTb).  Three  Roseate 
Spoonbills  were  along  Riverport  Rd.  near 
Ensley  24  Aug  QWa). 

It  was  an  excellent  season  for  Swallow- 
tailed Kites.  Two  were  admired  by  many  at 
Petersburg,  Boone,  KY  13-19  Aug  (SO,  LO, 
ph.  AC  et  ah),  and  for  the  third  year  in  a row 
Swallow-taileds  were  found  in  the  Sequatchie 
Valley,  Bledsoe,  TN  (fide  SSo,  m.ob.),  where 
several  were  present  31  Jul-25  Aug,  with  a 
state  record  high  count  of  10  present  6 Aug 
(MMc,  SM).  One  was  also  found  in  s.  Greene, 
TN  13  Aug  (GD).  A Mississippi  Kite  was  seen 
in  Bledsoe,  TN  near  the  Swallow-tailed  Kite 
location  11  Aug  (FF).  A Northern  Harrier  in 
Greene,  TN  1 1 Aug  (DMi)  was  early.  Another 
wing-tagged  Red-tailed  Hawk  marked  in  Chi- 
cago, IL  was  observed  at  Louisville,  KY  dur- 
ing the  first  week  of  Nov  (ph.  J&EWk  et  ah). 
A light-morph  juv.  Ferruginous  Hawk  was  at 
Bogota  WM.A.,  Dyer,  TN  10  Nov  (ph.  JRW, 
MCT),  a potential  state  hrst;  also  in  the  area 
were  4 dark-morph  Harlan’s  Hawks,  3 ads. 
and  a juv.  (MCT).  A Krider’s  Red-tailed  Hawk 
was  in  Greeneville,  Greene,  TN  17  Oct  (DMi). 
An  imm.  Rough-legged  Hawk  was  in  Obion, 
TN  5-20  Nov  (MG,  m.ob.).  Three  Golden 
Eagles  were  reported:  an  imm.  at  Roan  Moun- 
tain, Carter,  TN  23  Sep  (ph.  TM),  one  at  In- 
dependence, Kenton,  KY  17  Nov  (ph.  RCr), 
and  one  at  Union,  Boone,  KY  29  Nov  (TS). 

A Yellow  Rail  was  found  in  ne.  Jefferson, 
KY  23  Oct  (tBP  et  ah).  Single  Virginia  Rails 
near  Powderly,  Muhlenberg  16  Oct  (BP,  EH, 
TG)  and  in  ne.  Jefferson  23  Oct  (BP)  were 
the  only  ones  reported  from  Kentucky.  In 
Tennessee,  one  was  at  Shady  Valley,  Johnson 
28  Sep  (DW)  and  2 at  the  Wal-Mart  Distri- 
bution Center,  Greene  6 Oct  (DMi).  An  ad. 
Common  Gallinule  was  at  John  Sevier  Lake, 
Hawkins,  TN  4 Sep  (SHu),  with  an  imm.  seen 
there  16  Sep  (SHu).  Four  Sandhill  Cranes  e. 
of  Morganfield,  Union,  KY  7 Sep  (BP,  ph.  TB 
et  al.)  must  have  been  the  same  birds  seen 


nearby  during  Jun,  thus  representing  sum- 
mering. It  is  unclear  if  4 seen  several  km  n. 
of  Princeton,  Caldwell,  KY  8 Sep  (WGr)  were 
the  same  birds,  but  it  seems  likely.  The  earli- 
est migrant  flocks  to  be  reported  were  ca.  100 
over  Highland  Heights,  Campbell,  KY  28  Sep 
(GB)  and  7 over  Bernheim  Forest,  Bullitt,  KY 
29  Sep  (SDi). 

A flock  of  at  least  48  American  Golden- 
Plovers  e.  of  Morganfield,  Union,  KY  13  Sep 
(BP,  EH,  CC,  MYa)  represented  a new  state 
high  count  for  fall;  singles  at  Sauerheber 
27-30  Oct  (ph.  CC),  at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio 
31  Oct  (BP),  and  at  Britton  Ford,  Tennessee 
N.WR.,  Henry,  TN  7 Nov  (MCT)  were  the  lat- 
est to  be  reported.  A Piping  Plover  at  the  Falls 
of  the  Ohio  5-8  Sep  (ph.  EH  et  al.)  was  the 
only  one  reported.  American  Avocets  were 
found  in  Kentucky  on  only  two  occasions: 
one  at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  1 Aug  (DStr,  ph. 
AG  et  al.)  and  13  near  Dot,  Logan  28  Aug  (ph. 
FL).  In  Tennessee,  there  were  four  reports:  a 
juv.  at  Duck  River  18  Aug  (SSo,  CAS);  14  at 
Rankin  Bottoms  7 Sep  (DW  et  ah),  with  one 
there  16  Sep-11  Oct  (CE,  MS,  RK,  m.ob.); 
and  9 at  Steele  Creek  Park,  Sullivan  20  Oct 
(LM,  m.ob.).  A Willets  was  at  the  Falls  of 
the  Ohio  5 Aug  (EH,  TB,  CFa),  and  anoth- 
er was  e.  of  Morganfield,  Union,  KY  13  Sep 
(EH,  CC,  MYa,  BP).  The  only  Upland  Sand- 
pipers reported  were  one  at  Duck  River  11 
Aug  (SE)  and  2 in  Coffee,  TN  19  Aug  (DSw), 
with  4 there  20  Aug  (RL).  A Marbled  GodvUt 
was  present  e.  of  Morganfield,  Union,  KY  7 
Sep  (ph.  TB  et  ah).  Ruddy  Turnstones  were 
found  on  four  occasions:  one  at  Rankin  Bot- 
toms 18  Aug  (DMi)  and  6-9  Sep  (RK);  one  at 
the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  29  Aug-3  Sep  (BP,  EH 
et  ah),  with  2 there  5-8  Sep  (TB,  CFa  et  ah); 
and  one  e.  of  Morganfield,  Union,  KY  13  Sep 
(BP,  EH,  CC,  MYa).  The  only  Sanderlings  re- 
ported in  Tennessee  were  up  to  12  at  Rankin 
Bottoms  30  Aug-6  Sep  (KW,  MS,  RK,  m.ob.) 
and  singles  at  Ensley  2 Aug  (GK)  and  at  South 
Holston  Lake  10  Aug  (RK).  White-rumped 
Sandpipers,  always  rare  in  the  Region  during 
fall,  were  reported  twice  in  each  state:  one  at 
Rankin  Bottoms  30-31  Aug  (MS,  RK),  with  3 
there  19  Sep  (MS,  RK);  one  e.  of  Morganfield, 
Union,  KY  13  Sep  (BP,  EH,  CC,  MYa);  and 
2 at  the  Minor  Clark  Fish  Hatchery  18  Sep 
(tBWu).  One  to  5 Baird’s  Sandpipers  were 
found  at  four  Kentucky  and  four  Tennes- 
see sites  21  Aug-19  Sep,  highlighted  by  5 at 
Rankin  Bottoms  14  Sep  (MS),  4 at  Duck  River 
26  Aug  (CAS,  SSo,  ES),  and  4 at  Minor  Clark 
Fish  Hatchery  3 Sep  (BWu).  Reports  of  Buff- 
breasted Sandpiper  of  interest  in  Kentucky 
included  20  e.  of  Morganheld,  Union  31  Aug 
(BP),  one  (county  first)  near  Frazer,  Wayne 
1 Sep  (RD),  and  singles  at  Minor  Clark  Fish 


Swallow-tailed  Kites  continue  to  appear  in  the  Tennessee 
and  Kentucky  region  on  an  annual  basis.  Two  individuals  put 
on  a nice  show  for  birders  in  Boone  County,  Kentucky  13-19 
(here  16)  August  2012.  Photograph  by  Allan  Claybon. 


Kentucky  birders  found  two  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  during  the 
fall  season.  This  juvenile  was  present  at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  Il- 
ls (here  1 1 ) November  2012.  Photograph  by  Eddie  Huber. 


Long-tailed  Jaeger  is  a very  rare  find  in  the  Tennessee 
and  Kentucky  region.  This  juvenile  was  found  during  the 
passage  of  the  remnants  of  Hurricane  Isaac  at  Kentucky 
Lake,  Livingston  County,  Kentucky  2 September  2012. 
Photograph  by  Eddie  Huber. 

Hatchery  5-28  Sep  (BWu  et  ah),  with  3 there 
7 Sep  (BWu).  In  Tennessee,  one  to  7 Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers  were  reported  from  five 
locations  22  Sep-7  Aug.  A Wilson’s  Phalarope 
at  Ensley  22  Aug  (TW),  one  in  Union,  KY  31 
Aug  (ph.  BP),  and  2 on  Kentucky  Lake,  Cal- 
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This  Western  Kingbird  at  the  Baylor  School,  Chattanooga, 
Hamilton  County,  Tennessee  20  September  2012  furnished 
a first  county  record.  Photograph  by  Libby  Woife. 


loway,  KY  20  Sep  (HC)  were  the  only  ones  re- 
ported. Relatively  tardy  shorebirds  included  a 
Greater  Yellowlegs  at  Land  Between  the  Lakes 
N.R.A.,  Trigg,  KY  25  Nov  (HC);  2 Lesser  Yel- 
lowlegs at  Sauerheber  28  Nov  (KM);  a Stilt 
Sandpiper  at  Austin  Springs,  Johnson,  TN  29 
Oct  (RK),  which  established  a new  late  date 
for  ne.  Tennessee;  a Semipalmated  Sandpip- 
er e.  of  Morganheld,  Union,  KY  21  Oct  (BP, 
BBC);  2 Western  Sandpipers  at  the  same  lo- 
cale 20  Nov  (BP,  ph,  EH);  a Western  Sandpip- 
er at  Upper  Douglas  Lake,  Cocke,  TN  20  Nov 
(MS);  and  20-22  Dunlins  at  Upper  Douglas 
Lake,  Cocke,  TN  10-20  Nov  (MS). 

GULLS  THROUGH  FALCONS 

A juv.  Sabine’s  Gull  was  present  at  Barren  Riv- 
er Lake,  AIlen/Barren,  KY  21  Sep  (tAH,  TTD, 
DB,  RD).  An  ad.  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  on 
the  Ohio  River  at  Meldahl  Dam,  Bracken,  KY 
4 Nov  (LHo,  tJF,  JCo)  was  a local  first;  2 at 
Paris  Landing  S.P.,  Henry,  TN  2 Oct  (SE)  were 
the  first  of  several  reports  there  during  the 
season.  The  summering  Herring  Gull  at  the 
Falls  of  the  Ohio  continued  into  Sep  (m.ob.); 
a few  were  at  Kentucky  Dam  by  4 Aug  (BP, 
MMn),  with  a juv.  there  by  2 Sep  (MMn, 
EH,  BP).  A Bonaparte’s  Gull  at  the  Falls  of 
the  Ohio  2 1 Aug  (EH)  and  2 at  Owsley  Fork 
Lake,  Madison,  KY  8 Sep  (tRF,  RB)  were  ex- 
traordinarily early.  Single  Laughing  Gulls 
(perhaps  all  the  same  bird)  were  reported  in 
w.  Kentucky  on  three  occasions:  a bird  of  un- 
specified age  at  Kentucky  Dam  1 Sep  (HC) 
with  a juv.  on  Kentucky  Lake  above  the  dam 
2 Sep  (MMn,  EH,  BP  et  al.)  and  possibly  the 
same  juv.  below  Barkley  Dam  3 Sep  (AH). 
Only  2 Laughing  Gulls  were  reported  in  Ten- 
nessee: an  imm.  at  Paris  Landing  S.P.,  Henry  6 
Oct  (MCT)  and  one  at  Upper  Douglas  Lake, 
Cocke  19  Sep  (RK).  A Franklin’s  Gull  on  the 
Ohio  River,  Union  24  Oct  (ph.  CC)  was  the 
only  one  reported  from  Kentucky.  In  Tennes- 
see, Franklin’s  Gulls  were  reported  at  Eagle 
Creek,  Heniy  on  three  occasions:  1 1 on  6 Oct 


Quite  unexpected  giwn  tbe  paucity  of  reports  in  fall  2612, 
this  Snowy  Owi  spent  10-15  (here  15)  November  near  the 
Louisville,  Kentucky  airport.  Photograph  by  Eddie  Huber. 


(MCT),  2 on  21  Oct  (TW,  CSm),  and  one  on 
3 Nov  (CAS,  SSo,  SZ).  A first-cycle  Black- 
legged Kittiwake  was  on  Lake  Cumberland, 
Pulaski,  KY  7 Nov  (ph.  RD),  and  another  was 
at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  1 1-13  Nov  (MAu,  ph. 
EH  et  al.).  A first-cycle  California  Gull  was 
reported  at  Eagle  Creek,  Henry,  TN  21  Oct 
(tTW,  CSm). 

It  was  a good  season  for  Black  Terns  in 
Kentucky,  with  one  to  30  reported  at  eight  lo- 
cales 3 Aug-15  Sep.  Four  were  se.  of  Mount 
Zion,  Allen  3 Aug  (MBy  et  al.),  with  3 still 
there  5 Aug  QBy,  MBy);  30  were  at  Cave  Run 
Lake,  Bath/Rowan  17  Aug  (BWu);  25  were  at 
Kentucky  Lake,  Marshall  2 Sep  (HC);  and  3 
were  at  Minor  Clark  Fish  Hatchery  8-15  Sep 
(BWu).  All  three  Kentucky  reports  of  Com- 
mon Tern  came  from  Lake  Cumberland,  Pu- 
laski, with  one  there  10  Aug  (RD),  10  there  18 
Sep  (RD),  and  18  there  2 Oct  (RD).  A Least 
Tern  at  Rankin  Bottoms  18  Aug  (DMi,  DK) 
was  rare  away  from  the  Mississippi  River. 
A juv.  Long-tailed  Jaeger  was  present  on 
Kentucky  Lake  above  Kentucky  Dam  2 Sep 
(MMn,  ph.  EH,  ph.,  tBP  et  al). 

Single  Black-billed  Cuckoos  were  found  at 
five  Kentucky  and  two  Tennessee  locales  12 
Aug-24  Sep.  A Snowy  Owl  was  quite  unex- 
pected adjacent  to  the  Louisville  airport  10- 
15  Nov  (ph.  JCb,  ph.  BBt,  EM  et  al.).  A Short- 
eared Owl  in  e.  Grayson,  KY  9 Nov  (SK,  JK) 
was  the  earliest  to  be  reported;  one  at  Fish- 
trap  WM.A.,  Pike,  KY  27  Nov  (SF)  was  rare 
for  the  e.  part  of  the  Region.  Two  Short-eared 
Owls  at  Fort  Campbell,  Montgomery/Stewart 
15  Nov  (DMo)  were  the  only  ones  reported  in 
Tennessee,  and  the  only  Long-eared  Owl  re- 
ported was  one  at  Peabody  WM.A.,  Muhlen- 
berg, KY  28  Nov  (EWi).  Sixty-two  Northern 
Saw-whet  Owls  were  banded  at  Louisville 
on  seven  nights  27  Oct-17  Nov,  with  peak 
nights  of  20  captured  27/28  Oct  and  15  cap- 
tured 2/3  Nov  (MMn,  BP  et  al.).  Also  reported 
were  single  birds  heard  w.  of  Kessinger,  Hart, 
KY  8 & 15  Nov  (SK,  JK)  and  along  Stockton 


Rd.,  w.  Franklin,  KY  10  Nov  QSo).  In  Ten- 
nessee, one  netted  at  Seymour,  Sevier  8 Nov 
(MAr)  had  originally  been  banded  as  a hatch- 
year  bird  at  Whitefish  Pt.,  MI  21  Jul.  Other 
reports  included  a local  first  at  Shady  Valley, 
Johnson  27  Aug  (JSh)  and  2 on  Unaka  Moun- 
tain, Unicoi  29  Sep  OMc). 

An  ad.  male  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 
lingered  at  Middletown,  JeJferson,  KY  through 
3 Nov  (A&BPa),  and  an  imm.  male  was  still  in 
Smithville,  Dekalb,  TN  10  Nov  (T&VC).  Af- 
ter several  down  years.  Rufous  Hummingbird 
reports  were  up  in  both  states,  with  8 birds 
total  (7  captured  and/or  banded)  in  Kentucky 
(MMn,  BP)  and  21  birds  total  (10  captured 
and/or  banded)  in  Tennessee.  An  ad.  male 
Allen’s  Hummingbird  returned  in  mid-Sep 
Russellville,  Hamblen,  TN  (fide  MAr),  where  it 
had  been  banded  as  a hatch-year  male  in  Nov 
2011.  It  was  an  excellent  season  for  Merlins, 
with  mostly  singles  reported  at  16  locales  in 
Kentucky  and  from  eight  locales  in  Tennessee 
8 Sep-25  Nov.  Single  Peregrine  Falcons  were 
reported  21  Aug-27  Nov  on  seven  occasions 
in  Kentucky  and  an  impressive  24  occasions 
in  Tennessee  away  from  traditional  breeding 
locales. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Single  Olive-sided  Flycatchers  were  reported 
on  three  occasions  in  each  state  12  Aug-15 
Sep.  Single  Yellow-bellied  Flycatchers  were 
reported  in  Kentucky  on  10  occasions  and 
in  Tennessee  on  seven  occasions  30  Aug-24 
Sep.  Single  Least  Flycatchers  at  Anchorage 
14-15  Aug  OBe,  PB)  were  the  earliest  to  be  re- 
ported. An  impressive  count  of  10  Willow/Al- 
der  Flycatchers,  including  3 Alder,  2 Willow, 
and  5 unidentified,  came  from  Duck  River  26 
Aug  (CAS,  SSo,  ES).  An  Alder  Flycatcher  was 
also  in  Hamilton,  TN  3 Sep  (DJ,  KAC),  possi- 
bly representing  a county  first.  A loose  group 
of  57  Eastern  Kingbirds  at  l^ke  Cumberland, 
Pulaski,  KY  24  Aug  (RD)  was  impressive.  A 
Western  Kingbird  at  Baylor  School,  Hamilton, 
TN  19  Sep  (ph.  LWo,  JSL)  was  a county  first. 
Away  from  known  breeding  locations,  the 
only  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  reported  was 
sw.  of  Barren  River  Lake,  Allen,  KY  21  Sep 
(TD,  DB).  White-eyed  Vireos  in  Hamblen, 
TN  1 Nov  (BBn)  and  at  Bowling  Green,  War- 
ren, KY  24  Nov  (ph.  BFe)  were  tardy.  A Blue- 
headed Vireo  in  Warren,  KY  25  Aug  (TD)  was 
remarkably  early;  one  in  Knoxville,  TN  5 Nov 
(DE)  was  late.  Single  Bell’s  Vireos  were  still 
present  near  known  breeding  locations  on 
Fort  Campbell,  Montgomery/Stewart,  TN  7-10 
Aug  and  15  Sep  (DMo). 

Two  well-described  Cave  Swallows  at 
South  Holston  Lake  7 Nov  (tRK)  represent 
the  fourth  report  for  the  state  and  the  first  to 
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be  submitted  to  the  state  records  committee. 
An  exceptional  movement  of  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  began  with  reports  7 Sep  of  sin- 
gles in  Hart,  KY  (AH)  and  Shelby,  KY  QMa), 
followed  by  one  at  Shelby  Park,  Nashville, 
TN  10  Sep  (PC).  By  the  third  week  of  Sep, 
birds  were  well  distributed  through  the  Re- 
gion, and  a tally  of  at  least  14  at  Bernheim 
Forest,  Bullitt,  KY  3 Oct  (BP,  EP)  was  repre- 
sentative of  the  species’  abundance  in  some 
areas  by  early  Oct.  One  to  3 Sedge  Wrens 
were  detected  at  10  Kentucky  locales  6 Aug- 
25  Oct.  In  Tennessee,  an  astonishing  14  were 
singing  and  apparently  on  territory  at  Duck 
River  26  Aug;  one  nest  was  found  with  no 
eggs,  but  a pair  was  actively  defending  it  or 
another  nearby  (ph,  SSo,  CAS,  ES);  14  were 
also  at  Bells  Bend  Park,  Davidson,  TN  29  Sep 
(TL,  LWe).  Elsewhere  in  Tennessee,  one  to  7 
were  reported  from  five  locations  7 Aug- 10 
Oct.  One  to  4 Marsh  Wrens  were  reported  at 
nine  Kentucky  and  six  Tennessee  locales  19 
Sep-20  Nov.  A Ruby-cro-wned  Kinglet  at  J,  J. 
Audubon  S.P,  Henderson,  KY  20  Aug  (tKM) 
represented  a new  early  arrival  date  for  Ken- 
tucky by  six  days. 

Young  in  an  Eastern  Bluebird  nest  at  Fla- 
herty, Meade,  KY  fledged  about  6 Oct  (CL), 
representing  an  exceptionally  late  nesting 
record.  A Gray-cheeked  Thrush  near  Fish- 
erville,  Jefferson,  KY  26  Oct  (EH,  JH)  repre- 


This  male  Common  Redpoll,  part  of  a notable  fall  flight  of 
the  species,  attended  a feeder  in  Pendleton  County,  Ken- 
tucky 11  November  2012.  Photograph  by  Laura  Haggarty. 


sented  a new  late  departure  date  for  the  state 
by  three  days.  Impressive  counts  of  9 Gray- 
cheeked and  276  Swainson’s  Thrushes  were 
detected  by  flight  notes  as  nocturnal  migrants 
in  Greene,  TN  24  Sep  (DMi).  A Hermit  Thrush 
at  Radnor  Lake  State  Natural  Area,  Nashville, 
TN  22  Sep  (ph.  CSm)  was  exceptionally  early. 
A Snow  Bunting  at  the  Louisville  landfill  16 
Nov  (ph.  RA)  was  early  and  locally  rare.  Lap- 
land  Longspurs  are  rare  in  e.  Tennessee,  so  up 
to  19  at  Limestone,  Washington  5 Nov-f  were 
noteworthy  (RK,  m.ob.).  A female  Chestnut- 
collared  Longspur  at  Ensley  14  Nov  (ph. 
JRW)  furnished  only  the  second  state  record 
and  the  first  to  be  photographed. 

Early  warblers  included  a Northern  Water- 
thrush  along  Pointer  Creek  Rd.,  Pulaski,  KY 
12  Aug  (RD);  a Golden-winged  Warbler  at 
Anchorage  15  Aug  QBe,  PB);  single  Orange- 
crowned  Warblers  at  Mammoth  Cave  N.P, 
Edmonson,  KY  13  Sep  (TD)  and  in  e.  Jefferson, 
KY  15  Sep  (EH,  BBC);  a Nashville  Warbler 
at  Anchorage  18  Aug  QBe,  PB);  a Mourning 
Warbler  at  Anchorage  22  Aug  (JBe,  PB)  that 
tied  the  early  fall  arrival  date  for  Kentucky;  2 
Magnolia  Warblers  at  Anchorage  (DSte,  MR, 
GH,  JSt)  and  singles  at  two  different  locales 
se.  of  Mount  Zion,  Allen,  KY  (MBr;  MBy), 
both  18  Aug,  that  represented  a new  early  ar- 
rival date  for  Kentucky  by  two  days;  and  a 
Palm  Warbler  at  Lexington,  KY  22  Aug  (tLT) 
that  represented  a new  early  arrival  date  for 
the  state  by  a week.  It  was  an  excellent  sea- 
son for  Golden-winged  Warblers  with  nearly 
three-dozen  reports  of  one  to  4 individuals 
in  Kentucky;  highlights  included  at  least  4 at 
Cherokee  Park,  Louisville  9 Sep  (CBs,  BBC) 
and  up  to  4 se.  of  Mount  Zion,  Allen,  on  13 
different  dates  26  Aug-4  Oct  (MBy,  JBy). 
Orange-crowned  Warblers  were  found  in  un- 
usually high  numbers  in  Tennessee,  with  nine 
reports  from  seven  counties  of  up  to  3 indi- 
viduals 21  Sep-20  Oct.  Connecticut  Warbler, 
always  a good  find  in  the  Region  during  fall, 
was  reported  three  times,  all  in  Kentucky: 
one  in  ne.  Jefferson  28  Aug  (TBP)  that  estab- 
lished a new  early  fall  arrival  date  for  the  state 
by  five  days;  one  se.  of  Mount  Zion,  Allen  16 
Sep  (TNG);  and  one  at  Middle  Creek  Park, 
Boone  22  Sep  (TLM).  An  impressive  count  of 
5 Mourning  Warblers  was  tallied  se.  of  Mount 
Zion,  Allen,  KY  29  Aug  (MBy,  JBy,  SBy  MkB). 
Single  Mournings  were  reported  in  Ten- 
nessee at  Greenway  Farms,  Hamilton  (DA), 
Elizabethton,  Carter  19  Sep  (DW),  and  near 
South  Holston  Lake  2 Oct  (RK).  Tardy  war- 
blers included  an  Ovenbird  at  Knoxville,  TN 
2 Nov  (MAr);  a Tennessee  Warbler  in  Greene, 
TN  4 Nov  (DMi);  a Common  Yellowthroat  at 
Brainerd  Levee,  Hamilton,  TN  4 Nov  (KAC); 
a Magnolia  Warbler  in  Elizabethton,  Carter, 


Most  Rufous  Hummingbirds  that  appear  in  the  Tennessee 
and  Kentucky  region  are  females  or  immatures.  This  adult 
male  was  present  in  Trigg  County,  Kentucky  25  (here)  and  26 
August  201 2.  Photograph  by  David  Smith. 

TN  3-4  Nov  (RK,  TM);  a male  Black-throated 
Blue  Warbler  in  Hamilton,  TN  22  Oct  (LG, 
JD);  a Yellow-throated  Warbler  at  Panorama 
Shores,  Calloway,  KY  18  Nov  (KCo);  and  a 
Black-throated  Green  Warbler  in  Jefferson, 
TN  24  Nov  {fide  MD),  the  latter,  which  was 
brought  to  a rehabilitator  after  striking  a win- 
dow, furnishing  a new  late  date  for  Tennessee. 

Pour  Vesper  Sparrows  at  Brainerd  Levee, 
Hamilton,  TN  4 Nov  (KAC)  made  a note- 
worthy count;  one  in  Polk,  TN  6 Nov  (RH) 
was  likely  a county  first.  Single  Lark  Spar- 
rows in  Hamilton  3 Sep  (CBl)  and  in  Blount 
5 Sep  (TH)  were  rare  e.  Tennessee  migrants. 
A Clay-colored  Sparrow  was  at  Big  Sandy 
Unit,  Tennessee  N.W.R.,  Henry,  TN  6 Oct 
(MCT).  Four  Bachman’s  Sparrows  were  seen 
at  traditional  breeding  areas  on  Fort  Camp- 
bell, Trigg,  KY,  and  one  was  in  Montgomery/ 
Stewart,  TN  15  Aug  (both  DMo).  A Grasshop- 
per Sparrow  in  Warren,  TN  2 Nov  (MMc,  SM) 
was  late.  Le  Conte’s  Sparrows  were  detected 
five  times:  one  at  Bells  Bend  Park,  Davidson, 
TN  11  Oct  OKS,  TL);  5-6  at  Sauerheber  21 
Oct  (BP,  BBC);  one  near  Dot,  Logan  21  Oct 
(ph.  FL);  an  impressive  total  of  11  at  Shelby 
Farms,  Shelby,  TN  18  Nov  (MMc);  and  2 at 
Fort  Campbell,  Montgomery/Stewart,  TN  2 
Nov  (DMo).  Five  Nelson’s  Sparrows  were  re- 
ported: one  at  the  Minor  Clark  Fish  Hatchery 
23  Sep  (tBWu);  one  at  Sheperdsville,  Bullitt, 
KY  6 Oct  (ph.  MAu,  BBC);  one  at  Sauerhe- 
ber 21  Oct  (BP,  ph.  MYa,  BBC);  and  2 at  Big 
Sandy  Unit,  Tennessee  N.WR.,  Henry,  TN  21 
Oct  (TW,  CSm). 

A Summer  Tanager  at  Burlington,  Boone  1 
Nov  (LM)  established  a new  late  departure 
date  for  Kentucky  by  three  days.  Flocks  of 
at  least  85  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  at  Lake 
Cumberland  WM.A.,  Pulaski,  27  Sep  (RD, 
SDe)  and  at  least  80  along  Pointer  Creek  Rd., 
Pulaski,  KY  7 Oct  (RD,  SDe)  were  remarkable 
and  establish  new  state  high  counts.  One  at 
a feeder  in  Greene,  TN  15  Nov  (ph.  NJ)  was 
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Red  Crossbills  invaded  the  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  region  in  small  num- 
bers during  mid-  to  late  November  2012.  This  was  one  of  a small  flock  to 
be  seen  at  Lexington,  Kentucky  during  the  last  week  of  November  (here 
24  November).  Photograph  by  David  Lang. 


very  late.  One  to  3 Bobolinks  were  found  at 
four  Kentucky  locales  29  Aug-6  Oct.  Two 
singing  Western  Meadowlarks  were  in  Obion, 
TN  8 Nov  (MG).  A male  Yellow-headed  Black- 
bird was  seen  at  the  Sinclair  Unit  of  Peabody 
WM.A.,  Muhlenberg,  KY  16  Oct  (tBP,  EH),  and 
an  imm.  male  was  in  Obion,  TN  6-7  Oct  (NM). 
One  to  7 Brewers  Blackbirds  were  found  at 
four  Kentucky  locales  21  Oct-30  Nov. 

A Purple  Finch  at  Bernheim  Forest,  Bul- 
litt, KY  6 Oct  (MAu,  BBC)  was  the  earliest  to 
be  reported;  the  first  report  from  Tennessee 
was  9 Oct  in  Sullivan  (fide  RK).  The  hrst  pro- 
nounced flight  of  Red  Crossbills  to  occur  in 
the  Region  in  many  years  commenced  during 
mid-Nov  with  one  at  Red  River  Gorge,  Powell, 
KY  17  Nov  (tJF)  followed  by  one  at  Lexing- 
ton, KY  22  Nov  (MTw),  up  to  5 there  24-25 
Nov  (v.r.  RD  et  al),  and  7 at  Louisville  24  Nov 
(RL,  EH,  BP  et  al.),  with  small  numbers  con- 
tinuing into  Dec  (m.ob.).  Analysis  of  calls  of 
birds  at  Lexington  24  Nov  proved  to  be  of 
Type  3 (fide  MYo),  which  irrupted  widely  in 
the  East  in  fall  and  early  winter.  In  Tennes- 
see, the  only  reports  were  from  Roan  Moun- 
tain, Carter  during  Aug  and  Sep  (RK),  where 
to  cone  crop  was  poor.  Six  White -winged 
Crossbills  were  first  observed  at  the  Lexing- 
ton Cemetery,  Fayette,  KY  22  Nov  (DSv,  MTw, 
L&BS),  with  2-4  reported  there  24-28  Nov 
(RD,  C&GT  et  al.),  and  a female  was  at  Cave 
Hill  Cemetery,  Louisville  24  Nov  (RL,  BP,  ph. 
EH  et  al.).  The  only  one  reported  in  Tennes- 
see was  at  Bristol,  Sullivan,  TN  20  Nov  (RCl). 
A male  Common  Redpoll  was  present  13  km 
n.  of  Berry,  Pendleton,  KY  11  Nov  (ph.  LHg). 
A Pine  Siskin  near  Stanford,  Lincoln,  KY  17 
Sep  OE)  was  exceptionally  early;  a substan- 
tial flight  commenced  during  mid-Oct,  with 
one  in  Fayette,  KY  1 1 Oct  (MTw)  being  the 
next  earliest  report.  At  that  point,  birds  began 
showing  up  in  small  numbers  Regionwide, 
and  the  species  was  widespread  by  the  third 


week  of  Oct.  Local  high  counts  in- 
cluded at  least  43  (probably  50-60) 
in  Muhlenberg,  KY  16  Oct  (BP,  EH); 
at  least  50  at  Independence,  Ken- 
ton, KY  28  Oct  (RCr,  DMa);  at  least 
95  at  Berea,  Madison,  KY  29  Oct 
(RE,  RB);  80  at  Minor  Clark  Fish 
Hatchery  29  Oct  (BWu);  and  70-1- 
at  South  Williamson,  Pike,  KY  1-3 
Nov  QCa)-  Numbers  dwindled  no- 
ticeably during  Nov.  The  hrst  flight 
of  Evening  Grosbeaks  into  the  Re- 
gion in  nearly  20  years  was  indi- 
cated by  four  reports:  a female  at 
Vanceburg,  Lewis,  KY  9 Nov  (LR),  a 
male  at  Ashland,  Boyd,  KY  10  Nov 
(ph.  VS),  2 at  Ashland,  Boyd,  KY  13 
Nov  (SSw),  and  2 near  Paris,  Henry, 

TN  16  Nov  (SE). 
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Small  numbers  of  White-winged  Crossbills  appeared  in  the  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky  region  during  late  November  2012,  with  most  birds  appearing  to 
linger  into  early  winter.  This  was  one  of  six  present  at  Lexington,  Kentucky 
(here  24  November).  Photograph  by  David  Lang. 
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Regional  birders  were  treated  to  an 
avian  cornucopia  this  autumn,  with 
an  exciting  array  of  vagrants  and  good 
numbers  of  many  regular  transients.  Par- 
ticularly well  represented  were  large  wad- 
ing birds,  pelagic  species  (onshore  and  off), 
kites,  flycatchers,  and  western  strays.  Of 
marked  impact  was  the  passage  of  Hurricane 
Isaac,  a Category  I storm  that  developed  in 
the  Lesser  Antilles,  made  landfall  on  the 
southeastern  Louisiana  coast  the  evening  of 
30-31  August,  then  continued  northward 
into  the  Ohio  River  Valley.  Heavy  rain  from 
this  tropical  fury  affected  Mississippi  and 
Alabama  from  28  August  through  3 Septem- 
ber, ushering  pelagic  species  onshore  and 
downing  transients  and  rarities  throughout 
the  area.  Mississippi,  nearer  the  storm  cen- 
ter, experienced  thre  greater  meteorological 
impact  and  ornithological  bounty.  Climate 
in  the  Region  this  fall  was  relatively  cooler 
than  usual;  recorded  rainfall  was  elevated 
in  August  and  September,  primarily  due 
to  Isaac,  then  drier  conditions  prevailed  in 
October  and  November.  Prominent  frontal 
systems  included  18  September,  1 & 15-18 
October,  and  12  & 27  November. 

Abbreviations:  Dauphin  (Dauphin  Island, 
Mobile,  AL);  Delta  (Mississippi  Delta  of 
northwestern  and  west-central  Mississippi); 
Fort  Morgan  (Fort  Morgan  State  Historical 
Park,  Baldwin,  AL);  G.C.  (Gulf  Coast  Region, 
Mobile/Baldwin,  AL);  I.C.R  (Inland  Coastal 
Plain  Region  of  south-central  Alabama); 
MMNS  (Mississippi  Museum  of  Natural  Sci- 
ence, Jackson,  MS);  M.R.  (Mountain  Region 
of  northern  Alabama);  Noxubee  (Noxubee 
N.WR.,  Noxubee/Oktibbeha/Winston,  MS); 
T.V  (Tennessee  Valley  Region  of  northern 
Alabama);  Wheeler  (Wheeler  N.WR.,  Lime- 


stone/Morgan/Madison. AL). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  WADING  BIRDS 

Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck  continues 
to  increase  in  coastal  Alabama.  An  impres- 
sive gathering  of  34,  including  16  juvs., 
was  found  near  Bon  Secour,  Baldwin  1 Sep 
(DP),  and  8 were  n.  of  Grand  Bay,  Mobile  23 
Sep  (LB,  RAR).  Much  less  expected,  one  on 
Wheeler  Reservoir,  Lawrence  23  Sep  (DJS, 
m.ob.)  provided  the  fourth  T.V.  record.  Ca- 
sual in  Mississippi,  several  Fulvous  Whis- 
tling-Ducks were  a treat  at  Belzoni,  Hum- 
phreys 28  Sep  (VW,  FH,  ph.).  Ross’s  Goose  is 
now  expected  in  low  numbers  in  Alabama, 
especially  the  T.V;  singles  (following  the 
“lone  white  goose”  rule)  were  at  non-tradi- 
tional  sites  in  Limestone  10  Nov  (DJS,  MC), 
sw.  Mobile  11-15  Nov  (HEH,  PR  et  ah,  ph.), 
and  s.  Lee  26  Nov  (JH).  Likely  rare  summer- 
ing birds,  2 Gadwalls  were  in  Hale,  AL  4 Aug 
OAT,  TK,  GJH,  m.ob.).  A count  of  170  Mal- 
lards in  Greene,  Hale,  and  Perry  3 Sep  (GDJ, 
DGJ)  set  a new  I.C.R  summer  maximum,  as 
did  280  Redheads  at  Walter  F George  Dam, 
Henry  17  Nov  QM,  NF,  PA).  A rare  summer- 
ing species,  a Lesser  Scaup  was  in  Hale,  AL  4 
& 25  Aug  (GJH,  JAT,  m.ob.).  White-winged 
Scoter  is  rare,  especially  inland;  2 were  at 
the  mouth  of  Town  Creek,  Lawrence,  AL  17 
Nov  (DJS,  HEH,  MC).  The  leading  edge  of 
a surge  for  the  rare  Black  Scoter,  11  were 
photographed  at  Fort  Morgan  20  Nov  (KH), 
and  4 were  seen  the  same  day  near  Dauphin 
(HEH).  Any  scoter  is  rare  in  the  I.C.R,  so 


2 probable  Surfs  were  notable  in  Heniy  17 
Nov  QM,  NF,  PA).  Rare  inland,  a Long-tailed 
Duck  was  at  Arkabutla  Dam,  Tate,  MS  20 
Nov  OHk).  A fall  maximum  for  the  M.R., 
34  Buffleheads  were  at  Opelika,  Lee  26  Nov 
(JH),  and  111  Hooded  Mergansers  at  that 
site  9 Nov  provided  a new  M.R.  high  count 
OH).  Rare  but  regular  at  Guntersville,  Mar- 
shall, AL,  a juv.  Red-throated  Loon  was  spot- 
ted 4 Nov  (SRM,  ph.  BC),  and  a Pacific  Loon 
was  discovered  24  Nov  (GDJ).  The  Pacific  at 
Walter  F George  Dam,  Henry  21  Nov  (ECS) 
was  unprecedented  for  the  I.C.R  Always  ex- 
citing, and  only  the  twentieth  for  Alabama, 
a Red-necked  Grebe  was  at  Guntersville 

3 Nov,  with  2 seen  together  the  following 
day  (BC,  SRM,  m.ob.,  ph.).  Locally  rare,  an 
Eared  Grebe  was  spotted  in  Oktibbeha,  MS 


A rare  Red-necked  Grebe  at  Guntersville,  Marshall  County, 
Alabama  3 November  2012  was  surprisingly  joined  by  another 
the  following  day.  Photograph  by  Bala  Chennupati. 


Mississippi's  first  documented  Cory's  Shearwater  was  wrecked  by  Hurricane  Isaac  2 September  2012  at  Ocean  Springs, 
Jackson  County.  Photograph  by  Alison  Sharpe. 


VOlUME  67  (2013)  • NUMBER  1 


91 


ALABAMA  & MISSISSIPPI 


5 ||  The  new  inland  seas  of  Dixie,  catfish  farms  have  flourished  in  low-lying  plain  areas,  in- 
t'  Icluding  the  Mississippi  Delta  and  the  Black  Belt  of  central  Alabama  and  e.-cen.  Missis- 
sippi. To  the  consternation  of  catfish  producers,  this  has  not  gone  unnoticed  by  fish-eating 
birds,  with  large  increases  in  the  last  two  decades  of  Double-crested  Cormorants,  American 
White  Pelicans,  and  large  wading  birds  (Price  and  Nickum  1 995,  Dorr  et  al.  2004,  King  2005). 
Wood  Storks  have  regularly  visited  these  areas  for  many  years,  most  arriving  in  midsum- 
mer and  departing  in  early  fall,  but  Alabama  numbers  have  been  increasing  recently.  High 
daily  (non-standardized)  counts  in  west-central  Alabama  have  included  750-1-  (2003),  1 0OO-f 
(2004),  975-t-  (2007),  and  1020-1-  (2008).  But  we  were  unprepared  for  the  stunning  numbers 
of  Wood  Storks  in  the  western  Black  Belt  of  Alabama  this  season,  including  a count  of  3054 
in  Hale,  Greene,  and  Perry  1 Sep  (MB). 

By  banding  and  satellite-tagging  projects,  evidence  points  to  a Florida  origin  for  most  of 
the  Alabama  Black  Belt  storks  (imhof  1962,  Bryan  et  al.  2008,  R.  Borkhataria,  unpubl.  data: 
<http://www.seaturtle.org>).  Mexican  breeders  wander  to  the  Mississippi  Delta  and  even  e. 
Mississippi  (Bryan  et  al.  2008;  T.  L.  Schiefer,  pers.  comm.)  but  have  not  been  proven  to  visit 
Alabama.  This  season,  Mississippi  sites  did  not  report  unusual  totals,  and  numbers  of  storks 
were  decreased  from  normal  in  the  e.-cen.  areas  (T.  L.  Schiefer,  pers.  comm.).  So  this  was 
solely  an  Alabama  phenomenon,  reinforcing  the  likelihood  of  a source  to  the  southeast. 

In  recent  years  a shift  has  been  noted  in  Wood  Stork  breeding  away  from  traditional 
sites  in  south  Florida  (such  as  the  famed  Corkscrew  Swamp)  to  colonies  farther  north,  in- 
cluding Georgia  and  South  Carolina.  Populations  have  increased  sufficiently  that  the  U.S. 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  (2012)  proposed  changing  the  official  status  from  Endangered  to 
Threatened.  Nesting  success  in  2012  was  reported  as  mixed  but  overall  mildly  decreased  in 
Georgia  and  South  Carolina  (Georgia  Department  of  Natural  Resources  201 2,  South  Carolina 
Department  of  Natural  Resources  201 2,  Bambich  201 2),  mildly  above  average  in  n.  and  cen. 
Florida,  and  poor  in  south  Florida  (Cook  and  Kobza  2012).  We  lack  data  concerning  the  pro- 
portion ofjuvs.  appearing  in  Alabama  this  year.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see  if  future  seasons 
continue  the  upward  trend  of  dispersal  to  the  Black  Belt.  With  the  prominence  of  the  catfish 
industry  and  increasing  nesting  populations  of  Wood  Storks,  these  flint-headed  giants  likely 
will  appear  in  growing  numbers  in  our  area. 
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19  Oct  (TLS). 

One  of  three  Mississippi  first  state  re- 
cords delivered  by  Hurricane  Isaac,  a Cory’s 
Shearwater  was  found  in  poor  condition 
at  Ocean  Springs,  Jackson  and  later  expired 
(AS,  NW,  *MMNS).  Rare  but  regular  off  Ala- 
bama, 3 Cory’s  were  noted  62-82  km  s.  of 
Orange  Beach,  Baldwin  8 Sep  (HEH,  m.ob.). 
Mississippi’s  first  photographed  Great 
Shearwater,  found  wrecked  31  Aug  well  in- 
land at  Hattiesburg,  Marion  (CB,  WL,  KCo, 
JG,  ph.),  was  released  the  next  day  into  the 
Gulf  at  Biloxi.  Two  Greats,  rare  off  Alabama, 
were  noted  72  and  87  km  s.  of  Baldwin  8 
Sep  (HEH,  m.ob.,  ph.  KH).  Mississippi’s  first 
photographed  Audubon’s  Shearwater  was 
found  dead  on  Horn  Island,  Jackson  2 Sep 
(LJ  et  al,  fide  NRB).  Occasionally  detected 
in  Alabama,  16  Audubon’s  was  a good  count 
62-86  km  s.  of  Orange  Beach,  Baldwin  8 Sep 
(HEH,  JAT,  m.ob.,  ph.  KH).  Two  unidenti- 
fied shearwaters  were  rare  from  shore  at 
Dauphin  30  Aug  (DoM).  Another  addition 
to  the  Mississippi  list,  a moribund  Band- 
rumped  Storm-Petrel  was  discovered  20 
km  inland  at  Vancleave,  Jadzson  30  Aug  (ER, 
NW,  *MMNH). 

The  Wood  Stork  on  Dauphin  9 Nov  (ph. 
AH)  was  late  and  only  the  second  for  the  out- 
er coastal  areas  of  Alabama.  Flung  to  inland 
Mississippi  by  Hurricane  Isaac,  single  Mag- 
nificent Frigatebirds  were  in  Madison  3 1 Aug 
(GCK,  SGK),  Yalobusha  1 Sep  QHk),  and  La- 
fayette 2 Sep  (GCK,  SGK).  Locally  unusual, 
216  American  White  Pelicans  were  in  Chick- 
asaw, MS  28  Sep  (WRP),  and  105  appeared 
in  Bullock,  AL  20  Oct  (ph.  AA).  Establishing 
a maximum  for  the  l.C.P,  and  for  Alabama 
in  autumn,  485  Great  Blue  Herons  were  tal- 
lied in  Greene,  Hale,  and  Perry  3 Sep  (GDJ, 
DGJ).  In  the  same  area  that  day,  4035  Great 
Egrets  represented  a new  state  high  (GDJ, 
DGJ),  and  a M.R.  maximum  was  provided  by 
178  on  the  Birmingham  area  count  29  Sep 
(B.A.S.).  A top  count  for  the  T.Y,  418  Cattle 
Egrets  were  at  Wheeler  Dam,  Lawrence  6 Sep 
(DJS).  The  rare  White-faced  Ibis  appeared  n. 
of  Grand  Bay,  Mobile  23  Nov  (ph.  PR),  the 
latest  for  Alabama.  Any  Plegadis  is  rare  inland 
in  Alabama,  so  a lone  bird  in  Montgomeiy 
28-29  Sep  (TRP,  RD  et  al.,  ph.)  was  notable. 
Records  of  Roseate  Spoonbill  away  from  the 
Delta  are  rare  but  are  gradually  increasing.  Of 
seven  reports  of  9 birds  1 1 Aug-4  Oct,  most 
noteworthy  were  2 in  Chambers,  AL  1 1 Aug 
(LW,  KJ)  and  another  in  Lee,  AL  10-23  Sep 
(R&JM,JH  et  al.,ph.). 

RAPTORS THROUGH  JAEGERS 

Early  in  the  season,  formally  attired  Swal- 
low-tailed Kites  coursed  the  skies  in  excel- 
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Great  Shearwater  is  rare  in  Alabama,  and  two  were  discovered  8 
September  2012  off  Baldwin  County.  Photograph  by  Kathy  Hicks. 


lent  numbers.  Over  100  were  impressive 
so  far  n.  in  Hale,  AL  4-5  Aug  (RS&DCH, 
m.ob.),  and  up  to  8 were  unprecedentedly 
numerous  and  locally  rare  in  Clay,  MS  7 
Aug-2  Sep  (TLS,  MHS,  m.ob.).  As  many  as 
5 Swallow-taileds  12  62:  24  Aug  in  Chambers 
(BKF,  LW,  KJ  et  al.)  were  the  latest  for  the 
M.R.,  where  only  occasional,  and  tied  the 
M.R.  maximum.  Large  numbers  of  Missis- 
sippi Kites  were  also  noted,  with  70  in  Clay, 
MS  11  Aug  (TLS,  MHS,  m.ob.)  and  at  least 
200  in  Chambers  12  Aug  (LW,  KJ  et  al.)  pro- 
viding a new  Alabama  high  tally;  4 Missis- 
sippis  in  w.  Jejjerson,  AL  19  Aug  (SSH)  were 
locally  rare.  A Northern  Harrier  was  ahead 
of  schedule  20  Aug  in  Clay,  MS  (TLS).  Nine 
Cooper’s  Hawks  set  a fall  T.Y  maximum  on 
the  Wheeler  area  count  6 Oct.  Swainson’s 
Hawk  is  rare  but  now  regular  in  mid-  to  late 
autumn  s.  of  Magnolia  Springs,  Baldwin,  AL; 
one  provided  a new  early  Alabama  record  28 
Sep  (DP,  fide  BS),  and  as  many  as  6 bested 
the  previous  state  maximum  22-24  Oct  (DP, 
m.ob.).  The  tally  of  29  Red-tailed  Hawks  on 
the  Wheeler  area  count  6 Oct  was  the  high- 
est for  the  T.V  in  fall.  Mississippi’s  twelfth 
Ferruginous  Hawk  was  in  Tunica  22-24  Nov 
(JRW  et  al.,  ph.).  A rare  imm.  Golden  Eagle 
dominated  the  scene  at  Wheeler  11  Nov 
(BC,  SRM,  ph.). 

Elusive  but  probably  regular  on  the  Ala- 
bama coast,  a Yellow  Rail  was  flushed  19  Sep 
in  s.  Baldwin  (DP,  fide  BS).  A Purple  Gallinule 
lingered  much  later  than  usual  at  Noxubee 
through  24  Nov  (MHS).  Lone  American 
Coots  at  Noxubee  30  Jul-23  Aug  (TLS),  in 
Hale,  AL  4 Aug  QAT),  and  on  Dauphin  13- 
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A pelagic  trip  off  Baldwin  County  8 September  2012  yielded  1 6 Audubon's  Shearwaters,  a 
species  only  occasionally  reported  in  Alabama.  Photograph  by  Patsy  Russo. 


25  Aug  (AH  et  al.)  were 
probably  rare  summer- 
ing birds.  Locally  rare, 
a Sandhill  Crane  was  in 
sw.  Mobile,  AL  15-23  Nov 
(LFG  et  al.,  ph.).  Rare  in- 
land in  Alabama,  2 Black- 
necked Stilts  in  Hale  3 
Sep  (GDJ)  might  have 
been  related  to  Hurricane 
Isaac,  the  same  could  be 
surmised  of  an  American 
Avocet  in  Lauderdale,  AL 
31  Aug  (DJS).  Another  storm  by-product 
was  a Hudsonian  Godwit  grounded  at  Gulf 
S.P,  Baldwin  1 Sep  (LC,  KC,  ph.);  the  spe- 
cies is  rare  in  Alabama,  and  this  occurrence 
was  the  earliest  of  only  seven  in  fall.  White- 
rumped  Sandpiper  is  rarely  seen  in  autumn, 
so  a single  in  Montgomery  28  Aug  (LFG)  and 
up  to  2 at  Dauphin  28  Sep-2  Oct  (PC,  AH) 
were  noteworthy.  The  Short-billed  Dowltch- 
er  in  Montgomery  12-18  Nov  set  a late  record 
for  inland  Alabama,  and  the  3 conveniently 
accompanying  Long-billed  Dowitchers  were 
rare  for  the  I.C.R  (LFG).  Rare  but  regular  in 
fall  in  the  G.C.,  a Wilson’s  Phalarope  was 
at  Gulf  S.P,  Baldwin  2-3  Sep  (HEH  et  al.), 
and  2 were  at  Fort  Morgan  6 Sep  (BS).  Red- 
necked Phalarope  is  rare  in  the  Region,  so 
singles  in  Chickasaw,  MS  1 Sep  (ph.  WRP) 
and  at  Fort  Morgan  2-3  Sep  (TH,  m.ob.,  ph.) 
were  exciting  finds.  More  unusual  still,  a Red 
Phalarope  was  at  Arkabutla  Lake,  Tate  15-24 
(QBG,  JRW,  m.ob.,  ph.),  providing  Missis- 
sippi’s fifteenth  record. 

Two  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  at  Wheeler  Dam, 
Lawrence/Lauderdale  23  Sep  (DJS,  m.ob.)  re- 
set the  inland  Alabama  arrival  date.  Rare  but 
regular  at  this  site,  up  to  4 Laughing  Gulls 
were  noted  6-23  Sep  (DJS).  Franklin’s  Gull 
is  rare  but  now  expected  in  several  loca- 
tions in  Alabama  in  autumn;  at  least  6 were 
found  in  the  Dauphin  area  20-22  Oct  (GEH, 
AH,  m.ob.),  and  2 were  near  Magno- 
lia Springs,  Baldwin  23  Oct  (HEH). 
Unusually  early  (or  summering)  Ring- 
billed Gulls  included  20  at  Wheeler 
Dam,  Lawrence/Lauderdale,  AL  1-4  Aug 
(DJS),  4 in  Hale  5 Aug  (GJH),  and  one 
at  Sardis  Lake,  Panola,  MS  6 Aug  (JHk). 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  is  still  rare 
but  slowly  increasing  in  our  Region. 

I received  seven  reports  of  14  birds  6 
Sep-23  Nov;  4 Lessors  at  Wilson  Dam, 
Lauderdale  13  Oct  (DJS)  set  a fall  maxi- 
mum and  tied  the  overall  high  count  for 
inland  Alabama.  Great  Black-backed 
Gull  is  rare  but  regular  on  Dauphin;  an 
ad.  was  spotted  17  Oct  (BCG,  AH,  PR). 

The  1-2  first-cycle  Great  Black-backeds 


beginning  10  Nov  at  Guntersville,  Marshall, 
AL  (ph.  GDJ,  m.ob.)  were  more  unusual. 
Herring  Gull  x Kelp  Gull  hybrids  (“Cban- 
deleur  Gulls”)  continue  on  the  Alabama 
coast,  with  singles  seen  2 Sep  and  14  Oct  at 
Dauphin  (AH  et  al.,  ph.).  A rare  Sooty  Tern 
was  noted  in  the  Dauphin  area  18  Aug  (ph. 
AH).  Bridled  Terns  often  are  seen  onshore  in 
conjunction  with  tropical  storms,  and  Hur- 
ricane Isaac  was  no  exception.  One  appeared 
at  Ocean  Springs,  Jacfeson,  MS  31  Aug  QNW, 
EP,  GCK,  SGK),  and  another  was  at  Gulf  S.P, 
Baldwin,  AL  1-2  Sep  (LC,  KC,  ph.).  Expected 
offshore,  a Bridled  was  spotted  53  km  s.  of 
Orange  Beach,  Baldwin,  AL  8 Sep  (HEH,  J AT, 
m.ob.).  An  impressive  inland  tally,  246  Least 
Terns  were  noted  in  Washington  and  Sunflow- 
er, MS  26  Aug  (GCK,  SGK).  On  the  8 Sep 
Alabama  pelagic  venture,  2 Pomarine  Jae- 
gers were  spotted  24  and  87  km  s.  of  Orange 
Beach  (DJS,  HEH,  m.ob.,  ph.  KH). 

DOVES  THROUGH  PIPITS 

A high  count  for  nw.  Alabama,  19  Eurasian 
Collared-Doves  were  in  Lauderdale  22  Nov 
(PDK).  Four  White-winged  Doves,  rare  but 
increasing  in  the  I.C.R,  were  noted  in  Mon- 
roe 19  Aug  (AA).  Alabama’s  fourth  record  of 
Inca  Dove  was  of  up  to  3 birds  s.  of  Mag- 
nolia Springs,  Baldwin  4 Aug-9  Sep  (HEH, 
m.ob.,  ph.).  Rare  for  the  M.R.,  but  almost 


Many  shorebirds  were  grounded  by  Hurricane  Isaac,  including  this  rare 
autumn  Hudsonian  Godwit  (left)  at  Gulf  State  Park,  Baldwin  County, 
Alabama  2 September  2012.  Photograph  by  Lisa  Comer. 
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Another  Isaac  waif,  a Red-necked  Phalarope  entertained  a crowd  at  Fort  Morgan, 
Baldwin  County,  Alabama  2 September  2012.  Photograph  by  Terry  Hartley. 


regular  at  this  site,  2 Common  Ground- 
Doves  were  observed  at  Harpersville,  Shelby 
29  Sep  (MS  et  al).  Two  Black-billed  Cuck- 
oos were  unusual  in  fall  at  Dauphin  30  Aug 
(AH,  EC,  PR,  HEH).  Occasional  in  Alabama, 
a Groove-billed  Ani  was  in  s.  Baldwin  16-17 
Nov  (KC  et  al,  ph.). 

The  Hummer-Bird  Study  Group  banders 
had  a banner  fall  for  Northern  Saw-whet 
Owls  in  n.  Alabama.  Twenty-three  were  net- 
ted 29  Oct-25  Nov  at  “Owl  Central”  at  Clay, 
Jefferson  (RRS,  MBS),  with  a maximum  of 
3 on  two  evenings.  Over  25  were  banded 
through  25  Nov  at  Steele,  St.  Clair  (F&BM, 
fide  RRS),  and  5 were  lured  to  the  nets  at 
Hollings,  Clay  9-26  Nov  (M&DW).  Owls 
are  not  the  only  birds  attracted  to  Clay,  Jef- 
ferson, as  shown  by  a conservative  estimate 
of  at  least  200  Ruby-throated  Humming- 
birds 5 Sep  (RRS,  MBS),  providing  a new 
Alabama  maximum.  Now  rare  but  expected 
in  Alabama,  a Calliope  Hummingbird  was 
at  Fairhope,  Baldwin  5 Sep  (FB,  LS,  b.)  for 
an  early  state  arrival  record.  Also  rare  but 
regular,  a Buff-bellied  Hummingbird  was  at 
Foley,  Baldwin,  AL  4-5  Nov  (MJJ,  EB).  Top- 
ping the  fall  T.Y  maximum,  152  Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers  were  reported  on  the  Wheeler 
area  count  6 Oct,  and  32  American  Kestrels 
on  that  count  bested  the  previous  fall  inland 
Alabama  tally. 

Rare  but  regular  in  early  fall  in  the  G.C., 
an  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  was  at  Dauphin 
5 Sep  (AH  et  al.).  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher 
is  expected  in  low  numbers  in  autumn,  and 
this  year  there  were  14  reports  of  at  least  22 
individuals  20  Aug-14  Oct;  5 vocalizing 
at  Dauphin  6 Sep  established  a new  G.C. 
high  count  (BCG  et  al.).  Alder  Flycatcher 
is  rarely  identified  in  Alabama  but  this  fall 
was  unusually  plentiful.  Five  al  three  sites  in 


Hale  25  Aug  QAT,  AP,  ph.,  v.r.) 
handily  established  a new  Ala- 
bama maximum.  Single  calling 
Alders  were  at  separate  sites  on 
Dauphin  9-11  (AH,  PR,  BCG  et 
al.)  & 13  Sep  (HEH),  as  well  as 
Elmore,  AL  16  Sep  (LFG).  Rare 
but  expected,  single  vocalizing 
Willow  Flycatchers  were  on 
Dauphin  24  Aug  (PR,  BS,  HEH, 
AH)  and  al  Birmingham  24  Sep 
(HEH,  RS&DCH).  Continu- 
ing the  theme,  record  numbers 
of  Willow/Alder  Flycatchers 
were  banded  at  Fort  Morgan  4 
Sep-10  Oct  (TJZ  et  al.),  with  a 
total  of  97  and  peaks  of  23  birds 
on  5 Sep  and  29  netted  8 Sep. 
Alabama’s  sixth  Say’s  Phoebe 
was  a thrill  at  Fort  Morgan  25 
Sep  (GDJ,  DGJ,  m.ob.,  ph.).  Rare  Vermil- 
ion Flycatchers  were  seen  at  Point  aux  Pins, 
Mobile,  AL  4 Oct  (SB,  ECS,  m.ob.,  ph.)  and 
returning  to  a site  near  Foley,  Baldwin,  begin- 
ning 30  Nov  (KC,  m.ob.,  ph.).  Ash-throated 
Flycatcher  is  rare  but  regular  in  our  coast- 
al areas  in  mid  to  late  fall;  singles  were  in 
Gautier,  Jad^son,  MS  25  Oct  (NRB,  p.a.),  at 
Fort  Morgan  28  Nov  (TJZ  et  al.,  b.,  ph.),  and 
on  Dauphin  7-9  Nov  (HEH,  AH  et  al.).  Rare 
inland,  lone  Western  Kingbirds  were  in  Clay, 
MS  11-12  Aug  (DPa,  JR  WRP  et  al.,  ph.)  and 
in  DeSoto,  MS  22  Sep  ORW  GCK,  SGK). 
Slowly  increasing  as  a breeder  in  the  l.C.R, 
14  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  in  Hale  4 Aug 
(RS&DCH,  m.ob.)  set  a new  inland  Alabama 
high  count;  even  this  paled  next  to  the  28+ 
along  the  Alabama  coast  20  Oct  QN-  HEH, 
AH  et  ah,  ph.),  nearly  three  times  the  prior 
state  maximum. 

Bell’s  Vireo  is  rare  but  regular  in  au- 
tumn on  the  Alabama 
coast;  singles  were  noted 
20  Aug  on  Dauphin  (BCG, 

PR  et  ah,  ph.)  and  21  Sep 
at  Fort  Morgan  (TJZ  et  ah, 
b.,  ph.).  Seven  Alabama 
reports  were  received  of 
the  rare  but  expected  War- 
bling Vireo  30  Aug-8  Oct. 

A Philadelphia  Vireo  at  Eu- 
faula  N.WR.,  Barbour  9 Sep 
(GEH)  provided  an  l.C.R 
arrival  record.  Rare  so  far  s. 
in  Alabama,  a Horned  Lark 
was  spotted  27  Oct  in  s.  Lee 
OH).  Providing  the  first  au- 
tumn record  for  the  G.C., 
and  only  the  third  at  that 
season  for  Alabama,  a Cave 
Swallow  was  observed  at 


Fort  Morgan  24  Sep  (GDJ).  The  Barn  Swal- 
low in  Barbour  10  Nov  QAT)  represented  a 
late  l.C.R  date.  A Red-breasted  Nuthatch  in 
Lawrence  14  Sep  (RER)  gave  the  T.V  a new 
early  arrival  mark.  White-breasted  Nut- 
hatch is  rare  in  most  of  the  l.C.R,  so  one  or 
more  individuals  in  Bullock  8 Aug-29  Nov 
OAT)  were  noteworthy.  Alabama’s  fourth 
Rock  Wren,  the  first  since  1984,  caused  a 
stir  at  Fort  Morgan  9-12  Nov  (KC,  m.ob., 
ph.).  Unusually  early,  a Sedge  Wren  was 
noted  in  Clay,  MS  13  Aug  (TLS).  Local  ar- 
rival records  were  established  by  a Marsh 
Wren  at  Noxubee  21-22  Aug  (DPa,  JP  et  al.) 
and  a Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  in  Oktibbeha, 

MS  19  Sep  Ohia)-  The  tally  of  171  Carolina 
Wrens  on  the  Wheeler  area  count  8 Oct 
set  a fall  T.V  maximum.  Providing  the  lat- 
est evidence  of  Eastern  Bluebird  nesting  in 
Alabama,  a pair  was  observed  on  Dauphin 
4 Nov  apparently  feeding  young  (RA&LRD, 
CH&PB).  Rare  but  regular  in  the  fields  s.  of 
Magnolia  Springs,  Baldwin,  AL,  a Sprague’s 
Pipit  was  noted  there  29  Oct  (DP,  jrde  BS). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  HOUSE  SPARROW 

Four  Golden-winged  Warblers  at  Chewacla 
S.P.,  Lee  19  Sep  QH)  gave  the  l.C.R  a new 
high  daily  count,  as  did  4 Blue-winged  War- 
blers at  Fort  Toulouse,  Elmore  16  Sep  (LFG). 
Nashville  Warbler  is  rare  but  regular  in  the 
M.R.;  singles  were  seen  in  Binningham  29 
Sep  (GDJ)  and  Anniston,  Calhoun  8-14  & 
25-27  Oct  (DM).  Rare  but  expected  in  the  I 
G.C.  in  fall,  1-2  Mourning  Warblers  were  ' 
on  Dauphin  24  Aug-1  Sep  (BS,  AH,  m.ob.),  i 
and  4 were  banded  at  Fort  Morgan  5-11  Sep  j 
(TJZ  et  al.,  ph.).  Rare  in  autumn,  individual  j 
Cape  May  Warblers  were  at  Dauphin  5 Sep  ! 
(AH),  at  Fort  Morgan  14  Sep  (TJZ  et  ah,  b.,  f 

ph.),  in  Calhoun,  AL  26-28  Sep  and  8 Oct  ' 


Always  a rare  treat  in  the  Alabama  and  Mississippi  region,  a Red  Phalarope  provided 
Mississippi's  fifteenth  record  at  Arkabutia  Lake,  Tate  County  1S-24  (here  15)  Novem- 
ber 2012.  Photograph  by  Q.B.  Gray. 
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Alabama's  fourth  Inca  Dove  record  was  of  three  birds  4 (here 
22)  August  through  9 September  2012  south  of  Magnolia 
Springs,  Baldwin  County.  Photograph  byBillSummerour. 


(both  ph.  DM),  and  in  Madison,  AL  23  Oct 
(SRM).  Establishing  a late  M.R.  record,  a 
Northern  Parula  was  in  Calhoun  23-26  Oct 
(ph.  DM).  Earlier  than  prior  local  arrivals,  a 
Chestnut-sided  Warbler  was  located  at  Nox- 
ubee 21  Aug  (TLS).  Occasional  inland  in  fall, 
Blackpoll  Warblers  were  studied  in  Madison 
19  Sep  and  16  Oct  (both  SRM).  An  Audu- 
bon’s Warbler,  only  occasional  in  Alabama, 
was  a surprise  at  Fort  Morgan  10  Nov  (HER, 
PR,  AH,  ph.).  Setting  a late  fall  l.C.P  record 


(except  for  three  winter  records),  a Yellow- 
throated  Warbler  was  in  Macon  28  Oct 
(ECS).  A new  high  count  for  the  G.C.,  21 
Canada  Warblers  were  banded  at  Fort  Mor- 
gan 8 Sep  (TJZ  et  al.).  Of  several  Wilson’s 
Warbler  reports,  most  notable  were  3 in  Col- 
bert 12  Sep  (DJS  et  al),  tying  the  previous 
T.V  maximum,  one  at  Birmingham  15  Sep 
(GDJ,  DGJ),  one  in  Calhoun  26-27  Sep  (ph. 
DM),  and  6 on  Dauphin  2 Oct  (AH). 

Providing  a new  fall  l.C.P  high  count,  1 10 
Chipping  Sparrows  were  noted  in  Bullock  20 
Nov  (ECS).  Expected  on  the  coast  in  small 
numbers  in  autumn,  9 Clay-colored  Spar- 
rows were  reported  24  Sep-29  Oct.  More 
unusual  were  inland  Mississippi  sightings,  at 
Sardis  Lake,  Lafayette  22  Sep  (ph.  JHk)  and 
in  Clay  8 Oct  (TLS).  Rare  in  the  TV,  a Le 
Conte’s  Sparrow  was  in  Lauderdale  20  Oct 
(DJS,  ph.  MC).  A count  of  80  Song  Sparrows 
at  Wheeler  20  Nov  (CDC)  established  a fall 
T.V.  maximum,  as  did  4 Lincoln’s  Sparrows 
in  Lauderdale  20-21  Oct  (DJS,  ph.  MC).  Rare 
in  the  M.R.,  lone  Lincoln’s  Sparrows  were 
sighted  in  Shelby  21  Oct  (GDJ)  and  in  Lee 
9 Nov  QH)-  Highest  in  fall  for  the  T.V,  55 
White-throated  Sparrows  were  logged  at 
Wheeler  20  Nov  (CDC).  A rare  Western  Tan- 
ager  was  banded  at  Fort  Morgan  23  Oct  (TJZ 
et  al.,  ph.).  Except  for  a few  winter  records, 
the  Indigo  Bunting  in  Bullock  20  Nov  (ECS) 
marked  the  latest  l.C.P  fall  occurrence. 

Casual  in  the  T.V,  and  rare  in  Alabama,  a 
vocalizing  Western  Mead- 
owlark was  a nice  find  in 
Lauderdale  17  Nov  (HEH, 
DJS,  MC).  It  was  a good 
season  for  the  rare  Yel- 
low-headed Blackbird  on 
the  Alabama  coast,  with 
five  reports  of  7 birds  16 
Sep-10  Nov;  most  nota- 
ble was  a group  of  3 near 
Magnolia  Springs,  Baldwin 
13-20  Oct  (WM,  HEH). 
The  highest  T.V  count  in 
many  years,  800  Rusty 
Blackbirds  were  noted  at 
Wheeler  6 Nov  (CDC).  On 
the  Wheeler  area  count  8 
Oct,  a tally  of  128  House 
Sparrows  exceeded  the 
prior  fall  TV  maximum. 


A Rock  Wren  at  Fort  Morgan,  Baldwin  County  9-12  (here  10)  November  2012  was  only 
the  fourth  for  Alabama  and  the  first  since  1984.  Photograph  by  Duane  Miller. 


A Say's  Phoebe,  Alabama's  sixth,  was  a one-day  wonder  at  Fort 
Morgan,  Baldwin  County  25  September  201 2.  Photograph  by 
Janice  Neitzel. 
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Regrettably,  due  to  unforeseen  circum- 
stances, no  Arkansas  reports  were 
submitted  for  inclusion  in  the  fall 
2012  summary.  1 would  add  that  numerous 
interesting  Louisiana  sightings  reported  to 
eBird  and/or  the  Louisiana  listserv  “LABIRD” 
were  also  not  included  because  observers  did 
not  follow  through  and  make  official  sub- 
missions to  the  traditional  state  repositories 
(indicated  below).  This  is  unfortunate;  the 
long-term  historical  record  is  left  incomplete, 
and  full  coverage  of  seasonal  phenomena  is 
compromised. 

Louisiana  stayed  relatively  dry  through 
the  period  (with  punctuating  rains  during 
Hurricane  Isaac),  but  the  state  was  spared  the 
severe  to  exceptional  drought  that  gripped 
much  of  the  rest  of  the  central  United  States. 


Abbreviations:  B.R.A.S.S.  (Baton  Rouge 
Audubon  Society  Sanctuary,  Johnsons  Bayou, 
Cameron,  LA).  Parishes  are  indicated  only  for 
the  initial  mention  of  a specific  locality.  For 


One  of  a remarkable  two  first  state  occurrences  on  the  same 
day,  this  Pacific  Loon  was  discovered  on  Cross  Lake,  Shreveport, 
Caddo  Parish,  Louisiana  21-23  (here  21)  November  2012. 
Photograph  by  Terry  Davis. 


records  of  “review  list”  species,  documenta- 
tion has  been  received  and  records  have  either 
been  accepted  by,  or  acceptance  is  pending 
by,  the  Louisiana  Bird  Records  Committee. 
Significance  of  occurrence  is  based  on  the  bird 
record  card  file  database  and  the  Louisiana 
Bird  Records  Committee  archives  at  the 
Louisiana  State  University  Museum  of  Natural 
Science,  as  well  as  the  most  recent  draft  of 
the  forthcoming  Birds  of  Louisiana  (Remsen, 
Cardiff,  Dittmann,  and  Dickson). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  HAWKS 

Numerous  migrating  Greater  White-fronted 
Geese  detected  in  East  Baton  Rouge  and  e. 
Iberville,  LA  18  Oct,  including  at  least  160 
over  Baton  Rouge  (DFL,  GN),  had  presum- 
ably been  pushed  farther  eastward  than  nor- 
mal during  passage  of  a cold  front.  With  only 
a few  previous  reports  from  the  Louisiana 
interior,  a White-winged  Scoter  at  Kincaid 
Lake,  Rapides  30  Oct  (ph.  JVH)  was  a very 
good  find.  A female  Ruddy  Duck  at  Kincaid 
Lake  through  31  Aug  (JVH)  was  likely  one 
of  the  same  (possibly  crippled)  individu- 
als reported  there  since  late  May  OVH).  A 
Pacific  Loon  at  Cross  Lake,  Shreveport, 
Caddo  21-23  Nov  (ph.  TD)  represented  a 
long  overdue  first  accepted  occurrence  for 
Louisiana;  a previous  report  from  D'Arbonne 
Lake,  Union  26  Nov  2011  is  pending  review 
by  the  Louisiana  Bird  Records  Committee.  A 
count  of  206  Pied-billed  Grebes  at  Corney 
Lake,  Claiborne  21  Oct,  including  a flock 
of  195  caught  in  the  act  of  landing  on  the 
lake  (!),  was  a remarkable  concentration  for 
Louisiana’s  n.  interior  (ph.  JD).  Tubenoses 
encountered  during  a Gulf  of  Mexico  pelagic 
trip  out  of  Grand  Isle,  Jefferson  14  Aug  in- 
cluded no  fewer  than  14  Cory’s  Shearwaters 
at  65-125  km  se.  of  Grand  Isle  (SWC,  ph. 
DLD,  ph.  EIJ  et  al),  as  well  as  single  Wilson’s 


A diligent  group  of  observers  searching  for  storm  waifs  on  inland 
bodies  of  water  along  the  east  side  of  Tropical  Storm  Isaac's  track 
were  rewarded  with  this  exhausted  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel 
on  False  River  at  New  Roads,  Pointe  Coupee  Parish  30  August 
2012.  Perhaps  surprisingly,  it  was  Louisiana's  first  documented 
inland  storm-petrel,  as  well  as  the  state's  latest-ever  well- 
documented  Band-rumped.  Photograph  by  Matt  Brady. 


and  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels  about  67 
km  and  137  km  out,  respectively  (SWC, 
DLD  et  ah).  Sightings  of  very  late  Magnificent 
Frigatebirds  included  2 ad.  females  at  Grand 
Isle  20  Nov  (DLD,  SWC),  an  ad.  male  near 
Port  Fourchon,  Lafourche  22  Nov  (SWC, 
DLD),  and  another  individual  there  29  Nov 
(SWC).  A White-tailed  Kite  about  10  km 
w.  of  Glenmora,  Rapides  12-24  Sep  (Jim  E. 
Johnson)  had  apparently  been  found  several 
weeks  earlier  and  provided  one  of  few  occur- 
rences for  cen.  Louisiana.  Quite  early  was  a 
Northern  Harrier  at  the  Yates  Tract,  Bayou 
Pierre  Unit,  Red  River  N.WR.,  Red  River  11 
Aug  (TD,  JT).  Immature  Bald  Eagles  at  Cotile 
Lake,  Rapides  6 Aug  and  Kincaid  Lake  31 
Aug  (both  JVH),  and  2 ads.  in  Morehouse 
6 Sep  (William  Priestley),  were  most  likely 
rare  summering  birds.  Some  excellent  counts 
of  late  migrant  Swainson’s  Hawks  included 
11  at  one  plowed  field  near  Lake  Arthur, 
Jefferson  Davis  23  Nov  (ph.  PEC),  and  16 
in  the  Lake  Arthur/Thornwell  area,  Jefferson 
Davis  24  Nov  (ph.  PEC).  An  imm.  light- 
morph  Ferruginous  Hawk  was  found  near 
Lake  Arthur  23  Nov  (ph.  PEC);  there  are  now 
about  a dozen  well-documented  state  occur- 
rences, but  this  was  only  about  the  fourth 
from  fall.  A Rough-legged  Hawk  on  the  im- 
mediate coast  just  e.  of  Belle  Pass  near  Port 
Fourchon  28  Nov  (ph.  DP)  became  just  the 
fourth  well  documented  in  Louisiana. 

RAILS  THROUGH  JAEGERS 

An  American  Coot  at  Cotile  Lake  4 Aug-1 
Sep  QVH)  was  obviously  a summering 
bird.  Common  during  spring  migration  but 
relatively  rare  in  fall,  reports  of  American 


This  Cory's  Shearwater  was  one  of  14  sighted  between 
65-125  km  southeast  of  Grand  Isle  during  a Gulf  of  Mexico 
pelagic  trip  off  southeastern  Louisiana  14  August  2012. 

Photograph  by  Donna  L Dittmartn. 


96 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


ARKANSAS  & LOUISIANA 


Hurricane  Isaac  made  landfall  as  a large  but  relatively  weak  Category  1 storm,  initialiy 
grazing  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River  on  the  evening  of  28  Aug  and  then  making 
a second  and  final  landfall  near  Port  Fourchon  early  on  29  Aug.  The  storm's  slow  forward 
speed  compounded  the  devastating  storm  surge,  which  impacted  much  of  the  coast  from 
Port  Fourchon  eastward,  with  particularly  heavy  damage  along  the  east  side  of  the  Missis- 
sippi delta  in  St.  Bernard  and  Plaquemines.  There  was  one  report  (about  a week  after  Isaac) 
estimating  thousands  of  dead  Clapper  Rails  and  smaller  numbers  of  dead  Mottled  Ducks 
and  other  species  of  waterbirds  along  a five-km  stretch  of  levee  e.  of  New'  Orleans,  Orleans 
{fide  Paul  Link,  Louisiana  Department  of  Wildlife  and  Fisheries).  Isaac  continued  at  a slow 
pace  on  a northwesterly  track,  being  downgraded  to  a Tropical  Storm  at  about  1 400  CDT  on 
29  Aug  and  maintaining  Tropicai  Storm  strength  as  it  passed  just  sw.  of  Baton  Rouge.  Isaac 
was  dowrtgraded  to  a depression  over  n.  Louisiana  on  the  afternoon  of  30  Aug. 

As  usual,  the  immediate  coast  could  not  be  monitored  for  bird  activity  due  to  evacuations, 
but  the  storm  was  mild  enough  to  allow  a few  birders  to  check  inland  bodies  of  water  during 
and  immediately  after  the  storm's  passage.  By  far  the  biggest  highlights  from  Louisiana  were  a 
Great  Shearwater  seen  from  the  causeway  across  Lake  Pontchartrain  30  Aug  (p.a.,  RST,  MB,  PvE) 
and  a Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  on  False  River  at  New  Roads,  Pointe  Coupee  30  Aug  {MMac, 
GFS,  ph.  RST,  ph.  MB,  PvE).  The  latter  bird  was  apparently  the  first  storm-petrel  ever  document- 
ed inland  in  Louisiana  as  well  as  the  latest-ever  Band-rumped  occurrence  for  the  state.  Aside 
from  modest  numbers  of  Magnificent  Frigatebirds,  Least  Terns,  an'd  BlackTerns  as  far  n.  as  Baton 
Rouge  and  False  River,  there  were  disappointingiy  few  inland  reports  of  obvious  pelagic/coastal 
species,  including  zero  Brown  Pelicans,  Laughing  Gulls,  or  pelagic  terns.  A few  other  mention- 
ables  included:  9 Royal  Terns  at  Baton  Rouge  29  Aug  (vt.  DFL,  MB  et  al.),  2 probable  Pomarine 
Jaegers  on  the  Mississippi  River  there  30  Aug  (GFS,  MMac,  DLD,  SWC),  a Pomarine  Jaeger  at 
False  River  30  Aug  (ph.  MB),  and  an  unidentified  jaeger  at  Kincaid  Lake  30  Aug  (JVH). 

Golden-Plovers  included  5 at  Catahoula 
Lake,  LaSalle  27  Sep  Oason  Olszak),  one  at 
the  Lacassine  N.WR.  Pool  Unit,  Cameron  26 
Oct  (DFL,  PvE,  Vivien  Chua),  an  ad.  still  in 
partial  breeding  plumage  in  St.  Martin  3 1 Oct 
(ph.  Michael  J.  Musumeche),  and  a juv.  near 
Thornwell  2 Nov  (SWC,  ph.  DLD).  Reports 
of  late-lingering  Wilson’s  Plovers  included  a 
remarkable  52  at  West  Belle  Pass  near  Port 
Fourchon  28  Nov  (DLD,  SWC)  and  3 just  n. 
of  Port  Fourchon  29  Nov  (SWC);  also  present 
at  the  West  Belle  Pass  site  were  nice  counts  of 
22  Piping  Plovers  and  (for  se.  Louisiana)  14 
Snowy  Plovers.  A belated  report  of  82  Spotted 
Sandpipers  along  Holly  Beach  and  Rutherford 
Beach,  Cameron  26  Jul  (PEC,  BMM)  was  pos- 
sibly a record-high  count  for  Louisiana  and 
probably  indicative  of  the  peak  of  fall  migra- 
tion for  the  species.  A Long-billed  Curlew 
near  Lacassine,  Jefferson  Davis  23  Nov  and  2 
Marbled  Godwits  near  Kaplan,  Vermilion  11 
Aug  (all  ph.  PEC)  were  unusual  inland.  A 
belated  report  of  a Dunlin  in  partial  breed- 
ing plumage  near  Crowley,  Acadia  28  Jul, 
and  another  near  Johnsons  Bayou,  Cameron 
9 Sep  (both  ph.  PEC),  were  best  treated  as 
rare  summering  birds;  fall  migrants  typically 
arrive  in  Oct  and  are  in  fresh  winter  plumage. 

Four  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  at  Slidell,  St. 

Tammany  21  Aug  (ph.  MMe,  Tom  Trenchard, 

GO)  were  noteworthy  for  the  n.  shore  of 


Lake  Pontchartrain;  3 at  Rutherford  Beach 
14  Oct  and  one  there  16  Oct  (ph.  PEC)  were 
relatively  late.  Also  very  late  were  2 Wilson’s 
Phalaropes  n.  of  Kaplan  21-24  Oct  (SWC, 
DLD),  2 near  Thornwell  27  Oct  (EIJ,  SWC, 
DLD),  and  one  at  Cameron,  Cameron  3 Nov 
(DFL,  EH). 

Rarely  sighted  in  fall  in  the  Baton  Rouge 
area,  a flock  of  about  40  Franklin’s  Gulls 
was  detected  passing  over  Baton  Rouge  21 
Oct  (DFL);  good  numbers  were  also  seen 
slightly  inland  in  the  Thornwell  area  25-27 
Oct  (m.ob.).  The  appearance  of  2 ad.  Lesser 


Only  aboyt  the  fourth  fall  record  for  Louisiana,  this  im- 
mature light-morph  Ferruginous  Kawk  was  a nice  find  near 
Lake  Arthur,  Jefferson  Davis  Parish  on  23  November  2012. 
Photograph  by  Paul  E.  Ceneyer. 


Black-backed  Gulls  at  Lake  Claiborne  30  Aug 
(ph.  JD)  coincided  with  the  passage  of  the 
remnants  of  Hurricane  Isaac  through  the  area; 
this  occurrence,  a first  for  n.-cen.  Louisiana, 
is  highly  anomalous  because  of  the  location 
and  early  date  and  because  the  birds  were 
adults.  Pelagic  terns  found  during  the  14  Aug 
Gulf  of  Mexico  boat  trip  included  a respect- 
able 4 Sooty  and  16  Bridled,  mainly  seen 
from  80-108  km  s.  of  the  Mississippi  River’s 
South  Pass  (DLD,  SWC  et  al).  Two  late  Black 
Terns  were  at  Cameron  10  Nov  (DFL,  EH). 
An  imm.  Parasitic  Jaeger  about  104  km  se. 
of  Grand  Isle  was  found  during  the  14  Aug 
pelagic  trip  (ph.  DLD,  SWC  et  al);  adding  va- 
riety was  a Pomarine  Jaeger  about  67  km  out 
(SWC,  DLD  et  al). 

D0¥ES THROUGH  FLYCATCHERS 

A belated  report  of  2 nestling/fledgling  White- 
winged Doves  at  Alexandria,  Rapides  28 
Jun  (ph.  Heather  Griffin)  further  confirmed 
breeding  in  cen.  Louisiana  (a  pair  with  a 
juv.  was  reported  at  nearby  Cheneyville  dur- 
ing summer  2008).  A Groove-billed  Ani  at 
New  Orleans  26  Sep  (Tommy  Harold),  and  a 
heard-only  bird  at  White  Lake  Wetland  C.A. 
headquarters  s.  of  Gueydan,  Vermilion  21  Oct 
(SWC),  made  the  only  reports.  Two  Eastern 
Whip-poor-wills  near  St.  Gabriel,  e.  Iberville 
14  Oct,  with  at  least  one  there  through  the  pe- 
riod, were  thought  to  be  returning  wintering 
birds  (DLD,  SWC).  Red-headed  Woodpeckers 
are  relatively  rare  on  the  immediate  coast,  so 
one  at  Oak  Grove,  Cameron  4 Oct  (RJS)  was  of 
interest.  Very  early  for  a migrant,  a Northern 
Flicker  at  New  Orleans  26  Aug  (EIJ)  was  more 
likely  a rare  local  breeder  or  post-breeding  dis- 
perser. An  Olive -sided  Flycatcher  at  Cameron 
Prairie  N.WR.  headquarters,  Cameron  16 
Oct  (ph.  PEC)  added  to  the  few  previous 
Oct  Louisiana  occurrences  and  was  just  one 
day  shy  of  tying  the  record-late  date  for  the 


At  least  two  of  Louisiana's  four  Rough-legged  Hawk  records 
supported  by  hard  evidence  (now  including  this  individual 
near  Port  Fourchon,  Lafourche  Parish  28  November  2012)  are 
from  the  state's  saltmarsh-dominated  southeastern  coast. 
Photograph  by  Dave  Patton. 
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Possibly  the  first  well-documented  record  for  southeastern 
Louisiana,  and  one  of  relatively  few  documented  during  migra- 
tion anywhere  in  Louisiana,  this  Willow  Flycatcher  was  found  in 
restored  scrub  habitat  near  Port  Fourchon,  Lafourche  Parish  10 
September  2012.  Photograph  by  Donna  L Dittmann. 


It  was  another  good  fall  for  Say's  Phoebes  in  Louisiana,  with 
at  least  six  reported,  including  this  bird  in  the  extreme  south- 
eastern part  of  the  state  at  Diamond,  Plaquemines  Parish  11-27 
(here  25)  November  2012.  Photograph  by  Phillip  A.  Wallace. 

state.  Eastern  Wooci-Pewees  at  Baton  Rouge 
31  Oct  (DEL)  and  6 Nov  (Jacob  C.  Cooper) 
were  late,  especially  for  Louisiana’s  s.  interior. 
Very  late  and  possibly  attempting  to  winter 
was  a Least  Flycatcher  near  Port  Fourchon 
29  Nov  (OLD).  A calling  Willow  Flycatcher 
near  Port  Fourchon  10  Sep  (SWC,  ph.  OLD) 
was  possibly  the  first  well-documented  fall 
occurrence  for  se.  Louisiana  and  one  of  rela- 
tively few  from  anywhere  in  Louisiana  away 
from  local  breeding  sites  in  the  nw.  part  of  the 
state.  At  least  6 Say’s  Phoebes  were  reported 
from  across  s.  Louisiana  during  the  period, 
making  for  that  species’  second  consecutive 
fall  “invasion.”  Possible  returnees  (located  at/ 
near  where  individuals  were  found  during  late 
fall  2011  and/or  winter  2011-2012)  included 
a record-early  bird  ne.  of  Thorn  well  19  Sep 
(SWC,  OLD)  that  was  relocated  and  better 
documented  21  Oct  (ph.  PEC);  another  was 
observed  nw.  of  Thornwell  21  Oct-r  (SWC, 
OLD  et  ah),  with  2 individuals  thought  to  be 
present  there  26  Oct  (CGB)  and  2 Nov  (DFL, 


EH).  Other  relatively  early  Say’s  were  spotted 
at  Rutherford  Beach  27  Sep  (Angela  Trahan, 
ph.  Molly  Richard)  and  at  another  site  e.  of 
Cameron  30  Sep  (ph.  PEC).  One  at  Diamond, 
Plaquemines  11-27  Nov  (ph.  PAW)  added  to 
the  few  prior  occurrences  for  se.  Louisiana. 
Modest  numbers  of  Vermilion  Flycatchers  are 
now  routine  in  fall/winter  in  sw.  Louisiana, 
but  singles  at  Fontainebleau  S.P.,  St.  Tammany 

23  Oct  (ph.  MMe)  and  at  Fort  Jackson,  lower 
Plaquemines  18  Nov-r  (ph.  PAW)  were  in  se. 
Louisiana,  where  more  unusual.  Another 
first  state  occurrence  was  a Dusky-capped 
Flycatcher  at  Cross  Lake  21  Nov-r  (ph.  TD, 
ph.  Charles  Lyon);  congratulations  to  Terry 
Davis  for  discovering  two  state  firsts  in  a 
single  day!  An  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  near 
Johnsons  Bayou  9 Sep  (ph.  PEC)  was  just 
one  day  shy  of  tying  the  early  fall  date  for 
Louisiana,  and  a very  rare  n.  Louisiana  indi- 
vidual was  noted  at  Cross  Lake  21  Nov  (TD, 
ph.  JT).  Relatively  late  for  the  Louisiana  inte- 
rior, a Great  Crested  Flycatcher  was  encoun- 
tered at  Lafayette,  Lafayette  8 Oct  (ph.  PEC).  A 
Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher  at  New  Orleans 

24  Aug  (ph.  Claire  Thomas)  was  about  the 
eleventh  for  Louisiana,  about  the  eighth  fall 
occurrence,  and  earliest  ever  by  about  two 
weeks.  Rare  Couch’s/Tropical  Kingbirds  in- 
cluded one  e.  of  Cameron  30  Sep  (ph.  PEC) 
and  one  at  Grand  Isle  14  Oct  (ph.  PAW,  R. 
D.  Purrington),  one  of  relatively  few  ever  re- 
corded in  se.  Louisiana;  both  were  silent  and 
in  a heavy  state  of  molt/wear,  precluding  iden- 
tification to  species. 

SWALLOWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Purple  Martins  have 
mostly  departed  the 
Region  by  the  end  of  Aug, 
so  of  interest  was  an  ex- 
ceptional count  of  650 
mainly  in  the  vicinity  of 
Creole,  Cameron  2 Sep 
(within  days  of  passage 
of  Hurricane  Isaac  to  e. 
of  there;  PEC,  BMM), 
a very  late  single  near 
Lake  Arthur  14  Oct  (ph. 

PEC),  and  an  incredibly 
late  bird  at  Lake  Martin, 

St.  Martin  23  Nov  (ph. 

Danny  M.  Dobhs),  which 
extended  the  late  fall  date 
for  Louisiana  by  about 
six  weeks.  A fairly  im- 
pressive Cave  Swallow 
movement  was  witnessed 
along  the  Cameron  coast 
27  Oct,  with  at  least  45 
counted  (PEC);  a few 


were  also  noted  in  the  Thornwell  area  25- 
27  Oct  (DFL,  DLD).  A major  incursion  of 
Red-breasted  Nuthatches  got  off  to  an  early 
start  with  Louisiana’s  earliest-ever  individual 
in  Ouachita  19  Aug  (only  one  previous  Aug 
occurrence  and  no  others  prior  to  mid-Sep) 
and  the  state’s  third  earliest  at  D’Arbonne 
N.WR.,  Union  18  Sep  (both  ph.  SLP);  the 
species  was  recorded  as  far  s.  as  St.  Tammany 
by  23  Sep  Qanine  Robin)  and  near  Johnsons 
Bayou  on  the  Cameron  coast  hy  4 Oct  (RJS, 
MW).  Thereafter,  reports  continued  to  pour 
in  from  throughout  the  state.  A Bewick’s  Wren 
at  B.R.A.S.S.  4 Oct  (MW)  was  relatively  early; 
interestingly,  several  of  Louisiana’s  earliest  fall 
occurrences  are  from  the  immediate  sw.  coast. 
Detections  of  single  Marsh  Wrens  in  a wooded 
Baton  Rouge  neighborhood  7 & 1 1 Oct  (DFL) 
added  to  the  relatively  few  early  fall  occur- 
rences of  obvious  migrants  in  the  s.  interior. 


Louisiana's  earliest  fall  occurrence  and  the  first  for  the  month 
of  August,  this  one-day-wonder  Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher  was 
an  excellent  find  at  City  Park,  New  Orleans,  Orleans  Parish  24 
August  2012.  Photograph  by  Claire  Thomas. 


A number  of  Louisiana's  early  to  mid-autumn  records  of  Couch's/Tropical  Kingbirds  involve 
silent,  immature  birds  that  also  exhibit  heavy  molt/feather  wear,  making  them  near  impos- 
sible to  confirm  to  species  using  wing  formula.  Such  may  prove  the  case  with  this  individual  at 
Grand  Isle,  Jefferson  Parish  14  October  2012.  Photograph  by  Phillip  A.  Wallace. 
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Purpie  Martins  typically  depart  Louisiana  very  early  in  fa!!  and 
can  return  as  early  as  midwinter,  but  the  species  was  undscu- 
mented  in  the  state  between  mid-October  and  mid-January— 
that  is,  until  this  bird  was  found  at  Lake  Martin,  St.  Martin  Parish 
23  Norember  2012.  Distinguishing  Purple  Martins  from  other 
similar  species  of  Props  martin  is  difficult  or  perhaps  impossible 
in  the  field.  Photograph  by  Danny  M.  Dobbs. 


Furnishing  Louisiana  with  its  first-ever  October  record,  this 
Lark  Bunting  was  at  Cameron,  Cameron  Parish  14  October 
2612.  Photograph  by  Paul  E.Cono¥er. 


The  season’s  earliest  reported  Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet  had  made  it  all  the  way  to  the  sw.  coast 
at  B.R.A.S.S.  by  16  Sep  (ph.  EIJ);  one  in  n. 
Louisiana  at  Athens,  Claiborne  23  Sep  QD) 
was  also  relatively  early.  A Chestnut-collared 
Longspur  near  Thornwell  4 Nov  (ph.  DFL) 
was,  amazingly,  just  the  second  fall  occur- 
rence for  sw.  Louisiana. 

A Northern  Waterthrush  near  Thornwell  2 
Nov  (DFL,  EH)  was  relatively  late  inland  of 
the  immediate  coast,  and  a Nashville  Warbler 


at  Metairie,  Jefferson  7 Nov  (ph.  Ed  Wallace) 
was  late  for  se.  Louisiana.  A Cerulean  Warbler 
at  D’Arbonne  N.WR.  22  Sep  (ph.  SLR)  pro- 
vided just  the  third  fall  occurrence  for  n. 
Louisiana.  A Magnolia  Warbler  at  Black  Bayou 
Lake  N.WR.,  Ouachita  26  Aug  was  relatively 
early,  but  a Chestnut-sided  Warbler  there  18 
Aug  (both  WM,  DL)  was  earliest  ever  for  the 
state.  There  were  two  reports  of  the  rare-in- 
fall  Black^oll  Warbler:  a very  early  individual 
at  B.R.A.S.S.  9 Sep  (ph.  PEC,  BMM,  DP)  and 
one  at  Metairie  7 Oct  (ph.  Beth  Wiggins).  A 
male  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  in  Union  28 
Oct  (Miriam  Davey)  was  just  the  third,  as  well 
as  latest  ever,  for  n.  Louisiana.  A nicely  docu- 
mented Audubon’s  Warbler  was  discovered 
at  Fort  Jackson,  Plaquemines  18-25  Nov  (ph. 
PAW).  A well-described  Townsend’s  Warbler 
at  B.R.A.S.S.  1 Oct  (BMM)  made  for  the 
third  consecutive  fall  that  this  casual  species 
has  been  recorded  at  that  location.  Another 
record-late  warbler  for  Louisiana’s  n.  inte- 
rior was  a Black-throated  Green  at  D’Arbonne 
N.WR.  22  Nov  (ph.  SLP). 

In  contrast  to  fall  2011,  there  was  but  a 
single  report  of  Green-tailed  Towhee,  a bird 
at  Johnsons  Bayou  20  Oct  (ph.  PEC);  simi- 
larly, the  only  report  of  Spotted  Towhee  was 
at  Johnsons  Bayou  11  Nov  (ph.  PEC).  Clay- 
colored  Sparrow  is  a relatively  rare  fall  mi- 
grant in  se.  Louisiana,  so  the  discovery  of  3 
near  Port  Fourchon  this  season  was  unan- 
ticipated: the  first  was  a very  early  bird  10 
Sep  (DLD),  followed  by  2 on  11  Oct  (SWC). 
Another  uncommon  bird  on  se.  Louisiana’s 
immediate  coast,  and  also  relatively  early, 
was  a Lark  Sparrow  near  Port  Fourchon  10 
Sep  (ph.  DLD);  of  interest  were  1-2  appar- 
ent wintering  birds  at  Harahan,  Jefferson  28 
Oct-H  (ph.  Lizette  Wroten).  A Lark  Bunting 
at  Cameron  14  Oct  (ph.  PEC)  was  about 
the  twelfth  for  Louisiana,  about  the  sixth 


fall  occurrence  (and,  surprisingly,  only  the 
second  for  fall  in  the  sw.),  and  the  first  for 
Oct.  Two  Grasshopper  Sparrows  reported 
from  Richland  1 Aug  (WM,  DL)  were  presum- 
ably rare  local  breeders.  A rare  and  relatively 
late  Western  Tanager  put  in  an  appearance 
at  Johnsons  Bayou  11  Nov  (ph.  PEC).  Two 
Bobolinks  in  a rice  field  at  Thornwell  2 Nov 
(EH,  DFL,  SWC)  made  the  only  report  of  this 
rare  fall  transient.  Three  Brewer’s  Blackbirds 
near  Sweet  Lake,  Cameron  30  Sep  (ph.  PEC) 
were  record  early  for  Louisiana.  Earliest  re- 
ports from  a decent  late  fall  and  early  win- 
ter showing  of  Pine  Siskins  included  one  at 
Baton  Rouge  24  Oct  (up  to  15  by  6 Nov)  and 
2 in  Kisatchie  N.E  near  Fort  Polk,  Vernon  27 
Oct  (all  DFL).  A female  American  Goldfinch 
near  St.  Gabriel  1 Sep  (SWC,  ph.  DLD)  add- 
ed to  the  few  other  late  summer/early  fall  s. 
Louisiana  occurrences  best  categorized  as 
post-breeding  wanderers;  the  species  is  at 
best  a rare  breeder  anywhere  in  Louisiana 
(evidence  circumstantial),  and  typical  fall  ar- 
rivals are  not  until  late  Oct/Nov. 
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Every  autumn,  a few  migratory  species 
seem  poised  to  winter  in  the  North; 
this  season,  most  won’t  have  survived 
the  bitter  late  November  cold  snap  that  saw 
temperatures  plunge  past  the  -40°  C mark. 
Birders  ferreted  out  a goodly  number  of  rar- 
ities, with  one  new  species  for  the  Yukon 
and  a possible  new  breeding  species  for 
Canada  this  season. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

A peak  count  of  3137  Greater  "White-front- 
ed Geese  was  recorded  at  Teslin  Lake,  s. 
Yukon  26  Aug  (AHM,  JJ).  Snow  Goose  re- 
ports included  38  at  Nikku  Island,  NU  6 
Aug  (KD),  400  at  Herschel  Island,  n.  Yukon 
22  Aug  (CEC),  and  100  at  Birch  Cr.,  NT  23 
Sep  (VSG).  A flight  of  950  swans,  most  Tun- 
dras but  with  a few  Trumpeters,  was  seen 
over  Whitehorse,  s.  Yukon  12  Oct  (CEC). 
A high  count  of  450  King  Eiders  along  with 
42  Common  Eiders  were  at  Arctic  Bay,  NU 
27  Aug  (CK,  TK).  Two  Black  Scoters,  cas- 
ual in  s.  Yukon,  were  at  Teslin  Lake  22  Sep 
(AHM,  JJ).  A stranded  Long-tailed  Duck 
was  rescued  at  Kugluktuk,  NU  22  Nov  (ph. 
CE’V).  Two  Ruddy  Ducks  at  the  n.  edge  of 
their  range  were  at  Gravel  Lake,  cen.  Yukon 
4 Aug  (SE).  Dusky  Grouse  is  localized  across 


s.  Yukon  and  is  infrequently  reported;  one 
was  seen  on  Donjek  Mountain,  sw.  Yukon 

15  & 17  Oct  QAB,  TS). 

Waves  of  migrant  Sandhill  Cranes  flying 
through  the  night  were  heard  over  Watson 
Lake,  se.  Yukon  10  Sep  (fide  SD).  Turkey  Vul- 
ture, while  still  very  rare,  is  now  considered 
annual  in  the  Yukon;  one  was  at  Felly  Cross- 
ing 20  Oct  (ph.  FA,  DT).  A small  movement 
of  raptors  over  Whitehorse  19  Oct  included 
30  Golden  Eagles,  12  Rough-legged  Hawks, 
and  3 Red-tailed  Hawks  (CEC).  Two  Golden 
Eagles  were  reported  from  Rankin  Inlet,  NU 
14  Oct  (BZ).  American  Kestrel  migrants  in- 
cluded 6 at  Birch  Creek,  NT  5 Aug  (VSG) 
and  17  at  Teslin  Lake,  s.  Yukon  10  Sep  QJ, 
SVD).  Two  Peregrine  Falcons  were  checking 
out  a flock  590  dabblers  at  Swan  Lake,  s. 
Yukon  8 Sep  (BD,  YBC).  A juv.  Common 
Ringed  Plover,  a Yukon  first,  was  first  de- 
tected by  call  as  it  blew  by  in  howling  winds, 
but  thankfully  opted  to  change  direction 
and  take  refuge  on  the  island  (ph.  CEC, 
RG).  A juv.  Black  Turnstone,  casual  in  s. 
Yukon,  touched  down  briefly  at  Teslin  Lake 
27  Aug  (AHM,  ph.  JJ).  Noteworthy  shore- 
birds  at  Drury  Creek,  s.  Yukon  were  a juv. 
Sanderling  24  Aug  and  a juv.  Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper  26  Aug  QB,  ph.  YL).  A flock  of  34 
Baird’s  Sandpipers  was  at  Marcil  Lake,  NU 

16  Aug  (CK);  a Purple  Sandpiper  was  there 


10  Sep  (CK).  A juv.  Red  Phalarope,  casual  in 
s.  Yukon,  made  a brief  stop  in  Whitehorse 
19  Oct  (ph.  CEC). 

GULLS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

In  Northwest  Territories,  3 Parasitic  Jaegers 
were  at  Yellowknife  on  Great  Slave  Lake  8 
Sep  (RH).  An  ad.  Thayer’s  Gull,  known  as 
“T4,”  was  seen  at  Whitehorse  27  Sep  (ph. 
CEC);  the  bird  had  been  banded  as  an  ad.  at 
St.  Helena,  NU  10  Jul  2003  (fide  KA).  Glau- 
cous Gulls  were  well  reported  across  the 
Region,  with  150  at  Lady  Franklin  Island, 
NU  5 Aug  (BK),  151  at  Marcil  Lake,  NU  14 
Oct  (CK,  TK),  and  a juv.  on  Mayo  Lake,  cen. 
Yukon  on  about  20  Oct  (BS).  Fifteen  Black- 
legged Kittiwakes  were  at  Uluksa  Point,  NU 
6 Oct  (CK).  Ivory  Gulls  are  always  note- 
worthy, even  in  the  North;  26  were  at  Pond 
Inlet,  NU  10  Oct  (WR).  Northern  Fulmar 
reports  from  Nunavut  included  10  at  Lady 
Franklin  Island  5 Aug  (BK),  37  off  Marcil 
Lake  21  Aug  (CK),  and  120  at  Pond  Inlet 
10  Oct  (WR). 

Does  Kittlitz’s  Murrelet  breed  in  the 
Yukon?  While  an  actual  bird  was  not  tech- 
nically seen,  and  there  is  some  error  associ- 
ated with  the  location,  a radio-tagged  indi- 
vidual was  tracked  to  a probable  nest  site  at 
2500  m on  the  coastal  side  of  the  St.  Elias 
Mountains  of  sw.  Yukon  in  Jun  (MK).  An 
unidentified  small  alcid  was  an  intriguing 
flyby  at  Teslin  Lake,  s.  Yukon  23  Sep  (ph. 
JJ,  AHM).  Totals  of  400  Black  Guillemots 
and  2 Thick-billed  Murres  were  recorded 
at  Lady  Franklin  Island,  NU  5 Aug  (BK), 
and  11  Black  Guillemots  and  450  Thick- 
billed Murres  were  at  Pond  Inlet,  NU  10 
Oct  (WR).  The  season’s  high  count  of  Black 
Guillemots  at  Herschel  Island,  n.  Yukon  was 
52  on  17  Aug  (CEC);  the  colony  there  had 
a successful  year,  with  20  nests  producing 
32  chicks;  a fledgling  chick  on  the  water  24 
Aug  (ph.  CEC)  was  perhaps  the  earliest  on 
record.  Two  Thick-billed  Murres,  casual  on 
the  Yukon’s  North  Coast,  flew  by  Herschel 
Island  19  Aug  (CEC). 

A Mourning  Dove,  rare  but  regular  in  the 
Region,  was  at  Yellowknife,  NT  25  Sep  (CM). 
Snowy  Owls  are  rare  on  migration  anywhere 
in  the  Yukon;  one  was  seen  at  Haines  Junc- 
tion 13  Nov  (DOF),  and  another  was  seen  in 
the  Davidson  Range  near  McQuesten  Lake 
in  mid-Nov  (SW).  An  incursion  of  North- 
ern Hawk  Owls  in  the  Yukon  produced  5 
along  a 10-km  stretch  of  the  Alaska  Hwy.  by 
Haines  Junction  and  another  at  Pine  Lake, 
sw.  Yukon  19  Oct  QAB);  4 along  the  North 
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Klondike  Hwy.  near  Whitehorse  4 Nov  (BD, 
ph.  CEC);  and  2 along  the  lower  Dempster 
Hwy.  8-9  Nov  (CEC).  A Great  Gray  Owl 
was  seen  along  the  North  Klondike  Hwy. 
at  Crooked  Creek,  cen.  Yukon  21  Oct  (BS); 
and  perhaps  the  same  bird  was  seen  in  the 
area  24  Oct  (ph.  NJ).  Short-eared  Owl  re- 
ports from  s.  Yukon  included  3 at  the  Ku- 
sawa  Lake  burn  19  Oct  (RC),  2 between 
Canyon  and  Champagne  12  Oct  (IS),  and 
one  at  Shallow  Bay  19  Oct  (BD,  CEC).  Pil- 
eated  Woodpecker  is  scarce  in  s.  Northwest 
Territories;  one  was  seen  along  the  Yellow- 
knife River  23  Sep  and  8 Oct  (CM;  LB). 

A Pacific-slope/Cordilleran  Flycatcher, 
likely  Pacific-slope  by  range  but  still  casual 
in  s.  Yukon,  was  banded  at  Teslin  Lake  26 
Aug  (ph.  JJ).  A Great  Crested  Flycatcher 
was  nicely  documented  at  Norman  Wells, 
NT  3 Oct  (ph.  DW),  Three  Eastern  King- 
birds, rare  in  the  Yukon,  were  seen  at  Al- 
bert Creek  10  Aug  (ph.  SD).  A count  of  20 
Black  -billed  Magpies  was  recorded  along  the 
North  Klondike  Hwy.  between  Lake  Laberge 
and  Carmacks  5 Aug  (MK).  American  Crow 
populations  in  the  Yukon  continue  to  grow; 

17  were  at  Watson  Lake  29  Aug  (ph.  SD). 
A Cliff  Swallow  at  the  very  edge  of  its  range 
was  seen  at  Cambridge  Bay,  NU  23  Aug 
(DS).  A lingering  European  Starling,  gener- 
ally rare  in  s.  Yukon,  was  seen  in  Carcross 

18  Nov  (DK,  ph.  NM).  A late  Gray-cheeked 
Thrush  on  the  Yukon  River  in  Whitehorse 
24-25  Oct  (ph.  CE,  SVD),  was  replaced  by  a 
late  American  Pipit  there  the  next  day,  which 
was  joined  by  2 more  on  29  Oct  (ph.  CEC). 
American  Pipits  were  on  the  move  at  Arc- 
tic Bay,  NU  16  Aug,  when  a flock  of  37  was 
noted  (CK).  Cedar  Waxwing  reports  from 
Northwest  Territories  included  counts  of 
3-5  at  Yellowknife  2-27  Aug  (RH;  VSG;  GV) 
and  4 at  Port  Simpson  7 Aug  (DT).  A total 
of  239  Snow  Buntings  was  tallied  at  Arctic 
Bay,  NU  16  Aug  (CK);  560  were  counted  on 
a drive  from  the  Alberta/Northwest  Territor- 
ies border  to  Yellowknife  13  Oct  (RH).  Rare 
warblers  at  Teslin  Lake  included  a Nashville 
Warbler  1 Oct  (AHM,  ph.  JJ)  and  a Cape 
May  Warbler  2 Sep  (AHM,  JJ).  A count  of  16 
Palm  Warblers  was  recorded  at  Tibbitt  Lake, 
NT  16  Sep  (LB). 

American  Tree  Sparrows  were  well  re- 
ported, with  16  at  Niven  Lake,  NT  16  Sep 
(RH),  10  at  Swan  Lake,  s.  Yukon  8 Sep  (BD, 
YBC),  17  at  Willow  Flats,  NT  22  Sep  (LB), 
and  a tardy  individual  that  lingered  through 
the  season  at  Mayo,  cen,  Yukon  (ph.  MOD). 
Five  Harris’s  Sparrows  were  at  Parker  Park, 


Yellowknife,  NT  20  Sep  (BF);  this  species  is 
amazingly  rare  in  the  Yukon,  so  a long-stay- 
ing imm.  male  at  Whitehorse  20  Oct+  (ph. 
CE)  was  enjoyed  by  many.  An  imm.  White- 
crowned  Sparrow  survived  at  a Mayo,  cen. 
Yukon  feeder  until  28  Nov  but  died  as  the 
temperatures  plunged  to  -47°  C (MOD).  A 
Golden-crowned  Sparrow  moved  between 
bird  feeders  in  downtown  Whitehorse  12 
Sep  (KW;  HG);  unusual  in  fall  was  an  ad. 
Golden-crowned  Sparrow,  together  with  an 
imm.,  at  a Whitehorse  feeder  15  Sep  (CEC, 
PS).  A juv.  male  Yellow-headed  Blackbird 
found  with  a broken  wing  at  Whitehorse 
22  Aug  (CH)  later  died  (ph.  ML).  Also  at 
Whitehorse,  a very  late  Rusty  Blackbird  was 
briefly  stunned  after  a window  strike  but 
quickly  recovered  27  Nov  (ph.  KW).  Scarce 
in  cen.  Yukon  was  a juv.  Brown-headed 
Cowbird  at  Mayo  10  Aug  (ph.  MOD). 

Good  numbers  of  migrant  Common  Red- 
polls were  noted  in  mid-Oct,  with  a flock  of 
100  at  Yellowknife  14  Oct  (VSG),  a flight  of 
2294  at  Teslin  Lake  12  Oct  QJ),  and  a flock 
of  500  with  2 Hoary  Redpolls  along  the 
Swan  Lake  Rd.  in  Whitehorse  21  Oct  (BD, 
CEC).  Small  flocks  of  Hoary  Redpolls  total- 
ling 63  were  seen  along  the  lower  Dempster 
Hwy.,  cen.  Yukon  9 Nov  (CEC).  A flock  of 
10  Evening  Grosbeaks,  sporadic  in  the  Re- 


gion, was  at  Eort  Liard,  NT  23  Nov  (OW). 
Four  House  Sparrows,  rare  in  Nunavut, 
were  photographed  at  Arviat  in  late  Nov 
(ph.  EO). 

Observers  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Freda  Alfred,  Karel  Allard,  Julie-Ann 
Bauer,  Jeremy  Baumbach,  Lucas  Berrigan, 
Richard  Cherepak,  Kathryn  Dickson,  Boris 
Dobrowolsky,  Susan  Drury,  Cameron 
Eckert  (CEC;  Yukon),  Susan  Elliott,  Charlie 
Evaglok  (CEV),  Bonnie  Fournier,  Richard 
Gordon,  Helmut  Griinberg,  Claudia  Ham- 
mig,  Abril  Heredia  Morales,  Reid  Hilde- 
brant,  Niels  Jacobsen,  Jukka  Jantunen, 
Mathias  Kaiser,  Brendon  Kelly,  Dan  Kem- 
ble, Clare  Kines  (Nunavut),  Travis  Kines, 
Yveltte  Lapage,  Craig  Machtans,  Meghan 
Larivee,  Nancy  Maides,  Mark  O’Donoghue, 
David  O’Farrell,  Eric  Ootoova,  Wayne 
Renaud,  Ben  Schonewille,  Pam  Sinclair, 
Terry  Skjonsberg,  Vicki  St  Germaine,  Doug 
Stern,  Douglas  Tate  (Northwest  Territor- 
ies), Don  Trudeau,  Shyloh  Van  Delft,  Dave 
Wilderspin,  Keith  Williams,  Ollie  Wil- 
liams, Stu  Withers,  Yukon  Bird  Club,  Gary 
Vizniowski. 


Cameron  D.  Eckert,  1402  Elm  Street,  Whitehorse, 
Yukon,  VIA  4B6,  (cdeckert@northwestel.net) 


The  Yukon's  first  Common  Ringed  Plover,  a juvenile,  touched  down  at  Herschel  Island  on  24  August  201 2.  This  photograph  well  illus- 
trates how  the  lower  edge  of  the  dark  lores  meets  the  bill  at  the  gape,  as  is  typical  of  Common  Ringed.  Photograph  by  Cameron  Eckert. 
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August  and  September  were  warm  and 
dry  throughout  the  Region,  but  Oc- 
tober and  November  brought  colder 
weather  and  some  early,  locally  heavy  snow- 
storms. October  was  the  first  month  in  a year 
and  a half  with  below-normal  temperatures  in 
southern  Manitoba.  Lasting  snow  and  general 
freeze-up  arnved  in  mid-November.  Northern 
owls  were  widely  reported  in  Saskatchewan 
and  Manitoba,  boding  well  for  the  winter.  A 
fabulous  cone  and  berry  crop  attracted  good 
numbers  of  Bohemian  Waxwings  and  the 
highest  numbers  of  Pine  Grosbeaks  and  both 
crossbill  species  outside  forested  regions  in  de- 
cades. The  migration  of  flycatchers,  Cathanis 
thrushes,  and  warblers  was  considered  early 
and  poor  in  southern  Manitoba.  Several  ex- 
ceptional rarities  included  a Common  Crane,  a 
Long-tailed  Jaeger,  and  two  Anna’s  Humming- 
birds in  Alberta,  plus  a Hepatic  Tanager  and  a 
Painted  Bunting  in  Saskatchewan. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

Snow  Geese  with  young  near  Delisle,  SK  2 Aug 
(JP)  likely  indicated  local  breeding.  A Brant  at 
Condie  Reservoir,  SK  7-9  Nov  was  a good  find 


(FK,  KM,  m.ob.,  ph.).  Scoters  were  scarce  in 
Manitoba,  but  Alberta  hosted  the  best  num- 
bers in  years,  including  6 Black  Scoters  at 
Glenmore  Reservoir,  Calgary  23  Oct  and  a sin- 
gle there  5 Nov  (both  RWe).  One  Black  Scoter 
was  at  Last  Mountain  Lake,  SK  20  Oct  (BL), 
while  a tardy  bird  was  at  Churchill,  MB  12  Nov 
(fide  BC).  Most  interesting  of  several  waterfowl 
hybrids  reported  in  s.  Alberta  was  a male  Red- 
head X Canvasback  at  Calgary  3 Nov  (TKo,  TT, 
AB).  High  tallies  of  Hooded  Mergansers  for 
Alberta  were  40  at  Astotin  Lake  30  Sep  (MS) 
and  55  at  Calgary  5 Oct  (BW).  Three  differ- 
ent Red-throated  Loons  were  found  at  Calgary 
between  19  Oct  and  4 Nov  (RWe,  BSt,  TKo). 
At  least  one  Pacific  Loon  was  at  Last  Moun- 
tain Lake  4-28  Oct  (BL),  while  a total  of  5 in 
Alberta  5 Oct-6  Nov  was  considered  average 
(fide  TKo),  A few  Least  Bitterns  in  Manitoba 
included  a late  bird  at  Hecla  PR  16  Oct  (BS). 
Saskatchewan  hosted  unprecedented  num- 
bers of  Great  and  Cattle  Egrets,  mostly  in  the 
area  n.  of  Estevan.  High  counts  were  45  Great 
Egrets  at  Midale  19  Aug  (GK)  and  103  Cattle 
Egrets  near  Lampman,  with  71  elsewhere  in 
the  area  3 Sep  (KH).  Manitoba  Green  Heron 
reports  came  from  Steinbach,  Oak  Hammock 
Marsh  WM.A.,  and  Petersfield  20-28  Aug. 
Ten  White-faced  Ibis  were  in  the  Fillmore,  SK 
area  7 Aug  (KH),  while  16  were  at  Whitewater 
Lake,  MB  29  Sep  (Nature  Manitoba). 

A Turkey  Vulture  at  Winnipeg,  MB  16  Nov 
was  late  (RP).  The  Rough-legged  Hawk  migra- 
tion was  poor  across  the  Region,  but  a nearly 
all-white  bird  near  Calgary  18  Nov  was  no- 
table (GH).  A tally  of  1200  American  Coots 
at  the  Shoal  Lakes,  MB  8 Sep  was  high  (KG). 
A Common  Crane  at  Dead  Horse  Lake,  near 
Hussar,  AB  6 Oct  (BA,  SC,  ph.)  provided  the 
third  report  for  the  province  and  Region  but 
likely  only  the  second  individual,  as  sightings 
in  1957-1958  were  believed 
to  have  involved  the  same 
bird.  The  shorebird  migra- 
tion was  considered  good  in 
Alberta  and  Saskatchewan 
but  did  not  draw  much  no- 
tice in  Manitoba.  A Black- 
necked Stilt  was  at  an  un- 
usual location  in  the  moun- 
tains at  Waterton  N.P.,  AB 
11  Sep  (B&DWph.).  Other 
stilts  included  9+  at  Francis 
Lake,  SK  4 Aug  (RD,  MD) 
and  10  near  Fillmore  8 
Aug  (KH).  Other  shorebird 
reports  of  note  included: 
1400  Lesser  Yellowlegs  near 
Blackie,  AB  6 Aug  (TKo);  a 
tardy  Ruddy  Turnstone  at 
Churchill  15  Nov  (fide  BC); 


This  odd  gull,  with  Ring-billed  Gulls  at  Blackstrap  Lake,  Saskatchewan  28  October  201 2, 
initially  defied  identification  but  was  eventually  determined  to  be  a "calico"  Ring-billed 
Gull.  A similar  (or  the  same?)  bird  was  apparently  seen  later  in  the  year  in  Colorado. 
Photograph  by  Stan  Shadick. 
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One  of  three  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  found  in  Manitoba 
during  fall  2012,  this  bird  was  at  St.  Georges  on  18  November. 
Photograph  by  Christian  Artuso. 


Beautifully  photographed  at  Cooking  Lake  on  3 September 
2012,  this  Long-tailed  Jaeger  provided  a rare  record  for 
Alberta.  Photograph  by  Gerald  Romanihut 


thousands  of  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  in  the 
Creelman,  SK  area  18  Aug  (KH)  and  1000 
near  Blackie  21  Aug  (TKo);  eight  Western 
Sandpiper  reports  in  the  Calgary  area  in  Aug 
(m.ob.,  fide  TKo);  a Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper 
with  Stilt  Sandpipers  n.  of  Blackie  25  Aug 
(TKo);  104  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  at  Oak 
Hammock  Marsh  12  Aug  (CA,  JS)  and  2 near 
Calgary  near  Herronton,  AB  22  Sep  (TKo);  and 
4 Red  Phalaropes  near  Brant,  AB  (TT,  AB)  and 
one  near  Blackie  4 Aug  (TKo). 

GULLS  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

A Sabine’s  Gull  was  at  Blackstrap  Lake,  SK  8 
Sep  (SS,  KW),  while  another  at  Delta  8 Nov 
(CC)  was  Manitoba’s  latest  ever.  A Little  Gull 
at  Hecla  14  Sep  (RS)  was  also  noteworthy.  An 
odd  gull  at  Blackstrap  Lake  28  Oct  was  even- 
tually identified  as  a “calico”  Ring-billed  Gull, 
showing  patches  of  leucism  and  melanism  (SS, 
Saskatoon  Nature  Society,  ph.).  Eight  Thayer’s 
Gulls  made  a high  count  in  the  Calgary  area 
3 Nov  (TKo,  TT,  AB).  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gulls  were  found  at  Whitewater  Lake  4 Sep 
(RC,  ph.),  the  “PR  227”  dump  near  St.  Am- 
broise,  MB  21  Sep  (CB),  and  St.  Georges,  MB 
18  Nov  (CA,  JS,  ph.).  Seven  Herring  Gull  x 
Glaucous  Gull  hybrids  were  noted  at  Calgary 
26  Oct-3  Nov,  including  5 on  the  last  date 
(TKo,  TT,  AB).  There  were  three  reports  of 
Glaucous  Gull  in  Saskatchewan  28  Oct-24 
Nov  (m.ob.),  but  not  a single  one  was  noted 
elsewhere  in  the  south.  With  fewer  than  10 
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PRAIRIE  PROVINCES 


This  Painted  Bunting  at  Creighton,  Saskatchewan  17  September  2012  visited  the  same  garden  as  a Rustic  Bunting  did  during 
the  winter  of  2009-201 0.  Photograph  by  Harvey  Schmidt. 


records  in  the  province,  a Long-tailed  Jaeger 
at  Cooking  Lake,  AB  3 Sep  was  a great  find 
(GR,  ph.).  Another  Long-tailed  was  reported 
without  details  at  Fort  Qu’Appelle,  SK  1 Sep 
(fide  KM).  An  unidentified  jaeger  was  noted  at 
Delta  8 Sep  (GS). 

Summering  Snowy  Owls  were  near  Francis 
Lake  4 Aug  (RD,  MD)  and  at  Sandy  Beach, 
SK  11  Aug  (RW).  Beginning  in  Oct,  Northern 
Flawk  Owls  drew  attention  in  s.  Saskatchewan 
and  Manitoba,  often  s.  of  their  usual  winter 
haunts;  details  will  follow  in  the  winter  report. 
The  only  Common  Nighthawk  concentration 
of  note  involved  130-r  birds  at  Pinawa,  MB  23 
Aug  (PT).  Calgary  hosted  2 Anna’s  Humming- 
birds; one  Jun-17  Oct  QZ,  ph.)  and  another 

22  or  23  Oct-8  Nov  (L&BT,  ph.).  A Rufous 
Hummingbird  was  a rarity  at  Warman,  SK 

23  Aug  (GU).  West  of  its  normal  range  was  a 
Red-headed  Woodpecker  at  Cypress  Hills,  SK 
26  Aug  (BP).  Three  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers 
were  reported  in  Manitoba  14  Oct-late  Nov 
(m.ob.),  while  one  at  Loon  Lake  17  Oct  QC) 
was  about  the  twelfth  for  Saskatchewan.  A leu- 
cistic  Pileated  Woodpecker  near  Water  Valley, 
AB  18  Nov  (TA)  must  have  been  a sight. 

Flycatchers  in  general,  and  kingbirds  in  par- 
ticular, departed  early  from  s.  Manitoba  (KG  et 
al).  A Say’s  Phoebe  at  Lauder,  MB  12  Sep  was 
a rare  local  find  (RM).  Northern  Shrikes  were 
prominent  in  s.  Manitoba  through  Nov.  An 
exceptional  movement  of  Clarks  Nutcrackers 
took  place  at  Plateau  Mountain,  AB  in  mid- 
Sep,  with  a peak  of  500-r  per  day  flying  south 
(PR).  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  staged  a major 
incursion  into  s.  Manitoba,  in  sharp  contrast 
to  their  near  absence  the  previous  fall.  An 
Eastern  Bluebird  at  Somerset,  MB  25  Nov  was 
very  late  (CC,  EC).  A tardy  Gray  Catbird  was 
at  Winnipeg  13  Nov  (BR). 

LONGSPURS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Several  observers  remarked  on  the  scarcity 
of  Lapland  Longspurs  during  migration.  Late 
warbler  sightings  of  note  included  a Black- 
and-white  Warbler  at  Mount  Lorette,  AB  21 


Two  Anna's  Hummingbirds  lingered  at  feeders  in  Calgary, 
Alberta  during  fall  2012.  This  bird  was  photographed  on  6 
November.  Photograph  by  Dan  Arndt 


Oct  (]D),  an  Orange -crowned  Warbler  at  Ed- 
monton, AB  11  Nov  (WB),  a Nashville  War- 
bler at  Exshaw,  AB  28  Oct  (RL,  VH),  a Cape 
May  Warbler  at  Cold  Lake,  AB  2 Nov  (fide  TH) 
and  another  at  Portage  la  Prairie,  MB  4 Nov 
(CB),  and  a Yellow-rumped  Warbler  at  Regina 
22  Nov  (TR).  Rarities  were  single  Black-throat- 
ed Blue  Warblers  at  Headmgley  MB  2 Sep  (BS) 
and  Kleefeld,  MB  22  Sep  (DF),  plus  lone  Pine 
Warblers  at  Winnipeg  16  (RS)  & 19  Sep  (RP). 

A Spotted  Towhee  at  Exshaw  24  or  25  Nov 
was  late  (NS).  Field  Sparrows  were  recorded 
in  each  province,  with  a bird  banded  at  Elkwa- 
ter  30  Aug  (fide  YA,  JH)  representing  the  sec- 
ond confirmed  record  for  Alberta;  other  singles 
were  at  Regina  29  Sep  (KM,  LK,  ph.)  and  Oak 
Hammock  Marsh  30  Sep  (JL,  PG,  m.ob.,  ph.). 
A Savannah  Sparrow  at  Clearwater,  SK  16  Nov 
was  tardy  (BL,  RD).  Undoubtedly  the  bird  of 
the  season,  a Hepatic  Tanager  at  Wadena,  SK 
2-16  Nov  (F&JS,  m.ob.,  ph.)  was  a first  for  the 
Region  and  only  the  second  for  Canada.  Sum- 
mer Tanagers  in  Manitoba,  4 in  total,  were  at 
Pelican  Lake  7-8  Aug  (KDS),  at  Victoria  Beach 
11  Aug  (GS),  and  at  Winnipeg  31  Oct  (NK) 
and  mid-Nov  (fide  SV).  A Painted  Bunting  at 
Creighton,  SK  17  Sep  (B&HS)  was  about  the 
sixth  for  the  province.  Reports  of  Dickcissels, 
often  carrying  food  or  with  young,  continued 
in  s.  Manitoba  until  mid-Aug  (m.ob.).  A Bull- 
ock’s Oriole  at  Pense,  SK  17  Oct  was  rare  (GP). 
A Baltimore  Oriole  lingered  at  Winnipeg  until 
mid-Nov  (fide  SV). 

Exceptional  numbers  of  Pine  Grosbeaks 
moved  southward  during  Nov,  e.g.  hundreds 
were  flying  over  Headingley  11  Nov  (BS).  A 
Cassin’s  Finch  at  Bragg  Creek,  AB  9 Nov  was  e. 


of  its  normal  range  (MW  ph.).  Starting  in  late 
Jul,  Red  Crossbills  irrupted  into  the  Region  in 
greater  numbers  than  anyone  could  remem- 
ber, with  tallies  dwindling  during  Nov.  Sound 
recordings  taken  m Manitoba  indicated  most 
if  not  all  were  western  Type  3 birds.  Similarly, 
White-winged  Crossbills  were  prominent, 
although  they  peaked  somewhat  later.  There 
was  a strong  movement  of  Evening  Grosbeaks 
from  late  Oct  through  late  Nov  through  s. 
Manitoba. 

Observers  (provincial  compilers  in  boldface): 
T.  Allison,  B.  Anderson,  C.  Artuso,  Y.  Attia,  A. 
Borgardt,  C.  Braden,  W Braun,  R.  Cannings,]. 
Catton,  B.  Chartier,  S.  Clarke,  C.  Cuthbert,  E. 
Cuthbert,  J.  Davis,  K.  De  Smet,  R.  Dudragne, 
M.  Dudragne,  D.  Fast,  K.  Gardner,  R Grieef, 

G.  Halmazna,  V Haynes,  K.  Hedegard,  T. 
Hindmarch,  J.  Hudon,  L.  Koepke,  N.  Koes,  T. 
Korolyk  (TKo),  G.  Kratzig,  F Kerbs,  R.  Lein, 
J.  Levac,  B.  Luterbach,  K.  Mann,  R.  Mooi,  K. 
Moore  (KMo),  B.  Parsons,  G.  Pawliuk,  J.  Poi- 
son, R.  Porteous,  T.  Riffel,  B.  Robinson,  G. 
Romanchuk,  P.  Roxburgh,  N.  Saunders,  B.  & 

H.  Schmidt,  S.  Shadick,  M,  Sharp,  B.  Shettler, 
R.  Staniforth,  B.  Storms  (BSt),  G.  Suggett,  F 
&rj.  Sundholm,  J.  Swartz,  R Taylor,  T.  Tim- 
mons, L.  & B.  Trevors,  G.  Urwin,  S.  Versluis, 
R.  Waters,  R.  Wershler  (RWe),  K.  Wiebe,  B. 
& D.  Williams,  B.  Wilson,  M.  Woertman,  j. 
Zarowski.  ($ 


Rudolf  F.  Koes,  135  Rossmere  Crescent, 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R2K0G1,  (rkoes@mymts.net) 
Peter  Taylor , P.  0.  Box  597  Pinawa, 

Manitoba  ROE  1L0,  (taylorp@granite.mb.ca) 
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Temperatures  and  precipitation  were  near 
average  for  most  of  the  season,  with 
the  exception  of  September,  which  was 
very  dry  in  North  Dakota.  The  migration  was 
described  as  lackluster  in  North  Dakota,  but 
numerous  interesting  vagrants  were  noted  in 
South  Dakota.  Red  Crossbills  began  a major 
invasion  in  August,  but  the  bulk  of  the  finch 
invasion  began  in  earnest  in  November.  A few 
Snowy  Owls  were  moving  into  the  Region  by 
the  end  of  the  season. 

GEESE  THROUGH  HERONS 

Casual  in  South  Dakota,  a Brant  was  in  Stanley 
23  Nov  (SS).  The  five  American  Black  Duck 
sightings  from  North  Dakota  included  west- 
erly reports  from  Williams  4 Aug  (REM,  CDE) 
and  Hettinger  6 Nov  (BG);  the  three  South  Da- 
kota reports  spanned  30  Oct-24  Nov.  Casual 
in  North  Dakota,  a Harlequin  Duck  at  Upper 
Souris  N.WR.  9 Nov  (REM,  SDL)  provided 
the  second  record  for  the  refuge.  Scoter  re- 
ports from  North  Dakota  usually  outnumber 
reports  from  South  Dakota,  in  some  years  by 
a factor  of  two  or  three.  This  year,  however, 
brought  the  opposite  situation.  Ten  Surf  Scoter 
reports  from  South  Dakota  spanned  5 Oct-17 
Nov,  with  reports  from  eight  counties.  Seven 
White-winged  Scoter  reports  from  seven  coun- 
ties were  noted  23  Oct-29  Nov.  Even  the  rar- 
est of  the  three  species  in  South  Dakota,  Black 
Scoter,  came  in  with  six  reports  14  Oct-3  Nov. 
By  contrast.  North  Dakota  had  only  eight  total 
reports  for  the  three  species.  Rare  in  Montana, 
a Black  Scoter  was  in  Great  Falls  12  Oct  (NK). 

Rare  loons  made  a stellar  showing  across 
the  Region.  A Pacific  Loon  was  at  Fort  Peck, 
Montana  21  Oct-4  Nov  (CC).  In  North  Dako- 
ta, Pacific  Loons  were  at  Upper  Souris  N.WR. 
19-25  Oct  (REM)  and  in  McHenry  20  Oct 
(REM,  CDE).  Five  Pacific  Loon  reports  from 
South  Dakota  spanned  23  Oct-12  Nov.  Un- 
precedented in  South  Dakota,  3 Red-throated 
Loons  were  tallied  this  fall:  in  Deuel  13-19  Oct 
(RDO),  Hamlin  23  Oct  (BJU),  and  in  Perkins 
28-29  Oct  (REM,  CDE,  ND).  A second  record 
for  South  Dakota,  a Yellow-billed  Loon  was  in 
Sully  12  Nov  (RDO). 


The  flood  of  Neotropic  Cormo- 
rant sightings  from  South  Dakota 
continued  this  fall,  with  six  reports 
from  six  counties,  3 Aug-29  Sep. 
Nearly  all  of  the  thirteen  or  so  sight- 
ings to  date  have  come  from  the  last 
three  years.  A rare  species  in  North 
Dakota,  an  impressive  five  Least  Bit- 
terns were  noted  at  Horsehead  Lake, 
Kidder  24  Aug  (LBA,  MJR).  Rare  but 
seemingly  on  the  increase  in  South 
Dakota,  Yellow-crowned  Night-Herons  were  in 
Bennett  22  Sep  (RSL)  and  in  Hand  25  Sep  (DB). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  OWLS 

Few  concentrations  of  migrant  raptors  were 
noted  during  the  period.  However,  a casual 
fall  migrant,  the  Red-shouldered  Hawk,  pro- 
duced a good  showing.  A single  21  Nov  in 
Jamestown,  ND  provided  the  third  autumn 
and  second  Nov  record  for  the  state  (LDl,  ALI). 
Three  Red-shouldered  Hawks  were  in  South 
Dakota,  with  singles  31  Aug  in  Hughes  (DB), 
8 Sep  in  Walworth  (RDO),  and  28  Sep  in  Mel- 
lette (SS).  Another  species  on  the  increase  in 
South  Dakota,  Common  Gallinules  were  noted 
in  three  ne.  counties  18-27  Aug. 

The  eighth  sighting  for  South  Dakota, 
a Snowy  Plover  was  in  Bon  Homme  4 Aug 
(RDO).  A Piping  Plover  was  late  18  Sep  at  Long 
Lake  N.WR.,  ND  (TJN,  MLF).  Another  tardy 
shorebird,  a Spotted  Sandpiper  was  at  the  Mi- 
not Sewage  Lagoons,  ND  18  Oct  (REM).  In 
South  Dakota,  a late  Spotted  Sandpiper  was  in 
Perkins  28  Oct  (ND).  A casual  migrant  in  North 
Dakota,  Red  Phalaropes  were  in  Stutsman  14 
Oct  (CDE)  and  17  Oct  (CS). 

It  was  a low  season  for  Sabines  Gulls,  with 
only  six  reports  received  from  the  Dakotas  22 
Sep-30  Oct.  A casual  migrant  in  South  Dako- 
ta, Little  Gulls  were  in  Charles  Mix  19-20  Nov 
(RM)  and  Grant  19  Oct  (BJU).  A late  Frank- 
lin’s Gull  in  alternate  plumage  was  at  Devils 
Lake,  ND  16-17  Nov  (REM,  CDE).  The  eighth 
and  ninth  reports  for  Montana,  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  were  at  Ft.  Peck  10  Oct-12  Nov 
and  21  Nov  (CC).  Casual  away  from  Garrison 
Dam  and  the  Bismarck  Landfill,  a Glaucous 
Gull  was  at  Devils  Lake,  ND  16-17  Nov  (REM). 
The  earliest  on  record  for  South  Dakota,  a 
Glaucous  Gull  was  in  Stanley  22  Oct  (RDO). 
A potential  second  record  for  South  Dakota,  a 
Glaucous-winged  Gull  was  reported  in  Wal- 
worth 24  Nov  (BJU).  The  eight  report  for  South 
Dakota,  a Great-black-backed  Gull  was  at 
Pierre  27  Oct-23  Nov  (RDO). 

Rarely  reported  in  fall  in  North  Dakota,  a 
Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  was  in  Ransom  25  Aug 
(KRC).  An  impressive  52  Northern  Saw- whet 
Owls  were  banded  along  the  Little  Missouri 
River  in  Billings,  ND,  including  18  on  21  Oct 


and  21  on  23  Oct  (ND).  This  first  attempt  at 
banding  in  this  area  suggests  that  the  river  val- 
ley is  a major  migration  route  for  this  species  in 
w.  North  Dakota. 

HUMMINGBIRDS  THROUGH  LONGSPURS 

A Rufous  Hummingbird  in  Douglas,  SD  6 Aug 
was  well  se.  of  the  species’  usual  migration 
range  in  the  state  (LY).  An  impressive  show- 
ing of  hummingbirds  was  reported  by  the  Min- 
eraths  in  Phillips,  MT  12  Aug.  Present  at  the 
feeders  that  day  were  Ruby-throated,  Calliope, 
Black-chinned,  and  Rufous  Hummingbirds 
(DHM).  A reflection  of  the  sad  state  of  affairs 
for  Loggerhead  Shrike  in  the  Region,  only  five 
reports  were  noted  for  South  Dakota  and  only 
one  for  North  Dakota.  Providing  the  second 
latest  records  for  South  Dakota,  Blue-headed 
'Vireos  were  in  Union  and  Lincoln  29  Oct  (ND). 
Casual  in  Montana,  a Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher 
was  in  Yellowstone  19-23  Sep  QC).  Two  Western 
Kingbirds  at  Worden,  MT  25  Sep  provided  the 
latest  sighting  for  the  state  by  two  weeks  (GZ). 
Common  Raven  sightings  in  South  Dakota 
continue  to  increase;  singles  were  reported  30 
Oct  in  Marshall  (BJU),  13  Nov  in  Hughes  (MO), 
and  22-23  Nov  in  Stanley  (RDO). 

Extremely  late,  a Violet-green  Swallow  was 
at  Yellowtail  Dam,  MT  10  Nov  (GN,  MW,  WC). 
Possibly  the  largest  flock  ever  reported  in  Mon- 
tana, 115  Purple  Martins  were  at  Westby  24 
Aug  (TN).  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  were  wide- 
spread, with  good  numbers  in  all  suitable  habi- 
tat. Carolina  Wrens  continued  their  push  into 
South  Dakota,  with  six  reports  from  six  coun- 
ties, including  an  individual  far  w.  in  Meade  27 
Oct  (AKB).  Providing  the  eighth  report  for  North 
Dakota  was  a Carolina  Wren  at  Jamestown  27 
Aug  QT).  Very  rare  in  fall  in  North  Dakota,  a 
Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  was  at  Bismarck  1 Sep 
(CDE).  A Mountain  Bluebird  was  at  Fargo,  ND 
31  Oct  (KRC);  the  species  is  casual  in  the  Red 
River  Valley  Furnishing  the  earliest  fall  record 
away  from  the  Black  Hills,  a Tovmsend’s  Soli- 
taire was  in  Lincoln,  SD  1 Sep  (AH).  A first  for 
the  Region,  a Yellow  Wagtail  was  reported  in 
McKenzie,  ND  27  Sep  (LL).  A good  movement 
of  Bohemian  Waxwings  began  early  Nov.  It  has 
been  a few  years  since  good  numbers  have  been 
seen  in  the  Region.  A nice  peak  of  190  Smith’s 
Longspurs  was  in  Deuel,  SD  19  Oct  (BJU). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Blue-winged  Warbler  was  late  in  Charles  Mix, 
SD  10  Sep  (RM).  Tardy  warblers  in  North  Da- 
kota included  a Cape  May  Warbler  in  Divide 
21  Oct  (REM,  CDE),  and  a Northern  Parula  in 
Sheridan  6 Oct  (REM,  SDL).  The  thirteenth  re- 
port for  North  Dakota,  a Townsend’s  Warbler 
was  at  Bismarck  17-19  Sep  (CDE).  Providing 
the  latest  record  for  Montana,  a Yellow-breast- 
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ed  Chat  was  at  Billings  20-26  Sep  QT).  Also  late 
was  a Yellow-breasted  Chat  in  Wells,  ND  1 Oct 
(LDJ).  A Green-tailed  Towhee  in  Fall  River,  SD 
3 Sep  QLB,  LB)  provided  the  fourteenth  report 
for  the  state.  Late  sparrows  noted  in  Flughes,  SD 
included  a Lark  Sparrow  and  a Nelson’s  Spar- 
row 28  Oct  (ND).  A third  record  for  South  Da- 
kota, a Golden-crowned  Sparrow  was  in  Min- 
nehaha 12-13  Oct  (MRZ).  A Summer  Tanager 
in  Fargo,  ND  12  Oct  furnished  the  fifth  fall 
report  for  the  state  (fide  KRC).  The  latest  ever 
for  North  Dakota,  an  Indigo  Bunting  was  at 
Bismarck  23  Oct  (DNS).  A late  Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak  was  in  Clay,  SD  30  Oct  (ND). 

Pine  Grosbeaks  staged  a good  movement 
into  North  Dakota  late  Oct-Nov,  the  first  no- 
table numbers  seen  in  several  years.  Purple 
Finches  and  Pine  Siskins  were  low  in  number, 
but  other  finches  invaded  in  droves.  A major 
Red  Crossbill  movement  began  about  mid- 
Aug  across  the  Region.  A few  were  confirmed 
as  Type  3,  and  the  majority  of  birds  noted  were 


thought  to  be  of  this  Type.  There  were  a few 
Type  2 individuals  also  recorded.  The  species 
was  recorded  in  no  fewer  than  2 1 counties  in 
North  Dakota,  with  a peak  of  50  in  Walsh,  ND 
26  Aug  OJ,  SS).  White -winged  Crossbills  were 
seen  in  12  counties  in  North  Dakota,  with  the 
majority  of  sightings  not  occurring  until  Nov. 
A peak  of  24  was  noted  at  Grand  Forks,  ND 
4 Nov  (SJA,  SR).  Common  Redpolls  staged  a 
major  invasion  into  the  Region  in  early  Nov: 
day  totals  of  over  1000  were  not  uncommon 
in  North  Dakota,  with  a peak  of  1870  in  Sheri- 
dan and  McHenry  25  Nov  (REM).  By  mid-Nov, 
South  Dakota  was  seeing  the  push  that  con- 
tinued into  the  winter  season.  Along  with  the 
Common  Redpolls,  a good  number  of  Hoary 
Redpolls  were  also  noted.  By  the  end  of  the 
season,  seven  reports  of  Hoary  Redpolls  had 
already  been  received  from  South  Dakota. 
Evening  Grosbeaks  were  almost  nonexistent; 
away  from  their  usual  haunts  in  the  Black 
Hills,  only  three  Nov  reports  of  single  birds 


were  received  from  the  Dakotas. 
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While  the  Region  suffered  from  the 
effects  of  the  excessive  summer 
heat  and  drought  that  affected 
all  taxa,  the  season  was  full  of  fascinating 
records  nonetheless.  Even  in  lean  years, 
autumn  still  provides  information  on  post- 
breeding season  populations,  and  move- 
ments during  stressful  periods  often  brings 
struggling  birds  to  interesting  places. 

While  limited  water  sources  can  concen- 
trate birds  in  ways  that  can  mask  population 


trends,  the  impression  was  still  that  general 
abundance  of  many  species  was  lower  in  the 
Region.  This  was  evident  in  an  eerie  absence 
of  birds  in  many  landscape  settings  in  Okla- 
homa and  Kansas  such  as  Hackberry  Flats 
and  Cheyenne  Bottoms.  While  it  is  difficult 
to  say  that  numbers  of  shorebirds,  gulls,  and 
terns  were  down,  sparrow  numbers  most 
definitely  were.  Perhaps  most  memorable 
was  the  appearance  of  almost  the  full  suite 
of  “winter  finches”  this  season. 

Abbreviations:  Cheyenne  Bottoms  (Chey- 
enne Bottoms  WM.A.,  Barton,  KS);  Hefner 
(Lake  Hefner,  Oklahoma,  OK);  McConaughy 
(L.  McConaughy,  Keith,  NE);  Quivira  (Qui- 
vira  N.WR.,  Stafford,  KS);  Red  Slough  (Red 
Slough  WM.A.,  McCurtain,  OK). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CARACARA 

Single  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks 
pushed  out  to  Phelps,  NE  25  Sep-8  Oct  QD, 
fide]G},  KS)  and  Rooks,  KS  10-16  Aug  QVK). 
Late  summer  reports  of  Greater  White-front- 
ed Geese  included  singles  in  Dakota,  NE 
(BFH),  Harlan,  NE  16  Aug  (G&WH),  and 
Ellsworth,  KS  19  Aug-8  Sep  (DK);  several 
summering  Snow  Geese  were  first  reported 
in  Aug;  1 1 were  at  six  locations  in  Nebraska 
and  Kansas  from  5 Aug-i-  (fide  WRS,  JK).  A 
Ross’s  Goose  was  early  in  Hall,  NE  7 Oct 


(TCo),  as  were  2 Cackling  Geese  in  Paw- 
nee, KS  19  Sep  (PJ  et  al.).  Large  fall  flocks 
of  Trumpeter  Swans  included  50-i-  in  Cherry, 
NE  29  Nov  (D&CN)  and  50  m Arthur,  NE 
25  Nov  (WF).  The  7 Trumpeters  In  McCur- 
tain, OK  28  Nov  (BH)  were  the  most  south- 
erly. Now  far  less  common  in  the  Region 
than  Trumpeters,  the  only  Tundra  Swans  re- 
ported were  3 in  Burt,  NE  12  Nov  (EB)  and 
5 in  Otoe,  NE  21  Nov  QG).  Mute  Swan  is  an 
enigma  in  the  Region;  imms.  that  appear  in 
fall  at  locations  where  previously  unreported 
appear  to  be  wild.  One  such  bird  appeared 
in  Riley,  KS  5 Sep  (DB).  American  Black 
Ducks  have  become  increasingly  rare  in  the 
Region;  one  was  in  Burt,  NE  1 Nov  (EB). 

Early  Kansas  Aythya  included  a Canvas- 
back  in  Ellsworth  8 Sep  (DK,  MR)  and  4 
Ring-necked  Ducks  in  Haskell  22  Sep  (JC). 
At  least  132  Greater  Scaup  were  reported 
in  Nebraska  and  Kansas;  the  largest  counts 
were  50  in  Sedgwick^  KS  both  4 6a:  25  Nov 
(PJ).  Of  9 Surf  Scoters  reported  10  Oct-19 
Nov  in  all  three  states  QWA,  JK),  7 were  in 
Nebraska  (fide  WRS).  Eleven  White-winged 
Scoters  were  reported  from  Nebraska  and 
Kansas  22  Oct-22  Nov  (fide  WRS,  JK),  in- 
cluding 3 in  Russell/Lincoln,  KS  19  Nov  (DK). 
Generally  the  rarest  of  the  scoters  in  the 
Region,  9 Black  Scoters  also  were  reported 
from  all  three  states  7 Oct-27  Nov  (fide  JL, 
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Only  Nebraska's  third,  this  Harris's  Hawk  was  found  dead  on  the 
highway  in  Lancaster  County  26  October  2012.  Photograph  by 
Mrs.  Jon  Barber. 


JWA,  JK);  one  in  Lancaster,  NE  7 Oct  (LE) 
was  early.  Six  Long-tailed  Ducks  for  the  Re- 
gion 2-30  Nov  (JWA,  fide  WRS,  JK)  matched 
the  fall  norm.  Lew  birders  have  reported 
Scaled  Quail  from  sw.  Kansas  recently  so 
one  in  Hamilton  1 Sep  (DEI)  was  noteworthy. 
Ring-necked  Pheasant  numbers 
were  significantly  depressed  in 
Kansas  “after  two  years  of  exces- 
sive drought  and  an  early  2012 
harvest”  QK). 

Six  Red-throated  Loons  were 
reported  from  five  Regional  sites 
3-20  Nov  OWA,  fide  WRS,  JK, 

JL),  the  latest  a rare  westerly  oc- 
currence in  Lincoln,  NE  9 & 20 
Nov  (TJW),  and  a good  tally  of 
14  Pacific  Loons  moved  through 
the  Region  28  Oct-29  Nov  (fide 
WRS,  JK,  JL),  including  6 at  Lake 
Tenkiller,  Sequoyah/Cherokee,  OK 
12  Nov  (JWA).  Early  Horned 
Grebes  were  2 in  Morton,  KS  8 
Sep  OM)  and  one  in  Rooks,  KS  8 
Sep  (JK).  Red-necked  Grebe  has 
become  a regular  fall  migrant  in 
the  Region;  Nebraska  had  3 birds 
10  Oct-3  Nov  OGJ,  LD,  MB, 

D&JP),  and  Kansas  had  2 from 
19-30  Nov  (DK,  MR,  SS).  McCo- 
naughy  is  a staging  area  for  up  to 
20,000  Western  Grebes  around 
1 Oct,  but  the  peak  this  season 
was  only  7500  on  28  Sep  (CNK, 

WRS).  Rare  in  e.  Kansas,  as  many 
as  7 Western  Grebes  were  report- 
ed this  season  3 Oct-14  Nov  (fide 


JK).  Clarks  Grebe  is  a low-density  migrant  in 
the  n.  portion  of  the  Region;  the  five  reports 
were  from  Nebraska  and  Kansas  4 Aug-1 
NovCJide  WRS,JK). 

Lone  northerly  Neotropic  Cormorants 
were  in  Pottawatomie,  KS  27  Sep  (BM)  and 
Mitchell,  KS  27  Oct  QVK),  while  up  to  5 
were  at  Red  Slough  7 Aug-4  Sep  (DA).  An 
impressive  tally  of  4000  Double-crested 
Cormorants  was  estimated  in  Sedgwick,  KS 
4 Nov  (PJ  et  al.).  Receding  water  levels  in 
some  Kansas  reservoirs  probably  concen- 
trated some  species,  including  250  Great 
Egrets  and  50  Snowy  Egrets  at  Tuttle  Creek 
Reservoir,  Riley  1 Aug  (TC,  ER).  The  only 
Tricolored  Herons  reported  were  in  Okla- 
homa, where  singles  were  in  Cleveland  4 Aug 
(RG),  Johnston  6 Aug  (J&CD),  and  Marshall  1 
Sep  (BD),  and  1-2  were  at  Red  Slough  14-21 
Aug  (DA).  Rare  in  w.  Nebraska  were  a Great 
Egret  in  Dawes  28  Sep  (WRS,  CNK),  Little 
Blue  Herons  in  Hayes  30  Aug  (WE)  and  Keith 
6 Sep  (CWH),  and  Green  Herons  in  Cheny 
10  Aug  (DH  et  al.)  and  Morrill  20  Aug  (LJH). 
A tardy  Green  Heron  was  in  Shawnee,  KS  1 
Nov  (DM).  The  late  summer  “mini-invasion” 
of  e.  Nebraska  by  Yellow-crowned  Night- 
Herons  extended  into  this  season,  with  1-2 
juvs.  in  Saunders  through  17  Aug  (JR,  EA, 
EOD),  3 in  Dakota  until  16  Aug  (BEH),  and 


one  in  Dodge  until  1 Aug  (D&JP);  new  sight- 
ings were  of  2 at  a different  Saunders  site  10 
Aug  (TGa)  and  a juv.  in  Nance  16-19  Aug  QJ, 
LR,  RH).  A westerly  Yellow-crowned  was  in 
Grant,  KS  1 Sep  (TE).  A Glossy  Ibis  was  re- 
ported at  Quivira  26  Aug  (PB),  and  a Glossy 
X White-faced  hybrid  was  at  Hefner  31  Aug 
(PV).  Away  from  Red  Slough,  5-7  Roseate 
Spoonbills  wandered  to  Johnston,  OK  2-23 
Sep  (DW,  BSh),  and  6 were  in  Choctaw,  OK 

24  Sep  (TS);  2 Wood  Storks  were  also  in 
Johnston,  OK  QuR). 

The  fall  peak  for  Turkey  Vultures  is  late 
Sep-early  Oct;  250  were  counted  in  Ford,  KS 
23  Sep  QC),  and  300  were  at  Topeka  27  Sep 
(DM).  Black  Vulture  is  now  not  unexpected 
in  cen.  Oklahoma,  with  2 in  Cleveland,  OK 

25  Sep  (DMc).  Tardy  were  2 Ospreys  in 
Osage,  KS  3 Nov  (MA,  JK).  Single  Swallow- 
tailed Kites,  part  of  a fall  incursion  into  the 
Midwest,  were  noted  in  Johnson,  KS  12  Aug- 

2 Sep  (RM,  m.ob.)  and  Marion,  KS  23  Aug 
(GY).  Part  of  a strengthening  trend,  Missis- 
sippi Kites  were  reported  widely  in  n.  parts 
of  the  Region:  at  North  Platte,  NE  (TJW),  in 
Johnson,  KS  (fide  JK),  and  at  Colby,  KS,  where 

3 were  present  18  Aug-1  Sep  (CK,  JK).  The 
Ogallalla,  NE  Mississippi  Kites  continue  to 
do  well;  36  were  in  the  air  1 1 Sep  (JO),  while 
singles  in  Sarpy,  NE  22  Sep  QT)  and  Tulsa, 

OK  23  Oct  (PR)  were  late. 
Live  Northern  Goshawks  re- 
ported in  Nebraska  and  Kan- 
sas 26  Oct-24  Nov  (MB,  JN, 
JRo)  made  a typical  showing. 
A major  surprise  was  Nebras- 
ka’s third  Harris’s  Hawk,  a 
road-killed  bird  found  in  Lan- 
caster 26  Oct  0GB,  fide  JGJ; 
ph.).  A late  Broad- winged 
Hawk  was  at  Hackberry  Plat 
20  Oct  (L&MT);  10  were  re- 
ported in  w.  Kansas  3-23  Sep 
(fide  JK).  A very  late  imm. 
Swainson’s  Hawk  was  at  Red 
Slough  19  Nov  (DA).  Perru- 
ginous  Hawks  ventured  east- 
ward to  Douglas,  KS  11  Nov 
(MA),  a dark-morph  bird  was 
in  Stafford,  KS  26  Oct  (MR), 
and  a juv.  was  in  Knox,  NE  26 
Oct  (MB).  A significant  sur- 
prise was  the  injured  Crest- 
ed Caracara  picked  up  near 
Genoa,  NE  14  Jul;  the  bird 
was  eventually  transferred 
to  Raptor  Recovery  11  Nov, 
where  it  was  photographed 
(BE,  fide  JGJ);  another  cara- 
cara was  found  in  Bryan,  OK 
3 Oct  OeH). 


Among  an  array  of  Crested  Caracaras  in  the  Southern  Great  Plains  in  recent  years,  this  bird 
turned  up  north  of  Durant,  Bryan  County,  Oklahoma  i October  201 2.  Photograph  by  Jerry  Hoyt. 
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Adult  Soras  were  photographed  with  a juvenile  at  Fontenelle  Forest,  Sarpy  County,  Nebraska  28  Septem- 
ber 201  2;  local  nesting  is  suspected.  Photograph  by  Phil  Swanson. 


RAILS  THROUGH  TERNS 

The  only  Yellow  Rails  reported  were 
singles  in  Douglas,  NE  3 Oct  QR)  and 
at  Red  Slough  25  Sep  (TS),  the  latter 
a little  early  for  Oklahoma.  The  lack 
of  reports  from  Kansas  of  Yellow, 

Black,  and  King  Rails  was  attribut- 
able to  drought  conditions  there 
(JK).  Four  Virginia  Rails  at  Quivira 
9 Nov  (MR)  were  tardy,  as  was  a 
Sora  in  Ellsworth,  KS  4 Nov  (MR). 

A juv.  Sora  among  the  2-5  seen  in  a 
swampy  stream  in  floodplain  forest 
in  Sarpy,  NE  27  Aug-10  Oct  (RB, 

PS,  JR,  m.ob.)  suggested  possible 
breeding.  Purple  Gallinule  is  expect- 
ed in  the  Region  only  at  Red  Slough, 
where  up  to  4 ads.  and  2 juvs.  were 
present  through  25  Sep  (DA).  The 
only  reports  of  Common  Gallinule 
were  from  Red  Slough,  where  up  to 
7 were  found  through  25  Sep,  with 
one  lingering  through  16  Oct  (DA).  Their 
absence  from  Kansas  was  noteworthy,  again 
due  to  drought  conditions  QR)-  The  high 
Sandhill  Crane  count  at  Quivira  was  17,750 
on  5 Nov  QB,  ER,  HT),  historically  a moder- 
ate tally.  Whooping  Cranes  passed  through 
the  Region  on  schedule  16  Oct-28  Nov,  in- 
cluding an  impressive  total  of  68  ads.  and  10 
juvs.  using  Quivira  1-28  Nov  (BJ);  first  was 
one  in  Canadian,  OK  16-20  Oct  (MJ,  m.ob.); 
the  2 at  Hefner  21-22  Nov  attracted  a lot  of 
local  attention  (SH,  m.ob.). 

The  30  Black-bellied  Plovers  at  Quivira  19 
Sep  (PJ  et  al.)  made  a high  fall  count.  Strag- 
gling plovers  included  10  American  Golden- 
Plovers  at  Quivira  9 Nov  (MR),  a Snowy 
Plover  in  Cleveland,  OK  14  Oct  (BD,  RG), 
and  a Semipalmated  Plover  at  Quivira  17 
Nov  OLa.  BS).  Five  reports  of  Piping  Plovers 
involved  a total  of  only  9 birds;  one  was  in 
Lancaster,  NE  31  Aug  (LE),  2 were  in  Doug- 
las, KS  4 Aug  OK)  and  1 Sep  (MA),  one  was 
in  Sumner,  KS  9 Sep  (MT,  GY),  and  2-4  were 
in  Rogers,  OK  4-5  Sep  (JWA).  Mountain  Plo- 
vers migrate  through  the  w.  part  of  the  Re- 
gion sometimes  in  appreciable  numbers;  the 
136  in  Morton,  KS  1 Sep  (KG  et  al.)  furnished 
fourth  highest  fall  count  for  the  state.  Seven 
in  Ford,  KS  14  Oct  (ph.  JC)  were  easterly  and 
late  OK).  Black-necked  Stilt  numbers  were 
unremarkable,  likely  due  to  dry  conditions; 
singles  in  Oklahoma,  OK  5 Aug  (MJ),  Riley, 
KS  26  Aug  (BS),  and  Miami,  KS  29  Aug  OW) 
were  easterly.  More  American  Avocets  than 
usual  were  reported  in  the  e.  part  of  the 
Region;  about  40  were  in  e.  Nebraska  (fide 
WRS)  and  2 at  Red  Slough  30  Oct  (DA).  A 
record-high  Nebraska  count,  1100  avocets 
were  in  the  w.  Sandhills  5 Sep,  including 


654  at  a single  lake  n.  of  Lakeside  OQ],  LD). 
A Spotted  Sandpiper  at  Cheyenne  Bottoms 
2 1 Oct  (RGr)  was  tardy,  as  was  a Solitary  in 
Shawnee,  KS  14  Oct  (DL).  A trip  through  w. 
Kansas  1-2  Sep  found  several  juv.  Solitaries, 
including  7 cinnamomea  and  2 solitaria  (NA, 
WCT,  MG,  JK);  Nebraska  also  hosts  about 
equal  numbers  of  these  subspecies,  which 
are  distinguishable  in  the  field  as  juvs.  in 
some  cases,  though  intergrades  certainly 
occur.  A Willet  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  22  Sep 
(B&DW,  AK)  was  tardy.  Whimbrel  is  a fall 
rarity  in  the  Region;  singles  were  in  Wagoner, 
OK  26  Aug  (SM  et  al.)  and  in  Nowata,  OK 
3 Sep  (SM  et  al.).  A tardy  Marbled  Godwit 
was  in  Coffey,  KS  20  Oct  (WE,  TR,  NV,  GYe). 
A rare  migrant  in  the  Region,  only  2 Ruddy 
Turnstones  were  reported:  in  Seward,  NE  3 
Sep  (TJW)  and  Douglas,  KS  1 Sep  (MA).  Red 
Knot  is  also  a rare  Regional  migrant;  an  ad. 
was  in  Riley,  KS  19  Aug  Tardy  sand- 
pipers included  a Sanderling  in  Osage,  KS 
3 Nov  (MA,  JK);  a juv.  Semipalmated  Sand- 
piper at  Quivira  18  Nov  QLa.  BS);  a Bairds 
Sandpiper  in  Dodge,  NE  14  Nov  (D&JP),  2 
at  Quivira  16  Nov  (MR),  and  2 in  Sedgwick, 
KS  24  Nov  QC,  CM);  a Pectoral  Sandpiper  in 
Dodge,  NE  14  Nov  (D65:JP);  and  4 Stilt  Sand- 
pipers in  Wabaunsee,  KS  2 Nov  (ER).  Kansas 
had  the  largest  counts  of  Buff-breasted  Sand- 
pipers, with  152  in  Riley  1 Aug  (TC,  ER)  and 
121  in  Sumner  15  Sep  (GY).  Only  11  Short- 
billed Dowitchers  were  reported,  all  from 
Nebraska  and  Kansas  8-26  Aug  (fide  WRS, 
JK).  Westerly  American  Woodcocks  were  in 
Barton,  KS  12  Oct  (GPi)  and  Sheridan,  NE  14 
Nov  (fide  KD).  Red-necked  Phalarope  is  un- 
common in  the  e.  part  of  the  Region;  8 were 
reported  from  e.  Nebraska  and  e.  Kansas  14 


Aug-29  Sep  (fide  WRS, 
JK).  A Red  Phalarope  12 
Aug  at  Hefner  (PV)  was 
exceptional  so  early;  a 
juv.  was  in  Lancaster,  NE 
27  Oct  OGJ). 

A Black-legged  Kitti- 
wake  was  photographed 
in  Lancaster,  NE  4 Nov 
(SMa,  RMa).  A typical 
fall  for  Sabine’s  Gull  pro- 
vided reports  of  10  birds 
from  all  three  states  mid- 
Sep-mid-Oct;  late  were 
singles  in  Marion,  KS  28 
Oct  (HA)  and  Douglas, 
KS  27  Oct-21  Nov  (fide 
JK).  Bonaparte’s  Gulls 
arrived  early  in  Kansas, 
with  one  in  Miami  1 Sep 
(EL,  ML);  good  numbers 
in  Kansas  included  2000 
in  Riley  19  Nov  (JLa)  and  1000  in  Douglas 
10  Nov  (JK,  JW  NV).  Kansas  had  four  re- 
ports of  Laughing  Gull,  singles  in  Douglas  22 
Jul-8  Aug  (MA,  JK),  Riley  7 Sep  (TC),  Geaiy 
15  Sep  (ML,  BS),  and  Butler  3 Oct  (GY);  2 
were  in  Rogers,  OK  2 Sep  QWA),  for  a mod- 
est Regional  showing.  “Accurately  estimating 
quantities  of  Franklin’s  Gull  on  Kansas  reser- 
voirs remains  a challenge”  QK),  as  indicated 
by  the  huge  numbers  reported  from  that 
state;  estimates  included  up  to  500,000  in 
Douglas  3 Oct  (TB,  MSt,  GY),  150,000  there 
5 Oct  (MA),  and  100,000  in  Marion  14  Oct 
(CM).  Rare  away  from  McConaughy  in  the 
Region,  California  Gulls  were  in  Scotts  Bluff, 
NE  28  Sep  (WRS,  CNK),  Lincoln,  NE  16-26 
Nov  (1-2;  TJW),  and  Butler,  KS  3 Oct  (ad.; 
GY).  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  is  now  an 
uncommon  migrant  in  the  Region;  all  three 
states  hosted  at  least  one,  with  reports  of  6 
birds  in  all  7 Aug-24  Nov  (fide  WRS,  JK,  JL). 
A few  Least  Terns  away  from  traditional  loca- 
tions were  one  in  Sheridan,  NE  17  Aug  (WE), 
2-3  in  Douglas,  KS  5-8  Aug  (MA,  m.ob.),  and 
2 in  Miami,  KS  3 Aug  (NA,  CF,  MG).  Com- 
mon Tern  is  an  uncommon  migrant  in  the 
fall;  about  17  were  reported  15  Aug-21  Sep 
(fide  JK,  JWA,  JL),  with  one  in  Riley,  KS  20 
Oct-17  Nov  (ph.  JRo,  GH)  providing  the 
latest  date  for  Kansas.  The  fifth  Arctic  Tern 
for  Nebraska  was  a first-cycle  bird  at  Lewis 
and  Clark  Lake,  Cedar  20  Oct  (MB),  also  the 
latest  date  for  Nebraska.  Two  Forster’s  Terns 
at  McConaughy  17  Nov  (tTJW)  were  record 
late  for  Nebraska. 

DOVES  THROUGH  RAVENS 

White-winged  Dove  continues  to  move 
northward  and  consolidate,  notably  in  Kan- 


VOLUME  67  (2013)  • NUMBER  1 


107 


SOUTHERN  GREAT  PLAINS 


Red  Phalarope  is  rare  and  irregular  in  fall  in  the  Southern  Great  Plains.  This  adult  appeared  at  Lake 
Hefner,  Oklahoma  on  the  exceptionally  early  date  of  9 August  201 2.  Photograph  by  Patricia  Velte. 


sas,  where  30  were  at  Sa- 
lina  21  Aug  (BG)  and  25 
in  McPherson  1 Sep  (MHe); 
a northerly  lingerer  was 
in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  13  Nov 
(KD).  A Greater  Roadrun- 
ner  in  Pawnee,  KS  28  Nov 
(SS)  was  at  the  n.  edge  of  its 
Regional  range.  Following 
last  winters  major  invasion 
of  Snowy  Owls,  reports  this 
fall  indicated  a significant 
“echo,”  with  five  reports 
from  Nebraska,  the  earli- 
est in  Cass  6 Nov  (BE,  fide 
JGJ).  Burrowing  Owls,  now 
scarce,  were  noted  at  Qui- 
vira  9-22  Sep  (BJ)  and  in 
Lancaster,  NE  24  Sep  (fide 
WRS),  the  latter  a rare  east- 
erly report.  Two  Barred  Owls  in  Clark,  KS 
5 Nov  (JC,  MU)  indicated  continued  west- 
ward expansion.  Tardy  goatsuckers  included 
a Common  Nighthawk  in  Sarpy,  NE  10  Oct 
OR,  SMa),  a Common  Poorwill  in  Morton, 
KS  27  Nov  OC-  ER.  HT),  and  an  Eastern 
Whip-poor-will  in  Sedgwick  1 Oct  OC,  CM). 
A westerly  Eastern  Whip-poor-will  was  in 
Ellsworth,  KS  6 Sep  (DK).  Chimney  Swift 
roosts  in  large  numbers  in  suitable  structures 
in  fall,  such  as  the  5000  at  Topeka,  KS  28 
Sep  OHa). 

A small  population  of  Lewis’s  Woodpeck- 
ers first  noticed  in  2010  in  Sowbelly  Can- 


yon, Sioux,  NE  continued,  with  6 birds  there 
7 Aug  (DH  et  al).  A westerly  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker  was  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  22  Sep 
(AK),  where  the  species  is  slowly  establish- 
ing itself.  Red-naped  Sapsucker  is  a rare 
migrant  through  the  Nebraska  Panhandle; 
singles  were  at  different  Scotts  Bluff  sites  11 
(AK)  & 30  Sep  (KD).  Ladder-backed  Wood- 
pecker is  a low-density  resident  in  extreme 
sw.  Kansas;  one  in  Seward  2 Sep  (DKi)  was 
somewhat  easterly. 

An  early  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  arrived  in 
Cleveland,  OK  8 Aug  (RG).  Western  Wood- 
Pewee  is  a regular  migrant  through  w.  Kan- 


sas, where  14  were  reported  1-9 
Sep,  but  Eastern  Wood-Pewee  is 
rare  there;  an  Eastern  was  found  4 
Sep  (all  fide  JK).  A late  breeding  re- 
port for  Eastern  Wood-Pewee  was 
of  ads.  feeding  fledged  young  in 
Sarpy,  NE  15  Aug  (CNK).  Acadian 
Flycatcher  is  seldom  encountered 
after  the  breeding  season  QK),  so 
2 in  Johnson,  KS  8 Sep  (TR)  were 
noteworthy.  The  only  reports  of 
Hammond’s  Flycatcher  were  from 
Scotts  Bluff,  NE,  where  singles  were 
found  6 (KD,  MS,  ph.)  & 22  Sep 
(KD,  AK),  the  latter  record  late  by 
one  day.  Dusky  Flycatcher  reports 
included  3 birds  in  w.  Kansas  1-8 
Sep  (fide  JK).  Cordilleran  Fly- 
catcher, a rare  migrant,  was  found 
in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  25  Aug  (AK)  and 
6 Sep  (KD,  MS,  ph.).  A Say’s  Phoebe  in  Har- 
vey, KS  15  Sep  (CS)  was  easterly.  At  least  one 
of  the  Great  Kiskadees  summering  at  Red 
Slough  remained  until  3 Sep  (DA).  A Cas- 
sin’s  Kingbird  in  Pawnee,  KS  18  Sep  (SS)  was 
easterly.  Tardy  kingbirds  included  a Western 
in  Marshall,  OK  30  Sep  (BA)  and  2 Easterns 
in  Johnson,  KS  26  Sep  (TSw),  Good  kingbird 
counts  included  100  Easterns  in  Riley,  KS  25 
Aug  (BB)  and  53  Scissor-taileds  in  Sumner  15 
Sep  (GY). 

An  imm.  Northern  Shrike  in  Pawnee,  KS 
4 Oct  (SS)  was  record  early  for  the  state  by 
one  day  QK).  Near  record  late  was  a singing 
Bell’s  Vireo  in  Osage,  KS  20  Oct  (WE,  TR, 
NV,  GYe).  Five  Plumbeous  Vireos  were  noted 
along  the  w,  edge  of  the  Region  in  all  three 
states  30  Aug-20  Sep  (AD,  KD,  TE,  PJ  et  al, 
BC).  Five  Cassin’s  Vireos,  a rarer  fall  migrant, 
were  reported  in  w.  Nebraska,  including  sin- 
gles banded  in  Scotts  Bluff  14  & 20  Sep  (MM, 
AK)  and  one  in  Greeley,  KS  1 Sep  (NA,  WCT, 
MG,  JK,  ph.).  In  Kansas,  7 Philadelphia  Vir- 
eos were  grounded  by  overnight  rain  in  Linn 
15  Sep  (MMc),  and  the  state’s  total  of  19 
(Jide  JK)  included  westerly  singles  in  Wichita 
20  Sep  (PJ  et  al.),  Pawnee  28  Sep  (SS),  and 
Ford  30  Sep  QO-  Eight  Steller’s  Jays  were 
in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  15  Sep-i-  (fide  WRS);  one 
other  was  at  a feeder  at  McConaughy  8-17 
Nov  (ph.  JBe,  TJW).  A Western  Scrub-Jay 
wandered  to  Morton,  KS  1 Sep  (KG  et  al.), 
and  2 were  there  17  Nov  QC,  ER,  HT).  A 
flock  of  7 Pinyon  Jays  were  e.  of  the  Pan- 
handle in  Ogallala,  Keith,  NE  6 Nov  (CWH). 
Chihuahuan  Raven  has  been  the  “default” 
raven  in  sw.  Kansas;  4 were  in  Morton  and 
Stevens  1-8  Sep  (fide  JK),  and  unidentified 
ravens  included  5 in  Morton  19  Oct  (JC)  and 
2 in  Hafriilton  17  Nov  (JC).  Two  Common 
Ravens  in  Morton  22  Sep-20  Oct  (JC)  were 


C A Western  hummingbirds  put  on  quite  a show  in  w.  Kansas,  with  51  individuals  of 
uJsian  amazing  seven  species  in  Tom  and  Sarah  Shane's  Finney  yard  alone  (T&SS,  fide 
JK).  Selasphorus  visitors  there  included  at  least  18  Broad-taileds  5 Aug-18  Oct,  22  Cal- 
liopes 1 2 Aug-22  Sep,  and  33+  Rufous  3 Aug-4  Sep.  It  was  thought  that  the  high  num- 
bers might  have  resulted  from  dry  conditions,  which  reduced  food  availability.  No  fewer 
than  5 Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds  were  at  the  Shanes' feeders  1 8 Sep-9  Oct,  a reflec- 
tion of  the  accumulating  westerly  reports  for  this  species  both  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska; 
in  the  latter  state,  another  was  in  Scotts  Bluffs  Aug  (KD,  DH),  and  a male  was  videotaped 
in  an  Ogallala  yard  2 Sep  (CWH).  Late  Ruby-throateds  were  at  Lincoln,  NE  4-14  Oct  (JGJ) 
and  in  Shawnee,  KS  1 3 Oct  (DL).  Black-chinned  Hummingbird  continues  to  be  reported 
in  good  numbers  from  sw.  Kansas,  with  1 1 + in  Finney  and  Morton  6 Aug-9  Oct  (fide  JK). 
Given  the  hummer  counts  in  the  Shanes' yard,  rarities  were  to  be  expected;  the  state's 
ninth  Anna's  Hummingbird  was  an  imm.  female  there  4-6  Oct,  and  the  state's  fourth 
Costa's  Hummingbird  was  an  imm.  female  26-29  Oct  (T&SS),  In  addition  to  the  22+ 
Calliopes  in  the  Shane  yard,  Nebraska  birders  reported  an  additional  20  (fide  WRS),  and 
Kansas  birders  8 [fide  JK).  A Calliope  in  Tulsa,  OK  1 8 Aug  (SM)  was  a rarity  so  far  east.  A 
Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  in  the  Shane  yard  1 8 Oct  was  the  latest  for  Kansas  by  about 
three  weeks  (JK).  Nebraska  reported  some  1 5 Rufous  Hummingbirds,  including  an  east- 
erly bird  in  Hall  17-27  Aug  (JLL);  also  easterly  were  singles  in  Washington,  OK  14  Aug 
(LS)  and  Tulsa,  OK  25  Aug  (SM).  Dates  for  Rufous  sightings  in  Kansas,  outside  those  in 
Finney,  included  one  in  Hays  1 Aug  (TMa)  and  singles  at  Elkhart  7 Sep  (TG)  and  Lamed 
19  Sep  (PJ  et  al.). 
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thought  to  be  the  DNA-confirmed  pair  that 
bred  there  in  2011  (JK). 

SWALLOWS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

The  Purple  Martin  roost  in  Omaha  reached 
a high  of  60,000  27  Aug  QR)-  The  60  Tree 
Swallows  at  Red  Slough  13  Nov  (DA)  were 
late.  Cave  Swallow  continues  to  expand  in  the 
s.  Region,  notably  at  Red  Slough,  where  up 
to  17  were  present  14  Aug-25  Sep  (DA);  2 in 
Morton,  KS  21  Sep  (CH,  SP,  MR,  MT)  would 
make  the  eighth  Kansas  record  (fide  JK).  A 
minor  incursion  of  Mountain  Chickadees 
in  the  cen.  Panhandle  of  Nebraska  yielded 
at  least  seven  reports;  the  first  noted  was  in 
Morrill  28  Sep  (LJH).  Red-breasted  Nuthat- 
ches were  “ubiquitous”  across  the  Region, 
with  the  highest  counts  being  12  in  Lincoln, 
NE  13  Nov  (TJW)  and  14  in  Riley,  KS  5 Oct 
QK);  an  early  arrival  was  in  Cimarron,  OK 
3 Sep  (M&MP).  Rock  Wrens  drifted  east- 
ward to  Lancaster,  NE  26  Oct  0GJ)>  Osage, 
KS  20  Oct  (WE,  RR,  TR,  NV),  and  Quivira 
Oct-Nov  (SSc).  Westerly  Winter  Wrens  were 
in  Comanche,  OK  23  Nov  (KM,  DF),  Clark, 
KS  10-15  Nov  QC),  and  Seward,  KS  14  Nov 
(SG,  KH).  Thirty-two  Sedge  Wrens  were 
counted  in  Douglas,  KS  29  Sep  QK.  TR,  JW, 
RW).  Marsh  Wrens  arrived  early  in  Oklaho- 
ma, with  one  in  Tulsa  18  Aug  (BC)  and  2 the- 
re on  8 Sep  (BC,  TM,  JS).  A Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet  was  early  in  Morton,  KS  1 Sep  (KG  et 
al),  as  was  a record-early  Mountain  Bluebird 
there  1 Sep  (CH,  SP,  MT,  MR).  A Townsends 
Solitaire  was  early  in  Comanche,  OK  5 Oct 
(MHu),  and  solitaires  were  numerous  by  the 
end  of  the  period  in  w.  Kansas  (jide  JK).  Vee- 
ry  is  a rare  fall  migrant  in  the  Region;  one 
was  observed  in  Hall,  NE  5 Sep  (SMo).  The 
lone  Gray-cheeked  Thrush  report  was  from 
Lancaster,  NE  7 Sep  (LE).  The  24  Swainsons 
Thrushes  in  Lancaster,  NE  13  Sep  (LE)  made 
an  unusually  high  count;  this  species  is  ty- 
pically rare  during  fall  in  Oklahoma,  with 
singles  in  Cimarron  4 Sep  (BC),  Tulsa  15  Sep 
(BC),  and  Payne  16  Sep  QP)-  Early  Hermit 
Thrushes  were  in  Cedar,  NE  23  Sep  (WF) 
and  Cimarron,  OK  4 Sep  (BC);  the  latter  was 
likely  of  the  earlier-migrating  Rocky  Moun- 
tain subspecies  auduhoni.  A Wood  Thrush  in 
Boone,  NE  21  Oct  (ph.  D6a:CN)  was  record 
late  for  the  state.  Gray  Catbirds  lingered  in 
the  s.  part  of  the  Region,  in  Oklahoma,  OK 
29  Oct  (MJ),  Tulsa,  OK  30  Oct  QL  et  al.), 
and  Bourbon,  KS  10  Nov  (TR).  A wandering 
Sage  Thrasher  was  eastward  at  Fort  Riley, 
KS  2 Oct  OKe),  while  one  in  Cherry,  NE  20 
Nov  (MSS,  ph.)  was  very  late.  Curve -billed 
Thrashers  continued  at  the  Hugoton,  KS  ce- 
metery 1 Sep-17  Nov  (fide  JK).  Sprague’s  Pi- 
pit is  a regular  low-density  migrant  through 


the  Region;  Kansas  reports  came  24  Sep-28 
Oct  (fide  JK),  including  unusual  groups  of  30 
in  Pawnee  8 & 28  Oct,  the  latter  following  a 
cold  front  (SS).  Probably  the  same  cold  front 
brought  early  single  Lapland  Longspurs  to 
Lancaster,  NE  13  Oct  (tJMc)  and  Reno,  KS 
14  Oct  QMi).  Two  Chestnut-collared  Longs- 
purs were  rare  as  far  e.  as  Rogers,  OK  2 Oct 
QWA).  Smith’s  Longspur  occurs  mainly  in 
the  e.  part  of  the  Region,  and  so  a westerly 
bird  in  Kiowa,  KS  21  Nov  (SS)  was  notewor- 
thy. Snow  Bunting  is  rare  s.  to  Kansas;  one 
visited  Quivira  8 Nov+  (BJ). 

An  Ovenbird  was  tardy  in  Omaha,  NE  4-9 
Oct  OR)-  Westerly  Ovenbirds  are  typically 
scarce,  such  as  the  one  in  Comanche,  OK 
16  Sep  (KM),  but  5 were  reported  in  w.  and 
cen.  Kansas  26  Aug-15  Sep  (jrde  JK).  Rare  in 
fall,  a female  Golden-winged  Warbler  was  in 
Tulsa,  OK  5 Sep  (GM).  Blue-winged  Warbler 
is  rare  anywhere  in  the  Region;  singles  were 
in  Cleveland,  OK  7 Aug  (RG),  Crawford,  KS 
3 Sep  (MHo),  and  Tulsa,  OK  28  Sep  (BC). 
Westerly  Tennessee  Warblers  in  Kansas  were 
in  Pawnee  27  Sep  (SS)  and  Seward  21  Sep 
QC).  An  early  Tennessee  was  in  Washington, 
NE  10  Aug  (CNK).  The  only  MacGillivray’s 
Warblers  reported  were  in  Kansas  in  Wichita 
20  Sep  (PJ),  in  Morton  22  Sep  QC),  and  at 
Quivira  22  Sep  (BJ).  Mourning  Warblers 
showed  up  record  early  by  a few  days  in 
both  Nebraska  and  Kansas;  an  imm.  female 
in  Barton,  KS  14  Aug  (ph.  DS)  and  in  differ- 
ent Lincoln,  NE  yards  16-17  (LE)  & 18  Aug 
OGJ).  Westerly  Mournings  in  Kansas  were 
singles  in  Rooks  31  Aug  QVK)  and  Lane  22 
Sep  (PJ  et  al).  Rather  late  were  a Kentucky 
Warbler  in  Dakota,  NE  7 Oct  (D&JP)  and 
a Common  Yellowthroat  at  Lincoln,  NE  24 
Oct  (LE).  A Northern  Parula  in  Marion,  KS 
20  Oct  (CM  et  al.)  was  quite  tardy,  and  an 
imm.  female  was  in  Sarpy,  NE  15  Sep  QR); 
another  was  westerly  in  Rooks,  KS  28  Aug 
QVK).  Westerly  Magnolia  Warblers  were  in 
Morton,  KS  2 Sep  (NA,  WCT,  MG,  JK)  and 
Sioux,  NE  29  Sep  (KD,  HKH,  WRS,  CNK). 
Although  more  common  in  fall  than  spring, 
only  5 Bay-breasted  Warblers  were  reported, 
one  westerly  in  Dundy,  NE  22  Sep  (LR,  RH), 
2 in  Leavenworth,  KS  14  Sep  (GP),  and  sin- 
gles in  Riley,  KS  22  Sep  (ER)  and  Wyandotte, 
KS  22  Sep  (MA).  Only  7 Blackburnian  War- 
blers were  reported,  4 of  these  rare  westerly 
finds:  3 in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  6 Sep  (KD)  and 
one  in  Logan,  KS  20  Sep  (PJ  et  al).  Black- 
poll  Warbler  is  quite  rare  in  fall;  singles 
were  reported  19  Sep  in  Lincoln,  NE  (VC) 
and  24  Sep  in  Lancaster,  NE  (LE).  Wester- 
ly Chestnut-sided  Warblers  were  in  Sioux, 
NE  29  Sep,  a third  Panhandle  record  (ph. 
WRS  et  al.),  and  Rooks,  KS  15  Sep  QVK).  An 


Oklahoma  fall  rarity  was  a Chestnut-sided 
in  Tulsa  7 Sep  (BC).  A window-killed  Black- 
throated  Blue  Warbler  was  found  at  Omaha, 
NE  19  Sep  (ph.  JED);  a rare  migrant  any- 
where in  the  Region,  a surprising  4 more 
appeared,  all  in  Kansas:  singles  in  Riley  14 
Sep  (BB),  at  Quivira  22  Sep  (BJ),  in  Clay  5 
Oct  (CW),  and  in  Sedgwick  6 Oct  (PJ).  Palm 
Warblers  showed  well,  with  at  least  34  re- 
ported in  all  three  states;  the  only  Oklahoma 
report  was  of  2 in  Garfield  28  Sep  QH,  KA), 
a rare  westerly  sighting.  In  recent  years. 
Pine  Warbler  has  increased  in  numbers  sig- 
nificantly, with  sightings  throughout  the  n. 
portion  of  the  Region.  This  season,  24  Pine 
Warblers  were  noted  in  Kansas  31  Aug-20 
Oct,  about  half  of  these  in  w.  Kansas  (fide 
JK);  along  with  three  w.  Nebraska  sightings 
(fide  WRS),  these  may  indicate  range  exten- 
sion (JK,  WRS).  A Yellow-throated  Warbler 
in  Sarpy,  NE  15  Sep  (JR)  was  getting  tardy. 
Easterly  were  2 Audubon’s  Warblers  in  Lin- 
coln, NE  10  Oct  (LDe)  and  one  in  Russell,  KS 
22  Oct  (DK).  Early  Myrtle  Warblers  were  in 
Morton,  KS  2 Sep  (KG  et  al.)  and  Riley,  KS 
8 Sep  (MA,  JK).  A Regional  rarity  was  the 
Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  in  Pawnee, 
KS  1 Aug  (DKa).  The  21  Townsend’s  War- 
blers reported  were  all  along  the  w.  edge  of 
the  Region  (fide  WRS,  JK,  JL).  Westerly  was  a 
Black-throated  Green  Warbler  in  Morton,  KS 
1 Sep  (KG).  Early  Canada  Warblers  arrived 
in  Knox,  NE  19  Aug  (MB)  and  Johnson,  KS 
13  Aug  (MH),  while  a westerly  bird  was  in 
Finney,  KS  3 Sep  (TE).  A Wilson’s  Warbler 
in  Grant,  KS  17  Aug  (SG,  KH)  also  was  early. 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Green-tailed  Towhees  along  the  w.  edge  of 
the  Region  were  one  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  31 
Aug  (fide  KD),  2 in  Cimarron,  OK  3-4  Sep 
(early;  JWo,  BC),  and  one  in  Graham,  KS  22 
Sep  (CH,  SP,  MR,  MT).  Eastern  Towhees,  pre- 
sumably migrants,  were  westerly  in  Ellis,  KS 
6 Sep  (TMa)  and  Rooks,  KS  6 Oct  (NV).  A La- 
zuli Bunting  at  Red  Slough  18  Sep  (DA)  was 
far  e.  of  its  usual  fall  migration  corridor.  An 
American  Tree  Sparrow  was  early  in  Jackson, 
KS  10  Oct  (MHa);  a Clay-colored  Sparrow  in 
Otoe,  NE  14  Nov  (LF)  was  tardy.  A Brewer’s 
Sparrow  was  easterly  in  Pawnee,  KS  21  Sep 
(SS).  Several  Lark  Buntings  wandered  well 
e.  of  usual  to  Seward,  NE  4 Aug  (JG),  Dodge, 
NE  6 Sep  (D&JP),  Riley,  KS  1 Sep  (2;  ER), 
and  Cleveland,  OK  18  Nov  (NR).  Two  juv.  Le 
Conte’s  Sparrows  made  a rare  westerly  find 
in  Custer,  NE  1 Oct  (TH),  as  did  another 
in  Ford,  KS  14  Oct  OO-  Nelson’s  Sparrow 
made  a good  showing  in  all  three  states,  with 
a total  of  about  35  in  all  (JWA,  fide  WRS,  JK). 
Rather  late  were  single  Nelson’s  in  Cass,  NE 
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SOUTHERN  GREAT  PLAINS 


This  White-winged  Crossbiii  photographed  at  Wiidcat  Hiiis  Nature 
Center,  Scotts  Biuff  County,  Nebraska  10  November  was  partof  a modest 
"winter  finch"  invasion  into  the  Southern  Great  Piains  in  faii/winter  2012. 
Photograph  by  Kathy  DeLara. 


23  Oct  (CNK)  and  at  Quivira  9 Nov  (MR).  A 
Fox  Sparrow  in  Miami,  KS  23  Sep  QW)  was 
early.  A Song  Sparrow  in  Rooks,  KS  17  Aug 
OVK)  was  difficult  to  interpret — breeder, 
migrant,  or  summer  vagrant,  possibly  from 
the  Rockies?  Two  Lincolns  Sparrows  arrived 
early  in  Cimarron,  OK  2 Sep  (M&MP),  and 
a late  bird  was  in  Omaha,  NE  26-29  Nov 
OR).  A Swamp  Sparrow  in  Tulsa,  OK  8 Sep 
(TM)  was  as  much  as  a month  early,  while 
single  Harris’s  Sparrows  in  Washington,  OK 
4 Oct  (LS)  and  Tulsa,  OK  7 Oct  (BC)  were 
also  early.  Harris’s  Sparrow  is  rare  w.  to  the 
Nebraska  Panhandle,  where  6 were  in  Sioux 
3 Oct  Obe).  Migrant  White-winged  Juncos 
were  e.  to  McConaughy  17  Nov  (TJW)  and 
Lincoln,  NE  2 Nov  (VC),  and  early  Slate-col- 
ored Juncos  in  Nebraska  were  one  in  Scotts 
Bluff  6 Sep  (MM)  and  one  in  Douglas  22  Sep 
QR).  The  second-earliest  Oregon  Junco  on 
record  for  Nebraska  was  banded  10  Sep  in 
Scotts  Bluff  (MM).  Gray-headed  Junco  has 
become  almost  annual  in  recent  years  in  w. 
Nebraska;  one  was  in  a Scotts  Bluff  yard  30 
Aug-1  Sep  (ph.  KD);  one  was  record  early 
and  rare  for  Kansas  at  Quivira  1 Oct  (BJ). 

A Summer  Tanager  was  quite  tardy  in 
Sedgwick,  KS  16  Nov  (BG).  A Western  Tana- 
ger appeared  easterly  in  Buffalo,  NE  9 Sep 
(KS).  Lincoln,  NE  hosted  very  late  Rose- 
breasted Grosbeaks:  an  imm.  male  18-25 
Oct  and  a female  26  Oct  (PC).  Some  15 
Bobolinks  were  reported  from  e.  Kansas 
16-30  Sep  (jrde  JK).  With  Rusty  Blackbirds 
declining,  it  is  important  to  track  their  num- 
bers; 200-1-  were  reported  from  Nebraska  be- 
ginning rather  early  22  Sep  and  including  a 
rare  westerly  sighting  of  2 in  Lincoln  21  Oct 
(TJW).  Winter  finches  made  appearances  of 
note  in  the  Region.  A Purple  Finch  was  early 
in  Riley,  KS  27  Sep  (BS).  Cassin’s  Finch  made 
a better  showing  than  usual  in  w.  Nebraska 


(MM,  KD,  RSg);  one  in  Graham, 
KS  21  Sep  (CH,  SP,  MR,  MT)  was 
especially  notable.  The  summer  in- 
vasion of  Red  Crossbills  in  the  n. 
part  of  the  Region  continued  into 
fall,  with  widespread  reports  total- 
ing about  200  in  both  Nebraska 
and  Kansas  (fide  WRS,  JK)  and 
at  least  6 reported  in  Oklahoma: 
one  in  Oklahoma  11  Oct  (CB),  15 
in  Beckham,  OK  4 Nov  (CC),  and 
5 in  Osage  4 & 17  Nov  (FS,  JHo, 
SM,  KW).  Careful  recording  and 
identification  of  Red  Crossbill 
calls  in  Kansas  confirmed  the  pres- 
ence of  two  Types.  Expected  were 
the  Type  2 birds  confirmed  in  Os- 
borne 4 Aug  (one  bird,  HA)  and 
in  Morton  22  Sep  (11  birds,  JC), 
but  apparently  new  for  Kansas  were  2 Type 
4 Red  Crossbills  in  Ellis  11  Nov  QVK).  A 
Red  Crossbill  was  also  in  Sedgwick,  KS  8 
Sep  (TE,  PJ).  White-winged  Crossbills  were 
in  good  numbers  in  Nebraska,  with  about 
34  reported  in  all  from  seven  locations;  the 
only  Kansas  reports  were  of  12+  in  Finney 
11  Nov  (MRa,  PRa)  and  one  in  Pottawatomie 
the  same  day  (DB).  Common  Redpolls  made 
a modest  appearance  in  Nebraska  statewide 
by  the  end  of  the  period,  with  3 present  near 
North  Platte  6 Nov  (fide  TJW);  only  2 were 
reported  in  Kansas,  in  Morton  17  Nov  (ER) 
and  McPherson  1 1 Nov  (DBr).  Pine  Siskins  in 
Nebraska  included  early  arrivals  in  Omaha, 
NE  12  Sep  OR)  and  Thomas,  KS  19  Aug  QK). 
Evening  Grosbeaks  have  been  essentially 
absent  in  recent  decades;  noteworthy  were 
2 in  Scotts  Bluff  17  Oct  (KD),  one  in  Lin- 
coln 19  Oct  (ph.  VC),  4-5  at  Wildcat  Hills, 
Scotts  Bluff  26  Oct  (AP),  and  one  in  Keith  1 
Nov  (ph.  JO).  Lesser  Goldfinches  extend- 
ed northward  to  Sioux  and  Scotts  Bluff,  NE 
with  7 birds  (both  green-backed  and  black- 
backed  males)  present  through  1 1 Sep  (MM, 
AK,  DH  et  ah,  WF). 

Cited  observers:  NEBRASKA:  Edward  Al- 
len, Roland  Barth,  Mark  Brogie,  Jon  C. 
Barber,  Jay  Belsan  QBe),  Eric  Bents,  Vir- 
ginia Clark,  Pat  Cole,  Tim  Cooper  (TCo), 
Linda  Deeds  (LDe),  Kathy  DeLara,  Lauren 
Dinan,  Jeff  Drahota,  James  E.  Ducey  Ann 
Duey  Larry  Einemann,  Larry  Falk,  Betsy 
Finch,  William  Flack,  Tom  Gannon  (TGa), 
Joe  Gubanyi,  Tim  Hajda,  Luke  J.  Hamilton, 
Robin  Harding,  Dave  Heidt,  Glen  & Wanda 
Hoge,  Helen  K.  Hughson,  C.  W.  Huntley, 
Bill  F Huser,  Jan  Johnson,  Joel  G.  Jorgensen, 
Alice  Kenitz,  Clem  N.  Klaphake,  Jeanine  L. 
Lackey,  Jerry  Ledbetter  0he)>  Melanie  Man- 
cuso,  Robert  Manning  (RMa),  Sam  Manning 


(SMa),  John  McCaw  OMc),  Steve  Morris 
(SMo),  Don  & Colleen  Noecker,  Jim  Och- 
sner,  Ed  O’Donnell  (EOD),  Don  & Jan  Pase- 
ka,  Andrew  Pierson,  Larry  Randolph,  Justin 
Rink,  Mary  S.  Shoemaker,  Ruben  Siegfried 
(RSg),  W.  Ross  Silcock,  Kent  Skaggs,  Ma- 
rie Smith,  Phil  Swanson,  Jerry  Toll,  Bruce 
& Donna  Walgren,  T.  J.  Walker.  KANSAS: 
Nic  Allen,  Michael  Andersen,  Henry  Arm- 
knecht,  Tim  Barksdale,  John  Bollin,  Brett 
Budach,  Peter  Burke,  Doris  Burnett,  Da- 
vid Brock  (DBr),  Ted  Cable,  Jeff  Calhoun, 
Wayne  Elder,  Tom  Ewert,  Chris  Fagyal, 
Matt  Gearheart,  Terrell  Giddens,  Rob  Gra- 
ham (RGr),  Gary  Haden,  Jeff  Hansen 
Chris  Hobbs,  Pete  Janzen,  Barry  Jones,  Ter- 
rell Giddens,  Brian  Grauerholz,  Kevin  Groe- 
neweg,  Sam  Guy,  Kellye  Hart,  Mike  Harding 
(MHa),  Mike  Heaney  (MHe),  Dave  Heidt, 
Margaret  Hoyle  (MHo),  Mike  Hudson,  Don 
Kazmaier  (DKa),  Dan  Kilby  (DKi),  Jeff  Keat- 
ing QKe).  Cathy  King,  Jon  King,  Dave  Kl- 
ema,  Jon  Van  de  Kopple  QVK),  Eileen  Land, 
Mark  Land,  Dan  Larson,  Joseph  Lautenbach 
(JLa),  Brandon  Magette,  Robert  McElwain, 
Dan  McKee,  Jim  Malcom,  Terry  Mannell 
(TMa),  Mick  McHugh  (MMc),  Cheryl  Mill- 
er, Joseph  Miller  OMi),  Jon  Northrup,  Se- 
bastian Patti,  Galen  Pittman,  Gary  Pinkall 
(GPi),  Mike  Rader,  Mike  Ramsey  (MRa),  Pat 
Ramsey  (PRa),  Ed  Raynor,  Trent  Reed,  Diane 
Row,  John  Row  QRo),  Rosella  Royer,  Brett 
Sandercock,  Scott  Schmidt  (SSc),  Carolyn 
Schwab,  David  Seibel,  Tom  & Sarah  Shane, 
Mike  Stoakes  (MSt),  Terry  Swope  (TSw), 
Will  Chatfield-Taylor  (WCT),  Hanna  Tet- 
reault.  Max  Thompson,  Mike  Umscheid, 
Nick  Varvel,  Jeff  Witters,  Calvin  Wohler, 
Rodney  Wright,  Gene  Young,  Greyson  Yerby 
(GYe).  OKLAHOMA:  Bill  Adams,  Kurt  An- 
derson, Dave  Arbour,  James  W Arterburn, 
Chris  Butler,  Bill  Carrell,  Cameron  Cox, 
Brian  Davis,  Jerry  & Cindy  Dobbs,  Duane 
Ferguson,  Joseph  A.  Grzybowski,  Richard 
Gunn,  Garey  Harritt  (GHa),  Berlin  Heck,  Ja- 
son Heinen,  Sharon  Henthorn,  Jim  Hoffman 
QHo),  Jerry  Hoyt  0eH)>  Mike  Husak  (MHu), 
Matt  Jung,  Jo  Loyd,  Kurt  Meisenzahl,  Steve 
Metz,  David  McNeely  (DMc),  Terry  Mitch- 
ell, Gerald  Mobley,  Mark  & Mary  Peterson, 
John  Polo,  Nancy  Reed,  Paul  Ribitzki,  Justin 
Roach  QuR),  Frank  Sanford,  Bill  Sheppard 
(BSh),  Josh  Smith,  Loyd  Stephens,  Terry 
Stuart,  Lou  & Mary  Truex,  Patricia  Velte, 
Kim  Wade,  Jimmy  Woodard  QWo),  Doug 
Wood.  1$ 


Joseph  A.  Grzybowski,  715  Elmwood  Drive,  Norman, 
Oklahoma  72072,  (j_grzybowski@sbcglobal.net) 
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Texas 


Mark  W.  Lockwood 
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Willie  Sekula 


As  has  been  the  normal  refrain  for  most 
of  the  past  two  years  in  Texas,  drought 
conditions  were  the  norm  in  most  re- 
gions of  the  state.  Near-normal  rainfall  was 
recorded  in  much  of  the  eastern  half  of  the 
state  as  well  as  in  the  larger  mountain  ranges 
in  the  Trans-Pecos,  but  all  areas  of  the  state 
suffered  from  below-average  precipitation  dur- 
ing October  and  November.  These  two  years 
of  drought  have  dramatically  affected  habitats 
across  the  state.  Perhaps  the  most  dramatic 
of  these  changes  is  the  high  mortality  of  trees 
in  woodland  and  forest  communities.  This  is 
evident  by  the  large  numbers  of  dead  junipers 
across  the  Edwards  Plateau.  Some  areas  of  East 
Texas  have  seen  tree  mortality  of  up  to  40%  and 
mature  Pinyon  Pines  at  Big  Bend  National  Park 
have  suffered  about  50%  mortality.  In  the  Davis 
Mountains,  the  drought  conditions  were  mag- 
nified by  the  four  large  wildfires  during  this 
period.  Some  of  the  changes,  such  as  the  Pon- 
derosa  Pine  mortality  in  the  Davis  Mountains, 
are  long  lasting  and  may  affect  some  species  of 
birds  locally.  However,  in  most  areas,  the  num- 
ber of  trees  in  many  habitats  was  already  out  of 
balance,  and  the  drought  may  help  to  restore  a 
more  healthy  woodland  in  the  long  run.  The 
other  obvious  effect  of  the  continuing  drought 
conditions  is  the  decline  in  bird  numbers.  The 
combination  of  low  reproduction  and  a reduc- 
tion in  food  resources  will  likely  take  years  of 
normal  precipitation  to  overcome. 

Observers  throughout  the  state  remarked  on 
lower-than-normal  numbers  of  species  that  are 
normally  common  winter  residents.  This  was 
in  contrast  to  several  species  that  invaded  the 
state  in  exceptional  numbers.  Chief  among 
these  was  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  which  could 
be  found  in  all  regions  of  the  state  and  in  some 
areas  in  very  large  numbers.  Golden-crowned 


Kinglet,  Pine  Siskin,  and  Red  Crossbill  also 
made  good  showings.  There  also  seemed  to  be 
an  above-average  number  of  rarities  this  season, 
highlighted  by  a Brown  Booby  on  the  Edwards 
Plateau  plus  a Heermann’s  Gull  in  the  Trans- 
Pecos.  Perhaps  the  rarest  of  these  was  Texas’s 
first  documented  Slate-colored  Pox  Sparrow,  a 
taxon  that  has  been  reported  many  times  over 
the  past  sixty  years. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  WADERS 

Rare  visitors  to  the  w.  Trans-Pecos,  5 Cackling 
Geese  were  at  McNary  Reservoir,  Hudspeth  U 
Nov  (ph.  BZi).  A Cinnamon  Teal  wandered 
ne.  to  Lake  O’  the  Pines,  Upshur  10  Nov  (PB, 
WB,  DBr,  PHa).  Birders  visiting  Mitchell  Lake, 
Bexar  were  treated  to  the  rare  scoter  trifecta, 
with  up  to  4 Surfs  10-19  Nov  (BD,  m.ob.),  a 
White-winged  14-20  Nov  (MDu,  m.ob.),  and  a 
Black  13-18  Nov  (BD,  m.ob.).  A White-winged 
Scoter  at  nearby  Calaveras  Lake,  Bexar  14  Nov 
(BD)  was  likely  the  same  bird  that  wound  up  at 
Mitchell  Lake.  Other  inland  Surf  Scoters  were 
scattered  throughout  the  state,  with  singles  at 
El  Dorado,  Schleicher  16  Oct  (SJ),  Balmorhea 
Lake,  Reeves  28  Oct  (CaC,  MY),  Grapevine 
Lake,  Tarrant  17  Nov  (SG),  Millers  Creek  Res- 
ervoir, Baylor  18  Nov  (BC,  GCo,  SG,  DMo, 
EW),  and  Donna  Reservoir,  Hidalgo  18-25  Nov 
(RZ,  TZ,  m.ob.);  2 were  at  Lake  Devine,  Wil- 
liamson 5-14  Nov  (RD,  m.ob.).  Also  inland  was 
a White-winged  Scoter  at  Plano,  Collin  19  Nov 
(ph.  SM)  and  a Black  Scoter  at  Lake  Wichita, 
Wichita  28  Nov  (m.ob.).  A Long-tailed  Duck 
visited  Sea  Center  Texas,  Brazoria  14-15  Nov 
QE,  TMo);  another  lingered  at  Donna  Reservoir, 
Hidalgo  17-26  Nov  (MGu,  m.ob.).  An  impres- 
sive 64  Hooded  Mergansers  were  at  McNary 
Reservoir,  Hudspeth  27  Nov  (BZi).  Two  Red- 


breasted Mergansers  at  Ransom  Lake,  Lubbock 
18  Nov  (CaC)  and  3 at  Lubbock,  Lubbock  25 
Nov  (EFD)  were  nice  finds  for  the  South  Plains. 

Two  Red-throated  Loons  were  at  Lake 
Wichita,  Wichita/Archer  4 Nov  (GCo,  SG,  EW). 
A Pacific  Loon  stayed  at  Lake  Tawakoni,  Van 
Zandt  14-26  Nov  (RR,  CWi).  A very  early 
Common  Loon  was  at  Canyon  Lake,  Comal  31 
Aug-1  Sep  (m.ob.).  Least  Grebes  at  new  loca- 
tions included  one  at  Devine  Lake,  Williamson 
7-14  Nov  (MSt,  m.ob.)  and  a breeding  pair  that 
was  present  the  whole  season  and  produced 
one  young  near  Utley,  Bastrop  (BE).  The  first 
successful  Upper  Texas  Coast  nesting  of  Least 
Grebe  was  confinned  near  Sweeney,  Brazoria  in 
early  Aug  (PHu,  RW).  A Western  Grebe  at  Lake 
Casa  Blanca,  Webb  16  Nov+  (HoR,  m.ob.)  was 
probably  the  same  bird  that  summered  there. 
There  were  several  others  that  wandering  east- 
ward: one  on  Lake  Wright  Patman,  Cass  4 Nov 
(LG,  KHo),  3 at  Lake  Kickapoo,  Archer  14  Nov 
(RR),  up  to  30  at  Lake  Kemp,  Baylor  18-24  Nov 
(BC,  GCo,  SG,  DMo),  2 at  Benbrook  Lake,  Tar- 
rant 22  Nov  (CaC,  CrC),  and  2 at  Hagerman 
N.WR.,  Grayson  20  & 24  Nov  (RR).  As  note- 
worthy were  2 Clark’s  Grebes  at  Lake  Kemp, 
Baylor  18  Nov  (BC,  GCo,  SG,  DMo,  EW). 

The  bird  of  the  season  in  ne.  Texas  was  a 
Great  Shearwater  at  Lake  Wright  Patman, 
Cass  31  Aug  (ph.,  tCM,  MDi)  following  the 
path  of  Hurricane  Isaac;  another  was  found 
beached  on  Padre  Island  N.S.,  Kleberg  10  Aug 
(ph.  JHo).  An  amazing  500  Wood  Storks  were 
staging  at  Flag  Pond,  Lee  9 Aug  (GCr);  one  at 
Cook’s  Slough,  Uvalde,  Uvalde  2 Sep  (BR)  was 
farther  w.  than  expected. 

Continuing  the  unexplainable  sightings  of 
inland  Brown  Boobies  from  the  summer  season, 
an  ad.  lingered  near  the  dam  at  Canyon  Lake, 


Of  two  Great  Shearwaters  documented  in  Texas  in  fall  2012,  this  one  on  the  beach  at  Padre  island  National  Seashore, 
Kleberg  County  10  August  was  the  more  expected.  Photograph  by  Jim  Howard. 
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Sabine's  Gull  is  an  annual  fall  migrant  through  Texas,  and  fall 
2012  was  no  exception.  Most  Sabine's  detected  in  Texas  are 
juveniles,  so  this  adult  at  Balmorhea  Lake,  Reeves  County 
from  22  September  (here)  through  2 October  was  exceptional. 
Photograph  by  Mark  W.  Lockwood. 

Comal  25  Aug-3  Sep  (t,  ph.,  m.ob.).  Others 
were  an  aci.  at  the  Lynchherg  Ferry,  Harris  29- 
30  Aug  (tSL,  ph.  JR,  TFr,  PF)  and  an  imm.  at 
the  same  location  29  Sep  (tSL).  A Neotropic 
Cormorant  at  Luhhock  3-28  Aug  (PB,  CaC, 
StC,  AH)  and  one  near  Wilson,  Lynn  3 Sep  (AP, 
jaP)  were  unusual,  though  they  are  becoming 
more  frequent  post-breeding  visitors  to  the 
area.  Far  out  of  range  was  a Brown  Pelican  at 
Lake  Tanglewood,  Randall  13  Sep  (GF);  another 
was  on  Lake  Wright  Patman,  Cass  25  Aug  (DBr, 
LBr)  and  3 Sep  (MDi,  CM).  An  American  Bit- 
tern settled  in  at  Balmorhea  Lake,  Reeves  7 Oct+ 
(ML),  Wandering  Little  Blue  Herons  included 
singles  at  Bridwell  Ranch,  Crosby  21  Aug  (KHi) 
and  Balmorhea  Lake,  Reeves  3 Sep  (AH).  Tri- 
colored Herons  in  the  Trans-Pecos  included  3 
at  Balmorhea  Lake,  Reeves  3 Sep  (AH)  and  one 
still  there  7 Oct  (ML);  farther  w,  singles  were 
at  Ascarate  Lake,  El  Paso  20  Aug  (ph.  DBe)  and 
McNary  Reservoir,  Hudspeth  22  Aug  (ph.  BZi). 
Reddish  Egrets  made  a good  inland  showing, 
with  one  on  the  sw.  portion  of  Belton  Lake, 
Bell  6-7  Sep  (GE),  another  at  Welch  Park,  Lake 
Somerville,  Burleson  22-28  Sep  (BSt,  TFe,  BW), 
one  at  Calaveras  Lake,  Bexar  29  Sep  (BD),  it  or 
a different  bird  at  Mitchell  Lake,  Bexar  1 Oct 
(MCr,  HeR),  and  2 different  birds  at  Canyon 
Lake,  Comal,  one  present  6 Oct-i-  (m.ob.)  and  a 
white  morph  seen  sporadically  22  Sep-17  Nov 
(m.ob.).  A Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron  was 
at  Balmorhea  S.R,  Reeves  5 Sep  (HT,  MY).  A 
Glossy  Ibis  at  Fort  Hancock  Reservoir  15  Nov 
(ph.  BZi)  was  a first  for  Hudspeth'  also  inland 
were  singles  at  Hagerman  N.WR.,  Grayson  5 
Aug  (RR)  and  Village  Creek  Drying  Beds,  Tar- 
rant 9 Sep  OoC).  At  least  one  Roseate  Spoonbill 
visited  Hudspeth:  a lone  juv.  was  at  McNary  Res- 
ervoir 14  (ph.  BZi)  & 30  Sep  (ph.  jiP,  LS)  and  at 
Fort  Hancock  Reservoir  26  Sep  (ph.  BZi). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  CRANES 

Two  Black  Vultures  at  McNary  Reservoir,  Hud- 
speth 4 Nov  (ph.  JiP)  pushed  the  species’  w. 
limit.  Seven  Turkey  Vultures  at  Rio  Bosque 
Wetlands  Park,  El  Paso  persisted  through  the 


season  (DBe,  JSp).  Wandering  Swallow-tailed 
Kites  included  2 at  Richland  Creek  W.M.A., 
Ereestone  1 Sep  (LPr,  PHa),  one  in  Ellis  2 Sep 
(DH,  GCo,  SG,  DMo),  and  another  near  Grang- 
er Lake,  Williamson  3 Sep  QU-  A record  total 
.of  9297  Mississippi  Kites  for  the  season  were 
reported  at  Smith  Point  Hawkwatch,  Cham- 
bers, with  a rather  late  individual  seen  28  Oct 
(ToL  et  ah).  Lone  Bald  Eagles  in  the  Trans-Pecos 
included  one  at  Fort  Hancock  Reservoir,  Hud- 
speth 15  Nov  (ph.  BZi),  one  at  McNary  Reser- 
voir, Hudspeth  20  Nov  (ph.  JiP,  BZi),  and  an- 
other at  Balmorhea  Lake,  Reeves  25  Nov+  (TiL, 
DMu,  WS).  A Short-tailed  Hawk  was  seen  at 
Santa  Ana  N.WR.,  Hidalgo  3 Sep  (ph.  LPe).  A 
Zone-tailed  Hawk  in  nw.  Waco,  McLennan  8 
Sep  (ph.  JM)  was  pushing  the  ne.  boundary  of 
its  range  and  provided  a first  county  record.  A 
Rough-legged  Hawk  n.  of  Panther  Junction,  Big 
Bend  N.P.,  Brewster  18  Nov  (ph.  AC,  MeC)  was 
farther  s.  than  usual.  A record  movement  of 
Golden  Eagles  occurred  at  Smith  Point  Hawk- 
watch,  Chambers  with  five  sightings  19  Oct-15 
Nov  (ToL  et  ah).  The  flight  path  of  Sandhill 
Cranes  does  not  usually  include  ne.  Texas,  so 
a flock  of  12  flying  over  Longview,  Gregg  12 
Nov  (LPr)  was  noteworthy.  Following  last  year’s 
unprecedented  wintering  of  Whooping  Cranes 
at  Granger  Lake,  Williamson,  2 ads.  and  one 
juv.  returned  16  Nov+  (fide  TFe,  m.ob.);  they 
were  joined  by  2 other  ads.  24  Nov-r  (m.ob.).  A 
lone  Whooping  Crane  was  in  Wilbarger  4 Nov 
(GCo,  SG,  EW). 

PLOVERS THROUGH  JAEGERS 

At  least  one  Black-bellied  Plover  was  at  Port 
Hancock  Reservoir,  Hudspeth  26  Sep-7  Oct, 
with  a remarkable  7 there  2 Oct  (BZi).  An 
American  Golden-Plover  at  McNary  Reservoir 
2 Oct  (ph.  BZi)  was  a first  for  Hudspeth',  2 in 
Randall  21  Oct  (BP)  were  unexpected,  while 
30  near  Lake  Tawakoni  S.P.,  Hunt  15  Oct  (RK) 
made  an  excellent  fall  count.  A Piping  Plover 
was  found  at  Lake  Wichita,  Wichita  5 Sep  (DP). 
An  impressive  count  of  159  Mountain  Plovers 
came  from  McGee-Tyson  Lake,  Potter  13  Aug 
(BP).  A Northern  Jagana  was  a one-day  wonder 
at  Santa  Ana  N.WR.,  Hidalgo  3 Nov  (ph.  AM, 
KMa).  Impressive  was  a wintering  flock  of  487 
Long-billed  Curlews  in  Dell  City,  Hudspeth  20 
Nov  QiP,  BZi).  Texas’s  first  Black-tailed  Godwit 
located  during  the  summer  at  Brazoria  N.WR., 
Brazoria  remained  through  13  Aug  (m.ob.). 
Westerly  Sanderlings  included  1-2  at  McNary 
Reservoir,  Hudspeth  15  & 24  Sep  QiP,  BZi) 
and  a rather  late  individual  at  Lake  Meredith, 
Hutchinson  4 Nov  (BP).  A Dunlin  was  at  Mc- 
Nary Reservoir,  Hudspeth  27  Sep  (BZi).  Surpris- 
ing was  a Purple  Sandpiper  along  Tubbs  Bay, 
Baytown,  Harris  24  Nov  (TDD,  JB).  Five  Dun- 
lins were  at  Fort  Hancock  Reservoir,  Hudspeth 


15-20  Nov  QiP,  BZi),  with  at  least  3 remaining 
through  the  period.  A Short-billed  Dowitcher 
was  at  McNary  Reservoir,  Hudspeth  14  Sep  (ph. 
BZi).  Out  of  place  was  an  American  Woodcock 
at  Buffalo  Springs  Lake,  Lubbock  18  Nov-i-  (ph. 
CaC,  StC).  The  most  easterly  Red-  necked  Phal- 
aropes  were  2 at  Quintana,  Brazoria  16-24  Sep 
(SL,  GL  et  ah);  others  in  the  cen.  part  of  the 
state  included  one  at  the  Junction  Wastewater 
Ponds,  Kimble  10  Sep  (ph.  RH),  one  at  Lake 
Wichita,  Wichita  15  Sep  (GCo,  SG),  and  one  at 
Mitchell  Lake,  Bexar  22  Sep  (BD).  Red  Phala- 
ropes  were  at  opposite  ends  of  the  state;  one 
at  Hagerman  N.WR.,  Grayson  27  Oct  (RR,  ph., 
tEW)  and  another  at  Balmorhea  Lake,  Reeves 
31  Oct  (ph.,  tHT,  MY). 

It  was  a good  fall  for  Sabine’s  Gull,  especially 
m West  Texas,  with  6 reported:  a juv.  at  Eort 
Hancock  Reservoir,  Hudspeth  15  Sep  (JiP);  a 
juv.  at  Tornillo  Reservoir,  El  Paso  15  Sep  (ph. 
JiP);  an  ad.  and  a juv.  at  Balmorhea  Lake,  Reeves 
22  Sep-2  Oct  (ML)  joined  by  another  ad. 
27  Sep  (PS);  and  a juv.  at  McNary  Reservoir, 
Hudspeth  4 Oct  (BZi).  Two  Sabine’s  Gulls  were 
found  at  Lake  Wichita,  Wichita/Archer  15  Sep 
(GCo,  SG);  and  one  along  a creek  near  Lost 
Maples  S.N.A.,  Bandera  4 Sep  (fide  MaG,  ph.) 
was  only  the  second  ever  for  the  Edwards  Pla- 
teau. A high  count  of  46,000  Franklins  Gulls 
was  tallied  in  Kaufman  1 Oct  (GCo,  SG,  DMo, 
EW).  Another  10,000  Franklin’s  Gulls  were  at 
Lake  Ray  Hubbard,  Dallas  9 Nov  (CRu),  and 
7000  were  on  Lake  Tawakoni,  Rains  5 Nov 
(CRu).  The  Trans-Pecos  got  its  first  fully  docu- 
mented Heermann’s  Gull  with  a juv.  at  Tor- 
nillo Reservoir,  El  Paso  24  Sep  (ph.,  tBZi);  the 
bird  was  seen  later  that  day  flying  into  Mexico 
QiP).  An  ad.  Mew  Gull  stopped  by  Delta  Lake, 
Hidalgo  27  Oct  (ph.,  tDJ,  MGu),  a new  species 
for  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley.  Fall  California 
Gulls  included  single  first-cycle  birds  at  Kirby 
Lake,  Taylor  11-12  Sep  (DSy  ph.  JaP),  Buffalo 
Creek  Reservoir,  Wichita  18  Nov  (BC,  GCo,  SG, 
DMo,  EW),  Eort  Hancock  Reservoir,  Hudspeth 
29  Oct-20  Nov  (ph.  BZi),  with  a second  bird 
there  15  Nov  (ph.  BZi),  and  McNary  Reservoir, 
Hudspeth  4-15  Nov  QiP).  A first-cycle  Thayer’s 
Gull  was  at  Lake  Iowa  Park,  Wichita  24  Nov+ 
(BC,  GCo,  SG,  EW);  another  was  at  Dutch 
Branch  Park,  Lake  Benbrook,  Tarrant  25  Nov 
(GCo,  BC).  Inland  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls 
included  single  birds  at  Lake  Tawakoni,  Rains/ 
Van  Zandt  10  Sep-11  Nov  (ph.  CRu,  ph.  DMo, 
SG,  RK),  Calaveras  Lake,  Bexar  8 Oct  (ph.  BD), 
Falcon  Lake,  Zapata  28  Oct  (RDe),  Lake  Wichi- 
ta, Archer  14  Nov  (RR),  and  Fort  Hancock  Res- 
ervoir, Hudspeth  15-16  Nov  (ph.  BZi).  A Great 
Black-backed  Gull  was  on  the  Bolivar  Peninsu- 
la, Galveston  25  Nov  (ph.  JiS),  and  another  was 
at  Surfside,  Brazoria  29  Nov  (ph.  JiS).  Twelve 
Sooty  Terns  were  noted  off  South  Padre  Island, 
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Cameron  25  Aug  (EC  et  al).  Single  Common 
Terns  at  Mitchell  Lake,  Bexar  8 Sep  (MR,  ShC) 
and  at  Calaveras  Lake,  Bexar  23  Oct  (HeR) 
were  unexpected.  Lone  Forster’s  Terns  at  Fort 
Hancock  Reservoir,  Hudspeth  31  Oct  (BZi)  and 
at  Tomillo  Reservoir,  El  Paso  4 Nov  QiP)  were 
late.  Hurricane  Isaac  dumped  5 Royal  Terns 
at  Lake  Wright  Patman,  Cass  31  Aug  (BH,  JSt, 
CM,  MDi,  MW  et  al).  An  unidentified  jaeger 
that  cruised  over  the  agricultural  fields  of  ne. 
Travis  22  Sep  (BF)  was  certainly  out  of  place. 
A probable  Parasitic  Jaeger  was  reported  from 
Quintana,  Brazoria  15  Sep  (RW). 

PIGEONS  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Two  White-winged  Doves  reached  Mount 
Pleasant,  Titus  3 Aug  (BSD),  and  other  birds 
were  also  seen  in  the  ne.  counties  of  Smith, 
Gre^,  and  Hopkins  this  season.  North  of  its 
normal  range  and  providing  one  of  the  few  re- 
cords for  ne.  Texas,  a Common  Ground-Dove 
was  seen  and  heard  near  Lake  Trinidad,  Hen- 
derson 26  Aug  (DDC,  DL).  Out  of  range  and 
providing  one  of  only  a few  records  away  from 
the  Rio  Grande  corridor,  a Ruddy  Ground- 
Dove  at  Schertz,  Bexar  5-18  Oct  (ph.  BD, 
tm.ob.)  was  certainly  one  of  the  highlights  of 
the  season.  Very  rarely  seen  in  the  Trans-Pecos, 
a juv.  Black-billed  Cuckoo  was  at  Marathon, 
Brewster  11  Aug  (HT,  MY),  while  single  coastal 
birds  were  at  Lafitte’s  Cove,  Galveston  20  Oct 
(MLi)  and  South  Padre  Island,  Cameron  25  Sep 
(ph.  BB).  A Flammulated  Owl  was  discov- 
ered at  Corpus  Christi,  Nueces  30  Nov  (ph., 
RBe)  and  taken  to  rehabilitator,  where  it  was 
determined  to  be  underweight  but  uninjured. 


An  Acorn  Woodpecker  made  an  unexpected  visit  to  Laredo,  Webb 
County,  Texas  from  27  November  201 2 onward  into  the  winter 
season.  This  appears  to  be  just  the  second  record  for  the  South 
Texas  Brush  Country.  Photograph  by  William  Grunzie. 


A Long-eared  Owl  was  an  early  surprise  in  El 
Paso,  El  Paso  16-24  Sep  (ph.  JiP,  BZi);  other 
singles  were  along  Pilot  Station  Rd.,  Jefferson  3 
Nov  (ph.  GD)  and  at  Sabine  Woods,  Jefferson 
8 Nov  QW).  A late  Lesser  Nightbawk  was  ob- 
served at  Lafitte’s  Cove,  Galveston  24  Nov  (RF, 
jW).  A Common  Nighthawk  lingered  through 
the  end  of  the  period  at  Pearland,  Brazoria 
(BL).  A Chuck-will’s- widow  was  near  Cros- 
byton,  Crosby  18  Sep-1  Oct  (KHi).  An  imm. 
male  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  was  noted 
w.  to  El  Paso  9-13  Sep  (ph.  BZi);  another  at 
Fajitas,  Brewster  13  Nov  (b.  KBr)  was  late.  An 
imm.  male  Black-chinned  Hummingbird  at  El 
Paso  26  Oct  (BZi)  was  likewise  late.  An  Anna’s 
Hummingbird  returned  for  perhaps  the  third 
consecutive  winter  to  San  Marcos,  Hays  16- 
19  Nov  (CWa).  A male  Costa’s  Hummingbird 
was  in  the  Christmas  Mountains,  Brewster  6-17 
Nov  (ph..  tCOJ,  b.  KBr).  A Broad-billed  Hum- 
mingbird was  located  at  Russ  Pittman  Park, 
Harris  23-30  Nov  (BSt  et  al).  Lone  female 
Broad-billed  Hummingbirds  were  at  the  Davis 
Mountains  Resort,  Jejf  Davis  1-2  Oct  (ME,  MEa) 
and  El  Paso  17-26  Nov  (ph.  JiP).  An  imm.  Buff- 
bellied  Hummingbird  banded  in  the  Christ- 
mas Mountains,  Brewster  19-20  Oct  (ph.  COJ, 
KBr,  ML)  was  a first  for  the  Trans-Pecos.  Also  of 
note,  up  to  3 near  Cleveland,  Liberty  1 1 Nov-i- 
(C&RN)  made  a county  first. 

Adding  to  the  ever-expanding  range  of 
Ringed  Kingfisher  were  singles  at  Mertzon,  Iri- 
on 27  Oct  (ph.  BZe)  and  Slough  Pond,  Temple, 
Bell  21  Oct  (ph.  RPi).  Three  Lewis’s  Woodpeck- 
ers made  for  a good  showing  in  West  Texas;  one 
at  Frijole  Ranch,  Guadalupe  Mountains  N.P., 
Culberson  12  Oct  (ph.  LA);  a wintering  bird  near 
Vinton,  El  Paso  28  Oct+  (ph.  DBe);  and  another 
at  El  Paso  25  Nov  (ph.  BZi).  Farther  e.,  one  was 
at  San  Angelo,  Tom  Green  1-2  Nov  (ph.  CW). 
A first-winter  Red-headed  Woodpecker  was 
near  Lorenzo,  Crosby  1 Nov+  (ML).  An  Acorn 
Woodpecker  was  at  Buffalo  Lake  N.WR.,  Ran- 
dall 16  Sep  (BP),  and  another  visited  Laredo, 
Webb  27  Nov+  (ph.  WG).  Lowland  William- 
son’s Sapsuckers  included  one  in  the  Christmas 
Mountains,  Brewster  8 Nov  (COJ)  and  a coop- 
erative male  at  Marathon,  Brewster  22  Nov-2 
Dec  (DMu,  WS,  TiL,  m.ob.).  A few  Red-naped 
Sapsuckers  wandered  eastward  in  the  state, 
including  one  at  Utopia,  Uvalde  4 Oct  (MiH), 
one  at  Lafitte’s  Cove,  Galveston  19-24  Oct  (JaS 
et  al),  up  to  2 at  Little  Webberville  Park,  Tra- 
vis 20-23  Oct  (BF,  KA),  one  in  Buescher  S.P, 
Bastrop  28  Oct  (DSm),  and  another  in  far  ne. 
Travis  3-21  Nov  (EC,  KA,  MBu).  Crested  Cara- 
caras  were  reported  in  various  ne.  Texas  coun- 
ties, but  the  most  interesting  was  one  in  Lamar 
2 Nov  (MW),  where  it  was  a county  first.  A 
Prairie  Falcon  was  reported  from  Estero  Llano 
Grande  S.P.,  Hidalgo  9-17  Nov  (JY). 


FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

A well-documented  Greater  Pewee  at  Bear 
Creek  Park  in  Houston,  Harris  5 Oct+  repre- 
sents the  first  Upper  Texas  Coast  record  for 
this  species  and  potentially  easternmost  re- 
cord in  North  America  (JHi,  ph.  GP,  +m.ob.). 
A Western  Wood-Pewee  was  reported  from 
Galveston  Island,  Galveston  20  Sep-3  Oct 
(ph.  JiS),  while  one  was  at  Quintana,  Bra- 
zoria 20-23  Oct  (ph.  JG,  RW  et  al).  East  of 
its  normal  range,  a Say’s  Phoebe  was  at  Lake 
O’  the  Pines,  Upshur  27  Oct-i-  (ph.  DBr,  LBr, 
m.ob.).  A nice  find  was  an  ad.  male  Vermilion 
Flycatcher  at  Mountain  Creek  Lake  Park,  Dal- 
las 31  Oct  (NM).  A Brown-crested  Flycatcher 
was  observed  at  San  Bernard  N.W.R.,  Brazoria 
10  Nov  (TMo).  A Tropical  Kingbird  present 
at  Port  O’Connor  26-29  Aug  provided  a new 
Calhoun  record  (BF).  The  best  find  of  the  sea- 
son for  the  Pineywoods  was  a Couch’s  King- 
bird at  Alazan  Bayou  WM.A.,  Nacogdoches 
10-23  Oct  (DWo,  CWe).  Amazingly,  another 
was  found  in  ne.  Texas  at  Lake  O’  the  Pines  1 1 
Nov  (ph.  DBr,  LBr),  where  it  was  a first  record 
for  Upshur.  A silent  Tropical/Couch’s  Kingbird 
was  near  Marathon,  Brewster  29  Sep  (MY).  A 
Cassin’s  Kingbird  was  located  at  tbe  Smith 
Point  Hawkwatch,  Chambers  17-23  Oct  (ph. 
ToL),  and  one  was  present  at  Galveston  Island 
S.P.,  Galveston  23  Oct  (DMu,  RTh  et  al).  Out- 
standing was  a Cassin’s  sw.  of  San  Antonio, 
Bexar  28  Sep  (ph.  BD)  and  it  or  a different 
bird  at  Mitchell  Lake,  Bexar  21  Oct  (KBa,  ph. 
MHe).  Single  Western  Kingbirds  were  pres- 
ent at  San  Bernard  N.W.R.,  Brazoria  10  Nov+ 
(TMo  et  al.)  and  Gulf  Coast  Bird  Observatory, 
Brazoria  18  Nov  (RW). 

The  long-staying  Rose-throated  Becard  at 
Estero  Llano  Grande  S.P,  Hidalgo  was  reported 
occasionally  throughout  the  fall  (HH  et  al).  A 
Northern  Shrike  was  near  the  Becton  Cemetery, 
Lubbock  30  Nov+  (CaC).  A rather  late  Bell’s 
Vireo  was  noted  at  Edinburg,  Hidalgo  14  Nov 
(MBS).  Rarely  encountered  in  the  Davis  Moun- 
tains, a Gray  Vireo  was  at  Davis  Mountains 
S.P,  Jeff  Davis  17  Aug  (ML).  A very  late  Yellow- 
throated  Vireo  was  noted  at  Coon  Creek  Club, 
Henderson  27  Oct  (RB).  A Plumbeous  Vireo 
studied  in  nw.  San  Antonio,  Bexar  17  Sep  (MR, 
ShC)  was  quite  unexpected.  A late  Warbling 
Vireo  was  seen  at  Santa  Ana  N.WR.,  Hidalgo 
17  Nov  (MGu).  A Philadelphia  Vireo  was  at 
Lubbock  16-23  Sep  (CaC,  JCl,  StC).  A wander- 
ing group  of  7 Pinyon  Jays  was  reported  from 
Terlingua,  Brewster  16  Oct  (IMF).  Small  num- 
bers of  Western  Scrub-Jays  showed  up  in  El 
Paso  in  mid-Sep  and  were  present  throughout 
the  period  (m.ob.);  small  numbers  wandered 
into  lowland  scrub  habitats  in  the  Big  Bend  re- 
gion as  well  (m.ob.).  Mexican  Jays  rarely  leave 
breeding  areas,  so  a bird  at  Rio  Grande  Village, 
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^ A Red-breasted  Nuthatch  staged  an  incredible  invasion  to  virtually  all  areas  of  the  state, 

jMwith  more  than  1000  reports  entered  into  eBird  during  the  season.  The  first  reports 
were  singles  at  Andrews,  Andrews  6 Sep  (TH)  and  Lake  Tawakoni,  Rains  1 1 Sep  (ph.  DMo,  SG). 
They  were  widespread  by  early  Oct,  with  large  concentrations  seen  by  the  end  of  that  month, 
such  as  31  at  Eisenhower  Park,  Harris  26  Oct+  (GP).They  were  found  as  far  s.  at  the  Lower  Rio 
GrandeValley;oneon  South  Padre  Island,  Comeron  1 6 Oct+  (ph.  BSu)  and  another  at  Zapata, 
Zapata  24  Nov  (ph.  MBS)  were  among  the  southernmost.  This  incursion  is  the  largest  and 
most  widespread  in  decades. 


Big  Bend  N.R,  Brewster  5 Oct  (MF)  was  no- 
table, and  birds  were  also  reported  at  Cotton- 
wood Campground  and  along  Terlingua  Creek 
(fide  MF).  A Chihuahuan  Raven  was  present  at 
Quintana,  Brazoria  19-20  Aug  (RW,  ph.  MiG 
et  al.);  another  was  reported  near  Port  Lavaca, 
Calhoun  15  Sep  (BF).  Purple  Martins  are  rare 
migrants  in  the  w.  Trans-Pecos;  El  Paso  singles 
this  season  were  at  El  Paso  20  Aug  (DBe)  and 
at  Tomillo  Reservoir  14  Sep  (BZi).  A very  late 
Cliff  Swallow  was  at  Lake  Tawakoni,  Van  Zandt 
17  Nov  (GCo  et  al).  Cave  Swallows  continue  to 
increase  in  n.  Texas,  with  87  at  Lake  Benbrook, 
Tarrant  19  Aug  (GCo)  and  200  in  Campbell, 
Hunt  8 Sep  (MW).  Three  Bam  Swallows  at 
McNary  Reservoir,  Hudspeth  11  Nov  (ph.  BZi) 
were  late. 

NUTHATCHES  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

A White-breasted  Nuthatch  near  Cibolo,  Gua- 
dalupe 30  Aug  (ph.  SS)  was  at  the  s.  extreme 
of  the  range.  Winter  Wrens  were  noted  in  the 
Trans-Pecos  at  El  Paso  28  Oct  (ph.  JiP)  and  in 
the  Christmas  Mountains,  Brewster  17-19  Nov 
(COJ).  A Sedge  Wren  was  at  Rio  Grande  Vil- 
lage, Brewster  22  Nov  (TiL,  DMu,  WS).  A Marsh 
Wren  at  Lubbock  23  Aug  (CRi)  provided  a 
new  early  record  for  the  South  Plains.  Always 
rewarding  in  East  Texas,  a Bewick’s  Wren  was 
at  Trinidad  Lake,  Henderson  18  Aug  (PB,  LBe), 
and  3 were  along  Harper’s  Church  Rd.,  Waller 
24  Nov  QK)-  Six  Eastern  Bluebirds  were  noted 
20  Nov  in  Dell  City,  Hudspeth  QiP,  BZi),  where 
rare.  Mountain  Bluebirds  wandered  eastward 
to  far  w.  Tarrant  28  Oct  (GCo)  and  Attwater 
Prairie  Chicken  N.WR.,  Colorado  16  Nov  (ph. 
JK),  A Townsend’s  Solitaire  at  Utopia,  Uvalde  8 
Oct  (MiH)  was  rather  early.  A Varied  Thrush 
settled  m the  Christmas  Mountains,  Brewster  20 
Oct+  (ph.  COJ,  m.ob.).  Two  Gray  Catbirds  were 
in  w.  El  Paso  16-17  Oct  (ph.  DBe).  In  stark  con- 


Mountain  Bluebirds  did  not  make  a big  push  eastward  through 
Texas  this  season,  so  this  lone  male  at  Attwater  Prairie  Chicken 
National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Colorado  County  16  November  2013 
was  notable.  Photograph  by  Joseph  Kennedy. 


trast  to  last  fall’s  Sage  Thrasher  irmption,  the 
only  wandering  birds  reported  this  season  were 
singles  at  San  Antonio,  Bexar  16-17  Oct  (LR) 
and  along  Old  Port  Isabel  Rd.,  Cameron  23  Nov 
(TEu).  The  westernmost  Brown  Thrashers  were 
singles  at  El  Paso  18  Sep  (DBe)  and  Rio  Bosque 
Wetlands  Park,  El  Paso  4 Oct  (JSp).  A Sprague’s 
Pipit  at  the  Fort  Hancock  Reservoir,  Hudspeth 

16  Nov  (BZi)  made  the  first  El  Paso  area  report 
in  several  years.  A Lapland  Longspur  was  at 
Bryan  Beach,  Brazoria  27  Oct  (TMo,  RW). 

An  Ovenbird  was  at  Muleshoe  N.WR.,  Bai- 
ley 9 Sep  (AH).  Worm-eating  Warblers  on  the 
edge  of  their  migration  route  included  singles 
at  w.  Austin,  Travis  25  Aug  (ph.  TMi),  s.  Austin, 
Travis  29-30  Aug  (KA),  and  near  Cedar  Park, 
Williamson  17  Sep  (KMc).  Another  at  Utopia, 
Uvalde  28  Sep  (MiH)  was  well  to  the  west.  A 
Golden-winged  Warbler  was  at  Austin,  Travis 
9 Sep  (KA).  A Blue-winged  Warbler  at  Bob 
Woodmff  Park,  Collin  18  Aug  (PA)  was  at  the 
beginning  of  the  normal  migration  period, 
while  one  at  Resaca  de  la  Palma  S.P,  Cameron 

17  Nov  (SW)  was  late.  A Prothonotary  Warbler 
was  w.  at  Buffalo  Springs  Lake,  Lubbock  16  Sep 
(CaC).  A Tennessee  Warbler  visited  El  Paso  2-5 
Sep  (ph.  jiP).  A Connecticut  Warbler  described 
from  High  Island,  Galveston  1 Sep  (tKR)  will 
be  reviewed  by  the  T.B.R.C.  A Mourning  War- 
bler at  Lubbock  21  Sep  QCl)  was  a good  find. 
A Kentucky  Warbler  at  John  Bunker  Sands 
Wetland  Center,  Kaufman  2 Sep  (GCo,  SG,  RR, 
EW)  provided  a rare  n.-cen.  Texas  record.  Late 
American  Redstarts  included  different  birds 
at  Pleasure  Acres  Lake,  Smith  14  (MBl)  & 15 
Oct  (PB),  Quintana,  Brazoria  3 Sep+  (RW  et 
al),  and  Galveston  Island,  Galveston  26  Nov-r 
(ph.  JiS).  An  imm.  Cape  May  Warbler  was  at 
Spanish  Grant,  Galveston  24  Oct  (RPe).  Cem- 
lean  Warblers  were  found  in  s.  Austin,  Travis 
26  Sep  (KA)  and  at  Hornsby  Bend,  Travis  8 Sep 
(ph.  SFa).  Single  Northern  Pamlas  were  spot- 
ted at  El  Paso  5 Sep  and  25  Oct  (both  BZi). 
A Bay-breasted  Warbler  at  Bastrop,  Bastrop  20 
Sep  (BP)  was  a good  fall  find  for  cen.  Texas.  A 
Blackburnian  Warbler  was  at  Lubbock  23  Sep 
QCl).  A late  Yellow  Warbler  was  present  at  San 
Bernard  N.WR.,  Brazoria  25  Nov  (ph.  JiS).  A 
westward  Chestnut-sided  Warbler  at  Utopia, 
Uvalde  24  Oct  (ph.  MiH)  was  unexpected.  A 
late  Blackpoll  Warbler  dropped  into  the  Con- 


vention Center  on  South  Padre  Island,  Cam- 
eron 17  Nov  (ph.  DJ).  A Palm  Warbler  was  at 
Leonard,  Fannin  22  Sep  (RTr),  and  2 were  at  the 
John  Bunker  Sands  Wetland  Center,  Kaufman 
7 Oct  (GCo,  SG,  DMo,  EW).  Pine  Warblers  in 
the  w.  parts  of  the  state  included  one  at  Lub- 
bock 31  Aug-30  Sep  (CaC  et  al),  and  one  at 
the  Davis  Mountains  Resort,  Jeff  Davis  24  Nov 
(ph.  RPi).  A Yellow-rumped  Warbler  at  El  Paso 
15  Aug  (BZi)  was  early.  Ranging  farther  e.  than 
is  typical,  single  Black-throated  Gray  Warblers 
were  noted  at  Stockdale,  Wilson  27  Oct  (DMu) 
and  Garner  S.P,  Uvalde  27  Nov  (ph.  TiL). 
Townsend’s  Warblers  made  a good  showing  on 
the  South  Plains,  including  an  early  migrant 
at  Lubbock  25  Aug  (CaC,  StC,  CRi)  and  a late 
bird  there  28  Oct  (StC,  AH).  A Townsend’s 
Warbler  at  Utopia,  Uvalde  27  Oct  and  another 
there  2 Nov  (MiH)  were  nice  finds  for  the  w. 
Edwards  Plateau.  Single  Townserd’s  were  also 
notable  at  Paradise  Pond,  Nueces  9 Oct  (SPo) 
and  Corpus  Christi,  Nueces  3 Nov+  (ph.  DK, 
MK).  Black-throated  Green  Warblers  in  the  w. 
half  of  the  state  were  at  Coleman  Park,  Terry 
17  Aug  (CaC,  StC),  Marathon,  Brewster  12  Aug 
(MY),  and  Boot  Canyon,  Big  Bend  N.R,  Brew- 
ster 12  Aug  (IK).  A rather  late  Black-throated 
Green  was  at  Lafitte’s  Cove,  Galveston  24-26 
Nov  (KMo,  DMc).  Painted  Redstarts  at  lowland 
locations  included  singles  at  El  Paso  20  Sep 
(ph.  DBe),  in  sw.  Hudspeth  26  Sep  (ph.  BZi), 
and  at  Van  Horn,  Culberson  10  Nov  (BF). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Green-tailed  Towhee  was  along  Hebert  Rd., 
Waller  30  Nov  QHi)-  Spotted  Towhees  on  the 
e.  edge  of  their  range  included  singles  at  Tyler 
S.P,  Smith  19  Oct-22  Nov  (BSa),  Camp  Tyler, 
Smith  27  Oct  (PB),  Hawkins,  Wood  3 Nov  (PB, 
m.ob.),  and  Dudley  Rd.,  Smith  4 Nov  (PB).  An 
Eastern  Towhee  at  Lake  Ransom  Canyon,  Lub- 
bock 21  Oct  (StC)  was  early.  A Clay-colored 
Sparrow  was  near  Gilmer,  Upshur  6 Oct  (LPr), 
providing  a county  first.  A migrant  Baird’s  Spar- 
row was  at  McNary  Reservoir,  Hudspeth  15  Sep 
(ph.  JiP).  Migrant  Nelson’s  Sparrows  are  always 
noteworthy;  this  season,  one  was  at  the  John 
Bunker  Sands  Wetlands  Center,  Kaufman  6 Oct 
(GCo,  DH).  A Slate-colored  Fox  Sparrow  at  El 
Paso  20-27  Sep  (ph.,  tBZi)  was  the  first  of  this 
taxon  to  be  documented  in  Texas.  An  early  Lin- 
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coin’s  Sparrow  was  near  Bullard.  Smith  23  Sep 
(PB).  A White-crowned  Sparrow  at  Quintana, 
Brazoria  29  Sep  (RW)  set  a new  early  date  for 
the  Upper  Texas  Coast.  A Slate-colored  Junco 
at  El  Paso,  El  Paso  4 Oct  (BZi)  was  very  early;  an 
Oregon  Junco  at  George  Bush  Park,  Harris  19 
Nov  (DW)  was  well  e.  of  typical  range. 

Hepatic  Tanagers  were  noted  at  Memorial 
Park,  El  Paso  7 Sep  (BZi)  and  at  Rio  Bosque 
Wetlands  Park,  El  Paso  21  Sep  QSp).  Unexpect- 
ed in  the  fall  was  a Scarlet  Tanager  e.  of  Austin, 
Travis  18  Sep  (BF).  A Western  Tanager  made 
it  e.  to  Sabine  Woods,  Jefferson  17  Aug  (HD) 
and  another  to  Russ  Pittman  Park,  Harris  24-26 
Oct  (DV).  A female  Crimson-collared  Grosbeak 
was  at  Weslaco,  Hidalgo  17  Nov  (TMHa).  Very 
rare  in  El  Paso,  the  male  Northern  Cardinal 
from  summer  lingered  at  Rio  Bosque  Wetlands 
Park  through  13  Aug  (JSp).  Rather  late  was  a 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  at  Hornsby  Bend,  Tra- 
vis 10  Nov  (MaC,  JeP).  A late  Blue  Grosbeak 
was  located  at  Quintana,  Brazoria  3 Nov  (RW). 
Lingering  Painted  Buntings  included  one  at 
Zapata,  Zapata  24  Nov  (MBS)  and  another  on 
Galveston  Island,  Galveston  28  Nov  (ph.  JiS). 
Always  rare  in  fall,  6 Bobolinks  were  at  Smith 
Point,  Chambers  14  Sep  (ToL),  one  was  there  22 
Sep  QK,  ToL),  and  2 were  near  Port  O’Connor, 
Calhoun  2 Oct  (BF);  more  surprising  were  2 
at  Smyer  Playa,  Hockley  16  Aug  (ph.  StC).  An 
early  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  on  the  Boli- 
var Peninsula,  Galveston  3 Sep  (SL),  and  a high 
count  of  11  came  from  the  Seabreeze  Landfill, 
Brazoria  24  Nov  (RW  et  al).  An  unusually  large 
count  of  2000  Brewer’s  Blackbirds  was  made 
at  Lake  Fork,  Wood  18  Nov  (JaC).  A lingering 
Bronzed  Cowbird  was  at  Lubbock  8 Oct  (CRi). 
A late  Orchard  Oriole  was  on  w.  Galveston  Is- 
land, Galveston  24  Oct  (JT).  A Hooded  Oriole 
lingered  through  the  period  at  El  Paso  (BZi), 
while  another  at  Paradise  Pond.  Nueces  22  Nov 
(ph.  MBe)  provided  a rare  barrier  island  record. 
Bullock’s  Orioles  made  a good  showing  on  the 
Upper  Texas  Coast,  with  singles  at  Quintana, 
Brazoria  28  Aug  (DSh),  Lafitte’s  Cove,  Galveston 
7 Sep  QF),  and  River  Park,  Fort  Bend  9-15  Sep 
(MSc  et  al);  2 were  at  Lafitte’s  Cove  2 Nov  (JT). 

A hundred  House  Finches  at  Longview, 
Gre^  15  Oct  (LPr)  made  a very  high  count. 
Red  Crossbill  moved  into  the  w.  half  of  the  state 
starting  in  late  Oct,  "with  numerous  reports  in- 
cluding flocks  at  El  Paso  of  up  to  30  birds.  On 
the  South  Plains,  the  first  reported  was  a male 
at  Lubbock  22  Oct  (AH)  with  small  flocks  not- 
ed in  the  city  through  the  remainder  of  the  sea- 
son, including  3 Type  2 birds  audiorecorded  at 
the  Lubbock  Cemetery  29  Nov  (StC).  Farther 
e.,  a flock  of  21  Red  Crossbills  was  at  Eastview 
Memorial  Cemetery,  Wilbarger  4 Nov  (GCo, 
SG,  EW).  A Lesser  Goldfinch  was  banded  at 
Lake  Jackson,  Brazoria  17  Nov  (ToL  et  al.).  A 
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very  early  American  Goldfinch  was 
reported  at  Lake  Tawakoni,  Rains  1 1 
Sep  (SG.  DMo).  Four  Evening  Gros- 
beaks were  at  the  Davis  Mountains 
Resort,  Jeff  Davis  27-31  Oct  (ph., 
tME,  MEa). 
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After  relatively  very  hot  spring  and 
summer  seasons,  fall  2012  continued 
warmer  to  much  warmer  than  normal, 
with  the  western  parts  of  the  two  states  warm- 
er than  the  eastern;  Wyoming’s  Bear/Green 
drainages  suffered  through  record-high  tem- 
peratures in  August.  To  exacerbate  the  prob- 
lems caused  by  the  heat,  precipitation  totals 
were  mostly  on  the  low  side,  though  normal 
m Wyoming’s  Snake  drainage  and  Colorado’s 
South  Platte  drainage  from  September  through 
November.  August’s  precipitation  map  of  the 
Region  presents  lots  of  angry-looking,  much- 
below-normal  orange,  with  record-driest  val- 
ues for  Wyoming’s  Belle  Fourche  and  Lower 
Platte  drainages.  Wyoming  remained  dry  in 
September,  but  Colorado  moderated,  with 
three  drainages  wetter  than  normal,  including 
the  Rio  Grande,  which  was  much  wetter  than 
normal.  The  Region  ended  the  season  with  the 
swath  of  Exceptional  Drought  on  the  Great 
Plains  edging  into  both  states  and  about  half  of 
Colorado  under  Extreme  Drought. 

With  lowering  water  levels  due  to  continu- 
ing drought,  the  focus  of  early-season  birding 
in  Colorado  was  Prewitt  Reservoir  and  then 
Jackson  Reservoir,  both  of  which  hosted  im- 
mense numbers  of  waterbirds.  At  the  same 
time.  Plains  woodlots  started  filling  up  with 
migrant  species  from  many  directions.  This 
combination  of  phenomena  provided  what 
was  probably  the  best  fall  birding  ever  noted 
by  the  state’s  birders.  Among  Colorado  high- 
lights were  the  usual  plethora  of  hybrids,  in- 
cluding a couple  of  fascinating  passerines,  its 
first  Aleutian  Cackling  Goose,  third  Curlew 
Sandpiper,  a Downy  Woodpecker  from  the 
Pacific  Northwest,  an  amazing  vireo  show,  mul- 
tiple Pacific  Wrens,  third  Brewster’s  Warbler, 
second  fall  Connecticut  Warbler,  first  Hermit 


Warbler  since  2002,  fourth  Nelson’s  Sparrow, 
and  third  Brambling. 

Colorado’s  fabulous  fall  birding  was  likely 
the  result  of  several  simultaneous  phenomena. 
Nearly  all  “eastern”  woodland  birds  were  found 
in  well  above  typical  numbers,  often  twice  to 
thrice  what  might  be  expected.  Concurrently, 
woodland  passerines  from  west  of  Colorado, 
such  as  Townsend’s  Warblers  and  Cassin’s 
Vireos,  also  appeared  in  exceptional  numbers. 
Adding  to  this  festival  was  a suite  of  “montane” 
birds  that  swept  onto  the  plains  in  droves.  This 
latter  irruption  contained  a select  group,  how- 
ever, constituted  mostly  of  species  that  breed  in 
the  mountains  and  in  northern  coniferous  for- 
ests (e.g..  Red-breasted  Nuthatch),  while  strict- 
ly montane  species  (e.g..  Mountain  Chickadee) 
were  largely  absent,  suggesting  that  these  birds 
came  mostly  from  Canada  and  not  our  local 
parched  and  burnt  forests.  In  stark  contrast  to 
these  invasions,  incursions,  and  irruptions,  our 
grassland  birds  seemed  virtually  non-existent. 

No  single  factor  can  be  invoked  to  explain 
the  above  combination  of  events.  Climatic 
conditions  surely  contributed  in  obvious  ways, 
such  as  poor  breeding  success  of  grassland  spe- 
cies caused  by  widespread  drought,  and  in  less 
apparent  ways,  such  as  the  increased  concen- 
tration of  birds  in  Plains  oases.  The  first  push  of 
vagrants  this  season  was  an  especially  good  one 
and  probably  induced  a “Patagonia  Rest  Stop” 
effect,  increasing  birder  effort,  and  undoubt- 
edly contributing  to  the  number  of  rarities 
detected.  The  influx  of  birds  from  the  Pacific 
Northwest  is  more  challenging  to  explain,  as 
that  Region  did  not  suffer  from  severe  drought. 
Townsend’s  Warblers  and  Cassin’s  Vireos  may 
have  arrived  in  record  numbers  due  to 
a successful  breeding  season,  weather 
patterns,  and/or  a greater  concentra- 
tion at  oases  in  desiccated  Colorado. 
However,  throughout  the  fall,  there  was 
a dribble  of  truly  extraordinary  vagrants 
from  the  Pacific  Northwest,  spanning 
several  families,  and  spanning  much 
of  the  season.  A unified  cause  for  these 
occurrences  remains  elusive,  and  they 
may  simply  represent  unrelated  events. 

Wyoming’s  many  fewer  birders 
found  both  a Mississippi  Kite  and  a 
Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  (the  sixth 
state  record  of  each),  two  Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers,  and  the  first  two  fall 
reports  of  Great-tailed  Grackle  since 
1991.  Late  November  saw  the  begin- 
nings of  the  massive  redpoll  flight  into 
the  Region. 

Abbreviations:  Barr  (Barr  Lake, 
Adams)',  Chatfield  (Chatfield  Reservoir 
and  S.R,  Douglas/Jejjerson)',  Chico 


(Chico  Basin  Ranch,  El  Paso/Pueblo)'  Edness  K. 
Wilkins  (Edness  Kimball  Wilkins  S.  P. , Natrona) ; 
Elevenmile  (Elevenmile  Reservoir,  Park)' 
Hereford  Ranch  (Wyoming  Hereford  Ranch, 
Laramie,  WY);  Jackson  Qackson  Reservoir  and 
S.P.,  Morgan);  Jumbo  (Jumbo  Reservoir,  Logan! 
Sedgwick)',  Plains  (Colorado’s  eastern  plains); 
Prewitt  (Prewitt  Reservoir,  Washington)', 
Timnath  (Timnath  Reservoir,  Larimer)',  Totten 
(Totten  Reservoir,  Montezuma).  “West  Slope” 
denotes  locations  w.  of  the  Rockies.  Due  to  re- 
porting biases,  all  locations  can  be  assumed  to 
be  in  Colorado;  Wyoming  locations  are  noted 
as  such  the  first  time  they  appear.  Only  the 
observer(s)  initially  finding  and  identifying 
cited  records  are  listed.  Undocumented  reports 
from  Colorado  of  Colorado  B.R.C.  (C.B.R.C.) 
review  species  (<www.cfobirds.org>)  that  are 
deemed  probably  correct  are  summarized  at 
the  end  of  this  report. 

WATERFOWL 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese  (10  Oct+)  were 
found  in  above-average  numbers,  particularly 
along  the  Front  Range,  with  some  17  occur- 
rences (nearly  all  of  singles)  scattered  from 
Larimer  s.  to  Douglas  28  Oct-30  Nov.  The 
only  reports  away  from  e.  Colorado  were  of 
2 at  Thermopolis,  Hot  Springs,  WY  20  Sep  (Y 
Sandage);  4 ads.  with  the  season’s  first  Snow 
Goose  at  Home  Lake,  Rio  Grande  10  Oct  ODB); 
singles  in  Wyoming  at  Laramie,  Albany  27  Oct 
(DJ,  D.  McDonald)  and  Slide  Lake,  Teton  1 
Nov  (M.  Burns);  and  3 at  Delta,  Delta  25  Nov 
(B.  Harris).  Snow  Goose  numbers  peaked  at 
30,000,  at  Jumbo,  Logan  25  Nov  (KMD,  JKe), 
while  Rio  Grande  and  Archuleta  were  the  only 


This  Cackling  Goose  at  Union  Reservoir,  Weld  County,  Colorado  on  25  Novem- 
ber 2012,  appears  to  be  an  Aleutian  leucopareia.  All  visible  in  the  color  pho- 
tographs, the  hint  of  a neck  ring,  the  broad  black  gular  stripe,  the  bronzy 
chest,  long  bill,  and  steep  forehead  with  rounded  crown  are  suggestive  of 
this  subspecies.  Its  appearance  coincided  with  a storm-related  incursion  of 
Aleutian  Cackling  Geese  into  Washington.  The  increasing  population  on  the 
Aleutian  Islands  has  led  to  a dramatic  increase  in  vagrancy  along  the  Pacific 
Coast  over  the  past  decade  or  so.  Photograph  by  Steven  6.  Mhdinow. 
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This  trio  of  Surf  Scoters  visited  Bear  Lake  in  Rocky  Mountain  MationaS  Park,  Larimer  County,  Colorado  14  October  201 2.  The  commonest 
scoter  species  occurring  in  the  state, Surf  is  of  quite  regular  appearance  in  fall  on  large,  relatively  high-elevation  reservoirs.  However, 
while  Bear  Lake  is  at  fairly  high  elevation,  it  is  anything  but  large,  so  the  occurrence  there  was  unusual.  Photograph  by  Chad  Dookn. 


w.  Colorado  counties  visited  by  this  species. 
Single  Snow  Goose  x Ross’s  Goose  hybrids 
were  found  at  Dodd  Reservoir  Boulder  25  Nov 
(ad.;  SGM,  DD)  and  not  far  away  at  Frederick, 
Weld  29  Nov  (imm.;  SGM,  CSh).  An  ad.  Snow 
Goose  X Cackling  Goose  hybrid  and  a Snow 
Goose  X Canada  Goose  hybrid  were  noted 
in  w.  Weld  and  e.  Boulder  24-28  Nov  QB,  BS, 
CLW)  and  at  Union  Reservoir,  Weld  30  Nov 
(SGM,  EK),  respectively,  while  single  Ross’s 
Goose  X Cackling  Goose  hybrids  were  found 
at  Baseline  Reservoir,  Boulder  12  Nov  (CN)  and 
near  Frederick  24  Nov  QB,  BS,  CLW),  the  lat- 
ter probably  a returning  individual.  A Cackling 
Goose  at  Jumbo,  Sedgwick  11-18  Aug  and  an- 
other at  Yuma,  Yuma  11  Aug  (both  ph.  MR) 
are  of  great  interest,  as  the  Region  had  but  two 
prior  summer  records,  both  from  Colorado, 
one  each  of  hutchinsii  and  minimal  another 
had  either  summered  or  was  roughly  a month 
early  16  Sep  at  Holyoke,  Phillips  (SGM).  The 
peak  count  of  Cackling  Geese  was  of  7500  at 
Dodd  Reservoir  17  Nov  (CN).  A Taverner’s 
Cackling  Goose  was  picked  from  the  hordes 
of  Richardson’s  near  Frederick  24  Nov  (SGM, 
NM),  and  12  were  there  29  Nov  (SGM,  CSh); 
3 were  at  Union  Reservoir  30  Nov  (SGM,  EK). 
This  subspecies  is  likely  an  uncommon  to  rare 
migrant  and  winter  visitor  in  Colorado.  The 
waterfowl  find  of  the  season,  however,  was  an 
Aleutian  Cackling  Goose  at  Union  Reservoir 
25  Nov  (ph.,  tSGM,  CSh),  a first  for  Colorado. 
Despite  the  unprecedented  aspect  of  this  re- 


cord, it  meshes  with  an  apparently  storm- 
related  easterly  push  away  from  the  typical 
migration  corridor  of  the  subspecies  (see  the 
Washington  & Oregon  regional  report),  and  a 
substantial  increase  in  its  population. 

The  most  interesting  of  four  Colorado  re- 
ports of  Trumpeter  Swan  21  Oct-29  Nov  was 
of  2 at  Walden  Reservoir  29  Nov  (DM)  that 
might  account  for  just  the  second  record  in 
lightly  birded  Jackson.  Reproducing  semi-cap- 
tive Trumpeter  Swans  in  Archuleta  continue  to 
surprise  birders  unaware  of  their  existence  that 
far  s.  in  the  state.  Baseline  Reservoir  hosted  5-9 
Tundra  Swans  15  Nov-t-  (ph.  DD);  these  birds, 
presumably,  moved  to  the  Valmont  Reservoir 
complex  with  the  arrival  of  winter,  where  the 
flock  size  climbed  to  15.  The  2 male  Wood 
Ducks  at  DeWeese  Reservoir,  Custer  19  Sep 
(RM)  were  at  atypically  high  elevation,  while  the 
78  at  Louviers,  Douglas  23  Sep  (T.  Halverstadt, 
KH)  accounted  for  the  seasonal  maximum;  2 
at  Hot  Springs  S.P.,  Hot  Springs  (SC)  were  quite 
late  for  Wyoming  27  Nov.  The  peak  Mallard 
count  was  of  50,000  at  Jumbo,  Logan/Sedgwick 
24  Nov  (B.  Kaempfer).  Some  200  Cinnamon 
Teal  made  a fine  sight  at  Timnath  Reservoir 
2 Aug  (GP).  The  lOOO-i-  Redheads  at  Jackson 
Hole,  Teton,  WY  25  Oct  (MF)  is  a tally  more 
reminiscent  of  spring  than  fall,  while  600  Ring- 
necked Ducks  at  Lake  George,  Park  27  Oct 
(NK)  must  have  nearly  filled  that  small  water 
body.  The  25  reports  of  1-7  Greater  Scaup 
made  for  a fairly  good  showing  in  Colorado; 


the  species  went  essentially  unreported  in 
Wyoming.  The  maximum  Lesser  Scaup  count 
was  of  750  at  LUNA  Reservoir,  Weld  23  Nov 
(SGM,  B.  Tweit).  Three  imm.  Surf  Scoters  at 
Bear  Lake,  Rocky  Mountain  N.P.,  Larimer  14 
Oct  (ph.  C.  Doolen)  made  a remarkable  find; 
the  species  regularly  occurs  in  fall  on  the 
large,  high-elevation  reservoirs  in  Colorado’s 
mountain  parks,  but  Bear  Lake  matches  only 
the  high-elevation  aspect  of  those  sites.  Of  the 
other  seven  reports  of  11  total  Surf  Scoters  14 
Oct-27  Nov,  most  came  from  typical  mountain 
park  and  e.  Colorado  locations,  with  the  ex- 
ceptions being  1-2  at  Trinidad  Reservoir,  Las 
Animas  14  Oct-28  Nov  (RM)  and  the  single  at 
Lake  Hattie  Reservoir,  Albany  1 7 Nov  (SB),  pro- 
viding the  only  Wyoming  report.  Of  the  nine 
reports  of  14  White-winged  Scoters,  those  at 
less-typical  locations  included  2 each  at  Totten 
4 Nov  QDB)  and  Ice  Pond,  Chaffee  10-11  Nov 
(NM)  and  one  at  Rock  Canyon,  Pueblo  17  Nov 
(R.  Clawges),  while  the  only  Black  Scoter  was 
at  Pueblo  Reservoir,  Pueblo  26-27  Nov  (BKP). 
Overall,  Surf  Scoter  and  White-winged  Scoter 
numbers  were  about  average,  while  the  Black 
Scoter  showing  was  distinctly  subpar.  Long- 
tailed Duck  reports  were  about  half  the  norm, 
with  2 at  South  Platte  Park,  Arapahoe  17-18 
Nov  (CM,  D.  Hill)  and  singles  in  Larimer  18 
Nov  (NK,  BB),  El  Paso  24  Nov  (MP),  and  Pueblo 
26  Nov  (BKP,  M.  Joy).  The  first  Bufflehead  mi- 
grants from  outside  Colorado  typically  arrive 
in  early  Oct,  so  sightings  of  one  in  Boulder  22- 
25  Aug  (CN),  2 in  Washington  25  Aug  (SGM, 
DD),  and  4 in  Larimer  2-6  Sep  (NK)  were  quite 
early;  the  seasonal  maximum  was  of  2039  at 
Spinney  Mountain  Reservoir,  Park  23  Nov  (JB, 
JKe,  SSt,  CLW).  Pertaining  to  this  summer’s 
Chaffee  bird,  a male  Common  Goldeneye  at 
Pastorius  Reservoir,  La  Plata  26  Aug+  QDB) 
was  even  stranger,  as  the  site  is  much  farther 
s.  and  w.  and  at  lower  elevation;  the  fall  peak 
was  of  735  at  McIntosh  Reservoir,  Boulder  17 
Nov  (CN),  while  the  Common  Merganser  max 
of  1300  was  at  this  site  two  days  later  (TF). 
Red-breasted  Mergansers  showed  quite  poorly 
this  fall,  appearing  at  about  half  the  frequency 
of  2011  and  about  one-quarter  the  abundance 
(eBird  data).  The  Ruddy  Duck  maximum  was 
of  an  estimated  1000  at  Jackson  27  Sep  (NL). 

GROUSE  THROUGH  HAWKS 

The  2 Greater  Prairie-Chickens  at  Flagler 
S.WA.,  Kit  Carson  27  Sep  (DAL,  SGM)  were 
between  the  e.  Colorado  ranges  of  the  two 
prairie-chicken  species.  Single  Red-throated 
Loons  were  at  Pueblo  Reservoir  8-9  & 16-17 
Nov  (BKP)  and  at  Chatfield,  Douglas  20  Nov 
QD)  furnished  an  average  fall’s  total,  while  a 
superb  total  of  21  Pacific  Loons  was  reported, 
the  most  interesting  of  which  included  one 
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In  fall  2012,  Colorado  enjoyed  a stunning  shorebird  season  that  included  these  two  Suddy 
Turnstones,  photographed  20  September  2012  at  Prewitt  Reservoir,  Washington  County.  This 
species  is  found  once  or  twice  a year  in  Colorado.  Photograph  bySteuen  G.  Mlodimvi 


from  the  West  Slope  at  Totten 
6-8  Nov  QDB)  and  2 (ad.,  juv.) 
at  Lake  Hattie  Reservoir  17 
Nov  (SB),  the  only  Wyoming 
report.  Presumably  a sum- 
menng  individual,  a Common 
Loon  was  noted  at  Angel  Lake 
w.  of  Eaton,  Weld  15  Aug 
OKI).  The  seasonal  Pied-billed 
Grebe  maximum  was  of  261 
at  Timnath  21  Aug  (DAL).  A 
plethora  of  early  (before  20 
Sep)  Horned  Grebes  were 
noted,  with  the  hrst  being  a 
bird  at  Timnath  2 Sep  (NK) 
that  was  joined  by  5 more  6 
Sep  (SGM),  most  in  nearly 
or  full  basic  plumage.  This 
strong  early  showing  did  not 
foreshadow  a good  fall  for  this 
species:  the  maximum  was 
just  30  at  Union  Reservoir 
27  Oct  (S.  Frye),  compared 
with  peak  tallies  of  200  in  fall  2012  and  300 
in  fall  2011,  and  the  species’  frequency  during 
fall  2012  was  roughly  half  that  of  2011  (eBird 
data).  The  12  or  so  reports  of  Red-necked 
Grebe,  all  singles  3 Sep-27  Nov,  made  for  a 
spectacular  Regional  showing,  with  an  early 
arriver  at  Trinidad  Reservoir,  Las  Animas  3 Sep 
(T.  Crisler);  the  only  Red-necked  away  from  e. 
Colorado  was  in  Wyoming  at  Buffalo,  Sheridan 
27  Oct  (CM).  Western  Grebe  numbers  maxed 
at  5350  at  Union  Reservoir  on  17  Oct  (SGM). 
Hybrid  Aechmophorus  noted  were  singles  in 
Larimer  (20  Sep)  and  two  sites  in  Weld  (23  Sep, 
20  Oct)  and  2 in  Kiowa  14  Oct  (all  SGM). 

The  1170  Double-crested  Cormorants  at 
Timnath  21  Aug  (DAL)  accounted  for  a goodly 
Regional  high  count.  The  number  of  American 
White  Pelicans  at  Jackson  19  Aug-14  Oct  var- 
ied greatly  by  day  and  observer,  ranging  from 
1100  to  5000  (peak  on  9 Sep);  given  the  two- 
month  span,  a massive  number  of  pelicans 
must  have  visited  this  location.  The  few  re- 
ports of  American  Bittern  away  from  breeding 
areas  included  an  Ouray  first  near  Ridgway  15- 
24  Sep  (KN).  Great  Egrets  noted  on  the  West 
Slope,  where  rarish,  were  in  Mesa  28  Aug-6 
Sep  (LA),  at  Totten  11  Aug-16  Sep  (H&R 
Morris),  and  two  continuing  in  Moffat  to  13 
Sep  (EL).  Peak  tallies  of  30  Great  Egrets  25  Aug 
(SGM)  and  180  Snowy  Egrets  30  Aug  (SGM)  at 
Jackson  more  than  trebled  record  high  counts 
for  ne.  Colorado  away  from  w.  Weld.  Single 
Little  Blue  Herons  graced  two  Adams  sites,  an 
imm.  that  became  ever  less  calico  at  Lowell 
Ponds  9 Jul-8  Sep  (m.ob.)  and  an  ad.  at  Rocky 
Mountain  Arsenal  N.WR.  21  Jul-8  Aug  (DB); 
2-3  are  noted  in  Colorado  most  years.  Two 
Cattle  Egrets  arrived  at  Walden  Ponds,  Boulder 


7 Oct  (S.  Taylor)  at  about  the  state’s  normal  de- 
parture time  for  the  species,  with  one  staying 
through  23  Nov,  thus  flirting  with  the  state’s 
record-late  date.  A juv.  Yellow-crowned  Night- 
Heron  was  an  excellent  find  near  Jumbo,  Logan 
11  Aug  (tMP,  BSt). 

Osprey  has  usually  departed  the  Region  by 
mid-Oct,  so  one  at  high  elevation  at  DeWeese 
Reservoir  22  Oct  (RM)  and  one  at  Dolores 
Ponds,  Montezuma  23  Oct  (JDB)  were  a bit 
late,  but  the  singles  at  Chatfield,  Douglas  1 
Nov  (LK),  at  Pueblo  Reservoir  12  Nov  (BKP), 
and  in  s.  El  Paso  through  17  Nov  (m.ob.) 
were  incredibly  late  (though  Colorado  has 
several  recent  winter  records).  Also  late  was  a 
Mississippi  Kite  w.  of  Fort  Lupton,  Weld  1 Oct 
(W  Zwartjes),  which  provided  just  the  second 
or  third  Colorado  record  for  that  month.  In 
Wyoming,  a second-cycle  Mississippi  Kite  at 
Cheyenne,  Laramie  1 1 Aug  QM)  provided  only 
the  sixth  record  overall,  second  in  fall;  with  the 
species  colonizing  Weld,  Wyoming  can  prob- 
ably expect  more  records  in  the  near  future.  An 
unprecedented  fall  season  for  Broad-winged 
Hawks  in  Colorado  saw  21  reports  of  58  birds 
(8  Sep-8  Oct),  including  an  incredible  14  over 
Fort  Collins  (DAL)  and  16  passing  Longmont, 
Boulder  (SSe)  23  Sep,  while  an  ad.  and  2 juvs. 
at  Rye,  Pueblo  17  Aug  (BKP,  DS)  provided 
the  third  recent  suggestion  of  local  breeding; 
hopefully  someone  can  nail  these  birds  down! 
After  a century  or  more  of  no  firm  records 
for  Colorado,  Krider’s  Red-tailed  Hawks  have 
become  annual  in  the  past  few  years,  with 
this  season’s  birds  in  Kit  Carson  10  Oct  QKi) 
and  Boulder  24  Nov  (JB,  BS,  CLW).  Scarce  in 
Wyoming  after  Oct,  the  Ferruginous  Hawk  in 
Crook  6 Nov  (JA)  was  notable. 


RAILS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

The  1610  American  Coots  at  Elevenmile 
23  Nov  may  have  seemed  like  a lot,  but 
just  down  the  road  on  the  same  date 
were  an  estimated  24,000  at  Spinney 
Mountain  Reservoir  (both  JB,  JKe,  SSt, 
CLW),  showing  just  how  important  these 
montane  reservoirs  can  be  to  migrant 
waterbirds.  A summering  pair  of  Sandhill 
Cranes  at  Fruitgrowers  Reservoir,  Delta, 
the  third  such  occurrence,  was  last  noted 
8 Aug  (AC),  while  the  15,000  at  Keyhole 
Reservoir,  Crook  10  Oct  (fide  MF)  made 
for  an  exceptional  fall  and  Wyoming  tal- 
ly. Three  Black-bellied  Plovers  inhabited 
Union  Reservoir  3 Nov  (NM),  with  one 
remaining  until  23  Nov;  this  species  has 
usually  departed  the  Region  by  late  Oct, 
and  23  Nov  may  have  eclipsed  the  prior 
late  date. 

A late,  calling  golden-plover  at  Jim 
Hamm  Pond,  Boulder  19  Nov  (TF)  was 
possibly  a Pacific;  there  are  no  Regional 
records  of  the  species.  A Snowy  Plover  was  both 
late  and  out  of  place  at  Chatfield,  Douglas  13 
Sep  (ph.  GW),  while  a Mountain  Plover  in  the 
Piceance  Basin,  Rio  Blanco  19  Aug  (D.  Hilkey) 
was  in  nw.  Colorado,  where  rarely  found.  The 
154  Mountain  Plovers  at  Briggsdale,  Weld  8 
Aug  (DAL)  provided  the  seasonal  maximum. 
The  Black-necked  Stilt  at  McIntosh  Reservoir 
9-11  Oct  (C.  Hundertmark)  was  both  late  and 
in  Boulder,  where  not  at  all  regular.  The  spe- 
cies is  also  rare  on  the  West  Slope,  so  2 each 
in  Mesa  2 Aug  (D.  Trappett)  and  Routt  26  Aug 
(T.  Litteral)  and  one  in  Montezuma  9 Sep  QDB) 
were  of  interest.  An  American  Avocet  was  late 
in  Wyoming  at  Table  Mountain  S.W.A.,  Goshen 
28  Oct  (SB).  Of  the  25  Solitary  Sandpipers 
identified  to  subspecies  in  e.  Colorado  this 
fall,  all  were  of  the  western  subspecies  cinna- 
momea.  Up  to  9 Whimbrels,  quite  rare  in  fall, 
inhabited  Jackson  19-26  Aug  (SGM,  LK).  A 
Long-billed  Curlew  at  Barr  21  Oct  (M.  Metzger) 
was  more  than  three  weeks  tardy.  Though  ex- 
tremely unlikely,  we  encourage  observers  of 
late  birds  to  rule  out  Far  Eastern  Curlew,  re- 
corded once  as  close  as  British  Columbia.  A 
Ruddy  Turnstone  made  for  a first  in  the  San 
Luis  'Valley  at  the  Blanca  Wetlands,  Alamosa  24 
Aug  (L.  Rawinski),  while  2 were  at  Prewitt  20 
Sep  (SGM,  EK),  where  more  expected,  though 
still  rare.  Late  were  3 Western  Sandpipers  at 
Jackson  22  Oct  (SGM),  a Pectoral  Sandpiper 
at  Cherry  Creek  19  Nov  (T.  Bunker),  a Stilt 
Sandpiper  at  Little  Jumbo  Reservoir,  Logan  27 
Oct  (DM),  and  2 Red-necked  Phalaropes  at 
Jackson  22  Oct  (SGM)  were  quite  late,  though 
not  record  so.  Seven  Dunlins  at  six  sites  9 Aug- 
27  Nov  included  a relatively  long-staying  bird 
in  the  foothills  near  Falcon,  El  Paso  17-27  Nov 
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(AS).  Quite  oddly,  the  high  Stilt  Sandpiper  count  was  of  just  220  and 
at  Prewitt,  rather  than  Jackson,  2 Sep  (SGM).  A variable  number  (1-8) 
of  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  graced  Jackson  23  Aug-5  Sep,  while  2-5 
were  at  Prewitt  25  Aug-2  Sep  (tSGM,  DD,  JKe),  and  the  last  of  the 
season  visited  Jumbo,  Sedgwick  8 Sep  (tSGM).  Some  22  Short-billed 
Dowitchers  (12  Aug-21  Sep)  at  five  Plains  sites  made  for  an  atypically 
high  number,  peaking  at  12  at  Prewitt  25  Aug  (SGM,  DD).  As  there  are 
few  migration  reports  of  Wilson’s  Snipe  from  Wyoming,  occurrence 
patterns  are  not  clearly  defined;  one  at  Sand  Creek,  Crook  QA)  was 
the  last  of  the  few  reports  4 Aug- 15  Nov.  The  4 Wilson’s  Phalaropes  at 
Evansville,  Natrona  4 Oct  (DK)  were  record  late  for  Wyoming.  Single 
Red  Phalaropes  did  turns  at  Ridgway  Reservoir,  Ouray  21-22  Aug  (G. 
Steele,  ph.  BW)  and  Chatfield,  Douglas  11  Nov  (GW);  the  former  was 
on  the  West  Slope,  where  the  species  is  exceedingly  rare. 

GULLS  THROUGH  SWIFTS 

Huerfano s second  Black-legged  Kittiwake,  an  ad.  13  Nov  at  Lathrop 
S.E,  was  replaced  the  next  day  by  its  third,  a juv.  (both  RM). 
Colorado’s  third  of  the  season,  another  juv.,  visited  Pueblo  Reservoir 
26  Nov  (BKP).  The  mediocre  15  Sabine’s  Gulls  at  one  Wyoming  and 
11  Colorado  sites  2 Sep-10  Nov  were  headlined  by  single  juvs.  at 
Stagecoach  Reservoir,  Routt  21  Sep  (ph.  TM),  a rare  West  Slope  oc- 
currence; Cody,  Park,  WY  30  Sep  (SC);  and  the  latest  at  Colorado 
Springs,  El  Paso  10  Nov  (K.  Pals,  S.  Getty).  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  are  at 
best  uncommon  on  the  West  Slope,  so  one  in  Garfield  and  3 in  Routt 
during  Nov  are  of  interest.  Adding  to  about  45  state  records,  an  ad. 
laughing  Gull  visited  Barr  16  Aug  (tSGM),  while  another  ad.  was  in 
the  San  Luis  Valley  at  Russell  Lakes  S.WA.,  Saguache  18  Aug-4  Sep 
(ph.,  TDD),  yielding  Colorado’s  first  record  w.  of  the  Plains.  Single 
ad.  Mew  Gulls  were  noted  at  Chatfield,  Douglas  8-13  Nov  (GW)  and 
Pueblo  Reservoir  28  Nov  (BKP),  representing  a fairly  typical  fall  for 
the  species.  As  is  typical,  the  California  Gull  peak  was  early,  1250 
at  Timnath  6 Sep  (SGM)  composed  primarily  of  ads.  (98%);  the  78 
(mostly  ads.)  in  w.  Weld  28  Nov  (SGM)  was  a very  large  number  for 
so  late.  The  ad.  Herring  Gull  at  Prewitt  25  Aug  was  about  a month 
early,  though  joined  by  as  many  as  6 more  by  15  Sep  (SGM).  Among 
the  uncommon  species  of  gulls,  the  season  saw  reports  of  some  12 
Thayer’s  (8  Oct+)  and  20  Lesser  Black-backeds  (23  Aug+);  an  early 
Lesser  was  at  Jackson  23  Aug-15  Sep  (GW,  LK,  SGM)  and  at  least  4 at 
Lake  Hattie  Reservoir  17-24  Nov  (SB)  made  Wyoming’s  record  count. 
An  ad.  Great  Black-backed  Gull  returned  to  Pueblo  Reservoir  23  Nov 
(BKP);  the  species  is  still  quite  rare  everywhere  else  in  the  Region. 

Least  Terns  in  out-of-the-way  places  were  at  Jackson  (juv.  19  Aug; 
SGM);  Panama  Reservoir,  Boulder  (2  ads.  13  Sep;  TF);  and  CF&I 
lakes,  s.  Pueblo  (one  on  15  Sep;  DS).  Six  Caspian  Terns  (about  aver- 
age) were  found  in  four  e.  Colorado  counties  during  a very  short 
window,  5-12  Sep.  An  alternate-plumaged  ad.  Arctic  Tern,  much 
appreciated  at  Chatfield,  Douglas/Jefferson  25-26  Sep  (ph.  GW), 
made  Colorado’s  nineteenth  record.  It  was  a pitiful  fall  for  jaegers  in 
the  Region,  with  the  only  bird  reported  as  a Pomarine  at  McIntosh 
Reservoir  6 Oct  (BG). 

Six  to  eight  weeks  tardy  were  single  Band-tailed  Pigeons  at 
Allenspark,  Boulder  14  Nov  (LK)  and  Georgetown,  Clear  Creek  29 
Nov  (SGM,  CSh),  both  montane  sites.  Illustrative  of  the  abundance 
of  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  in  Colorado  were  the  587  at  Frederick 
Recreation  Area,  Weld  29  Nov  (SGM,  CSh),  while  the  highest  count 
of  the  rapidly  increasing  population  of  White -winged  Doves  was  of 
8 in  a Grand  Junction,  Mesa  neighborhood  5 Sep  (LA).  In  Wyoming, 
four  White-winged  Dove  reports  25  Aug-15  Nov  nearly  matched 
the  count  of  five  previous  fall  records  combined.  Migrant  Yellow- 
billed Cuckoos  were  detected  at  only  three  sites  in  two  e.  Colorado 


With  the  dry  spring  and  summer  conditions,  water  levels  in 
Plains  reservoirs  dropped,  a situation  that  normally  creates 
excellent  conditions  for  fish-eating  and  mud-probing  birds.  No  site 
exemplified  that  better  this  season  than  Jackson  (Table  1),  where  im- 
mense numbers  of  grebes,  pelicans,  and  shorebirds  made  frequent 
visits  der/gtieur  for  Colorado's  birders.  Prior  to  this  season,  the  Region- 
al high  count  of  American  Golden-Plover  was  of24from  Johnson,  WY 
in  1 982,  thus  the  great  showing  at  Jackson  5 Sep-28  Oct  that  included 
counts  of  22  (5  Oct;  JKe,  KMD),  28  (8  Oct;  SGM,  CSh),  and  a whopping 
38  (22  Oct;  SGM)  was  incredible*  Nine  others  were  found,  at  seven 
sites,  ali  in  e.  Colorado,  which  is  about  the  norm.  Among  the  masses 
of  sandpipers  in  iate  Aug,  the  Region's  and  Colorado's  third  Curlew 
Sandpiper,  a juv.,  was  ogled  here  23-30  Aug  (ph.,  tSGM). 


Table  1.  RegiCiiiaf  watcibird  rnaxiffud  at  Jackson  Reservoir,  Morfan,.CO  in  fail2012. 


Sp'ictfi 

Hartir 

Date 

Observef(i|. 

Blue-winged  Teal 

350 

20-Sep 

SGM 

Green-winged  Teal 

1500 

31 -Aug 

SGM,  LA 

American  White  Pelican 

5000 

9-Sep 

SGM 

Great  Egret 

30 

25-Aug 

SGM 

Snowy  Egret 

180 

28-Aug 

CA 

American  Golden-Plover* 

38 

22-Oct 

SGM 

Semipalmated  Plover 

16 

31 -Aug 

D.  Hawksworth 

Killdeer 

500 

7-Oct 

GK 

American  Avocet 

300 

9-Sep 

SGM 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

30 

1-Sep 

BP 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

55 

30-Aug 

LK 

Lesser  Yellowlegs* 

505 

15-Sep 

SGM 

Whimbrel 

9 

24-Aug 

LK,  KMD,  KH 

Long-billed  Curlew 

22 

19-Aug 

SGM 

Marbled  Godwit 

10 

1-Sep 

BP 

Sanderling 

18 

28-Aug 

CA 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

203 

25-Aug 

SGM,  DD 

Western  Sandpiper 

60 

31 -Aug 

JKe,  KMD 

Semipalmated/Western  Sandpiper 

150 

27-Sep 

NL 

Least  Sandpiper* 

1200 

31 -Aug 

SGM,  LA 

Baird's  Sandpiper* 

4700 

9-Sep 

SGM,  EK 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

40 

IS-Sep 

SGM 

Buff-breasted  Sandpiper* 

8 

3-Sep 

NK 

Wilson's  Phalarope 

1250 

15-Sep 

SGM 

Franklin's  Gull 

4000 

15-Sep 

SGM 

* = record  high  count  for  the  Region. 
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This  Philadelphia  Vireo,  photographed  at  Thompson  Ranch,  Lincoln  County  on  21  September,  was  one  of  20  found  during  fall 
201 2 in  Colorado,  potentially  increasing  that  state's  number  of  accepted  records  by  50%.  Photograph  by  Glenn  Walbek. 


counties,  Prowers  and  Morgan,  18  Aug-8  Sep, 
while  Black-billed  Cuckoo  was  found  twice: 
at  Nucla,  Montrose  22  Sep  (imm.;  BW,  tCD) 
for  just  the  second  West  Slope  record  (previ- 
ous in  Grand  in  2000)  and  nearly  record  late 
at  Chico  5 Oct  (tJD);  Colorado  has  about  25 
prior  records  of  Black-billed,  the  vast  majority 
from  May/Jun. 

Migrant  Flammulated  Owls  are  only  rarely 
reported,  so  the  bird  at  Grand  Junction  8 Sep 
(LA)  provides  one  of  very  few  specific  fall  oc- 
currences {contra  Righter  et  al.  2004.  Birds  of 
Western  Colorado  Plateau  and  Mesa  Country): 
there  are  just  10  Colorado  Aug/Sep  occur- 
rences reported  to  eBird,  four  on  the  West 
Slope.  The  only  two  Oct  reports  of  Burrowing 
Owl  came  from  locations  where  the  species  is 
rare:  w.  of  Hayden,  Routt  6 Oct  (K.  Koehler) 
and  at  Boulder  15  Oct  (CN).  The  Common 
Nighthawk  at  Fort  Collins,  Larimer  11  Oct 
(CC)  was  about  two  weeks  tardy.  Both  the  4 


Chimney  Swifts  over  Pueblo  6 Oct  (BKP)  and 
the  18  White-throated  Swifts  over  Florence, 
Fremont  1 Oct  (RM)  were  about  a week  late. 

HUMMINGBIRDS  THROUGH  FALCONS 

In  Wyoming,  an  ad.  male  Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird  at  Ten  Sleep,  Washakie  26  Sep 
(ph.,  vt.  C.  J.  Grimes)  provided  the  sixth  re- 
cord and  the  farthest  west.  Illustrating  how 
abundant  Broad-tailed  Hummingbirds  can  be 
in  late  summer/early  fall  was  a count  of  170  at 
the  feeders  at  the  Fawnbrook  Inn,  Allenspark 
2 Aug  (SGM).  Late  hummingbirds  included 
a Broad-tailed  at  Castle  Rock,  Douglas  8 Oct 
(GW)  and  a Rufous  at  Gateway,  Mesa  5 Oct  (C. 
Colter,  R Prappas).  Red-headed  Woodpeckers 
were  w.  of  normal  in  Boulder,  Douglas,  El 
Paso,  and  Pueblo,  and  a truly  wayward  indi- 
vidual was  not  only  w.  of  normal  but  at  high 
elevation  at  DeWeese  Reservoir  21  Aug  (RM). 
Well-described  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers  at 


Laramie  9 Oct  QKi)  and  Cheyenne,  Laramie  26 
Oct-i-  (M.  Schilling)  would  provide  Wyoming’s 
seventh  and  eighth  records.-  A whopping  12 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  were  found  in  nine 
e.  Colorado  counties  23  Sep+,  a seasonal  re- 
cord. Red-naped  Sapsuckers  are  rare  migrants 
on  the  Plains,  but  this  season  saw  a bounty 
of  records  there,  with  at  least  21  individu- 
als at  ten  sites  in  Lincoln,  Morgan,  Prowers, 
Washington,  and  Weld,  including  4 at  the  Brett 
Gray  Ranch,  Lincoln  16-27  Sep  (KMD,  JKe, 
GW).  However,  the  Regional  woodpecker 
find  of  the  season  was  an  inexplicable  female 
Downy  Woodpecker  of  the  gairdnerii  sub- 
pedes  group  (from  the  Pacific  coast)  at  Ish 
Reservoir,  Boulder  20  Oct  (tSGM,  EK)  that 
would  represent  the  first  Regional  record. 
Eastern  Downy  Woodpeckers  out  of  place 
included  individuals  in  the  mountains  at  Lily 
Lake,  Rocky  Mountain  N.P.,  Larimer  14  Nov 
(LK)  and  Allenspark  17  Nov  (CN),  while  an 
Eastern  Hairy  Woodpecker  was  w.  of  normal 
at  Valeo  Ponds  13  Oct  (GW).  A Merlin  at  Barr 
16  Aug  (SGM)  was  two  weeks  early. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

A Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  brightened 
Flagler  S.WA.  27  Sep  (tSGM,  DL);  Colorado 
has  five  accepted  records,  two  of  which  were 
from  fall  (both  Aug).  Two  Alder  Flycatchers 
were  detected  this  fall,  with  one  at  Last  Chance 
3 1 Aug-2  Sep  (ph.  GW,  LK)  and  one  at  Holyoke 
8 Sep  (TSGM,  MP,  DM);  Colorado’s  six  prior 
fall  records  span  16  Aug- 13  Sep.  A Willow 
Flycatcher  at  Picketwire  Canyon,  Otero  30  Sep 
(DD)  was  more  than  a week  tardy.  Hammond’s 
Flycatchers  tarried  across  the  Region,  includ- 
ing one  at  Washington  Park,  Carbon  29  Sep 
(DM)  that  provided  Wyoming’s  second-latest 
fall  record;  singles  at  Thompson  Ranch,  Lincoln 
11  Oct  (GW)  and  Valeo  Ponds  12  Oct  (BKP) 
were  two  weeks  late  for  e.  Colorado,  while 
one  at  Craig,  Moffat  1 Oct  (FL)  was  equally 
unusual  for  nw.  Colorado.  Single  Hammond’s 
Flycatchers  near  Lamar  4 Sep  (DAL)  and  at 
Holyoke  8 Sep  (DM,  MP,  SGM)  were  rare  for 
far  e.  Colorado.  A Pacific-slope/Cordilleran 
Flycatcher  at  Haxtun  16  Sep  (SGM)  was  e.  of 
usual  migration  corridors  as  well,  and  one  near 
Pueblo  Reservoir  1 1 Oct  (RM)  was  about  two 
weeks  late.  A goodly  7 Gray  Flycatchers  were 
recorded  on  the  Plains,  24  Aug-29  Sep,  while 
several  Gray  Flycatchers  were  detected  in  e. 
Wyoming,  where  rare,  with  singles  in  Goshen  1 
Sep  (W  Santos)  and  in  Laramie  19  & 24  Sep  (TF, 
CSe).  Wyoming’s  fourth  fall  Eastern  Phoebe  ap- 
peared in  Albany  22  Oct  (SB).  A Black  Phoebe 
at  Grand  Junction,  Mesa  14  Nov  (A.  Newberry, 
K.  McGinley)  was  a month  late  for  the  West 
Slope.  Three  Ash-throated  Flycatchers  near 
Gunnison,  Gunnison  29-30  Aug  (J.  Carroll) 


C A ’Twas  an  exciting  hummingbird  season  in  Colorado,  with  quite  a few  rarities  and  the 
.^fliargest  spillover  of  montane  migrants  onto  the  Plains  in  some  time.  Considering  that 
southbound  migrant  hummers  start  showing  up  in  the  state  in  late  Jun,  we  here  treat  late 
Jun  into  Oct  as  fall  migration  for  the  family.  Documented  rarities  notched  during  this  sea- 
son were  all  females.  Four  Magnificent  Hummingbirds  were  found:  at  Livermore,  Larimer 
9 Jul-29  Aug  (tC.  Bell),  Tunnel  Campground,  Larimer,  returning  for  a third  year  16  Jul  (tC. 
Kogler),  Littleton,  Je/ferson  21  Jul  (R.  Kelly,  tJ.Takamine),  and  Boulder  15  Aug  (tM.  Boswell). 
A Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  was  at  Loveland,  Larimer  12-15  Sep  (tSW),  and  an  Anna's 
Hummingbird  visited  Longmont  7-8  Oct  (ph.,  tBS).  Colorado  has  17  prior  records  of  Mag- 
nificent, 1 4 of  Ruby-throated,  and  1 0 of  Anna's. 

The  real  story  was  the  widespread  occurrence  of  hummingbirds  in  the  typically  hum- 
mingbird-poor e.  counties.  As  example,  Peterson  and  Steger,  on  a 12  Aug  jaunt  through 
ne.  Colorado,  noted  2 Rufous  at  Brush,  Morgan;  6 Rufous  at  Julesburg,  Sedgwick;  a Rufous 
and  2 Calliopes  at  Haxtun  and  one  unidentified  hummer  in  Holyoke,  both  Phillips;  3 Rufous 
and  a Calliope  at  Wray,  Yuma;  and  a Rufous  and  one  unidentified  at  Otis,  and  2 Calliopes 
at  Last  Chance,  Washington.  A Calliope  at  Hereford  Ranch  18  Aug  and  4 in  s.  Prowers  4 Sep 
(DAL)  illustrate  the  breadth  of  the  phenomenon. 
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were  at  rather  high  elevation,  especially  for  fall, 
while  one  at  Normas  Grove,  Weld  31  Aug  0Ke, 
KMD)  was  in  ne.  Colorado,  where  not  annual. 
Great  Crested  Flycatchers  are  increasing  as  fall 
vagrants  to  the  Front  Range  and  adjacent  ar- 
eas. This  fall’s  haul  included  singles  at  Chico, 
Pueblo  19-22  Aug  (|.  Heyda,  JD)  and  Barr  9 Sep 
(AH).  Wyoming’s  fifth  fall  Great  Crested  visited 
Hereford  Ranch  3 Sep  (DJ).  Migrant  Cassin’s 
Kingbirds  were  unusually  numerous  on  the 
Plains,  21  Aug-30  Sep,  with  a peak  tally  of  5 at 
Prewitt  9 Sep  (JKe).  Colorado’s  first  fall  Scissor- 
tailed  Flycatcher  in  over  five  years  inhabited 
Van  Bibber  Park,  Jefferson  25  Aug-5  Sep  (DF). 

This  season’s  4 White-eyed  Vireos  quadru- 
pled the  norm:  singles  at  Lamar  10  Sep  (D. 
Nelson),  Chico,  El  Paso  14  & 23  Sep  (GW,  LK, 
KH,  RH),  and  Flagler  S.W.A.  21  Oct  (GW  et 
ah).  Bell’s  Vireos  are  not  annual  in  Colorado 
after  early  Aug,  which  approximates  the  end 
of  the  breeding  season.  This  year,  migrants 
were  found  at  Holyoke  1 Sep  (SGM,  LA,  DD) 
and  Stalker  Lake,  Yuma  8 Sep  (SGM,  MP,  DM). 
Yellow-throated  Vireos  are  extremely  rare  in 
fall,  with  only  one  sighting  during  the  anteced- 
ent five  years.  This  fall,  however,  there  were 
singles  at  Poudre  Trail,  Larimer  4 Sep  (BB),  at 
Rye  3 Oct  (DS),  and  below  Pueblo  Reservoir  3 
Oct  (BKP).  A stunning  60  Cassin’s  Vireos  were 
detected  this  fall  in  Colorado,  with  the  top 
tally  of  4 at  Lamar  4 Sep  QS,  DR);  peak  occur- 
rence was  late  Aug  through  mid-Sep,  during 
which  time  the  frequency  of  sightings  was  two 
to  three  times  that  of  2011  (eBird  data).  About 
two-three  weeks  early  were  single  Cassin’s  at 
Aspen,  Pitkin  4 Aug  (M.  Weber)  and  Collegiate 
Peaks  Rest  Area,  Chaffee  10  Aug  (DF),  while 
one  at  Canon  City,  Fremont  28  Oct  (RM)  was 
about  a month  delayed.  Though  generally  far 
scarcer  in  Wyoming,  only  one  Cassin’s  was 
found  in  that  state  this  fall,  in  Teton  16  Aug 
(S.  Hall).  Utterly  unprecedented  were  14  Blue- 
headed Vireos  documented  in  Colorado,  1 
Sep-1  Nov;  the  state  had  only  about  40  accept- 
ed records,  and  the  recent  average  was  1-2  per 
fall.  The  most  noteworthy  sightings  included 
one  at  Beecher  Island,  Yuma  1 Sep  (t  SGM,  ph. 
DD,  LA),  which  was  about  10  days  early,  and 
one  at  Lamar  1 Nov  (RM),  which  was  about 
ten  days  late.  A singing  Eastern  Warbling  Vireo 
at  Walden  Ponds  7 Sep  (v.r.  TF)  continued 
the  recent  string  of  records  in  Boulder,  far  w. 
of  where  this  subspecies  was  thought  to  range 
but  a few  years  ago.  Perhaps  more  staggering 
than  the  Blue-headed  Vireo  incursion  was  that 
of  Philadelphia  Vireos,  with  20  documented  9 
Sep-9  Oct,  including  Colorado’s  first  reports  of 
multiples:  2 each  at  Last  Chance  27  Sep  (ph. 
SGM,  DAL)  and  near  Pueblo  Nature  Center, 
Pueblo  29  Sep  (ph.  BKP).  Colorado  had  only 
about  40  accepted  records  and  was  averaging 


about  one  per  fall.  Red-eyed  Vireos  were  also 
present  in  above-average  numbers,  with  17  re- 
ported from  21-30  Sep  alone. 

Pinyon  Jays  moved  slightly  out  of  the 
mountains,  with  the  most  notable  sightings 
being  that  of  28  at  Walden  Ponds  6 Sep  (SSe) 
and  4 at  Vogel  Canyon,  Otero  30  Sep  (DD). 
A Steller’s  Jay  s.  of  Lamar  5-8  Oct  (JS)  was  in 
far  e.  Colorado,  where  nearly  unprecedented. 
Headed  in  the  other  direction,  a Blue  Jay  at 
about  3000  m in  Custer's  Wet  Mountains  was 
a very  rare  find  at  such  heights  (BKP).  In 
Wyoming,  Cheyenne’s  fifth  Western  Scrub-Jay 
record  was  provided  by  one  at  Laramie  4 Sep 
(].  McKee).  A Chihuahuan  Raven  pursued  by 
crows  at  Flagler  S.W.A.  21  Oct  (SGM)  was  a bit 
n.  of  its  usual  haunts  on  the  Plains.  A pair  of 
vocal  Common  Ravens  at  Holly,  Prowers  15  Oct 
(SGM)  were  in  far  e.  Colorado,  where  very  rare. 
A juv:  Purple  Martin  graced  Colorado  City, 
Pueblo  1 Sep  (DS);  this  species  is  exceptionally 
rare  in  e.  Colorado,  with  most  records  coming 
from  early  May  into  early  Jun.  A Tree  Swallow 
in  Mesa  5 Nov  (LA)  was  about  a month  tardy. 
A Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow  at  Totten 
25  Sep  ODB)  was  about  three  weeks  late  for 
w.  Colorado.  A juv.  Barn  Swallow  x Cliff 
Swallow  hybrid  near  Merino,  Logan  15  Sep 
(ph.  SGM)  marked  the  state’s  second  record. 

CHICKADEES  THROUGH  WAXWIHGS 

Mountain  Chickadees  made  a strong  showing 
along  the  Front  Range  just  e.  of  the  foothills 
but  basically  did  not  venture  out  onto  the 
Plains,  with  reports  from  that  region  limited  to 
Jackson  S.P,  Morgan  22  Oct  +,  with  a maxi- 
mum of  6 on  22  Oct  (SGM).  Black-capped 
Chickadees  seem  to  be  reclaiming  parts  of  the 
Plains  after  the  effects  of  West  Nile  Virus,  as 
best  evidenced  by  4 at  Crow 
Valley  24  Aug  (GP)  and  up  to  2 
at  Jackson  16  Sep-7  Oct  (DD). 

Starting  with  a trickle  in  late 
Jul,  Red-breasted  Nuthatches 
commenced  an  invasion  of  the 
Plains  that  became  a torrent  by 
mid-Sep.  This  irruption  contin- 
ued into  late  Oct;  if  one  were 
to  glance  at  the  eBird  map  for 
Sep  and  Oct  2012,  ne.  Colorado 
would  seem  the  epicenter  for 
the  species!  However,  by  the 
beginning  of  Nov,  the  sudden 
disappearance  of  this  species 
became  as  intriguing  as  its  ir- 
ruption into  e.  Colorado  had 
been.  Maxima  included  23  at 
Holyoke  16  Sep  (SGM)  and  15 
at  Thompson  Ranch  27  Sep  (DL, 

SGM).  Interior  White -breasted 
Nuthatches  (S.  c.  mexicanus 


group)  also  wandered  onto  the  Plains  but 
in  much  smaller  numbers,  with  6 detected 
31  Aug-27  Sep  in  ne.  Colorado  (SGM,  NK). 
Though  Eastern  White -breasted  Nuthatches 
(S.  c.  carolinensis)  breed  locally  in  ne.  Colorado, 
their  abundance  there  this  fall  was  well  be- 
yond the  norm,  with  approximately  79  noted 
this  fall  vs.  21  last  fall  (eBird  data),  including 
maxima  of  12  at  Beecher  Island  1 Sep  (SGM, 
DD,  LA)  and  10  at  Fox  Ranch  6 Oct  (SGM,  MP, 
DM),  both  in  Yuma;  peak  occurrence,  as  with 
Red-breasted  Nuthatches,  was  Sep/Oct,  but 
the  drop-off  thereafter  was  not  nearly  as  sub- 
stantial. Eastern  White-breasted  Nuthatches 
also  strayed  unusually  far  westward,  with  the 
westernmost  individuals  noted  in  Fort  Collins, 
Larimer  (NK,  DAL)  and  near  Gunbarrel, 
Boulder  (SGM,  D Dowell).  Apparently,  Pygmy 
Nuthatches  did  not  peregrinate  downhill,  ex- 
cepting 4 at  Pueblo  City  Park  6 Sep+  (BKP) 
and  one  at  Chico,  El  Paso  1 Oct  (BKP).  Brown 
Creepers  joined  the  party  on  the  Plains,  with 
nearly  twice  as  many  found  during  fall  2012 
as  during  2011  (eBird  data),  and  with  the  peak 
count  of  7 at  Fox  Ranch  6 Oct  (DM,  MP,  SGM). 

It  was  an  excellent  fall  for  Carolina  Wren. 
This  species  apparently  bred  at  Lamar,  with 
up  to  4 present,  including  a juv.,  7 Sep-5  Nov 
(DAL,  DG).  Another  Carolina  Wren  visited  a 
farmyard  s.  of  Lamar  9 Nov  (DAL),  while  one 
inhabited  Tempel  Grove,  Bent  12  Oct-7  Nov 
(DAL,  DG),  and  another  sang  persistently  at 
Flagler  27  Sep  (SGM,  DAL).  A PacificAVinter 
Wren  visited  Wyoming’s  Edness  K.  Wilkins 
1 Oct  (CM);  both  species  appear  to  be  rare  in 
that  state.  In  Colorado,  documented  Pacific 
Wrens  included  a calling  bird  at  Fox  Ranch  6 
Oct  (tSGM,  MP),  another  at  Valeo  Ponds  12 
Oct  (ph.  BKP),  and  a third  at  Rye  2 Nov  (IDS); 


Sedge  Wren  is  still  considered  quite  rare  in  Colorado  (just  20  accepted  records  through 
2011),  though  its  perceived  rarity  is  certainly  in  part  due  to  its  secretiveness;  the 
species  is  probably  annual  in  small  numbers  on  the  Colorado  plains.  This  Sedge  Wren, 
however,  popped  up  for  the  photographer  at  Flagler  State  Wildlife  Area,  Colorado  1 2 
September  2012  provided  a first  for  lightly-birded  Kit  Carson  County.  Photograph  by 
DmidA.  Leatherman. 
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Colorado  currently  has  fewer  than  five  accepted 
records  of  the  species.  This  was  perhaps  the  best 
fall  ever  for  Winter  Wren  in  Colorado,  with  ap- 
proximately 30  reported,  27  Sep+,  including 
a maximum  of  3 at  Chico,  El  Paso  5 Oct  QD); 
none  were  reported  from  w.  Colorado.  A stun- 
ning 4 Sedge  Wrens  were  detected  in  Colorado: 
at  Flagler  S.WA.  27  Sep  (ph.  DAL,  SGM),  at 
Dixon  Reservoir,  Larimer  5-6  Oct  (BB),  at  Chico, 
Pueblo  16  Oct  (BKP,  BM),  and  at  Kinney  S.WA., 
Lincoln  21  Oct  (tSGM);  about  half  of  Colorado’s 
20  or  so  prior  records  were  from  fall,  and  most 
of  those  were  from  mid-Oct  through  early  Nov. 
The  tally  of  25  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  at  Prewitt 
9 Sep  was  one  of  the  highest  ever  for  the  Plains 
QKe);  large  numbers  had  been  present  at  Prewitt 
since  19  Aug,  with  at  least  3 there  identified  as 
Western  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  (P  c.  obscura)  by 
voice  (SGM).  An  Eastern  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 
(P  c.  caerulea)  was  identified  (also  by  voice)  at 
Haxtun  1 Sep  (SGM,  LA,  DD);  the  subspecific 
identity  of  migrant  gnatcatchers  on  the  Plains  is 
poorly  known.  Western  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers 
are  the  common  breeder  in  Colorado’s  moun- 
tains and  foothills,  while  breeding  of  Eastern 
Blue-gray  in  Colorado  was  first  documented 
this  spring  at  Bonny  Reservoir,  Yuma.  A tardy 
Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  visited  Hereford  Ranch  1 
Oct  (CSe). 

Eastern  Bluebirds  swamped  the  Front  Range 
again,  with  at  least  72  reported  from  Pueblo 
to  Boulder,  30  Oct+.  The  maximum  of  50  at 
Flagler  S.WA.  14  Oct  (SGM,  MR  DM)  was  ex- 
ceptional for  fall;  perhaps  due  to  C.B.C.s,  the 
highest  counts  of  this  species  in  Colorado  are 
nearly  all  from  Dec.  A Mountain  Bluebird  at 
Crow  Valley  26  Aug  (GP)  was  a month  ahead 
of  schedule  for  the  Plains  and  presaged  a large 
fall  movement  eastward;  during  the  usual  Oct 
peak  on  the  Plains,  the  frequency  of  occur- 
rence in  2012  was  approximately  triple  that 
of  2011  (eBird  data).  Fall-migrant  Veeries  are 
not  detected  annually  in  Colorado,  so  singles 
at  Thompson  Ranch  31  Aug-7  Sep  (ph.  GW) 
and  below  Pueblo  Reservoir  1 Sep  (BKP)  were 
of  note.  The  precise  status  of  Pacific  Lowland 
Hermit  Thrushes  (C.  g.  guttatus  group)  in 
Colorado  is  unclear,  though  evidence  from 
specimens  and  banding  would  suggest  that  it 
is  a rare  to  uncommon  fall  migrant.  It  is  not 
possible  to  quantify  the  difference  between  this 
season  and  autumns  past,  but  some  birders  felt 
that  Pacific  Lowland  Hermit  Thrushes  were 
far  more  prevalent  this  fall  in  e.  Colorado  than 
normal;  the  peak  tally  was  6 at  Flagler  S.WA. 
14  Oct  (DM,  MR  SGM).  A Hermit  Thrush  at 
University  of  Wyoming,  Albany  14  Nov  (JM, 
MC)  was  about  a month  late.  A phenomenal 
5 Wood  Thrushes  were  recorded  in  Colorado 
this  fall;  at  best,  the  state  averages  one  every 
other  fall,  mostly  mid-Sep  into  mid-Nov.  This 


fall,  3 visited  Chico,  El  Paso  5-21  Sep  (NG,  SBr, 
BM),  another  inhabited  Flagler  S.WA.  12-14 
Oct  (GW,  LK,  KMD),  and  one  graced  Colorado 
Springs,  El  Paso  24  Oct  (SBr).  Three  reports  of 
Varied  Thrush  all  came  from  Wyoming:  one 
at  Rawlins,  Carbon  26  Sep  (C.  Crofoot),  one 
found  dead  at  Sheridan,  Sheridan  1 Oct  (E. 
Hayward),  and  another  found  dead  at  Gillette, 
Campbell  30  Oct  (fide  R.  T.  Cox). 

A Lapland  Longspur  at  Haxtun  22  Sep 
(SGM)  was  about  three  weeks  early,  while  3 
McCown’s  Longspurs  between  Haxtun  and 
Holyoke  14  Nov  (KH)  and  one  near  Flagler,  Kit 
Carson  16  Nov  (LK)  were  about  three  weeks 
tardy  away  from  the  se.  corner  of  Colorado, 
where  the  species  winters.  Snow  Buntings 
are  rare  visitors  to  Colorado;  the  one  gracing 
Boxelder  Reservoir,  Larimer  18  Nov  (NK,  BB) 
was  of  interest,  while  another  at  Elevenmile 
Reservoir,  Park  23  Nov  (CLW,  JB,  JKe)  was 
in  the  mountains,  where  exceptionally  rare. 
Bohemian  Waxwings  appeared  a tad  early  in 
Wyoming,  on  25  Oct,  with  16  in  Teton  (MF); 
numbers  grew  rapidly  thereafter,  peaking  at 
an  impressive  1500  at  Mammoth  Terraces, 
Yellowstone  N.R,  Park  13  Nov  0-  Parker). 

WARBLERS 

This  fall  was  perhaps  the  best  ever  for  war- 
blers in  Colorado,  both  “vagrants”  and  “nor- 
mal” species  alike,  with  34  species  (plus  one 
rare  hybrid)  recorded.  Ovenbird,  currently  the 
lead  warbler  in  the  taxonomic  order,  provided 
a great  example.  This  fall,  22  Ovenbirds  were 
detected  in  Colorado,  25  Aug-20  Oct,  com- 
pared with  only  2 during  fall  2011;  noteworthy 
sightings  included  a very  rare  West  Slope  re- 
port from  Grand  Junction  22-27  Sep  (LA)  and 
one  at  Wheatridge  Greenbelt,  Jefferson  20  Oct 
(T.  Cookro)  that  was  three  weeks  late.  Worm- 
eating Warblers  are  found  nearly  annually  dur- 
ing spring  in  Colorado  but  are  exceptionally 
rare  during  fall,  with  perhaps  one  found  every 
five  years.  This  year,  one  was  banded  at  Barr  28 
Aug  (M.  McBurney),  and  another  visited  Chico, 
El  Paso  7-8  Oct  (RH).  Northern  Waterthrushes 
flooded  Colorado,  with  45  discovered,  11 
Aug-19  Sep,  compared  with  but  8 during  fall 
2011.  Of  note  was  one  at  Telluride,  San  Miguel 
18  Aug  (LA)  at  a record  elevation  of  2900  m; 
another  was  also  at  high  elevation  at  Manitou 
Lake,  Teller  22  Aug  (RH).  Exceptionally  rare 
anywhere  in  Colorado,  but  particularly  at  2500 
m,  was  a Brewster’s  Warbler  at  Manitou  Lake, 
Teller  22  Aug  (ph.  GK,  J.  Jones).  This  fall’s  22 
Black-and-white  Warblers,  2 Aug-4  Nov,  more 
than  trebled  the  6 found  during  fall  2011. 
Notable  were  singles  in  the  mountains,  where 
rare,  at  Black  Mesa,  Gunnison  5 Sep  (R.  Hosier), 
one  at  Canon  City,  Eremont  4 Nov  (RM)  that 
was  three  weeks  tardy,  and  another  about  three 


weeks  early  at  Colorado  Springs,  El  Paso  2 Aug 
(B.  Nelson).  This  season’s  “only”  Prothonotary 
Warbler  brightened  the  Loveland  Bike  Trail, 
Larimer  15  Sep  (CC,  JT).  Twenty  Tennessee 
Warblers  were  noted  in  Colorado  during  fall 
2012,  24  Aug-26  Sep,  compared  with  11  the 
year  before.  The  49  Orange-crowned  Warblers 
at  Holyoke  30  Sep  (SGM,  CMc)  approached 
the  state  record  tally.  An  astonishing  47 
Nashville  Warblers  were  reported,  20  Aug-25 
Oct,  three  times  the  usual  fall  tally.  Of  note 
were  4 at  Holyoke  30  Sep  (ph.  SGM,  CMc). 
Virginia’s  Warblers  are  rare  on  the  Plains  in  fall, 
so  singles  at  Prewitt  23  Aug  (NL)  and  at  Last 
Chance  31  Aug  and  23  Sep  (LK,  GW)  were  of 
note;  another  below  Pueblo  Reservoir  10  Oct 
was  about  three  weeks  late  (BKP).  An  imm. 
Connecticut  Warbler  banded  at  Chico,  El  Paso 
13  Sep  (ph.  NG,  SBr)  was  about  the  thirteenth 
for  Colorado  but  only  the  second  for  fall,  with 
the  first  having  been  found  in  Pueblo  on  10  Oct 
1993.  Two  Mourning  Warblers  added  to  about 

30  prior  Colorado  records,  only  seven  of  which 
were  from  fall  (six  of  those  from  first  half  of 
Sep);  apparent  imm.  females  graced  Jackson 

31  Aug  (tSGM,  LA)  and  Stalker  Lake,  Yuma  1 
Sep  (tSGM,  DD).  A Common  Yellowthroat  at 
Pueblo  City  Park,  Pueblo  30  Nov  was  about  six 
weeks  tardy  (BKP).  The  territorial  male  Hooded 
Warbler  at  Beulah,  Pueblo  lingered  until  18  Aug 
(BKP),  while  the  season’s  sole  migrant  Hooded 
visited  Last  Chance  27  Sep  (DAL,  ph.  SGM); 
2-3  are  typically  found  in  Colorado  during  fall. 
A goodly  70  or  so  American  Redstarts  were  re- 
ported from  Colorado,  with  singles  at  Barr  14 
Oct  (DB)  and  near  Grand  Junction  18  Oct  (AC) 
being  approximately  three  weeks  late. 

Adding  to  about  30  prior  Colorado  records 
were  single  Cape  May  Warblers  at  Sterling, 
Logan  22  Sep  (tSGM)  and  Kiowa  Creek 
Sanctuary,  El  Paso  2 Oct  (ph.  AS);  rather  unex- 
pectedly, 10  of  the  1 1 antecedent  “fall”  sightings 
were  from  late  Oct  into  Dec.  The  14  Northern 
Parulas  this  fall  was  about  twice  the  norm  and 
included  very  late  birds  at  Lamar  1 Nov  (DR) 
and  Fountain  Creek,  El  Paso  14  Nov  (AS,  GK). 
Similarly,  nine  Magnolia  Warblers,  3 Sep- 14 
Oct,  was  about  twice  the  norm  for  Colorado. 
Colorado  averages  about  3 Blackburnian 
Warblers  per  annum,  about  half  of  which  are 
from  fall.  This  season,  5 were  detected,  7 Sep- 
7 Oct,  from  Larimer,  Jefferson,  Pueblo,  Fremont, 
and  Phillips.  Chestnut-sided  Warblers  stood  out 
for  occurring  in  only  “typical”  numbers,  with 
12  reported,  mostly  8-23  Sep.  Exceptional  was 
Archuleta's  first  Chestnut-sided  at  Navajo  S.R  2 
Oct  (tJDB),  and  one  found  freshly  dead  at  La 
Junta,  Otero  27  Nov  (tS.  Dietrich-Schneider) 
that  was  nearly  two  months  tardy.  Blackpoll 
Warblers  are  among  the  Region’s  most  com- 
mon “eastern  vagrants”  during  spring,  but  due 
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Northern  Parulas  are  more  common  in  the  Colorado  and  Wyoming  region  in  spring  than  in  fall  and  far  more  often  noted  in  Colo- 
rado than  in  Wyoming  due  to  the  former  state's  much  larger  population  of  birders.  Thus,  this  hatch-year  male  Northern  Parula  at 
Saratoga,  Carbon  County,  Wyoming  20  September  201 2 was  of  great  interest,  accounting  for  just  the  fifth  fall  record  for  the  state 
(the  fourth  was  found  at  Laramie  less  than  a month  earlier).  Photograph  by  Francis  Bergquist. 


to  that  species’  elliptical  migratory  route,  they 
are  far  less  numerous  in  fall.  This  year,  how- 
ever, 21  were  found,  2 Sep-9  Oct,  approxi- 
mately quadruple  the  norm,  including  a very 
rare  West  Slope  bird  at  Craig,  Moffat  21  Sep 
(FL).  Following  the  season’s  trend,  19  Black- 
throated  Blue  Warblers,  about  twice  average, 
were  noted  in  Colorado,  9 Sep-30  Oct.  The 
fall’s  haul  of  24  Palm  Warblers  from  Colorado, 
8 Sep-21  Oct,  was  quadruple  the  usual  and  in- 
cluded the  West  Slope’s  seventh  record,  from 
Grand  Junction  20  Sep  (B.  Bradley).  All  Palm 
Warblers  identified  to  subspecies  were  Western 
Palm  Warblers,  as  expected. 

An  exceptionally  early  Audubon’s  Warbler 
at  Valeo  Ponds  4 Aug  (BKP),  plus  an  ad.  and 
juv.  at  Prewitt  19  Aug  (SGM),  were  probably 
part  of  this  summer’s  exodus  from  the  moun- 
tains. The  highest  tally  was  a goodly  210  at 
Jackson  5 Oct  QKe,  KMD).  Though  annual 
during  spring.  Yellow-throated  Warblers 
are  exceptionally  rare  during  fall,  with  fewer 
than  10  records.  This  fall,  one  was  at  Chico, 
Pueblo  10  Sep  Q.  Mitchell,  JD)  and  at  least  one 


but  conceivably  3-4  were  seen  between  Rock 
Canyon  Park  and  Pueblo  City  Park  intermit- 
tently 21  Sep-Dec  (BKP,  m.ob.);  all  sightings 
were  of  white-lored  individuals.  A Black- 
throated  Gray  Warbler  at  Grand  Junction  25 
Sep  (LA)  was  a goodly  three  weeks  or  so  late, 
while  one  at  Bobcat  Ridge,  Larimer  30  Aug 
QT)  was  rare  for  the  Front  Range,  where  not 
annual  during  fall.  A tsunami  of  Townsend’s 
Warblers  inundated  Colorado,  beginning  with 
2 at  Endovalley,  Rocky  Mountain  N.R,  Larimer 
5 Aug  (F  Fogarty)  and  continuing  through  14 
Oct,  with  a near-record  peak  of  47  at  Jackson 
16  Sep  (DD).  A tally  of  14  at  Holyoke  8 Sep 
(MR  DM,  SGM)  furnished  an  extraordinary 
count  for  far  e.  Colorado.  The  magnitude  of 
this  event  is  best  demonstrated  by  data  from 
eBird:  from  late  Aug  through  mid-Sep,  the 
frequency  of  Townsend’s  Warbler  sightings 
was  about  11%,  almost  quadruple  that  of  fall 
2011.  The  “Warbler  of  the  Season”  title  goes 
to  a Hermit  Warbler  at  Last  Chance  8-11  Oct 
(ph.  SGM,  ph.  eSh)  that  yielded  Colorado’s 
13th  record,  the  first  since  2002,  and  the  first 


record  for  fall.  The  season’s  6 Black-throated 
Green  Warblers,  23  Aug-22  Oct,  was  twice  the 
usual  tally;  most  notable  among  these  was  an 
ad.  male  at  Crow  Valley  23  Aug  (SGM)  that  was 
about  three  weeks  early. 

Wyoming  has  far  less  coverage  by  bird- 
ers than  does  Colorado,  so  its  fall  warblers 
are  discussed  here  separately.  Two  Black-and- 
white  Warblers  this  fall  was  about  the  norm, 
including  a very  rare  w.  Wyoming  sighting 
at  Woodruff  Narrows  Reservoir,  Uinta  26 
Aug  Q.  Whitmore)  and  a more  typical  indi- 
vidual at  Edness  K.  Wilkins  24  Sep  (CM).  A 
Tennessee  Warbler  graced  Edness  K.  Wilkins 
24  Sep  (CM);  Wyoming  had  about  20  prior 
fall  records.  A Nashville  Warbler  was  in  Uinta 
17  Sep  (G.  Ballew)  and  another  at  Fort  Steele 
Rest  Area,  Carbon  1 Oct  (DM);  Wyoming  had 
about  15  previous  fall  records.  A Common 
Yellowthroat  in  Albany  9 Oct  was  about  two 
weeks  late  QKO.  Wyoming’s  fourth  and  fifth 
fall  Northern  Parulas  involved  singles  at 
Hereford  Ranch  25  Aug-Sep  3 QM,  DJ)  and 
Saratoga,  Carbon  Sep  20  (ph.  F Bergquist).  A 
Chestnut-sided  Warbler  was  at  Hereford  Ranch 
19  Sep  (TF);  Wyoming  has  about  six  prior  fall 
records.  Wyoming  had  a banner  year  for  Black- 
throated  Blue  Warblers,  with  singles  at  Edness 
K.  Wilkins  24  Sep  (CM),  Greenhill  Cemetery, 
Albany  9 Oct  (SB,  JKi),  and  Casper,  Natrona  13 
Oct  (CM);  there  are  about  25  prior  fall  records. 
Adding  to  10  fall  records  were  sightings  of  lone 
Palm  Warblers  in  Carbon  at  Veterans  Island 
Park  30  Sep  and  Rawlins  6 Nov  (both  DM). 
Assessing  the  timing  of  fall  Black-throated 
Gray  Warbler  migration  is  made  more  difficult 
by  the  presence  of  lingering  breeders;  most  of 
those  have  departed  by  the  end  of  Aug,  so  four 
reports  of  11  birds,  26  Aug-9  Oct,  this  fall  are 
of  interest.  Wyoming  also  had  an  impressive 
showing  of  Townsend’s  Warblers,  with  almost 
50  reports,  including  5 during  Oct,  when  the 
species  is  considered  very  rare.  A Wilson’s 
Warbler  at  Berry  Center,  Albany  1 Nov  QM, 
MC)  was  about  three  weeks  tardy. 

TOWHEES  THROUGH  SPARROWS 

A congregation  of  9 Green-tailed  Towhees  at 
Crow  Valley  5 Sep  (SSe)  was  exceptional  for 
ne.  Colorado  during  fall.  Colorado  has  ap- 
proximately 25  records  of  Eastern  Towhees, 
the  vast  majority  of  which  have  been  from  Nov 
into  Feb.  This  fall  did  not  fit  that  mold,  with 
an  exceptional  3 identified,  all  before  Nov; 
at  Holyoke  30  Sep  (KMD,  JKe,  ph.  SGM),  at 
Flagler  S.WA.  12  Oct  (LK,  GW),  and  at  Chico, 
Pueblo  24  Oct  (RH).  A Clay-colored  Sparrow 
visited  Paonia,  Delta  31  Aug  0-  Beason);  this 
species  is  rare  on  the  West  Slope,  with  nearly 
all  fall  records  coming  from  Sep.  The  West 
Slope’s  sixth  Field  Sparrow  was  near  Nucla, 


^ A Over  the  past  decade,  approximately  3-4  Pine  Warblers  have  been  found  annually, 
J/ihalf  of  which  were  detected  from  Nov  into  winter,  primarily  due  to  birders  seeking 
wintering  birds  in  Front  Range  cemeteries  and  parks  rich  in  pines.  This  fall  shattered  that 
pattern.  An  astonishing  16  were  identified,  the  first  being  a molting  Juv.  at  Prewitt  24  Aug 
(ph.  GW,  JKe).  Most  of  this  fall's  influx  occurred  1 Sep-13  Oct  on  the  Plains,  and  a large 
percentage  of  reports  involved  ads.,  which  is  atypical.  An  outlier  for  the  Plains  was  one  at 
Tamarack  S.W.A.,  Logan  25  Nov  (JKe,  KMD),  while  the  only  report  that  fit  the  recent  "normal" 
pattern  was  one  at  Pueblo  City  Park  7 Nov+  (BKP,  BM). 
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This  inquisitive  Pine  Warbler  was  photographed  at  Prewitt  Reservoir,  Washington  County  9 Septem- 
ber. The  fall  of  201 2 was  anomalous  for  this  species  in  Colorado,  where  most  records  are  from  late 
fall  and  winter  along  the  Front  Range.  During  this  extraordinary  fall  season,  16  were  detected, 
almost  all  on  the  Colorado  Plains,  the  first  on  24  August,  and  most  from  1 September  through  13 
October.  The  cause  of  this  phenomenon  is  not  known.  Photograph  by  Glenn  Walbek. 


Montrose  18  Oct  (CD,  BW);  as 
this  species  is  rather  rare  away 
from  far  e.  Colorado,  5 near  the 
Front  Range  this  fall  were  also 
surprising:  at  Chico,  El  Paso 
3 Sep  and  5 Oct  (both  JD),  at 
Greenlee  Preserve,  Boulder 
24  Sep  (TF),  at  Fossil  Creek 
Reservoir  29  Sep  Q-  Birek),  and 
at  Wellington  S.WA.,  Larimer  6 
Oct  (NK).  In  Wyoming,  Field 
Sparrows  are  virtually  un- 
known as  fall  migrants,  so  one 
at  Hutton  Lake,  Albany  30  Sep 
(JM,  M.  Jones,  j.  Saucier)  was 
an  excellent  find. 

A Lark  Sparrow,  rare  in  nw. 

Wyoming,  visited  Yellowstone 
N.P.,  Teton  20  Aug  (R. 

Staniforth).  A Lark  Bunting  at 
Mack  Mesa,  Mesa  1 1 Nov  (B.  & 
j.  Moston)  was  six  weeks  tardy, 
while  Grasshopper  Sparrows 
found  25  Oct  at  Cherry  Creek 
(GW)  and  Axelson,  Boulder 
(CN)  were  a month  late. 

Migrant  Grasshopper  Sparrows 
are  nearly  unrecorded  in 
Wyoming,  so  singles  at  Hutton 
Lake  20  Aug  QM)  Sand 
Creek  W.M.A.,  Crook  15  Sep 
OA)  were  notable;  the  latter 
bird  was  also  about  three  weeks 
tardy.  Colorado’s  fourteenth 
record  of  Le  Conte’s  Sparrow 
was  provided  by  one  at  Chico,  Pueblo  12-23 
Oct  (BM,  JD)  but  was  outshined  by  the  state’s 
fourth  Nelson’s  Sparrow  there  19-24  Oct 
(RH,  SSt).  Five  of  Colorado’s  prior  Le  Conte’s 
records  were  recorded  17  Sep-9  Nov,  while  an- 
tecedent Nelson’s  records  came  from  Gunnison 

During  a fall  in  which  passerines 
seemed  uniformly  more  numerous 
than  usual,  largely  forgotten  were  grass- 
land sparrows,  which  presented  an  op- 
posite pattern.  This  is  best  exemplified  by 
comparing  peak  counts  during  fall  2012 
and  fall  201 1,  which  was  generally  graded 
an  average  season.  For  each  of  the  fol- 
lowing species,  the  fall  2011  maximum  is 
given  followed  by  that  of  2012:  Brewer's 
Sparrow  (43,  28),  Vesper  Sparrow  (310, 

1 25),  Lark  Sparrow  (1 50,  50),  Lark  Bunting 
(360,  130),  and  Savannah  Sparrow  (95, 
25).  These  differences  are  likely  due  to  the 
extreme  drought  that  haunted  most  of 
North  America's  grasslands  this  summer. 


Oct  1953,  Pueblo  Dec  1973,  and  Yuma  Oct 
2007.  An  apparent  Red  Fox  Sparrow  x Sooty 
Fox  Sparrow  visited  Thompson  Ranch  21  Oct 
(ph.  GW),  the  first  lime  a Fox  Sparrow  show- 
ing Sooty  Fox  Sparrow  heritage  has  been  not- 
ed in  Colorado.  Nine  Red  Fox  Sparrows  were 
reported,  6 Oct-r,  about  thrice  the  norm,  ap- 
parently following  the  trend  of  eastern  wood- 
land warblers  and  vireos.  A Slate-colored  Fox 
Sparrow  graced  Last  Chance  13  Oct  (DM); 
this  taxon  is  rare  anywhere  e.  of  the  moun- 
tains, especially  so  far  out  on  the  Plains  and 
so  late  in  the  season.  Swamp  Sparrow  was 
another  eastern  species  that  simply  swamped 
the  state  this  fall,  with  59  reported  to  eBird, 
23  Sep-i-,  versus  12  last  fall;  the  maximum 
was  5 at  Walden  Ponds  19  Nov  (TF).  White- 
throated  Sparrows  doubled  its  frequency  of 
occurrence  in  Colorado  this  fall  compared 
with  last,  while  Harris’s  Sparrow  appeared  at 
similar  frequencies  this  fall  and  during  that 
of  2011  (eBird  data).  Fifteen  White-throated 
Sparrows  at  Jackson  8 Oct  (SGM,  CSh)  provid- 
ed a record  eBird  count  for  Colorado.  Of  the 
35  dark-lored  While-crowned  Sparrows  (Z.  I. 
leucophrys/oriantha)  reported  to  eBird  this  fall. 


all  but  8 were  well  onto  the  Plains, 
and  most  were  found  during  Oct, 
suggesting  that  the  Plains  birds,  at 
least,  were  referable  to  leucophrys, 
not  oriantha.  Fall  2012  had,  among 
its  panoply  of  rich  flavors,  a hint  of 
the  Pacific  Northwest.  Part  of  that 
was  provided  by  4 Golden-crowned 
Sparrows,  2 of  which  were  return- 
ing birds:  Teller  Farms,  Boulder  9 
Oct-i-  (SSe)  and  Red  Rocks,  Jefferson 
18  Oct+  (MH).  Fresh  records  were 
provided  by  singles  at  Centennial 
Park,  Arapahoe  10  Oct  (AH)  and 
Loveland,  Larimer  10-16  Nov  (SW); 
Colorado  had  only  about  30  records 
of  this  species.  The  8 Gray-headed 
Juncos  found  on  the  Plains  this  fall, 
16  Sep-27  Oct,  made  an  exception- 
al total,  highlighted  by  3 at  Jackson 
23  Sep  (Darren  Dowell,  DD). 

TANAGERS THROUGH  FINCHES 

During  the  five  fall  seasons  leading 
up  to  2012,  there  were  12  records 
of  Summer  Tanager  and  three  of 
Scarlet  Tanager  from  Colorado; 
fall  2012  saw  7 of  each.  The  most 
notable  Summer  Tanager  reports 
were  of  singles  in  the  mountains  at 
Manitou  Springs,  Teller  31  Aug  (ph. 
J.  Langin-Hooper)  and  on  the  West 
Slope  at  Grand  Junction  25  Oct  (ph. 
N.  Leane);  the  latter  provided  well- 
birded  Mesa's  third  county  record 
and  was  about  three  weeks  tardy,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  reports  were  31  Aug-5  Oct.  The 
most  notable  Scarlet  Tanager  was  a month  late 
at  Pueblo  City  Park  30  Oct  (BKP).  Others  were 
seen  9-26  Sep  in  Larimer,  Lincoln,  Prowers, 
and  El  Paso  (2).  Wyoming’s  fourth  and  fifth 
Scarlet  Tanagers  were  found  at  Hereford 
Ranch  24  Sep  (CSe)  and  at  Washington  Park 
29  Sep-1  Oct  (DM).  It  was  a fabulous  fall  for 
Western  Tanagers  on  the  Plains,  with  a fre- 
quency of  about  11%  late  Aug-mid-Sep;  dur- 
ing fall  2011,  no  one -week  period  topped  5% 
(eBird  data).  This  incursion  was  punctuated 
by  the  18  visiting  Crow  Valley  5 Sep  (SSe); 
this  count  is  truly  exceptional  for  fall  on  the 
Plains,  where  Western  Tanagers  are  far  more 
numerous  during  spring.  As  is  typical,  a few 
Northern  Cardinals  strayed  to  the  Front  Range, 
one  in  Jefferson  1 Aug  (G.  Mayfield)  and  one  in 
Boulder  29  Nov  (CN).  The  season’s  18  Rose- 
breasted Grosbeaks  was  more  than  twice 
usual;  most  were  20-28  Sep.  Noteworthy  was 
a male  in  Ouray,  Ouray  28-30  Sep  followed 
by  a female  at  the  same  feeder  5 Oct  (KN); 
the  species  is  rare  on  the  West  Slope.  Also  of 
note  was  a Rose-breasted  in  Jefferson  12  Nov 
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(S.  Blansett)  that  was  about  six  weeks  late.  In 
Wyoming,  singles  were  at  Edness  K.  Wilkins 

24  Sep  (CM)  and  Hereford  Ranch  18-27  Aug 
(m.ob.).  A Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  x Black- 
headed Grosbeak  hybrid  visited  the  Eaton 
Cemetery,  Weld  20  Sep  (SGM);  about  one  per 
fall  is  typical.  A Black-headed  Grosbeak  at  Fort 
Steele  Rest  Area,  Carbon  1 Oct  (DM)  was  about 
two  weeks  late  for  Wyoming.  Notably,  unlike 
many  forest  species.  Blue  Grosbeaks  and  Lazuli 
Buntings  occurred  at  about  the  same  frequency 
this  fall  as  last  (eBird  data).  On  the  other  hand, 
13  Indigo  Buntings  were  reported  to  eBird 
this  fall  compared  with  7 in  2011.  The  only 
Lazuli  Bunting  x Indigo  Bunting  hybrid  de- 
tected was  at  Stalker  Pond,  Yuma  1 Sep  (SGM, 
DD).  Dickcissels  suffered  the  same  fate  as  their 
grassland-breeding  sparrow  brethren,  vAth  fre- 
quency of  occurrence  during  fall  2012  being 
about  half  that  of  2011  (eBird  data);  however, 
15  in  an  alfalfa  field  bordering  Holyoke  1 Sep 
(SGM,  DD,  LA)  yielded  what  is  likely  a fall  re- 
cord maximum,  and  one  in  that  same  field  22 
Sep  was  a goodly  two  weeks  late  (SGM). 

A Bobolink  below  Pueblo  Reservoir  1 7 Sep 
was  one  of  the  latest  ever  found  in  Colorado 
(BKP).  Eastern  Meadowlarks  of  the  nomi- 
nate subspecies  group  all  but  disappeared 
from  Colorado  after  the  1970s,  with  only 
about  four  records  since  2000.  This  fall,  sin- 
gles were  heard  and  seen  at  Holyoke  30  Sep 
OKe,  KMD,  tSGM)  and  n.  of  Wray  6 Oct 
(tSGM).  Western  Meadowlarks  suffered  the 
fate  of  most  other  grassland  species,  with  fre- 
quency of  occurrence  this  fall  being  roughly 
60%  that  of  last  fall  (eBird  data).  An  excellent 

25  Rusty  Blackbirds  were  noted  from  nine  e. 
Colorado  counties,  11  Oct+,  with  a maximum 
of  5 at  Chatfield  12  Nov  (KH,  LK).  Brewer’s 
Blackbirds  wandered  out  onto  the  Plains  in 
unprecedented  numbers,  starting  with  an  ear- 
ly push  of  495  near  Beebe  Draw,  Weld  25  Aug 
(SGM)  and  peaking  at  8000  at  Wolf  Ranch, 
El  Paso  18  Sep  (B.  Batchelder)  and  2200  near 
North  Sterling  Reservoir,  Logan  22  Sep  (SGM). 
Wyoming’s  first  fall  reports  of  Great-tailed 
Grackle  since  1991  involved  2 at  Evansville, 
Natrona  9 Aug  (DK)  and  15-20  in  Cheyenne, 
Laramie  27-29  Oct  (ph.  T.  Peyton).  Very  rare 
on  the  West  Slope,  an  Orchard  Oriole  enliv- 
ened Nucla,  Montrose  9-11  Sep  (BW,  CD). 

Definitely  spicing  up  the  fall’s  “northwestern” 
seasoning  was  Colorado’s  third  Brambling,  an 
imm.  male,  which  delighted  throngs  of  bird- 
ers, 19-23  Nov  (MH);  prior  Brambling  records 
came  from  El  Paso  31  Oct-4  Nov  1983  and 
Boulder  17  Dec  1983-14  Jan  1984.  Not  report- 
ed annually  from  Wyoming,  2 Purple  Finches 
graced  Keyhole  Reservoir,  Cook  16  Oct  QA).  A 
dazzling  250  Cassin’s  Finches  topped  Pinon 
Mesa,  Mesa  29  Nov  (LA).  In  e.  Colorado,  a few 
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Q A This  fall's  exodus  of  Pine  Siskins  out  of  Colorado  was  remarkable.  Based  on  eBird  data, 
cj/iPine  Siskin  frequency  statewide  is  typically  about  9-12%  year-round.  In  2012,  the 
baseline  frequency  hovered  around  9%  for  the  first  half  of  the  year,  then  Jumped  to  14-18% 
for  most  of  Jul  and  Aug,  only  to  decline  rapidly  thereafter,  reaching  a nadir  of  about  4%  by 
year's  end,  despite  the  enormous  attention  to  feeders  caused  by  the  redpoll  incursion.  On 
the  Plains,  Pine  Siskin  frequency  is  usually  in  the  1 4-20%  range  from  late  Nov  or  Dec  through 
May.  This  year,  siskins  moved  onto  the  Plains  early,  during  late  Sep,  but  by  mid-Dec  they  had 
largely  departed.  This  fall's  maximum  for  the  Plains  was  higher  than  usual,  with  60  at  Flagler 
S.W.A.,  but  at  the  early  date  of  1 4 Oct  (SGM,  DM,  MP). 


wandered  a short  distance  e.  of  the  foothills, 
with  one  at  Pueblo  City  Park  30  Sep  (BKP) 
and  2 at  Chico,  El  Paso  8 Oct  QD);  one  at  Fort 
Morgan  8 Oct  (DAL)  was  truly  out  on  the 
Plains.  Unlike  Cassin’s  Finches,  Red  Crossbills 
dotted  the  Plains,  with  ten  reports  from  five 
counties,  8 Oct-11  Nov,  including  a maximum 
of  20  in  Flagler  21  Oct  (SGM);  both  Type  2 and 
Type  5 seemed  involved  in  this  modest  irrup- 
tion. Colorado’s  only  report  of  White-winged 
Crosshill  was  of  2 along  Squaw  Pass  Rd.,  Clear 
Creek  2 Oct  (P.  Burke);  this  species’  Regional 
habitat  is  sparsely  hirded.  The  deluge  of 
Common  Redpolls,  which  has  lasted  through 
winter,  began  in  Colorado  with  a sprinkle  on 
6 Nov  when  8 visited  McIntosh  Reservoir, 
Boulder  (BG)  and  2 inhabited  Prospect  Park, 
Jefferson  (P.  Roberts,  M.  Keithler,  CM).  By 
season’s  end,  this  species  had  been  recorded 
in  Larimer,  Weld,  Boulder,  Jefferson,  Arapahoe, 
Adams,  El  Paso,  Huerfano,  Logan,  Phillips,  and 
Prowers.  The  maximum  was  of  65  at  Baseline 
Reservoir  24  Nov  (BS,  CLW,  JB).  The  most 
unusual  sighting  was  of  one  near  Lamar  15- 
22  Nov  QS).  In  Wyoming,  the  irruption  began 
with  more  of  a “bang,”  with  75  during  late  Oct 
at  Jackson  Hole,  Teton  (S.  Patla);  seven  more 
Wyoming  records  accumulated  by  Nov’s  end. 
This  story  is  definitely  “to  be  continued.” 

There  was  a modest  movement  of  Evening 
Grosbeaks  from  the  mountains,  including  a 
number  of  sightings  at  Pueblo  City  Park,  peak- 
ing at  25  there  4 Nov  (BKP,  L.  Lilly);  farther 
afield,  singles  were  on  the  Plains  at  Crow  Valley 
25  Sep  (DAL)  and  Jackson  23  Sep  (DD,  DK), 
while  2 were  there  22  Oct  (SGM),  and  there 
were  intermittent  sightings  of  a single  bird  at 
Lamar  21  Oct-5  Nov  (DAL).  A stunning  350 
Evening  Grosbeaks  splashed  across  Pinon 
Mesa,  Mesa  29  Nov  (LA),  likely  setting  a state 
record  and  suggesting  that  many  did  remain  in 
the  Rockies. 

Undocumented  rarities:  The  following  re- 
view species  were  reported  in  the  period 
from  Colorado  vUthout  documentation:  min- 
ima Cackling  Goose  (Prowers)',  Reddish  Egret 
(Bent),  unidentified  jaeger  (Pueblo),  White- 
winged Dove  (Clear  Creek),  Lesser  Nighthawk 


(Montrose),  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  (Bent, 
Morgan),  Blue-headed  Vireo  (Bent,  El  Paso,  and 
2 in  Prowers),  Philadelphia  Vireo  (Pueblo),  Red 
Fox  Sparrow  (Bent,  Fremont,  Prowers),  Golden- 
crowned  Sparrow  (La  Plata),  Purple  Finch 
(Phillips,  Prowers,  Yuma),  Common  Redpoll  (El 
Paso,  Huerfano,  Las  Animas,  Lincoln,  and  2 in 
Routt). 

Cited  observers  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Jean  Adams,  Chuck  Aid,  Larry  Arnold, 
Jessie  Barry,  Jim  D.  Beatty  (sw.  Colorado), 
Don  Beltz,  Brad  Biggerstaff,  Shawn  Billerman 
(SB),  Steve  Brown  (SBr),  Matt  Carling,  Amber 
Carver,  Seth  Chamberlain,  Cade  Cropper, 
Coen  Dexter  (w.-cen.  Colorado),  David 
Dowell,  John  Drummond  (se.  Colorado), 
Kathy  Mihm  Dunning,  Doug  Faulkner,  Ted 
Floyd,  Matthew  Fraker,  David  Gillian,  Nancy 
Gobris,  Bryan  Guarente,  Mike  Henwood, 
Rob  Hinds,  Art  Hudak,  Kirk  Huffstater,  Don 
Jones,  Joey  Kellner  0Ke)>  Doug  Kibbe,  Loch 
Kilpatrick,  Jon  King  (JKi),  Elena  Klaver,  Gary 
Koehn,  Nick  Komar,  David  A.  Leatherman, 
Norm  Lewis,  Forrest  Luke  (nw.  Colorado), 
Cynthia  Madsen,  James  Maley  Bill  Maynard, 
Dan  Maynard,  Christi  McCarren  (CMc), 
Chris  Michelson  (CM),  Rich  Miller,  Steve 
G.  Mlodinow,  Nick  Moore,  Heather  & Riley 
Morris,  Tresa  Moulton,  Kent  Nelson,  Christian 
Nunes,  Beth  Partin,  Brandon  K.  Percival 
(Pueblo,  Colorado  area),  Guillaume  Peron, 
Mark  Peterson,  Doth  Russell,  Bill  Schmoker 
(BS),  Chuck  Seniawksi  (CSe),  Scott  Severs 
(SSe),  Cathy  Sheeter  (CSh),  Aaron  Shipe, 
Dave  Silverman,  Steve  Stachowiak  (SSt),  Brad 
Steger  (BSt),  Jane  Stulp,  Jim  Thompson,  Glenn 
Walbek,  Sean  Walters,  Christopher  L.  Wood, 
Brenda  Wright.  Many  other  individuals  con- 
tributed information  to  this  report  but  could 
not  be  acknowledged  here;  they  have  our  ap- 
preciation. o 


Tony  Leukering,  1 Pindo  Palm  Street  W,  Largo, 
Florida  34770,  (greatgrayowl@aol.com) 

Steven  G.  Mlodinow,  2218Watersong  Circle, 
Longmont,  Colorado  80504  (SGMIod@aoLcom) 
Matt  Fraker,  The  Prairie  Oak  Veterinary  Center, 
207B  Landmark  Drive,  Normal,  Illinois  61761 
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The  autumn  2012  season  tended  to 
be  unusually  warm  and  dry  through 
September,  and  then  somewhat  wet- 
ter than  normal  in  October  and  November. 
Although  no  dramatic  passerine  phenomena 
were  reported,  the  fall  season  will  be  best  re- 
membered for  record  numbers  of  sea  ducks 
that  came  through  the  Region  and  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  two  rare  Asian  shorebird  species 
in  Idaho. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  PIGEONS 

A Greater  White-fronted  Goose  in  Kootenai 
3 Oct  (LH)  provided  a rare  sighting  in  n. 
Idaho.  Montanas  fourteenth  Brant  made 
an  appearance  in  Flathead  22-26  Nov  (DM, 
DC).  The  only  Cackling  Geese  were  noted 
in  Montana,  with  10-20  in  Flathead  22-26 
Nov  (DM,  DC)  and  3 in  Bozeman  29-30 
Nov  (EH).  A total  of  42  Surf  Scoters  and 
23  White-winged  Scoters  came  through  the 
Region,  almost  certainly  a record  tally.  It 
was  also  the  best  season  ever  for  rare  Black 
Scoters,  with  2 at  Silver  L.,  MX  27  Oct  (GS) 
and  up  to  2 others  in  Latah,  ID  11-30  Nov 
(ph.  TG).  Four  Long-tailed  Ducks  were 
seen,  representing  an  above-average  season. 
Tern  Pacific  Loons  were  recorded  14  Oct-1 1 
Nov,  a better  season  than  average.  A Region- 
ally rare  Yellow-billed  Loon  was  at  Glacier 
N.P,  MT  21-27  Oct  (LK).  Very  interesting 
was  a Harris’s  Hawk  that  graced  the  Elmo, 
MT  area  13-26  Oct  and  was  later  relocated 
near  Stevensville  18-27  Nov  (DC).  To  date, 
there  are  no  accepted  records  of  Harris’s 
Hawk  in  the  Region  because  of  question- 
able provenance.  Rare  Broad-winged  Hawks 
came  through  in  excellent  numbers,  with  at 
least  77  detected  at  the  Region’s  hawkwatch 
sites,  including  one  at  Columbia  Falls,  MT 
16  Sep  (SG)  and  3 at  Bull  Mountain,  MT 
25  Sep  (SM).  Always  rare  in  w.  Montana, 
a Ferruginous  Hawk  was  near  Somers,  MT 


1-31  Aug  (DC). 

A locally  rare  American  Golden-Plover 
stopped  at  Mann  Lake,  ID  14-17  Sep  (KC). 
Quite  unexpected  in  w.  Montana  was  a Wil- 
let  in  Lake  15  Aug  (BR).  Exceptionally  late 
was  a Spotted  Sandpiper  at  C.  J.  Strike  Res- 
ervoir, ID  3 Nov  QC).  Rare  Whimbrels  were 
also  noted  in  Idaho  at  Mann  Lake  3 Aug  (ph. 
TG)  and  at  American  Falls  Reservoir  10  Aug 
(CH).  Two  Sharp-tailed  Sandpipers  that 
stopped  in  Ada  27-31  Oct  (ph.,  tJC)  pro- 
vided Idaho’s  third  record  of  this  species 
and  one  of  few  records  of  2 birds  from  an 
interior  site  in  North  America.  Up  to  6 Stilt 
Sandpipers  were  noteworthy  at  American 
Falls  Reservoir  25-27  Aug  (SB,  DCl),  where 
they  are  rare  but  regular.  If  accepted,  a Ruff 
that  stopped  in  Valley  2 Sep  (ph.,  tPO) 
would  garner  Idaho’s  third  record.  The  only 
documented  Short-billed  Dowitcher  was  at 
American  Falls  Reservoir  11  Aug  (ph.  DCl). 
A Ruddy  Turnstone  at  Sandpoint  2 Sep 
(ph.,  tNM)  was  a real  rarity:  there  are  only 
six  previously  accepted  records  in  the  Gem 
State.  The  tally  of  rare  gulls  included  5 Mew, 
11  Thayer’s,  one  Glaucous-winged,  one  Sa- 
bine’s, and  2 Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls.  A 
Franklin’s  Gull  that  wandered  to  Kootenai  1 
Oct  (DW)  provided  a rare  autumn  record 
for  n.  Idaho.  It  was  an  excellent  season  for 
Band-tailed  Pigeons  in  Idaho,  with  one  re- 
ported at  the  Boise  Ridge  12-15  Sep  and  2 
there  5-6  Oct  (ph.,  tHW). 

OWLS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Good  numbers  of  Snowy  Owls  were  record- 
ed in  the  Region,  with  one  in  Ncz  Perce,  ID 
26-28  Nov  (DW),  one  at  Hot  Springs,  MT 
18  Nov  OW),  and  at  least  8 in  Lake,  MT 
28  Nov  QR)-  Amazingly,  3 Northern  Hawk 
Owls  were  documented  in  w.  Montana.  Of 
these,  one  was  especially  memorable  be- 
cause it  was  photographed  attacking  an  owl 
decoy  at  a hawkwatch  site  near  Florence  21 
Sep  (ph.  ND)  and  provided  the  first  record 
for  the  Bitterroot  Valley.  A pair  of  Burrow- 
ing Owls,  rare  anywhere  in  w.  Montana, 
was  near  Three  Forks  7 Sep  (EH)  at  a site 
where  the  birds  have  persisted  for  the  past 
few  years.  Record  late  for  Montana  by  three 
weeks  was  a Black-chinned  Hummingbird 
at  Thompson  Falls  9 Oct  QO-  Six  Anna’s 
Hummingbirds  were  detected  20  Sep-30 
Nov;  although  rare,  the  species  is  now  ex- 
pected in  the  Region  in  autumn.  Four  Gyr- 
falcons  were  reported  10-30  Nov,  represent- 
ing a near-record  fall  tally.  Ten  Idaho  Blue 
Jays  were  reported,  representing  the  high- 
est tally  in  the  Gem  State  since  a 2008  ir- 
ruption. A wandering  Pinyon  Jay  was  near 
Boise,  ID  15  Sep  (GM),  where  few  records 


exist.  Always  rare.  Northern  Mockingbirds 
graced  Camas  N.WR.  12  Aug  (CH)  and  a 
site  near  Homedale,  ID  5 Oct  (SL). 

Rare  and  notable  warblers  included  a Ten- 
nessee Warbler  at  Deer  Lodge,  MT  9 Sep 
(NK),  a Northern  Parula  in  Jefferson,  ID  19 
Oct  (SB),  a total  of  4 Chestnut-sided  War- 
blers 7 Sep-9  Oct  (SB,  EH,  JP,  DW),  a Mag- 
nolia Warbler  in  Jefferson,  ID  21  Sep  (ph.  SB, 
DCl),  2 Palm  Warblers  at  LOCATIONS  28 
Sep-8  Oct  (SG,  TG),  and  an  Ovenbird  at 
Boise,  ID  7 Sep  (EL).  Record  late  for  Mon- 
tana by  six  weeks  was  a Yellow  Warbler  in 
Missoula  15  Nov  (SR).  Idaho’s  second  Cana- 
da Warbler  was  a sensational  find  at  Camas 
N.WR.  25  Aug  (ph.  SB,  tDCl).  Also  late  by 
about  six  weeks  for  Montana  was  a Western 
Tanager  in  Whitefish  15  Nov  (fide  DC). 

It  was  the  best  reporting  ever  for  rare 
Swamp  Sparrows  in  w.  Montana,  with  one 
at  Thompson  Falls,  MT  23  Sep  (ph.  JG),  2 
near  Kalispell,  MT  29  Sep  (CHo),  2 in  Flat- 
head  9 Oct  (CHo),  one  near  Lolo,  MT  22 
Oct  (RI),  and  one  near  Bozeman,  MT  25 
Oct  (NH,  JP).  The  only  Great-tailed  Crack- 
les reported  were  7 near  Bruneau,  ID  3 Nov 
QC).  Single  Purple  Finches,  not  reported 
annually  in  Idaho,  were  documented  at 
Lewiston,  ID  29  Oct  and  19  Nov  (ph.  JH). 

An  incredible  flock  of  230  White-winged 
Crossbills  at  Bozeman,  MT  13  Nov  (AG) 
represented  the  largest  accumulation  ever 
recorded  locally.  Lesser  Goldfinch  range 
expansion  into  the  Region  continues,  with 
one  documented  at  Ennis  Lake,  MT  7 Sep 
(ph.  EH,  JP).  Hoary  Redpolls  may  have  put 
in  their  best  appearance  ever  in  w.  Montana, 
with  6 at  Dillon  25  Nov  (EW),  2 at  Livings- 
ton 26  Nov  (FR),  and  one  near  Bozeman, 
MT  28  Nov  (JP). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Steve  Butterworth,  Kathleen 
Cameron,  Jay  Carlisle,  Keith  Carlson  (KCs), 
Dan  Casey  (DC),  Darren  Clark  (DCl), 
Nathan  DeBoer,  Steve  Gniadek,  Terry  Gray, 
Jim  Greaves,  Andrew  Guttenberg,  Nick 
Hajdukovich,  John  Hanna,  Lisa  Hardy,  Ed 
Harper,  Craig  Hohenberger  (Cho),  Cheryl 
Huizinga,  Radd  Icenoggle,  Leslie  Kehoe, 
Nate  Kohler,  Susan  Lindstedt,  Eileen 
Loerch,  Garrett  MacDonald,  Susie  Maclin, 
Doug  Mead,  Nancy  Miller,  Paul  Ostler, 
John  Parker,  Sue  Reel,  Jim  Rogers,  Bob 
Rost,  Forrest  Rowland,  Shirley  Sturts,  Gary  f 
Swant,  Chuck  Trost,  Doug  Ward,  Heidi 
Ware,  Jan  Wassink,  Cliff  Weisse,  Eve  Wills, 
Poo  Wright-Pulliam.  O 


David  Trochlell,  2409  East  N Avenue,  la  Grande, 
Oregon  97850,  (dtrochlell@frontier.com) 
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Autumn  2012  witnessed  scattered 
rainstorms  across  New  Mexico,  but 
those  did  little  to  alleviate  the  ongo- 
ing drought;  news  reports  of  “driest  ever”  and 
“hottest  ever”  became  familiar  fare.  Resident 
birds  surely  suffered,  but  there  were  few  data 
to  document  that.  Nevertheless,  an  unusual 
number  of  traditionally  “rare”  migrants  were 
found,  the  state’s  third  Piratic  Flycatcher  was 
documented,  and  Red-breasted  Sapsucker  was 
confirmed  for  the  first  time.  Thanks  to  Bill 
Howe  and  John  Parmeter  for  proofreading  this 
report. 

Abbreviations:  B.L.N.WR.  (Bitter  Lake 
N.WR.);  Bosque  (Bosque  del  Apache  N.WR.); 
E.B.L.  (Elephant  Butte  Lake);  G.G.P  (Gran- 
ite Gap  Preserve  w.  of  Cotton  City,  Hidalgo)', 
N.A.PI.  (Navajo  Agricultural  Products  Indus- 
try s.  of  Farmington);  N.R.T.  (n.  Roosevelt  mi- 
grant trap  w.  of  Melrose);  P O.  Canyon  (Post 
Office  Canyon,  Peloncillo  Mountains);  R.G.Y 
(Rio  Grande  Valley);  R.S.  (Rattlesnake  Springs 
and  vicinity,  Eddy). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CRANES 

One  to  2 Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks 
were  at  Lake  Avalon  1-12  Sep  (ph.  RN,  SW); 
the  species  has  turned  up  in  e.  New  Mexico  an- 
nually since  2010,  Mexican  Ducks  n.  of  usual 
included  2 near  Thoreau  23  Sep  (CR)  and  sin- 
gles at  Crownpoint  and  Quemado  Lake  23  Oct 
(LM).  Single  Surf  Scoters  were  at  Ruby  Ranch 
I n.  of  Las  Vegas  10  Oct  (WWe),  Bluewater  Lake 
j 3 Nov  (NP,  ph.  MB),  and  Quemado  Lake  8 Nov 

I (WWi).  An  ad.  male  Black  Scoter  at  E.B.L.  27 

j Oct  (ph.  DC)  provided  a Sierra  first.  A female 
I Common  Merganser  with  2 ducklings  at  Ra- 
I mah  Lake  5 Aug  QT)  furnished  a first  breeding 
I record  for  the  Zuni  region.  A female  White- 
' tailed  Ptarmigan  with  one  chick  was  near  Jica- 


rita  Peak  4 Aug  (m.ob.,  ph.).  Noteworthy  for 
the  Chuska  Mountains,  Dusky  Grouse  were 
noted  at  two  sites  in  the  Narbona  Pass  area  w. 
of  Toadlena  1 Aug  (CLB).  Early  was  a Homed 
Grebe  at  Bluewater  Lake  23  Sep  (CR).  A Red- 
necked Grebe  at  Ohkay  Owingeh  Pueblo  21 
Oct-10  Nov  (m.ob.,  ph.  BRF,  ph,  CA,  ph.  JO, 
ph.  WWi)  provided  a Rio  Arriba  first.  Of  1400 
Aechmophorus  grebes  at  E.B.L.  6 Oct,  85%  were 
Western  and  15%  were  Clark’s  (DK);  an  aerial 
survey  counted  3050  Aechmophorus  grebes 
there  9 Nov  (MW).  A Neotropic  Cormorant 
at  Deming  3 Sep  (LM)  may  represent  a Luna 
first;  others  beyond  usual  haunts  were  singles 
at  Clovis  10-24  Aug  0O)>  Brantley  Lake  10 
Aug  (ph.  RN),  and  Six  Mile  Dam  22  Aug  (SW). 
Continuing  from  summer,  an  imm.  Brown 
Pelican  was  at  E.B.L.  until  12  Aug  (ph.  DC). 
Up  to  2 American  Bitterns  were  at  B.L.N.WR. 
29  Oct-28  Nov  (m.ob.);  in  the  R.G.V,  singles 
were  at  Albuquerque  16  Oct  (GO)  and  Mesilla 
Valley  S.P  13-14  Oct  (ph.  CG),  Scarce  recently, 
an  imm.  Little  Blue  Heron  was  at  Brantley  Lake 
2 Aug  (SW),  and  an  ad.  was  at  Six  Mile  Dam  5 
Aug  (RN).  Continuing  from  summer,  up  to  3 
Tricolored  Herons  were  at  Lake  Avalon  through 
1 Sep  (m.ob.);  farther  n.,  an  imm  was  at  Ute 
Lake  22  Sep  (NP,  JEP,  JO,  WWi),  and  an  ad. 
was  in  the  Socorro-Escondida  area  8-10  Aug 
(CW,  T.  Archdeacon).  Reddish  Egret  records 
continued  to  proliferate,  with  singles  at  Ute 
Lake  28-29  Aug  (ph.  ’WWi),  B.L.N.WR.  30 
Aug-31  Oct  (FA,  m.ob.,  ph.  JIS,  ph.  CA,  ph. 
JO),  and  Caballo  Lake  15  Aug-8  Oct  (ph.  DC, 
JEP,  LM,  WWe).  Yet  another  strong  season  for 
Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron  found  an  imm. 
at  Ned  Houk  Park  n.  of  Clovis  16-26  Aug  (ph. 
JO,  SC),  up  to  5 imms.  at  the  Clovis  treatment 
ponds  10  Aug-28  Sep  QEP,  WWi,  ph.  JO),  an 
ad.  at  Roswell  2 Sep  QEP,  ph.  JO)  and  an  imm. 
there  7 Sep  (ph.  J.  Stuart),  up  to  2 imms.  at 
Tatum  1-7  Sep  QEP,  ph.  JO),  2 imms.  at  Six 
Mile  Dam  5 Aug  (ph.  RN),  and  an  ad.  at  Ca- 
ballo Lake  28  Aug  (LM).  Roseate  Spoonbill 
continued  to  make  news, 
with  a continuing  imm.  at 
Albuquerque  3 Aug  (ph. 

CW)  and  another  imm.  at 
Caballo  Lake  25-27  Aug 
(ph.  DC,  ph.  WWi,  JEP). 

An  impressive  340  Turkey 
Vultures  were  counted  leav- 
ing an  Albuquerque  roost 
29  Sep  (CMB).  A Swallow- 
tailed Kite  was  at  Moun- 
tainair  19  Aug  (ph.  R.  Grim- 
shaw),  marking  the  fourth 
consecutive  year  the  species 
has  been  documented  in  the 
state.  Taking  advantage  of 
spawning  Kokanee  Salmon, 


68  Bald  Eagles  were  concentrated  at  Heron 
Lake  6 Nov  (MW).  A pair  of  Harris’s  Hawks 
was  tending  young  in  the  Deming  area  12  Aug 
(LM),  the  first  productivity  recorded  there 
in  several  years;  noteworthy  was  one  in  the 
lower  Hachita  Valley  3 Aug  QT).  Remarkably 
late  was  an  ad.  Swainson’s  Hawk  at  Sunland 
Park  21  Nov  (ph.  JNP).  Zone-tailed  Hawk  is 
more  widespread  in  New  Mexico  than  gener- 
ally recognized;  noteworthy  this  season  were 
one  near  Monica  Cabin,  San  Mateo  Mountains 
3 Sep  (ph.  S.  Mendoza),  2 in  McKnight  Can- 
yon, Black  Range  23  Aug  (WWe),  one  at  Agu- 
irre Springs,  Organ  Mountains  2 Aug  (ph.  NS), 
and  singles  in  two  Guadalupe  Mountains  can- 
yons 15  Sep  (SW);  2 passed  over  Deming  2 Sep 
(LM).  A record  32,005  Sandhill  Cranes  were 
counted  at  B.L.N.WR.  and  vicinity  24  Oct 
QIS);  5000  were  at  Caballo  Lake  25  Oct  (DC). 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  JAEGERS 

A Black-bellied  Plover  was  w.  to  Bluewater 
Lake  4 Oct  QT);  noteworthy  for  Mora  was  one 
at  Cherry  Lake  27  Sep  (WWe).  An  ad.  Snowy 
Plover  was  seen  tending  2 chicks  at  E.B.L.  7 
Aug  (DC).  A Semipalmated  Plover  was  late  at 
Brantley  Lake  16  Nov  (ph.  RN).  Also  late  were 
9 Mountain  Plovers  in  the  Jornado  del  Muerto 
ne.  of  Engle  30  Nov  (BF).  The  181  American 
Avocets  in  the  Upper  Nutria  area  4 Oct  (JT) 
were  the  most  ever  found  in  the  Zuni  region; 
late  for  the  n.  were  26  at  Conchas  Lake  and  42 
at  Ute  Lake  23  Nov  (MB,  NP).  Upland  Sand- 
pipers were  unusually  conspicuous  w.  to  the 
R.G.V,  including  up  to  35  in  Albuquerque’s 
South  Valley  12-19  Aug  (ph.  AG,  m.ob.,  ph.) 
and  a high  9 at  La  Union,  Dona  Ana  5 Aug 
(DB);  noteworthy  for  Santa  Fe  were  up  to  24 
near  Otto  11  Aug  (ph.  JB);  and  12  were  on 
Otero  Mesa  16  Aug  (RM).  Two  Marbled  God- 
wits  lingered  at  E.B.L.  7 Oct-8  Nov  (DC).  Rare 
in  New  Mexico,  2 Red  Knots  were  at  Brantley 
Lake  16  Sep  QEP)-  High  counts  for  Sanderlings 
included  12  w.  to  Lordsburg  Playa  15  Sep  (ph. 


Swallow-tailed  Kite  was  documented  in  New  Mexico  for  the  fourth  consecutive 
year  when  this  one  was  found  at  Mountainair,  Torrance  County  on  1 9 August  201 2. 
Photograph  by  Roger  P.  Grimshaw. 
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Sedge  Wren  is  New  Mexico's  rarest  wren,  with  only  about  20  credible  records  overall.  This  one 
was  at  the  Blue  Hole  Cienega  near  Santa  Rosa,  Guadalupe  County  7-15  (here  7)  October  2012. 
Photograph  by  Jerry  R.  Oldenettel. 


WH),  8 at  Conchas  Lake  22  Sep 
(MB,  NP).  and  5 at  E.B.L.  23  Sep 
(ph,  DC).  Noteworthy  for  Los 
Alamos  were  one  to  2 Least  Sand- 
pipers at  Bandelier  N.M.  6-9  Sep 
(ph.  S.  Fettig).  Scarce  w.  of  the 
R.G.V,  a Pectoral  Sandpiper  was 
near  Yah-ta-hey,  McKinley  23  Sep 
(CR).  Unexpectedly  early  were  2 
Dunlins  at  Brantley  Lake  15  Sep 
(SW);  next  to  arrive  was  one  at 
E.B.L.  5-7  Oct  (ph.  DC,  MB,  NP). 

A juv.  Short-billed  Dowitcher 
was  well  documented  at  Clovis 
24  Aug  (JEP,  ph.  JO,  ph.  CA).  Pro- 
viding the  earliest  fall  record  yet, 
at  least  one  American  Woodcock 
was  at  R.S.  11-17  Oct  (SW).  A 
good  Red-necked  Phalarope  sea- 
son found  up  to  13  w.  to  Tyrone  7 
Sep-5  Oct  (E.  Lewis);  high  counts 
farther  e.  included  14  at  Clovis  21 
Sep  (JEP),  34  n.  of  Las  Vegas  27  Sep  (WWe), 
and  21  at  E.B.L.  27  Sep  (DC).  Two  Red  Phal- 
aropes  were  n.  of  Las  Vegas  10  Oct  (WWe); 
singles  were  at  E.B.L.  13  Oct  (DC)  and  Caballo 
Lake  8-13  Oct  (ph.  DC,  ph.  CA,  ph.  WWi). 

An  impressive  Sabines  Gull  season  found  20 
individuals  at  nine  locales  5 Sep-27  Oct,  in- 
cluded Valencia’s  first  record,  of  2 at  Belen  13- 
17  Sep  (ph.  J.  Schelling,  m.ob.,  ph.),  a Torrance 
hrst  at  Mountainair  17  Sep  (DH),  and  a high  7 
at  Ruby  Ranch  n.  of  Las  Vegas  27  Sep  (WWe). 
Unreported  since  2006,  a Little  Gull  at  Sum- 
ner Lake  12  Sep  (ph.  CA)  furnished  New 
Mexico’s  sixth  overall  record.  A late  Franklin’s 
Gull  was  at  Sunland  Park  29  Nov  ONP.  Dh)- 
Seldom  reported  in  Lincoln,  a California  Gull 
was  at  Carrizozo  16  Nov  OEP)-  A busy  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gull  season  began  with  an  ad. 
at  E.B.L.  25  Aug  (ph.  DC)  and  a third-cycle 
there  29  Sep-29  Nov  (ph.  DC,  m.ob.,  ph.),  an 
ad.  at  Morgan  Lake  9-10  Nov  (ph.  CA,  ph.  TR), 
and  a hrst-cycle  bird  at  Albuquerque’s  Alameda 
bndge  20  Nov-r  (HT,  WE,  ph.  AB,  MH).  Three 
Caspian  Terns  were  at  Ute  Lake  8 Sep  (MB,  NP, 
JEP,  ph.  CA).  Common  Terns  with  documenta- 
tion included  singles  at  Brantley  Lake  2 Aug 
(SW)  and  7 Sep  (ph.  RN)  and  at  Clovis  27  Sep 
GO,  ph.  CA).  A light-morph  juv.  Long-tailed 
Jaeger  was  at  Sumner  Lake  12  Sep  (ph.  CA): 
under  review  is  a dark-morph  juv.  at  Santa  Fe 
Canyon  26  Sep  QB). 

DOVES  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Inca  Doves  continued  scarce;  the  13  at  Dent- 
ing 24  Sep  (LM)  were  the  most  there  in  five 
years  while  other  “high”  counts  included  5 at 
Rodeo  23  Nov  QEP)  and  4 at  Carlsbad  19  Sep 
(SW).  A calling  Common  Ground-Dove  at  R.S. 
5 Aug  (SW)  provided  the  lone  report,  although 


an  unidentihed  ground-dove  was  at  Bosque  3 
Nov  QEP).  A juv.  Black-billed  Cuckoo  was  at 
N.R.T.  8 Sep  QEP.  ph.  JO,  ph.  CA),  the  sec- 
ond consecutive  year  for  the  species  there.  Mi- 
grant Flammulated  Owls  on  the  prairie  were 
singles  at  N.R.T  6-7  GEP,  JO)  & 12  Oct  GO). 
An  impressive  8 Short-eared  Owls  were  in  the 
Two  Rivers  Dam  area  sw.  of  Roswell  27-29  Oct 
G.  Black,  MW),  and  one  was  at  B.L.N.WR.  7 
Nov  (FA).  Boreal  Owl  surveys  in  n.  New  Mex- 
ico from  29  Jul  through  mid-Oct  found  six  of 
seven  historical  breeding  locations  in  the  San 
Juan,  Sangre  de  Cristo,  and  Jemez  ranges  to  be 
occupied;  in  addition,  birds  were  detected  at 
two  new  locations,  including  the  hrst  record 
for  Sandoval  (fide  D.  Stahlecker).  A Northern 
Saw-whet  Owl  was  roosting  at  N.R.T.  19  Oct 
GEP,  ph.  JO,  ph.  ’WWi);  a family  group  was 
at  Narbona  Pass,  Chuska  Mountains  1 Aug 
(CLB).  An  unidentihed  whip-poor-will  was  at 

N. R.T.  8 Sep  (WWi,  JEP,  MB,  ph.  JO,  ph.  NP, 
ph.  CA),  where  New  Mexico’s  only  conhrmed 
Eastern  was  found  Oct  2010  and  another  un- 
identihed one  was  photographed  Sep  2011.  A 
Mexican  Whip-poor-will  was  vocal  in  Clanton 
Canyon,  Peloncillo  Mountains  on  the  late  date 
of  27  Sep  GT). 

Nine  Black  Swift  nests,  each  with  one  nest- 
ling, were  at  Jemez  Falls  16-17  Aug  (K.  Pot- 
ter, J.  Beason,  C.  Gunn);  2 ads.  and  3 nestlings 
were  banded,  and  a geolocator  was  placed  on 
an  ad.  female.  In  n.  Rio  Arriba,  2 Black  SvAfts 
were  in  the  Apache  Creek  area  1 1 Aug  (NP,  ph. 
MB).  A female  Blue-throated  Eiummingbird 
in  P O.  Canyon  24  & 27  Sep  (CL)  provided 
the  only  report.  Lucifer  Hummingbirds  in  P. 

O.  Canyon  peaked  at  22  birds  29  Aug,  where 
hatch-year  birds  were  seen  through  10  Sep, 
females  through  30  Sep,  and  males  through 


5 Oct  (CL).  An  ad.  male  Ruby- 
throated  Hummingbird  was 
nicely  documented  at  Carlsbad 
4-6  Sep  (ph.  R.  Hurd,  ph.  SW). 
Anna’s  Hummingbirds  followed 
the  usual  autumn  pattern,  with 
one  to  3 in  P O.  Canyon  daily  3 
Aug-1 1 Sep,  increasing  to  a peak 
of  16  on  9 Oct,  and  with  the  last 
there  22  Nov  (CL);  gradually 
spreading  e.  to  the  R.G.V,  singles 
were  at  E.B.L.  7 Oct-16  Nov 
(ph.  DC),  Las  Cruces  3 Nov  (R. 
Hodgson),  and  Escondida  8-24 
Nov  (ph.  S.  LaBrier),  and  one  was 
farther  e.  to  the  Guadalupe  Moun- 
tains, Eddy  5 Nov  (ph,  J.  Lewis). 
Surprisingly  late  was  a juv.  male 
Calliope  Hummingbird  in  Embu- 
dito  Canyon,  Sandia  Mountains 
4 Nov  (AG).  An  ad.  male  Broad- 
billed Hummingbird  was  far  n.  to 
Eldorado  3 Nov-6  Dec  (ph.  G.  & S.  Vreeland, 
ph.  JB,  ph.  BRF,  AF),  and  a female  was  in  Fill- 
more Canyon,  Organ  Mountains  8 Oct  (ph.  M. 
Brooks). 

A Lewis’s  Woodpecker  was  s.  to  La  Union 
28  Oct  (ph.  DB).  Noteworthy  for  the  Sandia 
Mountains  were  single  Red-headed  Wood- 
peckers at  Sandia  Park  and  Doc  Long  Picnic 
Area  1 Sep  (CMB).  Scarce  in  Eddy,  a William- 
son’s Sapsucker  was  at  R.S.  16  Sep  (m.ob.). 
New  Mexico’s  hrst  conhrmed  Red-breasted 
Sapsucker,  a juv.  of  the  subspecies  daggetti, 
was  in  McKinley  n.  of  Ramah  Lake  19  Oct-4 
Nov  (ph.  R.  Hammond,  m.ob.,  ph.).  A female 
Ladder-backed  Woodpecker  was  seen  tend- 
ing 2 juvs.  w.  to  lower  Bluewater  Gorge  5 Aug 
GT).  Apparent  Eastern  Downy  Woodpeckers 
were  near  Clayton  24  Nov  (NP,  ph.  MB)  and 
at  Galisteo  27  Oct  (ph.  JB).  American  Three- 
toed Woodpeckers  were  detected  at  two  sites 
in  the  Chuska  Mountains  near  Narbona  Pass 
1 Aug  (CLB);  noteworthy  for  the  Sacramento 
Mountains  was  one  along  the  Rim  Trail  near 
Cloudcroft  24  Aug  GG).  A Merlin  was  remark- 
ably early  at  Bosque  5 Aug  (DH). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  DIPPERS 

An  Eastern  Wood-Pewee  was  singing  at 
N.R.T.  8 Sep  GEP,  ’WWi).  Notably  late  was  a 
Western  Wood-Pewee  below  E.B.L.  Dam  9 Oct 
(DC).  Two  Yellow-bellied  Flycatchers  were 
documented,  singles  at  N.R.T.  8 Sep  GEP,  ph. 
JO,  ph.  MB,  ph.  NP,  ph.  CA)  and  R.S.  29  Sep 
(RN,  ph.  SWY  A vocal  Hammond’s  Flycatcher 
was  late  at  Albuquerque  28  Nov  (ph.  MB).  An 
ad.  Eastern  Phoebe  was  feeding  a hedgling  in 
Mills  Canyon,  Elarding  12  Aug  (DH);  in  the 
sw.,  early  migrants  reached  Radium  Springs  14 
Sep  (MS,  JZ)  and  the  Mimbres  River,  nw.  Luna 
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26  Sep  (ph,  MW).  An  above-average  Great 
Crested  Flycatcher  season  found  singles  at  Oa- 
sis S.E  20  Aug  (ph,  DW)  and  Tatum  24  Aug 
QEP,  ph.  JO)  and  up  to  4 at  N.R.T.  28  Aug-29 
Sep  (m.ob.).  The  flycatcher  of  the  season  was 
a Piratic  Flycatcher  at  R.S.  12-25  Sep  (ph.  D. 
Vogt,  m.ob.,  ph.);  apparently  a juv.  of  the  n. . 
subspecies  (fide  S.  N.  G.  Howell),  it  provided 
the  second  record  for  R.S.  and  the  third  over- 
all for  New  Mexico,  all  from  Sep  in  the  Pecos 
Valley.  Noteworthy  for  Albuquerque,  3 Eastern 
Kingbird  fledglings  were  together  at  Kirtland 
A.EB.  29  Aug  (ph.  GF).  An  early  Northern 
Shrike  was  at  San  Marcos,  Santa  Fe  22  Oct  (R. 
Olcott);  by  Nov,  singles  had  reached  San  Juan 
QEP),  Rio  Arriba  (C.  Mangeng),  Union  (NP), 
Mora  (DH),  and  Bernalillo  (ph.  J.  Joseph),  and 
one  was  s.  to  Socorro  25  Nov  (ph.  JWS). 

Continuing  from  summer,  a White-eyed 
Vireo  was  singing  at  Bosque  5 Aug  (DH);  an- 
other was  at  N.R.T.  7 Oct  QO,  CR).  Late  for 
the  n.,  a Gray  Vireo  was  at  El  Vado  Ranch,  Rio 
Arriba  2 Sep  (L.  Pierce).  Single  Yellow-throated 
Vireos  were  at  R.S.  2-3  Sep  (RN,  SW),  Gali- 
steo  9-16  Sep  (ph.  BRF,  ph.  JB,  WE),  N.R.T. 
6-7  Oct  QEP,  ph,  NH,  CR),  and  below  Caballo 
Dam  10  Oct  (ph.  NS);  a late  Cassin’s  was  at 
Percha  2 Nov  (NS).  Attention  to  “solitary" 
vireos  produced  single  Blue-headeds  w.  to 
N.A.EI.  16  Sep  (ph.  TR)  and  Galisteo  30  Sep 
QB,  WE),  plus  singles  farther  e.  at  eight  sites 
in  five  counties  2 Sep-8  Oct  (m.ob.).  A solid 
Philadelphia  Vireo  season  found  early  singles 
at  Cherry  Creek  C.G.  24  Aug  (LM)  and  near 
Mesilla  3 Sep  (ph.  CG),  plus  2 at  Santa  Rosa 
10  Oct  (WWe),  and  singles  at  N.R.T.  2 Oct 
(ph.  CA),  Bosque  10  Oct  (ph.  CA),  and  below 
E.B.L.  Dam  4-9  Oct  (ph.  DC,  m.ob,,  ph.).  One 
to  2 Red-eyed  Vireos  were  at  four  locales  from 
the  R.G.V  eastward  17  Aug-25  Sep  (m.ob.). 
Recently  scarce  in  the  Jemez  Mountains,  a 
Gray  Jay  was  in  Sandoval  above  Camp  May  2 
Sep  (WH).  Single  Blue  Jays  were  w.  to  Galisteo 
18  Oct  (WWe),  Cedar  Crest  30  Oct  (D,  Ligon), 
and  Albuquerque  29-30  Nov  (R.  Charlton). 
Clark’s  Nutcracker  is  scarce  in  the  Black  Range; 
this  season,  2 were  on  Lookout  Mountain  6 
Aug  (WWe),  and  2 were  at  Poverty  Creek  19 
Sep  and  10  Oct  (DC),  Two  ad.  Purple  Martins 
at  a nest  cavity  along  the  Dockwiller  Trail  n.  of 
Cowles  4 Aug  (PN)  provided  a new  Sangre  de 
Cristo  Mountains  breeding  locale;  lowland  mi- 
grants included  2 at  Rodeo  9 Sep  (ph.  RW)  and 
one  near  Radium  Springs  17  Sep  QZ).  Three 
juv.  Cave  Swallows  were  n.  to  B.L.N.WR.  20 
Aug  (SW). 

Single  Eastern  White-breasted  Nuthatches 
(nominate  subspecies  group)  were  at  Santa 
Rosa  7 Oct  (ph,  CW)  and  Conchas  Dam  13 
Oct  (MB,  NP,  ph.  CW).  Winter  Wren  was  well 
represented,  with  singles  at  eight  sites  in  seven 


counties  from  the  R.G.V  eastward  6 Oct-25 
Nov.  A Pacific  V#en  was  seen  and  heard  at 
Galisteo  18  Oct  (WWe).  New  Mexico’s  rarest 
wren,  a Sedge  Wren  was  at  Blue  Hole  Cienega 
near  Santa  Rosa  7-15  Oct  (ph.  NP,  ph,  MB, 
m.ob.,  ph.  JO),  providing  the  first  record  con- 
firmed by  photograph  or  specimen  in  nearly 
two  decades.  Up  to  2 vocal  Carolina  Wrens 
continued  all  season  at  Bosque  (DH,  NH, 
GF,  JEP),  where  present  since  summer  2011. 
Slowly  rebounding  from  population  lows,  a 
few  Black-tailed  Gnatcatchers  were  reported 
in  the  s,,  including  one  at  Oliver  Lee  S.E  7 
Aug  (ph.  CA);  one  was  n.  to  the  E.B.L.  area  23 
Nov  (DC).  An  American  Dipper  found  its  way 
down  to  Truth  or  Consequences,  where  pres- 
ent 10-26  Oct  (ph.  A.  Morrison,  ph.  DC). 

THRUSHES  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Seldom  documented  in  migration,  single  Vee- 
ries  were  at  N.R.T.  14  OEP,  ph.  JO,  ph.  CA) 
& 28  Sep  (WWi,  JEP,  ph.  JO).  Scarce  in  Santa 
Fe,  a Wood  Thrush  was  at  Galisteo  8-9  Oct 
(BRF,  ph.  CA).  Among  the  usual  sprinkling 
of  Brovra  Thrasher  reports  was  one  at  Alamo 
Tank,  Otero  Mesa  19  Oct  (SW).  Continuing  to 
spread  in  Santa  Fe,  2 Crissal  Thrashers  were 
at  Cerrillos  23  Nov  (JB),  Surveys  for  Sprague’s 
Pipit  found  only  5 at  Sevilleta  N.WR.  4 Oct-8 
Nov  (DK,  KG,  CR,  WH);  elsewhere,  an  early 
one  was  near  Brantley  Lake  15  Sep  (SW),  and 
one  was  on  Otero  Mesa  12  Oct  (RM).  Single 
Lapland  Longspurs  were  s.  to  E.B.L,  28  Oct 
(JEP,  CA)  and  3 Nov  QEP),  but  the  species  was 
otherwise  unreported  this  season.  Scarce  w.  to 
Grant,  an  Ovenbird  struck  a vhndow  at  Silver 
City  1 1 Sep  (ph.  D.  & V Johnson).  Rare  in  fall, 
a Worm-eating  Warbler  was  at  Las  Cruces  22 
Aug  (L.  Hinesley).  A good  Louisi- 
ana Waterthrush  season  included 
a Quay  first  one  n.  of  San  Jon  6 
Aug  (ph.  WWi),  one  at  Oasis  S.E  6 
Aug  (ph.  DW)  and  presumably  an- 
other there  17  Aug  (ph.  J.  Lofton), 
and  one  at  R.S.  on  multiple  dates 
8-19  Aug  (m.ob.,  ph.  RN,  ph.  MB, 
ph.  CW,  ph.  JWS).  Always  rare,  a 
Golden-winged  Warbler  was  at 
N.R.T.  29  Sep  (CA).  A Black-and- 
white  Warbler  was  w.  to  Cherry 
Creek  Campground  31  Aug  (ph. 

RG).  Well-detailed  Prothonotary 
Warblers  included  one  w.  to  Gila  28 
Aug  (RG)  and  singles  near  Yrisarri, 

Bernalillo  30  Aug  (ph.  M.  Martin), 
Albuquerque’s  Botanical  Garden 
6 Sep  (WWe),  and  Galisteo  7 Oct 
(BRF).  Carefully  described  Tennes- 
see Warblers  were  one  at  N.R.T. 

29  Sep  QEP,  WWi)  and  another 
there  5-7  Oct  QEP,  ph.  CA,  ph.  NH, 


CR);  late  was  one  at  Deming  6 Nov  (LM).  Con- 
tinuing from  summer,  a male  Hooded  Warbler 
lingered  at  Santa  Fe  Canyon  Preserve  16  Aug- 
23  Sep  (BRF,  ph.  JB);  another  was  at  Escondida 
9 Aug  Q.  Smith).  Northern  Parulas  where  sel- 
dom reported  were  singles  in  s.  Curry  4 Oct 
(DW),  on  the  Diamond  A Ranch,  w.  Chaves  31 
Oct  (WWe),  Pep  6 Oct  (ph.  NH),  Tierra  Blanca 
Creek,  w.  Sierra  3 Oct  (DC),  Leasburg  S.E  25 
Aug  (ph.  CG),  and  near  Radium  Springs  12 
Oct-6  Nov  (MS,  JZ);  singles  were  at  N.R.T.  on 
multiple  dates  22  Sep-14  Oct  (m.ob.,  ph.). 
Single  Magnolia  Warblers  were  at  Tatum  21 
Sep  QEP,  ph.  JO)  and  at  N.R.T.  25  Sep  (ph. 
CA),  29  Sep  QEP,  ph.  JO),  and  19  Oct  QEP,  ph. 
JO).  An  ad.  male  Blackburnian  Warbler  was 
a treat  at  Oasis  S.E  21  Aug  (ph.  CA),  as  were 
singles  at  N.R.T.  9 (MH)  & 29  Sep  QEP,  ph. 
JO)  and  at  R.S.  20  Sep  (SW).  An  impressive 
Chestnut-sided  Warbler  season  found  one  w. 
to  N.A.EI.  27  Sep  (CLB),  plus  one  to  3 at  seven 
locales  in  six  counties  from  the  R.G.V.  eastward 
3 Sep-5  Oct  (m.ob.).  A Blackpoll  Warbler 
was  at  Santa  Fe  22  Sep  (ph.  T.  Treece);  singles 
were  netted  at  Albuquerque’s  Rio  Grande  Na- 
ture Center  15  (CR,  ph.  AG,  ph.  N.  Cox)  63:  29 
Sep  (CR,  ph.  AG);  and  singles  were  at  N.R.T. 

21  QEP  ph.  JO,  ph.  CA)  & 29  Sep  QEP,  JO). 
A male  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  was  w.  to 
N.A.EI.  21-24  Sep  (ph.  TR,  CLB);  farther  e., 
one  struck  a window  at  Galisteo  8 Oct  (ph.  J. 
Tuwaletstiwa),  and  singles  were  at  Oasis  S.E 

22  Sep  (ph.  DW),  Milnesand  5-6  Oct  QEP,  ph. 
CA),  and  Percha  10  Oct  (ph.  CA),  and  up  to  4 
were  at  N.R.T.  4-7  Oct  (ph.  JO,  JEP,  ph.  CA, 
ph.  NH).  Single  Palm  Warblers,  some  pos- 
sibly repeats,  were  at  N.R.T.  20  Sep  (ph.  JO), 
29  Sep  QEP  ph.  JO),  2 Oct  (ph.  SC),  and  7 


This  Canada  Warbler  in  the  Paseo  del  Rio  area  below  Elephant  Butte  Dam, 
Sierra  Coun^  4 Ortober  201 2 provided  New  Mexico's  eleventh  credible  record 
of  the  species.  Photograph  by  David  J.  Cleary. 
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This  Common  Redpoll  in  the  Dry  Cimarron  Valley,  Union  County, 
New  Mexico  24  November  201 2 became  the  third  to  be  photogra- 
phically documented  in  the  state;  the  species  was  first  confirmed 
in  the  state  only  in  2007.  Photograph  by  Nicholas  D.  Pederson. 

Oct  (ph.  JO,  ph.  NH,  ph.  CA,  CR);  elsewhere, 
singles  were  near  Otto  7 Oct  (ph.  BRF),  at  Las 
Cruces  2 Oct  (ph.  NS),  on  Otero  Mesa  at  John- 
son Well  27  Sep  (ph.  SW),  and  at  R.S.  21-22 
Sep  (M.  Ackley,  ph.  JG).  At  least  3 Pine  War- 
blers reached  Albuquerque  in  late  Nov,  with 
singles  at  Aztec  Park  27-29  Nov  (ph.  CA,  ph. 
NH,  ph.  AG,  CMB,  JEP),  Sunset  Memorial  Park 
27-28  Nov  (AB,  ph.  CW),  and  Roosevelt  Park 
28  Nov  (CW);  other  reports  with  details  were 
singles  at  E.B.L.  Dam  21  Sep  (DC)  and  R.S.  21 
Nov  (SW).  Single  Yellow-throated  Warblers 
were  at  E.B.L.  10-14  Aug  (ph.  DC)  and  N.R.T. 
8 Sep  (JEP,  ph.  JO,  ph.  CA).  Hermit  Warblers 
e.  of  expected  were  one  near  Serpent  Lake,  Taos 
4 Aug  QT)  and  La  Union  7 Sep  (ph.  DB);  small 
numbers  passed  through  the  Pinos  Altos  and 
Peloncillo  ranges  2 Aug-22  Sep  QT,  CL,  LM). 
Black-throated  Green  Warbler  made  a strong 
showing,  with  singles  at  N.R.T.  20  Aug  (ph. 
CA),  29-30  Sep  OEP,  ph.  JO),  4 Oct  (ph.  JO), 
and  14  Oct  (JEP,  DH),  singles  at  Ned  Houk 
Park  31  Aug  (ph.  JO,  CA)  and  28  Sep  (CA,  JEP, 
JO,  WWi),  and  one  at  Galisteo  13  Oct  (WE, 
ph.  BRE).  A Canada  Warbler  below  E.B.L. 
Dam  4 Oct  (ph.  DC)  provided  only  the  elev- 
enth credible  New  Mexico  record. 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A female  Eastern  Towhee  x Spotted  Towhee 
hybrid  was  at  Milnesand  5-6  Oct  (G,  Beauprez, 
JEP,  ph.  JO,  ph.  CA,  ph.  NH).  Earliest  Ameri- 
can Tree  Sparrows  were  singles  near  Sandia 
Park  6 Nov  (HT),  Eagle  Nest  Lake  7 Nov  (ph. 
CA),  and  Edgewood  8 Nov  (PN),  with  2 at  La 
Cienega  10  Nov  (JB).  Clay-colored  Sparrows  w. 
of  usual  were  one  at  G.G.R  9 Sep  (TG)  and  up 
to  3 at  Rodeo  9-13  Sep  (ph.  RW).  Grasshop- 
per Sparrows  are  often  overlooked  in  migra- 
tion; this  season,  reports  included  4 at  Blue 
Hole  Cienega  13  Oct  (NP)  and  singles  at  Ghost 
Ranch  8 Sep  (CR),  near  Cabezon  Peak  20  Oct 
(WH),  Sevilleta  N.WR.  17  Oct  (DK),  and  Las 
Cruces  Dam  22  Sep-2  Oct  (NS,  ph.  C.  San- 


Three  Lawrence's  Goldfinches  were  at  Granite  Gap  Preserve 
near  Cotton  City,  Hidalgo  County,  New  Mexico  17  October 
201 2,  where  this  male  and  female  posed  for  their  portrait. 
Photograph  by  Tony  B.  Godfrey. 

dell).  Single  Fox  Sparrows  were  at  11  sites  in 
nine  counties  from  the  R.G.V  eastward  1 Oct 
and  later  (m.ob.),  including  a red  one  at  Ra- 
mon, Lincoln  1 Nov  (C.  Hayes).  Two  Swamp 
Sparrows  were  early  at  R.S.  10  Sep  (SW).  A 
Harris’s  Sparrows  was  at  Clayton  Lake  24  Nov 
(ph.  MB,  ph.  NP),  and  another  at  was  Bosque 
18  Nov  (DH).  An  early  Golden-crowned  Spar- 
row was  at  Corrales  27  Oct  0-  Ruth,  ph.  DK), 
singes  were  at  different  Santa  Fe  sites  10  QB)  & 
22  Nov  (ph.  W Schackwitz),  and  one  was  at  La 
Union  22  Nov  (DB).  Single  White-vAnged  Jun- 
cos  were  at  Cerrillos  28-29  Oct  (ph.  S.  Nose- 
worthy, AF)  and  16  Nov  (AF)  and  at  Edgewood 
10  Nov  (AJ). 

Single  basic-plumaged  male  Scarlet  Tana- 
gers  were  at  N.R.T.  18  Sep  (ph.  CA)  and  6-8 
Oct  OEP,  ph.  NH,  ph.  JO).  Rose-breasted  Gros- 
beaks w.  of  usual  were  up  to  3 at  N.A.Pl.  3 Oct 
(ph.  TR)  and  one  in  P O.  Canyon  16-17  Sep 
(CL);  the  latest  were  singles  at  Radium  Springs 
(MS,  JZ)  and  Mesilla  Park  (ph.  CG),  both  10 
Oct.  A late  Black-headed  Grosbeak  was  at  Ja- 
cona,  Santa  Fe  4 Oct  (CR).  An  ad.  male  Varied 
Bunting  was  n.  to  P O.  Canyon  1 Sep  (CL). 
A female  Painted  Bunting  was  seen  tending  2 
fledglings  n.  of  Radium  Springs  16  Aug  (MS); 
migrant  Painteds  spread  across  the  sw. , includ- 
ing singles  at  G.G.P  9 Sep  (TG),  Rodeo  31  Aug 
(RW),  R O.  Canyon  5 Aug  and  1 Sep  (CL), 
and  Big  Hatchet  Mountains  26  Sep  OT)-  Small 
numbers  of  Dickcissels  were  in  evidence  from 
the  R.G.V.  eastward  11  Aug-29  Sep  (m.ob.), 
including  one  at  Pojoaque  16  Aug  (E.  MacKer- 
row);  w.  were  one  to  2 at  G.G.P  9 Sep  (TG)  and 
singles  at  Rodeo  31  Aug  and  7-9  Sep  (ph.  RW). 

A Bobolink  was  w.  to  Rodeo  31  Aug  (RW); 
another  was  at  Truth  or  Consequences  4 Oct 
(WWe).  Three  Rusty  Blackbirds  reached  Lake 
Avalon  16  Nov  (ph.  RN).  A Baltimore  Oriole 
was  at  N.R.T.  28  Aug-1  Sep  (CMB,  ph.  CA, 
JEP,  JO),  and  another  was  there  15  Sep  OEP, 
ph.  JO);  farther  s.,  singles  were  documented  at 
Tatum  1 Sep  QEP,  ph.  JO)  and  near  Radium 
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Springs  28-31  Aug  (MS,  ph.  JZ).  Dispersing 
Cassin’s  Finches  included  singles  at  N.R.T.  20 
Oct  (ph.  JO)  and  R.S.  5 Oct  (SW),  2 at  Edge- 
wood  14  Nov  (AJ),  and  20  in  the  Los  Pinos 
Mountains  16  Nov  (KG).  Red  Crossbills  con- 
tinued notably  conspicuous,  especially  during 
Aug,  in  the  Chuska  (“large  numbers”),  Zuni, 
Sangre  de  Cristo  (“many”),  Jemez,  Sandia 
(“hundreds”),  and  Black  ranges  (m.ob.);  dis- 
persing crossbills  included  15  e.  to  Clayton  5 
Nov  (WWi),  12  over  the  desert  at  Deming  24 
Nov  (LM),  and  southerly  birds  in  the  R.G.V, 
including  10  at  Leasburg  S.P  3 Nov  (NS),  20  j 
near  Radium  Springs  15  Nov  (MS,  JZ),  and  10 
at  La  Union  19  Nov  (DB).  Continuing  from  j 
summer,  small  numbers  of  White-winged  ' 

Crossbills  were  at  three  Sandia  Crest  sites  i 

3-25  Aug,  including  5 at  the  Crest  House 
3 Aug  (GO),  3 at  the  lOK  trailhead  8 Aug  j 
(CMB),  and  3 at  the  top  of  the  aerial  tram  14 
Aug  (PN);  farther  n.,  3 White-wingeds  were  on 
Elk  Mountain  27  Aug  (WWe),  where  up  to  20 
were  found  20  Nov  (MB,  AJ),  and  12  were  near 
Serpent  Lake  1 Oct  QT).  A Common  Redpoll 
in  the  Dry  Cimarron  Valley  24  Nov  (ph.  MB, 
ph.  NP)  was  the  third  to  be  confirmed  in  New 
Mexico  in  the  past  six  years.  A female  Lesser 
Goldfinch  was  noted  feeding  a begging  fledg- 
ling at  Albuquerque  on  the  late  date  of  1 1 Nov 
(DH).  Three  Lawrence’s  Goldfinches  were  at 
G.G.P  17  Oct  (ph.  TG);  6 below  E.B.L.  Dam  18 
Nov  (BF)  provided  the  only  additional  report. 
Surprising  for  the  se.  plains  was  an  Evening 
Grosbeak  near  Milnesand  10  Oct  (ph.  B.  Wil- 
liamson). 

Initialed  observers:  Collin  Adams,  Francisco 
Anaya,  Andy  Bankert,  Jonathan  Batkin,  Mat- 
thew Baumann,  Dan  Belcher,  Charles  L.  Black, 
Celestyn  M.  Brozek,  David  Cleary,  Steve  Col- 
lins, Wyatt  Egelhoff,  Andrew  Fenner,  Bernard 
R.  Foy  Brush  Freeman,  Gary  Froehlich,  Tony 
Godfrey,  Coleman  Goin,  Ashli  Gorbet,  Kathy 
Granillo,  Rick  Greenspun,  John  Groves,  Da- 
vid Hawksworth,  Nancy  Hetrick,  Michael 
Hilchey,  William  Howe,  Andrew  Johnson,  Da- 
vid Krueper,  Carroll  Littlefield,  Larry  Malone, 
Raymond  Meyer,  Robert  Nieman,  Paul  Nobel, 

Jerry  Oldenettel,  Gale  Owings,  John  E.  Parme- 
ter,  James  N.  Paton,  Nicholas  Pederson,  Tim 
Reeves,  Christopher  Rustay  Jeffrey  1.  Sanchez, 
Marcy  Scott,  John  W Shipman,  Nancy  Stotz, 
Hank  Taliaferro,  John  Trochet,  Mark  Watson, 
Richard  Webster,  Steve  West,  William  E West, 
Debra  Whitecotton,  William  E Wittman,  Cole 
Wolf,  James  Zabriskie. 
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A wide  array  of  species  was  reported 
on  dates  both  late  for  departure  and 
early  for  arrival  this  fall.  Around  Lake 
Havasu,  Harter  and  Vander  Pluym  continued 
to  add  to  our  knowledge  of  the  temporal  dis- 
tribution of  waterfowl  there.  Notable  irrup- 
tive  species  on  the  move  included  jays,  Red- 
breasted Nuthatches,  and  Evening  Grosbeaks. 
Among  rarity  highlights  were  Blue-footed 
Booby,  two  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls,  and  a 
returning  Nutting’s  Flycatcher. 

Abbreviations:  A.B.C.  (Arizona  Bird  Com- 
mittee), B.T.A.  (Boyce  Thompson  Arboretum 
S.E),  B.WD.  (Bill  Williams  Delta,  L.  Havasu), 
G.R.E  (Glendale  recharge  ponds),  G.WR.  (Gil- 
bert Water  Ranch),  L.C.R.Y  (lower  Colorado 
R.  valley),  Sweetwater  (Sweetwater  Wetlands, 
Tucson),  Whitewater  (Whitewater  Draw  WA.), 
Sedona  Wetlands  Preserve  (S.WE). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCOHS 

The  continuing  vagrant  Black-bellied  Whis- 
tling-Duck at  Willow  Lake  was  reported  in- 
termittently through  1 Oct  (m.ob.).  A Snow 
Goose  was  early  at  n.  Lake  Havasu  7-8  Oct 
(LHa).  The  only  Cackling  Goose  reported  was 
in  residential  Green  Valley  14-15  Nov  (A.  Wil- 
liams, ph.  R Williams);  this  species  remains 
rare  and  somewhat  enigmatic  in  Arizona.  The 
only  Tundra  Swan  reported  was  in  Topock 
Gorge  24  Nov  (ph.  JWe).  The  only  Eurasian 
Wigeon  reported  was  a male  at  Green  Valley 
S.T.P.  22-24  Nov  (B.  Howard).  Knowledge  of 
the  status  and  distribution  of  Mexican  Duck  in 
Arizona  is  clouded  by  identification  challeng- 
es, intergrades  with  Mallard,  and  observer  apa- 
thy. Beyond  the  core  se.  Arizona  range,  up  to  2 


were  seen  again  intermittently  at  Lake  Havasu 
6 Aug- 19  Sep  (DVR  LHa).  A Canvasback  above 
Granite  Reef  Dam  15-25  Sep  (TD)  was  said 
to  have  summered.  At  Lake  Havasu,  13  Can- 
vasbacks  arrived  on  the  early  side  26  Oct  (O. 
Johnson).  Also  at  Lake  Havasu,  125  Redheads 
2 Oct  (LHa)  was  a large  number  for  early  Oct, 
though  numbers  swelled  to  a new  Regional 
high  count  of  600  there  16  Nov  (LHa).  A male 
Ring-necked  Duck  was  early  at  Lake  Havasu  19 
Aug  (DVP),  as  was  a female  8 Sep  (LHa,  DVP). 
By  22  Sep,  8 were  present  and  “early”  (LHa). 
The  first  Greater  Scaup  of  the  season  on  n. 
Lake  Havasu  was  spotted  20  Oct  (LHa),  with 
the  number  rising  to  15  by  late  Nov  (LHa).  At 
their  B.WD.  concentration  point,  4 were  pres- 
ent by  26  Oct,  with  numbers  rising  steadily 
after  that  to  a season  high  of  285  on  23  Nov 
(DVP,  LHa).  The  only  Greater  Scaup  reported 
away  from  the  L.C.R.V  was  at  Gila  Farms 
Pond  23  Nov  (C.  Babbitt).  A Lesser  Scaup  at 
n.  Lake  Havasu  8 Sep  (DVP,  LHa)  was  early  or 
summering.  It  was  a busy  fall  for  Surf  Scoters, 
beginning  with  8 at  Willcox  on  the  early  date 
of  8-10  Oct  (DS,  MMS,  MP,  ph.  ACo)  and  3 
at  Benson  S.T.E  9 Oct  (G.  Graves).  The  oth- 
ers, on  more  typical  dates,  were  singles  at  Glen 
Canyon  26-27  Oct  (ph.  G.  Nealon),  B.WD.  26 
Oct-7  Nov  (A.  Searcy,  LHa),  Amado  S.T.P  30 
Oct-8  Nov  (E  Heath,  ph.  J.  Barr),  Watson  Lake 
31  Oct-2  Nov  (DM,  ph.  B.  Patrick),  with  2 at 
Imperial  Dam  5 Nov  (PEL),  up  to  6 at  B.WD.  8 
Nov-i-  (DVP,  LHa),  and  up  to  2 at  S.WE  11-26 
Nov  (ph.  SHo,  J.  Coons).  These  25  represent  a 
well-above -average  fall  total.  The  first  White- 
vhnged  Scoter  arrived  at  B.WD.  13  Nov  (LHa, 
ph.  DVP),  was  joined  by  another  16  Nov  (LHa; 
ph.  DVP),  and  by  a third  30  Nov  (LHa,  DVP). 
Black  Scoters,  well  less  than  annual  in  the  past, 
were  more  numerous  than  usual,  with  an  ad. 
female  at  Scott  Reservoir,  Lakeside  17-19  Oct 
(ph.  EH)  providing  a probable  first  Navajo 
record,  an  imm.  male  at  Parker  Dam  26  Oct 
(A.  Searcy  et  al;  ph  MMS,  DVP),  and  one  at 
Thompson  Bay,  Lake  Havasu  27  Nov-t  (ph., 
tLHa,  tDVP).  A Long-tailed  Duck  was  early  at 
Benson  S.T.P.  30  Oct-13  Nov  (SH;  ph.  AR);  the 
only  other  report  was  of  one  in  Glen  Canyon  3 
Nov  (T.  Blows),  where  singles  are  fairly  regu- 
lar in  fall  and  winter.  A Barrow’s  Goldeneye 
had  arrived  at  Glen  Canyon  Dam  by  26  Oct 
(G.  Nealon),  and  the  arrival  date  at  B.WD.  was 
12  Nov,  with  a peak  count  there  of  22  on  23 
Nov  (LHa,  DVP).  Red-breasted  Merganser  is 
a rare  transient  away  from  the  L.C.R.V  Their 
above-average  shovHng  this  season  comprised 
4 at  Watson  Lake  5 Nov  (SBu),  one  at  G.R.E 
8 Nov  (TD),  7 at  Willcox  12  Nov  (ph.  CLu), 
23  at  Lake  Pleasant  16  Nov  (TD),  5 at  Willow 
Lake  16  Nov  (DM),  9 at  Roper  Lake  17  Nov 
QCo),  one  at  Flagstaff  22  Nov  Q.  Logan),  and 


one  at  Gila  Farms  pond  23  Nov  (C.  Babbitt).  In 
the  L.C.R.V,  the  peak  count  was  61  at  n.  Lake 
Havasu  16  Nov  (LHa). 

Red-throated  Loons  have  gone  from  being 
few  and  far  between  in  Arizona  to  being  annual 
in  recent  years,  primarily  at  Lake  Havasu.  One 
was  at  B.WD.  8-13  Nov  (ph.,  tDVP,  tLHa), 
and  another  was  at  Thompson  Bay,  Lake 
Havasu  City  27  Nov+  (ph.,  tLHa,  tDVP).  Pa- 
cific Loon  is  quite  rare  away  from  the  L.C.R.V, 
and  one  found  at  Black  Canyon  Lake  13  Oct 
(ph.  G.  Karre,  W Manske)  was  likely  a first  for 
Navajo.  Common  Loons  put  in  an  above-aver- 
age showing,  with  1 1 reported  away  from  the 
L.C.R.V  18  Oct-27  Nov  and  a peak  count  at  n. 
Lake  Havasu  of  59  on  6 Nov  (DVP,  LHa).  Least 
Grebe  reports  declined  at  their  only  estab- 
lished location,  Pena  Blanca  Lake,  with  an  ad. 
and  juv.  noted  22-23  Oct  (ph.  C.  van  Cleve) 
but  none  found  after  27  Oct  (m.ob.).  Horned 
Grebes  arrived  early  at  Lake  Havasu,  with  2 at 
Lake  Havasu  S.E  20  Sep  (ph.  DS),  one  at  Pintail 
Slough,  Havasu  N.WR.  6 Oct  (LHa),  and  3 at 
n.  Lake  Havasu  8 Oct  (LHa).  The  peak  counts 
were  10  at  n.  Lake  Havasu  12  Nov  (LHa)  and 
6 at  B.WD.  27  Nov  (LHa,  DVP),  good  totals 
for  fall.  More  than  usual  were  found  away  from 
the  L.C.R.V,  with  18  reported  statewide  30 
Oct-29  Nov.  Outstanding  was  a Blue-footed 
Booby  seen  on  both  sides  of  the  state  line  at 
Virgin  Basin,  Lake  Mead  21  Aug  Q.  Nelson,  ph. 
B.  Wuerker).  Neotropic  Cormorants  continued 
to  pioneer  more  locations  statewide.  Of  most 
note  were  2 at  Concho  Lake,  Apache  24  Aug 
(ph.  EH),  one  at  Lake  Montezuma  28  Aug  (C. 
Fultz),  one  at  Kaibab  Lake  30  Aug  OWe),  3 at 
Flagstaff  15-29  Sep  (Z.  Zdinak;  ph.  JWl),  one 
at  S.WE  2 Oct  (ph.  SHo),  one  at  Yuma  3-8  Nov 
(HD),  and  one  at  Concho  Lake  29  Nov  (EH). 

Post-breeding  wandering  waders  from  Mex- 
ico included  an  ad.  Tricolored  Heron  at  G.R.E 
31  Jul-8  Aug  (TD,  ph.  J.  Kopitzke),  a Reddish 
Egret  at  Glendale  2-8  Sep  (ph.  L.  Story)  wear- 
ing a band  that  had  been  applied  at  Bahia  Kino, 
Sonora  11  Jun  2012,  another  Reddish  along 
the  state  line  at  Palo  Verde  Ecological  Preserve, 
La  Paz  9-24  Oct  (R.  Aracil),  a Roseate  Spoon- 
bill at  G.R.E  18  Aug-9  Oct  (MH),  and  another 
spoonbill  in  the  Santa  Cruz  Flats  22-23  Aug 
(ph.  C.  Cochran).  A White-tailed  Kite  was  n.  to 
Dewey  28  Octr-  (M.  Riegner,  J.  Alston,  ph.  M. 
Nicosia).  The  Mississippi  Kites  n.  to  Flagstaff 
in  summer  were  last  seen  12  Aug  (m.ob.).  Red- 
shouldered Hawks  were  more  numerous  than 
usual,  primarily  in  w.  Arizona.  One,  presum- 
ably continuing,  was  reported  at  Hassayampa 
River  Preserve  9-15  Sep  (C.  Kondrat-Smith),  a 
juv.  was  at  Pintail  Slough  6 Oct  (LHa),  one  was 
at  n.  Lake  Havasu  24-29  Oct  (DVP,  ph.  LHa), 
a juv.  was  at  Tres  Rios,  Phoenix  25  Oct+  (ph. 
TD),  an  imm.  was  at  Wellton  6-22  Nov  (ph. 
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Up  to  five  Upland  Sandpipers  were  found  in  fields  in  San  Simon  during  a 
one-week  period,  12-18  (here  14)  August  2012;  there  had  been  only  seven 
previously  accepted  Arizona  records.  Photogmph  by  Arlene  Ripley. 


PEL),  and  one  was  at  Betty’s  Kitchen,  Mittry 
Lake  22  Nov  (PEL).  Broad-winged  Elawk  is  a 
casual  fall  migrant  away  from  Grand  Canyon 
N.P.  There  was  no  official  hawkwatch  at  the 
Grand  Canyon  this  fall,  and  the  only  Broad- 
winged Hawks  reported  were  singles  at  Au- 
brey Cliffs  14  Sep  Q.  Alsadi),  San  Bernardino 
N.WR.  24  Sep  (+REW),  and  Yaki  Point,  Grand 
Canyon  N.P  29  Sep  QWl  et  al).  Short-tailed 
Hawk  remains  a very  rare  summer  resident 
in  Sky  Island  mountain  ranges  in  se.  Arizona 
and  is  seldom  detected  in  other  situations.  One 
seen  around  Mount  Lemmon  all  summer  con- 
tinued through  25  Aug  (m.ob.),  and  one  near 
Barfoot  Park,  Chiricahua  Mountains  continued 
through  23  Aug  (m.ob.).  Also  in  the  Chirica- 
hua Mountains,  one  was  away  from  Barfoot 
Park  near  the  w.  base  of  Johnson  Peak  6 Aug 
(CLu).  Quite  unusual  was  a migrant  in  the  low- 
lands along  the  Santa  Cruz  River  at  Tumacacori 
28  Sep  (ph.  DS). 

Nearly  annual  in  s.  Arizona  in  recent  years, 
an  imm.  Purple  Gallinule  was  at  G.W.R.  25-30 
Aug  (ph.  H.  C.  Taylor).  Sandhill  Cranes  ar- 
rived in  wintering  areas  on  the  early  side,  with 
a family  group  at  Whitewater  16  Sep  (T.  Wood) 
and  65  at  Cibola  N.WR.  29  Sep  (DVP).  The 
only  Black-bellied  Plovers  reported  were  one 
at  Willcox  5-7  Aug  (ph.  RT)  and  2 there  22 
Sep  (RT).  Similarly,  the  only  Snowy  Plovers 
were  singles  at  Willow  Lake  22  Aug  (DM)  and 
G.R.P  15-16  Sep  (MH).  Late  Semipalmated 
Plovers  were  at  Wellton  22  Nov  (PEL)  and 
Dome  Valley  24  Nov  (PEL).  The  only  reports 
of  Mountain  Plover  were  one  at  Arlington  12 
Aug  (MH)  and  5 in  the  Santa  Cruz  Flats  6 
Oct  (G.  Graves).  The  Solitary  Sandpiper  that 
wintered  at  Tucson  last  year  returned  29  Oct-r 
(ph.  M.  Skinner);  last  year  it  provided  the  first 
Arizona  winter  record.  Upland  Sandpiper 
had  been  an  extreme  rarity  in  the  state  until 
very  recently,  with  singles  found  in  fall  2007, 
2010,  and  2011.  This  season,  the  discovery  of 


2 at  an  alfalfa  farm  near  San  Simon 
12  Aug  (tREW)  led  to  the  discovery 
of  up  to  5 there  12-19  Aug  (ph.  AR, 

ACo).  A Whimbrel  was  casual  at  Will- 
cox 16-29  Sep  (ML;  ph.  LH),  as  was 
a Ruddy  Turnstone  there  11-29  Sep 
(B.  Jones;  ph.  AR,  ML).  Among  the 
less  commonly  occurring  shorebirds, 
a flock  of  10  Sanderlings  at  Willcox 
16-17  Sep  (ph.  ML)  was  unusually 
large  for  Arizona,  9 Semipalmated 
Sandpipers  were  reported  16  Aug-24 
Sep,  with  7 of  those  at  Willcox,  and, 
perhaps  more  numerous  than  usual, 

24  Dunlins  were  reported  1 Sep-24 
Nov.  A “wheeling  flock  of  about  500” 
Red-necked  Phalaropes  at  B.WD.  2 
Oct  (LHa)  was  a large  number  for  Oct 
there.  In  se.  Arizona,  late  Red-neckeds 
were  at  Benson  S.T.R  12  Oct  (P.  Salo- 
mon et  al.)  and  Amado  S.T.R  10  Nov 
(P  Collins). 

Highlights  among  14  Sabine’s  Gulls  reported 

3 Sep-10  Oct  were  an  ad.  at  Amado  S.T.R  7-9 
Sep  (R  Salomon  et  al,  ph.  LH)  and  another  ad. 
among  3 juvs.  at  n.  Lake  Havasu  18  Sep  (DVP). 
A Heermann’s  Gull  at  Lake  Havasu  City  9 Nov 
(ph.  DVP,  LHa)  may  have  been  the  same  bird 
subsequently  present  at  B.WD.  12-13  Nov  (ph. 
LHa,  DVP);  this  causal  visitor  from  the  Gulf  of 
California  rarely  stays  longer  than  one  day  at 
any  location  in  Arizona.  Outstanding  was  an 
ad.  Mew  Gull  at  Pima,  Graham  19  Nov  (ph. 
JCo)  providing  only  the  second  record  for  se. 
Arizona.  Rare  away  from  the  Colorado  River, 
single  Herring  Gulls  were  at  G.R.P.  16  Sep  (ph. 
MH),  Willcox  23  Sep  (ph.  J.  &J.  Ulreich),  Tuc- 
son 13-15  Nov  (MMS,  MR  ph.  J.  Medina),  and 
Palo  Verde,  Maricopa  22-23  Nov  (MH).  In  the 
L.C.R.V,  the  first  Herring  Gull  of  the  season 
was  a juv.  at  n.  Lake  Havasu  13-14  Oct  (LHa), 
an  early  date.  Even  more  outstanding  was  a 
juv.  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  at  Rotary  Park, 

Lake  Havasu  City  26  Nov  (ph,  JWe)  fol- 
lowed by  another  at  B.WD.  30  Nov+ 
(ph.,  tLHa,  ph.  DVP);  the  details  of 
primary  molt  suggested  these  were  dif- 
ferent birds.  There  were  only  two  prior 
records  for  Arizona,  from  Palo  Verde  in 
late  2006  and  Katherine  Landing  in  ear- 
ly 2008.  A Pomarine  Jaeger  sped  past 
Amado  S.T.R  10  Nov  (B.  Walsh,  ph.  D. 
Dione);  there  is  only  one  prior  record 
for  se.  Arizona,  an  unusual  spring  sight 
record.  The  only  other  jaeger  this  sea- 
son was  a Parasitic  at  n.  Lake  Havasu 
2-3  Sep  (ph,,  tDVP,  ph.,  tLHa).  The 
relative  paucity  of  jaeger  reports  this 
fall  was  attributed  to  low  productivity 
in  the  Arctic. 

After  a recent  relative  decrease  in 


reports  of  Ruddy  Ground-Doves,  there  were 
multiple  reports  again  this  fall.  Most  were  from 
se.  and  sw.  Arizona,  but  the  first  was  the  excep- 
tion, one  at  G.WR.  21  Oct  (ph.  G.  Karre,  B. 
Howe).  The  others  comprised  one  at  Hidden 
Shores  near  Imperial  Dam  5-6  Nov  (PEL),  one 
at  Dateland  6 Nov  (PEL),  4 nw.  of  Tacna  23 
Nov  (PEL),  one  at  Benson  S.T.R  30  Nov  (SH), 

2 at  Ratagonia  Lake  S.R  30  Nov+  (B.  Rollock), 
and  2 at  Whitewater  30  Nov+  (ph.  RT).  A 
Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  lingered  along  the  Santa 
Cruz  River  at  Carmen  6-13  Oct  (R  Baum,  L. 
Norris).  The  only  Groove-billed  Ani  reported 
was  a crowd-pleasing  casual  visitor  at  Sweet- 
water 19-26  Nov  (ph.  M.  Skinner;  ph.  ACo). 

A Long-eared  Owl  was  found  11  Nov  along 
Manzanita  Creek,  Yavapai  (M.  Reigner),  where 
seldom  reported.  There  are  very  few  records  of 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  in  the  LC.R.V,  so  one 
along  the  river  at  Kohen  Ranch,  Bill  Williams 
River  N.WR.  28  Nov  (ph.  EH)  was  remarkable. 

A Magnificent  Hummingbird  was  n.  to  Flag- 
staff 16  Sep  (D.  Herron).  The  unprecedented 
spring  and  summer  influx  of  multiple  Plain- 
capped  Starthroats  continued  into  fall.  The 
bird  present  since  May  in  lower  Ash  Canyon 
continued  intermittently  through  19  Aug  (K. 
LeMay,  RBe);  the  bird  in  Montosa  Canyon, 
Santa  Rita  Mountains  was  reported  through  15 
Aug  (m.ob.);  and  a bird  seen  intermittently  at 
Ash  Canyon  B&B  10  Aug-4  Oct  (M.  J.  Balla- 
tor;  ph.  R.  Able,  L.  Manowitz)  was  thought  to 
be  the  same  as  the  bird  in  lower  Ash  Canyon.  1 
Perhaps  the  same  bird  was  also  the  one  seen  in 
lower  Carr  Canyon  17  & 24  Aug  (R  Brodkin). 
An  ad.  male  Blue-throated  Hummingbird  was 
far  n.  to  Sedona  2 Oct  (ph.  N.  Armstrong;  R. 
Armstrong);  they  very  seldom  stray  n.  of  the 
Santa  Catalina  Mountains.  Multiple  Lucifer 


This  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  was  discovered  30  November  2012  at 
Rotary  Park,  Lake  Havasu  City,  providing  only  a third  Arizona  record. 
Photograph  by  David  Vander  Pluym. 
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Hummingbirds  were  seen  at  feeders  in  Por- 
tal (6)  and  on  the  e.  flanks  of  the  Huachuca 
Mountains  (15)  during  the  season,  a positive 
sign  in  the  aftermath  of  recent  wildfires.  Most 
observers  see  them  at  Ash  Canyon  B&B,  where 
they  were  absent  from  Apr  until  9 Aug,  but  re- 
turned 10  Aug-1  Oct,  with  a peak  count  there 
of  8 (M.  J.  Ballator).  Elsewhere,  one  was  at  the 
Kubo  in  Madera  Canyon  8 Sep  (ph.  LHa).  A 
Rufous  Hummingbird  set  up  to  winter  at  Dra- 
goon Mountain  Ranch  28  Oct+  (ph.  AR),  and 
a late  transient  was  at  Patagonia  5 Nov  (SH). 
Just  5 Allen’s  Hummingbirds  were  reported  19 
Aug-8  Sep;  the  only  one  away  from  se.  was  an 
ad.  male  seen  near  Signal  Peak,  Pinal  Moun- 
tains 19  Aug  (D.  & N.  Pearson).  A Broad-billed 
Hummingbird  was  n.  to  Phoenix  12  Nov  (M. 
Hoffman).  Though  the  species  is  spreading  in 
that  direction,  this  was  the  only  dispersing  in- 
dividual reported  this  fall.  Away  from  known 
nesting  areas,  Violet-crowned  Hummingbirds 
were  found  in  the  Santa  Cruz  River  valley,  with 
one  at  Tumacacori  N.H.P.  7 Aug  (B.  Walsh, 
L.  Norris),  2 along  the  river  near  Carmen  18 
Sep  (DS  et  al),  one  in  that  same  area  7 Oct 
(CLu),  and  one  in  Green  Valley  19-21  Oct  (C. 
& J.  Trible).  Another  species  to  watch  in  the 
aftermath  of  the  recent  wildfires  is  White-eared 
Hummingbird.  The  only  report  from  typi- 
cal areas  was  of  one  continuing  at  Beatty’s  in 
Miller  Canyon  through  16  Aug  (T.  Beatty).  An 
ad.  male  was  n.  to  feeders  at  Summerhaven, 
Santa  Catalina  Mountains  19-20  Aug  (ph.  M. 
Herde).  The  only  other  recent  record  from  the 
Catalinas  was  in  jun  2010. 

A male  Elegant  Trogon  returned  to  Pata- 
gonia Lake  to  winter,  first  reported  22  Nov+ 
(m.ob.).  The  only  Green  Kingfisher  reported 
was  at  Slaughter  Ranch  10  Aug  (RWe).  Though 
these  diminutive  kingfishers  nested  along  the 
San  Pedro  River  in  the  1990s,  they  are  now 
rare  visitors  to  the  state,  a change  related  to 
drought.  Lewis’s  Woodpeckers  moved  in  only 
small  numbers  to  s.  Arizona  this  fall.  More 
Acorn  Woodpeckers  were  found  out  of  habi- 
tat than  is  usual.  Singles  were  at  Sentinel  Peak, 
Tucson  14  Sep  0-  Higgins),  Sweetwater  29  Sep 
(B.  Nicholas),  McDowell  Sonoran  Preserve, 
Scottsdale  31  Oct  (M.  Jensen),  and  Daley  Park, 
Tempe  23  Nov  (M.  Scott).  At  the  Arizona  State 
University  campus  in  Tempe,  at  least  3 contin- 
ued 23  Nov  (M.  Scott).  The  only  Williamson’s 
Sapsucker  found  in  the  lowlands  was  at  Phoe- 
nix 20  Nov  (D.  Chorlton,  fide  J.  Witzeman). 
Eight  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  were  found  in 
s.  Arizona  15  Oct-28  Nov,  all  transients.  Red- 
breasted Sapsuckers  were  more  numerous  than 
usual,  with  singles  at  Pintail  Slough  3-6  Oct  (G. 
Graves;  ph.  LHa),  Hualapai  Mountain  Park  28 
Oct  (CST  et  al).  Willow  Canyon,  Santa  Cata- 
lina Mountains  30  Oct  (MMS),  Quigley  WA. 
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22  Sep  (E.  Copper),  and  Madera  Canyon,  Pima 
19  Nov+  (M.  Anderson;  ph.  LH),  the  latter  a 
returning  bird.  Wandering  to  the  lowlands,  a 
Downy  Woodpecker  was  at  Lonely  Dell  Ranch, 
Glen  Canyon  N.R.A.  3 Oct  (DS),  and  a Hairy 
Woodpecker  was  at  Agua  Fria  N.M.  22  Sep 
(fide  T.  Corman);  these  species  are  quite  rare 
away  from  high-elevation  nesting  areas  in  the 
state.  A Gilded  Flicker  at  n.  Lake  Havasu  26 
Oct  (ph.  DVP)  was  of  interest,  as  this  species 
has  declined  greatly  in  the  L.C.R.V;  it  was  like- 
ly a wandering  individual,  as  it  was  away  from 
suitable  nesting  habitat.  A Merlin  was  quite 
early  at  San  Simon  23  Aug  (ph.  REW). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  LONGSPURS 

Greater  Pewees  found  at  two  different  locations 
in  Madera  Canyon  13  Nov  (LH)  were  at  unusu- 
ally high  elevations  for  this  late  in  the  season, 
when  most  of  the  few  Greater  Pewee  reports 
come  from  riparian  areas  at  lower  elevations. 
No  fewer  than  18  Eastern  Phoebes  were  found 
statewide  25  Aug-25  Nov  (m.ob.);  although 
Eastern  Phoebe  is  a rare  but  regular  fall  and 
winter  visitor  in  Arizona,  numbers  in  tbe  state 
this  season  were  higher  than  usual.  Incredibly, 
the  Nutting’s  Flycatcher  that  wintered  along 
the  Bill  Williams  River  last  winter  was  relocat- 
ed at  the  same  location  along  the  river  30  Nov+ 
(tLHa);  this  represents  only  a fourth  Arizona 
record  and  the  first  to  be  found  in  consecu- 
tive winters  at  the  same  location.  Two  Brown- 
crested  Flycatchers  at  Carmen  along  the  Santa 
Cruz  River  26  Sep  and  another  at  Tumacacori 
28  Sep  (ph.  DS)  were  considered  very  late  for 
se.  Arizona;  this  species  is  typically  difficult  to 
find  after  late  Aug  in  the  state.  Quite  unusual 
was  a Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher  found  eating 
blackberries  near  Pine,  Gila  11  Aug  (B.  Ison); 
this  species  is  only  a casual  summer  visitor  to 
creeks  and  rivers  draining  the  Mogollon  Rim 
in  cen.  Arizona.  It  has  been  well  established 
that  Tropical  Kingbirds  have  become  regular 
in  the  Santa  Cruz  River  Valley,  but 
an  informal  census  in  the  Santa  Cruz 
Flats  2-12  Aug  (DS,  GHR)  turned  up 
no  fewer  than  10  pairs  (along  with  at 
least  22  dependent  young),  suggesting 
that  this  area  is  likely  a stronghold  for 
this  species  in  Arizona.  A Thick-billed 
Kingbird  along  Harshaw  Creek  near 
Patagonia  21  Sep  (D.  Dunford,  R Sa- 
lomon) was  very  late  but  at  a location 
where  this  species  occasionally  breeds. 

Another  was  w.  to  Betty’s  Kitchen,  n.  of 
Yuma  8 Nov+  (L.  D.  Smith,  Jide  HD); 
this  species  is  casual  in  the  state  dur- 
ing winter,  although  one  individual 
was  shown  to  return  to  a Yuma  neigh- 
borhood for  at  least  nine  consecutive 
winters.  The  only  Eastern  Kingbird  re- 


port from  the  fall  was  of  one  at  Sweetwater  18 
Aug  Q.  Bock).  Likewise,  only  one  Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher  was  reported,  an  individual  near  El- 
gin 9-18  Aug  (R.  Van  Buskirk,  J.  Ruth;  ph.  AS); 
both  these  Tyranms  species  are  casual  to  rare 
early  fall  visitors  to  the  state. 

A White-eyed  Vireo  was  present  at  Madera 
Canyon  1-18  Aug  (tE.  Dunn;  ph.  LH);  pre- 
viously thought  to  be  casual  in  the  state,  this 
species  has  recently  become  annual  in  small 
numbers.  Fall  migrant  reports  of  Gray  Vireo 
continue  to  be  few  and  far  apart.  This  fall,  one 
was  found  along  Ruby  Rd.,  Santa  Cruz  19  Aug 
(LH),  and  another  amazingly  in  a Tucson  yard 
12  Sep  (ph.  DS).  A very  late  Warbling  Vireo 
was  along  the  San  Pedro  River  near  Charles- 
ton 12  Nov  (ph.  CLu).  A Philadelphia  Vireo 
at  Pena  Blanca  Lake  20-25  Oct  (ph.  ML;  ph. 
AC,  AS)  represents  the  first  documented  report 
of  this  species  in  Arizona  since  1999;  there 
have  been  fewer  than  twenty  total  records  for 
the  state,  most  from  the  month  of  Oct  in  the 
1970s  and  1980s.  Red-eyed  Vireo  continues  to 
be  a casual  migrant  during  fall;  this  year,  we 
received  reports  of  singles  at  Madera  Canyon 
10-12  Aug  (tLH),  Whitewater  14  Aug  (RBe), 
Florida  Canyon  15  Aug  (E.  Dunn),  and  Watson 
Woods  10  Oct  (tDM);  this  species  remains  on 
the  review  list  of  the  A.B.C. 

Steller’s  Jay  made  a mini-invasion  into  low 
elevations  in  s.  Arizona  during  the  first  couple 
of  weeks  of  Oct,  when  several  reports  were  re- 
ceived, but  was  not  reported  thereafter.  A simi- 
lar mini-invasion  occurred  for  Western  Scrub- 
Jay  with  scattered  lowland  s.  Arizona  sightings 
beginning  in  late  Aug,  but  as  with  Steller’s  Jay, 
we  received  no  additional  reports  after  mid- 
Oct.  Single  Clark’s  Nutcrackers  were  reported 
from  Rose  Canyon  in  the  Santa  Catalina  Moun- 
tains 10  Oct  (E.  Dunn)  and  from  Black  Canyon 
Lake,  Navajo  15  Oct  (EH);  both  locations  are 
well  away  from  known  breeding  areas  in  the 
state.  Tree  Swallows  lingered  into  mid-Nov  at 


This  Common  Grackle  was  photographed  in  a Flagstaff  yard  9 November 
2012.  There  are  only  about  20  previous  records  for  Arizona,  but  this  species 
is  expanding  its  range  throughout  the  West,  so  we  are  likely  to  see  more  in 
the  future.  Photograph  by  Diane  Poleyguiva. 
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a number  of  locations  in  s.  Arizona,  when  they 
are  casual;  this  species  is  more  regular  along 
the  lower  Colorado  River  during  the  late  fall 
and  winter,  but  a count  of  800  at  Lake  Havasu 
12  Nov  (LHa,  DVP)  was  higher  than  usual 
for  Nov.  A single  Violet-green  Swallow  at  the 
B.WD.  12  Nov  (LHa,  DVP)  was  considered 
casual  at  that  date.  A single  Bank  Swallow  at 
Benson  31  Oct  (ML)  was  also  very  late.  Un- 
usual nesting  occurrences  of  Barn  Swallow  in- 
cluded a pair  with  nestlings  at  Tempe  5 Aug 
(D.  Pearson),  where  it  is  considered  casual  in 
summer,  and  at  Tucson  on  the  late  date  of  27 
Sep  (M.  Klinkel).  Late  fall  Barn  Swallow  sight- 
ings in  the  state  included  2 at  Benson  1-1 1 Nov 
Q.  Hand),  3 at  Kennedy  Park,  Tucson  10  Nov 
(MMS,  MP),  and  3 at  Gila  Bend  23  Nov  (PEL). 

Red-breasted  Nuthatches  were  clearly  on 
the  move  this  fall,  with  a relatively  major  in- 
cursion into  the  lowlands  of  s.  Arizona,  with 
no  fewer  than  30  reports  beginning  in  late  Aug 
and  extending  through  Nov.  This  invasion  was 
part  of  a more  extensive  movement  of  this  spe- 
cies all  across  North  America.  About  10  dif- 
ferent reports  were  received  for  Pacific  Wren 
across  Arizona,  which  is  about  average  for  a 
single  fall.  More  interesting  were  eight  reports 
of  Winter  Wren,  including  one  at  Butte  Creek 
near  Prescott  23  Oct  (ph.  Z.  Smith),  one  at 
Hassayampa  River  Preserve  8 Nov-i-  (ph.,  tTD), 
one  along  Morgan  City  Wash  13  Nov  (v.r.  DM), 
one  along  the  Santa  Cruz  River  at  Tumacacori 
20  Nov-h  (ph.,  tML),  one  in  Welton  22-23 
Nov  (PEL),  one  at  G.WR.  24  Nov+  (v.r.  M. 
Weber),  one  at  Portal  26  Nov+  (ph.,  tREW), 
and  one  at  Bill  Williams  River  N.WR.  30  Nov 
(ph.,  tLHa);  since  this  taxon  was  elevated  to 
full  species,  occurrence  in  Arizona  (based  on 
documented  individuals)  has  been  irregular, 
with  numerous  reports  one  winter  but  few  the 
next.  It  is  clear  that  more  data  are  needed  to 
fully  understand  the  status  and  distribution 
of  Winter  Wren  in  Arizona.  Very  early  Marsh 
Wrens  were  reported  from  Willcox  4 Aug  (M. 
McNally)  and  from  Patagonia  Lake  24  Aug 
(REW);  this  species  is  considered  casual  in  s. 
Arizona  before  Sep.  Small  numbers  of  Golden- 
crowned  Kinglets  were  detected  at  numerous 
locations  across  s.  Arizona  beginning  in  late 
Oct  and  continuing  through  Nov;  although  it 
is  a regular  breeding  species  in  high-elevation 
forests  (above  ca.  2700  m)  across  the  state,  it  is 
also  an  irregular  fall  and  winter  visitor  to  lower 
elevations,  with  the  origin  of  these  individuals 
poorly  understood. 

It  was  an  excellent  fall  for  Rufous-backed 
Robin  in  s.  Arizona,  with  7 found:  at  B.T.A.  7-8 
Oct  (P  Wolterbeek;  ph.  S.  Christopher),  in  a 
Hereford  yard  10-13  Oct  (K.  LeMay,  ph.  RBe), 
at  Dos  Cabezas,  Cochise  2 Nov  Q.  Samuelson), 
at  Sahuarita  8 Nov  (ph.  M Ballard),  in  a Hid- 


den Valley,  Pinal  yard  22  Nov+,  with  a second 
individual  there  29  Nov-i-  (ph.  N.  Lange),  and 
in  Sabino  Canyon  27  Nov+  (M.  Blaski,  P Negri, 
J.  Hengesbaugh;  ph.  W.  Russell);  this  species 
is  a rare  but  regular  late  fall  and  winter  visitor 
in  se.  Arizona.  Six  Varied  Thrushes  found  in 
Oct-Nov  was  about  average  for  a single  fall. 
The  only  Brown  Thrasher  of  the  fall  was  a bird 
in  Portal  10  Oct  (M.  Decker).  A Crissal  Thrash- 
er along  the  Comfort  Spring  Trail,  Huachuca 
Mountains  20  Aug  QWl)  was  at  an  unusually 
high  elevation  (2200  m)  for  this  species  in  s. 
Arizona.  American  Pipits  typically  do  not  ar- 
rive in  se.  Arizona  until  the  last  week  of  Sep, 
so  singles  at  Green  Valley  18  Sep  (LH)  and  on 
Mount  Lemmon  21  Sep  (CLu)  were  considered 
slightly  early  for  this  part  of  the  state. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Louisiana  Waterthrushes  were  found  at  Cali- 
fornia Gulch  19  Aug  (ph.  LH),  along  Sonoita 
Creek  below  Patagonia  25  Aug  (DS  et  al),  and 
along  the  Santa  Cruz  River  near  Carmen  18 
Sep-11  Oct  (DS;  ph.  ML);  this  species  is  a late 
summer  migrant  and  rare  but  regular  fall  and 
winter  visitor  to  small  streams  in  s.  Arizona. 
Northern  Waterthrush  is  a rare  but  regular  mi- 
grant anywhere  in  the  state  late  Aug-Sep;  one 
at  Watson  Woods  near  Prescott  3-4  Oct  (ph.  B. 
Patrick)  was  getting  late  for  this  far  n.  in  the 
state;  15  were  reported  during  the  usual  migra- 
tion period.  No  fewer  than  16  Black-and-white 
Warblers  were  reported,  a higher-than-usual 
seasonal  tally.  Prothonotary  Warblers  were 
found  at  G.WR.  2 Sep  (ph.  J.  Plant),  in  lower 
Carr  Canyon  22  Sep  (H.  Brodkin),  at  the  n.  end 
of  Lake  Havasu  1-3  Oct  (LHa;  ph.  JWe),  and 
along  the  Santa  Cruz  River  near  Carmen  7-12 
Oct  0-  Saba;  ph.  G.  Graves);  this  species  is  now 
considered  rare  but  regular  in  very  small  num- 
bers anywhere  in  the  state.  More  casual  in  the 
state,  Tennessee  Warblers  were  reported  from 
Tucson  22  Oct  (ph.  K.  Brown)  and  from  Tolle- 
son  12  Nov  (ph.  W Grossi).  A Lucy’s  Warbler 
at  Holbrook  18  Aug  (EH)  was  well  away  from 
known  breeding  areas  in  the  state;  the  species 
is  considered  casual  as  a migrant  in  ne.  Ari- 
zona. Eleven  American  Redstarts  and  5 North- 
ern Parulas  were  reported,  about  average  for  a 
fall  migration.  Single  Chestnut-sided  Warblers 
were  found  at  G.WR.  24  Oct-2  Nov  (S.  Gan- 
ley;  ph.  S.  Hosmer),  in  Lake  Havasu  City  20 
Nov-t  (LHa;  ph.  DVP),  in  Prescott  Valley  20 
Nov  (DM),  and  at  Roger  Road  S.T.P.,  Tucson  21 
Nov+  (WR;  ph.  AC);  this  species  is  regular  as  a 
very  late  fall  and  winter  visitor.  The  only  Black- 
poll  Warbler  of  the  fall  was  one  at  the  n.  end  of 
Lake  Havasu  13  Oct  (tLHa).  Two  Palm  War- 
blers were  reported  this  fall,  one  at  San  Simon 
Cienega  10  Oct  (REW),  the  other  at  Phoenix  10 
Nov  (ph.  TD);  this  species  is  rare  but  regular 


in  the  state  and  was  recently  removed  as  a re- 
view species  by  the  A.B.C.  Casual  in  the  state, 
a Yellow-throated  Warbler  was  at  Mather  Point 
on  the  South  Rim  of  the  Grand  Canyon  on  the 
very  late  date  for  n.  Arizona  of  23  Nov-i-  (ph. 
D.  Pereksta;  ph.  JWl).  Another  excellent  find 
in  Arizona  was  a Prairie  Warbler  at  San  Simon 
Cienega  20  Oct  (ph.,  tREW);  there  have  been 
only  about  15  previous  records  for  the  state. 
A very  late  Hermit  Warbler  was  near  the  top 
of  Mount  Lemmon  18  Oct  (CLu).  A Rufous- 
capped  Warbler  was  found  at  Miller  Canyon 
14  Sep  (V  Dern)  and  photographed  there  13- 
22  Oct  (C.  Melton);  there  have  been  about  20 
previous  records  from  Arizona.  The  Rufous- 
capped  Warblers  that  have  been  present  in 
Florida  Canyon  were  reported  again  16  Nov+ 
(T.  Helentjaris;  ph.  B.  Patrick,].  Holloway). 

A Botteri’s  Sparrow  was  detected  near  Here- 
ford at  the  same  location  where  one  was  found 
last  winter  26  Nov+  (RBe);  it  is  becoming  clear 
that  this  species  likely  winters  in  se.  Arizona  in 
small  numbers,  but  they  are  silent,  secretive, 
and  seldom  detected.  No  fewer  than  7 Clay- 
colored  Sparrows  were  found  during  the  fall, 
about  average  for  a single  season;  most  were 
during  mid-Sep  and  were  likely  migrants, 
whereas  one  at  Tucson  4 Nov  (B.  Nicholas)  was 
possibly  wintering  locally.  A Savannah  Sparrow 
at  Lake  Havasu  City  14  Aug  (DVP)  was  early. 
A Baird’s  Sparrow  at  San  Bernardino  N.WR. 
29  Aug  (REW)  was  very  early  for  se.  Arizona 
and  was  likely  a migrant,  as  this  species  has 
not  been  known  to  winter  at  this  location; 
true  migrant  Baird’s  Sparrows  have  been  few 
and  far  between  in  Arizona.  The  status  of  Red 
Fox  Sparrows  in  Arizona  is  still  unclear,  so  one 
at  Portal  17  Nov  (ph.,  tRAR,  REW),  another 
there  26  Nov+  (ph.,  tREW),  and  one  along 
West  Turkey  Creek,  Chiricahua  Mountains  24 
Nov  (ph.  P.  Suchanek)  were  all  of  interest;  data 
from  recent  years  suggest  that  this  subspecies 
group  is  a rare  fall  and  winter  visitor  in  s.  Ari- 
zona; 9 other  Fox  Sparrows  were  reported.  A 
whopping  38  White-throated  Sparrows  were 
reported  during  the  fall,  twice  as  many  as  the 
high  fall  count  during  the  preceding  10  years. 
The  only  Golden-crowned  Sparrows  of  the 
season  were  one  near  Imperial  Dam  6 Nov 
(HD)  and  one  at  Bisbee  14  Nov  (D.  Danforth). 
A very  early  Gray-headed  Junco  was  at  Lake 
Havasu  City  15  Nov  (DVP).  Also  early  was  a 
Pink-sided/Oregon  Junco  on  Mount  Lemmon 
21  Sep  (CLu). 

A male  Hepatic  Tanager  at  Kachina  Wetlands 
29  Sep  (ph.  D.  Rasmussen)  was  considered  late 
for  n.  Arizona.  A late  Western  Tanager  was  at 
Hassayampa  River  Preserve  16  Nov  (TD).  No 
fewer  than  13  Rose -breasted  Grosbeaks  were 
reported  during  the  fall;  the  status  of  this  spe- 
cies has  changed  in  recent  years,  with  many 
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more  reports  from  both  spring  and  fall.  A late 
Varied  Bunting  was  reported  from  along  the 
Santa  Cruz  River  near  Carmen  7 Oct  (CLu); 
this  species  typically  departs  by  late  Sep.  In 
recent  years,  there  has  been  an  explosion  of 
fall-period  Painted  Bunting  reports,  particular- 
ly from  Aug  in  the  se.  comer  of  the  state;  this 
season,  18  were  reported,  many  of  these  from 
the  extreme  se.  portion  of  the  state.  Twelve 
Dickcissels  were  reported,  most  of  which  were 
from  the  se.  portion  of  the  state;  all  of  the  re- 
ports were  late  Aug-late  Sep,  except  for  one  at 
Hereford  7 Oct  (ph.  L.  Williams). 

Two  different  Common  Crackles  were  well 
documented  this  fall,  with  one  at  Dateland  6-8 
Nov  (ph.  PEL)  and  another  at  Flagstaff  9 Nov 
(ph.  D.  Poleyquiva);  there  are  now  ca.  20  ac- 
cepted state  records.  The  only  Orchard  Oriole 
of  the  season  was  at  B.T.A.  17-19  Nov  (CST 


Rick  Fridell 


Weather  throughout  the  Great  Basin 
was  rather  unremarkable,  as  condi- 
tions remained  relatively  dry  and 
warm  through  much  of  the  fall  season.  There 
were  several  remarkable  sightings  this  season 
led  by  Nevada’s  first  Rufous-backed  Robin, 
documented  at  a desert  oasis  in  November.  Ne- 
vada turned  up  several  second  state  records  in- 
cluding Blue-footed  Booby,  Neotropic  Cormo- 
rant, Great  Crested  Flycatcher,  and  Louisiana 
Waterthrush.  Additional  Nevada  highlights  in- 
cluded a female  Harlequin  Duck  and  two  Pur- 
ple Finches  at  Pyramid  Lake.  Utah’s  first  Tropi- 
cal Kingbird  was  a one-day  wonder  along  the 
Provo  Airport  Dike  adjacent  to  Utah  Lake.  By 
late  fall,  an  unprecedented  winter  invasion  of 
Common  Redpolls  into  northern  Utah  was  un- 
derway, vAth  numerous  individuals  observed 
at  feeding  stations.  Additional  Utah  highlights 


et  al.;  ph.  R.  Ditch,  E Baum);  this  species  has 
been  proven  to  be  a rare  but  regular  fall  and 
winter  visitor  in  the  state  and  was  recently  re- 
moved from  the  A.B.C.  review  list.  A Bullock’s 
Oriole  was  in  Sabino  Canyon  on  the  late  date 
of  22  Oct  (MMS),  when  the  species  is  casual 
at  best  in  se.  Arizona.  Eleven  Red  Crossbills 
were  at  Parker  19  Sep  (DVP),  but  no  major  ir- 
ruption was  detected  during  the  remainder  of 
the  fall.  Pine  Siskins  were  widespread  in  the 
L.C.R.V  8 OcH  (DVP,  LHa)  but  apparently  not 
elsewhere  in  the  state.  Lawrence’s  Goldfinches 
were  widespread  in  small  numbers  across  se. 
Arizona  this  fall;  a flock  of  60  in  the  Parker 
Valley  10  Nov  (HD,  S.  Detwiler)  made  a good 
number  for  that  far  n.  in  the  L.C.R.V  It  was 
definitely  a flight  year  for  Evening  Grosbeaks 
in  s.  Arizona  (L.C.R.V  to  Portal),  with  no  fewer 
than  14  reports  received  beginning  in  mid-Oct, 


included  a lingering  Roseate  Spoonbill,  the  first 
photographically  documented  Yellow-throated 
Vireo,  and  a cooperative  Baltimore  Oriole. 

Abbreviations:  Antelope  Island  (Antelope  Is- 
land S.P.  and  Causeway,  Davis,  UT);  Corn  Cr. 
(Corn  Creek  Unit,  Desert  N.WR.,  Clark,  NV); 
Farmington  Bay  (Farmington  Bay  WM.A.,  Da- 
vis, UT);  Floyd  Lamb  (Floyd  Lamb  Park,  Las 
Vegas,  Clark,  NV);  H.B.VP.  (Henderson  Bird 
Viewing  Preserve,  Clark,  NV);  Lake  Mead 
(Lake  Mead  N.R.A.,  Clark,  NV);  Lytle  (Lytle 
Ranch  Preserve,  Washington,  UT);  Miller’s  R.A. 
(Miller’s  Rest  Area,  Esmeralda,  NV);  Pahranagat 
(Pahranagat  N.W.R.,  Lincoln,  NV);  Quail  Creek 
(Quail  Creek  State  Park,  Washington,  UT);  Red 
Hills  (Red  Hills  G.C.,  St.  George,  Washington, 
UT);  Zion  (Zion  N.P.,  Washington,  UT). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  VULTURES 

An  Eurasian  Wigeon  returned  to  Hidden  Valley, 
Reno,  Washoe,  NV  5 Nov+  (MM  et  al.).  Harle- 
quin Ducks  turned  up  at  Antelope  Island  23 
Oct-15  Nov  (TS,  ph.  PH,  ph.  RY)  and  Pyramid 
Lake  6-15  Nov  (tRSt,  DG  et  al),  the  latter  only 
the  third  documented  Harlequin  Duck  for  Ne- 
vada and  the  first  since  1992.  Surf  Scoter  ob- 
servations included  2 at  Rockport  S.P.,  Summit, 
UT  14-28  Oct  (DH  et  al),  2 at  East  Canyon 
S.P.,  Morgan,  UT  30  Oct  (BO),  a female  at  Pyra- 
mid Lake,  Washoe,  NV  30  Oct-15  Nov  (BH  et 
al),  3 at  Antelope  Island  31  Oct-15  Dec  (BO 
et  al),  and  an  imm.  at  Gunlock  S.P,  Washing- 
ton, UT  11-12  Nov  (RD  et  al).  White-vnnged 


most  of  which  involved  multiple  individuals. 

Cited  observers;  Robert  Behrstock,  Steve 
Burk,  Jeff  Coker  QCo),  Andrew  Core  (Tucson), 
Tommy  DeBardeleben,  Henry  Detwiler,  Lau- 
rens Halsey,  Lauren  Harter  (LHa),  Stuart  Healy 
Melanie  Herring,  Eric  Hough,  Sam  Hough 
(SHo),  Paul  E.  Lehman,  Michael  Lester,  Carl 
Lundblad  (CLu),  David  Moll,  David  vander 
Pluym,  Molly  Pollock,  Arlene  Ripley,  Gary  H. 
Rosenberg,  Rose  Ann  Rowlett,  Alan  Schmierer, 
Dave  Stejskal,  Mark  M.  Stevenson,  Rick  Taylor, 
Carl  S.  Tomoff,  Richard  E.  Webster,  John  West 
(JWe),  Jason  Wilder.  @ 


Mark  M.  Stevenson,  4201  East  Monte  Vista  Drive, 
#1207,  Tucson,  Arizona  85712-5554,  (drbrdr@att.net) 
Gary  H.  Rosenberg,  P.  0.  Box  91856,  Tucson, 
Arizona  85752-1856,  (ghrosenberg@comcast.net) 
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Scoters  were  found  at  Pyramid  Lake,  Washoe, 
NV  28  Oct-11  Nov  (RL,  D&RS,  JB)  and  Ante- 
lope Island  11  Nov+  (ph.  RW  et  al).  No  Black 
Scoters  were  reported.  The  only  Long-tailed 
Duck  sightings  included  2 at  Antelope  Island 
15  Nov-i-  O&KB  et  al).  Two  drake  Barrow’s 
Goldeneye  made  a rare  s.  Utah  appearance  at 
Quail  Creek  9-17  Nov  (RF  et  al). 

Pacific  Loon  observations  included  individ- 
uals at  Quail  Creek  13  Sep- 13  Oct  (RF  et  al), 
East  Canyon  S.P,  Morgan,  UT  9-21  Oct  (NJ  et 
al),  Rockport  S.P,  Summit,  UT  14  Oct  (DH), 
Topaz  Lake,  Douglas,  NV  14  Oct  (D&RS), 
Strawberry  Res.,  Wasatch,  UT  7 Nov  (BO),  and 
Lake  Mead  11-21  Nov  (AL,  RD).  Red-necked 
Grebes  were  found  at  Quail  Creek  12  Oct  (KW 


A female  Harlequin  Duck  lingered  at  Pyramid  Lake,  Washoe 
County,  Nevada  6-1 5 (here  1 5)  November  201 2,  furnishing  the 
third  verifiable  record  for  the  state.  Photograph  by  Martin  Meyers. 
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Nevada's  second  documented  Great  Crested  Flycatcher  visited 
Dyer,  Esmeralda  County  4 (here)  and  5 October  2012.  The  state's 
first  was  also  discovered  in  Esmeralda  County,  on  2 October 
2010.  Photograph  by  Rob  Dobbs. 

et  al),  Lee  Kay,  Salt  Lake,  UT  26  Oct-21  Nov 
(MP  et  al.),  and  Otter  Cr.  S.R,  Piute,  UT  13  Nov 
(ph.  RF).  A Blue-footed  Booby  was  reported 
in  a remote  area  at  Lake  Mead  21  Aug  QK,  BW 
et  al).  Neotropic  Cormorants  were  found  at 
Floyd  Lamb  26  Aug+  (ph.  AL  et  al.)  and  Ivins 
Res.,  Washington,  UT  3 Sep-4  Dec  (ph.  RF  et 
al.).  While  there  has  been  a steady  invasion 
of  Neotropic  Cormorants  into  Utah  in  recent 
years,  this  is  only  the  second  documented  in 
Nevada.  Nevada  Brown  Pelican  sightings  in- 
cluded 2 at  Lake  Mead  27  Aug+  (AL,  CT,  JBr  et 
al.)  and  one  far  n.  at  Pyramid  Lake,  Washoe  30- 
31  Oct  (BH,  DG).  A Reddish  Egret  was  a nice 
surprise  at  Lake  Powell,  Glen  Canyon  N.R.A., 
Kane,  UT  9 Sep  (ph.,  tG&JN).  A Green  Heron 
in  Reno,  Washoe,  NV  31  Aug  (CC)  was  n.  of 
typical  range.  The  Roseate  Spoonbill  first  re- 
ported along  the  Colorado  River  during  the 
summer  season  lingered  near  Hite,  San  Juan, 
UT  through  at  least  6 Sep  (SC,  PJ  et  al.). 

HAWKS  THROUGH  TERNS 

The  family  group  of  Harris’s  Hawks  at  Boulder, 
Clark,  NV  was  observed  periodically  through- 
out the  season  (MB  et  al.).  A cooperative 
Broad-winged  Hawk  lingered  at  Floyd  Lamb 
23-27  Sep  QS,  MW  et  al).  It  was  a rather  un- 
eventful fall  for  rare  shorebirds  in  the  Great  Ba- 
sin; typically  Utah’s  Great  Salt  Lake  produces 
the  majority  of  significant  observations,  but 
this  season,  Nevada  led  the  noteworthy  sight- 
ings. American  Golden-Plover  reports  in  Ne- 
vada included  singles  at  Silver  Peak,  Esmeralda 
16  Sep  (ph.  GS,  ph.  MM,  RSt,  DG),  H.B.VP 
1 Oct  QBr  et  al),  and  Amargosa  Valley,  Nye  4 
Nov  (ph.  GS).  Mountain  Plovers  visited  the 
Amargosa  Valley,  Nye,  NV  12  Aug  (GS),  Corn 
Cr.  18  Aug  (ph.  R&CL),  and  El  Dorado  Lake, 
Clark,  NV  20  Oct  (ph.  RS).  A Red  Knot  was  re- 
ported at  H.B.VP  29  Aug  (CN,  ph.  RM).  Three 
White-rumped  Sandpipers  were  at  Antelope 


Island  23  Sep  (J&KB).  Eight  Stilt  Sandpipers 
visited  Farmington  Bay  25-29  Aug  (S&rCS,  et 
al),  and  3 were  found  at  Lincoln  Beach,  Utah 
Lake,  Utah,  UT  29  Aug  (EH).  Singles  were  also 
at  H.B.VP.  29-30  Aug  (CN,  ph.  RM)  and  El  Do- 
rado Lake,  Clark,  NV  7 Sep  (AA). 

A juv.  Black-legged  Kittiwake  was  a nice 
find  at  Lake  Mead  17  Nov+  (tAL  et  al).  Sa- 
bine’s Gull  were  observed  at  Antelope  Island 
14  Sep  (DW),  Washoe  Lake,  Washoe,  NV  14- 
16  (RLo  et  al),  Rockport  S.R,  Summit,  UT  19 
Sep  (DH),  Lee  Kay,  Salt  Lake,  UT  22  (TAv,  JBl, 
ph.  NJ),  and  Walker  Lake,  Mineral,  NV  10  Oct 
(D&RS).  Mew  Gulls  were  reported  at  Pyra- 
mid Lake,  Washoe,  NV  18  Aug  (MA)  and  Lake 
Mead  11  Nov  (AL).  Thayer’s  Gulls  were  found 
outside  of  expected  areas  at  Otter  Creek  S.R, 
Piute,  UT  8 Nov  (RF),  Lake  Mead  17-22  Nov 
(AL  et  al),  and  Springville,  Utah,  UT  23  Nov 
(JC).  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  were  at  Rock- 
port  S.P.,  Summit,  UT  4 Oct-20  Nov  (ph.  DH 
et  al).  Antelope  Island  29  Oct-12  Nov  (ph. 
J&KB  et  al),  and  Springville,  Utah,  UT  30  Oct 
(ph.  EH).  A juv.  dark-morph  Parasitic  Jaeger 
visited  Pyramid  Lake,  Washoe,  NV  13-14  Sep 
(MS,  ph.  GS).  Long-tailed  Jaegers  graced  Silver 
Peak,  Esmeralda,  NV  16  Sep  (ph.  GS,  ph.  MM) 
and  El  Dorado  Lake,  Clark,  NV  27  Sep-4  Oct 
(TS  et  al). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

White-winged  Doves  were  found  n.  of  expect- 
ed range  at  Sparks,  Washoe,  NV  15  Sep  (GS) 
and  Pleasant  Grove,  Utah,  UT  21  Sep  (EH). 
Two  Black  Swifts  were  observed  at  Little  Cot- 
tonwood Canyon,  Salt  Lake,  UT  3 Aug  (BO).  A 
male  Broad-billed  Hummingbird  was  banded 
at  Ivins,  Washington,  UT  28  Nov-5  Dec  (ph. 
CR,  NB).  An  imm.  male  Rufous  Hummingbird 
captured  at  Ivins  5 Aug  (NB,  GB)  had  amazing- 
ly just  been  banded  30  Jul,  six  days  earlier,  in 
Mariposa,  CA  (fide  NB).  Anna’s  Hummingbirds 
continued  their  northward  expansion  through 
the  Region,  as  evidenced  by  several  records  in 
the  Reno,  Washoe,  NV  area  (AW  et  al.)  and  a 
male  at  Smithfield,  Cache,  UT  26  Nov  QH,  RO, 
CF).  In  Utah,  the  small  Acorn  Woodpecker 
colonies  in  the  Abajo  Mountains,  San  Juan 
and  Kolob  Mountains,  Washington  continued 
through  the  season  (BS,  RF).  Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers  were  documented  at  Corn  Cr.  5 
Oct  (RF,  RD),  Antelope  Island  14  Oct  (S&CS, 
J&KB),  Floyd  Lamb  11  Nov  (AL),  and  Zion  25 
Nov+  (ph.  RD,  RF). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Wayward  eastern  flycatchers  included  a Least 
Flycatcher  photographed  at  Miller’s  R.A.  24 
Sep  (GS)  and  an  Eastern  Phoebe  at  Floyd 
Lamb  28  Oct  QTi).  A Vermilion  Flycatcher  was 
outside  of  expected  range  at  Dugway  Juab,  UT 


7-12  Sep  (CZ,  ph.  RO),  and  a late  Ash-throated 
Flycatcher  was  found  at  Farmington  Bay  1 Sep 
(KP).  Nevada’s  second  Great  Crested  Fly- 
catcher was  photographed  at  Dyer,  Esmeralda, 
NV  4-5  Oct  (ph.,  tRD,  ph.  RF  et  al).  Utah’s 
first  Tropical  Kingbird  was  found  at  the  Provo 
Airport  Dike,  Utah,  UT  1 1 Sep  (ph.,  tEH  et  al); 
many  additional  observers  watched  the  bird 
through  the  evening,  but  it  was  not  seen  there- 
after. Utah’s  first  photographically  documented 
Yellow-throated  Vireo  visited  Red  Hills  12-13 
Oct  (ph.  RF,  KW,  DT).  A Philadelphia  Vireo 
was  photographed  at  St.  George,  Washington, 
UT  1 Oct  (tJLo),  and  a Red-eyed  Vireo  was  at 
Garr  Ranch,  Antelope  Island  15  Sep  (DH).  Sin- 
gle Blue  Jays  were  found  at  Ruby  Lake  N.W.R., 
Elko,  NV  22  Oct  (SW)  and  Smithfield,  Cache, 
UT  15  Nov+  QG,  KR).  A Purple  Martin  was  ob- 
served flying  over  El  Dorado  Lake,  Clark,  NV 
2 Sep  (AL). 

Nevada’s  first  Rufous-backed  Robin  was 
found  on  a private  ranch,  Lincoln  14  Nov  (ph., 
tGS)  and  remained  at  least  through  15  Nov 
(RD,  RF).  A Varied  Thrush  made  a rare  appear- 
ance at  Kanab,  Kane,  UT  11  Oct  (ph.  JL).  The 
only  Gray  Catbird  reported  outside  of  expected 
areas  was  at  Key  Pittman  WM.A,,  Lincoln,  NV 
24  Sep  (GS).  Brown  Thrashers  were  found  at 
Floyd  Lamb  26-29  Sep  (MK,  DS  et  al),  Dug- 
way, Juab,  UT  11  Oct  (CZ),  and  Capitol  Reef 
N.R,  Wayne,  UT  2 Nov  (ph.  SC).  Lapland 
Longspurs  were  observed  at  Pyramid  Lake, 
Washoe,  NV  20-21  Oct  (MA,  MM)  and  Clark- 
son, Cache,  UT  12  Nov  (CF,  SP). 

Over  30  warbler  species  were  observed 
in  the  Great  Basin  during  the  fall  season,  in- 
cluding a nice  variety  of  eastern  vagrants. 
Ovenbirds  were  documented  at  Garr  Ranch, 
Antelope  Island  14  Sep  (DW,  ph.  PH),  Com 
Cr.  16  Sep  QTi),  and  Dugway,  Juab,  UT  9 Oct 
(ph.  KM).  Nevada’s  second  documented  Loui- 
siana Waterthrush  was  photographed  at  Lida 
Pond,  Esmeralda  16-21  Sep  (ph.  GS,  ph.  MM 
et  al).  Northern  Waterthmshes  were  observed 
at  Utah  Lake,  Utah,  UT  22  Aug  (ph.  EH),  An- 
telope Island  27  Aug  (PH),  Corn  Cr.  3 Sep 
(TAX  Lytle  Ranch  14  Sep  (RF),  and  Miller’s 


Nevada's  second  Louisiana  Waterthrush  was  found  at  Lida 
Pond,  Esmeralda  County  16-21  (here  16)  September  2012. 
Photograph  by  Greg  Scyphers. 
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One  of  four  Chestnut-sided  Warblers  observed  in  the  Great 
Basin  region  in  autumn  201 2,  this  one  was  photographed  1 5 
September  at  Garr  Ranch,  Antelope  Island  State  Park,  Davis 
County,  Utah.  Photograph  by  Paul  Higgins. 

R.A.  17  Sep  (FP).  Black-and-white  Warblers 
were  found  at  Yellow  Fork  Canyon,  Salt  Lake, 
UT  2 Sep  (RL),  Dyer,  Esmeralda,  NV  24  Sep 
(GS,  RSt,  DG),  Tonopah  Cemetery,  Esmeralda, 
NV  29-30  Sep  (RLo,  D&RS),  and  Lytle  Ranch 
13  Oct  (LT).  Prothonotary  Warblers  were  re- 
ported from  Springville,  Utah,  UT  19-22  Sep 
(ph.  EH,  BS)  and  Com  Cr.  23  Sep  (BC).  The 
only  Tennessee  Warbler  reported  was  at  Shel- 
don N.W.R.,  Humboldt,  NV  9 Sep  (TB).  Eight 
American  Redstarts  were  found  13  Sep-5  Oct 
in  three  Nevada  counties  (Clark,  Esmeralda, 
and  Washoe)  and  two  Utah  counties  (Davis  and 
Washington).  Northern  Pamlas  were  at  Floyd 
Lamb  9-28  Sep  (AL  et  ah).  Dyer,  Esmeralda, 
NV  5-6  Oct  (GS,  MM),  Circle  L Ranch,  Esmer- 
alda, NV  6 Oct  (RSt,  DG,  MM),  and  Pahranagat 
12  Nov  (RD).  Nevada  Magnolia  Warbler  sight- 
ings came  from  Tonopah,  Nye  28  Sep  (GS), 
Circle  L Ranch,  Esmeralda  5-14  Oct  (GS  et  al). 
Floyd  Lamb  5-6  Oct  (RD,  RF,  AL),  and  Millers 
R.A.  14  Oct  (RSt,  DG,  GS).  A Bay-breasted 
Warbler  was  found  at  Ash  Meadows  N.WR., 
Nye,  NV  10-11  Nov  (KKu,  ph.  GS).  Chestnut- 
sided Warblers  graced  Antelope  Island  15- 
24  Sep  (KW,  DH),  Miller’s  R.A.  21  Sep  (RSt, 
DG),  Circle  L Ranch,  Esmeralda,  NV  29  Sep 
(RLo),  and  Com  Cr.  6 Nov  (ph.  GS).  Black- 
poll  Warbler  sightings  included  3 in  Nevada 
at  Key  Pittman  WM.A.,  Lincoln  21  Sep  (RD, 
RF),  Miller’s  R.A.  24  Sep  (GS.  RSt,  DG),  and 
Dyer,  Esmeralda  24  Sep  (GS,  RSt,  DG).  Utah 
Blackpolls  were  observed  at  Garr  Ranch,  An- 
telope Island  30  Sep  (/ide  J&KB)  and  Clawson, 
Emery  24  Nov  (ph.,  tWR).  Black-throated  Blue 
Warblers  were  found  at  Antelope  Island  28  Sep 
(DS,  NJ,  ph.  JBi),  Lida  Pond,  Esmeralda,  NV 
30  Sep  (D&RS),  and  St.  George,  Washington, 
UT  7 Oct  (ph.  RF).  Two  Palm  Warblers  were 
found  in  Nevada,  at  Miller’s  R.A.  22  Sep  (FP) 
and  Tonopah  Cemetery,  Esmeralda  14  Oct  (GS, 
RSt,  DG).  A Prairie  Warbler  was  a nice  find 
along  Smoke  Creek,  Washoe,  NV  8 Sep  (ph. 
GS).  Hermit  Warblers,  rarely  observed  in  Utah 


This  young  male  Baltimore  Oriole  visited  the  grounds  of  the  International 
Center,  Salt  Lake  County,  Utah  1 -4  (here  1 ) October  201 2,  furnishing 
Utah's  third  accepted  record  and  the  first  since  1982.  Photograph  by 
Stephanie  Greenwood. 

and  e.  Nevada,  were  notable  at  Great  Basin 
N.R,  White  Pine,  NV  16  Aug  (RSt,  DG)  and  at 
Lava  Point,  Zion  26  Aug  (pb.  JBI,  KK). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  documented  at 
Logan,  Cache,  UT  20  Aug  (CF),  Cedar  City, 

Iron,  UT  3 Sep  (ph.  KW),  and  Pahranagat  3 Oct 
(RD,  RF).  The  only  Lark  Bunting  reported  this 
fall  was  at  Dyer,  Esmeralda,  NV  5 Sep  (MM). 

There  were  several  Swamp  Sparrow  sightings 
in  Nevada,  including  singles  at  Miller’s  R.A.  27 
Sep  (DS,  RLo),  Circle  L Ranch,  Esmeralda  5 Oct 
(GS).  Reno,  Washoe  24  Oct-7  Nov  (AdQ  et  al), 
Torrance  Ranch,  Nye  28  Oct  OTi),  and  Lake 
Mead  11  Nov  (ALX  plus  2 at  Pahranagat  12 
Nov  (ph.  RD).  The  recent  increase  in  Swamp 
Sparrow  sightings  has  prompted  the  Nevada 
Bird  Records  Committee  to  remove  this  species 
from  their  review  list.  The  only  Utah  Swamp 
Sparrow  visited  Lytle  Ranch  29  Sep  (LT).  Har- 
ris’s Sparrows  were  found  between  14  Oct  and 
30  Nov  in  Esmeralda  and  Nye,  NV  and  Salt 
Lake  and  Washington,  UT.  It  was  a good  fall  for 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks,  with  5 Nevada  sin- 
gles observed  in  Clark  10  Sep-5  Oct  (RS,  RF), 
Esmeralda  28  Sep  (BC,  GS),  Elko  17  Nov  (LP), 
and  Lincoln,  NV  14  Oct  QS,  MS),  with  Utah 
singles  in  Utah  29  Aug  (EH)  and  Washington  15 
Oct  (RF).  A late  Lazuli  Bunting  was  observed 
11  Nov  at  Lake  Mead  (AL),  and  a Painted  Bun- 
ting made  a rare  appearance  at  Corn  Cr.  26  Sep 
(ph.  GS).  An  imm.  Dickcissel  was  observed  at 
Floyd  Lamb  9 Sep  (AL). 

Wayward  Bobolinks  were  observed  at  To- 
nopah, Nye,  NV  9 Sep  (GS,  DG,  RSt)  and  Lytle 
Ranch  14  Sep  (ph.  RF).  Common  Crackles  were 
at  Croydon,  Morgan,  UT  12  Oct  (WS),  Dugway, 

Juab,  UT  18  Oct  (CZ),  and  Lincoln,  NV  15-26 
Nov  (RF,  RD,  MM).  An  imm.  male  Baltimore 
Oriole  was  a great  find  at  the  International 
Center,  Salt  Lake,  UT  1-4  Oct  (ph.  SG  et  al). 

Two  Purple  Finches  were  discovered  at  Pyra- 
mid Lake,  Washoe,  NV  15  Oct  (ph.  MM)  and 
remained  through  at  least  21  Oct  (RSt,  GS). 
November  brought  an  influx  of  Common  Red- 


polls into  n.  Utah,  a harbinger  of  the  up- 
coming winter  invasion.  The  first  redpoll 
was  observed  at  Steel  Canyon,  Cache,  UT 
8-12  Nov  (AD,  CF,  JWi,  RO).  By  30  Nov, 
16  more  bad  been  documented  in  six  ad- 
ditional Utah  counties;  Box  Elder  (MH), 
Davis  O&KB),  Morgan  (WS),  Salt  Lake  (TP, 
VS),  Utah  (FP),  and  Weber  (KP).  Another 
turned  up  at  a feeder  in  Fallon,  Churchill, 
NV  27  Nov  (ph.  CA).  Lawrence’s  Gold- 
finch made  a nice  showing:  one  was  at 
Floyd  Lamb  24  Sep  (GS),  2 were  at  Pah- 
rump,  Nye,  NV  6 Oct  (DGo),  a flock  of 
10  reached  Spring  Mountain  S.P,  Clark, 
NV  6-14  Oct  (AL),  and  a male  was  at  St. 
George,  Washington,  UT  7 Oct  (ph.  RF). 
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OBl),  Jim  Boone  Oho),  Je  Anne  Branca  Obr), 
Trent  Bray,  Barbara  Carlson,  Steve  Carr,  Steve 
Christensen  (SCh),  Jeff  Cooper,  Chuck  Coxe, 
Laura  Cunningham,  Stephanie  Cobbold  (SCo), 
Rick  Davidsaver  (RDa),  Rob  Dobbs,  Andrew 
Durso,  Darlene  Feener,  Craig  Fosdick,  Rick 
Fridell,  Patrick  Gaffey  Dennis  Ghiglieri,  Dave 
Goodward  (DGo),  Jack  Green,  Stephanie 
Greenwood,  Dave  Hanscom,  Julie  Hatch,  Mike 
Hearall,  Bill  Henry,  Sue  Herrera,  Paul  Higgins, 
Eric  Huish,  Norm  Jenson,  Pat  Jividen,  Joe  Kahl, 
Maureen  Kammerer,  Kristin  Kelemen,  Kathy 
Kuyper  (KKu),  Rene  & Christina  Laubach,  Ra- 
chel LeBlanc,  Andrew  Lee,  Justin  Limberty,  John 
Longhenry  OLo),  Rob  Lowry  (RLo),  Keeli  Mar- 
vel, Martin  Meyers,  Randy  Michal,  Gerry  & Jen- 
nifer Nealon,  Christina  Nycek,  Deedee  O’Brien, 
Ryan  O’Donnell,  Bryant  Olsen,  Matthew  Pend- 
leton, Fred  Petersen,  Stephen  Peterson,  Felicia 
Pimentel  (FPi),  Tanner  Poe,  Louis  Ports,  Kristin 
Purdy,  Alan  de  Queiroz,  Wade  Reed,  Carla  Rit- 
ter, Kayo  Robertson,  Jack  Ruckdeschel,  Terry 
Sadler,  Mike  San  Miguel  Jr.,  Rick  Saval,  David 
Seibel,  Bryan  Shirley,  Rita  Schlageter  (RSc), 
Vivian  Schneggenburger,  Greg  Scyphers,  Den- 
nis & Rebecca  Serdehely,  Weston  Smith,  Steve 
& Cindy  Sommerfeld,  Kay  Stone,  Justin  Streit, 
Rose  Strickland  (RSt),  Tyler  Stuart  (TSt),  Toby 
Sulenski  (TSu),  Mike  Swink  (MSw),  Mark  Thai, 
Jane  Thompson,  Jeanne  Tinsman  QTi),  Carolyn 
Titus,  Larry  Tripp,  Dan  Trujillo,  Ken  Voget,  Ron 
Walker,  Alan  Wallace,  John  Watkins,  Kendell 
Watkins,  J.  D.  Wilson  OWi),  Sara  Wittenberg, 
David  Wheeler,  Dave  Worley  (DWo),  Brian 
Wuerker,  Richard  Young,  Candy  Zaffis.  O 
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turned  in  most  of  the  rarities,  and 
United  States  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service  personnel  also  reported 
from  isolated  Middleton  Island. 
This  years  extensive  coverage 
produced  two  new  species  for 
Alaska  and  several  surpris- 
skagway  ing  first  fall  records.  The 
season  ended  abruptly 
with  widespread  cold 
and  a fast  freeze-up  in 
November. 


Amchilka  I. 
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This  fall’s  weather  took  dramatic  shifts, 
but  by  late  October,  the  standard  pro- 
gression of  large  low-pressure  systems 
took  over.  The  season  ended  with  a sus- 
tained “omega  block”  that  spanned  Alaska. 
On  weather  maps,  this  pattern  shows  deep 
troughs  on  either  side  of  a high-pressure 
area,  with  the  area  resembling  the  shape 
of  the  Greek  letter  omega  (H).  The  pattern 
is  called  a block  because  the  high-pressure 
area  blocks  the  normal  eastward  passage  of 
low-pressure  systems.  At  high  latitudes,  this 
weather  pattern  tends  to  persist  for  relatively 
long  periods.  In  winter  seasons,  when  the 
phenomenon  is  most  frequent,  it  ushers  in 
declining  temperatures.  Because  of  its  timing 
this  season,  which  lasted  for  nearly  a month 
beginning  in  mid-November,  it  abruptly 
ended  migration  and  certainly  limited  late 
departures  and  the  occurrence  of  semi-hardy 
rarities. 

Early  in  the  season,  a vast  and  strong 
North  Pacific  high-pressure  feature  pushed 
the  season’s  initial  low-pressure  systems 
toward  the  southeastern  Bering  Sea,  where 
they  dissipated  or  moved  inland.  Spinoffs 
of  these  storms  formed  in  the  northwest- 
ern Gulf  of  Alaska  and  stalled  in  the  north- 
western and  north-central  Gulf,  or  else  they 
drifted  and  dissipated  to  the  northeast.  It 
was  not  until  October  that  this  odd  pat- 
tern broke  and  gave  way  to  more  regular 
storm  flows.  These  conditions  were  not  fa- 
vorable for  entraining  migrants  northward; 
at  Gambell,  northerly  and  northeasterly 
winds  once  again  persisted  for  much  of  the 
season. 

In  general,  this  season  seemed  both  slow 
and  early  for  waterbirds  and  passerines  from 
much  of  the  mainland;  at  offshore  locations, 
there  were  some  rarities  and  a few  pulses  of 
shorebirds  and  passerines.  Birders  at  St.  Paul 
Island  and  St.  Lawrence  Island  once  again 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CORMORANTS 

Across  the  n.  Gulf  of  Alaska,  adverse  weather 
conditions  in  mid-Sep-early  Oct  produced 
a strong  showing  of  geese  that  often  go  un- 
detected or  are  noted  sporadically  in  small 
numbers.  At  Middleton  Island  and  Kodiak 
Island,  for  instance,  unprecedented  numbers 
of  migrant  geese  were  counted.  New  Middle- 
ton  Island  high  counts  were  made  for  Great- 
er White-fronted  Goose,  with  340  on  26  Sep, 
and  for  Snow  Goose,  with  1300  tallied  27 
Sep  (USFWSl);  the  previous  high  counts  of 
Snows  there  was  just  27  birds.  Macintosh 
noted  similar  strong  numbers  of  Greater 
White-fronteds  at  Kodiak,  where  they  are  ca- 
sual in  fall,  including  a peak  of  28  birds  on  25 
Sep.  Three  Snow  Geese  over  St.  Paul  Island 
6 Oct  (St.  Paul  Tour)  accounted  for  only  the 
fourth  fall  Pribilof  record.  North  Gulf  Cack- 
ling Geese  accounts  were  also  above  average 
at  Kodiak,  highlighted  by  a flock  of  42  on  25 
Sep,  with  3 notably  late  birds  found  through 
19  Nov  (RAM).  Cackling  Goose  was  previ- 
ously unrecorded  at  Middleton  Island,  where 
birds  were  detected  21  Sep-8  Oct,  with  a 
maximum  of  132  (all  apparently  minima)  on 
26  Sep  (ph.  LHD,  *USFWS).  Given  the  cold 
Nov  conditions,  several  late  Greater  White- 
fronted  were  especially  noteworthy,  includ- 
ing singles  at  Kodiak  13  Nov  (RAM  et  al.) 
and  Ketchikan  18  Nov  (ph.  JHL).  A Wood 
Duck  was  shot  by  a hunter  at  Fish  Bay  on 
n.  Baranof  Island  28  Sep  (ph.  JC),  well  away 
from  the  more  typical  locations  for  this  ca- 
sual fall  migrant;  it  was  the  season’s  only  re- 
port. Eighteen  Eurasian  Wigeons  at  Gambell 
15  Sept  (PEL)  was  the  season’s  high  count 
and  that  locale’s  second  highest  ever  tally  in 
fall.  An  American  Wigeon  on  Unalaska  Lake 
near  Unalaska  30  Oct  (ph.  SLG)  was  a rare 
find  for  the  e.  Aleutians.  Adak  Island  bird- 
ers reported  a Baikal  Teal  6-13  Sep  (fide  JP), 
potentially  a first  record  for  that  island.  Aside 
from  the  typical  small  numbers  of  Interior- 
breeding Aythya  reaching  the  North  Gulf  and 
Southeast  localities,  diving  duck  highlights 
were  about  average.  Furnishing  a second 
North  Gulf  record,  a female  Common  Po- 


chard was  at  Middleton  Island  3-7  Sep  (ph. 
NRH,  *USFWS);  a drake  Tufted  Duck  was  at 
Unalaska  Lake  27  Sep  (ph.  SLG);  a female  j 
Common  Goldeneye  was  near  Gambell  14  ! 

Aug  and  27  Aug-12  Sep  (PH,  ph.  DP  et  al.),  | 

only  that  site’s  second  in  fall;  and  single  ex-  j 

tralimital  Hooded  Mergansers  were  on  lower 
Ohmer  Lake  near  Skilak  Lake  in  the  w.  inte- 
rior Kenai  Peninsula  6 Nov  (TDE,  ph.  KT) 
and  at  Seward  22  Nov+  (AB).  Late  nesting 
season  highlights  included  a Ring-necked 
Duck  brood  at  Moose  Lake  near  Juneau  18- 
19  Aug  (GBV,  PMS,  PAR,  BAA),  which  adds 
to  the  occasional  local  nest  reports,  and 
Greater  Scaup  with  6-7  young  on  a lake  s. 
of  Gambell  9 Aug-23  Sep  (PEL),  marking 
the  first  confirmed  nesting  for  St.  Lawrence  [ 
Island.  The  Spectacled  Eider  passage  off  St. 
Lawrence  Island  again  proved  impressive  fol-  I 
lowing  on  unprecedented  numbers  from  the 
previous  two  years.  Although  not  equal  to 
the  counts  from  2010,  the  running  tallies  at 
both  Gambell  and  Savoonga  were  nonethe- 
less very  high  and  concentrated  in  the  6-11 
Oct  timeframe,  with  summaries  from  those 
days  of  1410  at  Gambell  (DP)  and  13,210 
at  Savoonga  (GM).  Although  Barrow’s  Gold- 
eneye is  a common  fall  migrant  and  a classic 
winter  resident  across  Southeast,  an  evening 
roost  of  640  at  Auke  Lake  1 Nov  (NRH)  was 
a strong  showing  between  migration  and 
winter  and  one  of  that  location’s  highest  tal- 
lies ever. 

Four  Arctic  Loons  moved  past  Northwest 
Point  at  Gambell  30  Sep-6  Oct  (PEL),  a be- 
low-average  count  for  fall.  Of  considerably 
more  interest  was  a lone  Arctic  Loon  seen 
from  shore  at  Middleton  Island  31  Aug  (vt. 
CWW);  this  early  fall  report  represents  the 
first  record  for  the  North  Gulf  and  South- 
coastal  Alaska.  Pacific  Loon  counts  at  Gam- 
bell took  a few  twists  this  season;  typical 
small  numbers  were  seen  through  mid-Sep, 
but  by  early  Oct,  Pavlik  detected  larger  num- 
bers, with  of  305  on  2 Oct  and  510  the  next 
day,  the  latter  a new  fall  record.  The  sea- 
son tally  of  1800  was  also  a new  fall  high. 

A Pied-billed  Grebe  at  Sitka  13  Sep-7  Nov 
(MRG,  CPFG)  and  2 at  Juneau  17-27  Sep, 
then  a single  there  23-24  Oct  (DKM,  MWS, 
NRH)  made  an  average  fall  shoving  for  this 
rare  fall  migrant.  A good  find  in  the  n.  Ber- 
ing Sea  and  St.  Lawrence  Island’s  second  in 
fall,  a lone  Horned  Grebe  was  off  the  Point 
at  Gambell  27-30  Sep  (DP).  As  has  become 
typical  over  the  past  several  years,  a few  mi- 
grant 'Western  Grebes  turned  up  in  n.  South- 
east, including  one  at  Sitka  23  Sep  (PHN),  2 
at  Gustavus  14  Oct,  then  a single  there  22 
Nov  (NKD).  This  species  winters  locally  in 
decent  concentrations  on  inside  waters  of 


138 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


ALASKA 


Q A MiddSeton  Island  observers  (USFWS1)  instigated  a systematic  seawatch  protocol 
J 11  for  the  season,  which  produced  astounding  pelagic  species  summaries  coincident 
with  the  Kodiak  area  peaks.  Highlights  included  the  island's  first  Mottled  Petrel,  a lone 
bird  17  Aug,  followed  by  increasing  numbers  through  late  Sep,  with  a one-day  high 
count  of  200  birds  estimated  23  Sep.  Middleton  also  produced  Pink-footed  and  Flesh- 
footed Shearwaters,  together  with  increasing  numbers  of  Buller's  Shearwaters  in  late 
Aug  and  Sep  (when  sea  temperatures  are  warmest),  with  strong  tallies  of  all  three  spe- 
cies. Pink-footeds  were  detected  from  shore  there  24  Aug-24  Sep,  with  a peak  of  18  on 
31  Aug,  representing  the  Region's  second  highest  ever  count.  Flesh-footed  Shearwa- 
ters were  detected  between  17  Aug  and  8 Oct,  with  1-5  per  day  17-30  Aug  and  a high 
count  of  14  on  1 4 Sep.  This  constitutes  by  far  a new  Regional  high  count  of  this  species, 
heretofore  considered  a casual  late  summer  visitor  in  the  North  Gulf  of  Alaska.  Buller's 
Shearwater  numbers  peaked  off  Middleton  waters  at  500  per  day  on  9 Sep.  Up  to  4 
Manx  Shearwaters  per  day  were  seen  10  Aug-1 7 Sep.  From  these  remarkable  results, 
it  seems  clear  that  conditions  in  the  vicinity  of  that  shelf-edge  island  draw  and  probably 
hold  huge  numbers  of  tubenoses,  at  least  in  some  years. 


Southeast,  mostly  s.  of  Sumner  Strait. 

Strong  weather  events  seemed  to  influence 
the  occurrence  and  distribution  of  seabird 
concentrations,  rarities,  and  sightings  from 
shore,  illustrated  nicely  by  Macintosh’s  re- 
ports from  Kodiak  waters,  A Sep  series  of 
very  strong  storms,  some  moving  in  from 
the  w.  and  others  with  local  origins,  pro- 
vided great  opportunities  to  see  most  of  the 
rarer  summer  season  pelagics  from  onshore 
points.  Some  of  his  Kodiak  highlights  includ- 
ed 4 imm.  Short-tailed  Albatross  between 
Cape  Chiniak  and  Ugak  Island  20-22  Sep 
(RAM)  and  Mottled  Petrel  sightings  on  four 
occasions  from  15-26  Sep,  with  an  astound- 
ing peak  count  of  538  counted  on  transect 
between  Cape  Chiniak  and  Ugak  Island  (ph. 
RAM).  These  high  counts  rival  any  previ- 
ous one-day  tallies  from  the  Gulf  of  Alaska. 
Three  Pink-footed  Shearwaters  in  total  were 
located  in  Kodiak  waters  1 & 15  Aug  and 
11  Sep,  with  another  3 singles  observed  far- 
ther offshore  20-22  Sep  (RAM).  Shore -based 
observers  at  St.  Paul  Island  reported  unprec- 
edented Mottled  Petrel  numbers  following 
a strong  storm  18-21  Aug  (St.  Paul  Tour); 
numbers  topped  out  at  3500  on  21  Aug. 
There  are  four  or  five  previous  records  from 
nearshore  Pribilof  waters.  Observers  on  the 
Aug  cross-Gulf  ferry  trip  saw  2 Pink-footed 
Shearwaters  n.  and  w.  of  Cape  Spencer  21 
Aug  and  8 the  following  day  while  running 
westward  in  pelagic  waters  w.  of  Cape  Yaku- 
tat;  a Manx  Shearwater  was  near  Cape  Spen- 
cer 21  Aug  (all  Wilderness  Birdmg  Tours).  A 
Fork-tailed  Storm-Petrel  was  documented 
in  freshwater  Potter  Marsh  near  Anchorage 
10  Oct  (ph.  JM)  following  a strong  storm 
added  to  the  eight  or  so  prior  similar  fall  sea- 
son reports  from  Upper  Cook  Inlet.  Leach’s 
Storm-Petrels  staged  a concentrated  s.  Bering 
Sea  movement  4 Oct  (St.  Paul  Tour),  as  wit- 
nessed from  shore  at  St.  Paul  Island  where  46 
were  tallied  through  the  day  heading  n.  after 
a strong  storm’s  passage.  These  are  the  Pribi- 
lofs’  first  sightings  from  land.  Away  from  lo- 
cations of  prior  sightings  in  the  North  Gulf,  a 
Brandt’s  Cormorant  was  seen  from  the  cross- 
Gulf  ferry  sw.  of  Yakutat  Bay  2 1 Aug  (Wilder- 
ness Birding  Tours).  This  year’s  second  and 
the  Pribilofs’  eleventh  Double-crested  Cor- 
morant showed  up  at  Webster  Lake,  St.  Paul 
22  Aug  (St.  Paul  Tour). 

EAGLES  THROUGH  JAEGERS 

The  long-staying,  subad.  White-tailed  Eagle 
on  St.  Paul  Island  continued  to  be  seen  3 
Aug-30  Sep  (St.  Paul  Tour).  Adak  observers 
were  lucky  to  document  a fresh  imm.  Eur- 
asian Kestrel  perched  and  in  flight  15  Sep 
(ph.  EH,  BH),  a first  substantiated  Aleutian 


record  away  from  the  Near  Islands.  Records 
of  this  casual  visitor  remain  fairly  evenly  split 
between  spring  and  fall.  Another  wandering 
North  Slope  American  Kestrel  hung  around 
coastal  tundra  at  the  Colville  R.  mouth  19- 
25  Aug  QH),  where  this  Interior  breeder  is 
casual. 

A Sora  in  Juneau’s  Mendenhall  Wetlands 
22  Aug  (PMS)  was  the  season’s  sole  report. 
Multiple  American  Coot  accounts  from  four 
Southeast  locales  was  slightly  above  the 
norm,  including  3 at  Sitka  24  Sep  (MRG, 
CPEG),  one  at  Petersburg  17  Oct  (CF,  REL), 
2 at  Gustavus  6-7  Oct  and  another  11-15 
Oct  (NKD),  and  up  to  5 at  Juneau  12  Oct-15 
Nov  (m.ob.).  Another  extralimital  reached 
Anchorage  right  during  freeze-up  21  Oct 
(AB).  With  the  early  season’s  relatively  stable 
weather  conditions,  Asian  shorebirds  made  a 
subpar  showing.  Most  notable  were  a Terek 
Sandpiper  at  St.  Paul  Island  19-26  Aug  (St. 
Paul  Tour);  a Common  Sandpiper  at  Gam- 
bell,  first  in  fall  there,  29  Aug-2  Sep  (PEL  et 
al);  single  Wood  Sandpipers  24  & 29  Aug 
at  Gambell  (DP,  PEL),  where  there  was  one 
prior  fall  season  report;  up  to  5 Red-necked 
Stints  at  St.  Paul  Island  for  the  season,  with  2 
there  2-16  Aug  and  3 during  19  Aug-9  Sep 
(St.  Paul  Tour);  2 Little  Stints  at  St.  Paul  Is- 
land 19  Aug-1  Sep  (St.  Paul  Tour),  probably 
the  best  site  in  the  Region  to  find  this  casual 
migrant;  a Temminck’s  Stint  at  Gambell  24 
Aug  (PEL),  the  second  in  fall  there.  The  Prib- 
ilofs’ fifth  Jack  Snipe,  and  the  third  in  three 
years  at  St,  Paul  Island,  was  documented  11 
Sep  (ph.  DG,  St.  Paul  Tour).  The  beautifully 
photographed  Pin-tailed  Snipe  continued  at 
its  favored  St,  Paul  site  9-13  & 21-26  Aug 
(St.  Paul  Tour).  A variegatus  Whimbrel  was 
nicely  documented  at  Middleton  Island  29 
Aug-5  Sep  (ph.  LHD,  USFWSl),  a first  re- 


cord away  from  w.  Alaska.  Bristle-thighed 
Curlews  showed  well  away  from  their  nor- 
mal fall  staging  sites  in  w.  Alaska.  Three  along 
the  mouth  of  the  Kenai  R.  31  Aug  (TAB) 
represented  a local  first  record  and  only  the 
second  fall  report  for  the  Kenai  Peninsula. 
Farther  e.,  singles  were  at  Middleton  Island  4 
& 21  Sep  (ph.  NRH,  USFWSl),  the  first  ever 
for  the  fall  season  there.  Notable  Marbled 
Godwit  reports  were  all  on  the  late  side,  in- 
cluding 2 at  Middleton  Island  30  Sep  (TJD), 
one  at  Juneau  8-11  Oct  (DS,  NRH,  GBV,  ph. 
MWS),  and  one  at  Sitka  22  Oct-8  Nov  (ph. 
MRG),  probably  a record-late  departure  date. 
Interestingly,  most  of  the  autumn  records 
come  from  Oct.  Ruffs  were  noted  away  from 
typical  migrant  sites,  including  a first  in  the 
e.  Aleutians  at  Unalaska  Lake  12  Sep  (ph. 
SLG,  BL),  a second  ever  Middleton  Island 
bird  26  Aug  (ph.  LHD,  USFWSl),  and  one 
at  Kodiak  15  Sep  (RAM),  that  site’s  seventh 
in  fall. 

High  Arctic  nesting  shorebirds  and  late 
out-migrants  dominated  the  remaining 
shorebird  highlights.  A Semipalmated  Plover 
at  Kodiak  2 Nov  (RAM)  was  one  of  the  Re- 
gion’s latest  ever.  Up  to  7 Upland  Sandpip- 
ers at  Middleton  Island  12  Aug-2  Sep  (US- 
FWSl) made  a strong  showing  for  the  North 
Gulf  of  Alaska;  this  mainly  Interior  breeder 
remains  not  annual  and  very  rare  in  fall  in 
the  Gulf  of  Alaska,  and  Middleton  had  only 
one  prior  record.  Another  Upland  Sandpiper 
at  Juneau  23  Aug  (MWS)  made  the  seventh 
consecutive  fall  report  there  of  this  casual 
Southeast  migrant.  Red  Knots  are  not  com- 
mon in  fall  anywhere  in  the  Gulf  of  Alaska, 
so  up  to  3 around  Middleton  Island  20  Aug- 
5 Sep  (USFWSl)  and  one  at  Gustavus  6 Oct 
(NKD)  made  a decent  showing.  A Western 
Sandpiper  at  Gustavus  20  Oct  (ph.  NKD) 
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This  stunning  Long-eared  Owl  at  Juneau's  Mendenhall  Wetlands  1 2 
November  201 2 provided  only  the  eleventh  Alaska  record  but  marked  the 
third  November  in  the  last  four  that  this  owl  has  been  found  in  the  Juneau 
area.  Photograph  by  Robert  H.  Arrrtstrong. 


was  among  the  latest  ever  to  be  found  in 
Southeast.  Least  Sandpipers  made  news  with 
unusually  high  concentrations  at  Juneau’s 
Mendenhall  Wetlands  totaling  350  on  4 Aug 
(PMS),  and  an  extremely  late  single  offshore 
at  Sitka  22  Oct  (ph.  MRG).  Maximum  counts 
for  Stilt  Sandpipers  in  the  Gulf  region,  where 
this  n.  Alaska  breeder  is  annual  but  rare 
and  local,  included  6 at  Middleton  Island 
25  Aug  (USFWSl),  4 around  Juneau  17-23 
Aug  (PAR,  BAA,  MWS,  GBV,  PMS),  and  2 at 
Gustavus  18  Aug  (ph.  BBP).  St.  Paul  birders 
documented  the  Pribilofs’  first  Wilson’s  Snipe 
breeding  record  when  they  photographed  an 
ad.  and  volant  juv.  at  Polovina  Wetlands  3 
Aug  (ph.  DG,  St.  Paul  Tour).  There  were  2 
juvs.  with  the  ad.  the  following  day. 

Gull  highlights  were  about  average  for  the 
fall  season.  The  lone  noteworthy  Black-head- 
ed Gull  account  was  an  ad.  at  St.  Paul  Island 
3 Aug  (St.  Paul  Tour),  while  a near  ad.  Little 
Gull  photographed  in  Portage  Bay  of  e.  Ko- 
diak Island  13  Aug  (ph.  RAM)  constituted  the 
first  photographic  record  for  Kodiak,  where 
there  was  a previous  sight  record.  This  rep- 
resents the  Region’s  sixth  fall  report.  It  was  a 
slower  season  for  Franklin’s  Gulls  than  usual, 
a first-cycle  bird  at  the  Ketchikan  waterfront 
22  Aug  and  2 there  then  next  day  (AWP, 
SCH),  the  only  ones  this  fall.  An  ad.  Western 
Gull  was  nicely  documented  at  Sitka  23  Sep 
(ph.  MRG);  the  species  is  still  a casual  fall  vis- 
itor. Glaucous-winged  Gull  x Western  Gull 
hybrids  were  observed  around  Ketchikan  1 1 
Sep-12  Nov  (AWP,  SCH,  WTY),  as  they  are 
in  most  autumn  seasons.  The  summer’s  Cali- 


fornia Gull  remained  at  its  Anchorage 
haunts  through  at  least  6 Sep,  while 
another  first-cycle  bird  was  seen  that 
same  day  (DWS).  Two  different  ad. 
Thayer’s  Gulls  were  documented  in 
the  Bering  Sea,  where  casual  mostly 
in  fall,  at  St.  Paul  Island  7-31  Aug 
(ph.  DG,  St.  Paul  Tour)  and  around 
Dutch  Harbor  13  Oct  (ph.  SLG). 
Farther  e.,  a clear  kumlieni  Iceland 
Gull  appeared  in  the  Ketchikan  area 
4 Nov  (ph.  NRH,  LHD).  This  taxon  is 
casual  in  the  Region,  mostly  in  win- 
ter and  spring;  there  are  fewer  than 
10  reports  from  Southeast.  This  fall’s 
ledger  for  Slaty-backed  Guls  contin- 
ues a subtle  recent  trend  of  smaller 
numbers  and  generally  fewer  reports. 
1 suspect  this  might  be  happening  as 
observers  think  of  the  species  as  rela- 
tively common  and  widespread.  No- 
table observations  included  an  ad.  at 
Sitka  22-26  Sep  (ph.  MRG,  LPP),  an- 
other ad.  at  Cordova  14-15  Aug  (DL), 
and  a strong  count  of  8 for  the  season 
around  Kodiak  Island  sites  12  Aug-14  Nov 
(ph.  RMC,  ph.  RAM).  Late  Caspian  Terns 
were  at  Homer  17  Sep  (MR) — for  a record- 
late  Kenai  departure — and  at  Gustavus  27- 
29  Sep,  an  ad.  with  juv.  in  tow  (NKD),  likely 
the  second  latest  ever  in  the  Region.  A juv. 
Arctic  Tern  at  Savoonga,  St.  Lawrence  Island 
7 Oct  (GM)  established  a new  late  island 
departure  date  and  one  of  the  latest  for  the 
Bering  Sea.  South  Polar  Skuas  were  observed 
off  Middleton  Island  on  two  occasions  this 
season,  a single  16  Sep  (USFWSl)  and  then 
2 over  the  w.  beaches  21  Sep  (CWW). 

DOVES  THROUGH  PIPITS 

Reports  from  Southeast  indicated  lower 
numbers  of  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  than 
in  recent  years,  but  reports  came  in  from 
most  communities  from  Ketchikan  to  Gus- 
tavus. Flocks  were  generally  reduced  in  s. 
Southeast,  with  maximum  groups  of  21 
at  Ketchikan  12  Nov  (SCH,  WTY),  while 
numbers  remained  comparatively  low  in  n. 
Southeast.  Reports  of  Northern  Pygmy-Owls 
followed  the  usual  trend,  with  reports  of 
singles  scattered  across  at  least  six  Southeast 
sites  between  21  Aug  and  27  Nov  (m.ob.). 
Juneau  birders  located  yet  another  migrant 
Long-eared  Owl,  the  Region’s  eleventh, 
at  the  Mendenhall  Wetlands  12  Nov  (ph. 
RHA,  PAR,  BAA,  GBV),  exactly  where  last 
fall’s  bird  was  found.  Anna’s  Hummingbirds 
made  a tremendous  showing  in  the  Region, 
with  up  to  10  around  Ketchikan  3 Sep-Nov 
(AWP,  SCH,  WTY,  JHL),  at  least  6 in  Juneau 
31  Aug+  (GBV,  PAR,  CR,  SS),  and  singles  at 


Middleton  Island  thickets  once  again  harbored  a Chestnut- 
sided Warbler,  this  time  quite  late  on  7 October  201 2.  Alaska's 
first  report  was  a sight  record  from  the  same  thickets  from 
September  1981.  Photograph  by  Lucas  H.  DeCicco 

Gustavus  23  Sep-early  Oct  Qh,  NKD,  JN) 
and  at  Klukwan  near  Haines  19  Sep-7  Oct 
(ph.  CPS).  Another  3 singles  were  reported 
around  Homer,  which  seems  to  catch  fall 
wanderers  regularly  now,  29  Sep-20  Nov,  2 
Sep-3  Oct,  and  21  Nov  (AJL,  PB,  LLR).  The 
season’s  only  wayward  Red-breasted  Sap- 
sucker  beyond  Southeast  was  around  Kodiak 
sites  18-28  Nov  (ph.  RAM,  GK,  EW),  where 
the  species  occasionally  occurs  in  fall.  Two 
rare  Bering  Sea  Northern  Flickers  came  were 
singles  at  St.  Paul  28  Sep  (ph.  DG,  St.  Paul 
Tour),  a sixth  for  the  Pribilofs,  and  at  Gam- 
bell  12  Sep  (PEL),  only  the  second  ever  there 
in  fall. 

With  only  one  prior  island  record,  it  was  a 
surprise  to  see  this  season’s  Olive-sided  Fly- 
catcher summary  from  Middleton.  Following 
singles  located  in  willow  thickets  there  10 
& 12  Aug,  12-15  were  detected  18-20  Aug, 
another  few  were  observed  through  22  Aug, 
with  the  latest  found  17  Sep  (USFWSl);  the 
species  has  been  considered  very  scarce  in 
the  North  Gulf.  A bright  imm.  Yellow-bel- 
lied Flycatcher  took  shelter  in  the  infamous 
St.  Paul  crab  pot  piles  14-15  Sep  (ph.  DG, 
St.  Paul  Tour),  a first  for  the  Pribilofs,  only 
the  second  ever  Bering  Sea  record,  and  about 
the  Region’s  fourth  in  fall.  The  Region’s  first 
fall  Willow  Flycatcher,  an  ad.,  was  mist- 
netted  in  the  Middleton  Island  thickets  21 
Aug  (ph.  CW,  USFWSl).  A lone  Hammond’s 
Flycatcher  in  the  Gustavus  area  13  Aug 
(BBP)  provided  one  of  few  local  finds  and  a 
first  fall  report  for  that  locality.  Alaska’s  first 
documented  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  hung 
around  Ketchikan’s  Millar  Street  fall  migrant 
traps  7-17  Nov  (ph.  SCH,  AWP,  WTY);  a 
prior  report  from  the  Juneau  area  in  Jul  1999 
included  photographs  not  sufficient  to  estab- 
lish identification.  This  fall’s  strong  flycatcher 
showing  also  included  a Western  Kingbird 
record  from  an  unusual  site,  Patterson  Bay  on 
the  e.  side  of  Baranof  Island  6 Aug  (ph.  JRG). 
This  species  remains  casual  in  summer  and 
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fall  in  the  Region,  although  there  were  three 
reports  from  fall  2011.  Following  a brief  and 
close  encounter  in  the  Middleton  thickets 
30  Sep,  a Blue-headed  Vireo,  probably  a 
hatch-year  male,  was  re-located  and  photo- 
graphed 2 Oct  (SCH,  ph.  GHR,  ph.  LHD, 
USFWS2).  The  bird  actually  sang  several 
times  as  it  foraged  deep  in  the  thickets  with 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglets.  This  makes  the  first 
Alaska  record.  Getting  late  and  unusual  for 
South-coastal  Alaska,  a lone  Warbling  Vireo 
offshore  at  Middleton  Island  29  Sep  and  1 
Oct  (USFWS2)  was  followed  by  a single  to 
the  s.  at  Ketchikan  2 Oct  OHL):  there  are 
few  Oct  records  for  the  Region.  Strangely, 
the  Region’s  latest  ever  Sky  Lark  (and  first 
for  the  Mainland)  was  encountered  on  the  w. 
Kenai  Peninsula  at  the  Deep  Creek  intertidal 
area  near  Ninilchik  18-22  Oct  (SW,  ph.  AJL, 
GAG,  MR  et  al). 

Noteworthy  swallow  reports  originated  in 
the  Bering  Sea  at  St.  Paul  Island,  including  at 
least  one  Tree  Swallow  through  25  Sep  (St. 
Paul  Tour),  nearly  a month  past  the  prior 
departure  date,  and  a single  Violet-green 
Swallow  16-21  Aug  (ph.  DG,  St.  Paul  Tour), 
which  was  only  the  fourth  Pribilof  record. 
Single  Tree  and  Violet-green  Swallows  off- 
shore at  Middleton  Island  9 Sep  (USFWSl) 
represented  that  site’s  first  respective  fall 
reports.  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  staged  a 
“mini-invasion”  this  season  into  Southeast. 
After  being  all  but  absent  from  this  subregion 
since  the  prior  Feb,  small  numbers  reap- 
peared at  Gustavus  and  Juneau,  where  4-5 
could  be  found  daily  after  18  Aug  (NKD, 


m.ob.).  Similar  numbers  began  to  be  seen 
in  s.  Southeast  towns  after  early  Oct.  One 
at  Gambell  10-12  Sep  (GHR)  was  the  only 
notable  otherwise.  Within  the  timeframe 
of  the  previous  records,  this  season’s  “only” 
Willow  Warbler  at  Gambell  24  Aug  (PEL) 
brought  that  site’s  fall  tally  to  10  individu- 
als (all  since  2002).  This  season’s  only  Dusky 
Warbler  came  from  Gambell  24  Aug  (PEL), 
which  brings  that  site’s  cumulative  total  to 
21  individuals  since  1997.  Muscicapids 
made  a very  strong  showing  in  the  Bering 
Sea  this  fall,  starting  with  what  appeared  to 
be  2 juv.  Dark-sided  Flycatchers  around  St. 
Paul  Island  16-17  Aug  and  6 Sep  (ph.  DG, 
St.  Paul  Tour).  Since  the  first  Alaska  record 
from  Sep  1977  at  Shemya,  there  has  only 
been  one  other  fall  report,  from  St.  Paul  in 
2011.  Next  up  was  a skulking  Rufous-tailed 
Robin  at  St.  Paul  6-7  Sep  (ph.  DG,  St.  Paul 
Tour),  Alaska’s  fourth  and  a first  in  the  fall. 
These  hot  birds  were  punctuated  by  what 
appeared  to  be  a hatch-year  female  Siberian 
Blue  Robin  in  the  Gambell  middens  2-4  Oct 
(ph.  DP),  the  Region’s  second  ever  and  first 
in  fall.  Three  Bluethroats  were  at  St.  Paul  Is- 
land for  the  season  20-22  Aug  and  16  Sep 
(St.  Paul  Tour).  Lehman  considered  it  an  av- 
erage Bluethroat  year  at  Gambell,  with  a total 
of  20  birds  for  the  season  23  Aug-8  Sep.  Also 
Trans-Beringian  migrants.  Northern  Wheat- 
ears  were  reported  from  St.  Paul  Island,  with 
a peak  of  8 on  1 Sep  (St.  Paul  Tour),  and  from 
Gambell,  with  a season  total  110  noted  23 
Aug-13  Sep.  A Townsend’s  Solitaire  was  lo- 
cal fourth  at  Kodiak  20  Nov  (ph.  CR).  Of  the 


very  few  Bering  Sea  Catharus  thrush  reports, 
only  a Swainson’s  Thrush  at  St.  Paul  Island 
14-17  Sep  (St.  Paul  Tour)  was  significant; 
it  marked  a sixth  Pribilof  record.  Eurasian 
Starlings  rarely  show  up  in  extralimitals  situ- 
ations, so  one  reported  from  Naknek  well  in- 
side Bristol  Bay  4+  Nov  (SR,  AR,  fide  SS)  was 
big  news.  Golodoff  documented  a second 
ever  e.  Aleutians  White  Wagtail,  which  ap- 
peared to  be  an  ad.  female  of  the  subspecies 
lugens,  at  Dutch  Harbor  spit  9-10  Aug  (ph. 
SLG).  Lehman  characterized  it  as  a good  sea- 
son for  White  Wagtails  at  Gambell,  where  he 
tallied  15  for  the  season  23  Aug-15  Sep.  Yet 
another  Pechora  Pipit  appeared  in  the  Gam- 
bell middens  8-9  Sep  (ph.  GHR,  m.ob.);  this 
brings  the  cumulative  fall  tally  from  that  site 
to  an  impressive  17. 

WAXWINGS THROUGH  FINCHES 

Cedar  Waxwings  exhibited  what  has  become 
expected  fall  season  forays  beyond  Southeast 
breeding  areas  into  South-coastal  sites,  with 
birds  noted  on  the  Mainland  at  Seward  24- 
28  Oct  (CAG)  and  Homer  18  Oct+  (DE),  and 
then  at  offshore  sites  17  Aug-10  Oct,  with  a 
high  count  of  12  at  Middleton  Island  4 Oct 
(USFWS2)  and  one  at  Kodiak  20  Nov  (ph. 
RAM).  Rarely  noted  in  migration  at  any  sea- 
son, Smith’s  Longspurs  made  a splash  on  the 
North  Gulf  Coast  this  season.  Single  imms. 
were  documented  at  Middleton  Island  18-21 
Aug  (ph.  NRH,  USFWSl),  42  km  off  Icy  Bay 
from  the  state  ferry  22  Aug  (ph.  AJL,  PEL), 
and  near  Gustavus  10  Sep  (BBP),  which  was 
only  Southeast’s  sixth  record  and  probably 
the  latest  fall  departure  for  the  Region.  Al- 
though late  warblers  made  little  news  be- 
cause of  intensifying  cold  conditions,  it  was 
still  a good  year  for  noteworthy  records,  par- 
ticularly at  offshore  sites.  St.  Paul  Island  pro- 
duced its  sixth  ever  Northern  Waterthrush  4 
Sep  (ph.  DG,  St.  Paul  Tour),  2-3  Townsend’s 
Warblers  5-6  Oct  (St.  Paul  Tour),  and  10- 
15  Wilson’s  Warblers  29  Aug-20  Sep  (St. 
Paul  Tour).  Gambell  highlights  included  a 
record-late  Orange-crowned  Warbler  28  Sep 
(PEL)  and  two  extreme  rarities,  a Cape  May 
Warbler  9-11  Sep  (ph.  GHR,  m.ob.),  only 
the  second  ever  for  the  Bering  Sea  of  this 
otherwise  casual  fall  migrant,  and  a Mourn- 
ing Warbler  28-29  Sep  (ph.  DP,  Cl,  PEL), 
a second  for  St.  Lawrence  Island  and  only 
Alaska’s  sixth.  Considered  rare  away  from  its 
Southeast  Mainland  breeding  areas,  single 
MacGillivray’s  Warblers  were  good  finds 
at  Gustavus  15  Aug  and  16  Sep  (BBP)  and 
at  Juneau  11  Sep  (GSB).  And  Middleton 
Island  had  its  share  of  rare  warblers,  high- 
lighted by  a late  Common  Yellowthroat  30 
Sep  (USFWS2),  an  American  Redstart  in  the 


Fall  2012  was  very  productive  for  interesting  sparrows  in  Alaska's  Southeast,  highlighted  by  this  Clay-colored  Sparrow  at  Ketchikan 

21  October  201 2,  just  the  eleventh  state  recori  Photograph  by  James  H.  Lewis. 
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w.  side  thickets  24  Sep  (USFWS2),  Alaska’s 
third  Chestnut-sided  Warbler,  a female,  7 
Oct  (ph.  LHD,  ph.  AWP),  and  the  island’s 
second  fall  Palm  Warbler  1 Oct  (ph.  LHD, 
ph.  AJL,  USFWS2).  Other  Palm  Warbler  re- 
ports included  singles  in  Southeast  at  Juneau 
22  Oct  and  4-8  Nov  (ph.  NRH,  GBV,  MAM, 
GSB)  and  Ketchikan  13  Oct  (SCH,  WTY), 
and  another  at  Anchorage  17-19  Oct  (ph. 
XT,  m.ob.),  only  the  second  ever  from  Up- 
per Cook  Inlet.  Unalaska  birders  continue  to 
produce  warblers  in  scattered  willow  thick- 
ets and  isolated  spruce  groves.  This  year’s 
crop  included  one  Orange-crowned  Warbler 

3 Sep  at  Captain’s  Bay  (ph.  SLG,  BL),  single 
Townsend’s  Warblers  13  Sep,  28-30  Sep,  and 

4 Oct  (SLG,  JD),  and  2 Wilson’s  Warblers  26 
Aug,  then  4 on  3 Sep  (ph.  SLG,  BL).  All  of 
these  species  are  casual  to  very  rare  in  the  e. 
Aleutians. 

Nearly  all  of  the  Region’s  rare  sparrows 
made  appearances  this  season,  mostly  in 
Southeast  and  at  sites  where  they  are  found 
with  regularity.  Good  details  came  in  for  a 
Spotted  Towhee  at  Wrangell  6 Oct  (tJWM), 
a thirteenth  for  the  Region  and  one  of  few 
Alaska  reports  away  from  Juneau.  Simi- 
lar to  reports  from  fall  2011,  Drumheller’s 
seed  patch  in  Gustavus  produced  relatively 
huge  numbers  of  migrant  and  possibly  win- 
ter American  Tree  Sparrows,  which  built 
to  a peak  of  50  on  29  Nov  (NKD).  Of  the 
above-average  Chipping  Sparrow  reports  this 
season,  highlights  came  from  offshore  sites, 
with  7 at  Middleton  Island  13  Aug-29  Sep 
(USFWSl),  one  at  St.  Paul  Island  25  Sep 
(St.  Paul  Tour),  the  Pribilofs’  sixth  record, 
and  2 more  from  Gambell,  3 & 5 Sep  (PEL), 
bringing  that  locality’s  cumulative  site  total 
to  24  since  1998.  A single  Chipping  at  Ket- 
chikan 14  Sep  (AWP,  SCH)  was  considered 
very  rare  for  that  location.  A Clay-colored 
Sparrow  near  Ketchikan  21  Oct-21  Nov 
(ph.  JHL,  JFK,  AWP  et  al.)  fell  within  what 
is  becoming  the  normal  range  of  fall  dates 
for  this  casual  migrant  that  breeds  as  close 
as  ne.  British  Columbia.  Seven  of  the  now  1 1 
Alaska  records  come  from  fall.  Swamp  Spar- 
rows turned  up  in  above-average  numbers 
this  season  in  Southeast,  comparable  to  the 
species’  2010  showing,  with  at  least  10  ob- 
served across  Southeast  sites.  These  included 
one  at  Juneau  8-28  Nov  (ph.  NRH),  2 at  Sitka 
14-16  Nov  (ph.  MRG,  RBB),  and  2 at  Katlian 
Bay  near  Sitka  10-12  Nov  (ph.  NRH),  with 

5 around  Ketchikan  3 Nov+  (AWP,  SCH, 
WTY).  Banding  operations  provided  more 
insight  into  the  occurrence  of  Song  Sparrows 
at  Middleton  Island,  where  the  species  has 
been  considered  casual  in  fall.  Two  in  fresh 
full  juv.  plumage,  showing  no  sign  of  molt 


into  first  basic  plumage,  were  captured  16 
Aug  (USFWSl).  These  banded  individuals 
were  then  sighted  with  ads.  through  the  end 
of  Aug,  with  up  to  3 seen  into  Sep.  Up  to 
4 were  observed  1-10  Oct  (USFWS2).  These 
data  strongly  suggest  that  Song  Sparrow 
nested  there  this  year.  White-throated  Spar- 
rows were  described  in  decent  numbers  from 
Southeast  at  Ketchikan,  Juneau,  and  Sitka  in 
the  usual  small  numbers  5 Oct-24  Nov,  with 
a high  count  of  7 at  Ketchikan  5 Oct  (m.ob.). 
Single  White-throateds  at  Kodiak  15  Nov+ 
(RAM)  and  at  Middleton  Island  1 Oct  (SCH) 
were  the  only  additional  sightings.  Three 
Harris’s  Sparrows  found  in  Southeast  this 
season  made  a strong  showing  for  this  very 
rare  fall  migrant  and  winter  visitor,  an  ad.  at 
Juneau  5 Oct  (ph.  NRH),  an  ad.  at  Ketchikan 
3-7  Nov  (ph.  NRH,  JFK),  and  an  imm.  at 
Klukwan  21  Nov-i-  (ph.  CPS),  a first  Haines 
area  record.  For  the  second  year  running, 
pugetensis  White-crowned  Sparrows  were 
located  at  Ketchikan  feeders,  where  at  least 
3 ads.  were  identified  20  Oct-18  Nov  (ph. 
SCH,  ph.  JHL,  AWP  et  ah);  more  informa- 
tion on  the  Alaska  occurrences  of  this  Puget 
Sound  basin  breeder  will  be  published  later. 

A Pine  Bunting  flushed  out  of  thickets  at 
St.  Paul  Island  2 Oct  and  was  re-located  4 
Oct  (ph.  DG,  St.  Paul  Tour);  both  of  Alaska’s 
prior  records  were  fall  birds  at  Attu  Island. 
This  season’s  only  Black-headed  Grosbeak 
report  came  surprisingly  from  Anchorage, 
where  a bright  imm.  was  photographed  at 
a local  feeder  10-11  Sep  (ph.  fide  WK).  Fol- 
lowing the  first  Alaska  report,  at  Middleton 
Island,  all  but  one  of  the  subsequent  doz- 
ens of  records  have  been  away  from  South- 
coastal  Alaska,  and  mostly  in  Southeast 
from  spring  and  fall.  It  was  a fine  year  for 
Bramblings,  especially  e.  of  typical  Aleu- 
tian and  Bering  Sea  hotspots.  Three  were 
encountered  at  Middleton  Island,  all  in  the 
willow  thickets,  with  a single  noted  29  Sep 
(ph.  AJL,  USFWS2)  and  2 together  11  Oct 
(LHD).  One  to  2 were  found  around  St.  Paul 
Island  2-23  Sep  and  then  arrivals  continued 
27  Sep  through  6 Oct,  when  the  peak  count 
of  23  was  made  (St.  Paul  Tour).  At  Gambell, 
up  to  3 were  seen  3-5  Oct,  with  one  linger- 
ing until  8 Oct  (DP).  Elsewhere,  2 arrived 
17  Nov  and  then  stayed  at  Seward’s  Lowell 
Point  through  the  period  (LHD,  SS,  CAG 
et  ah),  while  Dutch  Harbor’s  migrant  trap 
Strawberry  Hill  produced  a record  count  of 
10  Bramblings  2 Oct  (SLG,  AB). 

Completely  out  of  the  blue  was  the  male 
Dickcissel  that  showed  up  14  Aug-6  Oct  at 
a feeder  in  the  Bethel  area  (ph.  KM),  where 
the  boreal  forest  gives  way  to  coastal  tun- 
dra. A bird  photographed  at  Juneau  in  May 


2004  is  the  only  other  Alaska  report.  Two 
different  female-type  Purple  Finches  found 
Koerner’s  prolific  feeders  in  Ketchikan  5-29 
Oct  OFK)  for  this  season’s  only  report  of 
this  very  rare  fall  migrant  and  winter  visi- 
tor. Two  Evening  Grosbeaks  were  described 
from  a Wrangell  feeder  12  Oct  (KLC).  This 
nomadic  species  remains  as  a casual  visitor, 
mostly  in  Southeast. 

Contributors  and  observers:  B.  A.  Agler,  R. 
H.  Armstrong,  G.  S.  Baluss,  R.  B.  Benter,  A. 
Bowman,  P.  Brodie,  M.  G.  Burcham,  L.  & T. 

A.  Burke,  C.  Cacioppo,  K.  L.  Churchill,  R. 
M.  Corcoran,  L.  H.  DeCicco,  D.  F Delap,  B. 
H.  Demerjian,  L.  Devaney,  N.  DeWitt  (Inte- 
rior), J.  Dickrell,  R.  Dittrick,  T.  J.  Doyle,  N.  K. 
Drumheller,  T.  Egans,  R Eldridge,  D.  Erick- 
son, T.  D.  Eskelin,  C.  Ford,  D.  D.  Gibson,  R. 
E.  Gill,  D.  Gochfeld,  C.  P F Goff,  J.  R.  Goff, 
M.  R.  Goff,  S.  L.  Golodoff,  R.  J.  Gordon,  C. 

A.  Griswold,  B.  & F Haas,  C.  Harwood,  N. 
R.  Hajdukovich,  M.  C.  Harris,  S.  C.  Heinl 
(Southeast),  C.  Heitman,  J.  Helmericks,  P 
Hunt,  C.  Irrigoo,  K.  Johnson,  W.  Keys,  G. 
Kiefer,  M.  Kilcher,  J.  F Koerner,  A.  J.  Lang 
(South-coastal  Alaska),  P.  E.  Lehman,  B.  Le- 
kanof,  J.  Lesh,  J.  H.  Lewis,  S.  B.  Lewis,  J.  D. 
Levison  R.  E.  Lowell,  M.  A.  McCafferty,  G. 
MacDonald,  R.  A.  Macintosh,  D.  MacKay, 
D.  K.  MacPhail,  C.  Mannix,  J.  Mast,  J.  W 
Morse,  K.  Morgan,  J.  Neilson,  P H.  Norwood, 

B.  B.  Paige,  J.  Parks,  D.  Pavlik,  B.  H.  Pawuk, 

B.  Peluso,  L.  Pizzuto-Phillips,  A.  W.  Piston 
(Southeast),  J.  Pontii,  P Porchot,  D.  Porter, 
J.  Puschock,  C.  Ranney  L.  L.  Raymond,  M. 
Renner,  C.  Richardson,  S.  & A.  Ring,  K.  M. 
Ripley,  P.  A.  Rose,  G.  H.  Rosenberg,  S.  Sav- 
age, R.  L.  Scher,  D.  Schmerge,  S.  Schuette, 
M.  W Schwan,  S.  Shaw,  D.  W Sonneborn, 
St.  Paul  Tour  (S.  Schuette,  D.  Gochfeld,  R. 
O’Donnell),  K.  Stenek,  K.  D.  Stoltzfus,  W 
Stortz,  G.  P Streveler,  P M.  Suchanek,  C.  P. 
Susie,  K.  Tarbox,  T.  Tobish,  United  States 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service/First  Group  (US- 
FWSl; L.  H.  DeCicco,  N.  R.  Hajdukovich, 

C.  Wright),  United  States  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service/Second  Group  (L.  H.  DeCicco,  R. 
Dittrick,  T.  J.  Doyle,  S.  C.  Heinl,  A.  J.  Lang, 
A.  W Piston,  G.  H.  Rosenberg,  T.  Tobish), 
G.  B.  van  'Vliet,  E.  Waddell,  M.  L.  Ward,  S. 
Weltz,  Wilderness  Birding  Tours  (A.  J.  Lang, 
R.  Dittrick  et  ah),  R.  Winckler,  C.  W Wright, 
W T.  Young.  Referenced  specimens  (’^)  are  at 
the  University  of  Alaska  Museum;  referenced 
details  (t)  and  photographs  (ph.)  are  on  file 
with  the  Alaska  Checklist  Committee. 
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After  a hot  and  dry  July,  the  Region  expe- 
rienced more  variable  weather  through 
August  and  September,  with  upper- 
level  troughs  breaking  down  the  North  Pacific 
Ridge  on  a weekly  basis,  spawning  showers 
and  thunderstorms.  The  Ridge  reached  maxi- 
mum amplitude  in  the  beginning  of  October, 
creating  unseasonably  hot  and  dry  conditions 
everywhere.  But  by  the  third  week,  the  tran- 
sition to  more  active  autumn  weather  was 
complete.  The  first  snowfalls  arrived  earlier 
than  normal  across  the  northern  quarter  of  the 
province  in  October  and  pushed  southward  to 
cover  the  province’s  northern  half  by  the  end 
of  the  period.  Many  interior  locations  had  a 
snowy  Halloween,  but  then  all  areas  except 
those  east  of  the  Rockies  experienced  a milder 
and  drier  November. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Rare  in  Aug,  a male  Eurasian  Wigeon  in  eclipse 
plumage  was  a nice  find  at  Salmon  Arm  27  Aug 
(DC).  A male  Long-tailed  Duck  delighted  many 
birders  at  Okeefe’s  Pond.  Vernon  13  Oct-21 
Nov  (AG,  m.ob.).  At  the  Penticton  Yacht  Club, 
1 a female  Long-tailed  Duck  was  present  22  Oct 
i (CC,  KF).  Pacific  Loons  are  rare  but  annual 
j visitors  to  the  Okanagan  Valley.  One  was  pres- 
ent at  Tucelnuit  Lake,  Oliver  4-10  Nov  (CC, 
KF,  m.ob.).  An  imm.  Pacific  Loon,  was  at  the  s. 
end  of  Wood  Lake  in  Lake  Country  17-26  Nov 
(KF  m.ob.).  Rare  in  the  Fraser  Valley,  a Red- 
throated  Loon  at  Island  22  near  Chilliwack  30 
Oct  (GG)  was  unexpected.  Yellow-billed  Loons 
were  at  the  w.  end  of  Eaglet  Lake  in  Prince 
George  5 Nov  (Nancy  Krueger)  and  n.  of  Port 
McNeill  at  the  tip  of  Vancouver  Island  12  Sep 
Oared  Towers).  Rare  in  coastal  British  Co- 
lumbia, single  Clark’s  Grebes  appeared  at  the 
White  Rock  Pier  1 1 Oct  (Carlo  Giovanella)  and 


at  McMicking  Point,  Victoria  12-17  Nov  QC, 
m.ob.).  Brown  Pelicans  appeared  along  shores 
of  s.  Vancouver  Island  in  large  numbers  this 
fall.  They  began  to  appear  as  singles,  with  one 
at  Beechey  Head  10  Nov  (1C)  and  another  off 
Cordova  Bay  in  Victoria  12  Nov  (MM).  Eleven 
Brown  Pelicans  were  counted  from  the  Coho 
Ferry  near  Ogden  Point,  Victoria  18  Nov  (MR), 
and  nearly  a dozen  inhabited  the  breakwater 
at  Ogden  Point  for  several  days  after.  In  Howe 
Sound,  where  Brown  Pelicans  are  much  rarer, 
one  was  at  the  Squamish  Yacht  Club  20  Oct 
(Chris  Dale),  and  an  imm.  was  at  Porteau  Cove 
28  Oct  (Ken  Wright).  These  two  sightings 
could  well  be  of  the  same  individual. 

A Great  Egret  was  at  the  Vanderhoof  Bird 
Sanctuary  9 Sep  (CA,  CCo);  an  annual  rarity 
in  s.  British  Columbia,  the  species  is  still  very 
rare  in  the  n.  half  of  the  province.  In  Abbots- 
ford, an  imm.  Black-crowned  Night-Heron  was 
at  Hougen  Park  21  Oct  (RT).  Sabine’s  Gull  re- 
ports were  few  and  far  between  in  the  interior 
of  the  province  this  fall.  One  juv.  was  at  Nulki 
Lake  near  Vanderhoof,  9 Sep  (CA,  CCo),  and 
an  ad.  in  basic  plumage  was  on  the  mudflats 
at  Salmon  Arm  18  Oct  (TH).  A Little  Gull  was 
at  the  Ogden  Point  Breakwater,  Victoria  3 Nov 
(LH);  an  imm.  was  in  the  Fraser  Valley  at  Har- 
rison Lake  15  Sep  (RT).  A high  count  of  326 
Bonaparte’s  Gulls  came  from  Harrison  Lake  28 
Oct  (Chris  McDonald),  and  a first-cycle  Frank- 
lin’s Gull  was  there  27  Sep-3  Oct  (Kevin  Jones 
et  al).  Up  to  5 first-cycle  Franklin’s  Gulls  were 
at  Nulki  Lake  17  Aug-9  Sep  (CA,  m.ob.)  and 
5 also  along  Channel  Road,  Crested,  in  the 
Kootenays  4 Aug  (Oskar  Nilsson);  single  first- 
cycle  birds  were  at  Ken  Forde  Park,  Campbell 


River  30  Aug  (Wesley  Greentree),  at  Oyster  Bay 
near  Courtenay,  Vancouver  Island  2-6  Aug  (Art 
Martell),  at  Salmon  Arm  27  Aug  (DC),  and  at 
Kelowna  landfill  1 Aug  (CC).  An  ad.  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gull  at  the  Kelowna  landfill  1 
Aug  (CC)  provided  a first  record  of  the  species 
in  the  province  during  the  summer  months. 
An  exceptional  find  was  an  Elegant  Tern  at 
Cattle  Point,  Victoria  1-3  Nov  (SR,  m.ob.).  In 
the  Okanagan,  an  Arctic  Tern  appeared  along 
Okanagan  Lake  in  Penticton  15  Aug  (LN).  An 
Arctic  Tern  was  locally  rare  at  Harrison  Lake 
near  Chilliwack  15  Sep  (RT).  Parasitic  Jaegers 
are  always  an  exciting  find  anywhere  in  Brit- 
ish Columbia  away  from  the  ocean.  Up  to  8 
were  present  at  Harrison  Lake  in  Fraser  Valley 
15  Sep  (RT),  an  imm.  was  at  Nulki  Lake  9 Sep 
(NK),  and  an  ad.  was  at  Salmon  Arm  10  Sep 
(DC).  A juv.  Long-tailed  Jaeger  was  noted  at 
Island  View  Beach,  Victoria  8 Aug  (MM,  BM). 

Very  rare  in  the  fall  period,  a Black-necked 
Stilt  visited  Cowichan  Bay,  Duncan  18  Sep  (fide 
Jeremy  Kimm).  With  the  long-staying  Willet  at 
Tsawwassen  now  gone,  it  has  become  harder 
to  find  this  species  in  British  Columbia,  so  one 
at  the  White  Rock  Pier  23-25  Oct  (DT,  m.ob.) 
attracted  numbers  of  birders.  Perhaps  only  the 
second  record  for  the  s.  interior  of  the  prov- 
ince, a juv.  Wandering  Tattler  was  along  the 
Fraser  River  in  Lillooet  26  Aug  (JF).  In  Salmon 
Arm,  an  Upland  Sandpiper  was  seen  several 
times  at  Peter  Jannink  Nature  Park  30  Aug-2 
Sep  (DC,  m.ob.).  Near  Vernon,  a juv.  Hud- 
sonian  Godwit  was  a nice  find  at  Otter  Lake 
21-22  Aug  (CS,  m.ob.);  another  juv.  delighted 
birders  at  the  pier  in  Salmon  Arm  31  Aug-2 
Sep  (TH,  m.ob.).  A juv.  Ruddy  Turnstone  was 


Extremely  rare  in  the  Okanagan,  a juvenile  Red  Phalarope  was  found  on  Okanagan  Lake  at  Penticton,  British  Columbia 
31  October  2012.  Photograph  by  Laure  Neish. 


VOLUME  67  (2013)  • NUMBER  1 


143 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA 


at  the  Salmon  Arm  Mudflats  30  Aug  (DC),  and 
a juv.  Sanderling  was  there  27  Aug-27  Sep 
(DC).  A good  scattering  of  Sharp-tailed  Sand- 
piper records  came  from  coastal  regions.  A juv. 
was  at  the  McIntyre  Reservoir  near  Victoria  3-4 
Sep  (MM,  BM,  m.ob.);  an  unprecedented  15 
juvs.  were  counted  5 Sep  at  Pantage  Lake  near 
Quesnel  (Rod  Sargent,  Adrian  Leather),  where 
up  to  4 remained  until  23  Sep;  and  2 juvs. 
were  at  Robert’s  Bank,  s.  of  Vancouver  17  Oct 
(Mike  Tabak).  Two  juv.  Stilt  Sandpipers  were  at 
Robert  Lake,  Kelowna  9-30  Aug  (CC,  m.ob.);  2 
were  in  flooded  fields  at  the  n.  end  of  Osoyoos 
Lake  20-30  Aug  (DB);  and  one  was  at  the  To- 
fino  Sewage  Ponds  18  Aug  (AD).  Rare  in  the 
interior,  a juv.  Short-billed  Dowitcher  was  at 
Robert  Lake,  Kelowna  9-22  Sep  (CC  et  al).  An 
imm.  Red  Phalarope  was  a fantastic  find  near 
the  sternwheeler  S.S.  Sicamous  on  Okanagan 
Lake,  Penticton  31  Oct-2  Nov  (DCa,  m.ob.). 
Rare  but  annual  migrants  over  Vancouver  Is- 
land, 2 Broad-winged  Hawks  were  noted  at 
Redder  Bay  near  Victoria  8 Sep  (RS).  Two  more 
were  seen  circling  over  Beechey  Head  with  a 
kettle  of  Red-tailed  Hawks  at  East  Sooke  15 
Sep  (Robin  Robinson),  and  an  imm.  was  over 
Mount  Tolmie,  Victoria  21  Sep  QG).  An  imm. 
Gyrfalcon  frequented  areas  around  rural  Chilli- 
wack 27-30  Oct  (RT). 

DOVES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Northern  Hawk  Owl  reported  at  East  Sooke 
Park,  Vancouver  Island  6 Oct  (Aziza  Cooper) 
was  a great  find.  A Boreal  Owl  found  at  Chilli- 
wack 3 Oct  (RT  et  al.)  provided  a rare  valley 
bottom  record  of  this  typically  high-elevation 
species.  A Common  Poorwill  was  found  in- 
jured at  Burnaby  Lake  near  Vancouver  6 Nov 
(Roy  Teo);  the  bird  was  taken  into  a wildlife 
rehabilitator  and  released  later  that  evening. 
Not  only  is  this  an  ultra-rare  sighting  around 
Vancouver,  but  it  is  also  months  later  than 
most  previous  provincial  poorwill  records. 
Rare  in  the  West  Kootenay,  a male  Anna’s 
Hummingbird  visited  a feeder  in  Eauquier  6 
Nov  (GD  et  al). 


A relatively  rare,  irregular  visitor  to  British  Columbia,  this  fe- 
male Ruff  was  photographed  at  Boundary  Bay,  near  Vancouver 
7 September  2012.  Photograph  by  Mike  Tabak. 


Black  Phoebe  sightings  continue  to  increase, 
with  one  at  Dease  Island  in  Delta  9 Nov  (DT). 
Several  Tropical  Kingbird  sightings  came  in 
from  the  coast  this  fall,  with  one  photographed 
at  Blackie  Spit  in  White  Rock  20  Oct  (Al  Grass, 
Derek  Killby  et  ah).  Perhaps  the  same  bird  was 
found  at  Boundary  Bay  25  Oct  and  remained 
through  3 Nov  (Wes  Aslin,  m.ob.).  On  Van- 
couver Island,  a Tropical  Kingbird  visited  Cat- 
tle Point  1 Nov  (1C).  Another  was  at  Panama 
Flats,  Victoria  10  Nov  (RS  et  ah).  Regular  in  the 
province  but  still  worthy  of  mention,  the  usual 
sprinkling  of  Blue  Jay  reports  came  in  from 
various  regions.  One  was  at  the  Vaseux  Lake 
B.O.  in  the  Okanagan  8 Oct  (DB  et  al.);  anoth- 
er was  photographed  at  a feeder  in  Kamloops 
25  Oct  (fide  Rick  Howie);  and  in  Summerland, 
one  spent  the  fall  and  the  entire  winter  season 
23  Oct-t  (Laurie  Rockwell,  m.ob.).  Also  a regu- 
lar rarity  nowadays  on  the  Lower  Mainland,  a 
Western  Scrub-Jay  frequented  a neighborhood 
near  Grimston  Park  in  New  Westminster  13 
Sep- 12  Oct  (Ryan  Mackay,  m.ob.). 

Island  in  Richmond  held  British  Columbia’s 
much  anticipated  first  Cave  Swallow  11-18 
Nov  OF  JK,  PL,  m.ob.).  A very  rare  visitor  to 
the  lower  Fraser  Valley,  a White-breasted  Nut- 
hatch was  a good  find  at  the  Hope  Airport  6 
Oct  (RT).  In  Victoria,  a Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 


This  immature  Magnolia  Warbler  was  found  by  the  photogra- 
pher at  Mahoney  Lake  near  Okanagan  Falls,  British  Columbia 
11  October  201 2.  Photograph  by  LaureNeish. 


at  Swan  Lake  remained  through  at  least  4 Dec 
(SR,  m.ob.).  Canada’s  first  Citrine  Wagtail,  a 
first-winter  bird,  was  found  in  farm  fields  near 
Comox  on  Vancouver  Island  14  Nov  (Dave  & 
Adele  Routledge).  The  bird  was  seen  by  more 
than  a thousand  birders  during  its  stay,  which 
lasted  well  into  the  spring  of  2013.  Smith’s 
Longspur  is  a rare  species  anywhere  in  the 
province,  except  perhaps  in  its  small  breeding 
range  in  Haines  Triangle  of  nw.  British  Colum- 
bia. Three  seen  in  stubble  fields  near  Fort  St. 
John  26  Aug  (RC)  provided  a nice  local  record 
of  this  scarce  migrant.  Tennessee  Warbler  is  a 
rare  fall  migrant  in  the  Okanagan  Valley.  Two 
reports  came  in  this  fall,  with  an  imm.  at  Mill 
Creek  in  North  Kelowna  9 Sep  (CC)  and  an- 
other imm.  at  the  Winfield  Creek  Habitat  Pre- 
serve in  Lake  Country  21  Sep  (CC,  MF  et  ah). 
An  Orange-crowned  Warbler  spent  the  winter 
at  Penticton  Esplanade,  first  found  22  Oct  with 
a small  group  of  chickadees  and  juncos  (CC, 
KF).  Very  rare  in  the  Okanagan,  a first-fall  fe- 
male Magnolia  Warbler  was  photographed  at 
Mahoney  Lake  near  Okanagan  Falls  11  Oct 
(LN).  A very  late  Yellow  Warbler,  a hatch-year 
bird,  was  photographed  at  New  Denver  in  the 
West  Kootenay  16  Nov  (Linda  Norman).  At 
the  Vaseux  Lake  B.O.,  a Chestnut-sided  War- 
bler was  banded  15  Sep  (DB  et  ah).  Rare  in 
the  Hope  area,  a Nashville  Warbler  was  seen 
at  Hope  Airport  14  Oct  (RT).  In  Chilliwack,  a 
Nashville  Warbler  was  along  McLeod  Rd.  11 
Oct  (RT),  and  in  Princeton  a very  late  Nash- 
ville was  photographed  25  Nov  (Amanda  La- 
haie).  The  string  of  rarities  at  the  Hope  Airport 
continued,  with  a male  Black-throated  Blue 
Warbler  sighted  1 Nov  (RT).  Another  male 
Black-throated  Blue  was  at  Goat  Lake  near 
Powell  River  7 Oct  (PG).  A Wilson’s  Warbler 
along  Britton  Avenue  in  Chilliwack  6 Nov  (RT) 
was  locally  late  record.  Banded  at  the  Tatlayoko 
Lake  B.O.  was  a Black-and-white  Warbler  21 
Aug  (AB  et  ah).  Northern  Waterthrush  is  a rare 
but  annual  migrant  in  the  Vancouver  area.  One 


^ A The  season  was  again  an  invasion  year  for  Snowy  Owls.  The  first  reports  came  in  from 
JMthe  Fraser  Valley,  with  one  in  East  Chilliwack  4 Nov  (Dave  Beeke)  and  another  at  the 
Hope  Airport  4 Nov  (RT).  Numbers  then  began  to  grow,  and  1 5 were  tallied  at  Sandspit  on 
Haida  Gwaii  5 Nov  (Peter  Hamel).  In  Victoria,  several  spent  the  season  on  Trail  Island,  and 
others  appeared  at  Nanaimo  and  on  nearby  Hornby  Island.  What  made  this  season's  inva- 
sion special  is  it  included  the  interior  of  the  province,  while  in  most  years  the  coast  reports 
most  of  the  Snowy  Owls.  In  the  Central  Interior  of  the  province,  up  to  24  Snowy  Owls  were 
detected,  with  the  first  appearing  at  the  University  of  Northern  British  Columbia  in  Prince 
George  5 Nov  (Bonnie  Hooge).  By  the  end  of  the  season,  at  least  5 Snowy  Owls  had  died 
in  the  Prince  George  area  and  had  been  turned  in  to  local  conservation  officials.  In  the 
Thompson  Okanagan  and  Kootenay  areas,  Snowy  Owls  also  appeared  in  unprecedented 
numbers.  Unfortunately,  many  of  them  were  hit  by  vehicles  or  found  dead  of  starvation. 


144 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA 


was  seen  by  many  at  the  Reifel  Refuge  in  Lad- 
ner 1-14  Oct  (Brian  Self,  m.ob.).  The  Okan- 
agas  latest  MacGillivrays  Warbler  was  along 
Mill  Creek  in  North  Kelowna  28  Oct  (CC,  KF), 
A female  American  Redstart  at  Uplands  Park, 
Victoria  24  Oct  was  a nice  find  QG). 

Several  reports  of  single  Clay-colored  Spar- 
rows came  in  from  coastal  locations  where 
the  species  is  a rare  migrant:  Jordan  River,  s. 
Vancouver  Island  16  Sep  (LH);  Victoria  30 
Sep  (MM,  BM);  Hope  Airport  1 Oct  (RT);  and 
Fulton  Avenue,  West  Vancouver  5 Nov  (Alexis 
Harrington).  A Vesper  Sparrow  found  at  Colo- 
ny Farms  in  Coquitlam  15  Oct  was  of  interest. 
A Lark  Sparrow  on  Bailey  Rd.  on  the  Vernon 
Commonage  25  Nov  (TS,  AG  et  al.)  made  a 
very  late  record.  In  the  Fraser  Valley,  a Le  Con- 
te’s Sparrow  was  found  31  Oct  (RT);  the  spe- 
cies is  normally  found  in  British  Columbia  only 
in  the  Peace  River  area.  After  the  lack  of  Har- 
ris’s Sparrow  reports  in  falL/winter  2011-2012, 


it  was  nice  to  receive  several  reports  of  them 
this  period:  an  imm.  near  Tsawwassen  28-29 
Oct  (Rob  Lyske);  an  imm.  at  Hope  Airport  24 
Oct  (RT);  an  imm.  at  Chilliwack  23  Oct  (fide 
RT);  one  at  Panama  Flats,  Vancouver  Island  20 
Oct-26  Nov  Qeremy  Kimm,  m.ob.);  an  imm. 
near  Munson  Pond  in  Kelowna  18-29  Oct  (CC, 
m.ob.);  and  an  imm.  at  a feeder  in  Fauquier  in 
the  West  Kootenay  9 Nov  (GD  et  al). 

A first-winter  Rustic  Bunting,  British  Co- 
lumbia’s eighth,  was  found  at  the  Massett  G.C. 
on  Haida  Gwaii  19  Oct  (MH  et  al),  and  2 
Bramblings  appeared  20  Oct  at  Sandspit  on 
Haida  Gwaii  (Brian  Elder  et  al).  A Black-head- 
ed Grosbeak  at  Hope  Airport,  19  Oct  (RT)  was 
late.  Also  at  Hope  Airport,  a female-type  Cas- 
sin’s  Finch  was  seen  28  Oct  (RT);  another  Cas- 
sin’s  was  in  the  Fraser  Valley  at  Chilliwack  2 1 
Oct  (Joanne  & Bruce  Clayton).  In  the  Okana- 
gan, a female  Purple  Finch  was  noted  along  the 
Okanagan  River  Channel  at  Penticton  30  Oct 


(DCa),  and  2 females  visited  a feeder  in  Sum- 
merland  21-26  Nov  (David  Lane  et  al). 
Observers:  Cathy  Antoniazzi,  Avery  Bartels, 
Doug  Brown,  Dick  Cannings  (DCa),  Rus- 
sell Cannings,  Jon  Carter,  Don  Cecile,  Chris 
Charlesworth,  Christopher  Coxson  (CCo),  Ian 
Cruickshank,  Gary  Davidson,  Adrian  Dorst,  Ja- 
mie Fenneman,  Jess  Findlay,  Kyle  Fitzpatrick, 
Michael  Force,  Jeremy  Gatten,  Gord  Gadsden, 
Ann  Gibson,  Pierre  Geoffray,  Louis  Haviland, 
Ted  Hillary,  Jeremiah  Kennedy,  Nancy  Krueger, 
Paul  Levesque,  Barb  McGrenere,  Mike  Mc- 
Grenere,  Laure  Neish,  Steve  Roais,  Mary  Ro- 
bichaud,  Tanya  Seebacher,  Rick  Schortinghuis, 
Chris  Siddle,  Rick  Toochin,  Danny  Tyson.  O 
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571  Yates  Road,  Kelowna,  British  Columbia  VI V 2V5 
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Following  yet  another  cool  and  wet 
summer,  warmer  and  drier  conditions 
persisted  in  the  Region  from  August 
into  mid-October.  The  first  two-plus  months 
of  the  period  were  the  driest  on  record  for 
Spokane.  Comparatively  mild,  wet  weather 
prevailed  during  the  second  half  of  the  pe- 
riod, with  strong  storms  in  mid-October  and 
late  November  producing  major  inshore  sea- 
bird flights. 

The  parade  of  mega-rarities  that  com- 


menced back  in  May  reached  its  apex  this 
season  with  new  species  added  to  each  state’s 
list.  It  was  a plover  bonanza,  particularly  in 
Washington,  where  one  species  occurred 
for  the  first  and  second  time  a mere  month 
apart  and  another  species  occurred  for  just 
the  second  time.  Meanwhile,  Oregon  bird- 
ers were  documenting  a new  sparrow  for  the 
Region.  In  late  October,  it  became  nearly  im- 
possible to  ignore  the  allure  of  the  Westport 
area,  where  one  could  readily  enjoy  three  spe- 
cies seen  fewer  than  four  times  previously  in 
Washington. 

Although  sea  surface  temperatures  were 
about  average  throughout  the  period,  at- 
sea  counts  of  many  seabirds,  particularly 
tubenoses,  were  poor.  Offshore  reports  came 
from  two  cruise  ships,  three  day  trips  out  of 
Newport,  and  eight  day  trips  out  of  Westport, 
but  some  of  the  best  seabirding  was  done 
from  shore. 

Flights  of  inland  scoters,  northbound 
kingbirds,  montane  irruptives,  and  winter 
finches  ranged  from  above  average  to  spec- 
tacular (i.e..  Red-breasted  Nuthatch).  By  mid- 
November,  the  echo-invasion  of  Snowy  Owls 
was  showing  signs  of  being  stronger  than  the 
2011-2012  event.  Twenty-six  species  of  war- 
blers were  noted,  including  three  worthy  of 
boldface  print. 

Abbreviations:  Finley  (William  L.  Finley 


N.WR.,  Benton);  FR.R.  (Fern  Ridge  Reservoir 
WM.A.,  Lane);  Malheur  (Malheur  N.WR, 
Harney);  Nisqually  (Nisqually  N.W.R., 
Thurston);  N.S.C.B.  (North  Spit  Coos 
Bay);  O.S.  (Ocean  Shores,  Grays  Harbor); 
P.N.R  (Point  No  Point,  Kitsap);  PS.B.  (Port 
Susan  Bay,  Snohomish);  RT.  (Puget  Trough); 
Ridgefield  (Ridgefield  N.WR.,  Clark  Co.); 
S.J.C.R.  (South  Jetty  Columbia  R.,  Clatsop); 
WWR.D.  (Walla  Walla  River  Delta,  Walla 
Walla). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CRANES 

Two  Tule  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  (sub- 
species gambelli)  were  at  Fir  Island,  Skagit 
21-25  Oct  (ph.  RM),  and  6 visited  Samish 
Flats,  Skagit  26  Oct  (RK);  Washington  now 
has  about  15  records  (most  Sep-Dec),  almost 
all  during  the  past  eight  years.  This  season’s 
Emperor  Goose  winged  past  Boiler  Bay  5 Nov 
(PP).  Blue  Geese  again  fraternized  with  the 
s.  Skagit/n.  Snohomish  Snow  Goose  flock,  but 
only  2 were  noted  at  Stanwood,  Snohomish  2 
Oct  (MB);  5+  have  been  there  annually  since 
2007.  Two  Ross’s  Geese  in  e.  Washington 
were  about  half  the  seasonal  norm  there;  one 
summering  at  Coulee  City,  Grant  was  last 
seen  25  Aug  (MY),  and  another  visited  Duck 
Lake,  Lincoln  6 Nov  QD-  Three  Ross’s  on  the 
westside  11  Nov-i-  was  typical,  but  one  near 
Chehalis,  Lewis  15-20  Nov  (T.  Sisson)  was 
the  first  fall  report  from  w.  Washington  since 
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2004.  Inland  reports  of  Aleutian  Cackling 
Geese  (B.  h.  kucopareia)  included  14  at  Fir 
Island  21-25  Oct  (RM),  3 at  Sequim,  Clallam 
26  Oct  (BW,  SGM),  and  2 at  Fife,  Pierce  21 
Nov  (ph.  RM,  CW,  RS,  A.  Meyer);  over  recent 
years,  this  taxon  has  proven  to  be  somewhat 
regular  in  the  P.T.  during  fall.  Three  Dusky 
Canada  Geese  (B.  c.  occidentalis) , still  consid- 
ered rare  in  the  P.T.,  visited  Seattle  22  Oct 
(ph.  E.  Houston),  and  a flock  of  45  stopped 
at  Sequim,  Clallam  26  Oct  (BW,  SGM).  This 
seasons  WY  Brant  dropped  m at  Fernhill 
Wetlands,  Washington  3 Oct  (SN);  fewer  than 
5 per  year  stray  inland  in  Oregon.  A Bewick’s 
Swan  at  Juanita,  King  8- 1 6 Nov  (ph  RM)  adds 
to  13  pnor  records  for  Washington. 

Eurasian  Wigeons  are  rarely  noted  be- 
fore Nov,  thus  an  eclipse-plumaged  male 
at  North  Bend  11  Sep  (TR)  would  seem  to 
be  quite  early.  However,  some  Old  World 
dabbling  ducks  molt  later  than  their  North 
American  counterparts,  likely  resulting  in 
earlier  birds  being  missed.  Four  Eurasians 
in  e.  Washington  4 Nov+  approximates  the 
recent  fall  norm.  Another  male  at  Island  City 
26  Nov  (T.  Bray)  was  exceptional  for  Union' 
most  of  Oregon’s  eastside  reports  come  from 
the  Klamath  Basin.  A Mallard  x Northern 
Pintail  hybrid  inhabited  Juanita,  King  14-17 
Nov  (ph.  G.  Thompson);  this  cross  is  now 
found  annually  in  the  Region.  A seemingly 
early  Eurasian  Teal  x Green-winged  Teal 
appeared  at  Nisqually  25  Oct  (ST),  while 
another  at  Ellensburg,  Kittitas  11  Nov  (W 
Szelgia)  was  on  the  eastside,  where  this  cross 
and  pure  Eurasian  Teal  are  quite  rare.  There 
were  no  reports  of  “pure”  Eurasian  Teal;  the 
late  transition  from  eclipse  to  basic  plumage 


in  Asian  waterfowl  likely  explains  this  nega- 
tive data.  Overwintering  Tufted  Ducks  are 
increasing  all  along  the  Columbia  R.;  by  25 
Nov,  a male  enlivened  Priest  Rapids,  Yakima 
(MH),  and  an  ad.  male  Tufted  Duck  x scaup 
hybrid  (presumed  to  be  a returnee)  was  back 
at  Portland  where  it  wintered  in  2011-2012 
(AH).  Washington’s  third  Common  Eider,  a 
first-year  male  of  subspecies  v-nigra,  inhab- 
ited Westport,  Grays  Harbor  19-30  Oct  (ph. 
S.  Hagen,  A.  Hagen).  A flyby  subadult  male 
eider  at  Boiler  Bay  12  Nov  (PP)  was  thought 
to  be  a Common  but  could  not  be  positively 
identified;  Common  Eider  remains  undocu- 
mented in  Oregon. 

The  inland  flight  of  Surf  Scoters  was  again 
impressive,  with  45  noted  in  e.  Washington 
23  Sep+  (25  is  average  for  fall).  Seventy  more 
Surfs  were  in  e.  Oregon  14  Oct-22  Nov,  and 
another  57  were  away  from  salt  water  in  w. 
Oregon.  Twenty-four  White-winged  Scoters 
in  e.  Washington  23  Sep+  was  about  triple 
the  norm.  Just  9 inland  White-wingeds  were 
reported  from  Oregon  24  Oct+,  with  all  but 
2 on  the  eastside.  Inland  w.  Washington  Surf 
and  White -winged  Scoters  away  from  the  P.T. 
were  difficult  to  quantify,  as  the  lone  report 
mentioned  “a  couple  dozen  scoters”  near 
Stevenson,  Skamania  22  Oct  without  specific 
numbers.  Six  Black  Scoters  in  e.  Washington 
23  Oct-17  Nov  was  extraordinary  given  that 
there  were  only  10  prior  records  for  this  area; 
singles  were  at  Bank  Lake,  Grant  23  Oct 
(MY),  at  Lake  Lenore,  Grant  26  Oct  (MY), 
and  at  Wallula  14-17  Nov  (first  for  Walla 
Walla',  B.  Derting),  and  a group  of  3 inhab- 
ited Vantage,  Kittitas  28  Oct  (ph.  E.  Heisey, 
S.  Downes).  In  Oregon,  single  Black  Scoters 


Shortly  after  Washington's  second  Wilson's  Plover  appeared  inland  in  Walla  Walla  County,  this  different  individual  appeared  at 
Grayland,  Pacific  County  2 (here  4)  October  through  2 November  201 2.  This  Grayland  bird  was  found  about  400  kilometers  north  of 
Bandon,  Oregon,  which  has  the  only  other  record  for  the  Pacific  Northwest,  from  September  1 998.  Photograph  by  K.  Slettebak. 


stopped  at  Wickiup  Reservoir,  Deschutes  6 
Nov  (LR)  and  Philomath,  Benton  (WDR). 
Eastern  Washington’s  6 Long-tailed  Ducks  2 1 
Oct-17  Nov  was  about  normal,  but  6 from 
four  inland  locations  was  highly  unusual  for 
Oregon,  where  southbound  birds  are  barely 
annual  away  from  salt  water. 

Southbound  flights  of  Pacific  Loons 
peaked  off  the  cen.  Oregon  coast  21-22 
Nov;  up  to  500  per  minute  passed  off  Boiler 
Bay  21  Nov  (PP)  and  n.  Lane  22  Nov  (AC). 
The  annual  gathering  of  Common  Loons  at 
Wickiup  Reservoir,  Deschutes  peaked  at  182 
birds  26  Oct  (PL);  all-time  high  counts  from 
this  locale  have  topped  400.  If  southbound, 
a Yellow-billed  Loon  at  Depoe  Bay,  Lincoln 
19  Aug  (L.  Norgren)  was  spectacularly  early, 
while  another  at  Westport,  Grays  Harbor  22 
Sep  (RS,  BL)  was  more  than  a month  ahead 
of  schedule;  Yellow-billeds  have  summered 
in  the  Region,  but  wintering  birds  rarely  ap- 
pear before  Nov.  Three  Yellow-billeds  in  w. 
Washington  27  Nov+  represented  a typical 
fall.  The  annual  assemblage  of  Eared  Grebes 
at  Lake  Abert,  Lake  peaked  at  36,120  on  14 
Sep  (SD).  Western  Washington’s  only  coast- 
al Clark’s  Grebe  was  at  Tokeland,  Pacific  6 
Oct-11  Nov  (BS).  Although  mixed  pairs  of 
Aechmorphus  grebes  can  be  found  at  ER.R. 
and  other  Regional  breeding  sites.  Western 
Grebe  x Clark’s  Grebe  hybrids  are  rarely  re- 
ported, so  singles  at  O.S.  18  Oct  (C.  Putnam, 
S.  Fitzgerald)  and  Magnuson  Park,  King  17 
Nov  (E.  Houston)  were  noteworthy. 

Washington’s  2 Laysan  Albatrosses  were 
off  Westport  7-8  Sep  (BL,  RS).  In  Oregon, 
singles  were  off  Curfy  2 Oct  (N.  Budnitz, 
D.W  Sonneborn)  and  Newport  6 Oct  (GG). 
This  season’s  Short-tailed  Albatross  was  a 
juv.  36  km  w.  of  Cape  Blanco,  Curry  2 Oct 
(tN.  Budnitz,  D.  W.  Sonneborn).  The  high 
count  for  Black-footed  Albatross  was  286  off 
Newport  6 Oct  (GG),  but  Westport  pelagics 
averaged  a mere  50  per  trip,  with  a high  of 
105.  Two  Mottled  Petrels  inshore  at  Boiler 
Bay  21  Nov  (tPP)  appeared  in  the  wake  of  a 
strong  storm  system.  Up  to  3 Cook’s  Petrels 
were  seen  from  a cruise  ship  off  of  s.  Curry  25 
Sep  QW  et  al);  this  species  has  been  report- 
ed many  times  off  Oregon,  but  only  two  re- 
ports have  been  accepted  by  the  Oregon  Bird 
Records  Committee.  Shearwater  numbers  off 
Washington  were  a mixed  bag.  Respectable 
counts  of  Pink-footed  Shearwater — e.g., 
419  per  trip  out  of  Westport — were  in  stark 
contrast  to  the  seasonal  totals  of  one  Flesh- 
footed Shearwater  and  the  mere  24  Buller’s 
Shearwaters  seen  during  the  same  eight 
voyages;  fall  Westport  trips  often  produce 
double-digit  counts  of  Flesh-footeds,  and  24 
Buller’s  per  trip  would  still  be  considered  sub- 
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Wiliapa  Bay,  Pacific  County,  Washington  seems  to  be  a magnet  for  Bar-tailed  Godwits  and  is  arguably  the  most  reliable  place  in  the 
Lower  48  states  to  see  this  species.  During  fall  and  winter  high  tides,  hundreds  of  Marbled  Godwits  roost  on  the  docks  in  the  boat 
basin  at  Tokeland,  which  lies  on  the  north  side  of  the  bay  mouth.  In  most  years,  one  or  more  Bar-taileds  can  be  found  hidden  among 
the  swarms  of  larger  Marbleds.  This  is  one  of  two  juveniles  that  were  at  Tokeland  on  27  October  2012.  Photograph  by  David  Irons. 


par.  The  numbers  of  Buffer’s  encountered  off 
Oregon  were  equaffy  disheartening,  with  aff 
three  trips  out  of  Newport  taffying  just  2;  by 
comparison,  70  off  Coos  Bay  29  Aug  (TR)  was 
an  anomaty.  Four  Manx  Shearwaters  detected 
from  shore  4 Aug-6  Oct  was  typicaf  of  recent 
autumns.  A Leach’s  Storm-Petref  at  Port  Susan 
Bay,  22  Oct  was  Island’s  first  (RM),  and  an- 
other was  found  dead  at  PN.P.  29  Oct  (VN); 
Leach’s  are  very  rare  in  the  RT.,  where  most 
records  occur  mid-Oct-mid-Nov.  During  a 
7.5-hour  post-storm  seawatch,  roughfy  350 
Leach’s  passed  Boifer  Bay  22  Nov  (PP);  farge 
inshore  ffights  of  Leach’s  are  afmost  afways 
storm  driven. 

Given  that  there  were  just  10  prior  records 
of  Brown  Booby  for  the  Region,  four  reports 
in  a singfe  season  is  astounding.  Three  in 
Oregon  included  a bird  of  unreported  age  48 
km  off  Curry  8 Aug  (fide  L.  Mifler),  an  ad.  40 
km  w.  of  Depoe  Bay,  Lincoln  6 Oct  (RN,  GG, 
NS,  ph.)  and  a juv.  at  Boifer  Bay  16  Oct  (PP). 
Washington’s  seventh  Brown  Booby  was  at 
I West  Point,  King/Kitsap  18  Nov  (TG.  Oliver, 

I O.  Oliver);  surprisingly,  four  out  of  the  seven 
j Washington  records  have  now  come  from  the 
RT.  With  the  establishment  of  a breeding  col- 
ony in  the  lower  Columbia  River,  American 
White  Pelicans  are  becoming  more  common- 
j place  in  sw.  Washington.  This  fall’s  reports 
1 included  3 at  Ridgefield  2 Aug  (G.  Neavoll), 
ij  one  at  Chinook,  Pacific  25  Aug  0-  Lamberson, 


K.  Lamberson),  and  19  near  Vancouver,  Clark 
17  Oct  0-  Sanford).  Decidedly  rarer  were  2 at 
Nisqually  2 Aug  (T.  Varela)  and  a late  single 
on  the  coast  at  Midway  Beach,  Pacific  24  Nov 
(ph.  C.  McHugh).  Ten  Brown  Pelicans  in  the 
RT.  2 Aug-24  Nov  was  about  par  for  recent 
falls,  with  a maximum  of  3 at  Edmonds, 
Snohomish  15  Nov  (P.  Carr).  A major  south- 
bound flight  of  7000-1-  Brown  Pelicans  passed 
Boiler  Bay  16  Oct  (PP).  A presumed  storm- 
blown  Brown  Pelican  flew  over  Portland’s 
West  Hills  23  Nov  QW);  a strong  system  had 
battered  the  Oregon  coast  two  days  earlier. 

Oregon’s  seventh  Little  Blue  Heron  en- 
livened Frenchglen,  Harney  21  Sep-5  Oct 
(CK,  PS,  m.ob.).  In  recent  years.  Snowy 
Egrets  have  been  annual  visitors  to  the  WV; 
this  season’s  bird  inhabited  Smith  Lake  in  n. 
Portland  11-20  Nov  (T.  Anderson,  AH,  CH). 
Conversely,  the  lone  Cattle  Egret  of  the  fall 
was  at  Brownsmead,  Clatsop  12-23  Nov  (L. 
Cain,  E.  Cain).  Formerly,  double-digit  fall/ 
vhnter  tallies  of  this  species  were  expected  in 
the  Region,  but  they  are  now  not  quite  an- 
nual. Wayward  White-faced  Ibis  are  excep- 
tionally rare  in  Washington  and  w.  Oregon 
during  fall,  thus  singles  at  Pistol  River,  Curry 
10  Aug  (CM,  MM),  Agate  Lake,  Jackson  25 
Aug  QT),  ER.R.  22  Sep  (L.  Gilbert),  Yakima 
R.  Delta,  Benton  2-3  Oct  (B.  Woodley),  and 
Moses  Lake,  Grant  18  Oct  0-  Buchanan)  were 
all  noteworthy. 


A White-tailed  Kite  that  strayed  n.  to 
Sequim,  Clallam  7 Aug  (ph.  I.  Kilpatrick) 
was  the  only  one  noted  in  w.  Washington  this 
fall.  The  small  but  stable  population  of  kites 
that  formerly  inhabited  sw.  Washington  all 
but  disappeared  in  the  wake  of  a prolonged 
freeze  during  the  winter  of  2008-2009,  but 
even  then,  kites  were  extremely  rare  n.  to 
the  Puget  Trough.  A White-tailed  Kite  at 
Klamath  Marsh  N.W.R.,  Klamath  20  Oct  (J. 
Van  Moorhem)  adds  to  several  recent  re- 
ports from  Oregon’s  eastside,  where  this  spe- 
cies was  formerly  very  rare.  Four  Northern 
Goshawks  detected  in  w.  Oregon  10  Aug-21 
Oct  was  above  average.  Although  9 Red- 
shouldered Hawks  in  sw.  Washington  7 Aug-i- 
represents  the  new  norm  for  fall,  this  species 
remains  rare  elsewhere  in  the  state.  Farther 
n.,  a Red-shouldered  at  Skokomish  Valley 
2 Nov  (BT,  W Johnson)  provided  Mason’s 
first,  and  another  \asited  Tokeland,  Pacific 
23-24  Nov  (ph.  C.  McHugh).  Five  eastside 
and  3 westside  Broad-winged  Hawks  were 
reported  away  from  the  Chelan  Ridge  and 
Bonney  Butte  hawkwatches,  where  annual. 
Washington  now  has  about  25  accepted  re- 
cords, but  many  sightings  from  Chelan  Ridge, 
which  had  4 this  season  (fide  K.  WoodrufO, 
have  not  been  documented  or  submitted  to 
the  Washington  Bird  Records  Committee, 
which  still  reviews  reports  of  this  species. 
Concentrations  of  50-i-  Swainson’s  Hawks  are 
somewhat  routine  mid-Aug-mid-Sep  in  the 
Columbia  Basin,  but  115  near  Fishhook  S.R, 
Walla  Walla  29  Aug  (BW,  RM,  RS)  is  presum- 
ably a record  count  for  Washington.  Single 
Swainson’s  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Skamania  1 
Sep  (WC)  and  Ridgefield  14  Oct  (R.  Moyer) 
were  in  w.  Washington,  where  not  annual. 
Single  Swainson’s  at  Harrisburg,  Linn  18 
Aug  (E.  Hertz)  and  s.  of  Peoria,  Linn  16  Sep 
(M.  Nikas)  were  in  the  WV,  where  now  an- 
nual in  fall.  Western  Washington’s  second 
and  third  fall  reports  of  Ferruginous  Hawk 
came  from  Windy  Gap,  King  8 Sep  (ph.  O. 
Olliver,  G.  Olliver)  and  Ridgefield  10  Sep 
(RH);  there  were  just  eight  prior  records  for 
w.  Washington,  with  all  but  two  from  Apr.  A 
Ferruginous  found  w.  of  McMinnville,  Yamhill 
1 Oct  ultimately  wintered  (CK,  PS).  Although 
the  Common  Gallinule  at  Agate  Reservoir, 
Jackson  9 Aug  (ph.  R.  Browning)  was  the 
Region’s  thirteenth  (all  in  Oregon),  this  is  a 
fall  season  first;  aside  from  two  in  Dec,  all 
other  records  have  come  during  May. 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Both  golden-plovers  showed  poorly 
Regionwide.  Just  14  American  Golden- 
Plovers  were  noted  30  Aug-r,  including  a 
nearly  record-late  (for  Washington)  lingerer 
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A month  earlier  than  any  of  the  previous  sixteen  records  for  this  species  in  Washington, 
this  Slaty-backed  Gull  inhabited  Tacoma,  Pierce  County  8 October  2012  through  the 
end  of  the  season.  Photograph  by  Michael  Charest. 


at  Fort  Flagler,  Jejfferson  10-16  Nov 
(P.  Vanderheul);  none  were  on  the 
eastside,  where  3 per  fall  is  typical. 

Fourteen  Pacific  Golden-Plovers 
detected  1 Aug-2  Nov  was  dismal; 
the  Regional  average  was  60  per 
fall  2000-2010.  The  back-to-back 
discoveries  of  Washington’s  first 

2 Wilson’s  Plovers  rank  among 
that  state’s  most  astounding  bird 
records.  The  first,  which  enjoyed 
a short  stint  as  the  northernmost 
ever  found  in  w.  North  America, 
appeared,  unbelievably,  400  km 
from  the  nearest  ocean  beach  at 
Bennington  Lake,  Walla  Walla  26 
Aug-4  Sep  (ph.  MLD,  MDT  A 
mere  month  later,  a second  individual  (veri- 
fied hy  comparing  photographs),  showed 
up  at  Grayland,  Pacific  2 Oct-2  Nov  (ph.  K. 
Slettebak).  The  Grayland  bird  was  about  400 
km  n.  of  Bandon,  where  the  Region’s  only 
other  Wilson’s  Plover  occurred  in  Sep  1998; 
all  but  one  of  California’s  records  have  come 
from  coastal  locations,  and  that  state  has  no 
records  n.  of  Monterey.  Washington’s  second 
Lesser  Sand-Plover  graced  O.S.  29-30  Aug 
(J.  Flouston,  M.  Ahlness).  The  first  was  at 
the  same  location  in  late  Aug  2011;  this  is 
the  seventh  for  the  Region.  Oregon’s  second 
and  the  Region’s  third  Piping  Plover  visited 
the  Siuslaw  R.  mouth.  Lane  (tD.  Stotz).  A 
Black  Oystercatcher  at  Lake  Washington, 
King  20  Oct  (ph.  D.  Flepp)  is  one  of  few  ever 
recorded  away  from  rocky  marine  environs; 
Washington’s  other  inland  records  include  3 
in  Skagit  Sep  2005  and  one  on  the  eastside 
in  Yakima  in  Jan  1947.  A flock  of  85  Black 
Oystercatchers  at  Swinonish  Channel,  Skagit 
27  Oct  (D.  Porter)  made  a record  for  the  PT; 
the  handful  of  higher  counts  from  the  Region 
have  come  from  the  outer  coast.  Reports  of 
single  Black-necked  Stilts  at  Langlois,  Cuny 
16  Sep  (TJW)  and  N.S.C.B.  20  Sep  (TR)  may 
have  involved  the  same  individual,  as  fall 
strays  to  the  outer  coast  are  exceptionally 
rare.  American  Avocets  have  become  increas- 
ingly regular  on  the  westside  over  the  past 
decade.  This  season,  singles  visited  Coos  Bay 

3 Sep  (PL),  Ridgefield  9-12  Aug  (L.  Topinka), 
and  Hoquiam,  Grays  Harbor  20  Aug-16 
Sep  (T.  Martine).  A Wandering  Tattler  at 
Foul  weather  Bluff,  Kitsap  13  Aug  (ph.  BW) 
was  in  the  PT.,  where  barely  annual.  With 
Upland  Sandpiper  apparently  extirpated  as  a 
breeder  in  the  Region,  the  species  is  detect- 
ed less  than  annually;  single  migrants  at  the 
Siuslaw  R.  mouth  24  Aug  (AH,  CH,  ES)  and 
near  Burns,  Harney  8 Sep  (WH)  were  the  first 
reports  of  southbound  birds  since  2008.  Two 
Long-billed  Curlews,  rare  in  the  PT.,  were  at 


Olympia,  Thurston  15  Aug-14  Sep  (ST,  M. 
Kizer).  Hudsonian  Godwits  are  barely  an- 
nual in  w.  Washington,  so  6 detected  this  fall 
20  Aug-21  Oct  was  astonishing;  all  but  the 
single  at  Blaine,  Whatcom  7 Sep  (P  Wegener) 
were  along  the  outer  coast.  Four  Bar-tailed 
Godwits  consorted  with  the  Marbled  Godwit 
flocks  at  Tokeland,  Pacific,  Bottle  Beach, 
Grays  Harbor,  and  Westport,  Grays  Harbor 
7 Aug-4  Nov;  away  from  this  section  of  the 
Washington  coast,  this  species  remains  quite 
rare  in  the  Region.  In  Washington,  eastside 
Marbled  Godwits  remain  noteworthy;  one  vis- 
ited Potholes  Reservoir,  Grant  26  Aug  (MY), 
and  Klickitat's  first  was  near  White  Salmon 
(SJ).  Single  Ruddy  Turnstones  at  Perch  Point, 
Grant  26  Aug  (MY)  and  FR.R.  2-29  Aug  (JS 
et  al.)  were  equally  unexpected,  as  this  spe- 
cies is  not  found  annually  away  from  salt 
water.  Fifteeen  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  at 
O.S.  17  Aug  (BW,  DW)  matched  the  previ- 
ous high  count  for  the  Washington  coast, 
where  formerly  considered  rare  in  fall.  Recent 
tallies  suggest  a coastal  status  closer  to  that 
in  the  PT.,  where  Semipalmated  is  an  un- 
common fall  migrant.  A White-rumped 
Sandpiper  at  O.S.  1 Aug  (ph.  CW,  A.  Meyer) 
was  Washington’s  seventh;  prior  records 
have  fallen  late  May-late  Jul.  The  Pectoral 
Sandpiper  flight  was  strong  Regionwide,  with 
westside  maxima  of  77  at  Fir  Island,  Skagit 

3 Oct  (RM)  and  61  at  FR.R.  19  Sep  QS);  55 
at  Lind  Coulee,  Grant  20  Sep  (MY)  was  the 
high  count  e.  of  the  Cascades.  Sharp-tailed 
Sandpipers  also  showed  exceptionally  well, 
with  19  recorded  30  Aug-24  Oct;  4 were 
near  Stanwood,  Snohomish  12  Sep  (MB);  and 

4 total  were  on  the  eastside  12-26  Sep,  where 
less  than  annual.  All  but  4 of  the  19  west- 
side  Stilt  Sandpipers  12  Aug-10  Oct  were  in 
Washington,  including  6 at  O.S.  25  Aug  (G. 
McWethy).  In  e.  Washington,  where  this  spe- 
cies appears  in  widespread  small  flocks  dur- 
ing most  falls,  the  single-site  maximum  was 


13  at  Sprague,  Lincoln  21  Aug  (MB). 

Ten  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  22 
Aug-2  Sep  marked  a return  to  near 
normal  after  a complete  no-show  last 
fall.  Buff-breasteds  are  less  than  an- 
nual away  from  the  outer  coast;  this 
season’s  lone  inland  report  came  from 
Fir  Island,  Skagit  28  Aug  (MB).  Nine 
Ruffs  29  Aug-9  Oct  approximates 
the  recent  fall  average.  The  annual 
gathering  of  phalaropes  at  Lake  Abert 
produced  the  season’s  high  counts  for 
troth  Wilson’s  Phalarope — 214,000 
on  10  Aug  (CG) — and  Red-necked 
Phalarope,  36,000  on  14  Sep  (SD).  ji 
A Red-necked  Phalarope  at  Union  |j 
Gap,  Yakima  27-28  Oct  (L.  Safford) 
was  nearly  three  weeks  late;  there  are  only  i' 
a handful  of  Nov  records  in  the  Region.  A ; 
single  Red  Phalarope  at  Philomath,  Benton  j 
27  Oct  (WDR)  made  the  only  inland  report. 
Despite  strong  storms  near  the  end  of  the  pe- 
riod, there  were  no  wrecks  of  Reds  along  the 
coast,  but  600  were  near  shore  at  Boiler  Bay 
21  Nov  (PP). 

Three  Sabine’s  Gulls  m the  PT  5-22  Sep 
was  about  average,  while  another  at  Julia 
Butler  Hansen  N.WR.  5 Sep  (M.  Willison, 

J.  Gatchet)  provided  Wahkiakum’s  first. 
Otherwise,  the  inland  flight  was  paltry,  par- 
ticularly on  the  eastside,  where  just  4 were 
reported.  One  at  Priest  Rapids,  Yakima  3 Nov 
(K.  Lucas,  M.  Giovanini)  represents  just  the 
second  Nov  record  of  Sabine’s  Gull  for  e. 
Washington.  A Little  Gull  at  Summer  Lake 
WM.A.  12  Aug  (TR)  was  Oregon’s  thirteenth. 
Most  of  the  Region’s  Little  Gulls,  including 
over  100  in  Washington,  have  appeared  at 
coastal  locations  or  in  the  PT.,  thus  it  is  star- 
tling that  a site  on  the  n.  edge  of  the  Great 
Basin  has  yielded  nearly  a quarter  of  Oregon 
records.  It  was  a banner  fall  for  Franklin’s  i 
Gulls  on  the  westside,  with  17  noted  4 Aug- 
1 1 Nov;  rarer  coastal  singles  visited  Hoquiam,  , 
Grays  Harbor  4-17  Aug  (GGe,  M.A.  Rossing),  | 
Newport  14  Sep  (ph.  G.  Davidson),  and  O.S. 

18  Oct  (C.  Putnam,  S.  Fitzgerald).  On  the 
eastside,  5 Franklin’s  in  Washington  7 Aug-6 
Oct  was  slightly  helow  average,  while  one  at 
La  Grande  6 Nov  (T.  Bray)  was  record  late 
for  Union.  Heermann’s  Gulls  strayed  inland 
to  Wickiup  Reservoir,  Deschutes  18  Oct  (LR) 
and  Monmouth,  Polk  1 Nov  (B.  Wagner);  the 
Deschutes  bird  adds  to  fewer  than  10  records 
from  the  Region’s  eastside.  A Slaty-backed 
Gull  at  Tacoma  10  Oct-i-  (ph.  M.  Charest)  j 
was  Washington’s  seventeenth  and  the  ear- 
liest by  more  than  a month;  it  ended  a sur- 
prising four-year  hiatus  for  this  species  in 
Washington,  where  it  was  found  every  winter 
2002-2008.  A first-cycle  Glaucous  Gull  at 
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Bandon  25  Aug-21  Sep  (M.  Wihler,  m.ob.) 
likely  oversummered  nearby,  as  this  species 
rarely  appears  in  the  Region  before  mid-Nov. 
Four  more  Glaucous  12  Nov-i-  was  about  half 
the  usual  seasonal  tally. 

The  inland  flight  of  Common  Terns 
was  anemic,  with  just  19  noted  from  e. 
Washington  10  Aug-15  Sep;  150-1-  are  re- 
ported there  during  most  autumns.  Common 
Terns  went  unreported  in  e.  Oregon,  while  21 
in  the  WV  19  Aug-1  Sep  was  a typical  show- 
ing. Arctic  Terns  are  less  than  annual  inland, 
thus  one  at  Portlands  Smith  Lake  19  Aug  (Dl, 
SF,  ph.  AH)  and  Skamania’s  first  at  Drano  Lake 
17  Oct  (ph.  G.  Mayfield,  WC,  L.  Carlson) 
were  noteworthy.  The  lone  westside  Forster’s 
Tern  was  at  Agate  Lake,  Jackson  on  22  Sep 
OT);  3 per  fall  is  the  norm.  Three  Elegant 
Terns  at  Seaside  31  Aug  (C.  Cunningham) 
coupled  with  800  already  gathered  at 
Brookings  on  the  s.  coast  (DM)  appeared  to 
foretell  an  invasion,  but  they  would  prove 
to  be  the  only  Elegants  detected  along  the  n. 
Oregon  all  season.  Meanwhile,  Elegant  Terns 
continued  to  pile  up  in  s.  Curry  into  mid-Sep, 
with  1200  at  Gold  Beach  11  Sep  (TR)  and 
800  there  16  Sep  (AC).  Although  200  were 
observed  flying  northward  past  Port  Orford 
21  Sep  (KA),  virtually  none  pushed  farther, 
as  evidenced  by  the  modest  high  count  in  the 
neighboring  county:  30  at  Coos  Bay  6 Sep  (R. 
Robb).  By  early  Oct,  they  had  mostly  evacu- 
ated Oregon,  and  only  7 remained  at  Gold 
Beach  by  7 Oct  (TR).  Although  Aug-Oct 
organized  pelagic  trips  and  a cruise  ship  in 
Oregon  waters  25  Sep  encountered  numbers 
of  skuas  and  jaegers  that  ranged  from  pedes- 
trian to  subpar,  Oct/Nov  storms  produced 
unprecedented  inshore  flights  at  Boiler  Bay. 
Three  South  Polar  Skuas  seen  there  on  21 
Nov  (PP)  were  highly  unusual,  as  skuas  are 
almost  never  seen  from  land  in  the  Region. 
Pomarine  Jaegers  dominated  the  show,  pro- 
ducing tallies  that  far  surpassed  any  prior 
land-based  counts  from  the  Region;  the  93 
that  flew  past  Boiler  Bay  16  Oct  paled  in  com- 
parison to  the  240  that  streamed  by  on  21 
Nov  (both  PP).  A Pomarine  Jaeger  at  Saratoga 
Passage,  Island  22  Oct  (RM)  was  rare  for  the 
Puget  Trough.  A Parasitic  Jaeger  at  Potholes 
Reservoir,  Grant  30  Aug  (MY)  the  only  report 
for  e.  Washington  this  fall;  one  at  Vancouver 
Lake,  Clark  4-5  Nov  (BT)  represented  a rare 
inland  w.  Washington  record  away  from  the 
PT.,  while  another  at  Point  Wilson,  Jefferson  8 
I Nov  (RM)  was  about  two  weeks  tardy.  Given 
the  earlier  migratory  window  for  Parasitic 
Jaeger,  very  few  were  involved  in  the  Boiler 
^ Bay  flights;  9 were  tallied  on  16  Oct  and  just 
2 were  noted  on  21  Nov  (PP).  Long-tailed 
; Jaeger  numbers  were  abysmal,  with  just  2 


all  season  out  of  Westport  and  12  off  Coos 
Bay  29  Aug  (TR)  representing  the  sum  total 
encountered  during  Oregon  pelagics.  A mere 
19  were  seen  from  a cruise  ship  in  Oregon 
waters  25  Sep  QW);  daily  counts  from  past 
Sep  cruises  have  been  into  triple  digits. 

Two  Scripps’s  Murrelets  were  48  km  off 
Newport  15  Sep  (GG),  and  another  was  off 
Westport  22  Sep  (RS),  while  yet  another 
out  of  Westport  23  Sep  was  left  as  Scripps’s/ 
Guadalupe  Murrelet  (RS).  In  addition  to 
jaegers,  Oct/Nov  storms  spawned  massive 
inshore  flights  of  alcids  at  Boiler  Bay.  Big 
numbers  of  Ancient  Murrelets  were  noted  in 
Nov,  with  375  at  Boiler  Bay  2 Nov  and  900 
there  21  Nov  900  (PP).  In  the  wake  of  the 
mid-Oct  storm,  6000  Cassin’s  Auklets  poured 
past  Boiler  Bay  (PP);  these  counts  may  repre- 
sent Oregon  records  for  both  species.  A few 
Cassin’s  stray  into  the  PT.  each  fall;  singles 
off  of  Edmonds,  Snohomish  5 Nov  (DD)  and 
Point  Wilson,  Jefferson  25  Nov  (DW)  were 
at  sites  where  they  are  nearly  annual.  Cruise 
ship  birding  continues  to  expand  our  un- 
derstanding of  the  distribution  of  Parakeet 
Auklets.  One  off  Curry  25  Sep  (JG,  TC)  is 
the  earliest  fall  record  for  the  Region.  This 
bird  was  followed  up  by  6 more  48  km  off 
Gold  Beach  25  Oct  (P  E.  Lehman).  Inshore 
records  of  this  species  continue  to  be  few,  but 
in  the  aftermath  of  a storm,  one  flew  close 
by  Boiler  Bay  21  Nov  (PP).  Nearshore  Tufted 
Puffins  become  scarce  after  early  Oct,  so  one 
off  Neah  Bay,  Clallam  10  Nov  (GW,  BT,  RS) 
was  noteworthy. 

A White-winged  Dove  at  Brookings  21 
Aug  (ph.  S.  Byland)  adds  to  23  prior  Oregon 
records,  nearly  two-thirds  of  which  have  oc- 


curred Aug-Oct.  Oregon’s  fourth  Common 
Ground-Dove  was  on  the  Wahl  family  ranch 
near  Cape  Blanco  16-20  Sep  (TJW,  JF,  ph. 
OS);  the  same  ranch  hosted  the  state’s  sec- 
ond ground-dove  in  Aug  2006.  Suggesting  an 
even  stronger  echo  irruption  event,  40  Snowy 
Owls  in  w.  Washington  8 Nov-r  and  11  in  e. 
Washington  compared  to  respective  Nov  tal- 
lies of  22  and  3 last  year.  This  irruption  was 
less  apparent  in  Oregon,  with  only  4 Snowies 
reported  there  at  the  period’s  end;  3 were  at 
favored  S.J.C.R.  16-28  Nov,  while  another 
was  in  atypical  habitat  near  Lake  Oswego, 
Clackamas  10  Nov  (ph.  H.  McCoy).  The  only 
westside  Burrowing  Owls  were  on  the  coast, 
with  singles  at  Charleston,  Coos  8 Oct  (KC, 
DL)  and  Bayocean  Spit,  Tillamook  24  Nov 
(AH,  CH,  ES).  Single  Long-eared  Owls  were  at 
Cutthroat  Pass,  Skagit  28  Sep  (GB),  Rockport, 
Skagit  2 Oct  (RM),  Bottle  Beach,  Grays  Harbor 
6 Oct  (CW),  and  Bellevue,  King  8 Nov  (fide  R. 
Rowlett);  only  a few  are  found  each  year  on 
the  westside,  mostly  in  winter,  but  detections 
seem  to  be  on  the  increase.  A dead  Common 
Poorwill  was  found  at  Portland  29  Oct  (S. 
Murphy-Santer),  and  another  was  found  alive 
at  Pacific  City,  Tillamook  17  Nov  (fide  MP); 
westside  birds,  often  found  dead  or  dying  in 
late  fall,  turn  up  about  every  other  year. 

A Black-chinned  Hummingbird  at  Padilla 
Bay,  Skagit  31  Aug  (ph.  C.  Scott)  provided 
an  extremely  rare  fall  westside  record.  Anna’s 
Hummingbirds  continue  to  push  eastward 
in  Washington,  with  a range  that  formerly 
ended  m Klickitat  now  extending  into  the 
Mid-Columbia  Basin.  This  fall,  impressive 
numbers  were  in  Walla  Walla,  where  1 1 were 
noted  3 Sep-30  Nov  (fide  M&MLD),  and 
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With  winter  just  around  the  corner,  perhaps  the  snowy  white  alkali  deposits  seen  in  this  image  looked  inviting  to  Oregon's  seventh 
McCown's  Longspur,  which  was  photographed  at  Borax  Lake,  Harney  County  19  October  2012.  Photograph  by  Noah  Strycker. 
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An  unprecedented  six  Tennessee  Warblers  were  found  in  Washington  in  fall  2012,  including  this  male  at  Neah  Bay,  Clallam  County  12 
November.  Photograph  by  Ryan  Merrill. 


singles  farther  e,  reached  Colville,  Stevens 
16-17  Sep  (W  Current)  and  Spokane  30 
Oct-25  Nov  (ph.  M.  Cashen).  Three  migrant 
Broad-tailed  Hummingbirds  were  reported, 
with  singles  at  Summer  Lake,  Lake  17  Aug 
(SD),  Steens  Mountain,  Harney  2 Sep  (SD), 
and  Malheur  (AC).  While  widely  presumed 
to  be  a migrant  in  se.  Oregon,  the  actual  sta- 
tus of  Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  remains 
murky;  unfortunately,  virtually  all  fall  re- 
ports involve  immature/female  types  with 
little  if  any  accompanying  documentation.  A 
tardy  Calliope  Hummingbird  visited  Mount 
Pleasant,  Skamania  19  Sep  (WC);  though 
rare  in  spring  and  generally  quite  rare  in  fall 
on  the  westside,  this  species  is  proving  to  be 
a somewhat  regular  migrant  in  Skamania. 
Lewis’s  Woodpeckers  again  showed  well  in 
w.  Washington,  where  now  annual  in  fall, 
with  8 noted  8-16  Sep.  The  only  Lewis’s  in 
the  WY  was  at  Finley  23  Sep  (H.  Herlyn). 
Multiple  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  are  now 
found  every  winter  in  the  Region,  but  they 
are  not  detected  every  fall;  this  season,  a 
juv.  was  at  Malheur  8 Oct  (AC),  and  an  ad. 
female  visited  Coos  Bay  18  Oct  (RN).  In  e. 
Washington,  Red-breasted  Sapsuckers  rarely 
stray  far  from  the  e.  slopes  of  the  Cascades,  so 
singles  at  Ephrata,  Grant  19  Sep  (ph.  MY)  and 
Davenport,  Lincoln  29  Sep  (ph.  M.  Cahen) 
were  worthy  of  mention.  A Red-naped 
Sapsucker  x Red-breasted  Sapsucker  hybrid 
at  Malheur  20  Sep  (AC)  was  the  only  report  of 
this  cross  away  from  areas  where  the  breeding 
ranges  of  these  species  overlap.  Black-backed 
Woodpeckers  rarely  wander  away  from  their 
mid-  to  high-elevation  coniferous  habitats; 
one  at  Davenport,  Lincoln  30  Sep  (J.  Acton,  C. 
Janett)  was  thus  unexpected. 

A Crested  Caracara  seen  along  U.S.  Hwy. 


97  near  Chemult,  Klamath  13  Sep  (IK.  Roche) 
represents  at  least  the  sixth  Oregon  record 
but  just  the  second  from  the  eastside.  Given 
their  lifespan  and  the  well-documented  wan- 
derings of  individual  birds  along  the  Pacific 
Coast,  it’s  hard  to  know  how  many  individual 
caracaras  have  been  involved  in  these  sight- 
ings. Six  Gyrfalcons  9 Oct+  included  4 on  the 
westside,  where  1-2  per  fall  is  typical.  An  ex- 
ceptionally early  Prairie  Falcon  was  at  FR.R. 
24  Aug  (JS);  this  species  winters  in  the  WV, 
but  returning  birds  are  rarely  detected  before 
Oct.  In  Washington,  5 were  noted  along  the 
Cascades  3 Aug-2  Oct,  but  there  were  no 
reports  from  the  westside  lowlands;  modest 
numbers  of  Prairies  follow  the  crest  of  the 
Cascades  during  southbound  migrations. 

PASSERINES 

An  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  near  Puyallup, 
Pierce  30  Sep  (CW)  was  the  latest  ever 
in  Washington  by  five  days.  Four  Least 
Flycatchers  30  Aug-2  Sep  matched  typical 
fall  numbers  for  e.  Washington.  Although 
there  are  just  three  prior  fall  records  for 
Dusky  Flycatcher  in  w.  Washington,  4 in  the 
Corkindale/Marblemount  area  of  e.  Skagit 
6-14  Sep  (RM),  combined  with  another 
Skagit  report  from  Sep  2010,  suggest  that  this 
species  may  be  a low-density  migrant  along 
the  w.  slope  of  the  n.  Cascades;  detection  is 
surely  hindered  by  the  difficulty  in  separat- 
ing silent,  hatch-year  Empidonax.  Just  where 
the  northerly  push  of  Black  Phoebe  will  end 
is  anyone’s  guess.  This  species  remains  rare 
in  Washington  away  from  Clark,  which  only 
recently  had  its  first  breeding  records,  but 
this  season’s  reports  from  Fir  Island,  Skagit  1 1 
Aug  (S.  Aslanian,  G.  Aslanian),  Nisqually  21- 
22  Aug  (G.  Davis),  and  near  Chehalis  29  Nov 


0-  Adams;  Lewis’s  first)  provides  evidence  of 
a continuing  range  expansion;  four  decades 
ago,  the  northern  end  of  Black  Phoebe’s  range 
barely  grazed  Jackson  along  the  s.  border  of 
the  Region.  Exceptionally  early  westside  | 
Say’s  Phoebes  appeared  at  Oregon  Dunes  | 
Overlook,  Douglas  (D.  Farrar)  and  Midway  [ 
Beach,  Pacific  7 Sep  Q-  Hebert);  the  latter 
bird  was  in  w.  Washington,  where  not  an-  i 

nual  in  fall.  Four  more  Say’s  in  w.  Oregon  j 

17  Oct+  exhibited  more  typical  timing.  This  i 
season’s  westside  Ash-throated  Flycatcher 
stopped  at  Newport  23  Aug  (R.  Bayer). 
Couch’s/Tropical  Kingbirds  showed  up  early 
and  often,  with  no  fewer  than  38  noted  20 
Sep-24  Nov.  Highlights  included  2 differ- 
ent  Sep  birds  along  the  s.  Oregon  coast  and  j 
unprecedented  numbers  in  w.  Washington; 
northbound  kingbirds  typically  arrive  in  Oct 
along  the  immediate  coast  and  rarely  stray 
inland.  Surprisingly,  5 of  14  Washington 
birds  were  found  away  from  the  outer  coast, 
including  the  easternmost  at  Lunimi  Island, 
Whatcom  2 Nov  (E.  Dahlstrom).  A migrant 
Red-eyed  Vireo  passed  through  Malheur  4 
Sep  (AC);  fall  migrants  of  this  species  are  not 
often  detected  in  the  Region.  Thirteen  Blue 
Jays  28  Sep+  was  slightly  above  average  for 
a non-invasion  year;  3 were  on  the  westside, 
where  barely  annual.  Rare  westside  Clark’s 
Nutcrackers  visited  Marys  Peak,  Benton  7 Oct 
(T.  DeFalco)  and  Discovery  Park,  King  16  Oct 
(A.  Bentley);  this  species  rarely  strays  w.  of 
the  Cascades  except  during  irruptive  events. 

A modest  irruption  of  Mountain 
Chickadees  produced  27  lowland/west- 
side  reports  29  Sep+;  only  4 were  noted  in 
Washington,  while  nearly  half  of  the  Oregon 
sightings  came  from  the  Portland  area  feed- 
ers. Six  Chestnut-backed  Chickadees  on  the 
Columbia  Basin  plateau  near  Quincy,  Grant 
27  Nov  + (MY)  were  far  removed  from  their 
expected  habitat.  Birders  all  along  the  Pacific 
Coast  spent  the  season  talking  about  Red- 
breasted Nuthatches.  During  Sep,  this  spe- 
cies often  out-numbered  all  other  passerines 
combined,  particularly  at  coastal  vagrant 
traps.  Within  the  Region,  the  most  surpris- 
ing numbers  were  noted  in  the  virtually 
treeless  Palouse  country  of  e.  Washington. 
Fifty  at  Davenport,  Lincoln  11  Sep  00.  25 
at  Sprague,  Lincoln  11  Sep  00,  and  25  at 
Washtucna,  Adams  16  Sep  (S.  Aagaard,  E. 
Cosey)  are  just  a sampling  of  the  numbers 
that  collected  in  various  small  towns.  Fifty 
Red-breasted  Nuthatches  on  Cascade  Head  4 
Sep  (PP)  was  the  highest  of  many  double-dig- 
it westside  counts,  and  nuthatches  were  still 
pouring  through  more  than  a month  later, 
as  evidenced  by  30  at  Cascade  Head  1 1 Oct 
(PP).  A Pygmy  Nuthatch  visited  Lyons  Ferry, 
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Franklin  30  Sep  (ph.  MLD),  and  2 inhabited 
Richland,  Benton  9 Sep-5  Oct  (ph.  L.  Ness,  R 
Paulson);  this  species  rarely  wanders  far  from 
Ponderosa  Pine  habitats  in  the  Cascades, 
Okanogan  Highlands,  and  Blue  Mountains. 
Late  and  out-of-place  House  Wrens  were  near 
Neah  Bay,  Clallam  10  Nov  (RS,  BT,  CW)  and 
at  Hayton  Preserve,  Skagit  17  Nov  (C.  Wood, 
R.  Kirk,  M.  O'Brien,  B.  Sullivan);  this  species 
normally  departs  by  late  September. 

Washington’s  second  and  the  Region’s 
seventh  Northern  Wheatear  enlivened 
Westport,  Grays  Harbor  26  Oct-5  Nov  (ph. 
P.  Birch,  J.  Bryant);  all  but  one  have  occurred 
early  Sep-late  Oct.  A Mountain  Bluebird  visit- 
ed RN.R  7 Oct  (ph.  J.  Riegsecker);  this  species 
is  less  than  annual  in  the  westside  lowlands. 
A well-described  Wood  Thrush  at  Whiskey 
Springs,  Jefferson  21  Sep  (TD.  Sutherland) 
would  be  Oregon’s  fourth  if  accepted.  A Gray 
Catbird  at  Marblemount,  Skagit  14  Sep  (RM) 
was  w.  Washington’s  seventh  in  fall,  all  since 
2006;  a migrant  at  Malheur  29  Aug  (TB) 
was  the  only  other  report  of  the  season.  All 
7 Northern  Mockingbirds  were  on  the  west- 
side  29  Aug+;  of  note  was  one  that  returned 
for  a third  winter  at  Alvadore,  Lane  25  Oct+ 
(D.  Brown).  Extralimital  and  slightly  late 
Sage  Thrashers  at  Hood  River  29  Sep  (WDR) 
and  Bennington  Lake,  Walla  Walla  9 Oct 
(M&MLD)  were  away  from  traditional  shrub- 
steppe  habitats;  this  species  has  normally 
departed  e.  Washington  by  mid-Sep.  Rare 
westside  Bohemian  Waxwings  included  one 
near  Ferndale,  Whatcom  25  Nov  (P.  Wegener) 
and  6 at  Table  Mountain,  Whatcom  27  Nov 
(K.  Lane).  Oregon’s  seventh  McCown’s 
Longspur  enlivened  Borax  Lake,  Harney  19 
Oct  (ph.  NS). 

An  Ovenbird  at  Malheur  6-9  Sep  (AC,  R. 
Rudolph,  TB)  was  the  first  southbound  bird 
in  the  Region  since  2008;  most  reports  come 
May-Jun.  Oregon’s  fourth  Worm-eating 
Warbler  skulked  in  dense  alders  at  Pistol 
River,  Curry  9-13  Oct  (DM,  RN,  B.  Wohlers). 
Five  southbound  Northern  Waterthrushes  25 
Aug-i-  included  3 on  the  westside,  where  they 
are  barely  annual  in  fall;  one  was  near  Bothell, 
King  25  Aug  (K.  Mack),  and  late  birds  were 
at  Millicoma,  Coos  12  Nov  (TR)  and  Bonney 
Lake,  Pierce  22  Nov+  (RS).  Washington’s 
fourth  Blue-winged  Warbler  visited  College 
Place,  Walla  Walla  4-5  Aug  (tMLD);  previous 
Washington  records  include  another  in  early 
Aug,  one  in  mid-Jun,  and  one  in  mid-Sep. 
Four  Black-and-white  Warblers  included  one 
at  Spokane  3 Sep  (tTL),  which  was  the  third 
of  2012  in  Washington,  where  one  per  year 
is  the  norm.  An  unprecedented  9 Tennessee 
Warblers  were  noted  22  Aug-12  Nov;  6 were 
in  Washington,  where  there  were  only  about 


26  antecedent  records.  Considered  less  than 
annual  in  fall  in  the  w.  Washington  low- 
lands, 3 Nashville  Warblers  were  detected, 
including  late  and  very  rare  coastal  singles  at 
Hobuck  Beach,  Clallam  21  Oct  (ph  BW,  DW) 
and  Neah  Bay,  Clallam  3 Nov  (ph.  RS,  BW). 
A Nashville  at  Goldendale,  Klickitat  3 Oct 
was  three  weeks  tardy  for  e.  Washington  (R. 
Baker).  Oregon’s  14  prior  records  of  Virginia’s 
Warbler  are  almost  evenly  split  between 
breeding  season  detections  in  far  se.  Oregon 
and  fall  birds  found  1 1 Sep  or  later,  often  n. 
and  w.  of  where  they  are  presumed  to  breed. 
One  at  Lake  Abert  13  Sep  (SD)  was  well  n. 
and  w.  of  any  known  nesting  outpost,  causing 
one  to  wonder  about  the  provenance  of  this 
individual.  A female  Hooded  Warbler  at  Lone 
Ranch  Beach  S.R  1 7 Sep  (tTR)  was  Curry's  sec- 
ond and  adds  to  14  prior  records  for  Oregon. 
Three  southbound  American  Redstarts  in- 
cluded Kitsap’s  first  at  RN.R  26  Aug  (VN);  sin- 
gles were  at  Rome,  Malheur  15  Sep  (TB)  and 
Malheur  8 Oct  (AC).  Single  Northern  Parulas 
at  Indian  Ford  C.G.  22  Aug  (S.  Senner)  and 
Fields  2 Sep  (TB)  were  the  season’s  only  re- 
ports. Three  Magnolia  Warblers  8 Sep-early 
Oct  was  a good  showing;  the  Region  averages 
1-2  per  fall,  almost  all  during  Sep-Oct.  Six 
Chestnut-sided  Warblers  1-14  Sep  was  su- 
pranormal;  all  but  one  was  on  the  eastside, 
including  Washington’s  twenty-fifth,  which 
visited  Richland,  Benton  3 Sep  (ph.  1.  Husa). 
Five  Blackpoll  Warblers,  all  on  the  eastside 
1-20  Sep,  was  on  par  with  recent  autumns; 
unlike  California,  where  Blackpolls  peak  in 
Oct,  nearly  all  OregoiVWashington  fall  birds 
are  found  before  1 Oct.  Three  Black-throated 
Blue  Warblers,  all  on  the  westside  16  Oct-18 


Nov,  included  the  eleventh  for  Washington, 
which  inhabited  Ocean  Park,  Pacific  26 
Oct-18  Nov  (ph.  R.  Ashley);  this  species  is 
one  of  the  later  fall  vagrants  to  the  Region, 
rarely  showing  up  before  early  Oct.  Nineteen 
Palm  Warblers  in  w.  Washington  14  Sep+  was 
without  precedent;  these  included  3 in  the 
P.T.,  where  less  expected,  and  a near-record  7 
around  Neah  Bay  3 Nov  (BW,  RS).  As  expect- 
ed, almost  all  of  Oregon’s  30+  Palms  were  on 
the  outer  coast,  including  daily  maxima  of  8 at 
Floras  Lake  23  Nov+  (KnA,  TR)  and  5 at  Cape 
Blanco  15  Nov  (TJW);  singles  at  Malheur  9 
Sep  (AC)  and  28  Sep  (K.  Anderson)  were 
on  the  eastside,  where  not  annual.  Oregon’s 
eighth  Yellow-throated  Warbler  was  near 
Sisters,  Deschutes  31  Aug  (S.  Shunk);  this  rep- 
resents just  the  second  fall  report  for  the  state. 
A Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  at  Kennewick, 
Benton  16  Sep  (T.  Greager)  was  the  only  re- 
port e.  of  the  Cascades  this  fall;  two  eastside 
reports  would  be  average.  A Yellow-breasted 
Chat  at  Bennington  Lake,  Walla  Walla  20  Sep 
(MLD)  was  nearly  record  late  for  Washington. 

The  discovery  of  a Cassin’s  Sparrow 
at  Floras  Lake,  Cuny  10  Oct  (ph.  RN)  fur- 
nished a long-predicted  first  for  Oregon  and 
the  Region;  this  is  now  the  northernmost 
record  for  Cassin’s  along  the  Pacific  Coast. 
After  being  scarce  the  past  few  falls,  a good- 
ly 9 American  Tree  Sparrows  were  detected 
in  w.  Washington  1 Oct-24  Nov;  Oregon’s 
lone  westside  bird  was  at  Millicoma,  Coos 
13  Nov  (TR).  It  was  a banner  fall  for  Clay- 
colored  Sparrows  on  the  westside,  with  16 
detected  29  Sep-10  Nov,  including  3 to- 
gether at  Ophir,  Curry  1 Oct  (DI,  SF);  just 
2 were  noted  from  the  eastside.  A Brewer’s 


A bit  bedragggled,  perhaps  indicative  of  the  cost  of  vagrancy  to  the  wet  and  windy  tip  of  northwestern  Washington,  this  Orchard 
Oriole  persisted  21  October  through  14  (here  12)  November  2012  at  Neah  Bay,  Clallam  County.  It  provided  the  seventh  record  for 
Washington,  with  all  but  one  record  occurring  September  through  December.  Photograph  by  Brad  Waggoner. 
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Sparrow  at  Mount  Baker,  Wliatcom  11  Aug 
(RK,  E Wegener);  was  highly  suggestive  of  a 
Timberline  (S.  b.  taverneri),  but  this  taxon  is 
rarely  identihed  away  from  montane  breed- 
ing sites,  from  se.  Alaska  to  nw.  Montana. 
While  small  numbers  of  dispersing  Brewers 
Sparrows  pass  through  the  interior  of  w. 
Oregon  each  fall  (mostly  in  Aug),  this  species 
is  extremely  rare  on  the  coast  and  anywhere 
on  the  westside  after  mid-Sep,  thus  single 
Brewer’s  near  Gold  Beach  6 Oct  (TR)  and  at 
Tillamook  14  Nov  Q-  Gatchet)  were  highly 
unusual.  All  but  one  of  10  migrant  Vesper 
Sparrows  in  w.  Washington  6-14  Sep  were  in 
Skagit,  where  this  species  was  formerly  less 
than  annual  in  fall;  improved  coverage  of  the 
Skagit  River  Valley  in  ne.  Skagit  has  changed 
our  understanding  of  their  status  in  w. 
Washington.  A Lark  Bunting  at  Cape  Blanco 
27  Aug  (TJW)  adds  to  about  22  prior  Oregon 
records.  The  360  Savannah  Sparrows  tallied 
at  Corkindale,  Skagit  10  Sep  (RM)  is  among 
the  highest  counts  ever  for  Washington. 
Single  Grasshopper  Sparrows  at  Lyons  Ferry, 
Franklin  30  Sep  (M&MLD)  and  Sprague  Lake, 
Lincoln  7 Oct  (ph.  B.  Bernson)  were  both  re- 
cord late  for  e.  Washington.  A Slate-colored 
Fox  Sparrow,  rare  w.  of  the  Cascades  at  any 
time,  graced  Corkindale,  Skagit  9 Sep  (RK);  a 
count  of  94  Lincoln’s  Sparrows  there  10  Sep 
(RM)  was  Washington’s  second  highest  ever. 
Swamp  Sparrows  showed  exceptionally  well 
in  w.  Washington  this  fall,  with  15  detected, 
while  one  at  College  Place,  Walla  Walla  1 Oct 
(MLD)  provided  a rare  e.  Washington  record. 
Harris’s  Sparrows  continue  to  be  scarce  in  the 
Region  during  fall;  6 reported  28  Oct+  were 
equally  split  e.  and  w.  of  the  Cascades. 

The  lone  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  of  the 
season  was  at  Malheur  30  Sep  (S.  Wright), 
while  4 westside  Black-headed  Grosbeaks 
12  Nov+  were  fully  two  months  later  than 
the  normal  departure  date  for  the  Region. 
An  Indigo  Bunting  at  Sauk  Prairie,  Skagit  8 
Aug  (tRM,  S.  Riley)  made  only  the  eighth 


A Type  2 Red  Crossbill  at  North  Cove,  Pacific  County  28 
October  2012  was  apparently  the  first  documented  of  this 
Type  in  western  Washington.  In  the  Pacific  Northwest,  they 
are  typically  found  in  Ponderosa  Pines  on  the  eastside  of  the 
Cascades.  Audiospectrograph  by  Ryan  Merrill. 


Washington  record  for  fall;  Washington’s  30+ 
records  are  mostly  from  Jun-Jul.  The  Painted 
Bunting  (Washington’s  second)  found  near 
Tonasket,  Okanogan  during  summer,  lingered 
through  3 Aug  (m.ob.).  Single  Dickcissels  at 
Cape  Blanco  28  Sep  (TJW)  and  Tillamook 
12-16  Nov  (ph.  S.  Norris)  add  to  15  prior 
Oregon  records,  roughly  half  of  these  from 
Oct-Mar.  A flock  of  8 Bobolinks  at  Finley  10 
Sep  (WDR)  accounted  for  nearly  two-thirds 
of  the  season’s  westside  tally;  5 more  coastal 
birds  2 Sep-4  Nov  included  Washington’s  lat- 
est ever,  found  at  Westport  4 Nov  (DW).  All 
5 Rusty  Blackbirds  were  in  Washington  17 
Oct+;  3 were  e.  of  the  Cascades  and  2 on  the 
westside.  The  Orchard  Oriole  that  inhabited 
Neah  Bay,  Clallam  21  Oct-14  Nov  (ph.  DW, 
ph.  BW)  was  Washington’s  seventh,  all  but 
one  of  which  has  been  on  the  westside  Sep- 
Dec.  A male  Baltimore  Oriole  at  Brookings 
22  Aug  (DM)  was  Curry’s  second;  it  showed 
up  in  the  company  of  a female-type  Bullock’s 
Oriole. 

A Pine  Grosbeak,  rare  in  the  w.  Washington 
lowlands,  visited  Tenino,  Thurston  18  Nov  (B. 
Sundstrum).  Carpodacus  finches  seem  to  have 
been  wandering  in  all  directions  this  season.  A 
californicus  Purple  Finch  at  Bennington  Lake, 
Walla  Walla  30  Oct  (MLD)  was  well  e.  of  its 
normal  range.  Conversely,  a vocalizing  Purple 
Finch,  at  Bradley  Lake,  Pierce  20  Nov  (tCW) 
exhibited  held  marks  consistent  with  the 
nominate  subspecies;  a bird  photographed 
in  Okanogan  Feb  2009  provides  Washington’s 
only  accepted  record  for  this  subspecies. 
Meanwhile,  5 Cassin’s  Finches  were  found  at 
westside  locations  away  from  the  Cascades  5 
Sep-25  Nov,  including  singles  at  Leadbetter 
Point,  Pacific  10  Oct  (ph.  RM)  and  Neah  Bay, 
Clallam  10  Nov  (CW,  RS,  BT);  these  repre- 
sent the  hrst  coastal  records  for  Washington. 
Huge  numbers  of  Red  Crossbills  were  along 
the  Oregon  coast  all  fall.  Flocks  numbering 
into  the  hundreds  were  widely  reported.  The 
highest  reported  count  was  1400  at  Heceta 
Beach,  Lane  22  Nov  (D.  Pettey).  In  years 
when  Hnches  are  on  the  move.  White -winged 
Crossbills  can  seemingly  show  up  almost 
anywhere;  one  at  Mount  Spokane,  Spokane 
4 Nov  (TO)  and  4 at  Davenport,  Lincoln  16 
Nov  (Jl,  G.  MacDonald)  were  out  of  place 
but  not  completely  unexpected.  By  mid-Oct, 
Common  Redpolls  were  showing  signs  of  a 
repeat  irruptive  performance  in  Washington. 
Early  westside  reports  included  a record-early 
bird  at  Ridgeheld  20  Oct  QD),  and  20+  were 
noted  at  six  locations.  Three  well-document- 
ed Hoary  Redpolls  were  detected  among  the 
hordes  of  Commons  invading  e.  Washington, 
including  singles  at  Steptoe  Butte,  Whitman 
25-27  Nov  (ph.  JI),  at  Mead,  Spokane  28  Nov 


Cassin's  Finches  were  found  in  coastal  Washington  for  the  first 
time  ever  in  autumn  2012.  This  bird  was  at  Leadbetter  Point, 
Pacific  County  1 0 October.  Photograph  by  Ryan  Merrill. 


(tTL),  and  near  Davenport,  Lincoln  30  Nov 
(ph.  Jl);  Washington’s  18  accepted  records  in- 
clude just  one  from  Nov.  A Lesser  Goldfinch 
at  Belfair,  Mason  2 Sep  (ph.  J.  Jackson)  was 
well  n.  of  the  species’  rapidly  growing  foot- 
hold in  Clark. 

Initialed  observers  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Knute  Andersson,  Nigel  Ball,  Gary 
Bletsch,  Tim  Blount,  Marv  Breece,  Wilson 
Cady,  Kathy  Castelein,  Alan  Contreras,  Tom 
Crabtree,  Jim  Danzenbaker,  Mike  Denny, 
MerryLynn  Denny,  Steve  Dougill,  Dennis 
Duffy,  Shawneen  Finnegan,  Bob  Flores, 
George  Gerdts  (GGe),  Jeff  Gilligan,  Greg 
Gillson  (thebirdguide  pelagics,  Washington), 
Denny  Grandstrand,  Adrian  Hinkle, 
Christopher  Hinkle,  Michael  Hobbs,  Wayne 
Hoffman,  Evan  Houston,  Jonathon  Isacoff, 
Stuart  Johnston  (Hood  River,  Klickitat),  Carol 
Karlen,  Randy  Knapp,  Dave  Lauten,  Terry 
Little,  Peter  Low,  Craig  Miller,  Marilyn  Miller, 
Steven  G.  Mlodinow,  Don  Munson,  Russ 
Namitz,  Harry  Nehls  (Oregon),  Vic  Nelson, 
Steve  Nord,  Tim  O’Brien,  Mike  Patterson 
(Clatsop),  Phil  Pickering,  Lew  Rems,  W 
Douglas  Robinson,  Tim  Rodenkirk  (Coos, 
Curry),  Em  Scattaregia,  Owen  Schmidt,  Ryan 
Shaw,  Bill  Shelmerdine,  Andy  Stepniewski, 
Ellen  Stepniewski,  Noah  Strycker,  John 
Sullivan,  Paul  Sullivan,  Shep  Thorpe,  Jeff 
Tufts,  Bill  Tweit,  Dan  Waggoner,  Terry  J. 
Wahl,  Jay  Withgott,  Charlie  Wright  (eBird), 
Matt  Yawney.  O 


David  S.  Irons,  6555  S.W.  Old  Scholls  Ferry  Road  #8, 
Portland,  Oregon  97223,  (llsdirons@msn.com) 

Brad  Waggoner,  7865  Fletcher  Bay  Road  N.E., 
Bainbridge  Island,  Washington  98110 
(wagtail@sounddsl.com) 

Ryan  Merrill,  1616 10  Street  W,  Kirkland, 
Washington  98033  (rjm284@gmaii.com) 
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This  was  an  outstanding  season  for  va- 
grants, especially  landbirds.  The  unde- 
niable highlight  was  a Common  Cuck- 
oo that  visited  Watsonville  Slough  in  Santa 
Cruz  County.  This  Eurasian  species  breeds 
east  to  Siberia  and  Japan  and  winters  only  as 
near  as  northern  Southeast  Asia  and  India.  Al- 
though it  occurs  annually  in  spring  and  sum- 
mer in  Alaska,  there  was  only  one  previous 
record  for  the  Lower  48  and  no  previous  fall 
record  for  North  America. 

The  strong  showing  of  vagrants  this  season 
was  a fitting  farewell  to  one  of  the  bright- 
eyed observers  who  first  discovered  the  phe- 
nomenon of  avian  vagrancy  in  California  in 
the  1960s.  That  observer  was  Rich  Stallcup. 
When  Rich  passed  away  on  15  December 
2012,  we  didn’t  just  lose  one  of  the  giants  of 
California  birding.  We  lost  a teacher,  a men- 
tor, a friend,  and  a crusader  for  the  natural 
world.  He  taught  us  that  every  bird  was  dif- 
ferent, that  every  bird  mattered.  He  devoted 
, his  life  to  understanding  and  protecting  birds 
and  other  wild  things,  and  he  shared  that  un- 
derstanding and  ethic  with  anyone  who  cared. 
Rich  was  always  in  the  field,  observing  and  ap- 
I preciating  life.  His  many  hours  outdoors  only 
partly  explain  the  fact  that  he  contributed  bird 
records  to  more  Northern  California  Regional 
reports  than  anyone  in  the  history  of  this  pub- 
lication. His  outpouring  of  records  also  had  to 
do  with  his  remarkable  capacity  to  anticipate 
birds  before  seeing  them.  This  otherworldly 
skill  came  from  a deep  understanding  of  the 
ways  and  means  by  which  weather,  habitat 
needs,  food  habits,  and  behaviors  influence 
the  occurrence  of  birds.  Rich  co-founded  the 


Point  Reyes  Bird  Observatory  in  1965;  served 
as  a Regional  Editor  of  this  publication  for  1 1 
seasons,  from  Eebruary  1972  to  August  1976; 
and  was  honored  with  American  Birding  As- 
sociation’s Ludlow  Griscom  Award  in  2002 
for  outstanding  contributions  to  American 
ornithology.  One  of  Rich’s  most  celebrated  at- 
tributes was  his  ability  to  educate  and  inspire 
simultaneously,  an  ability  aptly  conveyed 
in  the  preface  of  his  book  Ocean  Birds  of  the 
Nearshore  Pacific:  “Although  this  book  will  be 
useful  for  identification  of  oceanic  vertebrates, 
it  is  not  meant  solely  as  a field  guide.  Instead, 
through  use  of  photographs,  it  is  hoped  to  be 
more  a tribute  to  the  animals  themselves — 
their  beauty  and  grace,  their  rugged  delicacy, 
and  their  share  in  making  Earth  wonderfully 
diverse.  It  is  also  hoped  that  people  who  see 
this  book  will  be  taken  by  the  wildness  and 
freedom  of  these  creatures  and,  when  chances 
to  defend  the  health  and  integrity  of  ocean 
habitats  arise,  will  act  strongly  in  accord.” 

Abbreviations:  C.B.R.C.  (California  B.R.C.); 
C.R.R  (Cosumnes  River  Preserve,  Sacra- 
mento)', C.V  (Central  Valley);  EL  (Southeast 
Earallon  L,  San  Francisco)',  H.R.S.  (Hayward 
R.S.,  Alameda)',  O.S.E  (Open  Space  Preserve); 
PRBO  (PRBO  Conservation  Science);  S.E  (San 
Francisco,  not  State  Forest).  Reports  of  excep- 
tional vagrants  submitted  without  documen- 
tation are  not  published.  Documentation  of 
C.B.R.C.  review  species  will  be  forwarded  to 
Guy  McCaskie,  Secretary,  P.  O.  Box  275,  Im- 
perial Beach,  California  91933. 

WATERFOWL 

Brant  inside  S.E  Bay  included  one  at  Miller 
Knox  R.S.,  Contra  Costa  21  Oct-22  Nov  Qack 
Hayden,  m.ob.)  and  2 at  Emeryville,  Alameda 
23  Oct-7  Nov  Qim  Chiropolos,  Stephanie 
Floyd).  Dusky  Canada  Geese  at  the  Coyote 
Creek  G.C.  29  Sep  and  in  Morgan  Hill  12-16 
Nov  (both  Santa  Clara',  both  SCR)  may  have 
been  returning  birds.  Trumpeter  Swan  num- 
bers continue  to  increase,  with  up  to  9 at  Mo- 
doc N.WR.,  Modoc  22-24  Nov  (SCR,  JLD)  and 
2 at  Upper  Butte  Basin  W.A.,  Glenn  26  Nov 
(ph.  Nikki  Perkins).  A Bewick’s  Swan  was  at 
Modoc  N.WR.,  Modoc  22  Nov  (ph.  SCR),  and 
another  was  along  County  Road  R,  Glenn  14 
Nov  OML,  Laurie  Dann). 

Three  Cinnamon  Teal  17  Sep  (PRBO,  ph. 
DJM)  and  a Ruddy  Duck  27  Sep- 16  Oct  (ph. 
PRBO)  were  the  first  for  El.  since  1997.  An 
ad.  male  Tufted  Duck  returned  to  Lake  Mer- 
ritt in  Oakland,  Alameda  28  Oct-i-  (Kristi 
Whitfield,  m.ob.);  an  imm.  male  showed  up 
nearby  at  Oyster  Bay  R.S.,  Alameda  17  Nov-i- 
(ph.  Noah  Arthur,  Vicky  Robinson).  The  Coy- 
ote Point,  San  Mateo  Harlequin  Duck  com- 


pleted its  tenth  year  of  year-round  residency 
at  that  location  (RSTh  et  ah).  Inland  Surf  Sco- 
ters included  a notable  3 in  Plumas  1 1 Oct-8 
Nov  (Dick  Fording,  SEd,  ADE,  KPa  et  ah), 
2 in  Merced  23  & 26  Oct  (ph.  KW,  DLSu), 
and  Yolo’s  sixth  at  Woodland  WT.P  30  Oct-2 
Nov  (Claire  Gallagher).  White-winged  Scoters 
likewise  were  found  inland,  with  2 in  Siskiyou 
25-26  Oct,  one  in  Placer  13  Nov  QCS),  and  15 
in  Mono,  including  a remarkable  14  at  Crow- 
ley Lake  27  Oct  (ph.  Bob  Steele,  Susan  Steele). 
Two  Black  Scoters  at  Eagle  Lake  29  Oct  were 
the  first  for  Lassen  (KAb,  LOr).  The  Long- 
tailed Duck  that  summered  at  Coyote  Point, 
San  Mateo  remained  through  4 Nov  (RSTh  et 
ah);  another  at  Clear  Lake  28-30  Nov  (DvW, 
JRW)  was  Lake's  eighth.  A male  Bufflehead 
X Common  Goldeneye  hybrid  at  Mountain 
View,  Santa  Clara  21  Nov+  (ph.  MMR  et  al.) 
may  have  been  the  same  as  one  seen  previ- 
ously at  Redwood  Shores,  San  Mateo  15  Nov 
(ph.  Brooke  Miller).  A Red-breasted  Mergan- 
ser at  Indian  Creek  Reservoir  25  Nov+  OLD. 
SRs,  Diane  Rose)  was  the  first  for  Alpine',  oth- 
ers far  inland  included  singles  at  Thermalito 
Afterbay,  Butte  12-13  Nov  QLx),  Folsom  Lake, 
Placer  15  Nov  (Ron  Pozzi),  and  Corcoran, 
Kings  17  Nov  (MSy),  and  5 at  Grant  Lake, 
Mono  25  Nov  (KNN,  Ken  Wells). 

LOONS  THROUGH  PELICANS 

A basic-plumaged  Yellow-billed  Loon  was 
off  Half  Moon  Bay,  San  Mateo  11  Aug  (Lo- 
gan Kahle,  AJa,  ph.  Martijn  Verdoes).  Seven 
Horned  Grebes  at  EL  7-8  Nov  (PRBO)  pro- 
vided an  all-time  high  count  for  the  island. 
Among  3 inland  Red-necked  Grebes,  one  at 
Indian  Creek  Reservoir  25-27  Nov  (DRs,  SRs, 
+JLD  et  al.)  furnished  a first  Alpine  record. 
Lake  Almanor,  Plumas  hosts  one  of  the  highest 
breeding  concentrations  of  Western  Grebes  in 
the  region;  3300,  including  800  actively  nest- 
ing pairs,  9 Aug  (Nils  Lunder)  represented 
one  of  the  highest  counts  for  this  location. 
On  the  night  of  9/10  Nov,  as  many  as  10,000 
Western  and  Clark’s  Grebes  appeared  on  Eagle 
Lake,  Lassen,  including  many  ads.  with  young 
not  fully  grown  though  obviously  capable  of 
flight  (LOr);  numbers  gradually  declined  over 
the  following  weeks. 

A Laysan  Albatross  on  Monterey  Bay,  Mon- 
terey 16  Sep  (ph.  DR,  ph.  ShJ,  m.ob.)  had  been 
banded  on  Guadalupe  Island,  Mexico.  San 
Mateo's  first  Hawaiian  Petrels  were  well  docu- 
mented 43  km  wsw.  of  Pigeon  Point  25  Aug 
(tMDo,  AJ,  ph.  Mark  Rauzon)  and  50  km  wsw. 
of  Half  Moon  Bay  8 Sep  (+MDo,  AJ,  tDSg,  ph. 
TGr);  another  was  over  Bodega  Canyon,  So- 
noma 21  Sep  (TMcG,  ShJ,  ph.  Trevor  Codlin). 
On  a NOAA  research  cruise,  a Hawaiian/Gala- 
pagos Petrel  was  150  km  w.  of  EL  24  Aug  (tC. 
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Sharp-tailed  Sandpipers  are  regular  but  rare  in  northern  California,  as  is  true  farther  north  in  the  Pacific  Northwest.  This  juvenile  was 
present  21-22  (here  22)  September  2012  at  Spud  Point  Marina,  Bodega  Harbor,  Sonoma  County.  Photograph  by  Roger  Marlowe. 


Scott  Mills);  no  documentation  was  provided 
for  4 other  individuals  (3  identified  as  Hawai- 
ians)  reported  during  the  cruise,  which  also 
recorded  171  Cooks  Petrels  off  the  Region  IS- 
IS Aug  (G.  Scott  Mills,  Ryan  Merrill).  Eight 
Cook’s  Petrels  were  77  km  off  Trinidad,  Hum- 
boldt 25  Oct,  and  one  was  83  km  wsw  of  Cape 
San  Martin,  Monterey  26  Oct  (both  PEL  et  al). 
Flesh-footed  Shearwaters  were  recorded  on 
10  different  dates,  though  m low  numbers 
(1-2/trip),  from  Monterey  to  Mendocino.  The 
high  Sooty  Shearwater  count  was  of  130,000 
at  Seacliff  S.B.,  Santa  Cruz  4 Sep  (DLSu);  the 
counts  of  500,000-1,000,000  recorded  as  re- 
cently as  the  1980s- 1990s  have  not  been  seen 
in  this  centuiy  A swarm  of  20,000-r  Sooties 
was  unprecedented  inside  Pillar  Point  Har- 
bor, San  Mateo  8 Sep  (AJ  et  al),  feeding  on 
anchovies,  and  one  at  H.R.S.  7 Sep  (RJR)  was 
rare  so  far  inside  S.E  Bay.  Sonoma’s  third  Manx 
Shearwater  was  over  Bodega  Canyon  27  Oct 
(ESH,  ShJ).  Black-vented  Shearwaters  staged  a 
large  influx  in  early  Oct,  with  counts  of  2000 
on  Monterey  Bay,  Monterey  7 Oct  (DR  et  al.) 
and  2370  passing  Terrace  Point,  Santa  Cruz 
in  one  hour  31  Oct  (AMR).  Small  numbers 
were  recorded  n.  to  Humboldt  in  Oct,  with  a 
few  lingering  into  Nov  n.  to  Sonoma.  Up  to  50 
Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels  off  Half  Moon  Bay,  San 
Mateo  25  Aug  (PJM,  AJ  et  al.)  provided  one 
of  the  Region’s  highest  counts;  5 at  Bodega 
Canyon,  Sonoma  21  Sep  (ShJ)  were  the  only 


others  recorded.  High  concentrations  of  Fork- 
tailed Storm-Petrels  are  infrequently  recorded, 
so  Bodega  Canyon,  Sonoma  counts  of  1000  on 
22  Aug  (ESH,  ShJ)  and  3000  on  21  Sep  (ShJ), 
and  1500  at  the  Eel  River  Canyon,  Humboldt  8 
Sep  (Mark  Colwell  et  al),  were  noteworthy.  A 
count  of  1000  Black  Storm-Petrels  at  Bodega 
Canyon,  Sonoma  21  Sep  (ShJ)  was  high,  par- 
ticularly in  a year  in  which  the  species  was 
found  in  only  meager  numbers  elsewhere.  A 
Least  Storm-Petrel  at  Bodega  Canyon  30  Sep 
(ph.  SNGH)  provided  Sonomas  first  record, 
and  likely  the  northernmost  record  ever — un- 
expected in  a year  in  which  none  were  found 
elsewhere  in  the  Region,  though  daily  counts 
of  1000-1-  persisted  through  mid-Oct  off  s. 
Galifornia.  Surveys  of  rocky  islands  along  the 
Mendocino  coast  21-30  Aug  detected  evidence 
of  breeding  by  Ashy  Storm-Petrels  at  four  loca- 
tions near  Caspar,  including  an  island  where 
nesting  had  not  been  documented  since  1926 
(Harry  Carter,  Mike  Parker,  Josh  Koepke). 
These  now  represent  the  northernmost  known 
colonies  of  the  species.  An  Ashy  Storm-Petrel 
picked  up  on  a sidewalk  at  Portrero  Hill,  S.E  5 
Oct  (fide  DMo)  was  unusual  onshore. 

A Masked  Booby  at  the  San  Lorenzo  River 
mouth  17  Nov  (ph.,  tjohn  Garrett,  AMR)  pro- 
vided a hrst  record  for  Santa  Cruz,  which  had 
one  previous  record  accepted  only  as  Masked/ 
Nazca  Booby.  Brown  Booby  is  now  regular  in 
fall,  as  illustrated  by  the  total  of  7 individuals 


in  five  counties:  26  km  w.  of  Pescadero  S.B., 
San  Mateo  21  Aug  (G.  Scott  Mills,  Ryan  Mer- 
rill); at  Point  Reyes  N.S.,  Marin  12  Sep.  (ph. 
KH);  flying  w.  past  Point  Pinos,  Monterey  30 
Sep  (subad.;  TDR,  RC,  LRo,  CRo);  at  New 
Brighton  S.B.,  Santa  Cruz  1 Oct  (juv.;  DLSu); 
at  EL  13  Oct-11  Nov  (ad.  female;  JTz,  ph. 
DJM,  Lukas  Musher,  Nora  Livingston)  and 

18- 27  Oct  (imm.;  Nora  Livingston,  Lukas 
Musher,  ph.  JTz);  and  flying  s.  past  Pigeon 
Point,  San  Mateo  11  Nov  (imm.;  RSTh).  The 
continuing  ad.  Northern  Gannet  was  seen  at 
EL  most  days  throughout  the  period  (PRBO). 
Small  numbers  of  Brandt’s  Cormorants  contin- 
ued incubating  eggs  in  nests,  presumably  after 
initial  clutches  had  failed,  through  19  Oct  at 
Seacliff  S.B.,  Santa  Cruz  (DLSu);  as  in  previous 
years  with  such  late  nesting,  these  attempts 
failed.  The  inland  incursion  of  juv.  Brown 
Pelicans  continued  from  summer.  In  addition 
to  5 in  Sacramento  and  6 in  Yolo,  those  farthest 
from  the  coast  were  2 s.  of  Corcoran,  Kings  12 
Aug  OLD);  9 at  San  Luis  Reservoir,  Merced  15 
Aug,  with  5 remaining  through  Nov  (KW  et 
al);  one  at  Sacramento  N.WR.,  Glenn  15-17 
Sep  QLa  et  al);  one  at  Black  Butte  Reservoir, 
Tehama  7-19  Oct  (BED  et  al.)  that  was  also 
seen  on  the  Glenn  side  of  the  reservoir  on  the 
latter  date  (DMr);  and  Lassen’s  second  at  Eagle 
Lake  29  Oct  (ph.  KAb,  LOr).  Reflecting  the 
apparent  low  abundance  of  food  in  coastal 
waters.  Brown  Pelican  counts  at  EL  continued 
to  be  very  low  for  the  third  straight  year,  with 
a high  of  only  134  on  25  Oct  (PRBO). 

BITTERNS  THROUGH  CRANES 

Least  Bitterns  included  2 at  Clear  Lake,  Lake 
22  Aug  (Brad  & Kathy  Barnwell),  one  at  Peta- 
luma 26  Aug  and  8 Oct  (2nd  for  Sonoma:  ph. 
Ron  Storey,  Craig  Roth),  and  a continuing 
bird  at  Mather  Lake,  Sacramento  through  1 
Sep  (LPt,  KZu,  ph.  GEw  et  al).  Up  to  7 Cattle 
Egrets  were  at  Moonglow  Dairy,  Monterey  21 
Oct-23  Nov  (m.ob.);  singles  were  found  in 
Santa  Cruz,  San  Mateo,  and  Santa  Clara  19 
Aug-29  Oct.  White-faced  Ibis  were  reported 
from  seven  coastal  counties,  with  perhaps  the 
least  expected  being  one  at  Lake  Merced,  S.E 

19- 20  Nov  (DPM,  m.ob.). 

White-tailed  Kites  at  Sierra  Valley  12  Oct 
(Terr}'  Williams,  SEd,  ADE)  and  Lake  Alman- 
or  22  Oct-r  (ph.  RDB  et  al.)  were  unexpected 
in  Plumas,  as  was  one  at  Lake  Tahoe,  El  Do- 
rado 9 Oct  (ph.,  TJLD).  Broad-winged  Hawk 
observations  over  Hawk  Hill  in  the  Marin 
Headlands  totaled  a record  755  sightings  17 
Sep-20  Oct,  with  a high  count  of  295  on 
27  Sep  (GGRO).  Others  away  from  Sonoma, 
Matin,  and  S.E  included  Shastas  second  at 
Lassen  Volcanic  N.P  24  Sep  (Randy  Van  Or- 
den  et  al),  Mendocino’s  first  at  Albion  26  Sep 
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(tLinda  Perkins),  4 over  San  Bruno  Mountain, 
San  Mateo  3 Oct  (RSTh),  singles  over  Santa 
Cruz  at  Watsonville  Slough  1 Oct  (KH)  and 
Capitola  6 Oct  (DLSu),  and  one  at  Big  Sur 
River  mouth,  Monterey  29  Sep  Qohn  Garrett, 
ph.  Christian  Schwartz  et  al).  Swainson’s 
Hawks  were  found  in  six  coastal  counties  8 
Aug-24  Sep,  with  late  stragglers  in  S.P  4 Nov 
(PSar,  HuC,  DMo)  and  Napa  28  Nov  (RAR). 
Harlan’s  Hawks  included  returning  birds  at 
Areata,  Humboldt  10  Nov+  (RbF)  and  Red- 
ding, Shasta  12  Nov  (Frank  Ct  Darliss  Sand- 
erson); others  included  one  at  Colusa  N.WR., 
Colusa  16  Oct  (Dan  Tankersley  et  al.)  and  per- 
haps the  first  for  S.F  17  Oct  (HuC).  Twenty- 
nine  Rough-legged  Hawks  in  11  counties  18 
Oct+  was  an  above-average  total  that  included 
several  coastal  birds.  Mono’s  Sandhill  Crane 
family  was  last  seen  with  2 young  at  Bridge- 
port Reservoir  17  Sep  (PJM). 

SHOREBIRDS 

Five  American  Golden-Plovers  were  reported: 
2 from  Lake  Talowa,  Del  Norte  10  Sep  (LuB), 
one  at  MacKerricher  S.P,  Mendocino  12-15 
Sep  (KHv,  REH,  m.ob.),  one  at  Hanford, 
Kings  5 Oct  (ph.  MSy),  and  one  at  Gustine, 
Merced  (ph.  KW).  Two  Mountain  Plovers  at 
Clear  Lake  N.WR.  25-27  Oct  (Kevin  Spencer) 
were  the  first  for  Modoc;  another  at  s.  Areata 
Bottoms,  Humboldt  14-16  Oct  (Brendan  Hig- 
gins, ph.  Jared  Hughey,  m.ob.)  was  notable  for 
its  coastal  location.  A Black  Oystercatcher  at 
the  s.  end  of  S.F  Bay  in  Alviso  6 Sep  (Cheryl 
Strong,  Rachel  Tertes  et  al.)  was  only  Santa 
Clara’s  third.  Wayward  shorebirds  at  Lake- 
of-the-Pines  WT.P  included  4 Black-necked 
Stilts  30  Aug  and  a Pectoral  Sandpiper  25-28 
Sep  (both  ph.  RCD),  comprising  only  the  sec- 
ond and  first  records  for  w.  Nevada,  respec- 
tively. An  “Avostilt” — an  American  Avocet  x 
Black-necked  Stilt  hybrid — was  at  the  Davis 
Wetlands,  Yolo  3 Sep  (ph.  SCH).  It  was  a poor 
I fall  for  Lesser  Yellowlegs  in  Alameda  and  Santa 
Clara,  but  one  at  Heron’s  Head,  S.F  4-10  Sep 
, (DMo.  m.ob.)  was  noteworthy. 

, A Long-billed  Curlew  at  Clear  Lake  1 Aug 
; (FHa)  was,  remarkably,  only  the  third  for 
1 Lake.  A Black  Turnstone  at  Green  Island  La- 

. goon  9 Sep  (TEa,  ph.  JCS)  was  the  first  for 

Napa.  Red  Knot  reports  included  record  high 
j counts  for  Yolo,  4 juvs.  at  Yolo  Bypass  WA. 

j 26  Aug  (ph.  TEa),  and  for  Santa  Clara,  273+ 

at  Alviso  15  Nov  (MMR,  MJM).  A very  mod- 

iest  passage  of  Semipalmated  Sandpipers 
included  only  12  birds  in  nine  counties  10 
Aug-26  Sep.  A lingering  Baird’s  Sandpiper  at 
Woodland  WT.P,  Yolo  1 Nov  (ph.  JCS)  was 
very  late.  Four  Sharp-tailed  Sandpipers  were 
found:  one  at  Centerville,  Humboldt  4 Sep 
(KMS,  TKz,  m.ob.),  another  there  4 Oct  (ph. 


SMcA),  and  juvs.  at  Bodega  Bay,  Sonoma  21- 
22  Sep  OGE,  DFr,  ph.  RoM,  m.ob.)  and  Lake 
Talowa,  Del  Norte  17  Oct  (LuB).  An  alternate- 
plumaged  Curlew  Sandpiper  at  Bodega  Bay 
19  Sep  (ph.  Gordon  Beebe)  was  the  first  of  the 
species  to  be  found  in  Sonoma.  In  addition  to 
5 Stilt  Sandpipers  in  Kings  30  Aug-8  Oct  (JSy 
MSy),  singles  were  at  Tulare,  Tulare  21  Aug 
(Dane  Eagundes),  Centerville,  Humboldt  31 
Aug-4  Sep  (KMS,  TKz),  and  Crowley  Lake  19 
Sep  (fourth  Mono  record;  JLD).  Buff-breasted 
Sandpipers  were  reported  from  Abbotts  La- 
goon, Marin  6-9  Sep  Oim  White  et  al).  Moon- 
glow  Dairy,  Monterey  8-11  Sep  (ph.  DR,  RC, 
m.ob.).  Lake  Talowa,  Del  Norte  10  Sep  (LuB), 
and  Watsonville  Slough,  18-22  Sep  (fifth  for 
Santa  Cruz',  CKf,  m.ob.).  Eleven  Ruffs  in  seven 
counties  included  the  second  for  FI.  21  Aug 
(ph.  JTz,  ph.  DJM,  Bryan  White). 

GULLS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

A total  of  5 Sabine’s  Gulls  in  Yolo,  Mono,  and 
Placer  15  Sep-16  Oct  represented  a below- 
average  inland  showing.  A Bonaparte’s  Gull  at 
Prosser  Reservoir  in  Truckee  31  Oct  (MMy) 
was  apparently  the  first  for  Nevada.  We  rarely 
see  Bonaparte’s  and  Little  Gulls  in  full  Juve- 
nal plumage,  so  a juv.  Bonaparte’s  off  Fort 
Bragg,  Mendocino  24  Aug  QlD  et  al.)  and  a 
juv.  Little  on  Monterey  Bay,  Monterey  9 Sep 
(MDo,  RgW  ph.  Martijn  Verdoes,  ph.  DR,  ph. 
JHm)  were  surprising.  Second-cycle  Laughing 
Gulls  were  at  Watsonville  Slough,  Santa  Cruz 
27  Aug-8  Sep  (CKf,  JHW,  AMR)  and  San  Luis 
Reservoir  6 Sep  (ph.  KW),  the  latter  provid- 
ing a first  record  for  Merced.  Aside  from  33 
Franklin’s  Gulls  in  Modoc,  where  regular,  13 
were  recorded  in  seven  counties  13  Aug-26 
Nov;  a juv.  at  Kutras  Lake  26  Nov  (ph.  RBr) 
provided  Shasta’s  second  record.  Single  Ring- 
billed Gulls  at  MacKerricher  S.P  7-9  Oct  (RJK, 
Ryan  Keiffer,  KHv)  and  Ocean  Meadows  13 
Nov  (KHv,  JHv)  were  on  the  Mendocino  coast, 
where  rare.  A juv.  Iceland  Gull  at  the  Baldwin 
Creek  mouth,  Santa  Cj'uz  15-16  Nov  (ph.  Jeff 
Poklen  et  al.)  appeared  to  be  of  subspecies 
kumlieni',  if  accepted,  this  would  represent  the 
earliest  record  for  the  state  by  19  days.  An  ad. 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  at  Oyster  Bay  R.S. 
14  Nov  (ph.  Noah  Arthur)  provided  Alameda’s 
fourth  record.  All  3 Glaucous  Gulls  appeared 
synchronously,  on  24  Nov,  in  three  different 
counties. 

An  ad.  Least  Tern  was  at  Hanford,  Kings 
5-19  Aug  (ph.  MSy).  The  only  Black  Terns 
noted  in  coastal  areas  were  at  Mountain  View, 
Santa  Clara  bayside  ponds,  where  a juv.  was 
present  25  Aug-3  Sep  (MMR,  MJM,  Lea  Crisp 
et  al.)  and  an  ad.  was  present  1-2  Sep  (Don 
Pendleton,  DvWb  et  al),  and  at  Watsonville 
Slough,  Santa  Cruz  3-6  Sep  (juv;  JHW  et  al). 


A juv.  Common  Tern  at  Indian  Creek  Reser- 
voir 27  Aug  OLD,  SRs)  provided  Alpine  with 
its  second  record.  Although  Brown  Pelicans 
and  Heermann’s  Gulls  were  in  low  numbers 
coastally  another  southern  breeder,  Elegant 
Tern,  appeared  in  above-average  numbers 
and  lingered  late.  Elegants  were  present  into 
Nov  as  far  n.  as  Mendocino  and  well  inside 
S.E  Bay;  they  were  last  recorded  24  Nov  in 
Santa  Cruz,  Santa  Cruz  (AMR).  Away  from 
s.  S.F  Bay,  where  up  to  24  Black  Skimmers 
were  present  at  Redwood  Shores,  San  Mateo 
and  Mountain  View,  Santa  Clara,  the  only  2 
recorded  were  at  Elkhorn  Slough,  Monterey  15 
Aug  (YG).  The  high  South  Polar  Skua  count 
was  of  9 on  Monterey  Bay,  Monterey  29  Sep 
(RgW  et  al).  Five  Long-tailed  Jaegers  in  a sin- 
gle flock  72  km  off  Monterey  26  Oct  (PEL  et 
al.)  were  fairly  late.  Single  Long-taileds  were 
inland  at  Crowley  Lake,  Mono  19  Aug  (juv; 
Bob  Steele,  JLD,  Susan  Steele),  Mud  Lake,  Al- 
pine 27  Aug  (juv;  tJLD,  SRs),  Clear  Lake,  Lake 
13  Sep  OCS),  San  Luis  Reservoir,  Merced  6-15 
Sep  (imm.;  TKW,  TEa),  and  n.  Lake  Tahoe, 
Placer  15-16  Sep  (second-year  bird;  ph.  ScD, 
ph.  Ron  Pozzi,  ph.  WRi).  Pigeon  Guillemots 
nested  late  in  Santa  Cruz,  with  ads.  carrying 
fish  to  cavities  in  cliffs  at  West  Cliff  Drive  27 
Aug  (SGe)  and  n.  of  Scott  Creek  3 Sep  (AMR, 
Nick  Levendosky).  This  species  is  seldom 
noted  in  Santa  Cruz  after  Sep,  so  one  near 
Natural  Bridges  S.B.  9-25  Nov  (AMR,  SGe, 
John  Garrett  et  al.)  was  late.  Two  Guadalupe 
Murrelets  were  approximately  135  km  wnw. 
of  EL  24  Aug  (Scott  Mills,  Ryan  Merrill).  The 
more  regularly  recorded  member  of  this  spe- 


In  California,  most  Iceland  Gulls  are  reported  in  late  winter,  when 
distinguishing  first-cycle  individuals  from  worn,  faded  Thayer's 
Gulls  can  be  problematic.  This  juvenile  of  the  subspecies  kumlieni, 
present  15  (here)  and  16  November  2012  at  Baldwin  Creek,  Santa 
Cruz  County,  was  the  state's  earliest  by  1 9 days  and  posed  no  such 
identification  problem,  as  juvenile  Thayer's  in  such  fresh  plumage 
should  not  appear  this  pale.  Photograph  by  Jeff  Poklen. 
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cies  pair,  Scripps’s  Murrelet,  was  recorded  on 
eight  offshore  trips  from  Monterey  to  Sonoma 
3 Aug-19  Oct,  with  a high  of  7 off  San  Ma- 
teo 2 Sep  (AJ  et  al).  Either  species  is  rarely 
seen  from  shore,  so  a Scripps’s  at  Pigeon  Point, 
San  Mateo  23  Nov  (RSTh)  was  noteworthy.  A 
Parakeet  Auklet  was  44  km  w.  of  Cape  Men- 
docino, in  Humboldt  waters,  26  Oct  (+PEL  et 
al).  Three  Horned  Puffins  were  at  the  n.  jetty 
of  Humboldt  Bay,  Humboldt  1 Sep  (TKz  et  al), 
and  one  was  at  EL  3 Nov  (Ryan  DiGaudio,  ph. 
Lukas  Musher,  Nora  Livingston  et  al). 

DOVES THROUGH  THRUSHES 

Providing  a rare  inland  record,  a White- 
winged Dove  was  discovered  among  a flock 
of  Mourning  Doves  at  O’Neill  Eorebay,  Merced 
26  Oct  (tDLSu).  California’s  first  Common 
Cuckoo,  a juv.  rufous  morph,  devoured  cat- 
erpillars at  Watsonville  Slough,  Santa  Cruz  28 
Sep-2  Oct  (LGo,  ph.  SGe,  ph.  m.ob.).  Bur- 
rowing Owls  are  known  to  cross  vast  stretches 
of  open  water  during  fall  migration.  Although 
occasionally  observed  from  boats  offshore, 
one  22  km  nw.  of  Cypress  Point,  Monterey  2 
Oct  QND)  may  have  been  the  first  ever  spot- 
ted from  a plane.  A testament  to  their  pelagic 
tendencies,  many  made  their  way  out  to  EL 
this  season,  with  a new  high  count  of  17  on  3 
Oct  (PRBO).  This  species  sometimes  appears 
in  seemingly  inhospitable  settings  on  the 
mainland  as  well.  A case  in  point  was  one  on 
Gates  Street  in  the  residential  neighborhood 
of  Bernal  Heights  in  S.E  9 Oct  (Rupa  Bose). 
Much  less  prone  to  wandering,  at  least  in  Cali- 
fornia, are  Great  Gray  Owls.  A juv.  drew  the 
attention  of  several  birders,  therefore,  when  it 
appeared  outside  the  normal  range  of  the  spe- 
cies ne.  of  Oakhurst,  Madera  21  Oct+  (HBu, 
ph.  GaW,  JND,  JSy  et  al).  Also  making  local 
birding  headlines  was  a Long-eared  Owl  at 
the  Stockton  Rural  Cemetery,  San  Joaquin  17 
Nov  OLD.  m.ob.).  Although  this  species  used 
to  winter  annually  in  the  county,  it  has  been 
scarce  over  the  past  two  decades.  The  Stock- 
ton  Rural  Cemetery  also  hosted  a Northern 
Saw-whet  Owl,  just  the  second  ever  for  San 
Joaquin,  12  Nov  QRow,  FrO,  CCo,  ph.  LPt). 
Another  out-of-place  Saw-whet,  or  possibly  2, 
visited  Golden  Gate  Park,  S.E  13  Nov  (Moe 
Flannery,  Logan  Kahle,  m.ob.).  Up  to  2 Com- 
mon Poorwills  in  Lee  Vining  Canyon  12  Nov 
(Joel  Ellis)  established  the  latest  fall  record  for 
Mono. 

A Black  Swift  over  Monte  Bello  O.S.R  17  Sep 
(GrH)  established  Santa  Clara's  first  fall  record. 
Our  only  Chimney  Swift  winged  over  the  Fish 
Docks  at  Point  Reyes  N.S.,  Marin  4 Oct  (tRS, 
TEa,  TaE).  The  Vaux’s  Swift  roost  at  Rio  Lindo 
Academy  in  Healdsburg,  Sonoma  peaked  at 
about  6500  birds  11-15  Sep  (DeH,  m.ob.). 


Elsewhere,  a cloud  of  254  passing  over  Sky- 
lawn  Memorial  Park,  San  Mateo  1 Oct  (RSTh) 
was  a good-sized  group.  The  season’s  last  Se- 
lasphorus  hummingbird,  presumably  a Rufous, 
lingered  at  feeders  in  Morgan  Hill,  Santa  Clara 
until  13  Nov  (SCR).  As  most  of  our  Calliope 
Hummingbirds  head  southeastward  in  fall, 
any  m the  C.V  at  this  season  are  notable.  Such 
was  the  case  with  an  imm.  female  in  East  Sac- 
ramento, Sacramento  22  Aug  (EP).  Curiously, 
most  recent  lowland  reports  have  come  from 
this  county.  In  contrast  to  the  situation  dur- 
ing the  past  several  years,  Lewis’s  Woodpeck- 
ers, sustained  by  the  best  Oregon  Oak  acorn 
crop  in  a decade,  remained  in  Lassen  in  good 
numbers  through  the  period  (KAb).  If  indica- 
tive of  a broader  pattern,  this  acorn  bounty 
may  explain  why  so  few  Lewis’s  appeared  in 
areas  outside  the  breeding  range  farther  south. 
Seven  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  included  EI.’s 
third  11  Oct  (tJTz,  Nora  Livingston,  DJM,  Lu- 
kas Musher),  Tehama's  first  at  Red  Bluff  R.A. 
13-16  Oct  (tBED,  ph.  JCS),  and  Mono's  third 
at  Dechambeau  Creek  2-3  Nov  (ph.  KNN).  Del 
Norte's  Crested  Caracara  continued  near  Port 
Dick  14  Aug  (Debra  Boner). 

Another  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  made  it 
out  to  EL,  which  has  hosted  the  lion’s  share  of 
the  Region’s  records.  This  one  was  there  1 Sep 
(DJM,  tJTz,  Elizabeth  Ames,  Jay  Wright,  Alex 
Gulick),  furnishing  the  second  earliest  record 
for  the  state.  Another  visited  nearby  Nunes 
Ranch  at  Point  Reyes  N.S.,  Marin  6-7  Sep  (RS, 
ph.  DWm).  Despite  the  annual  presence  of 
Willow  Flycatchers  during  the  breeding  sea- 
son in  n.  and  cen.  Humboldt,  only  one  mod- 
ern breeding  record  existed  until  this  season. 
The  second  was  confirmed  at  the  Mad  River 
Fish  Hatchery  in  Blue  Lake,  where  2 ads.  at- 
tended and  fed  a juv.  29  Aug  (TKz,  Meghan 
Still).  Merced's  first  fall  Gray  Flycatcher  was 
at  Pacheco  S.P  19  Oct  (ph.  KW).  Three 
Vermilion  Flycatchers  included  2 inland,  an 
imm.  male  in  Lemoore,  Kings  29-30  Aug  (ph. 
SDS),  an  ad.  male  in  Gustine,  Merced  24  Nov 
Oean  Okuye),  and  one  along  the  coast,  an 
imm.  female  at  Point  Pinos,  Monterey  11-18 
Nov  (ph.  BHl,  ph.  DR,  m.ob.).  Two  Dusky- 
capped  Flycatchers  were  reported:  one  at  the 
RCA  station  at  Point  Reyes  N.S.,  Marin  19 
Nov  (ph.  DSg)  and  one  at  Janes  Creek  in  Ar- 
eata, Humboldt  20  Nov-i-  (GAB,  ph.  RbF,  Jared 
Hughey,  m.ob.).  Santa  Cruz  saw  its  first  and 
second  Great  Crested  Flycatchers  this  season, 
with  one  well-studied  bird  at  Natural  Bridges 
S.B.  16-22  Sep  (Christian  Schwarz,  ph.  Steven 
Tucker,  Chris  Lay,  Amy  Patten,  ph.  m.ob.)  and 
another  along  the  Pajaro  River  downstream 
of  Hwy.  1 near  Watsonville  20  Sep  (ph.  Nel- 
son Samuels).  That  bird  was  also  seen  on  the 
Monterey  side  of  the  river.  A total  of  72  Tropi- 


cal Kingbirds  was  more  than  twice  our  re- 
cent 10-year  average.  Our  only  Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher  dropped  in  at  the  Veterans  Affairs 
Hospital,  S.E  18  Oct  (TRoss  Wilming). 

Sonoma's  first  Yellow-throated  Vireo  passed 
time  at  Spring  Lake  R.P.  16-21  Sep  QLx,  Bill 
Doyle,  DN,  AWgh,  Giel  Witt,  ph.  m.ob.).  Our 
only  reported  Plumbeous  Vireo  was  in  the 
C.V,  where  scarce,  at  Woodbridge  Wilderness 
Area,  San  Joaquin  6 Oct  (DGY,  Mary  Fuhs). 
Nine  Philadelphia  Vireos  included  Mono's 
first  for  fall  at  Dechambeau  Creek  7 Sep  (ph. 
KNN). 

Establishing  a third  record  for  San  Joa- 
quin, a Chestnut-backed  Chickadee  foraged 
among  the  pines  at  the  fire  station  on  Corral 
Hollow  Rd.  27  Oct-7  Nov  (DGY,  JRow,  LzW, 
JCS).  Above-average  numbers  of  Red-breast- 
ed Nuthatches  were  reported,  with  record  or 
near-record  high  counts  for  single  localities 
within  their  respective  counties  at  EL  28  Sep 
(54;  PRBO),  O’Neill  Eorebay  Merced  19  Oct 
(34;  KW),  and  U.C.  Santa  Cruz,  Santa  Cruz 
20  Oct  (62;  John  Garrett).  Keen  birders  have 
managed  to  turn  up  several  Winter  Wrens 
since  the  recent  taxonomic  split  with  the  reg- 
ularly occurring  Pacific  Wren.  Examples  from 
this  season,  both  representing  county  firsts, 
included  one  at  Pine  Gulch  Creek,  Marin  12 
Nov  (v.r.  Erik  Enbody)  and  another  at  Putah 
Creek,  Yolo  20  Nov  QLD,  WEH,  Dan  Tank- 
ersley  ph.  RbE,  m.ob.).  An  Arctic  Warbler 
descended  on  FI.  28  Sep  (DJM,  tKNN,  tJTz, 
ph.  Elizabeth  Ames  et  al),  establishing  the 
second  record  for  the  island  and  the  fourth 
for  the  Region.  Most  of  our  Region’s  Gray- 
cheeked Thrushes  have  been  on  EL  Another 
was  added  to  the  impressive  tally  out  there, 
which  now  stands  at  15,  when  one  made  it 
to  the  island  4 Oct  (ph.  DJM,  Lukas  Musher, 
tKNN,  tJTz). 

THRASHERS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

A Gray  Catbird  was  at  Bodega  Dunes  S.P,  So- 
noma 1-4  Oct  (RAR,  DEr,  m.ob.),  and  Sutter's 
first  was  at  Bobelaine  Sanctuary  19-20  Oct 
QCS,  JLa,  JSL,  BED).  Our  only  Brown  Thrash- 
er provided  Sacramento  with  its  third  record  3 
Oct  (ph.  MaS,  Stan  Wright).  This  bird  was  at 
the  same  location  (Stone  Lakes  N.WR.)  where 
one  was  banded  in  summer  2008.  The  most 
noteworthy  thrasher  report  was  of  a well-de- 
scribed Bendire’s  Thrasher  at  Cidago  Canyon, 
Mono  24  Aug  (tADeM).  This  bird  provided 
Mono  its  second  record  and  is  one  of  no  more 
than  10  for  the  Region.  The  tendency  of  this 
species  to  wander  after  breeding  is  well  docu- 
mented, with  six  records  from  EL  and  reports 
from  the  C.V  and  coastal  locations  in  both  n. 
and  s.  California.  Marin  Red-throated  Pipits 
were  at  Point  Reyes  4 Oct  (RS)  and  Abbotts 
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Lagoon  12  Oct  Qeff  Miller);  another  was  at 
Mad  River  C.P.,  Humboldt  8 Oct  (KI).  Three 
Bohemian  Waxwings  were  near  Likely,  Modoc 
22  Nov  (SCR).  All  our  Lapland  Longspurs 
were  in  coastal  or  bay  counties  except  for  a 
bird  on  Wild  Horse  Ridge  (Napa  and  Solano) 
28  Oct  (MBe)  and  at  least  2 along  North  Vail 
Rd.,  San  Joaquin  15  Nov  (TEa,  JCS).  Chest- 
nut-collared Longspurs  were  at  H.R.S.  6 Oct 
(RJR),  near  Abbotts  Lagoon  trailhead,  Marin 
21-29  Oct  (ph.  Erik  Enbody  DMo),  and  at 
Isenberg  Crane  Reserve,  San  Joaquin  1 Nov 
(DCo).  Humboldt’s  second  Smiths  Longspur 
was  at  Fay  Slough  WA.  9 Sep  (Paul  Roush, 
DCo,  RHw,  ph.  Meghan  Still,  KMS). 

This  was  an  excellent  fall  for  eastern  war- 
blers, with  most  species  reported  in  above- 
average  numbers.  Some  subregional  editors 
noted  record  numbers  for  some  species  in 
their  counties,  reminding  them  of  the  “old 
days”  (1970s).  Six  of  our  8 Ovenbirds  were 
on  EL,  with  singles  elsewhere  at  Point  Reyes, 
Marin  29  Sep-1  Oct  OHiti)  and  Half  Moon 
Bay,  San  Mateo  7 Oct  (AJ).  We  miss  Worm- 
eating Warbler  about  every  other  fall,  so 
birds  at  Pescadero  18-26  Oct  (San  Mateo’s 
third;  MKu,  ph.  m.ob.)  and  Areata,  Humboldt 
26  Oct-h  (RbF,  m.ob.)  were  welcome  treats. 
Twenty-seven  Northern  Waterthrushes  were 
all  in  coastal  counties,  as  were  all  31  Black- 
and-white  Warblers.  Prothonotary  Warblers 
were  at  the  Carmel  River  mouth,  Monterey  29 
Aug  (ph.  RF)  and  the  Rush  Creek  delta,  Mono 
20  Sep  (Ken  Wells,  Karen  Murphy).  Forty- 
four  Tennessee  Warblers  was  well  above  our 
average  (30).  The  Big  Sur  River  mouth,  Mon- 
terey produced  our  only  Lucy’s  Warbler  21 
Aug  (tDR).  Virginia’s  Warbler  was  one  species 
present  in  below-average  numbers.  Singles  in 
Humboldt  at  Areata  Marsh  7 Sep  (DFx)  and  at 
Humboldt  Bay  n.  Spit  19  Sep  (KI)  were  the 
I only  ones  reported  well  beyond  their  breed- 
I ing  range  (vs.  the  average  of  6).  It  is  a rare  fall 
j when  all  our  Connecticut  Warblers  are  found 
I away  from  EL  One  was  on  Humboldt  Bay 
I n.  Spit,  Humboldt  25  Sep  (TWL,  KMS,  TKz, 
I DCo),  and  another  very  obliging  bird  was  en- 
i joyed  and  exhaustively  photographed  at  Point 
j Reyes,  Marin  28  Sep-1  Oct  (ph.  Cole  Wolf, 
I Matt  Bauman,  m.ob.).  Humboldt  recorded  its 
) fourth  and  fifth  Mourning  Warblers:  one  at 
i!  Mad  River  C.R  3 Sep  (tGAB,  ph.  TKz,  ph. 
KGR,  m.ob.),  the  other  at  Areata  Marsh  9 Sep 
(Casey  Ryan,  Anji  Trujillo).  A Hooded  War- 
bler at  H.R.S.  26  Sep  (RJR)  was  our  only  one 
this  season.  Fifty-seven  American  Redstarts 
included  4 in  Mono,  a new  seasonal  high  for 
that  county.  We  more  than  doubled  our  av- 
erage for  Cape  May  Warblers,  with  5 birds: 
singles  on  EL  7-8  Sep  (ph.  DJM,  JTz,  Eliza- 
beth Ames,  Jay  Wright),  at  Humboldt  Bay  n. 


spit,  Humboldt  18  Sep  (DCo,  SMcA,  Amber 
Transou),  near  Golden  Gate  Bridge,  S.F.  18 
Sep  (Ivan  Samuels,  JsC,  MWE),  and  likely  2 
different  birds  in  Sonoma  at  Owl  Canyon  26 
Sep  (ph.  Scott  Tracey)  and  at  the  entrance  to 
Bodega  Bay  Marine  Lab  30  Sep-2  Oct  (DN, 
ph.  SeC,  m.ob.).  Santa  Cruz  set  a new  seasonal 
record  with  5 Northern  Parulas,  contributing 
nearly  half  our  total  of  12  (vs.  an  average  of 
7).  Sacramento  accounted  for  both  the  inland 
county  parula  reports,  with  birds  at  C.R.P  1 1 
Aug  QTr)  and  near  Freeport  3 Sep  (vt.  CCo). 
Among  26  Magnolia  Warblers,  the  only  one  in 
a non-coastal  county  was  at  Lee  Vining,  Mono 
15  Oct  (Sally  Miller).  Single,  different  Bay- 
breasted Warblers  were  on  FI.  12-14  (JTz, 
MtB,  DJM)  & 18  Sep  (PRBO);  one  at  Babel 
Slough  19  Sep  (ph.  TEa)  was  Yolo’s  first  and 
only  the  third  for  the  C.V  Eleven  Blackbur- 
nian Warblers  included  2 each  in  Humboldt, 
Marin,  S.F,  and  Monterey,  and  3 on  EL  We  re- 
ceived reports  of  5 1 Chestnut-sided  Warblers 
compared  to  an  average  of  39,  and  Santa  Cruz 
(with  8)  nearly  doubled  its  ten-year  average. 
The  86  Blackpoll  Warblers  this  season  was 
our  highest  total  in  more  than  a decade.  Elev- 
en Black-throated  Blue  Warblers  was  about 
average,  as  was  our  Palm  Warbler  total  of  142. 
Notable  among  the  Palm  Warhlers  was  Plac- 
er’s first  at  Rocklin  28  Oct  (tSCR).  In  a pos- 
sible first  for  this  column,  a Yellow-throated 
Warbler  on  FI.  was  first  found  and  identified 
via  webcam  by  an  observer  in  Louisiana  14- 
15  Sep  (MtB,  JTz  et  al).  More  conventional 
means  produced  Yellow-throated  Warblers 
at  Ferry  Park,  S.F  13  Sep-F  (likely  returning 
from  last  year;  Noah  Arthur,  m.ob.),  along 
the  Eel  River,  Humboldt  20  Oct  (Meghan  Still, 
RHw,  DCo,  MWa),  and  near  Half  Moon  Bay, 
San  Mateo  21  Oct  (t Virginia  Marshall).  Prairie 
Warblers  were  sparsely  reported,  with  a total 
of  5,  less  than  half  our  average.  Black-throated 
Green  Warblers  were  on  EL  4 (DJM,  Maggie 
MacNeil,  JTz)  & 13  Oct  (PRBO),  and  anoth- 
er was  at  Point  Reyes,  Marin  22-23  Oct  (ph. 
Mark  Butler).  Our  only  Canada  Warbler  was 
at  Areata,  Humboldt  25-26  Oct  (tjohn  Oliver). 
Last,  but  certainly  not  least,  a Painted  Red- 
start was  at  Point  Reyes  12-14  Nov  (DSg,  ph. 
AWgh,  m.ob.),  providing  the  tenth  Regional 
record  and  the  fourth  for  Marin. 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Among  our  10  Green-tailed  Towhees,  the  3 or 
4 found  along  Blue  Ridge  Rd.  9 Sep-13  Nov 
were  unexpected  for  Napa  (RMu,  CLo,  JLx, 
RLCL,  MBe,  JSL).  The  season’s  only  Ameri- 
can Tree  Sparrow  was  along  the  ne.  shore 
of  Mono  Lake,  Mono  14  Nov  (CHo).  Clay- 
colored  Sparrows  were  plentiful  (82  vs.  an 
average  of  63),  with  more  than  20  in  Santa 


Cruz  setting  a new  county  record.  However, 
the  season’s  star  Spizella  was  a Field  Sparrow 
at  Point  Reyes  3-5  Nov  (KH,  ph.  Len  Blumin, 
ph.  JM,  m.ob.).  That  bird  was  Marin’s  first,  the 
Region’s  fifth,  and  Rich  Stallcup’s  last  county 
bird.  Black-throated  Sparrows  were  on  El.  6 
Sep  (PRBO),  at  Antonelli  Pond,  Santa  Cruz  8 
Sep  (SGe  et  al),  along  Usal  Rd.,  Mendocino  24 
Sep  (CEV,  KHv,  GEC),  and  at  Rodeo  Lagoon, 
Marin  15  Oct  (tLaG,  Jeff  Fairclough).  Lark 
Buntings  were  reported  from  Mono,  S.F,  El, 
Marin,  and  Kings,  but  the  flock  of  20  at  Knee- 
land  Airport,  Humboldt  3 Oct  (TWL)  may 
have  been  the  largest  single  flock  ever  record- 
ed in  the  Region.  Lark  Buntings  are  known 
to  be  somewhat  gregarious  in  migration,  and 
double-digit  flocks  have  been  recorded  in  s. 
California  on  occasion  (numbering  into  the 
hundreds  in  San  Bernardino  in  winter  1951- 
1952;  Field  Notes  6:  33.  210,  263).  However, 
nearly  all  our  reports  are  of  singles,  with  the 
previous  flock  record  being  17  in  Stanislaus 
May  1999  (Central  Valley  Bird  Club  Bulletin  2: 
33).  A Nelson’s  Sparrow  was  at  Moonglow 
Dairy,  Monterey  29  Nov  (ph.  Paul  Fenwick). 
Reports  of  Swamp  Sparrows  in  fall  and  winter 
appear  to  be  increasing,  and  this  season’s  total 
of  94  is  a new  record,  due  in  part  to  at  least  35 
birds  at  Giacomini  Wetlands,  Marin  14  Nov 
OCS,  TEa).  Five  Harris’s  Sparrows  included  a 
Yolo  bird  returning  for  its  second  year  at  Da- 
vis 26  Oct+  (Chris  Dunford,  m.ob.)  and  Stan- 
islaus’s second  near  Oakdale  22-25  Nov  (ph. 
John  Harris).  A Little  Bunting  14  Nov  (tJTz, 
tLukas  Musher)  provided  El.’s  second  record 
and  California’s  third. 

Seven  Summer  Tanagers  was  right  on  our 
average.  Our  only  Scarlet  Tanager  was  at  Lagu- 
na Grande  Park,  Monterey  13  Oct  (L&C  Rose, 
Mike  Stake,  ph.  DR  et  al).  Santa  Cruz  account- 
ed for  1 1 of  our  28  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks, 
setting  yet  another  seasonal  county  record. 
Blue  Grosbeaks  were  notable  on  FI.  25  Aug 
(PRBO),  Oasis,  Mono  15  Sep  (PJM),  along  Ste- 
vens Creek,  Santa  Clara  15-18  Sep  (ph.  PLD, 
MMR  et  ah),  and  in  S.F  21  Sep  QsC,  m.ob.). 
Eighteen  Indigo  Buntings  set  a new  fall  high 
for  the  Region.  We  are  usually  lucky  to  score 
more  than  one  Painted  Bunting,  so  3 was  an 
impressive  total,  with  singles  on  EL  9 (Eliza- 
beth Ames,  DJM,  Lukas  Musher,  Jay  Wright)  & 
18  Sep  (PRBO)  and  another  visiting  a S.F  feed- 
er 27-29  Sep  (ph.  Jason  MeVay).  Dickcissels 
were  on  EL  17  Sep  (PRBO),  at  Coyote  Point, 
San  Mateo  18  Sep  (RSTh),  and  at  Fort  Mason, 
S.F  1 Oct  (ph.  David  Assman,  m.oh.).  Twenty- 
three  Bobolinks  was  our  highest  fall  total  in 
a dozen  years.  Our  only  Rusty  Blackbird  was 
on  EL  14-18  Nov  (ph.  Lukas  Musher,  Maggie 
MacNeil,  ph.  JTz  et  al.).  Our  14  Orchard  Ori- 
oles included  one  that  rewarded  county  bird- 
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ers  by  crossing  Putah  Creek  between  Yolo  and 
Solano  11-15  Sep  (ph.  TEa,  SCH,  m.ob.),  pro- 
viding Solano  with  its  first  record.  Four  of  our 
6 Baltimore  Orioles  were  on  FI.  1 1 Sep-4  Oct. 
Twenty  Pine  Grosbeaks  in  Golden  Trout  Wil- 
derness Area,  Tulare  1 Nov  (SDS,  TKz)  were  at 
the  s.  end  of  the  species’  range. 

This  fall  saw  a remarkable  continent- wide 
irruption  of  boreal  seed-eating  species.  In 
California,  Red-breasted  Nuthatches,  Red 
Crossbills,  and  Pine  Siskins  were  all  unusu- 
ally abundant  and  widespread  (more  on  this 
in  a winter  report  S.A.  box).  It  can  be  difficult 
to  determine  the  source  of  birds  involved  in 
these  irruptions  for  most  species.  However, 
the  distinctive  calls  of  different  Types  of  Red 
Crossbills  can  be  useful,  and  this  season  ob- 
servers in  Marin,  Monterey,  Sacramento,  Santa 
Cmz,  and  FI.  all  noted  that  Type  3 flight  calls 
were  heard.  Type  3 Red  Crossbills  breed  pri- 
marily in  the  Pacific  Northwest. 

Corrigenda:  In  the  fall  2011  column,  we 
mistakenly  reported  there  was  one  White- 
winged Dove  in  Humboldt  22  Sep  when  there 
were  2,  that  there  were  10  Tropical  Kingbirds 
there  during  the  period  when  there  were  13, 
and  that  there  was  one  Eastern  Phoebe  there 
when  the  only  one  reported  could  not  be  con- 
firmed. In  addition,  the  Northern  Wheatear  in 
S.F.  and  Painted  Bunting  in  Mono  were  not  the 
first  records  for  those  counties  but  the  second. 

Cited  observers  (county  subregional  editors 
in  boldface):  Ken  Able  (Lassen),  Leonie  Bat- 
kin, Murray  Berner  (Napa),  Gary  A.  Bloom- 
field, William  G.  Bousman  (Santa  Clara), 


Matthew  Brady,  Lucas  Brug  Ray  Bruun,  Ryan 
D.  Burnett,  Helen  Button,  Scott  Carey,  Rita 
Carratello,  George  E.  Chaniot,  Josiah  Clark, 
Daryl  Coldren,  Chris  Conard  (Sacramento), 
Hugh  Cotter,  Rudy  C.  Darling  (Nevada),  Jeff 
N.  Davis  (Madera),  Al  DeMartini,  Bruce  E. 
Deuel  (n.  C.V  counties),  Scott  Dietrich,  Colin 
E Dillingham  (Plumas  and  Sierra),  Matthew 
Dodder,  Peggy  L.  Don,  Jon  L.  Dunn,  Tanner 
Easterla,  Todd  Easterla,  Mark  W.  Eaton  (San 
Francisco),  Amber  D.  Edwards,  Scott  Edwards, 
Ray  Ekstrom  (Siskiyou),  Jules  G.  Evens,  Gil 
Ewing,  David  Fix,  Rick  Fournier  (RE),  Rob 
Fowler  (Humboldt;  RbF),  Dea  Freid,  Steve 
Gerow  (Santa  Cruz),  Yohn  Gideon,  Steve  A. 
Glover  (Contra  Costa),  Lois  Goldfrank,  Laurie 
Graham,  Tom  Grey,  Denise  Hamilton,  Steve  C. 
Hampton,  Keith  Hansen,  W.  Edward  Harper, 
John  Harris  (Stanislaus),  Garth  Harwood, 
Jim  Havlena,  Karen  Havlena,  Floyd  Hayes, 
Rob  Hewitt,  Bill  Hill,  Craig  Hohenberger,  Jim 
Holmes,  Steve  N.  G.  Howell,  Richard  E.  Hu- 
bacek,  Eugene  S.  Hunn,  John  E.  Hunter  (Trin- 
ity), Ken  Irwin,  Alvaro  Jaramillo,  Robert  J.  Ke- 
iffer  (Mendocino),  Clay  Kempf,  Mark  Kudrav, 
Tony  Kurz,  Jeri  M.  Langham,  Jim  Laughlin, 
Paul  E.  Lehman,  Robin  L.  C.  Leong  (Solano), 
Tom  W Leskiw,  Jim  Lomax,  Calvin  Lou,  John 
Luther,  Michael  J.  Mammoser,  Roger  Mar- 
lowe, Don  Marsh,  Dan  J.  Maxwell  (Marin), 
Sean  McAllister,  Todd  McGrath,  Peter  J.  Me- 
tropulos  (San  Mateo),  Martin  Meyers,  Joseph 
Morlan,  Dominik  Mosur,  Dan  P Murphy, 
Roger  Muskat,  Dan  Nelson,  Kristie  N.  Nel- 
son (Mono),  Golden  Gate  Raptor  Observatory, 
Chet  Ogan,  Frances  Oliver  (San  Joaquin),  Lew 
Oring,  Ed  Pandolfino  (Placer),  Kathy  Parker, 


Linda  Pittman,  Will  Richardson,  Robert  J. 
Richmond  (Alameda),  Alex  M.  Rinkert,  Don 
Roberson  (Monterey),  Michael  M.  Rogers, 
Carole  Rose,  Diane  Rose,  Larry  Rose,  Steve 
Rose,  Kerry  G.  Ross,  Stephen  C.  Rottenborn, 
James  Rowoth,  Ruth  A.  Rudesill  (Sonoma), 
Paul  Saraceni,  Mary  Schiedt,  Jeff  Seay  (Kings), 
Shearwater  Journeys,  Daniel  Singer,  Keith  M. 
Slauson,  Mark  Stacy,  Rich  Stallcup,  John  C. 
Sterling  (Modoc,  Alpine,  Calaveras,  and  Yolo), 
Tim  Steurer  (El  Dorado  and  Amador),  David 
L.  Suddjian  (Santa  Cruz  and  Mariposa),  Ste- 
ven D.  Summers  (Tulare),  Ronald  S.  Thorn, 
Jim  Tietz  (EL),  John  Trochet,  Steve  Umland 
(Tuolumne),  Kent  Van  Vuren  (Merced),  Chuck 
E.  Vaughn,  Matt  Wachs,  Jeff  H.  Wall,  Dave 
Weber,  Liz  West,  Jerry  R.  White  (Lake),  Alan 
Wight,  David  Wimpfheimer,  Roger  Wolfe, 
Gary  Woods,  Dave  Woodward,  David  G.  Yee, 
Bob  & Carol  Yutzy  (Shasta),  Karen  Zunwalt. 
Many  more  observers  are  not  specifically  cited; 
all  are  appreciated.  O 


Jeff  N.  Davis  (Doves  to  Thrushes) 

1 1 238  N.  Via  Trevisio  Way,  Fresno,  California  93730 
(jdavis@colibri-ecology.com) 

Ed  Pandolfino  (Thrashers  to  Finches) 

1328  49th  Street,  Sacramento,  California  95819 
(erpfromca@aol.com) 

Michael  M.  Rogers 

(Waterfowl  to  Quail,  Herons  to  Shorebirds) 

499  Novato  Avenue,  Sunnyvale,  California  94086 
(m.m.rogers@comcast.net) 

Stephen  C.  Rottenborn 

(Loons  to  Frigatebirds,  Larids  to  Alcids) 

983  University  Avenue,  Building  D,  Los  Gatos, 
California  95032,  (srottenborn@harveyecology.com) 


Southern  California 


Guy  McCaskie 
Kimball  L.  Garrett 
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The  fall  was  even  warmer  than  normal 
and  quite  dry,  apart  from  some  inte- 
rior thunderstorms;  this  changed  in 
November,  when  a series  of  Pacific  troughs 
brought  cooler-than-average  temperatures 
and  some  precipitation.  Mid-October’s  Tropi- 
cal Storm  Paul,  off  the  Pacific  Coast  of  Baja 
California,  brought  little  in  the  way  of  weath- 
er to  our  Region  but  did  bring  a couple  of 
dozen  Magnificent  Frigatebirds  to  San  Diego 
and  one  farther  north. 

Movements  of  some  irruptive  species, 
including  Red-breasted  Nuthatches,  Pine 
Siskins  and  Evening  Grosbeaks,  were  noted 
widely  in  the  lowlands  this  fall.  The  fall  also 
produced  some  exceptional  rarities,  includ- 
ing California’s  first  Gray  Hawk  and  second 


Wood  Sandpiper,  two  White  Ibis  sightings 
(possibly  involving  the  same  bird),  and  only 
the  second  Varied  Bunting  in  California  since 
1914.  A photographed  Swainson’s  Thrush  of 
the  Olive -backed  subspecies  group  provided 
the  best  documentation  to  date  in  the  Region 
for  what  may  well  prove  to  be  a full  species. 

Abbreviations:  B.S.  (Butterbredt  Spring  at 
the  s.  end  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  above  Cantil, 
e.  Kern);  C.L.  (China  Lake  Naval  Air  Weapons 
Station,  extreme  ne.  Kern);  EC.R.  (Furnace 
Creek  Ranch,  Death  Valley  N.R,  Inyo);  G.H.P. 
(Galileo  Hill  Park,  extreme  e.  Kern);  N.E.S.S. 
(n.  end  of  the  Salton  Sea,  Riverside);  P.P.  (Piute 
Ponds  on  Edwards  A.EB.,  ne.  Los  Angeles); 
S.C.R.E.  (Santa  Clara  River  estuary  near  Ven- 
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tura,  Ventura)',  S.E.S.S.  (s.  end  of  the  Salton 
Sea,  Imperial):  S.J.WA.  (San  Jacinto  WA.  near 
Lakeview,  Riverside):  VA.EB.  (Vandenberg 

A. EB.,  nw.  Santa  Barbara):  VC.G.F  (Ventura 
County  Game  Preserve  near  Pt.  Mugu  Naval 
Air  Station,  Ventura).  Museum  collections  ab- 
breviated in  the  text  are:  SDNHM  (San  Diego 
Natural  History  Museum).  Because  most 
rarities  in  s.  California  are  seen  by  multiple 
observers,  only  the  observer(s)  initially  find- 
ing and/or  identifying  the  bird  are  included. 
Documentation  for  species  on  the  California 

B. R.C.  (C.B.R.C.)  review  list  (see  <www.cali- 
forniabirds.org>)  is  forwarded  to  the  Secre- 
tary and  archived  at  the  Western  Foundation 
of  Vertebrate  Zoology  in  Camarillo. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  HERONS 

A Brant  showing  characteristics  of  the  Atlan- 
tic coast  subspecies  hrota  was  photographed 
as  it  flew  past  La  Jolla,  San  Diego  10  Nov 
(GN).  A Eurasian  Wigeon  at  C.L.  2 Oct  (SLS) 
was  the  earliest  of  the  13  reported  this  fall. 
Four  Harlequin  Ducks  on  the  coast  of  San 
Luis  Obispo  during  the  period  QCC,  TME, 
MLS)  were  in  the  only  area  within  s.  Califor- 
nia where  regular  in  small  numbers.  Twenty 
Surf  Scoters  were  found  inland,  with  2 on 
Diaz  Lake,  Inyo  28  Oct  (KH-L),  9 at  Owens 
Lake  28  Oct  (KH-L),  one  at  G.H.P  10  Oct 
(K62:BK),  5 at  C.L.  25  Oct  (SLS),  one  at  Des- 
ert Center,  Riverside  1 Nov  (CMcG),  and  2 
at  Imperial  Dam,  Imperial  5 Nov  (PEL).  Four 
White-winged  Scoters  on  Lake  Palmdale,  Los 
Angeles  27  Oct  (CDY)  and  one  on  the  San 
Bernardino  side  of  Lake  Havasu  27-29  Nov 
(LBH)  were  also  inland,  and  a Black  Scoter, 
by  far  the  rarest  of  the  scoters  inland,  was  at 
Parker  Dam,  San  Bernardino  26  Dec  (DVanP). 
On  the  coast,  only  19  White- 
winged Scoters,  8 Black  Scoters, 
and  4 Long-tailed  Ducks  were 
reported  after  30  Oct.  A Hooded 
Merganser  on  San  Clemente  Is- 
land 16  Nov  QBR)  was  the  first 
ever  found  on  this  island. 

A Red-throated  Loon  on 
Young  Reservoir  near  Calipatria, 

Imperial  16-26  Nov  (GMcC)  was 
the  only  one  reported  inland. 

Three  Pacific  Loons  were  inland, 
including  one  on  Jackson  Lake 
in  the  San  Gabriel  Mountains, 

Los  Angeles  4-12  Nov  (MSc,  JSc), 
along  with  single  birds  at  Klon- 
dike Lake,  Inyo  15  Nov  (T  & 

JH)  and  at  California  City,  Kern 
25-28  Oct  (BM).  A Red-necked 
Grebe  on  Fig  Lagoon  near  Seeley 
20-21  Oct  (GMcC)  was  only  the 
second  to  be  found  in  Imperial.  A 


Black-footed  Albatross  off  Dana  Point  1 Sep 
(NC)  provides  the  second  record  for  Orange 
waters,  A Flesh-footed  Shearwater,  rare  in  s. 
California  waters,  was  near  Santa  Cruz  Island 
2 Oct  (HPR).  A Wilson’s  Storm-Petrel,  rare 
off  extreme  s.  California,  was  22.5  km  w.  of 
Ocean  Beach,  San  Diego  3 Sep  (TMcG),  and 
another  was  42  km  se.  of  San  Clemente  Is- 
land 6 Oct  (PEL).  A substantial  number  of 
Least  Storm-Petrels  again  moved  northward 
into  s.  California  waters,  as  indicated  by  up 
to  1000  seen  at  the  30-Mile  Bank  between 
San  Diego  and  San  Clemente  I.  13  Oct  (PEL). 

Single  Red-billed  Tropicbirds  10  km  nw. 
of  Point  Loma,  San  Diego  30  Sep  (GN)  and 
19  km  w.  of  Point  Loma  6 Oct  (TMcG)  were 
the  closest  to  shore  of  the  9 reported  in  San 
Diego  and  Los  Angeles  waters.  A Masked/ 
Nazca  Booby  seen  from  La  Jolla,  San  Diego  9 
Nov  (BM,  JK)  was  too  distant  to  identify  to 
species.  A Blue-footed  Booby  photographed 
near  Obsidian  Butte  at  S.E.S.S.  7 Oct  (BJS) 
was  the  first  at  the  Salton  Sea  since  2009.  Re- 
ports of  Brown  Booby,  now  considered  a rare 
but  regular  visitor  to  the  ocean  waters  off  s. 
California,  included  single  birds  16  km  s.  of 
Goleta  Point,  Santa  Barbara  8 Sep  (BA),  11 
km  n.  of  Santa  Barbara  Island  14  Nov  (LH), 
17.6  km  w.  of  Point  Loma  13  Aug  (WTF), 
and  at  China  Point  on  San  Clemente  I.  22- 
24  Nov  OBR).  Much  rarer  in  these  waters  was 
a subad.  Red-footed  Booby  photographed  5 
km  off  Mission  Bay,  Son  Diego  23  Sep  (MG). 
A Brown  Pelican  inland  at  the  Carrizo  Plain 
N.M.,  San  Luis  Obispo  1 Nov  (AM)  was  well 
away  from  the  se.  part  of  the  Region,  where 
somewhat  regular  in  late  summer  and  early 
fall.  At  least  5 Neotropic  Cormorants  were 
found  at  S.E.S.S.  between  27  Jun  and  9 Oct 


(GMcC,  HBK,  KLG),  along  with  at  least  2 
more  on  Fig  Lagoon  between  5 Aug  and  24 
Nov  (GMcC,  JMcM).  An  unprecedented  24+ 
Magnificent  Frigatebirds  in  San  Diego  18  Oct 
OK,  PEL,  AAr),  along  with  one  at  Malibu,  Los 
Angeles  on  the  same  day  (KR),  were  no  doubt 
pushed  northward  from  Mexico  by  Tropical 
Storm  Paul. 

A Tricolored  Heron  on  the  Salton  Sea  at 
Salt  Creek  5-18  Aug  (CMcG)  was  the  only 
one  reported  in  California  in  2012.  A Reddish 
Egret  in  Goleta,  Santa  Barbara  19  Jul-25  Aug 
(RPH)  and  2 at  PM.N.A.S.  24  Sep  (DP)  made 
the  only  reports  on  the  coast  n.  of  San  Diego 
and  Orange:  inland,  one  was  at  S.E.S.S.  12-30 
Aug  (GMcC),  then  at  N.E.S.S.  8 Sep  (DMG), 
and  another  was  on  the  Colorado  River  near 
Blythe,  Riverside  9-29  Oct  (RA,  SK).  At  least 
3 ad.  Yellow-crowned  Night-Herons  were  at 
Imperial  Beach,  San  Diego  at  the  end  of  Nov 
(GMcC),  this  species  having  been  present 
since  2005;  a juv.  at  Bolsa  Chica  12-30  Nov+ 
(JW)  is  only  the  second  recorded  in  Orange. 
An  ad.  White  Ibis  at  Baker  31  Aug-6  Sep 
QB)  and  another  (same  bird?)  at  Carpinteria 
23  Sep-5  Oct  (EBC)  were  only  the  fourth  and 
fifth  in  California  and  the  first  in  San  Ber- 
nardino and  Santa  Barbara. 

VULTURES  THROUGH  PHALAROPES 

A Black  Vulture  around  Lompoc,  Santa  Bar- 
bara 21  Sep-30  Nov  (BKS)  is  believed  pres- 
ent since  Feb  2011,  and  another  around  Go- 
leta 22  Sep-29  Nov  (DMC)  is  believed  pres- 
ent off  and  on  since  Sep  2009.  The  presence 
of  2 recently  fledged  Northern  Goshawks  on 
Mount  Pinos,  Kern  10  Aug  OLD)  indicated 
successful  nesting  at  that  location;  an  imm. 
photographed  in  the  lowlands  near  Banning, 


This  adult  White  Ibis,  only  the  fourth  naturally  occurring  individual  to  be  found  in  the  Southern  California  region,  was  photographed  on  31 
August  2012,  the  day  it  was  found  associating  with  White-faced  Ibis  at  Baker,  San  Bernardino  County,  and  remained  through  6 September  2012. 
Photograph  by  Johnny  Bovee. 


VOLUME  67  (2013) 


NUMBER  1 


159 


SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA 


California's  second  Wood  Sandpiper  was  this  juvenile  on  Camp  Pendleton,  San  Diego  County  23-29  (here  24)  September  2012. 
Photograph  by  At)drew  Fisher. 


Riverside  6 Nov  (ED)  was  totally  unexpected. 
Up  to  3 Harris’s  Hawks  were  at  Jacumba,  San 
Diego  through  Nov  (EGK);  it  now  appears 
this  raptor  has  expanded  its  range  northward 
in  Baja  California  to  include  extreme  s.  Cali- 
fornia. Totally  unexpected  was  a young  Gray 
Hawk  at  Carpinteria  25-30  Nov-t-  (EBC),  the 
hrst  documented  in  California.  More  than  the 
average  number  of  migrant  Broad-winged 
Hawks  was  reported,  with  at  least  29  along 
the  coast  and  4 more  in  Kern  and  Riverside. 
Six  Zone-tailed  Hawks  in  the  coastal  lowlands 
of  Ventura,  Orange,  and  San  Diego,  along  with 
one  inland  near  El  Centro,  Imperial  24  Sep-30 
Nov-t-  (KZK),  was  about  average.  Eive  Rough- 
legged Hawks,  with  4 in  San  Luis  Obispo  and 
one  in  Inyo  in  Nov,  were  all  in  the  extreme  n. 
part  of  this  Region. 

A Sandhill  Crane  near  Creston,  San  Luis 
Obispo  18  Oct  (CD),  another  at  Baker  1 Oct 
(JEP),  2 in  flight  over  Desert  Center  6 Oct 
(HBK),  and  2 more  over  the  San  Jacinto  Val- 
ley, Riverside  14  Nov  (SJM)  were  all  at  unex- 
pected locations.  Single  American  Golden- 
Plovers,  rare  in  s.  California,  were  on  the 
coast  at  Morro  Bay,  San  Luis  Obispo  10-21  Sep 
OSR),  near  Port  Hueneme,  Ventura  14  Sep 
(AJS),  and  near  Imperial  Beach  13-16  Sep 
(MSa),  and  2 were  together  inland  at  C.L.  27 
Oct  (CAM).  Reports  of  Pacihc  Golden-Plover 
included  presumed  migrants  at  San  Elijo  La- 
goon, San  Diego  11  Sep  (SW)  and  at  S.E.S.S. 
21  Sep  (GMcC),  with  5 presumed  wintering 
birds  at  four  locations  on  the  coast,  along 
with  a flock  of  1 1 on  San  Clemente  1.  16  Nov 
(JBR).  A Mountain  Plover  at  Bishop,  Inyo  11- 


30  Nov  O&DP)  and  up  to  2 at  C.L.  15-16 
Oct  (DVB)  were  in  an  areas  where  seldom 
recorded. 

Solitary  Sandpipers  were  more  numerous 
and  widespread  than  normal,  with  at  least 
40  reported  along  the  coast  and  52  inland 
between  2 Aug  and  8 Oct,  including  a high 
count  of  5 together  at  Baker  2 Sep  (TAB).  A 
juv.  Wood  Sandpiper  on  Camp  Pendleton, 
San  Diego  23-29  Sep  OMcM,  BM)  provided 
the  second  record  for  California.  A juv.  Bar- 


tailed Godwit  was  photographed  at  Morro 
Bay  7 Sep  (KJZ),  and  another  was  photo- 
graphed at  S.C.R.E.  18  Sep  (DP).  A Ruddy 
Turnstone  near  Ripley,  Riverside  1 1 Sep 
(DVanP)  was  inland  and  the  only  one  found 
away  from  the  Salton  Sea.  The  only  Red  Knots 
inland  and  away  from  the  Salton  Sea  were  3 
at  Owens  Lake  16  Sep  (SLS),  another  there 
23  Sep  (KH-L),  and  singles  at  the  S.J.W.A.  9 
Aug  (AEM)  and  7 Sep  (CMcG).  Likewise,  the 
only  Sanderlings  inland  away  from  the  Salton 
Sea  were  one  at  Tecopa,  Inyo  30  Sep  OEP),  8 
at  Owens  Lake  23  Sep  (KH-L),  2 in  Daggett, 
San  Bernardino  22  Sep  (BS),  and  one  at  Lake 
Perris,  Riverside  2-6  Oct  (CMcG).  Semipal- 
mated  Sandpipers  appeared  scarcer  than 
expected,  with  only  12  along  the  coast  and 
a pathetic  7 inland  between  5 Aug  and  10 
Sep.  Baird’s  Sandpipers  were  quite  numerous 
in  the  ne.  part  of  the  Region,  as  indicated  by 
a count  of  79  at  Owens  Lake  21  Aug  (T&JH), 
but  were  scarcer  than  expected  elsewhere,  as 
suggested  by  only  15  reported  on  the  coast  in 
Aug-Sep.  Good  numbers  of  Pectoral  Sand- 
pipers were  found  throughout  the  Region, 
with  75  at  VC.G.P.  27  Sep  (LS)  and  15  at 
Barstow,  San  Bernardino  22  Sep  (BS)  being 
the  largest  flocks  on  the  coast  and  inland. 
A juv.  Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper  was  well  pho- 
tographed at  the  VC.G.P  24-25  Sep  (LS). 
The  only  Stilt  Sandpipers  found  away  from 
S.E.S.S.  were  4 at  the  VC.G.P  between  23  Jul 
and  10  Sep  (LS,  RNo),  5 at  Long  Beach,  Los 
Angeles  between  23  Aug  and  1 Oct  (RB),  one 
at  Owens  Lake  21  Aug  (C&RH),  3 at  C.L.  26 
Aug-21  Sep  (SLS),  and  one  at  the  S.J.WA.  5 


Although  Sharp-tailed  Sandpipers  are  of  annual  occurrence  in  Northern  California,  they  are  much  rarer  in  Southern  California, 
with  this  juvenile  at  the  Ventura  County  Game  Preserve  near  Point  Mugu,  Ventura  County  on  24  September  2012  being  the  only 
one  this  fall.  Photograph  by  Larry  Sansone. 
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Oct  (CMcG).  The  only  Buff-breasted  Sand- 
pipers were  one  inland  at  Owens  Lake  30  Sep 
(SLS)  and  another  on  the  coast  at  YC.G.R 
25  Sep  (LS).  Single  Ruffs  were  along  the 
coast  at  Oceano,  San  Luis  Obispo  26-31  Aug 
(CAM),  Pismo  Beach,  San  Luis  Obispo  18-26 
Sep  (KJZ),  Los  Alamos,  Santa  Barbara  10  Oct 
(PAGa),  Guadalupe,  Santa  Barbara  12-19  Oct 
(WTF),  near  Port  Hueneme  4 Sep  (ST),  at 
VC.G.P  23-25  & 24-25  Sep  (LS),  and  inland 
at  C.L.  24-27  Sep  (SLS)  and  S.E.S.S.  8-20 
Oct  (KLG).  A Red  Phalarope  at  Owens  Lake 
25  Sep  (SLS)  and  another  at  Barstow,  San 
Bernardino  7 Oct  (TAB)  were  inland. 

GULLS  THROUGH  FLYCATCHERS 

Only  10  Sabine’s  Gulls  were  found  inland, 
with  one  at  Owens  Lake  25  Sep  (SLS),  up  to 
2 at  C.L.  24-27  Oct  (SLS),  one  on  Lake  Palm- 
dale 12  Sep  (CDY),  up  to  4 on  Lake  Havasu 
15-18  Sep  (DVanP),  and  2 at  S.E.S.S.  15- 
21  Sep  (HBK,  GMcC).  Numbers  of  migrant 
Franklin’s  Gulls  were  far  lower  than  expected, 
with  only  one  each  in  Kern  and  inland  Los  An- 
geles, and  no  more  than  10  at  S.E.S.S.  Single 
Heermann’s  Gulls  at  Daggett,  San  Bernardino 
5 Oct  (SRe),  Lake  Elsinore,  Riverside  8 Nov 
QSz),  and  at  Desert  Center  9 Nov  (DK)  were 
all  well  inland  and  away  from  the  Salton  Sea. 
Two  Black  Skimmers  at  the  Prado  R.P  2-3 
Aug  (HBK)  provided  the  fourth  record  for 
San  Bernardino.  A Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 
at  S.E.S.S.  15  Sep-10  Dec  (GMcC)  was  the 
only  one  reported.  An  adult  Herring  Gull  at 
S.E.S.S.  5 Aug  (GMcC)  was  an  exception- 
ally early  fall  migrant,  and  a somewhat  early 
Glaucous  Gull  was  at  S.E.S.S.  26  Nov  (KLG). 
The  only  jaegers  found  inland  were  a Para- 
sitic Jaeger  on  Lake  Havasu  3 Sep  (DVanP),  4 
more  at  S.E.S.S.  7-15  Sep  (RT,  GMcC),  and  a 
Long-tailed  Jaeger  at  S.E.S.S.  15  Sep  (GMcC). 
A Pigeon  Guillemot  off  San  Pedro,  Los  Angeles 
30  Aug-7  Sep  (BA)  was  quite  far  south.  Elev- 
en Marbled  Murrelets  were  reported  along 
the  coast  of  San  Luis  Obispo  and  Santa  Bar- 
bara, vAth  6 off  VA.FB.  19  Nov  (NAL)  being 
at  the  s.  limit  of  this  species’  normal  range. 

! Two  Craveri’s  Murrelets  found  off  Orange  22 
Sep  OLD)  and  14  seen  8-16  km  off  La  Jolla  23 
Sep  (DMP)  are  the  first  in  California  waters 
since  2009. 

At  least  44  White-vAnged  Doves  along  the 
coast  were  more  than  expected.  A Ruddy 
■ Ground-Dove  at  Bard,  Imperial  22  Nov  (PEL) 
.was  the  only  one  found  this  fall.  Short-eared 
Owls  may  have  been  a little  more  numerous 
than  expected,  as  15  were  reported  scattered 
throughout  the  Region.  A family  group  of 
Northern  Pygmy-Owls  with  2 fledglings  at 
Winston  Springs  in  the  San  Gabriel  Moun- 
tains 2-9  Aug  (LB)  were  at  the  s.  limit  of  the 


species’  range.  Up  to  5 Chimney  Swifts  at 
Elysian  Park  in  Los  Angeles  18  Aug-6  Sep 
(MSc,  JSc,  DD,  KB)  probably  summered  lo- 
cally. An  impressive  count  of  up  to  14,540 
Vaux’s  swifts  were  using  a roost  site  in  down- 
town Los  Angeles  12-24  Sep  OO-  A Broad- 
billed Hummingbird  was  at  Chiriaco  Sum- 
mit, Riverside  28-30  Oct  (OJ),  and  another 
at  San  Diego  25-30  Nov+  (MP)  frequented 
the  same  feeder  as  used  last  winter.  Out-of- 
range Acorn  Woodpeckers  included  one  on 
the  Palos  Verdes  Peninsula,  Los  Angeles  20 
Sep  (PG),  up  to  4 at  Long  Beach  22  Oct-30 
Nov+  (KSG),  one  at  Huntington  Beach  9 Oct 
(DT),  and  one  on  Point  Loma  6 Sep  (PAGi) 
along  the  coast,  along  with  one  at  Crystal 
Spring  in  extreme  se.  Inyo  1 Oct  QLP)  and 
another  close  to  the  Colorado  River  at  Bard 
12  Nov  (TAB).  A Williamson’s  Sapsucker  at 
Crystal  Spring  27  Oct  OEP)  was  well  away 
from  the  mountains.  More  than  20  Yellow- 
bellied  Sapsuckers  were  reported  from  loca- 
tions scattered  throughout  the  Region.  Single 
Hairy  Woodpeckers  at  Huntington  Beach 

17  Sep-30  Nov  QA)  and  San  Diego  31  Oct 
(BM),  and  single  White-headed  Woodpeck- 
ers at  Yucaipa,  San  Bernardino  23  Sep  (RMcK) 
and  at  Hansen  Dam,  Los  Angeles  2 Sep  (KLG), 
were  in  the  lowlands,  where  unexpected. 
Single  Gilded  Flickers  at  widely  separated  lo- 
cations in  the  Mojave  National  Preserve  in  e. 
San  Bernardino  19  (KW)  & 23  Sep  (CS)  were 
in  the  only  area  in  California  still  supporting 
the  species.  A Crested  Caracara  in  the  Tijua- 
na River  Valley,  San  Diego  2-12  Sep  (GN)  was 
believed  to  be  the  same  bird  seen  here  off  and 
on  since  Sep  2009. 

A well-studied  and  photographed  Yellow- 
bellied  Flycatcher,  at  Huntington  Central 
Park,  Orange  15-16  Oct  (TE)  was  only  the 
fifteenth  to  be  found  in  the  Region  and  ties 
the  latest  record.  Surprisingly,  only  one  Least 
Flycatcher  was  reported:  in  Surprise  Canyon 
in  the  Panamint  Mountains,  Inyo  27-28  Sep 
QEP).  At  least  1 1 Eastern  Phoebes  were  found 
on  the  coastal  slope  after  20  Oct,  including 
2 together  on  Santa  Rosa  Island,  Santa  Bar- 
bara 21  Oct  (MV)  and  several  others  that 
remained  to  winter;  on  the  deserts,  singles 
were  at  Blythe,  Riverside  30  Oct  (LBH)  and  in 
Imperial  at  Bard  5 Nov  and  Imperial  Dam  24 
Nov  (both  PEL).  A Dusky-capped  Flycatcher 
at  Malibu  Lagoon,  Los  Angeles  9 Nov  (AB) 
was  apparently  a migrant,  but  one  at  Bell 
Gardens,  Los  Angeles  18  Nov-i-  had  returned 
for  its  third  winter  (RB).  A Great  Crested  Fly- 
catcher at  Birchim  Canyon  near  Bishop  6 Sep 
O&DP)  was  the  first  ever  found  in  Inyo.  As 
expected.  Tropical  Kingbirds  turned  up  along 
the  coast,  with  at  least  24  birds  found  after 

18  Sep;  another  on  San  Clemente  Island  21 
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With  the  number  of  Chimney  Swifts  reaching  California  in 
decline,  it  is  nice  to  have  well-documented  records  such  as 
this  one  over  Elysian  Park  in  Los  Angeles,  Los  Angeles  County 
21  August  2012.  Photograph  by  Larry  Sansone. 

Oct  was  only  the  second  ever  found  on  that 
island  (EH),  and  a returning  wintering  bird 
at  Prado  R.P  27  Oct-i-  (TAB)  was  well  inland. 
A Thick-billed  Kingbird  in  Long  Beach  19-25 
Oct  (KSG)  did  not  remain  to  winter,  but  one 
returned  for  its  third  winter  in  Chula  Vista  14 
Oct-i-  (RNg).  A Cassin’s  Kingbird  near  Bishop 
6 Nov  O&KW)  was  the  latest  ever  in  fall  in 
Inyo  by  24  days.  The  only  Eastern  Kingbirds 
were  at  Hansen  Dam  9 Sep  (KLG)  and  Zzyzx, 
San  Bernardino  28  Sep  OEP).  Scissor-tailed 
Flycatchers  were  in  the  Sepulveda  Basin,  Los 
Angeles  24  Aug-22  Sep  0^0  arid  Oceanside 
5-13  Oct  (MM,  NG). 

SHRIKES  THROUGH  LONGSPURS 

A Northern  Shrike  was  in  the  Pahrump  Val- 
ley in  extreme  se.  Inyo  17  Nov  (TAB).  The 
White-eyed  Vireo  summering  on  Point  Loma 
remained  through  6 Oct  (GN,  EGK).  Rela- 
tively bright  nominate  bellii  Bell’s  Vireos  are 
casual  in  the  Region;  one  was  at  Nestor,  San 
Diego  2 Nov  (PEL).  A Yellow-throated  Vireo 
in  Huntington  Central  Park  26  Aug-9  Sep 
(LO)  had  possibly  summered  locally.  Birds 
showing  the  characters  of  Blue-headed  Vir- 
eos were  in  Los  Osos,  San  Luis  Obispo  20- 
21  Oct  QSR)  and  at  Camp  Pendleton,  San 
Diego  11  Sep  OMcM),  though  the  C.B.R.C. 
has  generally  been  reticent  about  accepting 
records  of  any  but  the  brightest  individu- 
als. Late  Warbling  Vireos  included  birds  at 
Shoshone  3 Nov  (the  second  latest  fall  record 
for  Inyo;  CAM),  Pismo  S.B.,  Oceano  6 Nov 
OCC),  and  Prado  R.  P 23  Nov  QB).  A good 
showing  of  Philadelphia  Vireos  included  one 
at  Ridgecrest  29  Sep  (RAB),  one  at  Pismo 
S.B.,  Oceano  7-14  Oct  (TDS),  and  2 at  Ca- 
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marillo,  Ventura  10-16  Oct  (DP),  Red-eyed 
Vireos  continue  to  be  exceptionally  scarce  in 
the  Region,  with  birds  this  fall  at  Mid  Hills 
Campground,  e.  San  Bernardino  5 Sep  QU,  at 
Carpinteria,  Santa  Barbara  14  Sep  (EEC),  and 
on  La  Cumbre  Peak,  Santa  Ynez  Mountains, 
Santa  Barbara  30  Sep  (WTF).  By  contrast, 
Yellow-green  Vireos  have  recently  proven  at 
least  as  numerous  as  Red-eyeds,  though  oc- 
curring later  in  fall;  this  seasons  birds  were 
at  Point  Loma  26-27  Sep  (SES),  San  Diego  3 
Oct  (*SDNHM;  PU),  Camarillo  13  Oct  (SET, 
AJS),  and  the  Oxnard  Plain,  Ventura  24-28 
Oct  (FDeM). 

Purple  Martins  at  Malibu  Lagoon,  Los  An- 
geles 9 Sep  (CDY)  and  Finney  Lake,  S.E.S.S. 
2 Sep  (TMcG)  were  at  well-worked  localities 
where  migrant  martins  are  rarely  recorded. 
Oak  Titmice  somewhat  out  of  range  on  the 
Riverside  deserts  were  at  Palm  Desert  1 1 Oct 
(KL)  and  Chiriaco  Summit  25  Nov  (CO).  A 
returning  Verdin  was  on  the  campus  of  U. 
C.  Riverside  30  Nov  (KG).  Nearly  all  county 
compilers  commented  on  the  “higher-than- 
normal  numbers”  of  Red-breasted  Nut- 
hatches in  the  coastal  and  desert  lowlands; 
evidence  of  this  impressive  invasion  included 
one  seen  from  a boat  at  Tanner  Bank,  some  60 
km  sw.  of  San  Clemente  Island  14  Oct  (PEL), 
nearly  daily  sightings  on  San  Clemente  Island 
15  Sep-3  Nov  (JTS),  and  up  to  60  birds  per 
day  in  late  Sep  on  the  Kern  deserts  (KHL). 
Brown  Creepers  also  moved  in  good  numbers 
into  the  lowlands,  as  evidenced  by  at  least  22 
birds  at  13  localities  in  coastal  Los  Angeles  1 
Oct+. 

Exceptionally  early  Ruby-crowned  King- 
lets were  in  Santa  Barbara  19-21  Aug  (FS) 
and  Pismo  S.B.  31  Aug  (MLS);  one  on  Mount 
Baden-Powell  in  the  San  Gabriel  Moun- 
tains, Los  Angeles  2 Sep  (CMcF)  was  in  an 
area  where  the  species  has  been  knovm  to 
summer.  A well-photographed  Swainson’s 
Thrush  of  the  Olive-backed  subspecies 
group  near  El  Centro  2 Oct  (KZK)  provides 
the  best  documentation  of  this  group  in  the 
Region,  A Rufous-backed  Robin  was  enjoyed 
by  scores  of  observers  at  Chiriaco  Summit, 
Riverside  29  Oct-9  Dec  (DK).  A Gray  Catbird 
at  Crystal  Spring  14  Oct  (C&RH)  was  the 
only  one  reported.  Brown  Thrashers  were  at 
Emigrant  Ranger  Station,  Inyo  29  Sep  OhP) 
and  Desert  Center  29  Oct  (DK,  CAM).  Inyo’s 
hrst  Curve -billed  Thrasher  remained  at  Star- 
lite,  w.  of  Bishop,  from  the  summer  period 
through  3 Dec  (R&KS).  Its  hard  for  Euro- 
pean Starlings  to  make  news  in  the  Region, 
but  a flock  of  15  seen  from  a boat  62  km  w.  of 
San  Miguel  Island  26  Oct  (PEL)  was  certainly 
noteworthy. 

Red-throated  Pipits  were  represented  this 


year  by  up  to  3 in  the  Tijuana  River  Valley  13 
Oct-4  Nov  (GMcC,  PEL).  A lone  Bohemian 
Waxwing  was  at  Bishop  26  Nov  Q&DP),  but 
no  subsequent  invasion  followed.  The  earliest 
longspur  reports  were  of  a Lapland  Longspur 
at  G.H.P  27  Oct  (CAM)  and  a Chestnut- 
collared  in  the  Tijuana  River  Valley  14  Oct 
(GMcC). 

WARBLERS 

Five  Ovenbirds  in  coastal  areas  1 5 Sep-5  Oct 
and  3 on  the  deserts  8 Sep-25  Oct  were  both  a 
bit  above  average.  A Louisiana  Waterthrush 
was  seen  by  many  at  California  City  3-12  Sep 
(TEW);  the  seven  Regional  fall  records  are  all 
between  7 Aug  and  25  Sep.  Fifteen  Northern 
Waterthrushes  were  on  the  coast  24  Aug-18 
Nov,  with  8 more  on  the  deserts  25  Aug-26 
Nov.  A Golden-winged  Warbler  at  Pismo 
S.B.  17  Sep  (RHZ)  is  under  review  by  the 
C.B.R.C.  Some  43  Black-and-white  Warblers 
on  the  coastal  slope  after  6 Sep  included  sev- 
eral that  remained  to  winter;  another  4 were 
on  the  deserts  26  Aug-2  Nov.  Prothonotary 
Warblers  were  at  Deep  Springs  College  3 Sep 
(SLS)  and  coastally  at  Sunland,  Los  Angeles 
11-12  Sep  (KLG),  Pismo  S.B.,  Oceano  18  Sep 
(KJZ),  Refugio  S.B.,  Santa  Barbara  19  Sep-13 
Oct  (MSc),  and  Point  Loma  19  Sep  (DA). 
Slightly  above  average  were  29  Tennessee 
Warblers  in  coastal  areas  8 Sep-12  Nov;  the 
only  desert  sighting  was  at  Thousand  Palms, 
Riverside  14  Oct  (RMcK).  Five  vagrant  Lucy’s 
Warblers  appeared  on  the  coast  15  Sep-18 
Nov.  Virginia’s  Warblers  were  routinely  found 
along  the  coast  in  fall  through  the  1970s,  but 
numbers  have  declined  greatly;  this  fall,  only 
4 were  found  on  the  coast  3 Sep-7  Oct,  with 
another  returning  wintering  bird  at  West  Los 
Angeles  24  Oct+  (DSC).  Farther  inland  Vir- 
ginia’s were  at  Elizabeth  Lake,  Los  Angeles  14 
Sep  (CDY),  the  Carrizo  Plain  17  Oct  (PAGa), 
and  the  in  the  e.  part  of  the  Region  at  As- 
pendell,  Inyo  26  Aug  (RJS)  and  Baker  7 Sep 
(BD).  A Connecticut  Warbler  at  Prisoner’s 
Harbor,  Santa  Cruz  Island  14  Sep  (NAL)  was 
only  the  fourth  for  the  Region’s  coast  since 
1990.  A MacGillivray’s  Warbler  at  B.S.  23-24 
Oct  (HLJ,  BM)  was  the  latest  ever  in  fall  for 
Kern.  Single  Kentucky  Warblers  were  found 
inland  at  California  City  25  Aug  (TEW)  and 
coastally  near  Santa  Ynez,  Santa  Barbara  15- 
18  Oct  (CP). 

Hooded  Warblers  were  at  the  Sepulveda 
Basin,  Los  Angeles  20  Aug-3  Sep  (MSc),  Point 
Loma  11  Sep  (SBM),  and  California  City  8 
Sep  (AH).  Some  46  American  Redstarts  19 
Aug-27  Oct  (with  3 remaining  into  the  -win- 
ter in  San  Diego)  was  about  average;  three- 
fourths  of  these  birds  were  in  coastal  areas. 
For  the  second  consecutive  fall,  there  were 


3 Cape  May  Warblers,  after  four  preceding 
falls  without  a record;  one  at  Carrizo  Plain 
N.M.  3 Nov  (M&DT)  was  the  fifth  for  San 
Luis  Obispo,  and  others  were  in  Goleta  15  Sep 
QH)  and  3 Oct  (KA).  Thirteen  Northern  Pa- 
rulas  on  the  coastal  slope  after  26  Aug  (with 
3 birds  in  Los  Angeles  remaining  to  winter) 
and  another  8 on  the  deserts  3 Sep-25  Nov 
was  a bit  above  average  for  fall;  one  or  2 
summering  birds  at  Aspendell  remained  un- 
til 30  Sep  (RJS).  Magnolia  Warblers  doubled 
their  recent  fall  average,  with  18  on  the  coast 
18  Sep-2  Nov  and  8 more  on  the  deserts  7 
Sep- 18  Oct.  Bay-breasted  Warblers,  always 
among  our  scarcer  eastern  warblers,  were  at 
Rovana,  Inyo  13  Sep  (J&DP),  Arroyo  Grande 
Creek,  Oceano  15  Sep  (CAM),  Pismo  S.B., 
Oceano  19  Sep-8  Oct  (MLS),  and  Camarillo 
11-13  Oct  (AJS).  Eight  Blackburnian  War- 
blers were  along  the  coast  26  Sep- 11  Nov. 
Twenty  Chestnut-sided  Warblers  were  on 
the  coast  12  Sep-18  Nov,  with  additional 
wintering  birds  at  National  City,  San  Diego 
15  Nov-r  (PEL)  and  Legg  Lake,  Los  Angeles 
20  Nov+  OO);  3 more  were  on  the  deserts 
18-30  Sep.  It  was  a banner  fall  for  Blackpoll 
Warblers,  -with  59  on  the  coastal  slope  and 
islands  12  Sep-9  Nov  and  7 more  on  the 
deserts  4 Sep-5  Nov.  Black-throated  Blue 
Warblers  were  also  in  greater-than-average 
numbers,  and  skewed  late  and  toward  the 
interior,  as  is  often  the  case  with  this  spe- 
cies; 3 were  on  the  coast  and  islands  11-22 
Oct,  3 more  were  well  inland  on  the  coastal 
slope  23  Sep-2  Nov,  and  8 were  on  the  des- 
erts 12  Sep-8  Nov.  Most  impressive  of  all  was 
the  major  movement  of  Palm  Warblers,  well 
over  twice  the  recent  average;  89  were  on  the 
coast  after  16  Sep,  with  9 more  on  the  deserts 
23  Sep-25  Oct.  Now  a regular  late  fall  and 
winter  species,  Pine  Warblers  were  found  at 
the  Oxnard  Plain,  Ventura  11  Oct  (DB),  La 
Mirada,  Los  Angeles  24  Oct  OR).  Hansen  Dam 
28  Oct+  (returning  for  its  third  winter;  KLG), 
Point  Loma  30  Oct-4  Nov  (AAb),  Goleta  4 
Nov  (NAL),  Coronado  25  Nov+  (EAC),  and 
Fountain  Valley,  Orange  27  Nov-i-  (2;  JEP), 
The  only  Prairie  Warblers  reported  were  at 
C.L.  3 Aug  (DVB),  Oxnard  Plain  5-7  Oct 
(AJS),  Ga-viota,  Santa  Barbara  7-9  Oct  (MV), 
and  Mission  Bay,  San  Diego  23  Oct  (GN). 
Grace’s  Warblers  at  San  Diego  31  Oct-i-  (BM) 
and  Goleta  28  Oct-i-  (RPH)  had  returned  for 
their  second  and  fifth  winters,  respectively; 
others  were  on  Point  Loma  3 Sep  (AJS)  and 
at  Montana  de  Oro  S.P,  San  Luis  Obispo  29- 
30  Sep  QSR)-  Only  3 Black-throated  Green 
Warblers  were  found,  at  Huntington  Beach 
6-7  Oct  (DRW),  at  Santa  Ana,  Orange  1 Nov+ 
(DRW),  and  on  San  Clemente  1.  17-19  Nov 
QTS).  A higher-than-average  7 Canada  War- 
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biers  were  along  the  coast  11  Sep- 18  Nov, 
and  another  was  near  Bishop  13  Oct  (LSN, 
CBG).  Painted  Redstarts  were  at  Torrance, 
Los  Angeles  9 Oct  (DM),  Inglewood,  Los  Ange- 
les 23  Oct+  (RB),  San  Marino,  Los  Angeles  20 
Nov-10  Jan  (DD),  and  returning  to  Bonita, 
San  Diego  29  Oct-20  Jan  (DWA). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  WHYDAHS 

An  American  Tree  Sparrow  near  California 
City  27  Oct  (BM)  was  the  only  one  reported. 
Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  found  in  good 
numbers,  with  36  on  coastal  slope  and  13  on 
deserts,  plus  one  w.  of  Bakersfield,  Kern  24- 

25  Oct  (JSt).  A Field  Sparrow,  the  Region’s 
seventh,  was  at  C.L.  14-15  Oct  (DVB).  Lark 
Buntings  were  only  reported  at  Malibu  13- 
14  Sep  (DSC),  Santa  Barbara  Island  26  Sep-3 
Oct  (WTF),  Point  Loma  26  Sep  (GN),  EC.R. 
30  Sep  QEP),  and  near  Bishop  16-25  Nov 
(CH).  Unexpected  was  a Nelson’s  Sparrow  on 
Santa  Cruz  Island  16  Oct  (HJ);  in  more  typi- 
cal saltmarsh  habitat,  up  to  3 were  at  Mission 
Bay  14  Nov+  (BLC,  MSt).  The  earliest  report 
of  a Red  Fox  Sparrow  was  4 Nov  at  Grassy 
Hollow  in  the  San  Gabriel  Mountains  (MSc, 
JSc).  Twenty-eight  Swamp  Sparrows  were  on 
the  coastal  slope  after  6 Oct,  and  12  more 
were  on  the  deserts  7 Oct-24  Nov.  White- 
throated  Sparrows  were  more  numerous  than 
usual,  with  at  least  39  on  the  coastal  slope 
after  14  Oct  and  18  on  the  deserts  22  Sep-24 
Nov.  Harris’s  Sparrows  were  at  Ridgecrest 

26  Oct-10  Nov  (RW)  and  at  Bishop  26  Nov 
(C&RH). 

Wintering  Hepatic  Tanagers  returned 
to  San  Diego  at  Balboa  Park  18  Oct-r  (third 
winter;  MSa)  and  Imperial  Beach  9-11  Nov 
(seventh  winter;  BM).  The  nearly  50  Sum- 
mer Tanagers  (half  in  San  Diego)  included  a 
nominate  rubra  captured  5-7  Nov  at  Palm 
Canyon  near  Palm  Springs,  Riverside,  a site 
j where  cooperi  breeds  (PU).  Scarlet  Tanagers 
were  on  San  Clemente  Island  4 OBR)  & 14 
I Oct  (NJD),  at  Harbor  R.P.  near  San  Pedro,  Los 
j Angeles  13-14  Oct  (DD),  on  Point  Loma  1-4 
, Nov  (SES),  and  at  South  Pasadena,  Los  An- 
: geles  24  Nov  (AS-M).  The  32  Rose-breasted 
j Grosbeaks  spanned  the  entire  period,  with 
I the  earliest  being  a male  on  San  Nicolas  Is- 

' land  2 Aug  QD);  the  latest  bird  on  the  deserts 

jj  was  at  Chiriaco  Summit  1-5  Nov  (DS).  The 
latest  of  the  fall’s  13  Indigo  Buntings  was  at 
Santa  Ana  31  Oct  (VW).  The  passerine  of  the 
season  was  a Varied  Bunting  at  Horse  Thief 
Spring,  in  extreme  ne.  San  Bernardino  10-12 
Oct  (DMG);  along  with  a previous  record 
from  Death  Valley  N.P  in  Nov  1977,  this  con- 
stitutes the  only  California  record  since  1914. 
Painted  Buntings  were  at  San  Pedro  17  Aug 
(TK),  Rancho  Palos  Verdes,  Los  Angeles  9-13 


Sep  (PC),  Goleta  3-6  Oct  (NAL),  San  Clem- 
ente Island  8 Oct  QTS)  and  Tijuana  River  Val- 
ley 8 Oct  (PEL).  Four  Dickcissels  were  on  the 
coast  1 1 Sep-9  Nov,  with  desert  sightings  at 
C.L.  20  Sep  (SLS)  and  Desert  Center  24  Sep 
(SRi).  Bobolinks  were  relatively  scarce  this 
fall,  with  18  on  the  coast  4 Sep-21  Oct  and 
singles  at  C.L.  25  Aug  (TEW)  and  15-20  Sep 
(AEK)  and  at  Eig  Lagoon  21  Oct  (CAM).  A 
Rusty  Blackbird  on  San  Clemente  1.  13  Nov 
was  joined  by  a second  14-15  Nov  (JTS,  JBR); 
another  was  at  C.L.  20-22  Nov  (SLS).  Sur- 
prisingly, just  one  Orchard  Oriole  was  report- 
ed: at  Mission  Bay  4-15  Nov  (PEL).  Sixteen 
Baltimore  Orioles  were  found  along  the  coast 
after  5 Sep,  with  another  at  Brawley  Imperial 
15  Sep  (GMcC). 

Red  Crossbills,  a mixture  of  Type  2 and 
Type  3 from  analysis  of  recordings,  moved 
into  the  Region’s  lowlands  in  moderate  num- 
bers this  fall,  with  flocks  up  to  27  in  coastal 
San  Luis  Obispo  beginning  1 1 Sep  and  “higher 
numbers  than  normal”  from  Santa  Barbara  to 
San  Diego. 

A Purple  Pinch  was  at  China  Ranch,  Inyo 
14  Oct  (C&RH),  where  casual.  Pine  Siskins 
staged  a clear  incursion  into  the  n.  coastal 
part  of  the  Region,  with  a more  “moderate”  ir- 
ruption farther  s.  on  the  coast  and  in  the  inte- 
rior lowlands;  the  largest  numbers  appeared 
after  early  Oct.  Evening  Grosbeaks  were  also 
relatively  widespread,  with  the  earliest  birds 
noted  14  Oct  at  California  City  (HLJ)  and 
26  Oct  on  Santa  Cruz  Island  (PWC)  and  the 
largest  flocks  being  of  up  to  15  on  Pigueroa 
Mountain,  Santa  Barbara  24  Nov  OMC)  and 
20  in  Pine  Valley,  San  Diego  15  Nov  (BM). 

The  spread  of  Nutmeg  Mannikins  into  Ven- 
tura continues,  vAth  11  individuals  at  four 
localities  in  this  fall  (OJ).  “Exceptional  num- 
bers” of  Pin-tailed  Whydahs  in  Orange  in  Nov 
included  50+  at  feeder  in  Yorba  Linda  (BML) 
and  20-30  at  Santa  Ana  Cemetery  (VW);  nu- 
merous juvs.  were  among  these,  suggesting 
successful  breeding  and  begging  the  question 
of  what  host  species  might  be  used. 
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It  was  an  unproductive  season  for  mi- 
gration through  the  Region.  Observer 
coverage  was  down,  but  it  is  likely  that 
birding  activity  was  also  less  intense  than 
during  seasons  when  diversity  and  num- 
bers of  migrants  are  elevated — something 
of  a negative  feedback  loop  comes  into 
play.  Shorebirds  showed  poorly,  but  land- 
bird  numbers  were  especially  low  (Table 
1).  Numbers  of  western  and  eastern  species 
were  down,  by  two-thirds  compared  to  last 
year  in  the  case  of  vagrant  warblers  (Table 
2).  About  the  only  species  to  stage  an  irrup- 
tion was  Red-breasted  Nuthatch.  Neverthe- 
less, there  were  many  notable  observations. 
The  majority  of  the  most  significant  rarities 
were  found  in  Baja  California  Sur,  including 
the  Region’s  first  Black  Vulture  and  Evening 
Grosbeak  and  state-first  Eastern  Bell’s  Vireos 
(two)  and  Cassin’s  Sparrow.  Also  in  the  south 
were  Grove-billed  Ani  and  Grace’s  Warbler. 
The  best  in  Baja  California  were  White  Ibis, 
Eludsonian  Godwit,  and  Rusty  Blackbird. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  JAEGERS 

Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck  nesting  was 
confirmed  again  in  the  La  Paz  area  with  4 
juvs.  among  15  birds  at  El  Centenario  5 Nov 
(SGM).  Pacific  Loon  is  rarely  reported  from 
the  Gulf  side  of  Baja  California  Sur,  but  one 
at  La  Paz  4 Nov  (SGM)  was  the  second  seen 
on  the  state’s  se.  coast  during  the  calendar 
year.  A Western  Grebe  at  the  same  time  and 
place  (SGM)  was  less  unexpected.  Horned 
Grebe  continued  its  recent  trend  in  Baja 
California  Sur  with  another  strong  showing: 
3 were  at  the  Guerrero  Negro  saltworks  24 
Oct,  and  one  was  there  23  Nov  (VAP).  Two 


Pterodroma  petrels  were  seen  by  seabirders 
ca.  222  km  nw.  of  Isla  Guadalupe  9 Nov,  a 
Cook’s  Petrel  and  a Murphy’s  Petrel  (tRN, 
TS).  Murphy’s  Petrel  has  been  reported  only 
once  before  in  the  Region  and  is  not  yet  sat- 
isfactorily documented  (see  North  American 
Birds  66:  604).  Although  the  identification 
of  the  9 Nov  individual  seems  likely  correct, 
given  the  non-spring  date,  the  potential  for 
other  species  to  be  involved,  and  the  diffi- 
culties in  identification  of  dark  Pterodroma, 
we  still  consider  the  species  to  be  of  hypo- 
thetical occurrence  in  the  Region. 

An  ad.  White  Ibis  at  Estero  Punta  Ban- 
da was  seen  by  many  this  fall.  Its  presence 
was  common  knowledge  29  Sep-i-  (ph.  RAE; 
North  American  Birds  66:  589),  but  local  resi- 
dents first  saw  the  bird  in  mid-Sep  (Luisa  & 
Gary  Goldwood).  The  only  previous  state 
records  were  far  to  the  s.,  where  at  least  2 
were  seen  on  two  occasions  at  Laguna  Guer- 
rero Negro  in  Dec  2000.  Given  the  spate  of 
California  records  since  2009,  some  had  ex- 
pected Black  Vulture  to  be  found  in  our  Re- 
gion, but  none  expected  the  first  to  be  at  Isla 
Natividad,  where  an  ad.  was  found  on  28 
Oct  (ph.  JEP,  ph.  SNGH,  RAE;  North  Ameri- 
can Birds  66:  590).  Island  residents  stated 
that  the  bird  had  been  around  for  months 
and  that  2 were  originally  present.  Mississip- 
pi Kite  in  the  Region  continues  to  intrigue. 
Eour  imms.  were  upstream  from  Estero  San 
Jose  2 Nov  (ph.  SGM),  but  the  species  re- 
mains unrecorded  in  the  state  of  Baja  Cali- 
fornia. Bald  Eagles  winter  regularly  at  the 
head  of  the  Gulf  of  California/Rio  Colorado 
delta,  but  an  imm.  over  the  international 
border  at  Algodones  22  Nov  (PEL)  was  well 
upstream.  Also  on  the  international  border 
were  2 migrating  Broad-winged  Hawks  e.  of 
Tecate  in  Sep  that  had  been  followed  from 
Marin,  CA  via  radiotelemetry  (fide  PC)  and  a 
Zone-tailed  Hawk  adjacent  the  Tijuana  River 
Valley  8 Sep  (ph.  JK).  Golden  Eagle  made 
another  strong  showing  s.  of  the  California 
District.  In  s.  Baja  California,  one  was  just 
n.  of  Nuevo  Rosarito  30  Oct  (SNGH,  RAE, 
JEP),  and  in  s.  Baja  California  Sur,  2 were 


This  adult  Black  Vulture  at  Isla  Natividad,  Baja  California  Sur 
28  October  2012  was  the  first  to  be  found  in  the  Baja  California 

Peninsula  region.  Photograph  by  StmN.  G.  Howell. 


near  San  Dioniso  7 Nov  (SGM,  EP  et  al.)  and 
one  was  at  Llanos  Hiray  10  Nov  (ph.  SGM, 
DGE). 

After  a wild  couple  of  years,  the  fall  shore- 
bird  season  was  more  normal  again,  but  a 
Hudsonian  Godwit  at  Estero  Punta  Banda 
7 Oct  (CH,  JEM,  tBS  et  al.)  did  provide  a 
notable  highlight,  as  it  established  the  sec- 
ond state  and  fourth  Regional  record.  Except 
for  one  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  the  remainder 
of  the  rare  and  uncommon  sandpipers  were 
all  in  Baja  California  Sur;  a Solitary  Sand- 
piper and  a Semipalmated  Sandpiper  at  La- 
gunas de  Chametla  12  Aug  (ph.  GM),  one 
Baird’s  Sandpiper,  and  8 Pectoral  Sandpip- 
ers. Single  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  were  late  on 
the  Maneadero  Plain  8 Oct  and  at  Guerrero 
Negro  29  Oct  (both  SNGH,  RAE,  JEP).  A re- 
markable onshore  concentration  of  jaegers  at 
Laguna  Ojo  de  Liebre  26  Oct  included  11 
Pomarine,  24  Parasitic,  and  2 Long-tailed 
Jaegers  (ph.  VAP;  North  American  Birds  66: 
595). 

DOVES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

George  and  Mary  Elicker,  winter  residents  of 
Bahia  de  los  Angeles,  have  established  most 
records  of  Ruddy  Ground-Dove  for  Baja  Cal- 
ifornia; they  established  one  more  on  2 1 Oct 
(2  birds).  High  counts  in  the  Cape  District 
included  37  at  Estero  San  Jose  1 Nov  and  53 
at  Miraflores  3 Nov  (SGM).  It’s  not  often  that 
we  can  mention  the  nineteenth  century  in 
this  column,  so  we  do  so  with  pleasure  now. 


Table  1 Autumn  occurrence  on  the  Baja  California  Peninsula  of  selected  species,  primarily  from  Canada 
and  the  eastern  United  States,  2002-2012  (known  overwintering  birds  not  included). 
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Four  immature  Mississippi  Kites  were  seen  together  near  San  Jose  del  Cabo  2 No- 
vember 2012.  Baja  California  Sur  records  are  scattered  from  July  through  March 

(minus  December  and  February)  and  have  thus  far  dehed  easy  categorization. 
Photograph  by  Steven  6.  Mlodinow. 


That’s  when  Groove -billed  Ani  was  resident 
in  the  Region,  with  records  from  near  Todos 
Santos,  Santiago,  and  Estero  San  Jose.  At  the 
last  locality,  they  were  seen  from  1882  to 
1890  and  were  confirmed  nesting  in  1882 
and  1887.  (There  was  a single  record  near 
Loreto  in  the  twentieth  century.)  A Groove- 
billed Ani  at  Estero  San  Jose  10  Nov  (tMDC 
et  al.)  was  the  third  found  in  this  century 
and  the  third  in  the  Region  in  as  many  years 
but  the  first  from  the  estero.  Given  condi- 
tions there  now,  it  is  conceivable  that  the 
species  could  recolonize  the  area.  It  was  a 
good  season  for  Short-eared  Owls  in  the  Re- 
gion, with  one  at  Border  Field,  Tijuana  11 
Nov  (ph.  JK)  and  3 or  4 in  the  Guerrero  Ne- 
gro area  26  Oct-25  Nov  (VAP).  Red-breasted 
Sapsucker  had  not  been  recorded  as  far  s. 
as  Catavina  since  Oct  2004.  One  there  9-27 
Oct  showed  some  signs  of  impurity  ObP, 
ph.  SNGH,  RAE).  Like  Golden  Eagle,  Prai- 
rie Falcon  is  something  of  an  enigma  in  Baja 
California  Sur.  One  at  San  Jorge  11-17  Nov 
(GM)  was  in  the  foothills  of  the  Sierra  de 
La  Laguna.  Nearby,  a Western  Wood-Pewee 
above  San  Dionisio  7 Nov  (ph.  SGM)  was 
late.  Other  flycatcher  highlights  included  an 
Eastern  Phoebe  on  the  Vizcaino  Desert  at 
Punta  Prieta  27  Oct  (ph.  SNGH,  RAE,  JEP) 
and  9 Western  Kingbirds  at  a Cape  District 
kingbird  roost  at  Las  Cuevas  3 Nov  (SGM). 
The  only  Tropical  Kingbird  reported  in  Baja 
California  (El  Rosario  9 Oct)  actually  looked 


more  like  Couch’s,  but  it 
would  not  call  (ph.  SNGH,  ph. 
JEP,  RAE). 

Brightly  colored  Eastern 
Bell’s  Vireos  (presumably  V 
b.  belli)  have  been  found  twice 
on  the  Ensenada  C.B.C.  Baja 
California  Sur  joined  in  this 
season  with  2 on  the  Vizcaino 
Peninsula:  one  at  Bahia  Asun- 
cion 10  Oct  ObP).  the  other  at 
Bahia  Tortugas  28  Oct  (RAE, 
ph.  SNGH,  JEP;  North  Ameri- 
can Birds  66:  600).  Least  Bell’s 
Vireo  (V  b.  pusillus)  nests  on 
the  Vizcaino  Peninsula  at  loca- 
tions such  as  Rancho  San  Jose 
de  Castro,  where  one  was  seen 
on  the  late  date  of  29  Oct  OEP, 
RAE).  Another  at  Bahia  Asun- 
cion 10  Oct  (SNGH)  was  away 
from  nesting  areas.  Another 
unusual  vireo  in  Baja  Califor- 
nia Sur  was  a Cassin’s  Vireo 
on  the  road  to  San  Antonio 
de  la  Sierra  4 Nov  that  was 
identified  as  the  n.  nominate 
subspecies,  V.  c.  cassini  (SGM). 
Otherwise,  Cassin’s  Vireo  was  unrecorded 
at  migrant  traps  from  the  Vizcaino  Penin- 
sula northward.  The  sole  Yellow-green  Vireo 
found  was  at  Isla  Natividad  28  Oct  QEP)-  A 
Mountain  Chickadee  at  Tecate  20  Aug-27 
Oct  OS,  RL)  was  most  likely  one  of  3 seen  at 
the  same  location  a year  before.  An  impres- 
sive 19  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  in  Oct  in- 
cluded 4 at  La  Bufadora  26  Oct,  7 at  El  Rosa- 
rio 31  Oct  (all  SNGH,  RAE,  JEP),  and  one  in 
Baja  California  Sur  at  Guerrero  Negro  9-12 
Oct  (ph.  SNGH;  North  Ameri- 
can Birds  66:  602).  Along  with 
the  nuthatches  at  La  Bufadora 
26  Oct  was  a Golden-crowned 
Kinglet  (SNGH,  RAE,  JEP).  A 
Townsend’s  Solitaire  at  Cata- 
vina 13  Oct  (RAE,  SNGH,  JEP) 
was  the  southernmost  found 
this  year.  Other  noteworthy 
thrushes  were  a late  Swainson’s 
Thrush  at  San  Dionisio  7 Nov 
(SGM),  a southerly  American 
Robin  at  Guerrero  Negro  12 
Oct  (SNGH,  RAE),  and  rare 
Varied  Thrushes  at  Tecate  12 
Nov  (RL)  and  Rancho  San  Jose 
de  Castro  28  Oct  (SNGH). 

Only  one  Red-throated  Pipit 
was  found  (Guerrero  Negro 
27-30  Oct;  JEP,  RAE,  SNGH), 
and  longspurs  went  unrecord- 
ed altogether. 


The  pursuit  of  vagrant  landbirds  in  the 
Region  has  long  received  a disproportion- 
ate amount  of  attention  from  birders,  and 
warblers  make  up  a large  part  of  the  pool 
of  target  species.  After  a “good”  year  for  va- 
grants last  year,  this  was  clearly  a “bad”  year 
(a  third  as  many  vagrants  were  seen).  Most 
of  the  regular  eastern  species  were  found  at 
half  the  ten-year  average  (Table  2).  Tennes- 
see Warbler  and  Palm  Warbler  were  the  only 
species  to  meet  or  exceed  the  average,  and 
the  list  of  species  unrecorded  is  longer  than 
it  has  been  in  years.  Indeed,  for  only  the 
third  time  since  North  American  Birds  cover- 
age began  in  2000,  the  fall  warbler  species 
total  was  less  than  30.  Surprisingly,  the  rarer 
species  were  found  at  an  average  rate.  These 
were  represented  by  a Black-throated  Green 
Warbler  on  the  road  to  San  Antonio  de  la  Si- 
erra 12  Nov  (MDC,  ph.  DE  et  al.;  actually  in 
an  area  where  the  species  wintered  last  year), 
a Yellow-throated  Warbler  at  Santo  Tomas 
31  Oct  (SNGH,  RAE,  JEP),  a Mourning  War- 
bler upstream  from  Estero  San  Jose  2 Nov 
(tSGM),  a Cape  May  Warbler  at  Isla  Nativi- 
dad 28  Oct  (RAE),  and  a Grace’s  Warbler 
at  Bahia  Tortugas  28  Oct  OEP,  RAE,  SNGH). 
An  extralimital  Mangrove  Warbler  on  27  Oct 
was  at  Guerrero  Negro  (ph.  SNGH,  RAE, 
JEP),  where  the  species  has  been  recorded 
twice  before. 

This  year’s  sparrow  highlight  was  certain- 
ly the  Cassin’s  Sparrow  at  Llanos  Hiray  10 
Nov  (tSGM,  DGE),  the  second  to  be  found 
in  the  Region  and  the  first  in  Baja  Califor- 
nia Sur.  After  last  year’s  performance.  Clay- 
colored  Sparrow  numbers  dropped  dramati- 
cally, with  only  5 seen  n.  of  the  winter  range, 
all  in  Oct  from  the  Vizcaino  Peninsula  north- 


Long-tailed  Jaegers  are  seen  from  shore  with  some  regularity  in  Baja  California 
Sur.  This  was  one  of  two  at  Laguna  Ojo  de  Liebre  (along  with  1 1 Pomarine 
and  24  Parasitic  Jaegers!)  on  the  relatively  late  date  of  26  October  2012. 
Photograph  by  Victor  Ayala-Perez. 
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Table  2.  Autumn  occurrence  on  the  Baja  California  Peninsula  of  vagrant  warblers,  primarily  from  Canada  1 

and  the  eastern  United  States,  2002-2012  (known  overwintering  birds  not  included). 
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ward.  OtLier  noteworthy  sparrows  included 
4 Grasshopper  Sparrows  at  Llanos  Hiray 
10  Nov  (SGM,  DGE),  a Swamp  Sparrow  on 
the  Maneadero  Plain  26  Oct,  and  a White- 
throated  Sparrow  and  Pink-sided  Junco  at 
Rancho  El  Descanso  30  Oct  (all  JEP,  RAE, 
SNGH),  The  lackluster  performance  of  rare 
cardinalids  and  icterids  (Table  1)  include 
some  notable  records:  6 of  the  Summer 
Tanagers  and  all  of  the  Orchard  Orioles  were 
from  La  Paz  southward  in  Nov  (SGM)  and 
potentially  wintering;  and  a Scarlet  Tanager 
on  the  road  to  San  Antonio  de  la  Sierra  4 
Nov  (tSGM)  was  at  a nontraditional  loca- 
tion. Neither  Dickcissel  nor  Bobolink  was 
recorded  in  Baja  California  for  the  first  time 
since  2000.  Both  of  our  Agelaius  blackbirds 


were  found  on  the  Vizcaino  Desert,  where 
rare.  A Red-winged  Blackbird  was  at  Guer- 
rero Negro  27-30  Oct,  and  2 Tricolored 
Blackbirds  at  Rancho  El  Aguila  II  30  Oct 
(all  SNGH,  RAE,  JEP)  were  farther  onto  the 
desert  than  ever  recorded  before.  A Rusty 
Blackbird  photographed  on  a sailboat  ca.  8 
km  w.  of  Islas  Coronado  4 Nov  (ph.  Johann 
Billar)  was  a real  surprise,  as  there  are  only 
two  previous  Regional  records  (Dec  1888, 
Dec  1994). 

Eive  Red  Crossbills  on  the  international 
border  at  Jacumba  22  Sep  (ph.  JK)  were 
the  first  to  be  found  away  from  the  Sierra 
San  Pedro  Martir  since  Oct  2004.  Seven 
Pine  Siskins  in  Oct  were  found  as  far  s.  as 
the  Vizcaino  Desert,  at  Bahia  de  los  Angeles 


(GE,  ME)  and  Catavifia  (RAE,  JEP).  Also  at 
Catavina,  up  to  10  Lawrence’s  Goldfinches 
were  present  9-27  Oct  (ph.  SNGH,  RAE, 
JEP),  and  a much  rarer  American  Goldfinch 
was  seen  on  12  Oct  (SNGH).  And  finishing 
off  on  a high  note,  we  note  the  Region’s  first 
recorded  Evening  Grosbeak  at  EJido  Bonfil, 
Baja  California  Sur  15  Nov  (MDC,  ph.  DE  et 
ah;  North  American  Birds  66:  602,  608).  With 
multiple  records  of  Evening  Grosbeak  just  n. 
of  the  border,  observers  had  long  sought  the 
species.  The  thrill  of  finding  Baja  California’s 
first  still  remains  to  be  had. 
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nosa, Tom  Haglund,  Catherine  Hickey,  Steve 
N,  G.  Howell,  Jay  Keller,  Ed  Kwater,  Rob 
Larson,  Paul  E.  Lehman,  Gerardo  Marrbn, 
Amy  E.  McAndrews,  Guy  McCaskie,  Robert 
B.  McNab,  Eric  Mellink,  Steven  G.  Mlodi- 
now,  Jorge  Montejo,  Russ  Namitz,  Eduardo 
Palacios,  James  E.  Pike,  Brett  Sandercock, 
Alexander  Sapiens,  Tim  Shelmerdine,  B.  J. 
Stacey,  Joe  Sweeney,  Enrique  D.  Zamora- 
Hernandez.  As  usual,  records  submitted  to 
and  accessed  from  eBird/aVerAves  were  es- 
sential in  the  compilation  of  this  report.  O 

CHECKLIST  CORRIGENDA 

Please  note  the  following  corrections  for  the 
Regional  checklist  that  appeared  in  North 
American  Birds  66:  582-613. 

White-winged  Scoter  (page  583).  Correct 
BCS  occurrence  code  : xW;  PP 
Clark’s  Grebe  (page  583).  Correct  BCS  oc- 
currence code:  rV;  PP  (i.e.,  no  specimen 
record) 

Bulwer’s  Petrel  (page  586).  The  BCS  record 
was  previously  evaluated  by  Howell  and 
Webb  (1995,  A Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Mexico 
and  Northern  Central  America,  page  767), 
who  judged  the  species  to  be  of  hypothet- 
ical occurrence  in  Mexico. 
Yellow-throated  Warbler  (page  597).  Cor- 
rect BC  occurrence  code:  xF,  xW,  xSp;  PP. 


Richard  A.  Erickson,  LSA  Associates, 

20  Executive  Park,  Suite  200,  Irvine,  California  92614, 
(richard.erickson@lsa-assoc.com) 

Roberto  Carmona,  Departamento  de  Biologia  Marina, 
Universidad  Autonoma  de  Baja  California  Sur, 

Apartado  Postal  19-B,  La  Paz,  Baja  California  Sur, 
Mexico,  (beauty@uabcs.mx) 

Gorgonio  Ruiz-Campos,  Facultad  de  Ciencias, 
Universidad  Autonoma  de  Baja  California,  Apartado 
Postal  233,  Ensenada,  Baja  California,  22800,  Mexico 
U.  S.  MAILING  ADDRESS:  PMB  064,  P.  0.  Box  189003, 
Coronado,  California  92178-9003,  (gruiz@uabc.edu.mx) 


Q A The  status  of  Rufous  and  Allen's  Hummingbirds  in  Baja  California  Sur  remains 
Jli  largely  unknown;  there  is  no  specimen  or  photographic  documentation  for  either 
species.  The  only  Selosphorus  specimen  (Sierra  de  la  Giganta,  Mar  1887)  is  unidentifi- 
able (North  American  Birds  66: 592).  Rufous  Hummingbird  apparently  migrates  through 
at  least  the  ne.  portion  of  the  state  in  spring  (Philips,  Condor  77:  1 96-205;  Whitmore 
and  Whitmore,  Great  Basin  Naturalist  57: 131-141)  and  possibly  fall  (Monographs  in  Field 
Ornithology  3:  128-129).  Allen's  Hummingbird  has  been  reported  several  times  but  is 
considered  to  be  of  hypothetical  occurrence.  A Rufous/Allen's  Hummingbird,  not  an  ad. 
male,  at  San  Jose  del  Cabo  2 Nov  (SGM)  was  the  first  to  be  found  in  the  s.  third  of  the 
state,  but  our  documentation  problems  and  underlying  confusion  remain. 
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Sep,  with  a Black  Tern  in  alternate  plumage 
there  the  next  day  (WH).  A Royal  Tern  flew 
over  Barque  Ecologico  Luis  Donaldo  Colosio  in 
Durango  City,  Durango  15  Sep  (ph.  BS,  BR). 

A Greater  Roadrunner  was  observed  at- 
tacking and  eating  a young  House  Sparrow  in 


A Wood  Duck  was  on  the  Rio  Casas  Grandes  at 
Casas  Grandes,  Chihuahua  14  Sep  (WH);  this 
is  a regular  spot  for  the  species  and  probably 
a breeding  station,  as  Wood  Ducks  have  been 
recorded  here  in  late  May  as  well  as  in  winter. 
An  American  Bittern  was  discovered  at  Laguna 
Fierro,  Chihuahua  12  Sep  (ph.  WH).  An  imm. 
Bare-throated  Tiger-Heron  was  at  Rio  la  Silla 
at  Barque  La  Bastora  in  Monterrey,  Nuevo  Leon 
7 Nov  (HV);  presumably  the  same  individual 
was  seen  at  the  same  location  27  Mar  (ph.  HV). 
Two  imm.  Roseate  Spoonbills  were  at  Bresa 
de  la  Juventud  near  Marin,  Nuevo  Leon  8 Sep 
(ph.  GG).  Two  Bectoral  Sandpipers  were  at 
Laguna  Fierro,  Chihuahua  11  Sep  (ph.  WH). 
Furnishing  a third  record  for  the  species  in 
Nuevo  Leon,  a white-morph  Reddish  Egret 
was  well  documented  at  Bresa  de  la  Juventud 
2 Aug  (ph.  GG,  ph.  AM,  ph.  JM,  ph.  RV,  ph. 
HV).  A first  state  record  for  Chihuahua,  an 
imm.  Sabine’s  Gull  was  at  Laguna  Fierro  11 
Sep  (ph.  WH,  DM,  DBu,  KC,  JF,  RT,  FT)  and 
was  seen  again  there  briefly  on  12  Sep  (DM). 
At  Laguna  Fierro,  an  imm.  Franklin’s  Gull  and 
Black  Tern  in  basic  plumage  were  noted  11 


This  juvenile  Sabine's  Gull  discovered  11  September  201 2 at 
Laguna  Fierro  near  Nuevo  Casas  Grandes  provided  Chihuahua 
with  a new  state  record.  Photograph  by  William  H.  Howe. 


the  dry  riverbed  of  Rio  Nazas  in  the  urban  area 
of  Torredn,  Coahuila  19  Aug;  this  is  the  first 
time  this  long-term  resident  has  seen  this  spe- 
cies in  the  urban  area  (FVB).  At  least  5 Monk 


Parakeets  were  discovered  at  an  active  nest 
in  San  Jose  de  la  Vinata,  4 km  s.  of  Durango 
City  17  Nov  (ph.  BS).  A male  Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird  was  seen  feeding  in  Ocotillo 
(Fouquieria  splendens)  flowers  at  the  Instituto 
Tecnoldgico  de  La  Laguna  campus  in  Torreon, 
Coahuila  30  Oct  (FVB).  Two  male  Anna’s 
Hummingbirds  were  seen  at  the  tree  nurs- 
ery in  Lerdo,  Durango  18  & 25  Oct  (MRLL, 
FVB);  this  species  is  now  the  most  common 
hummingbird  in  the  urban  area  of  Torredn  and 
has  been  observed  year-round. 

An  early  Black-capped  Vireo  was  record- 
ed along  the  Copala-Fanuco  rd.,  2 km  n.  of 
Copala,  Sinaloa  30  Aug  (ph.  RV,  FV).  Two  Red- 
breasted Nuthatches  were  discovered  at  the 
Ejido  Largo  Thick-billed  Farrot  Reserve  (el 
Santuario  Madera),  Chihuahua  13  Sep  (DM, 
ph.  WH,  DB,  KC,  JF  RT,  FT);  only  a few  other 
records  of  the  species  exist  for  the  state.  Making 
a first  record  for  Coahuila,  a Prairie  Warbler 
was  near  Bresa  la  Amistad,  60  km  w.  of  Ciudad 


Acuna  22  Aug  (ph.  RV).  A Magnolia  Warbler 
was  at  Rancho  de  Ficachos  de  los  Abuelos  in 
Sierra  de  Picachos,  Nuevo  Leon  24  Oct  (ph. 
lAR,  DBo).  A Clay-colored  Spannw  was  with 
a small  group  of  Brewer’s  Sparrows  at  Laguna 
Fierro  12  Sep  (WH). 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
David  Borre,  Dennis  Buss,  Karen  Clarke, 
Gerardo  Gdngora,  William  H.  Howe,  Jim 
Fincke,  Maria  del  Refugio  Loya  Loya,  David 
MacKay  Amy  McAndrews,  Jorge  Montejo, 
Bernardo  Rodriguez,  Ignacio  A.  Rodriguez, 
Bryan  Sharp,  Pat  Tess,  Roger  Tess,  Francisco 
Valdes  Peresgasga,  Rene  Valdes,  Francesco 
Veronesi,  Hector  Villalon. 

CENTRAL  MEXICO 

Providing  a second  record  for  Veracruz,  an 
ad.  male  Surf  Scoter  was  discovered  near 
the  mouth  of  Rio  Tuxpan  20  Nov  (ph.  MG). 
Rare  inland  from  coastal  areas  in  Jalisco,  3 
Wood  Storks  were  at  Granja  El  Destierro 
near  Atontonilco  el  Alto  30  Sep  (ARG).  An 
ad.  Cooper’s  Hawk  was  at  Barque  El  Haya  in 
Xalapa,  Veracruz  29  Aug  (AM,  JM).  A pair  of 


Monk  Parakeets  was  discovered  on  the  out- 
skirts of  Pachuca  30  Aug  (ph.  DG);  a com- 
mon exotic  cage  bird  in  the  country,  to  date 
the  species  has  not  been  reported  breeding  in 
Hidalgo.  A Great  Swallow-tailed  Swift  was  at 
Comala,  Colima  25  Oct  (RC).  Seasonally  ear- 
ly arrivals  to  Barque  El  Haya,  Veracruz  were 
several  Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds:  3 each 
on  29  & 31  Aug  (AM,  JM).  Two  Scissor-tailed 
Flycatchers  were  found  on  the  outskirts  of 
Pachuca  27  Oct  (ph.  DG).  North  of  its  nor- 
mal wintering  range,  a Philadephia  Vireo  was 
at  Barque  El  Haya  17  & 19  Nov  (AM,  JM). 
Northeast  of  its  known  range,  a Rufous-backed 
Robin  was  photographed  near  Pachuca  9 Dec 
(ph.  DG);  this  species  is  a common  cage  bird 
in  many  parts  of  the  Region,  however,  it  has 
recently  been  confinned  breeding  in  Hidalgo 
at  Santiago  de  Anaya  (ph.  MB).  An  early 
Townsend’s  Warbler  was  at  Barque  El  Haya  27 
Aug  (AM,  JM).  At  higher  elevation  than  ex- 
pected, a Black-throated  Green  Warbler  was  at 
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Cofre  de  Perote  just  below  El  Conejo,  Veracruz 
2 Sep  OM,  AM,  LS). 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
Michael  Blust,  Robert  Cecil,  Davy  Garrido, 
Manuel  Grosselet,  Amy  McAndrews,  Jorge 
Montejo,  Adrian  Romo  Garda,  Lynn  Schofield. 

SOUTHERN  MEXICO 


Three  seasonally  early  Blue-winged  Teal  and 
2 American  White  Pelicans  were  at  Santa 
Maria  Xadani,  Oaxaca  21  Aug  (AMc,  JM);  high 
counts  from  the  same  location  included  250 
and  200  American  Coots  16  (AMc,  JM,  RA, 
FA,  AMV)  & 21  Aug  (AMc,  JM),  respectively, 
125  American  Avocets  27  Sep  (AMc,  FA)  and 
325  there  12  Oct,  and  350  Black  Skimmers, 
also  12  Oct  OM,  AMc,  RA,  FA,  AMV,  LS).  Two 
ad.  Ring-billed  Gulls  were  slightly  early  au- 
tumn arrivals  to  Santa  Maria  Xadani  27  Sep 
(AMc,  FA),  and  a second-cycle  California 
Gull  there  27  Oct  (ph.  FA)  and  re  found 
there  3 Nov  (AMc,  ph.  JM)  furnished  a first 
record  for  Oaxaca.  Continuing  its  expan- 


A rare  visitor  to  the  Yucatan  Peninsula,  this  male  Greater  Scaup 
(left,  with  a female  lesser  Scaup)  was  one  of  at  least  four  Creat- 
ors present  at  the  Ria  Lagartos  Biosphere  Reserve,  Yucatan  25 
November  2012.  Photograph  by  Diego  Nunez. 


sion  throughout  Oaxaca,  at  least  9 Eurasian 
Collared-Doves  were  seen  n.  of  Salina  Cruz 
20  Aug  (AMc,  JM).  An  uncommon  visitor  to 
se.  Oaxaca,  an  American  Pipit  was  along  the 
beach  at  Santa  Maria  Xadani  3 Nov  (AMc, 
JM).  A female  Brewers  Blackbird  was  nw.  of  La 
Ventosa,  Oax.  4 Nov  (AMc,  RA,  RPL);  this  is 
the  second  consecutive  fall  season  the  species 
has  been  encountered  in  se.  Oaxaca. 


Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
Francesca  Albini,  Rocio  Apolinar,  Rosa 
Pablo  Lopez,  Agni  Martinez  Villasis,  Amy 
McAndrews,  Jorge  Montejo,  Lynn  Schofield. 

YUCATAN  PENINSULA 

Several  species  of  migrant  ducks  were  report- 
ed in  larger  numbers  than  usual,  most  likely 
due  to  the  abundance  of  food  in  the  coastal 
estuaries  as  a result  of  the  increase  in  rainfall 
this  year,  but  some  species  probably  moved 
southward  in  response  to  food  scarcity  in 
their  usual  wintering  areas.  Otherwise,  very 
few  reports  of  unusual  species  were  received 
this  season. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  SPARROWS 

Fifty  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  and  50 
Blue-winged  Teal  were  along  the  Reforma 
Rd.  2 km  from  Bacalar,  Quintana  Roo  27 
Nov  (TB).  A male  Ring-necked  Duck  was 
photographed  next  to  the  mangroves  in  the 
estuary  in  front  of  Rio  Lagartos,  Yuc.  25  Nov 
(ph.  DN),  providing  the  first  documented  re- 
cord for  the  Ria  Lagartos  Biosphere  Reserve, 
although  4 were  photographed  a short  dis- 
tance outside  the  boundaries  of  the  reserve 
at  Rancho  San  Francisco,  10.7  km  s.  of  El 
Cuyo,  Yucatan  16  Mar  (ph.  CP,  BS,  IN).  On 


25  Nov,  at  least  4 and  possibly  more  Greater 
Scaup  were  photographed  in  the  estuary 
between  San  Felipe  and  Rio  Lagartos  in  the 
Ria  Lagartos  Biosphere  Reserve,  including  an 
excellent  photograph  of  an  ad.  male  Greater 
alongside  a female  Lesser  Scaup  (MC,  ph. 
DN).  There  is  only  one  previous  documented 
report  of  Greater  Scaup  on  the  peninsula,  at 
Las  Coloradas,  Yucatan.  A Glossy  Ibis  was 
seen  on  Cozumel,  Quintana  Roo  28  Sep 
(GLO),  not  a first  but  an  interesting  species 
to  track  away  from  its  breeding  area  in  the 
Usumacinta  marshes  of  Campeche. 

Two  Piping  Plovers  were  observed  at 
Celestun,  Yucatan  9 Sep  (AD).  Two  Pectoral 
Sandpipers  were  seen  in  a roadside  pond  near 
Las  Coloradas  in  the  Ria  Lagartos  Biosphere 
Reserve  27  Nov  (DN,  ph.  JL);  the  species  is 
frequently  seen  along  the  e.  coast  of  the  penin- 
sula but  less  frequently  in  the  north.  Two  Black 
Terns  were  at  Celestun  9 Sep  (AD).  A Northern 
Harrier  was  along  the  Reforma  Rd.  2 km  from 
Bacalar  27  Nov  (TB).  A nice  surprise  was  an 
Ornate  Hawk-Eagle  in  the  Jardin  Botanico 
Alfredo  Barrera  Marin  at  Puerto  Morelos, 
Quintana  Roo  15  Nov  (TB). 

A species  rarely  reported  from  Tabasco, 
a male  Blue-throated  Goldentail  was  near 
Tapijulapa  1 Aug  (ph.  RCD).  Three  Forked- 
tailed  and  4 Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  were 
along  the  Reforma  Rd.  18  Nov;  an  aerial  in- 
teraction involving  one  of  each  species  was 
observed  (TB).  A female  Kentucky  Warbler, 
an  uncommon  visitor,  was  photographed  at 
Peten  Tucha  in  Ria  Lagartos  Biosphere  Reserve 
18  Nov  (ph.  DN),  and  a Blackpoll  Warbler  was 
on  Cozumel  28  Sep  (GLO).  Two  Gray-headed 
Tanagers  were  at  Rancho  Pocmuch,  30  km  se. 
of  Tizimin,  Yucatan  2 Nov  (BM);  this  is  now 
the  third  Peninsula  location  farther  w.  than  in- 
dicated in  Howell  and  Webb’s  field  guide. 

A single  Savannah  Sparrow  was  observed  at 
Rancho  Chucab  30  km  se.  of  Espita,  Yucatan  2 
Nov  (BM).  The  species  is  rarely  reported  from 
inland  locations.  An  imm.  White-crowned 
Sparrow,  a species  reported  more  often  during 
the  fall  migration  in  recent  years,  was  seen  at 
Rio  Lagartos  13  Nov  (ph.  RCD). 

Contributors  (area  compiler  in  boldface):  Tad 
Blank,  Margarita  Candela,  Rolando  Chavez  Diaz, 
Alexander  Dzib,  Jim  Legault,  Ismael  Navarro, 
Cherie  Pittillo,  Gabriel  Lugo-Ortiz,  Barbara 
MacKinnon,  Diego  Nunez,  Bev  Scott.  O 


Hector  Gdmei  de  Silva,  Xola  314-E,  03100 
Mexico,  D.F.,  Mexico,  (hector.gomezdesilvaiSgmail.com) 
Amy  McAndrews  Et  Jorge  Montejo, 

Cond.  El  Haya  Ed.  2 Depto.  6,  Xalapa, 

Veracruz  91070,  Mexico,  (aemcandrews@yahoo.ca, 
jorgemontejodiaz@yahoo.com.mx) 
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COSTA  RICA 


If  this  fall  is  any  indication,  winter  2012- 
2013  is  shaping  up  to  be  another  in- 
credible year  for  waterfowl  in  Central 
America.  Coming  on  the  heels  of  last  win- 
ter’s waterfowl  invasion  that  brought  three 
new  migrant  ducks  each  to  Belize  and  Costa 
Rica,  fall  2012  brought  impressive  numbers 
of  American  Wigeons,  Northern  Pintails, 
and  Northern  Shovelers  to  the  Region.  In 
Belize,  Cinnamon  Teal  and  Northern  Shovel- 
ers may  be  staging  an  invasion,  but  the  Blue 
Creek  ricefields,  which  attracted  thousands 
of  ducks,  coots  and  shorebirds  last  winter, 
were  dry  and  remained  unplanted  through 
the  season. 

Fall  2012  saw  first  country  records  of 
Canada  Goose  and  Piping  Plover  in  Hondu- 
ras. Clapper  Rail  in  Nicaragua  may  also  be 
a first,  at  least  with  documentation.  Dunlin 
was  recorded  for  only  the  second  time  in 
El  Salvador,  Redhead  and  Snowy  Plover  for 
the  third  time  in  Costa  Rica  and  Nicaragua, 
respectively,  and  Red-necked  Phalarope  and 
Yellow-headed  Caracara  for  only  the  third 
time  in  Honduras. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  PELICANS 

Clearly  connected  to  the  waterfowl  incursion 
elsewhere  in  the  Region  was  the  appearance 
in  Honduras  of  a group  of  10  Canada  Geese 
observed  flying  low  overhead  in  formation 
near  the  Cedeno  salt  ponds,  Choluteca  28 
Oct  (RG,  OD).  The  only  previous  record  for 
the  Region  was  of  a single  bird  seen  in  n. 
Belize  in  2007.  It  is  assumed  that  these  were 
wild  birds,  as  they  apparently  are  not  bred  in 
captivity  in  the  Region.  An  early  indication 
of  what  may  be  an  exceptional  year  for  Cin- 
namon Teal  were  3 males  in  eclipse  plumage 
seen  at  Aqua  Mar  Shrimp  Farm,  Toledo  15 
Sep  (LJ).  This  is  the  second  year  in  a row  that 
multiple  Cinnamon  Teal  have  been  reported 
in  Belize.  Also  at  Aqua  Mar  Shrimp  Farm  on 
that  date  were  20  Northern  Shovelers  (LJ), 
an  impressive  number  of  this  uncommon 
winter  visitor  for  such  an  early  date.  About 
8 Northern  Pintails,  an  uncommon  winter 


visitor,  were  seen  at  the  Berberia  wetlands, 
Choluteca  2 Dec  (RG,  OD).  Generally  quite 
rare  in  the  Region,  Green-winged  Teal  were 
seen  in  unprecedented  numbers  last  winter, 
and  2012-2013  is  looking  like  another  good 
year  for  this  species.  In  Honduras,  one 
was  seen  at  the  El  Progreso  sewage  ponds, 
Cortes  26  Nov  (RG,  OD,  AK, 
GK).  In  Costa  Rica,  Green- 
winged Teal  were  reported 
from  three  sites  in  the  lower 
Tempisque  River  basin,  Gua- 
nacaste:  a male  in  a muddy 
rice  field  at  Pelon  de  La  Bajura  18  Nov  QZ); 
2 males  and  a female  in  flooded  rice  fields 
in  Bagatzl  just  n.  of  Palo  Verde  N.P  19-24 
Nov  (ph.  JZ);  and  3 males  at  Lagunas  Catfish 
Farm  between  Comunidad  and  Sardinal  24 
Nov  (UOCR). 

Providing  the  third  record  for  Costa  Rica, 
an  ad.  male  Redhead  was  found  at  the  Baga- 
tzi  rice  fields  at  the  entrance  to  Palo  Verde 
N.P,  Guanacaste  24  Nov  (ph.  JZ).  Last  seen 
27  Nov  (SE,  MS),  it  was  in  a flooded  held 
with  about  4000  other  migrant  ducks,  most- 
ly Blue-winged  Teal.  The  hrst  two  records, 
both  from  fall  2011,  were  also  from  this 
same  general  area  in  the  lower  Tempisque 
River  basin.  In  Costa  Rica,  Lesser  Scaup  were 
present  in  unprecedented  numbers  this  fall, 
not  only  occurring  in  many  new  locations 
but  also  in  exceptionally  large  flocks — flocks 
of  more  than  200  in  at  least  eight  different 
locations.  The  largest  flock  was  just  over 
600  individuals  at  Sandillal  Reservoir  near 
Canas,  Guanacaste  24  Nov  (AH).  A female 
Ruddy  Duck  with  4 ducklings  at  San  Cris- 
tobal Verapaz,  Alta  Verapaz  29  Aug  QPO 
established  a second  nesting  record  for  this 
Guatemalan  site.  In  Honduras,  a Ruddy 
Duck  was  at  the  El  Progreso  sewage  ponds 
26  Nov  (RG,  OD,  AK,  GK).  Previously  con- 
sidered rare  in  Honduras,  it  now  appears  to 


Redhead  is  just  one  of  several  species  of  waterfowl  that  has 
made  an  impact  in  Central  America  recently.  El  Salvador  recorded 
Redhead  for  the  first  time  in  late  2004,  Honduras  in  January 
2011,  and  Costa  Rica  and  Belize  in  November  and  December 
2011,  respectively.  This  Redhead,  Costa  Rica's  third,  was  seen 
in  the  Bagatzi  rice  fields  near  Palo  Verde  National  Park  on  24 
November  2012.  Photographed  by  Jim  Zook. 


be  a regular  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers. 
Providing  the  eighth  record  for  Costa  Rica, 
all  since  2010,  a Ruddy  Duck  was  at  Sandil- 
lal Reservoir,  Canas  24  Nov  (UOCR,  AH),  a 
new  location  for  this  species. 

Two  ad.  Jabirus,  a rarely  reported  species 
in  Guatemala,  were  seen  near  Las  Pozas  in 
s.  Peten  1 Sep  (ph.  JPC).  In  Honduras,  10 
Jabirus,  mostly  ads.,  were  observed  at  the 
El  Jicarito  refuge,  Choluteca  27  Oct  (ph. 
RG,  OD).  One  was  still  present  18  Nov  (RJ, 
ph.  JVD).  An  ad.  brown-morph  Red-footed 
Booby  was  seen  from  shore  in  the  Gulf  of 
Papagayo,  Guanacaste  13  Oct  (LA,  PA).  This, 
the  most  pelagic  of  the  boobies,  is  seldom  re- 
ported from  shore,  especially  off  the  Nicoya 
Peninsula.  Numbers  of  American  White  Pel- 
icans in  the  Region  continue  to  increase.  In 
Honduras,  300-400  were  observed  at  the  El 
Jicarito  refuge  27  Oct  (RG,  OD),  and  about 
700  were  seen  at  the  Berberia  wetlands  28 
Oct  by  the  same  observers.  Still  considered 
a rare  visitor  in  Nicaragua,  one  was  seen  in 
Salinas  Grandes,  Leon  1 Nov  (MB),  and  12 
were  seen  flying  over  the  beaches  of  Estero 
Real  Delta,  Chinandega  27  Nov  QMV). 

HERONS  THROUGH  HAWKS 

Unexpected  was  a Least  Bittern  observed 
flying  southward  along  the  leeward  shore  of 
Hunting  Caye,  one  of  the  Sapodilla  Cayes  off 
the  s.  coast  of  Belize  20  Sep  (LJ).  Two  ad. 
Yellow-crowned  Night-Herons  in  Cancuen, 
Rio  La  Pasidn,  Peten  4 Aug  QPO  added  an- 
other inland  record  for  this  species  in  the 
Guatemalan  Atlantic  slope  lowlands,  where 
it  is  rare.  In  Honduras,  Boat-billed  Heron 
is  rarely  reported  away  from  the  n.  coast. 
Well  inland,  a juv.  wandered  onto  the  Zamo- 
rano  University  campus,  Francisco  Morazdn, 
where  it  spent  the  entire  month  of  Aug  and 


Another  South  American  raptor  expanding  its  range  into 
Central  America  is  Long-winged  Harrier.  First  recorded  in 
Panama  in  Panama  Province  in  1995  and  Darien  Province  in 
2001,  this  juvenile  dark-morph  male,  seen  at  Juan  Hombron 
on  1 3 October  2012,  provided  the  first  record  for  Code 
Province,  Panama.  Photograph  by  Rafael  Luck. 
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Clapper  Rail  is  making  news  in  Costa  Rica,  Nicaragua,  and  Honduras.  First  recorded  in 
Costa  Rica  along  the  shores  of  the  Gulf  of  Nicoya,  it  was  recorded  in  two  new  locations 
near  the  town  of  Puntarenas  this  fall.  Following  an  undocumented  report  as  far  back  as 
1986,  it  was  finally  confirmed  for  Nicaragua  when  this  individual  was  photographed  10 
November  201 2 at  Estero  Real  in  the  Gulf  of  Fonseca.  Photographed  by  Orlando  Jarquin. 


was  last  seen  2 Sep  (ph.  OK,  m.ob.).  First 
recorded  in  Honduras  in  2004,  a Glossy  Ibis 
was  observed  18  Nov  at  El  Jicarito,  Choluteca 
(RJ,  ph.  JVD).  Seldom  seen  outside  of  the 
Tempisque  River  basin  and  the  wetlands  s.  of 
Lake  Nicaragua  (Cano  Negro),  4 presumed 
Glossy  Ibis  were  seen  in  a rice  field  near  Playa 
Rey  s.  of  Quepos,  Puntarenas  29  Sep  (UOCR, 
JF).  The  birds  were  not  seen  close  enough  to 
distinguish  from  White-faced  Ibis,  a species 
seldom  recorded  in  the  Region. 

In  Belize,  a single  Hook-billed  Kite  seen 
flying  southward  high  over  Punta  Gorda,  To- 
ledo 4 Oct  (LJ)  was  likely  an  early  fall  migrant 
rather  than  a resident.  A substantial  number 
of  Hook-billed  Kites  migrate  through  coastal 
s.  Belize  between  mid-Oct  and  mid-Nov. 
Reported  only  sporadically  in  El  Salvador, 
a Swallow-tailed  Kite  observed  at  Las  Isletas 
11  Sep  QA,  MBo)  provided  the  first  record 
for  La  Paz.  A Pearl  Kite  was  seen  at  the  en- 
trance of  a salt  pond  near  San  Lorenzo,  Valle 
4 Aug  (ph.  JVD);  another  was  seen  feeding 
on  insects  near  Las  Iguanas  WR.,  Choluteca 
28  Oct  (ph.  RG,  OD),  and  possibly  the  same 
individual  was  seen  there  in  20 1 1 . First  doc- 
umented in  Honduras  in  2009,  Pearl  Kite  is 
still  rare  there,  but  for  how  much  longer? 
The  species  is  rapidly  expanding  its  range 
northward  along  the  Regions  Pacific  slope. 
In  Honduras,  a single  group  of  4500  Missis- 
sippi Kites  was  seen  migrating  near  La  Paz, 
Comayagua  1 Sep  (RJ,  ph.  JVD).  Nine  days 
later,  600  were  noted  migrating  over  Laguna 
Villa  Royal,  near  Sabana  Grande,  Francisco 
Morazdn  QVD,  RJ).  On  the  Pacific  slope  of 
n.  Central  America,  where  it  is  a consider- 
ably less  common  migrant,  Mississippi  Kites 
were  observed  in  El  Salvador  as  follows:  one 


on  11  Sep  and  3 on  18  Sep 
at  Las  Isletas,  9 on  30  Sep 
at  Bocana  Rio  Jiboa,  La  Paz 
(all  MBo  and  JA).  The  only 
Mississippi  Kites  reported 
in  Belize  this  fall  were  7 fly- 
ing high  over  Punta  Gorda 
on  the  early  date  of  9 Sep 
and  6 seen  over  Cattle 
Landing  just  n.  of  Punta 
Gorda  2 Oct  (both  LJ). 

In  Panama,  an  imm.  male 
dark-morph  Long-winged 
Harrier  at  Juan  Hombron 
13  Oct  OAC,  ph.  RL,  OQ, 
VW)  provided  the  first  Co- 
de record.  An  uncommon 
fall  raptor  in  Belize,  11 
Broad-winged  Hawks  were 
observed  following  the 
coast  southward  over  Punta 
Gorda  29  Sep,  and  20  were 
observed  migrating  past  Cattle  Landing  2 
Oct  (both  LJ).  In  n.  Central  America,  Swain- 
son’s  Hawks  migrate  mainly  along  the  Pacific 
slope;  thus,  two  kettles  totaling  80  birds  in 
the  Atlantic  slope  lowlands  near  Panzds,  Alta 
Verapaz  10  Oct  (ph.  KE,  CA)  were  notewor- 
thy. Also  worth  noting  was  an  Ornate  Hawk- 
Eagle  near  its  nest  in  La  Muralla  N.P.,  Olancho 
23  Nov  (ph.  AK). 

RASLS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

Although  Ruddy  Crake  is  relatively  com- 
mon in  Honduras,  it  is  rarely  found  above 
1200  m.  One  heard  at  1535  m in  Santa  Ana, 
Francisco  Morazdn  13  Aug+  (RJ,  JVD)  was 
most  unexpected.  Clapper  Rails  continue  to 
make  news  in  the  Region.  Providing  the  first 
confirmed  report  for  Nicaragua,  a Clapper 
Rail  was  discovered  in  Estero  Real,  Golfo 
de  Fonseca,  Chinandega  10  Nov  QB,  ph.  OJ, 
SM,  CAl).  In  Nov  2010,  a pair  of  Clapper 


Unexpected  was  this  Piping  Plover  photographed  at  Tela,  Hon- 
duras 16  October  2012,  on  the  Caribbean  coast.  The  only  other 
documented  record  for  Central  America  is  from  the  Pacific  coast 
of  Costa  Rica,  where  one  was  present  (and  photographed)  1 -7 
November  2009  on  the  open  ocean  side  of  the  Nicoya  Peninsula. 
Photograph  byMkhaelL  P.  Retter. 


Rails  was  reported  nearby  at  Golfo  de  Fon- 
seca, Honduras.  Two  ad.  Clapper  Rails  at- 
tending 2 week-old  chicks  were  observed 
in  mangroves  adjacent  to  a salt  pond  near  I 
San  Lorenzo  4 Aug  (ph.  JVD),  providing  the  j 
first  documentation  of  breeding  in  Hondu-  I 
ras.  Two  individuals,  presumably  the  same  ! 
pair,  were  heard  giving  grunts  in  duet  there 
19  Sep  (FR,  RJ,  JVD).  In  Costa  Rica,  one  was 
found  at  night  in  mangroves  at  Caldera,  s.  of 
Puntarenas  Town,  Puntarenas  16  Aug  (SE). 

Two  more  were  seen  in  young  mangroves 
growing  in  an  abandoned  shrimp  pond  at  iJ 
Chomes,  Puntarenas  22  Aug  (MH).  Both  re-  3 
cords  were  from  new  areas.  There  have  been  i’ 
a handful  of  sight  reports  in  Costa  Rica  since  ;j 
the  species  was  first  reported  a little  over  I 
10  years  ago,  all  in  mangroves  of  the  Gulf  f 
of  Nicoya.  Now  that  people  know  what  to  j 
listen  for  and  where  to  look.  Clapper  Rail 
may  prove  to  be  more  widespread  than  pre-  il 
viously  thought.  1 

Providing  what  may  be  one  of  the  few 
nesting  records  of  the  relatively  common 
Gray-necked  Wood-Rail  in  the  Region,  an 
incubating  bird  was  observed  low  in  an  over- 
hanging shruh  along  the  Rio  Grande  in  the 
Jodi  Johnson  Reserve  near  Punta  Gorda  2 Sep 
(LJ).  The  nest  had  been  found  on  an  earlier 
date  by  the  manager  of  the  reserve.  Three 
Paint-billed  Crakes  were  found  in  a rice- 
growing area  of  Canfin,  Fleredia  22  Oct  QZ), 
and  5 were  there  26  Oct  (ph.  KEa).  This  spe- 
cies is  seldom  detected  in  Central  America, 
and  its  habits  are  still  not  well  known,  but 
it  appears  to  favor  rice  fields.  In  Panama,  an 
ad.  American  Golden-Plover  was  seen  at  Juan 
Hombron  13  Oct  QAC,  ph.  RL,  OQ.  VW). 

This  is  an  infrequently  reported  transient 
in  much  of  the  Region,  especially  in  fall.  A 
Piping  Plover  found  on  the  beach  of  Tela, 


These  three  Snowy  Plovers  discovered  at  Laguna  de  Tisma  on  26 
August  2012  provided  Nicaragua  vjith  its  third  record,  all  coming 
within  the  past  five  years.  As  in  the  rest  of  Central  America, 
Nicaragua  has  seen  an  increased  interest  in  shorebirds  in  the 
12  years  since  North  American  Birds  expanded  its  coverage  to 
include  Central  America.  Photograph  by  Manfred  Bienert. 
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Atlantida  16  Oct  provided  the  first  record  for 
Honduras  and  only  the  second  for  Central 
America  (ph.  MR).  Following  the  hrst  docu- 
mented report  of  Snowy  Plover  in  Nicaragua 
in  Jul  2007  at  Laguna  de  Tisma,  Masaya  and 
the  second  this  past  Jul  at  Salinas  Grandes 
was  a report  of  3 at  Laguna  de  Tisma  26  Aug 
(ph.  MB).  An  impressive  29  Collared  Plovers 
were  seen  together  in  a flooded  grass  field  at 
a sod  farm  near  Canas  13  Nov  (]Z).  What- 
ever was  attracting  this  species  to  this  site, 
and  in  such  large  numbers,  is  unknown.  And 
where  did  they  come  from?  The  species  is 
principally  coastal,  and  there  is  little  suitable 
breeding  habitat  nearby;  the  site  is  30  km 
from  the  nearest  tidal  areas  along  the  Temp- 
isque  River.  American  Oystercatcher  is  rarely 
reported  in  Nicaragua,  so  2 at  Punta  San  Jose 
on  Cosigtiina  Peninsula,  Chinandega  15  Sep 
(MB)  were  of  interest.  Two  American  Avocets 
were  seen  in  the  Berberia  wetlands  28  Oct 
(ph.  RG,  OD);  the  species  is  rarely  recorded 
in  Honduras,  and  these  may  be  the  first  to  be 
photographically  documented.  The  latest  of 
several  American  Avocet  reports  in  Nicaragua 
since  it  was  first  recorded  31  Oct  2010  was  of 
5 seen  at  Salinas  Grandes  28  Oct  (MB). 

In  Costa  Rica,  single  Long-billed  Curlews 
were  at  Cocoroco,  Punta  Morales,  Puntarenas 
25  Sep  (UOCR,  AH),  at  ECMAR  (Estacidn 
Nacional  de  Ciencias  Marino  Costeras),  Punta 
Morales  27  Oct  (DSi),  and  at  Chomes  25  Nov 
(ph.  JZ).  These  three  sightings  could  well 
pertain  to  the  same  bird,  as  the  locations  are 
no  more  than  6 km  apart  along  the  shores  of 
the  Gulf  of  Nicoya.  At  an  unexpected  location 
in  Belize  was  an  Upland  Sandpiper  flushed 
15  Sep  from  a roadside  in  open  woodland 
habitat  in  the  Mountain  Pine  Ridge,  Cay o just 
upstream  from  1000-foot  Falls  QU).  In  Hon- 
duras, an  Upland  Sandpiper  was  heard  fly- 
ing overhead  at  San  Buenaventura,  Francisco 
I Morazdn  5 Sep  QVD).  Another  was  reported 
I in  Nicaragua  from  Mateare  in  a grassland  near 
I Lake  Managua,  Leon  13  Oct  (MB).  There  are 

i only  about  five  previous  records  from  Ni- 

‘ caragua.  Three  Surfbirds  were  seen  15  Sep 
at  Punta  Nata  on  the  Gosigiiina  Peninsula, 
i where  2 had  been  seen  on  the  same  date  a 
year  earlier  (both  MB).  Surfbird  is  a rare  tran- 
sient or  winter  visitor  in  Nicaragua. 

: Providing  only  the  second  record  for  El 

I Salvador  and  the  first  to  be  photographi- 
. cally  documented  was  a Dunlin  at  Isla  San 
Sebastian,  Jiquilisco,  Usulutdn  30  Oct  (ph. 

I VG,  IV,  MBo).  Also  rarely  seen  in  Costa  Rica, 
3 Dunlins  were  seen  on  a tidal  mud  bar  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Tempisque  River  29  Nov 
(DS).  Nicaragua  received  its  first  fall  record 
of  White-rumped  Sandpiper  26  Aug  when 
one  turned  up  at  Salinas  Grandes  (ph.  MB). 


Another  noteworthy  shorebird  in  the  Region 
was  a Baird’s  Sandpiper  in  El  Salvador  at  Las 
Isletas  11  Sep  OA.  MBo).  Ten  Long-billed 
Dowitchers  were  observed  in  salt  ponds  near 
San  Lorenzo  27  Oct  (ph.  RG,  OD). 

A regular  but  seldom  reported  migrant  in 
the  Region,  2 Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  each 
were  seen  in  El  Salvador  at  Las  Isletas  1 1 Sep 
QA,  MBo)  and  in  Belize  at  Aqua  Mar  Shrimp 
Farm  15  Sep  (ph.  LJ).  In  Gosta  Rica,  8 were 
seen  at  a sod  farm  next  to  Juan  Santamaria 
International  Airport,  Alajuela  on  24  Sep  (ph. 
RiG),  and  4 were  there  29  Sep  (DMa).  This 
location  has  become  one  of  the  more  predict- 
able spots  in  Costa  Rica  to  see  this  species. 
Elsewhere  in  Costa  Rica,  2 were  seen  be- 
tween Cano  Negro  and  Los  Chiles,  Alajuela 
3 Oct  (UOCR,  AH).  Two  Wilson’s  Phalaropes 
were  at  Salinera  La  Ostia  near  San  Lorenzo 
19  Sep  (RJ,  FR,  ph.  JVD),  with  one  present 
6 Oct  QVD).' Elsewhere,  a group  of  11  was 
seen  at  the  Berberia  wetlands  28  Oct,  and  6 
were  seen  there  2 Dec  (RG,  OD).  Previously 
considered  an  uncommon  to  rare  migrant  in 
Honduras,  Wilson’s  Phalarope  now  appears 
to  be  more  frequent.  Seen  in  with  these  phal- 
aropes on  28  Oct  was  a Red-necked  Phala- 
rope (ph.  RG,  OD),  making  just  the  third 
record  of  this  species  in  Honduras. 

TERNS  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

Eorster’s  Tern  is  a casual  winter  visitor  at  the 
extreme  s.  edge  of  its  range  in  Costa  Rica, 
so  3 at  Chomes  16  Nov  (ph.  JZ)  were  note- 
worthy. Most  Costa  Rica  records  have  come 
from  the  Gulf  of  Nicoya  (as  is  the  case  here), 
although  typically  they  have  been  of  single 
birds.  Gommon  Ground-Dove  is  gradually 
spreading  southward  in  Belize.  Prior  to  this 
year,  its  southernmost  occurrence,  excepting 
a few  extralimital  records  in  win- 
ter, was  at  Placencia  in  southern- 
most Stann  Creek.  On  the  cayes,  it 
was  found  no  farther  s.  than  Caye 
Caulker.  This  fall,  Jones  recorded 
5 on  the  Sapodilla  Cayes:  one  each 
on  Lime  Caye  and  Hunting  Caye 
and  3 on  Frank’s  Caye.  Because  of 
the  number  of  birds  involved  and 
the  fact  those  on  Frank’s  Caye  were 
vocalizing,  these  birds  may  repre- 
sent recent  colonists  rather  than 
strays.  On  the  other  hand,  a Com- 
mon Ground-Dove  seen  14  Sep  (LJ, 

WM)  at  Orange  Point,  an  actively 
birded  site  on  the  outskirts  of  Punta 
Gorda,  was  believed  to  be  a post- 
breeding stray.  A window-killed 
Violaceous  Quail-Dove  was  found 
at  Canopy  San  Luis,  Alajuela  17 
Nov  (ph.  JDV).  The  distribution  of 


Dunlin  is  an  exceptionally  rare  shorebird  in  Central  America. 

El  Salvador  recorded  its  second  Dunlin,  and  the  first  to  be 
photographed,  when  this  bird  appeared  at  Isla  San  Sebastian 

on  30  October  2012.  Photograph  by  Vicky  Galdn. 

this  species  in  Costa  Rica  is  poorly  known. 
It  appears  in  a particular  location,  then  goes 
unreported  there  for  long  periods.  Although 
this  is  the  first  report  from  this  area,  it  is 
known  from  other  mid-elevation  Caribbean 
forest  sites. 

An  impressive  flight  of  Yellow-billed 
Cuckoos  was  witnessed  in  Honduras  dur- 
ing the  last  week  of  Sep  and  the  first  few 
days  of  Oct,  during  which  sightings  of  this 
relatively  secretive  species  became  a daily  af- 
fair. On  25  Sep,  18  individuals,  including  14 
traveling  in  one  loose  group,  were  observed 
late  afternoon  at  Laguna  Villa  Royal  (RJ,  ph. 
JVD).  During  this  same  period.  Black-billed 
Cuckoos  were  also  widely  noted  in  Hondu- 
ras, though  only  as  singles  (RJ,  CF,  ph.  JVD). 
In  Costa  Rica,  a Black-billed  Cuckoo  was  at 
Rancho  Naturalista,  Cartago  25  Sep  (HV),  2 
were  seen  at  Cedral  de  Cajon,  San  Jose  16 
Sep,  and  3 were  there  the  following  day 
(WV).  Hummingbirds  were  found  in  several 
unusual  places  in  Honduras  this  fall.  Very 


Rarely  recorded  in  Honduras,  this  American  Avocet,  one  of  two  found  in  the 
Berberia  wetlands  on  28  October  201 2,  may  represent  the  first  photographi- 
cally documented  record  in  the  country.  Photograph  by  Robert  Gallardo. 
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White-rumped  Sandpiper  passes  through  Central  America  primarily  in  late  spring,  at  which  time  it  can  be  fairly  common 
along  the  shores  of  estuaries  and  lagoons  with  suitable  foraging  habitat.  It  is  much  less  likely  to  be  seen  in  Central  America 
on  its  southward  migration.  This  adult  White-rumped  at  Salinas  Grandes  26  August  2012  provided  one  of  the  few  records  for 

Nicaragua  and  the  first  for  fall.  Photograph  by  Manfred  Bienert. 


rare  on  the  Pacific  slope  n.  of  Costa  Rica,  a 
male  White-necked  Jacobin  was  seen  on  the 
Zamorano  University  campus  20  Oct  (OK). 
A male  Sparkling-tailed  Hummingbird  seen 
feeding  on  Lantana  just  w.  of  the  Aguan  Val- 
ley 25  Nov  (RG,  OD,  AK,  GK)  provided  the 
only  recent  record  for  Yoro. 

WOODPECKERS  THROUGH  JAYS 

In  Belize,  Ladder-backed  Woodpecker  is  an 
uncommon  resident  of  the  coastal  pine  sa- 
vannas that  stretch  from  Orange  Walk  to  n. 
Toledo.  Unexpected  was  a female  found  in 
open  second-growth  woodland  well  n.  of 
the  pine  belt  in  a suburban  neighborhood 
of  Corozal  Town,  Corozal  14  63:  17  Sep  (ph. 
NW).  Close  examination  of  the  photographs 
suggest  that  it  was  the  Yucatan  subspecies  Pi- 
coides  scalaris  leucoptilunrs,  an  inhabitant  of 
mangroves,  and  not  the  local  subspecies  P 
s.  patyus.  If  correctly  assigned,  it  would  rep- 
resent the  first  record  of  parvus  from  Belize. 
In  Honduras,  a Ladder-backed  Woodpecker 
was  seen  at  a salt  pond  near  San  Lorenzo 
19  Sep  (FR,  RJ,  ph.  JVD).  Although  small 
numbers  are  resident  in  the  mangroves  of 
the  Gulf  of  Fonseca,  Ladder-backed  Wood- 
pecker is  seldom  reported  in  Honduras. 

Crested  Caracara  is  expanding  its  range 
on  the  Guatemalan  Atlantic  slope,  probably 
in  response  to  deforestation.  Two  were  seen 
4 km  s.  of  Panzos  8 Oct  (KE,  CA),  and  one 
was  seen  4 km  e.  of  Santa  Cruz  Verapaz  24 
Oct  OPC).  An  imm.  Yellow-headed  Caraca- 
ra present  20-28  Nov  on  the  Zamorano  Uni- 
versity campus  (OK,  ph.  PS,  ph.  RG,  OD, 
KL)  was  likely  Honduras’  third;  one  reported 
in  Jul  from  a site  30  km  to  the  sw.  could  well 
have  been  the  same  individual.  The  2 Red- 
lored  Parrots  reported  from  Caye  Caulker 
this  past  summer  were  last  seen  18  Oct 
O&DB).  Two  Yellow-headed  Parrots  heard  4 
km  s.  of  Panzos  10  Oct  (KE)  were  probably 
strays  from  the  small  population  in  coastal 
Izabal.  A Ruddy  Foliage-gleaner  recorded  at 
La  Muralla  N.R  1 Oct  (RG)  established  a new 
record  for  that  reserve. 

Paltry  Tyrannulet  is  a common  cloud  for- 
est bird  in  Guatemala;  however,  it  is  rare  in 
the  lowlands,  where  one  was  seen  in  rainfor- 
est at  350  m elevation  12  km  s.  of  Panzos 
9 Oct  (KE,  CA).  In  Belize,  White-throated 
Flycatcher  is  a rare  and  local  winter  visitor 
whose  arrival  and  departure  times  are  poorly 
known.  One  found  by  Jones  8 Sep  at  The 
Dump,  Toledo,  a traditional  winter  site  for 
the  species,  provided  Belize’s  earliest  fall  re- 
cord to  date.  Rarely  reported  in  Honduras, 
an  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  was  observed  at 
Laguna  Villa  Royal  27  Oct  (RJ,  JVD).  Early 
migrants  were  single  Great  Crested  Fly- 


catchers found  at  different  locations  in  Las 
Cuevas,  Cayo  4 & 5 Sep  (LJ).  Three  Cassin’s 
Kingbirds  were  seen  in  the  Chixoy  River  val- 
ley 1 1 km  s.  of  San  Cristobal  Verapaz,  Baja 
Verapaz  26  Nov  (ph.  JPC).  This  species  is 
rarely  reported  in  Guatemala.  In  Honduras, 
where  it  is  also  rare,  up  to  6 were  observed 
on  Cerro  de  Hula,  Francisco  Morazdn  in  Oct 
and  Nov,  with  the  first  being  observed  17 
Oct.  Its  presence  at  this  site  has  now  been 
documented  for  two  consecutive  winters 
(ph.  JVD,  RJ,  OK,  MM,  FR).  Three  Western 
Kingbirds  were  seen  in  the  dry  forest  at  the 
Honduran  Emerald  Reserve,  Aguan  Valley, 
Yoro  25  Nov  (RG,  OD,  ph.  AK,  GK),  where 
the  species  has  not  been  reported  before. 
In  Panama,  a Western  Kingbird  was  seen  at 
Naos  Island,  Panama  13  Sep  (RC).  A Fork- 
tailed Flycatcher  observed  flying  over  Punta 
Gorda  13  Sep  (LJ)  was  at  an  unusual  location 
about  20  km  s.  of  its  expected  range. 

A Blue-headed  Vireo  at  Monteverde,  Pun- 
tarenas  12  Nov  (TL)  was  the  only  one  report- 
ed in  Costa  Rica  this  fall.  A Black-whiskered 
Vireo,  a rare  migrant  anywhere  in  the  Re- 
gion, and  especially  on  the  mainland,  was 
seen  on  the  road  to  Fort  San  Lorenzo,  Colon 
4 Sep  (ph.  SO).  A Chestnut-sided  Shrike- 
Vireo  recorded  in  w.  Sierra  de  las  Minas  at 
Finca  La  Tormenta,  El  Progreso  23  Aug  OPO 
further  documents  the  expanding  range  of 
this  species  in  the  Guatemalan  Atlantic-slope 
mountains.  Six  Brown-chested  Martins  were 
at  Palmar  Sur,  Puntarenas  25  Sep  (ph.  DMa, 
OJu).  This  casual  southern  hemisphere  mi- 


grant is  not  reported  every  year,  and  these 
birds  provided  one  of  the  few  documented 
records  for  Costa  Rica.  In  Honduras,  a pair 
of  Green  Jays  was  found  at  Coyoles  in  the 
Aguan  Valley  7 Oct  (OK)  about  100  km  e. 
of  its  known  range.  The  status  of  the  spe- 
cies in  this  valley  is  unclear.  Rarely  record- 
ed outside  of  La  Tigra  N.R,  a group  of  7-8 
Black-throated  Jays,  including  some  imms., 
were  seen  at  La  Muralla  N.R  1 Oct  (RG). 
Rock  Wren  occurs  very  locally  in  Guatemala; 
thus,  one  seen  13  Nov  in  the  Chrxoy  River 
valley,  Baja  Verapaz,  about  1 1 km  s.  of  San 
Cristobal  Verapaz  (ph.  JPC)  was  noteworthy. 

THRUSHES  THROUGH  MUNIAS 

Formerly  fairly  common  in  Belize’s  Mountain 
Pine  Ridge,  the  last  time  an  Eastern  Bluebird 
had  been  reported  was  in  2007,  and  before 
that,  1997.  On  11  Aug,  2 juvs.  were  on  the 
Bull  Run  property  about  200  m from  the 
source  of  1000-foot  Falls  QU),  lending  sup- 
port to  the  notion  that  the  species  may  not 
yet  be  extirpated  from  Belize,  as  had  been 
feared.  Attempts  to  relocate  these  or  addi- 
tional individuals  on  subsequent  days  were 
unsuccessful. 

A Blue-winged  Warbler  at  Rancho  Natu- 
ralista  27  Nov  QZ,  HB)  was  the  only  one 
reported  in  Costa  Rica  this  fall.  An  impres- 
sive 4 Nashville  Warblers  were  seen  on  the 
Sapodilla  Cayes  during  a week-long  visit  in 
Sep  (LJ):  one  on  Hunting  Caye  18  Sep,  one 
on  Frank’s  Caye  23  Sep,  and  2 on  Hunting 
Caye  25  Sep.  With  only  a handful  of  reliable 
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records  in  Costa  Rica,  an  ad.  Nashville  War- 
bler at  Ujarras,  Cartago  19  Nov-i-  (EC,  JJ)  is 
worth  noting.  A Northern  Parula  observed  at 
Gualaco,  Olancho  13  Nov  (OK)  was  the  only 
report  on  eBird  for  mainland  Honduras  this 
season.  One  was  seen  in  mangroves  at  Las 
Baulas  N.E,  Tamarindo,  Gmnacaste  24  Nov 
(FV);  like  most  of  the  recent  records  in  Costa 
Rica,  this  one  was  from  the  dry  northwest.  A 
Cerulean  Warbler  was  5 km  n.  of  La  Milpa 
field  station,  nw.  Orange  Walk  11  Sep  (VR, 
MC);  this  species  is  being  reported  less  fre- 
quently in  the  Region  than  previously.  The 
only  report  from  Honduras  this  fall  comes 
from  Cerro  de  Hula,  where  one  was  seen  12 
Sep  QVD);  Cerulean  Warbler  is  especially 
rare  on  the  Pacific  slope  of  Honduras.  Ex- 
ceptionally rare  in  Costa  Rica,  an  imm.  male 
Cape  May  Warbler  was  found  at  Ujarras 
12  (EC,  ph.  BH)  through  26  Nov  (JZ,  HB). 
It  was  captured  and  banded  in  a chayote 
plantation.  Irregular  in  most  of  the  Region, 
a Myrtle  Warbler  was  on  the  Zamorano  Uni- 
versity campus  4 Nov  (ph.  PS,  OK),  and  2 
were  there  25  Nov  (OK).  Rare  in  Belize,  a 
Canada  Warbler  was  reported  5 km  n.  of  La 
Milpa  field  station  11  Sep  (VR,  MC);  another 
was  on  Frank’s  Caye  at  the  opposite  end  of 
the  country  23  Sep  (LJ). 

In  Honduras,  a Buff-throated  Saltator  near 
San  Buenaventura  28  Oct  OVD)  was  the 
first  to  be  recorded  in  Francisco  Morazdn.  A 
Wedge-tailed  Grass-Finch  was  seen  2 Oct 
at  Altos  del  Maria,  Panama  (ph.  MF),  a first 
record  for  that  locality.  Olive  Sparrow  is  dis- 
tributed locally  in  Peten,  where  it  is  rarely 
reported,  so  2 seen  at  La  Libertad  25  Nov 
OPC,  SH)  were  noteworthy,  although  the 
species  has  been  reported  there  previously. 
Rare  so  far  s.  and  at  such  a low  altitude  (800 
m),  a Lincoln’s  Sparrow  was  on  the  Zamora- 


Another  open-country  species  that  is  wending  its  way 
north  through  Central  America  is  Yellow-headed  Caracara. 

I{  This  juvenile,  found  on  the  Zamorano  University  campus  in 

Francisco  Morazan  Department  20-28  (here  25)  November 
' 2012,  was  Honduras' third  and  the  second  to  be  documented 

photographically.  Photograph  byPaulStufkm. 
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In  Belize,  Ladder-backed  Woodpecker  is  confined  to  the 
coastal  pine  woodlands  and  savannas  that  stretch  from 
northern  Orange  Walk  District  to  northern  Toledo  District. 

Thus,  when  one  showed  up  in  Nathaniel  Wander's  yard  on 
the  outskirts  of  Corozal  Town,  well  north  of  the  pine  belt,  its 
subspecific  identity  was  immediately  raised  as  a question.  A 
likely  candidate  was  Pkoides  scalaris  leucoptilurus  from  the 
Yucatan  Peninsula,  and  this  bird  shows  characters  consistent 
with  that  subspecies — broader  black  markings  in  the  face 
and  thicker  black  bars  on  the  back,  paler  underparts,  and 
more  spotting  on  the  breast  than  the  Belize  subspecies  P.  s. 
parms.  Photograph  by  Nathamel  Wander. 

no  University  campus  18  Nov  (OK,  ph.  PS). 
In  Belize,  a Summer  Tanager  on  East  Snake 
Caye  2 Sep  (LJ)  was  an  early  fall  migrant.  A 
possible  range  extension  for  Yellow-crowned 
Euphonia  was  established  when  several  were 


Cassin's  Kingbird  is  seldom  seen  in  Central  America,  with  only  a 
handful  of  records  from  Guatemala,  Honduras,  and  Nicaragua, 
and  one  record  from  Belize.  This  bird  was  one  of  three  seen  in 
Guatemala's  Chixoy  River  valley  near  San  Cristobal  Verapaz  on 
26  November  2012.  Photograph  by  John  Paul  Cahill. 


1 


observed  in  with  Scrub  Euphonias  at  the 
National  University  of  Agriculture  in  Cata- 
camas,  Olancho  27-29  Nov  (RB,  ph.  MM). 
A male  Yellow-throated  Euphonia  seen  14 
Oct  at  a feeder  in  Chica,  Panama  (ph.  JW) 
provided  the  first  record  for  cen.  Panama. 
Honduras’s  first  Pacific-slope  record  of  Tri- 
colored Munia  was  established  when  2 ads. 
and  a juv.  were  seen  bathing  in  a pool  near 
Monjaras,  Choluteca  3 Nov  (RJ,  ph.  JVD). 

Corrigenda:  The  golden-plover  photo- 
graphed in  Nicaragua  2 Apr  2012  (date 
mistakenly  given  as  2 May)  and  identified  at 
the  time  as  an  American  Golden-Plover  has 
been  correctly  re-identified  by  several  astute 
readers  as  a Pacific  Golden-Plover,  a first 
for  Nicaragua  and  Central  America!  The  2 
Short-tailed  Nighthawks  reported  in  the 
same  issue  were  seen  on  1 5 May,  not  5 May. 

Contributors  (country  coordinators  in 
boldface):  Jeniffer  Abrego,  Carlos  Alaniz 
(CAl),  George  Angehr  (Panama),  Laramie 
Aspegren,  Philip  Aspegren,  Claudia  Aven- 
dafto,  Harry  Barnard,  Ruth  Bennett,  Jim  and 
Dorothy  Beveridge  Q&DB),  Manfred  Bienert, 
Melvin  Bonilla  (MBo),  Jens  Byskov,  John 
Paul  Cahill,  Ernesto  Carman,  Liliana  Cha- 
varria (Nicaragua),  Richard  Cooke,  Mar- 
cos Corado,  Jan  Axel  Cubilla,  Olivia  Diaz, 
Kevin  Easley  (KEa),  Steven  Easley,  Knut 
Eisermann  (Guatemala),  Johan  Fernandez, 
Michael  Froude,  Carlos  Funes,  Vicky  Galan, 
Robert  Gallardo,  Richard  Garrigues  (RiG), 
Andres  Herrera,  Stefan  Hess,  Minor  Hidalgo, 
Bill  Hilton,  Orlando  Jarquin,  Jairo  Jimenez, 
Lee  Jones  (Belize),  Oscar  Juarez  (OJu),  Ro- 
selvy  Juarez  (El  Salvador),  Kevin  Karlson, 
Adam  Kent,  Gina  Kent,  Oliver  Komar,  Rafael 
Luck,  Tim  Ludwick,  Daniel  Martinez  (DMa), 
Esdras  Lopez  Mejia,  Mayron  Mejia,  Darien 
Montanez  (Panama),  Salvadora  Morales, 
Wilfred  Mutrie,  Kevin  Omland,  Suzanne 
Osier,  Osvaldo  Quintero,  Michael  Retter,  Fa- 
biola  Rodriguez,  Vladimir  Rodriguez,  Magda 
Sanchez,  Dennis  Shepler,  David  Siquenza 
(DSi),  Paul  Stufkens,  Union  de  Ornitblogos 
de  Costa  Rica  website,  Jonathan  Urbina,  Jose 
Martin  Vallecillo,  John  van  Dort  (Hondu- 
ras), Juan  Diego  Vargas,  Iselda  Vega,  Her- 
man Venegas,  Warner  Venegas,  Fox  Vernon, 
Nathaniel  Wander,  Venicio  Wilson,  Jennifer 
Wolcott,  Jim  Zook  (Costa  Rica).  O 
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Tropical  storms  were  remarkably  few, 
though  Tropical  Storm  Isaac  made  multi- 
ple landfalls  from  the  Leeward  Islands  to 
Cuba  21-25  August,  causing  extensive  damage 
but  occasioning  little  comment  from  birders. 
The  monstrous  late-season  Hurricane  Sandy 
struck  Jamaica  with  winds  of  85  m.p.h.  on 
24  October,  making  landfall  at  Kingston,  then 
pummeled  Cuba  with  115  m.p.h  winds  the 
next  day;  the  storm  passed  east  of  the  Bahamas 
26  October  before  moving  on  to  devastate  New 
York  and  New  Jersey,  killing  at  least  74  peo- 
ple in  the  Caribbean  and  87  in  the  mainland 
United  States.  Terns  were  grounded  by  Sandy 
on  New  Providence  and  Grand  Bahama  and 
surely  elsewhere,  and  West  Indian  Woodpeck- 
ers were  scarce  on  Abaco  after  the  storm,  but 
we  received  few  other  reports  connected  to  this 
unusual  storm. 

Bald  Eagle,  Eastern  Bluebird,  and  Warbling 
Vireo  were  rare  hnds  for  the  Bahamas;  the  Cay- 
mans had  records  of  Cinnamon  Teal  and  Vesper 
Sparrow,  the  latter  a hrst  for  the  Region;  and 
Guadeloupe  had  its  hrst  Northern  Wheatear. 
On  Bermuda,  numerous  highlights  included 
multiple  Brown  Boobies,  Canada  Geese,  White- 
winged Doves,  Red-breasted  Nuthatches,  and 
the  hrst  August  record  of  Summer  Tanager. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  JAEGERS 

Ten  West  Indian  Whistling-Ducks  were  seen 
at  Jardin  Botanico,  Santo  Domingo,  Domini- 
can Republic  4 Nov  (SB),  where  they  enjoy  an 
urban  refuge.  A Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck 
was  at  Hall  Estate,  Grand  Cayman  2 & 13  Sep 
(ph.  PDa  et  al.)  and  at  a private  residence  where 
West  Indian  Whistling-Ducks  are  fed.  Seven 
Canada  Geese  in  St.  Davids  9-30  Nov  and  lat- 
er (AD)  made  a high  count  for  Bermuda.  The 
Canada  Goose  at  Treasure  Cay  G.C.,  Abaco  was 
present  through  the  fall  except  for  two  weeks 
in  Aug  and  in  late  Oct,  when  Hurricane  Sandy 


passed  through  (EB).  A Eurasian  Wigeon  at 
Spittal  Pond,  Bermuda  23  Oct  (DBW)  was  the 
hrst  of  4 present  at  various  locations  through 
30  Nov+.  The  hrst  returning  Blue-vringed 
Teal  were  noted  on  Spittal  Pond,  Bermuda  30 
Aug  (AD).  A Cinnamon  Teal  in  the  company 
of  Blue-winged  Teal  was  carefully  described 
5 Nov  at  Whittaker’s  Estate,  Grand  Cayman 
(PDa).  An  early  Northern  Shoveler  was  on  Clo- 
verdale  Pond,  Bermuda  15  Sep  (AD).  A single 
Gadwall  was  noted  at  Sugar  Bay  Resort,  St. 
Thomas  23  Oct  (SR),  for  one  of  the  few  reports 
from  the  U.  S.  Virgin  Islands.  A flock  of  150+ 
Ring-necked  Ducks  was  at  Hobby  Horse  Lake, 
New  Providence  20  Nov  (ph.  LHu).  A pair  of 
Lesser  Scaup  was  seen  at  a pond  near  Mount 
Hartman,  Grenada  29  Nov  (RLN,  AJ).  A Long- 
tailed Duck  was  on  Tucker’s  Point  G.C.,  Ber- 
muda 17-30  Nov+  (AD).  A White-winged  Sco- 
ter was  in  Mangrove  Lake  24  Nov  (AD),  and  a 
Black  Scoter  was  in  Ely’s  Harbour,  Bermuda  23 
Nov  (PW).  A Homed  Grebe  seen  in  Harrington 
Sound,  Bermuda  14  Nov  0M)  and  then  near 
Shelly  Bay  18  Nov  (CG). 

The  hrst  returning  Bermuda  Petrels  were 
noted  around  Castle  Harbour  islands  17  Oct 
(JM).  A Wilson’s  Storm-Petrel  was  seen  8 km  off 
Great  Guana  Cay,  Abaco  8 Aug  (SRu).  An  imm. 
Masked  Booby  was  observed  being  attacked  by 
a Magnihcent  Frigatebird  from  a cmise  ship  off 
Dominica  29  Nov  (RLN).  Single  Brown  Boobies 
were  at  Don’t  Rock,  Abaco  Sound  30  Aug-2  Sep 
(EB,  BP,  TW)  and  off  Great  Guana  Cay  10  Nov 
(EB).  In  Bermuda,  a summering  Brown  Booby 
at  Church  Bay  was  seen  with  a second  bird  4 
Sep  (CB),  the  hrst  time  2 Brown  Boobies  have 
been  seen  in  Bermuda;  both  were  still  present 
29  Sep.  An  imm.  Brown  Pelican  was  present 
in  Bermuda’s  East  End  2-30  Nov+  (AD).  Sin- 
gle Magnihcent  Frigatebirds  in  Bermuda  were 
seen  over  Mullet  Bay  3 Aug,  the  Causeway  16 
Oct  (PW),  and  Wreck  Hill  2 Nov  (PH).  A Neo- 
tropic Cormorant  at  Treasure  G.C.  24  Nov  was 
unusual  (EB);  with  the  increase  in  records  n. 
of  typical  range  in  North  America,  and  nesting 
now  documented  in  Florida,  observers  of  cor- 
morants should  be  alert  for  this  species. 

An  American  Bittern  was  at  Robert’s  Nurs- 
ery, Abaco  19  Nov  (EB).  The  long-staying  Little 
Egret  at  Rex  Resorts  property,  Grenada  was  seen 
again  29  Nov  (AJ,  RLN).  A Wood  Stork  was  at 
Cayo  Coco,  Cuba  11  Oct  (RLN,  NASOT).  An 
American  Flamingo  was  at  Gilpin  Point,  Abaco 
4-16  Sep  (EB,  BP,  TW).  A Virginia  Rail  seen  in  a 
roadside  swale  was  a surprise  at  Najassa,  Cuba 
9 Oct  (RLN).  A Bald  Eagle  perched  near  the 
Treasure  Cay  Ferry  Dock  28  Nov  (E&AN)  was 
most  unusual;  there  are  few  records  of  the  spe- 
cies from  the  Bahamas  or  the  Region. 

An  American  Golden-Plover  at  Go  Slow 
Bend,  Cable  Beach,  New  Providence  23  Oct 


(PD,  TH,  WP)  was  perhaps  grounded  by  winds 
associated  with  Sandy.  In  Bermuda,  2 Piping 
Plovers  were  on  Nonsuch  Island  17  Aug  QM); 
another  frequented  Castle  Harbour  beaches 
throughout  Oct.  Piping  Plovers  were  seen  re- 
peatedly on  the  beaches  along  the  s.  side  of 
Grand  Bahama,  with  a high  count  of  21  on  30 
Oct  (EB,  MZ,  SRo,  RW).  Two  were  seen  near 
Melia  Beach  resort  at  Cayo  Coco,  Cuba  12  Oct 
(RLN,  m.ob.).  The  sand  spit  at  Green  Turtle  Cay, 
Abaco  remains  a shorebird  hotspot;  fall  high- 
lights included  50+  Semipalmated  Plovers  16 
Oct  and  38  Red  Knots,  35  Western  Sandpipers, 
and  a Dunlin  17  Oct  (EB,  BM).  An  American 
Avocet  was  at  Port  Royal  G.C.,  Bermuda  10-17 
Oct  (AD).  Two  avocets  and  30  Wilson’s  Plovers 
were  on  the  e.  side  of  San  Salvador,  Bahamas 
16  Aug  (BB,  EB).  An  Upland  Sandpiper  was  on 
Port  Royal  G.C.,  Bermuda  15-16  Sep  (AD).  A 
long-staying  Hudsonian  Godwit  was  on  Mid- 
Ocean  G.C.,  Bermuda  25  Sep-7  Oct  (GB).  A 
Baird’s  Sandpiper  was  at  Port  Royal  G.C.,  Ber- 
muda 1 1-12  Nov  (AD).  An  early  Dunlin  was  on 
Warwick  Pond,  Bermuda  4-8  Sep,  then  moved 
to  Port  Royal  G.C.,  where  last  seen  29  Sep  (AD). 
A Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  was  on  Port  Royal 
G.C.,  Bermuda  30  Aug  (PH),  with  a fine  high 
count  of  7 at  Bermuda  Airport  17  Sep  (AD).  A 
Ruff  was  at  the  East  End  Dairy,  Bermuda  29-30 
Sep  (AD).  A White-rumped  Sandpiper  was  at 
Lake  Killamey,  New  Providence  26  Aug  (PD, 
TW,  BHu).  Two  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  were  at  the 
Sports  Centre,  Nassau  14-18  Sep  (PD.  TH,  WP) 
and  one  at  Gilpin  Point,  Abaco  2 Oct  (RN,  AN, 
SN,  EB).  Two  Red-necked  Phalaropes  were  seen 
at  Cabo  Rojo  N.WR.,  Puerto  Rico  24  Nov  (JH); 
this  location  has  produced  records  of  all  three 
phalaropes  in  recent  seasons. 

A Franklin’s  Gull  at  the  Sports  Centre,  Nas- 
sau 20  Sep  was  an  excellent  find  (PD).  A Ring- 
billed Gull  was  noted  at  Fredriksted  pier,  St. 
Croix,  U.  S.  Virgin  Islands  24  Nov  (RLN).  An 
injured  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  was  at  Cayo 
Romano  bridge,  Cuba  11  Oct  (RLN,  m.ob.). 
Eight  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  were  at  Arawak 
Cay,  Nassau  23  Oct  (PD,  TH,  WP).  A single 
Black  Skimmer  was  seen  at  Meagre  Bay  Pond, 
Grand  Cayman  5 Nov  (ph.  CK).  It  was  a banner 
season  for  terns  in  the  Bahamas,  with  eight  spe- 
cies reported.  Ten  Roseate  Terns  were  off  Whale 
Cay,  Abaco  12  Aug  (EB,  AC).  On  26-27  Aug, 
during  a period  of  strong  onshore  winds  asso- 
ciated with  Hurricane  Isaac,  a Sandwich  Tern, 
5 Arctic  Terns,  20+  Least  Terns,  and  2 Black 
Terns  were  at  Arawak  Cay  and  Lake  Killamey, 
New  Providence  (PD,  TH,  WP,  TW,  ph.  BHu, 
ph.  EB).  Two  Sandwich  Terns  and  25  Common 
Terns  at  West  End,  Grand  Bahama  30  Oct  were 
clearly  still  recovering  from  their  confrontation 
with  Hurricane  Sandy  (EB,  BH,  MZ),  as  were  2 
Common  Terns  on  Arawak  Cay  28  Oct  (TH). 
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Three  Forster’s  Terns  were  seen  at  Meagre  Bay 
Pond,  Grand  Cayman  29  Nov  (PDa).  A Sand- 
wich Tern  frequented  Bermuda’s  East  End  2-10 
Nov  (PW).  A juv.  Black  Tern  was  on  Port  Royal 
G.C.,  Bermuda  2-7  Sep  (PH),  while  an  ad.  in 
Castle  Harbour,  Bermuda  15  Nov  (PW)  was 
very  late,  and  2 at  West  Bay,  Grand  Cayman 
24  Oct  (PDa)  were  deemed  Sandy  waifs.  Single 
Pomarine  and  Parasitic  Jaegers  were  seen  from 
a cruise  ship  off  the  Caribbean  side  of  Domi- 
nica 29  Nov  (RLN). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

Bermuda’s  fourth  White-winged  Dove  flew 
over  Barry  Rd.,  St  Georges  3 Nov  (PW);  its  fifth 
haunted  a jenningsland  garden  17  Nov  QM). 
Four  White-winged  Doves  were  seen  at  West 
End,  Grand  Bahama  30  Oct  (BH,  MZ,  EB);  on 
New  Providence,  2 were  at  South  Beach  3 Nov 
(PD,  ph.  LL)  and  one  at  Adelaide  9 Nov  (TH, 
TW).  Wolck  found  a Mourning  Dove  on  Elbow 
Cay,  Abaco  20  Nov,  the  first  he  had  seen  there 
in  35  years.  Four  Grenada  Doves  were  heard 
and  seen  at  Mount  Hartman  Preserve  28  Nov 
(AJ,  RLN).  Gray-fronted,  Ruddy,  and  Blue- 
headed Quail-Doves  all  showed  nicely  at  Ber- 
mejas  forest  refuge,  Cuba  6 Oct  (RLN,  NASOT, 
m.ob.).  A late  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  was  on 
Cooper’s  Island,  Bermuda  30  Nov  (AD).  Single 
Short-eared  Owls  in  Bermuda  were  seen  over 
the  Castle  Harbour  Islands  6 Nov  QM)  and 
Daniel’s  Island  14  Nov  (PW);  2 were  hunting 
in  late  afternoon  at  Patrick’s  Island  Lake,  Grand 
Cayman  1 Nov  (PDa).  A Common  Nighthawk 
was  at  Playa  Larga,  Cuba  8 Oct  (RLN),  and  2 
were  seen  at  Les  Cayes,  Haiti  25  Oct  (SC).  A 
Chimney  Swift  was  seen  in  a large  group  of  An- 
tillean Palm  Swifts  at  Los  Portales,  Cuba  5 Oct 
(RLN).  A Ruby- throated  Hummingbird  was 
along  Wreck  Rd.,  Bermuda  29-30  Oct  (DBW). 
Six  West  Indian  Woodpeckers  along  Jake  Jones 
Rd.,  San  Salvador  17  Aug  made  a good  count 
(EB,  BB).  Regrettably,  2 West  Indian  Wood- 
peckers were  found  shot  at  Angelfish  Point, 
Abaco  1 Oct,  the  first  day  of  pigeon  hunting 
season;  they  were  probably  shot  to  express 
someone’s  displeasure  over  the  privately  owned 
area  being  closed  to  hunters  but  open  to  bird- 
ers. West  Indian  Woodpeckers  were  scarce  on 
Abaco  after  Hurricane  Sandy  struck  the  island 
26  Oct  (EB).  A Northern  Harrier  was  noted  at 
Great  Pond,  St.  Croix  1 Nov  (LY).  A Common 
Black-Hawk  was  seen  passing  over  Rex  Resorts 
area,  Grenada  28  Nov  (RLN).  Fernando  Gonza- 
les observed  22  Swallow-tailed  Kites  at  remote 
Pedemales,  Barrio  Alcoa,  Dominican  Republic 
14  Sep,  surely  a remarkable  sight.  Three  Cuban 
(Bahama)  Parrots  were  seen  at  St.  Augustine’s 
College,  Nassau  24  Aug  (PD,  TH,  WP,  LHa). 

On  Abaco,  single  Eastern  Wood-Pewees 
were  at  the  Big  Bird  Poultry  Farm  27  Sep  and 


the  fruit  farm  at  Treasure  Cay  29  Sep  (EB).  A 
Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  was  an  unexpected 
guest  at  the  National  Hotel  in  Havana,  Cuba  3 
Oct  (RLN).  A Willow  Flycatcher  was  reported 
from  Faro  de  Rincon,  Puerto  Rico  29  Oct  (ph. 
JS);  playback  was  used  to  elicit  an  identifiable 
call  from  the  bird.  Eastern  Phoebes  were  com- 
mon in  the  n.  Bahamas  this  fall.  Four  were  at 
West  End,  Grand  Bahama  30  Oct  (BH,  EB, 
MZ),  2 at  South  Abaco  11  Nov,  2 at  North 
Abaco  23  Nov  (both  EB),  3 on  North  Andros 
23-24  Nov  QB,  BR),  and  singles  in  North  Abaco 
on  four  dates  1-26  Nov  (EB).  A Great  Crested 
Flycatcher  was  discovered  on  St.  Georges  G.C., 
Bermuda  13  Oct  (AD,  PW);  another  was  at  the 
Treasure  Cay  fruit  farm  6 Oct  (EB).  Two  East- 
ern Kingbirds  were  seen  near  Treasure  Cay  14 
Sep  (EB,  TH)  and  one  at  Lucayan  N.P,  Grand 
Bahama  20  Sep  (SRu,  RW).  A Homed  Lark  was 
seen  at  Morgan’s  Point,  Bermuda  26  Nov  (AC). 

Single  Blue-headed  Vireos  were  at  Fort 
Scaur,  Bermuda  3 Nov  (NM)  and  Reef  G.C., 
Grand  Bahama  31  Oct  (EB,  ph.  BH).  A War- 
bling Vireo  at  Treasure  Cay,  Abaco  18  Nov  (ph. 
BM,  EB)  was  the  fourth  for  the  Bahamas.  One 
was  seen  at  Varadero,  Cuba  28  Aug  (CS).  Sin- 
gle Philadelphia  Vireos  were  seen  at  the  Treas- 
ure Cay  fmit  farm  29  Sep  and  3 Oct  (EB,  RN, 
AN,  SN)  and  at  St.  Augustine’s  College,  New 
Providence  3 Nov  (New  Providence  Bird  Club, 
fide  ON).  At  Pointe  a Pitre,  Guadeloupe,  2 Pur- 
ple Martins  were  found  in  the  large  aggregation 
of  Caribbean  Martins  21  Oct  (ED,  FD);  one  of 
the  Purples  was  banded.  Ten  Bank  Swallows, 
with  10  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows 
and  a single  Cliff  Swallow,  were  noted  pass- 
ing through  North  Side,  Grand  Cayman  2 Nov 
(PDa).  Three  Bank  Swallows  were  seen  among 
a flock  of  Bam  Swallows  feeding  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Layou  River,  Dominica  27  Nov  (RLN  et 
al.).  Two  Cliff  Swallows  were  seen  feeding  with 
Barn  Swallows  at  Grenada’s  airport  28  Nov 
(RLN,  AJ).  A record  5 Red-breasted  Nuthatches 
were  discovered  this  fall  in  Bermuda.  An  ex- 
hausted bird  was  found  on  a moored  boat  in 
Dockyard  12  Sep  (NP).  The  same  observer  saw 
another  in  Dockyard  1 Oct.  A third  was  seen 
on  Coney  Island  20  Oct  (TW),  a fourth  in  the 
Arboretum  27  Oct  (NM),  and  a fifth  on  Wreck 
Rd.  30  Oct  (WF).  A House  Wren  at  the  Coop- 
er’s Town  Dump  18  &r  26  Nov  (EB)  was  a rare 
find  for  Abaco.  At  Pointe  Doublee,  a Northern 
Wheatear  was  nicely  documented  21  Oct  (AL, 
ED,  FD),  a first  for  Guadeloupe  and  one  of  few 
records  for  the  Region.  An  Eastern  Bluebird  at 
West  End,  Grand  Bahama  30  Oct  unfortunately 
flew  before  it  could  be  photographed  (EB).  A 
Swainson’s  Thmsh  was  near  Treasure  Cay  1 & 
4 Oct  (RN,  EB),  and  a Hermit  Thmsh  was  at 
West  End,  Grand  Bahama  2 Nov  (EB,  BH,  MZ). 
Up  to  12  American  Pipits  were  at  the  West  End, 
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Grand  Bahama  G.C.  29-30  Oct  (BH,  EB,  MZ). 
A count  of  50  Cedar  Waxwings  at  Lucayan  N.P, 
Grand  Bahama  20  Sep  (SRu,  RW)  was  high  for 
the  Bahamas. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

In  his  drive  for  a big  year  in  the  Bahamas,  EB 
found  uncommon  migrant  warblers  through- 
out Abaco,  among  them:  2 Blue-winged  War- 
blers 27  Sep,  3 Prothonotary  Warblers  9 Aug 
and  1 1 Oct,  a Swainson’s  Warbler  23  Nov,  up 
to  4 Tennessee  Warblers  on  several  occasions 
1-10  Oct,  single  Orange-crowned  Warblers  12 
& 23  Nov,  a Nashville  Warbler  27  Sep,  a Hood- 
ed Warbler  24  Nov,  2 Blackburnian  Warblers 
28  Sep  and  one  on  1 Oct,  a Chestnut-sided 
Warbler  28  Nov,  and  single  Wilson’s  Warblers 
19  & 23  Nov.  Elsewhere,  3 Prothonotary  War- 
blers were  at  Rand  Nature  Centre,  Grand  Ba- 
hama 15  Aug  (CB),  a late  Blackpoll  Warbler 
along  Waterloo  Rd.,  Nassau  5 Nov  (PD),  and 
single  Swainson’s  and  Chestnut-sided  Warblers 
were  on  North  Andros  24  Nov  (JB,  BR).  Of  the 
rarer  warbler  sightings  in  Bermuda,  a Louisiana 
Waterthmsh  was  at  Jubilee  Road  23  Aug  (AD), 
a Kentucky  Warbler  was  seen  in  Jenningsland 
26  Aug  QM),  a Mourning  Warbler  was  at  Ferry 
Point  Park  30  Sep  (NM),  and  single  Canada 
Warblers  were  seen  at  Cemetery  Hill  1 Sep 
(PW)  and  Hey  don  Tmst  26  Sep  (AD).  Again, 
up  to  5 Adelaide’s  Warblers  were  counted  at 
Santa  Maria  Bay  and  Perseverance  Bay  trails 
near  the  w.  terminus  of  St.  Thomas  30  Nov  (SR, 
RLN);  this  is  a new  colonizer  to  the  e.  Puerto 
Rico  Bank,  perhaps  from  Vieques  or  Culebra. 
A Canada  Warbler  was  carefully  noted  at  La 
Giiira  N.P,  Pinar  del  Rio,  Cuba  8 Oct  (RLN). 
A Summer  Tanager  near  Fort  St.  Catherine  30 
Aug  (PW)  made  Bermuda’s  first  Aug  record. 
Other  reports  of  the  species  came  from  Cano 
Tiburones,  Arecibo,  Puerto  Rico  17  Nov  (SCo, 
HMS,  v.r.).  Perseverance  Bay,  St.  Thomas,  the 
easternmost  record  in  the  Greater  Antilles  30 
Nov  (ph.  RLN,  SR),  and  along  Mount  Moritz 
Rd.,  Grenada  17  Nov  (TLE,  AJ).  A good  count 
of  5 Gray-crowned  Chat-Tanagers  came  from 
at  El  Aceitillar,  Pedemales,  Dominican  Repub- 
lic 5 Nov  (IM);  although  the  species  has  been 
thought  to  occur  only  in  the  w.  peninsula  of 
Haiti,  there  are  now  reports  from  the  w.  Do- 
minican Republic  as  well. 

An  outstanding  find  was  the  first  ever  West 
Indian  report  of  Vesper  Sparrow  at  North 
Side,  Cayman  Islands  17  Oct  (SM,  PDa  et  al, 
ph.).  A Clay-colored  Sparrow  was  at  the  Ber- 
muda National  Museum  7 Nov  (PH);  2 were 
at  McLean’s  Town,  Grand  Bahama  2 Nov  (BH, 
EB,  MZ);  singles  were  at  the  Abaco  fmit  farm 
and  Cooper’s  Town  21  & 26  Nov  respectively 
(EB);  and  one  was  on  Cayo  Coco,  Cuba  7 Oct 
(RLN,  m.ob.,  ph).  Savannah  Sparrows  are  nor- 
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mally  the  most  common  wintering  sparrows  in 
the  Bahamas,  but  only  one  was  seen  this  fall,  at 
Cooper’s  Town,  Abaco  18  Nov  (EB).  Birding  in 
Abaco  between  18  and  27  Nov,  Bracey  found 
3 Grasshopper  Sparrows,  8 Lincoln’s  Sparrows, 
and  a Swamp  Sparrow  (EB,  BH,  BM).  A Grass- 
hopper Sparrow  was  seen  at  Coney  Island,  Ber- 
muda 12  Nov  (AD).  An  imm.  White-crowned 
Sparrow  was  photographed  near  Hobby  Horse 
Lake,  New  Providence  29  Oct  (MP).  A Fox 
Sparrow  was  seen  at  Fort  Scaur,  Bermuda  31 
Oct  (WE).  Two  White-throated  Sparrows  were 
at  the  Bermuda  National  Museum  8 Nov  (PH). 
A White-crowned  Sparrow  was  on  Mid-Ocean 
G.C.,  Bermuda  24  Oct  (AD)  and  2 at  the  Ber- 
muda National  Museum  9 Nov  (PH).  A Dark- 
eyed Junco  was  in  the  Arboretum,  Bermuda  23 
Oct  (AD).  A female  Snow  Bunting  was  at  Paget, 
Bermuda  12  Nov  (AD). 

Rolle  and  Wright  found  an  estimated  3000- 
5000  Bobolinks  at  the  egg  farm  on  Grand  Ba- 
hama 20  Sep.  This  far  overshadows  the  more 
normal  50  seen  at  Sandy  Point,  Abaco  10  Sep 
(EB,  TH).  A female  Boat-tailed  Grackle  was  at 
Harrold  & Wilson  Ponds  N.P,  New  Providence 


14  Aug-24  Oct  (PD,  WP,  TH,  TW,  BHu).  Sin- 
gle Baltimore  Orioles  were  at  Treasure  Cay  3 
Oct  (EB,  RN,  AN,  SN)  and  Elbow  Cay,  Abaco 
19  Nov  (BW).  A Common  Redpoll  was  seen 
at  Spittal  Pond,  Bermuda  30  Nov  (AD),  and  a 
Pine  Siskin  was  on  Port  Royal  G.C.,  Bermuda 
11  Nov  (WE). 

Addendum:  Two  Roseate  Spoonbills  on  Great 
Harbour  Cay,  Bahamas  23  Jul  (ph.  KJ)  made 
the  first  record  for  the  Berry  Islands.  Spoonbills 
breed  on  Andros  and  Inagua. 

Observers  (subregional  editors  in  boldface): 
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Drought  conditions  persisted  over 
many  areas.  The  rainy  season  normal- 
ly starts  in  October,  but  dry  weather 
continued  through  November  this  year,  and 
a number  of  locations  had  record-low  rain- 
fall totals.  Observer  coverage  was  good,  but 
there  were  few  unusual  migrants — especially 
waterfowl.  Pelagic  trips  again  added  to  our 
improving  knowledge  of  seabird  distribution 
in  the  Region. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCONS 

A Hawaiian  Goose  (Endangered)  was  seen  at 
Makena,  Maui  Island  10  Oct  (MN),  and  one 
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was  at  Kealia  Pond  N.WR.,  Maui  15  Oct  (MN). 
Hawaiian  Geese  have  rarely  been  reported  in 
the  lowlands  of  Maui,  and  these  birds  may 
have  been  translocated  from  Kauai  Island, 
where  Hawaiian  Goose  populations  have  in- 
creased almost  to  nuisance  levels.  There  was 
not  much  variety  among  the  migrant  water- 
fowl  that  showed  up  through  the  fall.  The 
only  migrant  goose  reported  was  a Greater 
White-fronted  at  the  Kii  Unit  of  James  Camp- 
bell N.WR.,  Oahu  Island  1 Nov  (KP,  m.ob.). 
The  most  uncommon  duck  reported  was  a 
Gadwall  drake  at  Lokowaka  Pond,  Hilo,  Ha- 
waii Island  24  Sep+  (AW),  possibly  the  same 
bird  seen  there  in  spring.  The  common  duck 
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species  were  present  in  decent  numbers,  with 
a peak  count  of  77  Northern  Shovelers  at  Ke- 
alia Pond  N.WR.,  Maui  Island  8 Nov  (MN) 
and  a peak  count  of  Northern  Pintails  at  the 
Kuilima  S.T.P,  Oahu  Island  15  Nov  (KP).  Bay 
ducks  were  rather  sparse  through  Nov,  with 
only  one  Ring-necked  Duck  22  Nov  (KP)  and 
small  numbers  of  Lesser  Scaup  Sep-i-  (m.ob.) 
being  reported.  Golden  Pheasants  have  been 
reported  for  years  near  the  Waikamoi  Preserve 
on  Mount  Haleakala,  Maui  Island,  but  game 
birds  such  as  this  may  be  released  repeatedly 
with  little  documentation.  It  was  notable  that 
a female  with  2 chicks  was  seen  near  the  en- 
trance to  Waikamoi  4 Aug  Ok,  LS,  AW). 

At  least  one  Kermadec  Petrel  was  seen  at 
Kilauea  Point  N.WR.,  Kauai  Island,  usually 
chasing  Red-footed  Boobies.  Kermadecs  are 
rare  in  the  Region,  although  they  have  been 
reported  pretty  regularly  from  Kauai  recently. 
The  pelagic  trips  this  fall  did  not  turn  up  a 
large  variety  of  migrant  tubenoses.  The  most 
unusual  migrant  tubenoses  observed  were  4 
Black-winged  Petrels  and  a Cook’s  Petrel  off 
the  Kona  coast  of  Hawaii  Island  29  Sep  (RD  et 
ah),  single  Buller’s  Shearwaters  off  Kona  30- 
31  Aug  (AW,  C.R.C.),  and  2 Buller’s  off  Kona 
29  Sep  (RD  et  al).  These  birds  are  all  prob- 
ably regular  migrants  through  the  islands  but 
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Semipalmated  Sandpipers  are  rare  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  so  extra  care  is  needed  to  separate 


Semipalmated  Sandpiper  from  similar  peeps.  Fortunateljr,  Jim  Denny  managed  to  get  some 
of  the  best  images  ever  captured  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands  of  this  species.  This  bird  was  at  the 
Kawaiele  Waterbird  Sanctuary,  Kauai  Island  1 G September  2012.  Photograph  by  Jim  Denny 


are  reported  only  infrequently. 

Single  Christinas  Shearwaters 
were  spotted  off  Laie  Point,  Oahu 
Island  7 Aug  (SM)  and  off  Lehua 
Island  (near  Niihau  Island)  on  7 
Aug  (AR).  Christmas  Shearwaters 
breed  locally  in  the  main  islands 
but  are  seldom  seen. 

There  were  reports  of  2 White- 
faced Ibises  at  Kealia,  2 around 
Pearl  Harbor,  and  single  birds 
at  Lokowaka  Pond  and  the  Big 
Island  Country  Club,  Hawaii  Is- 
land through  the  season  (m.ob.). 

This  uncommon  species  has  been 
reported  continuously  since  11 
were  present  on  Kauai  during 
the  2003-2004  winter.  None 
have  been  reported  on  Kauai  recently,  and 
the  overall  numbers  have  slowly  dwindled. 
An  Osprey  was  seen  at  Kanaha  Pond  Wildlife 
Sanctuary,  Maui  Island  24  Aug  (MTL).  Since 
Ospreys  are  so  conspicuous,  it  is  surprising 
that  no  other  reports  were  received.  There 
were  two  reports  of  Peregrine  Falcon,  one  at 
Kii,  Oahu  7 Nov  (EV)  and  one  at  Kilauea  Point 
16  Nov  (ph.  TT).  Ospreys  and  Peregrines  are 
rare  but  regular  in  the  Region,  but  Peregrines 
have  been  observed  much  more  frequently 
than  Ospreys  in  the  past  several  years. 

SANDPIPERS  THROUGH  PASSERINES 

The  one  outstanding  rarity  among  the  shore- 
birds  was  a Wood  Sandpiper  at  Hanalei 
N.WR.,  Kauai,  first  seen  in  early  Aug  (JH) 
but  not  identified  until  28  Aug,  when  it  was 
photographed  (ph.  OJ,  JH).  This  constitutes 
the  first  record  for  the  main  islands.  A Whim- 
brel  of  the  n.  American  subspecies  hudsonicus 
that  has  wintered  on  Molokai  Island  since 
winter  2007-2008  was  present  again  8 Aug+ 
i (ADY).  Two  Bar-tailed  Godwits  were  seen 
^ on  Laysan  Island  mid-Sep  (RK),  and  singles 
were  at  Kawaiele,  Kauai  Island  Oct  16  & 17 
i OR,  TT,  HR,  DK)  and  at  Kii  20-25  Oct  (KP, 

I LT,  SL,  RM).  A Semipalmated  Sandpiper  was 
observed  at  Kawaiele  10  Sep  (ph.  JD);  the 
species  is  quite  rare  in  the  Region.  A Curlew 
Sandpiper  present  on  Molokai  since  fall  2010 
remained  Aug+  (ADY).  Whimbrels,  Bar-tailed 
Godwits,  and  Curlew  Sandpipers  are  rare  but 
regular  in  the  Region.  Numbers  of  some  of 

I the  regularly  occurring  migrant  shorebirds 
|i  were  rather  low  this  fall.  Long-billed  Dow- 
ij  itchers  were  reported  only  from  Kii  and 
j!  Molokai,  with  a high  count  of  only  4 at  Kii 

I I 20  Oct  (KP,  LT). 

j'  The  only  gulls  reported  were  2 Laugh- 
( ing  Gulls  at  Kealia  16  Aug  (MN).  Up  to  2 
Least  Terns  were  seen  around  Pearl  Harbor 
Aug-Oct  (KP  et  ah),  4 were  at  the  Kealakehe 


WT.P,  Kona  2 (RD,  TP,  AW)  & 16  Sep  (TP, 
AW),  and  2 were  seen  at  Koheo,  Molokai  3 
Oct  (ADY).  Least  Terns  are  the  most  com- 
mon migrant  terns  in  the  Region.  A Common 
Tern,  probably  a subad.,  was  seen  at  Kii  20 
Oct-22  Nov  (KP,  LT,  m.ob.).  Common  Terns 
are  uncommon  but  regular  in  the  Region. 
Rarely  reported  in  the  Region,  a South  Po- 
lar Skua  was  spotted  off  Kona  20  Aug  (AW, 
C.R.C.).  Pomarine  Jaegers  are  relatively  com- 
mon in  the  Region,  but  we  received  only  two 
reports  over  the  fall:  one  was  off  the  se.  coast 
of  Oahu  8 Aug  (SM)  and  one  between  Kauai 
and  Lehua  18  Oct  (DK). 

A count  of  203  Chestnut-bellied  Sand- 
grouse  near  Waimea-Kohala  Airport,  Hawaii 
Island  16  Sep  (TP,  AW)  is  unusually  high. 
Chestnut-bellied  Sandgrouse  are  reported 


only  intermittently,  so  their  status  is 
poorly  known.  Two  Mourning  Doves 
were  seen  on  Lehua  7 Aug  (OJ,  AR). 
Recent  reports  from  Lehua  are  surpris- 
ing: the  species  is  reported  regularly 
on  Oahu  and  Maui,  but  there  have 
been  very  few  recent  reports  from 
Kauai,  the  nearest  large  island  to  Le- 
hua. The  rare  and  endangered  native 
forest  birds  on  Maui  and  Hawaii  Is- 
lands continue  to  be  reported  regu- 
larly. There  is  little  news  on  popula- 
tion trends  except  for  the  Palila,  which 
continues  to  be  in  trouble.  The  Kauai 
Elepaio  seems  to  be  holding  its  own, 
but  the  other  native  forest  birds  on 
Kauai  are  reported  only  intermittently, 
and  the  Akikiki  and  Akekee  seem  to 
be  in  grave  danger. 

Contributors:  Cascadia  Research  Collec- 
tive (C.R.C),  Reg  David,  Jim  Denny,  Arleone 
Dibben-Young  (ADY),  Peter  Donaldson,  Jen 
Hahn,  Hawaii  Forest  & Trail  (H.FT),  Oscar 
Johnson,  Pauline  Kawamata,  David  Kuhn, 
Joey  Leibrech,  Satoko  Lincoln,  Richard  May, 
Steve  Mlodinow,  Mike  Nishimoto,  Mike 
Ord,  Kurt  Pohlman,  Chuck  Probst,  Andre 
Raine,  Heather  Riggins,  John  Riggins,  Brooks 
Rownd,  Laurel  Scott  (LSc),  Lauren  Solomon, 
F & K.  Starr,  Thomas  Tamura,  Lance  Tamno, 
Monte  Tudor-Long  (MTL),  Eric  VanderWerf, 
Michael  Walther,  Alex  Wang,  Vic  Warren.  1^ 


Peter  Donaldson,  2375  Ahakapu  Street, 

Pearl  City,  Hawaii  96782,  (pdnldsn.bird@mac.com) 


A Wood  Sandpiper  first  noticed  at  Hanalei  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Kauai  Island  in  early  August  2012  was  not  very  coopera- 
tive— it  was  hard  to  study,  and  even  harder  to  photograph.  Oscar  Johnson  was  able  to  get  this  image  28  August  to  document 
the  first  record  for  the  main  Hawaiian  Islands.  Photographs  by  Oscar  Johnson. 
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3 • Providing  only  the  second  record  for  Canada  was  this  male  Hepatic  Tanager  at  Wadena, 
Saskatchewan,  present  2-1 6 (here  6)  November  201 2.  Photograph  by  Nick  Saunders. 

4 - Two  Allen's  Hummingbirds  joined  29  other  Selasphorus  hummingbirds  in  New  England  in 
autumn  201 2.  This  young  male  was  photographed  on  29  November  at  Vineyard  Haven,  Mar- 
tha's Vineyard,  Massachusetts.  Note  the  distinctive  shape  of  the  outermost  rectrices,  visible  as 
the  bird  stretches.  Photograph  by  Lanny  McDowell. 


1 • This  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  located  in  the  famous  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska 
crab  pots  14-15  (here  14)  September  2012  was  the  season's  most  notable 
Empidonax  highlight.  It  was  a first  for  the  Pribiiofs  and  only  the  second  ever 
for  the  Bering  Sea  region.  Photograph  by  Doug  Gochfeld. 

2 • After  eluding  observers  following  a glimpse  at  the  thicket  edges  of 
Middleton  Island  30  September  201 2,  this  Blue-headed  Vireo  was  re-located 
and  documented  2 October  (here).  This  constitutes  Alaska's  first  record  of  the 
species,  which  breeds  as  close  to  the  state  as  southeastern  Yukon  Territory  and 
northeastern  British  Columbia.  Photograph  by  Lucas  H.  DeCicco. 


5 • A rare  Groove-billed  Ani  was  ready  for  its  "close  up"  in  Baldwin  County,  Alabama  1 7 
November  2012.  Photograph  byBillSummerour. 

6 • Chicago's  Montrose  Point  once  again  hosted  a major  rarity,  this  time  the  first  Wandering 
Tattler  for  Illinois.  This  adult  was  present  for  only  a short  while  on  9 August  2012  and  seen  by 
just  two  birders.  Photograph  by  Steve  Spitier. 

7 • Rarely  reported  and  little  known  in  Central  America,  this  Paint-billed  Crake  was  one  of  five 
found  in  a rice-growing  area  of  Canfin  in  Heredia  Province,  Costa  Rica  on  26  October  2012. 
Three  had  been  found  in  this  same  area  four  days  earlier.  Photograph  by  Kevin  Easley. 
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1 • ^ot  satisfied  with  finding  Louisiana's  first  unequivocal  Pacific  Loon  earlier  in  the  day,  Terry  Davis  and  crew 

turned  up  this  amazing  first  state  Dusky-capped  Flycatcher  along  the  shore  of  Cross  Lake,  Shreveport,  Caddo  Parish 
21  November  201 2.  The  bird  remained  in  the  area  for  many  to  enjoy,  through  the  winter  season  (here  15  December). 
Photograph  by  Ronnie  Mourn. 

2 • Pearl  Kites  are  on  the  move.  Other  than  a long-established,  isolated  population  in  western  Nicaragua,  this  South 
American  species  was  first  recorded  in  North  America  in  Panama  in  1977  and  Costa  Rica  in  the  mid-1 990s.  By  2009,  it 
had  reached  Honduras  and  El  Salvador  and  had  begun  expanding  its  range  in  Nicaragua.  This  Pearl  Kite,  one  of  two 
found  in  Honduras  in  autumn  2012,  was  observed  near  San  Lorenzo  on  4 August  2012.  Photograph  by  John  van  Dort. 

3 • This  Siberian  Blue  Robin,  apparently  a hatch-year  female,  hung  around  the  Cambell,  Alaska  middens  2-4  (here 
2)  October  2012.  This  marks  the  first  Alaska  fall  report  and  only  the  second  ever  for  the  state.  Note  the  lack  of  a 
conspicuous  eye  ring,  the  medium  brown  rectrices  and  uppertail  coverts,  and  the  cool  gray  bluish  upperparts,  all  good 

characters  for  the  species.  Photograph  by  David  Pavlik. 

4 • Rusty  Blackbird  is  extremely  rare  in  Mexico.  This  one  found  at  sea  about  8 kilometers  west  of  Islas  Coronado  4 
November  201 2 was  the  third  for  Baja  California  over  the  span  of  1 25  years.  Photograph  by  Johann  Billar. 

5 • A surprisingly  rarely  detected  species  in  Louisiana,  this  Chestnut-collared  Longspur  at  Thornwell,  Jefferson  Davis 
Parish  4 November  2012  provided  just  the  second  fall  record  for  the  state's  relatively  well-covered  southwestern 
portion.  Photograph  by  Daniel F.  Lane. 

6 • The  slow  fall  2012  season  at  Gambell  was  certainly  punctuated  by  this  Mourning  Warbler  28-29  (here  28)  September, 

marking  the  second  St.  Lawrence  Island  record  and  Alaska's  sixth  overall.  Photograph  by  David  Pavlik. 

7 • A pelagic  out  of  Lewes,  Delaware  on  25  August  2012  ventured  into  deep  water  off  Maryland.  Perhaps  the  star  of  this 
productive  day  was  this  Herald  Petrel,  which  furnished  a first  state  record  for  Maryland.  Photograph  by  Sam  Gaikk.  “f 
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1 • Despite  the  increase  in  records  of  Allen's  Hummingbirds  in  the  East,  there  are  still 
relatively  few  records  of  adult  males,  such  as  this  bird  at  Pipersville,  Bucks  County, 
Pennsylvania,  here  photographed  24  November  2012.  Photograph  by  Geoff  Malosh. 

2 & 4 • Clapper  Rail  was  recorded  in  Honduras  for  the  first  time  when  a pair  was  photographed 
in  the  Gulf  of  Fonseca's  Berben'a  wetlands  in  November  2010.  Breeding  was  confirmed  4 
August  2012  when  a pair  (one  shown  here.  Image  2)  was  found  attending  two  chicks  (one 
shown  here.  Image  4 ) near  San  Lorenzo.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  recently  discovered 
population  along  the  Pacific  coast  of  Central  America  may  comprise  a disjunct  population  of 
one  of  the  subspecies  from  northern  South  America  or  possibly  even  comprise  a subspecies 
yet  to  be  described  (see  North  American  Birds  65: 1 78).  Photograph  by  John  van  Dort. 


3  • Rare  visitors  anywhere  in  British  Columbia,  these  two  Bramblings  were  photographed 
offshore  on  Haida  Gwaii  near  the  Sandspit  Airport  20  October  201 2.  Photograph  by  Brian  Elder. 

5 • This  Hermit  Warbler  was  the  star  of  the  amazing  Colorado  fall  2012  warbler  show.  It  was  the 
first  to  be  found  in  that  state  since  2002  and  the  only  one  during  fall.  Eating  primarily  seeds  at 
Last  Chance,  Washington  County,  it  was  clearly  starving,  and  so  the  location  name  was  sadly  apt. 
It  was  observed  8-1 1 (here  8)  October  2012.  Photograph  by  Steven  G.  MIodinow. 

6 • Seen  here  with  Sandhill  Cranes  on  6 October  2012,  this  Common  Crane  at  Dead  Horse 
Lake,  Hussar,  Alberta  provided  the  third  report  of  the  species  for  the  province. 

Photograph  by  Bruce  Anderson. 
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1 • The  first  Wood  Sandpiper  for  New  England  was  present  at  Jamestown,  Newport 
County,  Rhode  Island  13-30  (here  14)  October  2012.  Although  recorded  regularly 
in  Alaska,  this  shorebird  has  occurred  only  three  times  previously  in  the  East. 
Photograph  by  Dorian  Anderson. 

2 • A species  found  increasingly  often  on  migration  through  the  interior,  this  Le 
Conte's  Sparrow  was  at  Waterloo  Mills  Preserve,  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania  24 
November  201 2.  Photograph  by  Geoff  Malosh. 

3 • Canada's  first,  and  just  the  second  for  North  America,  a first-winter  Citrine 
Wagtail  appeared  at  Comox  on  Vancouver  Island  on  14  (here  21 ) November  2012 
and  remained  well  into  winter.  Photograph  by  Bill  Pednault. 

4 • This  Great  Crested  Flycatcher  at  Norman  Wells  4 October  was  a highlight  of  fall 
migration  in  Northwest  Territories  in  2012.  Photograph  by  Dave  Wilderspin. 

5 • This  banded  American  Flamingo  at  Snake  Bight,  Everglades  National  Park, 
Monroe  County,  Florida  was  present  6-1 1 (here  6)  September  201 2.  It  was 
banded  as  a fledgling  4 September  201 0 in  the  Rio  Lagartos  Biosphere  Reserve, 
Yucatan,  the  second  from  that  Mexico  state  to  be  verified  in  Florida  since  2002. 
Photograph  by  Carl  Harrold. 

6 • Nevada's  first  Rufous-backed  Robin  was  discovered  by  Greg  Scyphers  at  a ranch 
in  Lincoln  County  on  14  November  2012  (here).  Photograph  by  Greg  Scyphers. 
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1 • Prior  to  the  discovery  of  this  state-first  Cassin's  Sparrow  at  Floras  Lake,  Curry  County,  Oregon  1 0 October  201 2, 
this  species  was  often  mentioned  when  veteran  Oregon  birders  made  predictions  about  the  most  likely  additions 
the  state  checklist.  Considering  that  California  now  has  more  than  50  records,  including  one  from  nearby  Hum- 
boldt County  in  1 984,  it  was  clearly  overdue;  Washington  still  awaits  its  first.  Photograph  by  Russ  Namitz. 

2 * This  presumed  hybrid  Indigo  Bunting  x Painted  Bunting,  potentially  the  second  for  Florida,  appeared  at  a 
feeder  at  Redlands,  Miami-Dade  County  on  5 November  2012.  Photographs  by  Laurel  Williams. 

3 • A Yellow-throated  Vireo,  discovered  1 2 October  201 2 at  Red  Hills  Golf  Course,  St.  George,  Washington  County, 
Utah,  is  the  fourth  recorded  in  the  state  and  first  photographically  documented.  Photograph  byRklcFridell. 

4 & 5 • This  Swainson's  Thrush  of  the  Olive-backed  subspecies  group  near  El  Centro,  Imperial  County  2 October 
2012  was  clearly  not  one  of  the  Russet-backed  subspecies.  There  appears  to  be  no  extant  Southern  California 
specimen  or  previous  diagnostic  photograph  of  the  boreal/eastern  North  American  subspecies  group. 
Photograph  by  Kenneth  Z.  Kurland. 

6 • Over  400  killometers  from  the  nearest  ocean  beach,  this  Wilson's  Plover  turned  up  most  unexpectedly  at 
Bennington  Lake,  Walla  Walla  County,  Washington  26  (here  29)  August  through  4 September  2012. 
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1 • This  Gray-tailed  Tattler  feund  at  Nantucket,  Massachusetts  1 8-20  (here  20)  October  201 2 was 
a first  for  the  western  North  Atlantic  and  for  eastern  North  America.  Note  the  strong  contrast 

in  the  face  pattern  (especialSy  the  dark  lores),  relatively  pale  gray  upperparts,  reduced  gray  on 
flanks,  and  short  nasal  groove  on  the  bill  as  compared  to  Wandering  Tattler.  Small  pale  spots  in 
the  coverts  indicate  a juvenile.  Digiscoped  with  iPhone  by  Jeremiah  Trimble. 

2 • This  young  Gray  Hawk  was  found  at  Carpinteria,  Santa  Barbara  County,  California  on  25 

November  2012  and  remained  through  the  winter,  providing  the  first  documented  record  for  the 
state.  This  photograph,  taken  27  November  201 2,  clearly  shows  the  dark  malar  stripes,  streak- 
ing on  the  underparts,  and  barring  on  the  thighs,  all  of  which  distinguish  Gray  Hawk  from  its 
southern  counterpart,  Gray-lined  Hawk.  Photograph  by  Christopher  Taylor. 

3 • Providing  the  first  confirmation  for  the  species  in  New  Mexico,  this  juvenile  Red-breasted 
Sapsucker  of  the  southern  subspecies  daggetti  was  in  the  Zuni  Mountains  north  of  Ramah  Lake, 
McKinley  County  1 9 October  through  4 (here  3)  November  2012.  Photograph  by  Matthew  J. 
Baumann. 

4 • Photographed  23  October  2012  at  Siesta  Key,  Sarasota  County  Florida,  this  adult  tern,  first  lo- 
cated Longboat  Key  10  August,  continued  to  puzzle  observers,  but  it  seems  closest  in  appearance 
to  Cayenne  Tern,  the  eurygnatha  subspecies  of  Sandwich  Tern.  Photograph  by  Michael  Brothers. 

5 • Providing  Washington's  third  record,  this  first-year  maleCommonEider,ofthe  expected 
subspecies  v-nigra,  often  foraged  conveniently  near  the  docks  of  a marina  at  Westport,  Grays 
Harbor  County  1 9-30  (here  25)  October  2012.  Photograph  by  Gregg  Thompson. 

6 • This  Le  Conte's  Sparrow  lingered  very  late  at  Point  Pelee  National  Park,  Essex  County,  Ontario 
22-24  (here  22)  November  2012.  Photograph  by  Alan  Wormington. 
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1 • Attracting  national  attention,  this  Piratic  Flycatcher,  apparently  a juvenile 
from  the  northern  population,  lingered  at  Rattlesnake  Springs,  Eddy  County,  New 
Mexico  12-25  (here  25)  5eptember  2012.  This  furnished  the  third  New  Mexico 
record,  all  of  them  from  the  Pecos  River  Valley  and  all  in  September.  Photograph  by 
James  E.  Zabriskie. 


3 • This  White-winged  Crossbill  put  its  bill  to  work  on  hemlock  cones  at  the  Elizabethan  Gardens  in  Manteo, 
North  Carolina  23  November  2012,  providing  one  of  few  documented  records  for  the  state's  coast. 

Photograph  by  Jeff  Lewis. 

4 • Furnishing  Washington's  second  record,  this  immature  Northern  Wheatear  conveniently  hung  around  West- 
port,  Grays  Harbor  County  26  (here  29)  October  through  5 November  201 2.  Photograph  by  Brad  Waggoner. 

5 • A first  for  New  Jersey  and  one  of  very  few  for  the  East  Coast,  this  Elegarrt  Tern  was  enjoyed  by  many 
birders  during  its  late-summer  stay  2-22  (here  3)  September  2012  at  Sandy  Hook.  Photograph  by  Sam  Galick. 

6 • Hoary  Redpolls  were  seen  in  small  numbers  among  the  redpoll  flocks  moving  through  Ontario  in 
November  2012,  including  this  handsome  adult  male  of  the  nominate  subspecies,  Hornemann's  Redpoll, 
at  Marathon,  Thunder  Bay  District  9 November  2012.  Photograph  by  Michael  Butler. 


7 • A first  for  California,  this  juvenile  Common  Cuckoo  feasted  on  spiny  caterpillars  at  Watsonville 
2 • Well  east  of  range  in  the  Southern  Great  Plains,  this  Calliope  Hummingbird  slough  in  Santa  Cruz  County  28  September  (here  30  September)  through  2 October  2012. 

appeared  at  Tulsa,  Oklahoma  18  August2012.  Photograph  by  Steve  Metz.  Photograph  by  David  R.  Moore. 
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1 • One  of  the  many  highlights  from  the  Trans-Pecos  for  the  fall  2012  season  was  this  Slate-colored 
Fox  Sparrow  present  at  El  Paso,  El  Paso  County,  Texas  20-27  (here  20)  September.  It  is  the  first  docu- 
mented record  of  this  subspecies  group  for  the  state.  Photograph  by  Barry  limmer. 

2 "This  Varied  Bunting  at  Horse  Thief  Spring  in  the  high  desert  area  of  northeastern  San  Bernardino 
County  1 0-1 2 (here  1 1 ) October  201 2 establishes  the  third  record  of  this  species  for  California.  Note 
the  obvious  curved  culmen  along  with  the  lack  of  streaking  on  the  underparts  and  lack  of  wing  mark- 
ings. Photograph  by  Stephen  J.  Myers. 

I • This  Royal  Tern  at  Sainte-Luce,  Quebec  22  August  2012  was  just  the  second  ever  recorded  in  the 

province;  its  appearance  did  not  seem  connected  to  any  storm  system.  Photograph  by  Robert  Houde. 

4 • Georgia's  first  Dusky  Flycatcher  was  captured  at  the  MAPS  banding  station  on  Jekyll  Island  1 
October  2012.  Photograph  by  Imn  Pitman. 

5 • A Flammulated  Owl  was  discovered  at  Corpus  Christi,  Nueces  County  on  30  November  2012  and 
was  taken  to  a wildlife  rehailitator.  It  was  determined  to  be  underweight  but  otherwise  healthy.  This 
provided  the  second  latest  record  for  the  state.  Photograph  by  Robert  Benson. 

6 • The  Trans-Pecos  is  well  known  for  the  diversity  of  hummingbirds  found  there,  and  in  fall  2012, 
yet  another  species  was  added  to  that  list:  this  Buff-bellied  Hummingbird  was  in  the  Christmas 
Mountains  of  Brewster  County  1 9-20  (here  1 9)  October.  Photograph  by  Carolyn  Ohl-Johnson. 
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